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AN ACT to consolidate the law relating to the 
construction and interpretation of Acta of 
Parliament, Subsidiary Legislation, applied 
Lawe and Public documents and to make gen­
eral provisions for matters connected with 
or similar to the ·purposes aforesaid. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:­

P.ART I 

• 

• 

SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT •• 
I 

1. This Act may be cited as the Interpre-
tation and General Clauaea Act, 1970, and shall 
come into operation on 23rd February, 1970. 

2. 

PART ll 

APPLICATION TO THE STATE 

Thia Act shall be binding on the State. 

I 
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PART Ill 

.!PPLIC.ATION TO LAWS 

;.(l) This Act shall not apply to the co'lStitu­
tional instruments and to applied laws and, not-
Yi thstanding the def'ini tion of •written law• and 
"Act" in section 4, the expressions "written law" 
and "Act• in this Act, save where it is otherwise 
expressly provided, ahall not include the constitu­
tional instruments and applied laws. 

(2) Subject to subsection (1), this Act shall, 
unless it is otherwise expressly provided, apply to 
this Act and to all written law whether made before 
or after the coming into operation of this Act. 

PART IV 

DEFINITION OF EXPRESSIONS IN GENERAL USE 

4.(1) In any written law and in any public 
document the following expressions ahall, unle1:1s 
the context otherwise requires or it is othe1"'if1se 
expressly provided, have the following meanings -

•Act• means any Act of Parliament whether 
passed before or after the coming into 
operation of this Act and includes an Ord­
inance passed by a legislature of the form­
er Colony of British Guiana and includes a 
resolution, Act or Ordinance within the 
meaning of the Statue Law Continuation Ord­
inance and an applied Act; 
•admiralty jurisdiction" means such adairal.ty 
jurisdiction as was vested in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature of Guyana on 22nd Feb­
ruary, 19701 
"applied Act" means an Act of Parlaiment of 
the United Kingdom, having effect or having 
had effect as part of the law of Guyana; 
"applied law" means an applied Act and any 
legislative inst rument (other than the 
constitutional inst ruments ) made t hereunder 
otherwise than by an authority i n Guyana. 
having effect or having had effect as part 
of the law of Guyana; 
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"Commonwealth" has the meaning assigned to 
i t by the Constitution; 
"Commonwealth country" means Guyana or any 
country to which article 27 of the Constitu­
tion for the time being applies; 
"Commonwealth t err itory" me~s a Common­
wealth country or a dependency of a Common-
wealth country; 
"constitutional instruments" means the 
Guyana Independence Act, 1966, of the United 
Kingdom and the Guyana Independence Order, 
1966, of the United Kingdom; 
"the Constitution" means the Constitution of 
Guyana set out in Schedule 2 of the Guyana 
Independence Order. 1966; 
"Court of Appeal" means the Court of Appeal 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature estal:>­
lished by the Constitution; 
"enactment" means an Act of Parliament or an 
applied Act and does not include subsidiary 
legislation; 
"financial year" means, in respect of any 
matters relating to the revenue and expen­
diture of Guyana, or the Local Government 
Board, Sea Defence Board, or any other pul:>­
lic body, or in respect of the issue, dura­
tion, payment, or expiry of any licence 
required under any past or future written 
law, the twelve months beginning on the 1st 
January in any year; 
"the Gazette" means the Official Gazette of 
Guyana; . • 

"the Government" means the Government of 
Guyana; 
"Guyana" has the meaning assigned by art­
icles 1 and 125 of the Constitution; 
"High Court" means t1ie High Gourt of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature established by 
the Constitution; 
"local Government authority" means any autho­
rity responsible for the Government of any 
area by virtue of any Act relating to local 
Government; 
"Parliament• where the written law in which 
the expression occurs was made after 26th 
May 1966, means the Parliament of Guyana; 
•public account" includes any estimate of 
revenue and expenditure and any statement , 
s ummary or account of the Gover>:U11ent, or the 
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Local Government Board, Sea Defence Board or 
any other public body mentioned in a written 
law; "public office", "public officer" and 
"public service" have the meanings respec­
tively assigned .to them by article 125 of 
the Constitution; 
"proclamation" means a proclamation of the 
President under the public seal; 
•subsidiary legislation• or •statutory in­
~trument• means any proclamation, rule, . 
regulation, order, by-law, resolution, not­
ice, notification, direction or other in­
strument, made under or by virtue of any Act, 
and having legislative effect; and "rule" 
includes rule of court; 
"Service Commission" means the Public Service 
Commission, th& Police Service Commission or 
the Judical Service Commission, as the case 
may be, established by the Constitution; 
"Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances•, means 
any Ordinances and Acts for the time being 
in force regulating the summary jurisdic­
tion of magistrates in respect of criminal 
and quasi-criminal offences and matters; 
•the State• means the State of Guyana; 
"Supreme Court• means the Supreme Court of 
Judicature .established by the Constitution; 
"written law" means the constitutional in­
atrumenta, Acts of Parliament, subsidiary 
legislation and applied laws. 

