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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.04 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

Leave:
Honourable Members, leave has been granted to Ms. Africo Selman for today’s Sitting.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

By the Minister of Finance:

Financing Agreement No. 2000001704 dated March 21, 2017 between the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and the International Fund for Agricultural Development for US$7,960,000.00 for the purpose of financing the Hinterland Environmentally Sustainable Agricultural Development Project.











           (Circulated)
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-

For Written Replies

1. 
PROCUREMENT OF DRUGS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES FROM THE TEN (10) REGIONAL HEALTH BUDGETS

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Minister of Communities
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(i)      Could the Hon. Minister state what percentage of the total budgeted regional health allocations was expended on purchases of drugs and medical supplies for each of the ten (10) Administrative Regions (in disaggregated manner) between January 1, 2016 and February 28, 2017?

(ii)      Could the Hon. Minister state:

(a) The name of each supplier?

(b) The value of each contract and date of award?

(c) The name of the supplier/s which may have failed to deliver within the stipulated contractual period and by what amount?

(d) The name of the supplier/s which may have delivered the inferior/substandard drugs and medical supplies?

(e) The value of supplies delivered?

(f) The value of sums outstanding?

(g) The amount of monies, if any, which was unused and returned to the consolidated Fund by December 31, 2016?

(iii)      Could the Hon. Minister state:

(a) Whether the tenders for the procurement of drugs and medical supplies were publicly advertised and, if so, when and where?

(b) Whether these awardees were pre-qualified?

(iv)      In the case of each of the above, could the Hon. Minister state which entity was responsible for the evaluating and recommending of the awards of these contracts?

(Notice Paper No. 88 (Q16  Opp. 15) published on 2017-03-31)
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ANSWERS:
(i) “
	Regions
	Current Health Budget 2016
	Exp. As at Dec. 2016
	% Expended

	Barima/Waini
	 $  80,877,000 
	 $  76,256,978 
	94%

	Pomeroon/Supenaam
	 $176,099,000 
	 $141,190,155 
	80%

	Essequibo Islands/West Demerara
	 $339,649,000 
	 $127,730,688 
	38%

	Demerara/Mahaica
	 $589,981,000 
	 $553,925,065 
	94%

	Mahaica/Berbice
	 $155,653,000 
	 $  80,652,159 
	52%

	East Berbice/Corentyne
	 $394,525,000 
	 $394,518,623 
	100%

	Cuyuni/Mazaruni
	 $   64,496,000 
	 $   61,394,572 
	95%

	Potaro/Siparuni
	 $   30,672,000 
	 $     2,949,700 
	10%

	Upper Takatu/Upper Essequibo
	 $   73,871,000 
	 $   63,870,550 
	86%

	Upper Demerara/Berbice
	 $141,535,000 
	 $141,534,350 
	100%


(ii) (a) The list of suppliers for Barima/Waini to Upper Takatu/Upper Essequibo Region. (Except for Potaro/Siparuni which expended no funds from this line).
              (The answer was circulated at that Sitting)

Names of suppliers for Upper Demerara/Berbice

-Corporate Supplies

-Regal Stationery & Computer Centre

-Health International

-LJ Shoppin Zone

-Mayfil Greene Variety Store

-International Pharmaceutical Agency

-CMSD Enterprise

-Rite Care Pharmacy
(b) IFMAS report for Barima/Waini to Upper Takatu/Upper Essequibo Region. (Except for Potaro/Siparuni which expended no funds from this line). 
(The IFMAS Report was circulated at that Sitting)
Names of suppliers for Upper Demerara/Berbice

Corporate Supplies
                 
 -$   605,050

Regal Stationery & Computer Centre
        
 -$1,281,710
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Health International
                
 -$   840,625

LJ Shoppin Zone
                 
 -$3,054,530

Mayfil Greene Variety Store
               
 -$   707,360

International Pharmaceutical Agency
         
 -$1,360,825

CMSD Enterprise
               
 -$   600,000

Rite Care Pharmacy
             
 -$3,084,250


                 
$11,534,350
(c) All regions reported that this was not applicable to them.
(d) All regions reported that this was not applicable to them.
(e) All regions indicated the drug equal to the sum expended was delivered.
(f) All regions reported that this was not applicable to them.
(g) The amount of monies, if any, which was unused and returned to the Consolidated Fund by December 31, 2016?
	Regions
	allocation at 6221
	Returned to CF by MoPH
	Returned to CF by region

