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AN ACT to regulate the awards of State Pensions in respect of service 
to the State in certain special circumstances. 

A.D mt. Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

Short title. 
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1. This Act may be cited as the State Pensions Act 1971.

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -
"child includes -

(a) a posthumous child:
(b) a step-child;
( c) an illegitimate child who immediately before the

death of the deceased person, was wholly or par­
tially dependent on hi,m for support; and

( d) an adopted child, adopted in a manner recognised
by law;

"dependant" means any person, other than a widow or 
child, who immediately before the death of the deceased 
person was wholly or partially dependent on him for 
support. 

3. ( 1) Whenever the President considers it desirable, having
regard to the nature and quality of the service rendered to the State 
by any person and to the special circumstances ;pertaining to the case, 
including the ineli!?ibility of that person for a comparable pension under 
any other law, that such service should qualify for the payment of a 
pension (hereinafter referred to as a State Pension) he may by in­
strument under the Seal of Guyana designate such service as qualify­
ing for the payment of a State Pension. 

(2) No service of a person shall be designated under sub­
section ( 1 ) if the person, at the time of such designation, is alive 
unless either -

(a) he has attained the age of 50 years;
or 

(b) not having attained the age of 50 years, the Presi­
dent is satisfied that such person is incapable by
reason of infirmity of mind or body of being gain­
fully occupied and that such infirmity is likely to
be permanent.

4. ( 1) Subject to this Act, where the President has designated
any service as qualifying for the payment of a State Pension the Minis­
ter resix,nsible for finance shall, by order, which shall be subject to 
negative resolution, prescribe the amount of pension, ,the- person 
to whom such pension shall be paid, being the person whose service 
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has· been so· designated or any · w!4ow, child, or dependant of such 
person, the time of commencemnt at �uch payment and the terms and 
cpod!t!Qns o� whioh such pension shall be payable. 
-:· (2) The annual rate·of a State Pension shall not exceed the 

maximum like rate payable as a pension under·the Pensions (Gover­
nor-General, ·Parliamentary and Special Offices) Act 1969, to a legis­
lator� 'not being the holder of a specified ·qualifying office within the 
meaning of that act. 

5. ( 1 ) Where a person was in receipt of a State Pension at the �·
date of his death, there shall be paid to his widow, during her lifetime cmioa,. 

and while unmarried, a widow's pension at an annual rate equivalent 
to one-half of the State Pension with effect from the said,date. 

(2) A widow's pension under this section -
(a) shall, subject to subsection ( 3) , if the widow is in

receipt of a State Pension, cease to be payable; and
(-b) shall, subject to subsection ( 3), if the widow is ii\ 

receipt of a salary payable out of ,public fu�ds, 
cease to be payable during the period in respect 
of which the widow is in receipt of such salary. 

. (3) Where the rate of widow's pehsion exceeds the rate of the 
State Pension or the rate of salary, as the case may be, nothing in sub­
section (2) shall prevent the payment of the widow's· pension to the 
extent of such excess. 

( 4) N1Jtwithstanding anything in this Act, but subject to the
provisions of this section, where the person mentioned in subsection 
( 1 ) dies leaving a dependant to whom he has bequeathed an annuity 
not exceeding one-third of any widow's pension paya:ble under this 
section consequent on the death of a deceased .person or which would 
have been payable had the deceased person died l_ea�ing a widow, and 
has directed that such annuity be pay�ble l!Ilder this Act, such annuity 
�h;ill be paid to su�h dependant; and where a widow's. pension is pay­
able under 'this section consequent on the death of the deceased per­
son, the amount of any annuity so paid shall be deducted from such 
pension: 

Provided that where the dependant, being an unmar­
ried person at the date of the deceased's qe _ath, marries, the 
said annuity shall forthwith cease to b_e payable. 

Jl:.i • .. . .. 
..... . ,. · . .; ' 1 

�... : - . � ;,, ,• 

. 6. (1) �ere �e p_erson �ho was in _receipt ?f r State �ension �=
m respect of hts sel'Vlce dies leaving one ·Jar· mote children, a children's 
allowance 'Shall be payable -in respect _of. such child or ·children while 
undc;,r µ}e age ot. twenty-'One years. · · · :. ;:.,._ - �;:; .-:;.:." 
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. _ · ·.(2}:�0nly one:children's a11&iwance shall be payable in respe.ct 
ot service'"design·ated under section j, but -

. " 

i •.• ... 

: ·-�-

(a) the rate thereof may Yary according to the number of
childre.n entitled thereto. so however, that the aggre­
gate rate -of allowance payable shall not _exceed the
rate specified in paragraph (a) of subsection (3) or
the. State Pension first-mentioned in section 4(1 ),
as the case may be;

(b) it shall be paid to such person or persons as the
Minister may, from time to time, direct and different
parts thereof may be directed to be paid to different
persons:

(c) the person to whom all or any part thereof is oaid
shall apply the sum paid to him without distinction,
for the benefit of all the children for the time being
entitled thereto or for the benefit of such of them as
the Mini ter rnay, from time to time, direct.

(3) Where the deceased person leaves a widow, the annual
rate of the children's allowance during her lifetime shall be -

(a) one�third of the rate of the State Pension, where
there are two or more ohildren entitled to the
children's allowance; and

(b) one-sixth of the rate of s-uch pension where there is
only one child entitled to the children's allowance.

(4) Where the deceased pe'"son leaves no widow, or where he
leaves a widow, then. after her death or after anv pension pavable to 
her ceases to be paid before her death tlie annual rate of the children's 
allowance shall be -

(a) one-half of the rate of the State Pen ion where there
are two or more children entitled to the children's
allowance;

(b) one-quarter of the rate of such pension where there
is only one child entitled to the children's allowance.

_ (5) Nothwithstanding subsection (1), a female child who 
marrie_� while under the a!!e of twenty-one years shall cease to be en­
titled to a children's allowance. 

7. Monevs pavable under this Act shall be charged on and
paid out of the Conso�idated Fund. 

!'u:..:e:"'1 8. Money& payable to, or in respect of, any person oursuant
n.ot .willn- to this Act shall not be assignable or transferable except for the pur-
•*· - ·, ".:' pose of satisfying -

.,... 

(a) a debt due to the State; or
{b)' an order of any court for the payment of periodical

sums of money towards the maintenance of the wife. ,, 
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former wife or child, being a minor, of the person to 
whom ,tlhe award is payable, and shall not be liable 
to be attached, sequestered or levied upon for or in 
respect of _any debt or claim whatever except a debt 
due to the State or any sum recoverable pursuant to 
any such order of a court as aforesaid. 

[No. 24 

9. The Minister responsible for finance m:ay make rogula- •en1 r ·
tions for the purpose of giving effect to this Act, 

Passed by the National Assembly on the 29��ber, 1971.

F. A. NARAIN, 

Clerk of the Nationpl Assembly. 
(9ill No. 2'/197!1) 
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