(2) In any written law and in any public doc­
ument, unless the context otherwise requires or it is 
otherwise expreasly provided -

•dependencT' includes a protected State, a 
protectorate and a trust territory admin­
istered under the trusteeahip syat• of the 
United lfationaa 
•function• include• power and dutyJ 
•peace officer" includes any magistrate or 
justice of the peace, and any police, rur­
al or special constable; 

No. a 
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•person• includes any body of persona corir 
orate or unincorporate; 
•police constable" includes any member of 
the Police Force; 
•words" includes figures, punctuation 
marks, and typographical, monetary and 
mathematical symbols. • 

(3) In any written law made after 8th Karch, 
1856, and in any public document made or executed 
after 15th July, 1891, unless the context otherwise 
requires or it is otherwise expressly provided -

( a) words importing the masculine gender 
shall include females; 

(b) words in the singular shall include 
the plural and words in the plural 
shall include the singular; 

(c ) •month" means calendar month. 

(4) In any written law or in any public doc~ 
ument unless the context otherwise requires or it ia 
otherwise expressly provided -

(a) "per cent• means •per centum" and 
when used in relation to a rate of 
interest payable in any circ­
umstances, means the rate of in­
terest specifi ed payable in respect 
of a year, unl ess it is expressly 
provided that it i s payable in 
respect of any other period; 

(b) "made• when used in relation to 
written law includes passed and 
enacted; 

(c) "prescribed" or "provided" when 
used in or vi th reference to any 
Act means prescribed or provided 
by that Act or, where appropriate, 
by subsidiary legislation made 
under that Act; 

(d) "or", "other", and "otherwi se" 
shall be construed disj unct i vely 
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• 

• 

and not as 'implying similarity, 
unless the expression "similar", 
or some equivalent expression, is 
added • 

(5) In any written law passed after 8th March, 
1856, and in any .public document made or executed 
after 15th July, 1891, unles~ the context otherwise 
requires or it is otherwise expressly provided" 

"oath" and "affidavit", in the case of 
persons for the time being allowed by 
law to affi·rm or declare instead of 
swearing, includes affirmation or 
statutory declaration and •aweart in 
the like case includes affirm and 
declare. 

(6) In -8:!l,Y iritten .law ~~ in any public doc­
ument a reference' to writing shall be construed as 
including references to printing. lithogr~phy, photo­
graphy, and other modes of representing or repro­
ducing words fn visible form. 

' 

5. 
document 

CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS IN WRITTEN LAW 

AND PU13LIC DOC'UMEN'l:S 

In any written law or in any public doc-

(a) a reference to •the President• (however 
expressed) shall be construed as a reference to the 
Preuident of Guyana for the time beingJ 

(b) a reference to "the Minister" shall be 
const ed as a reference to the Minister to whoa 
responsibility for the· subject matter of such law or 
document hao been assigned by the President. 

6. Where any written law authorises or re-
quires any document to be served by poet, whether the 
expression •serve", •give", or •send•, or any other 
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expression is usea, then, unless the context other­
wise requires or it is otherwise expressly provided, 
the service shall 'be deemed to have been effected by 
properly addressing, pre-paying, and posting a letter 
containing the document, and, unless the contrary is 
proved, to have been effected at the time at which 
the letter wou1d be delivered in the ordinary course 
of post: 

Provided that when the place to which the letter 
is addressed is one in which there is no house to 
houae delivery of letters, service shall not be 
deemed to have been effected unless - (a) the 
letter has been registered, and (b) a notice baa 
been delivered to, or left at the residence of, the 
peraon upon whom service is to be effected stating 
that the letter is at the poet office awaiting deli v­
ery to hia, and (c) a declaration made before a 
Justice of the peace and signed by the person who 
delivered the notice, stating that he duly delivered 
it, ia produced., or other proof ia given of the due 
delivery thereof. 