	Barima/Waini
	 $ 80,877,000 
	 $   4,620,000
	 $                   22

	Pomeroon/Supenaam
	 $ 176,099,000 
	 $ 34,908,845 
	 $                    -   

	Essequibo Islands/West Demerara
	 $ 339,649,000 
	 $ 211,918,312 
	 $                    -   

	Demerara/Mahaica
	 $ 589,981,000 
	 $ 36,003,297 
	 $            52,638 

	Mahaica/Berbice
	 $  155,653,000 
	 $ 75,000,000 
	 $                  841 

	East Berbice/Corentyne
	 $ 394,525,000 
	 $       -   
	 $               6,377 

	Cuyuni/Mazaruni
	 $   64,496,000 
	 $    3,101,260 
	 $                  168 

	Potaro/Siparuni
	 $   30,672,000 
	$ 27,722,000 
	$                 300 

	Upper Demerara/Berbice
	 $  141,535,000 
	 $       -   
	 $                  650 
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(iii) (a) The Barima/Waini to Upper Takatu/Upper Essequibo Regions indicated that Drugs and Medical Supplies were not publicly advertised since they were purchased on an emergency basis or as needs arose.
The Upper Demerara/Berbice Region indicated that procurement for drug and medical supplies were publicly advertised in the month of February 2016 in the Newspapers (Chronicle & Stabroek News).

(b)   All regions indicated that no pre-qualification was done. 
(iv) All purchases that exceeded two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00) were awarded by the Regional Procurement and Tender Board in accordance with the procurement process.”
2. 
DELIVERY OF DRUGS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR THE PUBLIC 

HEALTH SYSTEM

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Minister of Public Health

Would the Hon. Minister provide the following information to this National Assembly:-

(i)
The number and names of any contracted supplier/s which may have delivered drugs and medical supplies that were expired at the time of delivery, were close to expiry date, and/or, of an inferior quality, between January 1, 2016 and February 28, 2017?
(ii)  Could the Hon. Minister provide the specific drug, and, or medical supply, and the dollar value in each case which was procured and found to be expired, and or, of inferior quality?
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(iii) 
Could the Hon. Minister state if she has information that any employee/s of the Ministry of Public Health, and, in particular the Materials Management Unit, and/or the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation, has/have been complicit with contractors/suppliers of pharmaceutical and medical supplies in defrauding the State? 

(a) If so, state what actions have been taken to investigate these allegations?

(b) State whether the Office of the Auditor General and/or the Guyana Police Force has been called in to investigate these allegations?

(iv)
Could the Hon. Minister state whether her decision to relocate her ministerial office to the Diamond Drug Bond, East Bank Demerara, as publicly announced in January, 2017, has provided the opportunity for the Minister to take a more hands on approach to the procurement of drugs and medical supplies for the public health system?

(Notice Paper No. 89 (Q17  Opp. 16) published on 2017-03-31)

ANSWERS:
“(i)   The following companies attempted to supply drugs which were close to expiry date, 
and these were refused by MMU.  Attachment AA was circulated at that Sitting.

1. New GPC


2. Western Scientific


3. Caribbean Medical 


4. Global Health Care

(ii) the answer was circulated at that Sitting.

(iii)  Materials Management Unit – Pilfer of Drugs

Employee found with vials of insulin in his possession, the police was called in. He was subsequently arrested and placed on bail. He never reported for duty thereafter. This matter is still engaging the attention of the Police. The Ministry of Public Health has since put measures in place to stop pilfering.
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(a) West Demerara Regional Hospital

The Pharmacist and his wife were working in the main drug bond.  A visit to the bond by the Ministerial Task Force found some discrepancies in the manner in which the Dangerous Drugs were being stored and accounted for. The Task Force returned to the West Demerara Hospital on 24th February, 2017 and found that the drugs ledger had been tampered with, figures were retraced and numbers were changed. The Pharmacists could not give account for several ampoules of Pethidine, Codeine and Morphine in his possession. The Police were subsequently called in and both the Pharmacist and his wife were arrested and the matter is still engaging the attention of the Police.

(b) Suddie Hospital
Drugs sent to the Suddie Hospital never arrived. The ministerial Task Force visited and found that some of the drugs never arrived at the hospital. The Pharmacist, pharmacy assistant and the driver of the ambulance were arrested. This pharmacist could not give account for several Dangerous Drugs and has not been making and entries in his Dangerous Drugs Ledger since 2015. This matter is still engaging the attention of the Police.

(c) New Amsterdam 

The Regional Pharmacist attached to the New Amsterdam Hospital was charged and placed on One Hundred (G$100,000) bail but was never interdicted from duty. This staff member has now been sent on leave to allow for an investigation to take place. The Commission of Inquiry report has listed names of employees from the Ministry of Public Health – Procurement Department who have been complicit with Contractors. 
(iv) The Minister is not aware of such decision.”
3. 
PROCUREMENT OF DRUGS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Minister of Public Health
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(i)
Could the Hon. Minister inform this National Assembly what was the total sum expanded for drugs and medical supplies for the Ministry of Public Health between January 1, 2016 and February 28, 2017?

(ii)
What percentage of the 2016 budgetary allocations for drugs and medical supplies was expended by December 31, 2016?  If any monies were returned to the Consolidated Fund, how much and what were the reasons for the underperformance in the procurement of drugs and medical supplies for the public health system?

(iii)
Could the Hon. Minister provide the following information to the National Assembly:-

(a) The name of each supplier?

(b) The value of each contract and date of award?

(c) The name of the supplier/s which may have failed to deliver within the stipulated contractual period and by what amount?

(d) The name of the supplier which may have delivered inferior/substandard drugs and medical supplies?

(iv)
Could the Hon. Minister state in each case of procurement:-

(a) Whether the tenders for the procurement of drugs and medical supplies were  publicly advertised?  If so when and where?

(b) If any of these awardees were pre-qualified?

(v)
In each case of the above, which body was responsible for evaluating and recommending the award of these contracts?

(Notice Paper No. 90 (Q18  Opp. 17) published on 2017-03-31)

ANSWERS:
“(i) The sum expended for Pharmaceuticals and Medical Supplies was $1,635,070,822 (January 1 through December 2016).
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(ii) (a)  96.1035% was expended.  The IFMAS statements were circulated at that Sitting.
      (b)  One supplier was blacklisted by the Food and Drugs Department.

      (c) While vaccines were received in the first quarter of 2017.

   (iii)   The name of the supplier/s which may have failed to deliver within the stipulated contractual period and by what amount are as follows:-

(a) International Pharmaceutical Agency $381,193,319.

(b)  Global Healthcare Supplies Inc. $2,569,719.10.

(c) Ansa Mc Al Trading Ltd. $12,488,630.

(iv)  (a) Procurement of drugs and medical supplies were publically advertised in the print media.
(c) Public Tender/ Sole Sourcing/ Restrictive Tendering/ Shopping (3)/ RFQ.

(v) The National Procurement, Tender and Administration Board.”
4. 
PROCUREMENT OF DRUGS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR THE 

GEORGETOWN PUBLIC HOSPITAL CORPORATION (GPHC)

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Minister Answering:

The Minister of Public Health

(i)
Could the Hon. Minister inform this National Assembly what was the total amount expended for the purchase of drugs and medical supplies for the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC) between the period January 1, 2016 and February 28, 2017?

(ii) 
Could the Hon. Minister provide the following information to the National Assembly:-
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(a) The name of each supplier?

(b) The value of each contract and date of award?

(c) The name of the supplier/s which may have failed to deliver within the stipulated contractual period and by what amount?

(d) The name of the supplier which may have delivered inferior/substandard drugs and medical supplies?

(iii)
Could the Hon. Minister state in each case of procurement:

(a) Whether the tenders for the procurement of drugs and medical supplies were publicly advertised?  If so, when and where?

(b) Whether any of these awardees were pre-qualified?

(iv)
In each case of the above, which body was responsible for evaluating and recommending the award of these contracts?

(Notice Paper No. 91 (Q19  Opp. 18) published on 2017-03-31)
ANSWERS:
(i) “2016

· Pharmaceuticals $681, 205,510 (This includes $631,000,000 for emergency pharmaceuticals)

· Medical Supplies $55,622,563.20

2017

· Pharmaceuticals $1,304,439,390
· Medical Supplies $761,060,748
               (ii)
Attachment DD was circulated at that Sitting.

               (iii)   (a) 
Tenders for the procurement of Pharmaceuticals and Medical Supplies   

were tendered, except in the instance of the Emergency Suppliers which bidders had already purchased the bid document.  In that instance it was restrictive tender. The print media was used.
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(b) The Awardees were not pre-qualified.