7.(1) In any written law, unless it is other-
wise expressly provided or the context otherwise re­
quires, •rules of court•, when used in relation to 
any court, means rules made by the authority having 
for the time being power to make rules or orders 
reglllating the practice and procedure of that court. 

(2) The power of the authority to make 
rulea of court as hereinbefore defined includes a 
power to aake rulee of court. for the purpose of any 
written law directing or authorising anything to be 
done by rule• of court. 

PART VI 

REFERERCES IN WRITTEN LAWS 

8.(1) A reference in any written law to any 
other written law shall be construed as a reference 
to such other written law aa the same may be 
amended from time to time. 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

(2) Any written law which amends another 
written law shall be read and construed as one wd.th 
the amended written law. · 

(J) In an amend~ng Act the amended Act 
may be referred to as 'the Principal Act' and this 
subsection shall apply:JVutatis mutandis to sub­
sidiary legislation.. • 

(4) Where any written law which has been 
amended by any other wri~ten law is repealed, such 
repeal shall include the repeal of all those provi­
sions of such1 other written law by which such f1rst­
mentioned written law was amended. 

9.(1) . Where in any Act reference is made t6 a 
Part, ·division, section~ schedule or form: without any­
thing in the context to indicate that a reference to a 
Part, division, section, schedule or form of some 
other Act is ntended, -the reference shall be con­
strued as a reference to the Part, divi sion, section, 
schedule or fonn of the Act in which the reference is 
made. 

(2) Where in •a' section or other provision of 
any Act reference is made to a subsection, paragraph, 
subparagraph or other division without anything in the 
context to indicate that a reference to a subsection, 
paragraph, subparagraph or other division of some 
other section is intended, the reference shall be con­
strued as a reference to the subsection, paragraph, 
subparagraph or other division of the section in which 

• the :reference is made and this subsection shall apply 
mu t atis mutandi s to subsect ions, paragraphs, subpara­
graphs and other divisions . 

PART VII 

PUBLICATION, COMMENCEMENT AND CITATION OF ACTS 

10. Every Act shall be published in the 
Gazette and shall come into operation on the date of 
publication unless it is provided in that Act or some 
other written law that it shall come into operation 
on some other date. 
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ll. Where any Act passed after 15th July, 1891, 
i s expressed t o come into operation on a particular 
day, it shall, unless it is ~thervise expressly pro­
vided, be construed as coming into operation immed­
iately on the expiration of the previous day. 

12. Where any Act contains a short title, it 
shall be sufficient in all courts and for all purposes 
to cite the Act by the short title. 

PART Vlll 

OPERATION OF ACTS 

1,. Every Act passed after 15th July, 1891, 
shall be a public Act and shall be judicially noti ced 
as such, unless the contrary is expressly provided ~Y 
the Act. 

14.(1) Every section of an Act shall have 
effect as a substantive enactment without intro­
ductory words. 

(2) An Act may be altered, amended or re­
pealed in the same session of Parliament in which it 
is enacted. 

PART IX 

SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION 

15.(1) WherP. any written law confers power on 
any authority to make subsidiary legislation, the 
following provisions shall, unless it is otherwise 
expressly provided or the context otherwise requires, 
have effect with reference to the making and opera­
tion of such subsidiary legislation, 

(a) Where subsidiary legislation pur­
ports to be made in exercise of a 
particular power, it shall be 
ueemed also to be made in exercise 
of all other powers thereunto ena­
bling. 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

(b) No subsidiary legislation shall be 
inconsistent with the provisions 
of any Act. 

(c) Where subsidiary legislation is in 
excess ·of the power under which it 
is made, it shall nevertheless be 
valid to the extent to which it ia 
not in excess of that power. / 

; 

(d) 

(e) 

Any subsidiary legislation may at any 
time be amended, varied, suspended, 
rescinded or revoked by the same 
authority and in the same manner by 
and in which it was made: 

Provided that where such autho­
rity has been replaced wholly or in 
part by another authority, the power 
conferred upon the original authority 
may be exercised by the substituted 
authority concerning all matters or 
things within its jurisdiction aa if' 
it were the original authority. 

There may be annexed to the breach of 
any rule, regulation, by-law or order. 
any penalty not exceeding one hun­
dred dollars and, if the authority 
making such subsidiary legislation 
thinks fit, the penalty may be used 
for and recovered under the Summary 
Jurisdiction Ordinances. 