(iv)  The National Procurement and Tender Administration Board.”
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

Introduction and First Reading

PETROLEUM COMMISSION ON GUYANA BILL 2017 – Bill No. 4/2017

The Minister of Natural Resources, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the establishment and functions of the Petroleum Commission of Guyana and for related matters.
PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS
ITEM 1   -      INCREASES IN LAND RENT AND OTHER CHARGES TO FARMERS 
IN THE MAHAICA, MAHAICONY, ABARY AGRICULTURE AUTHORITY (MMA/ADA)

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P., moved the following motion:


WHEREAS Guyana’s economy is in no insignificant way based on the contributions of the agricultural sector which sustains the entire Guyanese population and provides economic activities and jobs for thousands of households and communities;


AND WHEREAS the Government has recently unilaterally imposed increases in land rent and other charges to farmers in the Mahaica, Mahaicony, Abary Agriculture Authority (MMA/ADA);
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AND WHEREAS the increase in some of these charges is in excess of 600%;

AND WHEREAS the rice farmers and the rice industry, in particular, which have been under severe duress over the past year, will be additionally hit with the imposition of these increased fees;


AND WHEREAS rice farmers in the MMA/ADA will now have to pay $15,000 per acre, an increase from $3,500 in 2016 for land rent, and, drainage and irrigation charges;


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly calls on the Government to immediately reverse these new increases of fees for land, drainage and other services for the MMA farmers in the best interest of the nation.

(Notice Paper No. 84 (M 68   Opp. 14) published on 2017-01-18)

The following Members spoke to the motion:
The Minister of Agriculture

Mr. Cornel Damon

Mr. Audwin Rutherford

Mr. Nigel Dharamlall

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.00 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.10 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.
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The following Members also spoke to the Motion:

Ms. Jennifer Wade

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha

The Minister of Citizenship 

Mr. Mohabir Nandall
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs 

The Prime Minister and First Vice-President

Thereafter Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj replied.
The motion was then put and negatived.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 7.45 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 9.00 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.
ITEM 2   -    REVOCATION OF THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY SURROUNDING 
THE CLAIMS OF AMERINDIAN LAND TITLING, THE INDIVIDUAL, JOINT OR COMMUNAL OWNERSHIP OF LANDS ACQUIRED BY FREED AFRICANS AND ANY OTHER LAND TITLING IN GUYANA

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P., moved the following motion:

WHEREAS on the 10th March, 2017, His Excellency, President David Granger, established a Commission of Inquiry under the Commissions of Inquiry Act, Chap 19:03 of Laws of Guyana for the following purpose:

“to examine and make recommendations to resolve all issues and uncertainties 
         /…18
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surrounding the claims of Amerindian land titling, the individual, joint or communal ownership of lands acquired by freed Africans and any matters relating to land titling in Guyana”;

AND WHEREAS the Commissioners have already been appointed to this Commission and this Commission is mandated to render the final report, findings and recommendations to His Excellency, the President, on or before the 1st day of November, 2017, or any later date as may be determined by His Excellency;

AND WHEREAS the Terms of Reference of the Commission of Inquiry were published in the Official Gazette on March 11, 2017;

AND WHEREAS the mandate of the Commission could undermine the legitimacy of Amerindian land rights and lead to the dispossession of Amerindian land titles and future land titling;

AND WHEREAS Guyana has established under the Amerindian Act 2006, a legal framework which addresses Amerindian land rights and Amerindian communal land titling; 

AND WHEREAS under the Amerindian Act of 2006, many Amerindian communities have been able to acquire communal titles;

AND WHEREAS the establishment of the aforementioned Commission appears to put Guyana on a collision course with its international rights and obligations;

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly calls upon the Government to invite His Excellency the President to consider revoking the aforementioned Commission of Inquiry in the best interest of national unity and social cohesion.
(Notice Paper No. 94 (M 74   Opp.15) published on 2017-04-26)


(As altered by the Speaker in accordance with Standing Order No. 27(2)(b)
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 10(1)

At 9.55 p.m., the First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved that Standing Order No. 10(1) be suspended to enable the Minister of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs to conclude his speech on the motion.

Thereafter, the Minister of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs continued and concluded his speech.

Assembly to resume the debate on the motion on 16th June, 2017.

ADJOURNMENT
At 10.16 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 15th June, 2017.

                                             …………………………………………………………………….  
           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 
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