(2) Where in any written law a provision con-
ferring a power to make subsidiary legislation is 
amended or replaced (whether before or after the 
coming into operation of this Act) by any written law 
but the written law containing such provision ia 
not itself repealed, then all subsidiary legisla­
tion made under the provision and in force at the 
time of such amendment or substitution, shall, 
unless the context otherwise requires or it is 
otherwise expressly provided and so far as it is 
capable of being made under the amended or the 
ubstituted provision, continue 

No. 8 
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in force as if made unde; such ~rovision, subject to 
amendment or repeal by subsidiary legislation made 
under such provision. 

16.(1) All proclamations, rules, regulations, orders 
and by-laws shall be published in the Gazette and shall 
come into operation on the date of publica tion unless it l 
is otherwise expressly provided that they shall come 
into operation on some other date. 

(2) Statutory instruments other than 
those specified in subsection (1) need not be pub-· 
lished unless expressly required by the Act con­
ferring power to make them, and, whether published or 
not, such instruments shall come into operation at 
the time of their making or at such other time as may 
be s pecified t herein. 

(}) Subsidiary legislation may be 
made to operate retrospectively to any date which is 
not earlier than the coming into operation of the t 
Act under which the subsidiary legislation is madei 

Provided that no person shall be made 
or shall become liable to any penalty whatsoever in 
respect of any act committed or the failure to do 
any thing before the date on which such subsidiary 
legislation was published in the Gazette. 

17.(1) The expression •subject to negative 
resolution" when used in relation to the making of 
subsidiary legislation shall mean that such subsid­
iary legislation shall be laid before the National 
Assembly with all convenient speed after the making 
thereof and if the National Assembly within such 
period as shall be prescribed by the standing orders 
of the Assembly resolves that the subsidiary legisla­
tion shall be annulled the subsidiary legi s lation shall 
be void as from the date of the resolution but without 
prejudice to the validity of anything done thereunder 
or to the making of new subsidiary legislation. 

4 

resolution• used in relation to the making of subsid­
iary legislatio shall mean that such subsidiary 

(2) The expression •subject to affirmative ~ 



17 

AD 1970 INTERPRETATION AND GE~ERAL CLAUSES 

legislation shall not have the force of law unless 
and until affirmed by a resolution of the National 
Assembly. 

\ 

18.(1) Any reference in subsidiary legislation 
to "the Act• shall be construed as a reference to the 
Act under which such subsidiary legislation was made. 

(2) · In any written law a reference to an .let 
shall be deemed to include a reference to any subsid­
iary legislation made under the Act to which ref­
erence was made. 

(3) Terms and expressions used in sudsidiary 
legislation shall have the same meaning as in the Act 
under which such subsidiary legislation was made. 

19. Sections 9, 11 and 12 shall apply muta ti s 
mutandis and so far as they are not inapplicable to 
subsidiary legislation as they apply to Acts. 

PART X 

R)WERS 

20. Where in any Act which is not to come 
into operation immediately on the publication thereof, 
there is conferred 

(a) a power to make, or a power 
exercisable by making, subsid­
iary legislation; or 

(b) a power to make appointments; or 

(c) a power to do any other thing 
under or for the purposes of t he 
Act, 

that power may, unless i t i s otherwise expr essly pro­
vided, be exercised at any time after the date of 
publication of the Act : 

Provided t hat no subsidiary legislation, 
appointment, act or thing done under that power shall, 
unless it is necessary to bring the Act into operation, 
have any effect until the Act comes into operation. 

References cmd 
terms i n s u b • 
sidi ary l egisla• 
ti o n . 

Application of 

certain sections 
to su bsi di rry 
legi s lation . 

Ex e r cise of 
powe r !:. between 
p assi n g and 
comi ng i nto 
op e ration of 
Ac t. 

8' 



•• 8 

Construction of 
ptoTiaion a aa 
to exerci ae o f 
fun ction a. 

Delegation of 
function a. 

18 

THE LAWS OF GUYANA AD 1970 

21.{l) Where any written law confers a power or 
bapoaea a duty, unless it ia otherwise ·expressly pro­
vided, the power may be exercised and the duty shall 
be performed from time to time ae occasion requires. 

(2) Where any written law confers a power or 
impoaea a duty on the holder of an office, unl~ss it 
ia otherwise expressly provided, the power may be ex- • 
ercised and the duty shall be performed by the holder 
for the ti.me being of the office or by a person 
appointed to act for him or by a person lawfully per­
forming the functions of auch office. 

(,) Where under any written law any autho-
rity or person is empowered to appoint a person -

(a) tQ perform any function; or 

(b) to be a member of any board, 
tribunal commission, committee 
or similar body; or 

(c) to be or do any other thing; 

that authority may make the appointment either by 
appointing a person by name or by appointing the 
holder of an office by the term designating his office. 

22.(1) Where any writ t en law confers any func-
tion on the President, a Minister or a specified public 
officer, the President, the Minister or the specified 
public officer may, by order, delegate any other public 
officer to exercise such function on his behalf and 
thereupon or from the date specified, the person de.l­
egated shall have and may exercise such function. 

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) shall authorise 
the President, any Minister or any specified public 
officer to delegate any person to make subsidiary 
legislation or to hear any appeal. 

(3) In this section "specified public 
officer" means the person for the time being holding 
any public office which has been specified, either 
generally or for the purposes of a particular Act, 
under this section by the President by notice in the 
Gazette. 
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• 23.(1) Where any written law confers power on any 
person to delegate the exercise on hiQ behalf of any 
function conferred upon him under any written law -

• 

• 

(a) such delegation shall not p~ 
elude the person ao delegating 
from exercising the functiona ~ 
delegated; 

(b) such delegation may be condi­
tional, qualified or limited in 
such manner as the person so 
delegating ma,y think fit; 

(c) where the delegation may be made 
only with the apProval of some 
person, such delegation ma,y be 
conditional, qualified or limited 
in such manner as the person 
whose approval is required may 
think fit; and 

(d) the delegation may be to a named 
person or to the person for the 
time being holding any office 
designated by the person so 
delegating. 

{2) 
The delegation of any power shall be 

deemed to include the delegation of any duty incidental 
thereto or connected therewith and the delegation of 
.eny duty shall be deemed to include the delegation of 
ny power incidental thereto or connected therein. 

PART Il 

.APPOirt'MERTS . 

BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND CORPORATIONS. 

24.(1) Where any written law confers a power or im­
,oses a duty upon any person to make any appointment or 
to constitute or establish any board then the perrson 
having such power or duty shall also have power -
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(a) to remove, suspend, dismiss or revoke 
the appointment of. any person 
appointed in the exercise of such power 
or duty and to reappoint or reinstate 
~uch person; 

(b) to appoint a person to act temporarily• 
for any person appointed who is unabl69 
to perform his functions through ab­
sense or illness or other cause; 

(c:) to specify the period for which any 
person appointed in exercise of such 
power or duty shall hold such appoint­
ment: 

Provided that where the first-mentioned 
power or duty is only exercisable upon the recommendation 
or is subject to the approval or consent to some other 
person. then the powers under this section shall only be 
exerci5-ble upon such recommendation or subject to such 
a]IIProval or consent. 

(2) Any appointment under the provisions of any 
written law may be made to have effect retrospectively 

• 
as t"rom the date upon which the person appointed in fact 
began to exercise the powers and perform the duties of 
his appointment, not being a date earlier than the coming 
into operation of the written law under which the 
appointment is made. 

(3) Where under any written law a power is con­
ferred upon any person or any authority to appoint the 
members of any board, that person or authority may 
appoint a chairman, vice-chairman and secretary of such 
board. 

(4) Where any board, is established under any 
written law, the validity of any act or thing done in 
pursuance of any of the powers of such board, shall not 
be affected by -

(a) any vacancy in the membersbip there­
of, or 
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(b) any defect in the appointment or 
qualifications of a person purporting 
to be a member thereof~ or 

(c) the presence at or participation in 
any proceedings.,. of any person not en­
titled to be present thereat or to 
participate therein; or 

(d) any minor irregularity (not calculated 
to cause any prejudice, injustice or 
hardship to any person) in the con­
vening or conduct of any meeting 
thereof. 

(5) In this section the term "board" includes 
tribunal,. commission, committee and other similar body. 

25. Where any written law contains words estab-
lishing or providing for the establishment of a body 
- ~rporate~ those words sh.all operate -

(a) to vest in that body when estahlished­

(i) the po~er to sue in its corporate 
name; 

(ii) the power to enter into contracts 
in its corporate name, and to do 
so that,. as regards thir.d parties.. 

the body shall be deemed to have 
the same power to make contracts 
as an individual has; 

(iii) the right to have a common sea1 
and to alter or change that sea1; 

(iv) the right to acquire and hold any 
movable or immovable property for 
purposes for which the body is 
constituted and to dispose of, or 
charge, such property; 

(v) the right to regulate its own 
procedure and bl:18iness. 

(b) to make that body liable to be sued in 
its corporate name. 

E•tabli..i.-t 
of corpo rate 
bodies . 



No. 8 

...... v n ti nuance in 
office after 
disso l u t ion of 
Parli am e n t of 
a Member there• 
o f as members 
of c ertai n 
Board s . 

Power of 
majority. 

Fu nctions of 
Attorney General 
may be performed 
by Solici tc. 
Gene r al. 

22 

THE LAWS OF GUYANA AD 1970 

(2) Section 24(3) shall apply to a body corporate as 
i t appli es to boards . 

26.(1) Where at any time Parliament is dissolved, 
no person who was a member thereof at the t ime of such 
dissolution shall, by reason only of such dissolution, . 
cease to be a member. director, chairman, or vice­
chairman of any board to whi ch he was appointed or of 
which he was a member, director. chairman or vice­
chairman by virtue of his being a member of Parliament. 
and any such person shall, notwithstanding such dia­
solution, continue to be a member. director, chairman 
or vice-chairman, as the case may be, of such board un­
til the first meeting of Parliament held after such dis­
solution. 

(2) In this section the expression "board" in-
cludes advisory council, committee and any body or 
authority, however created. 

27 .(1) Where any written law confers functions 
upon a body or a number of persons consisting of or not 
being lees than three. such functions may be performed 
in the name of that body or number of persons by a 
majority of those persons; 

(2) Whenever such body or number of persons is 
assembled. the chairman or other member presiding shall 
have a casting as well as an original vote, in all mat­
ters in which a decision is taken by vote. 

(3) The exercise of any power vested in such 
body or number of persons may be signified either by 
the chairman or other person presiding at the meeting 
or other proceeding at which such power was exercised 
or at which. as the case may be, authority to exercise 
it was confirmed, or by any person from time to time 
authorised by such body or number of persons to signify 
the exercise of such power. 

PART XII 

LAW OFFICERS 

28.(l) Subject to subsection 4, any f unctions autho-
r i sed or r equired by or under any written law to be dis­
charged by the Attorney General may be discharged by t he 
Solicitor General: 
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Provided that, save where the office of 
Attorney General is vacant--or the holder thereof is un­
able (whether by reason of absence or infirmity of body 
or mind or any oth~r cause) to act. the Solicitor Gen­
eral shall discharge such only of the said functions as 

. the Attorney General may assign to him. 

(2) During any period when the office of Attorney 
General is vacant, any certificate, petition. direction, 
notice, proceeding or other document, matter or thing 
whatsoever authorised or required, by or under any 
written law to be given, delivered, served, taken 
or done to, on or against the Attorney General, 
may be given, delivered, served, taken or done to, 
on or against the Solicitor General. 

( 3) For the a,voidance of doubt it is hereby de­
clared that. subject to the provisions of the following 
subsection, where the office of Attorney General is vac­
ant or the holder thereof is unable (whether by reason 
of· abeence or infirmity of body or mind or any other 
~ause) to act, the functions of that office at .collllllOD 
law shall be discharged by the Solicitor General. 

(4) Where the office of Attorney General is vac­
ant or the holder thereof is unable (whether by reason 
of absence or infirmity of body or mind or any other 
cause) to actr the Prime Minister may ~irect the Soli­
citor General not to discharge all or any of the afore­
said functions of that office. 

29. The Deputy State Solicitor shall have and may 
exercise and perform all the functions of the State 
Solicitor. 

PART llll 

TIME AND DISTANCE 

No. 8 
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30. Where any expression of time occurs in any Standard Time 

written law or public document, the time referred to 
shall signify the standard time of Guyana whichr unless 
the President prescribes otherwise by orderr shall be 
three hours and forty-five minutes behind Greenwich Mean 
Time. 
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31. In any written law where no time is prescribed 
or allowed within which anything shall be done, such thing 
shall be done with all convenient speed, and as often as 
the prescribed occasion arises. 

32.(1) In computing time for the purpose of any 
written law unless the context otherwise r equires or it . 
is otherwise expressly provided -

(a) a reference to days shall be construed as 
a reference to clear days; 

(b) a period of days from the happening of 
an event or the doing of any act or thing 
shall be deemed to be exclusive of the 
day on which the event happens or the act 
or thing is done; 

(c) if the last day of the pe r iod is a public 
holiday the period shall include the next 
following day, not being a public holi­
day; . 

(d) when any act or proceeding is directed or 
allowed to be done or taken on a certain 
day, ther. if that day happens to be a 
public holiday, the act or proceeding 
shall be considered as done or t aken in 
due time i f i t is done or taken on the 
next day following not being a public 
holiday; 

(e ) when an act or proceeding is directed or 
allowed to be done or taken -

( i) within any t ime not exceeding six 
days. public holidays shall not be 
reckoned in the computation of the 
time; 

( ii) wi thin any time exceeding six days, 
public holidays shall not be reck­
oned so as to reduce the time to 
less than six days not being public 
holidays. 
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33. 'Where in any written law a time is prescribed 
for doing any act or taking any proceeding and power is 
given to a court. public body, public officer or other 
authority to extend such time, then the power may be 
exercised by the court, public body, public officer or 
other authority notwithstanding the expiration of time 

. prescribed. 

34. In the measurement of any distance for the 
purposes of any written law, that distance shall be mea­
sured in a straight line on a horizontal plane. 

PART XIV 

OFFENCES, Pi NALTIES & PROSECUTIONS 

35. Where in any written law a penalty is pre-
scribed for an offence~ unless it is otherwise expressly 
provided, such provision shall imply 

(a) that such offence shall be punishable 
upon conviction by a penalty not exceed­
ing the penalty prescribed; and 

(b) if the amount of the fine is unspeci­
fied, that such offence shall be punish­
able by a fine of any amount in the 
discretion of the court provided that 
the amount of the fine shall not be 
excessive. 

36. Where in any written law more than one 
penalty is prescribed for an offence, the use of the 
word "and" shall mean that the penalties may be inflict­
ed alternatively or cumulatively. 

37. Where an act or omission constitutes an 
offence under two or more written laws, the offender 
shall, unless it is otherwise expressly provided, be 
liable to be prosecuted and punished under either or any 
of those laws, but a conviction or an acquittal upon 
such prosecution shall be a bar to prosecution for the 
same offence, or for an offence which is substantially 
the same offence, under any other of such laws. 
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PART }..'V 

APPLIED LAWS 

38. An applied law shall be deemed to extend to 
Guyana so far only as local laws and circumstances per­
mit; and in applying that law or portion thereof it • 
shall be construed with any verbal alteration, not 
affecting the substance, necessary to render it appli­
cable to the particular matter in question. 

39.(1) Where in any written law or in any public 
document made after 15th July, 1891, reference is made 
to an applied Act, the applied Act may be cited by its 
short title, if any, either with or without reference 
to the chapter,~or by reference to the regnal year in 
which it was passed and where necessary either by a ref­
erence to a particular chapter or to a particular ses­
sion of Parliament of the United Kingdom or by reference 
to a section of the applied Act. 

(2) That reference shall, unless the context 
otherwise requires, be read as referring, in the case of 
applied laws included in any revised edition of the laws 
of Guyana purporting to be printed by authority, to that 
edition, and in the case of applied laws not so included 
and made before the reign of George I, King of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, to the edition prepared 
under the direction of the Record Commission of the 
Government of the United Kingdom; and in other cases to 
t he copies of such applied laws purporting to be printed 
by the Queen's printer or under the superintendence of 
Her Majesty's stationery office in the United Kingdom • 

. iQ. In any applied law made after 15th July, 1891, 
a description or citation of a portion of an applied 
Act shall, unless the context otherwise requires, be 
construed as including the voz-d. section or other part 
mentioned or referred to as forming the beginning and as 
forming the end of the portion comprised in the descrip­
tion or citatio~. 

PART XVI 

REPEAL OF WRITTEN LAW 

41. Where a written lav made after the 8th March, 
1856, whether before or after the coming into operation 
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of this Act, repeals in whole or in part any former 
written law and substitutes provisions for the written 
law repealed, the repealed written-law- shall, unless~ 
the context otherwise requires or it is otherwise .• 
expressly provided, remain in forc.e until the substituted 
provisions come into operation. 

42. ~/here a written law made after the 8th March,. 
1856, repeals a repealing written law, it shall not be 
construed as reviving any written law previ~~sly re­
pealed, unless words are added reviving that written 
law. 

I 

43. Where a wri tten law made after 15th July, 
1891, repeals and re-enacts, with or without modifica­
tion, any provisions of a former written law, references 
in any other written law or in any public document to 
the provisions so repealed shall, unless the context 
otherwise requires or it is ot~erwise expressly provided, 
be construed as references t o the provisions so re--
enacted. 

44. Where a written law made after 15th July, 
1891, repeals any other written law then, unless the 
context otherwise requires or it is otherwise expressly 
provided, the repeal shall not -

(a) revive anything not in force or existing 
at the time at which the repeal takes 
effect; or 

(b) affect the previous operation of any 
written law so repealed or anything duly 
done or suffered under any written law 
so repealed; or 

(c) affect any right, privilege, obligation,. 
or liability acquired, accrued, or incur­
red under any written law so repealed; or 

(d) affect any penalty, forfeiture, or 
punishment incurred in respect of any 
offence committed against any written 
law so repealed; or 

(e) affect any investigation, legal proceed­
ing, or remedy in respect of any right, 
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privilege, obligation, liability, 
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment 
aforesaid; 

and the investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy may 
be instituted, continued or enforced, and the penalty, 
forfeiture or punishment may be imposed as if the re- · 
pealing written law had not been made. 

PART XVII 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELATING TO WRITTEN LAW 

45. No written law shall in any manner whatsoever 
affect the rights of the State unless it is therein 
expressly provided or unless it so appears by necessary 
implication. 

46.(1) Where any written law is divided into Parts 
Titles or divisions, the fact and particulars of such 
divisions shall be taken notice of in .all courts and 
for all purposes whatsoever. 

(2, The preamble of any written law may be refer­
red to for assistance in explaining the scop~ and object 
of the written law. 

(3) Every schedule, t ab le or marginal note to any ' 
written law, together with any notes to any Act or note 
to any Part thereof shall be construed and have effect 
as part of the written law. 

47. Whenever forms are prescribed in any written 
law, slight deviations therefrom, not affecting the su· 
stance or calculated to mislead, shall not invalidate 
them. 

48.(l) Where expressions are defined f or the purposes 
of or used in any written law, such expressions ohall 
have the meanings assigned to them, unless there is any­
thing in the subject or context repuenant to or incon­
sistent with such meaning. 

(2) Where a word is defined in or for the purposes 
of any written law~ other parts of speech and grammati­
cal variations of that word and cognate expressions, 
shall have corresponding meanings in or for the pur­
poses of such written law. 
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49. . Every written law which affects or benefits 
some particular person or association or body corporate 
shall be ieemed to contain provision saving the rights 
of the State, of all bodies politic and corporate and 
of all other persons except persons affected or bene­
fited oy the written law and those claiming by or under 
them. 

• • In any written law a description or citation 
of a portion or any other written law shall, unless 
it is othewise express ly provided or the context other­
wise :requires, be construed as including the word, sec­
tion or other part entioned or referred to as forming 
the bc!tgi nning and as forming the end of the portion 
coapriaed in the description or citation. 

51.(1) Where under a written law the consent or 
authority of the Attorney General or the Director of 
Public Prosecutions is necessary before any action or 
prosecution is commenced, any document purporting to be 
the consent or authority of the Attorney General or 
Director of Public Prosecutions shall be received as 
.. ima facie evidence in any proceeding without proo~ 

oeing given that the signature to such consent or author­
ity is that of the Attorney General or the Director of 
Public Prosecutions. as the case may be. 

(2) Where under secti on 28 of this Act the Solici -
tor General is exercising the powers of t he Attorney 
General, the provisions of this section shall apply t o 
t he Solicitor General as they apply to the Attorney 
General • 

• 
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PART XVIII 

(SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS 

AD 197C' 

52.(1) The meaning of the word "lands" in any Or -
inance passed after the 8th March 1856 and before the 
15th July. 1891 shall not be affected by this Act. 

(2) In any written law made before the coming into 
operati,m of this Act, the expression "statute" shal 
continue to have the same meaning as under the Interp­
retation Ordinance, 1891 (hereinafter repealed). 

53. The Interpretation Ordinance, 1891, the Deputy 
Crown Solicitor (Powera) Ordinance, 1961, and the Law 
Officers Ordinance, 1965 are hereby repealed. 

Provided that all delegations of functions 
vested in the President at the date of commencement of 
this Act 

(a) 

(b) 

made under section 39 of the Interpretation 
Ordinance and published in the Gazette; or 

made by order under section 40 of the 
Interpretation Ordinance, 

and still in force at the date of the commencement of 
this Act shall continue to have effect after such date 
as if made under section 22 of this Act. 

Passed by the National Assembly on 16th February, 1970 . • 
Clerk of the National Assembly. 
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