





PN THE 1LAWS OF GUYANA [A.D. 1969
FIRST SCHEDULE.
SECOND SCHEDULE.
An Act to make provision for the Valuation of Property for Rating
Purposes and for matters connected therewith.
- 1969. Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:—
PART 1 — PRELIMINARY
T lite This Act may be cited as the Valuation for Rating Pur-
icemens.  pOSES Act 1969, and shall come into operation on such day, as
the Minister may, by order. appoint.
imscrpre- 2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —
“appeals committee” means a local rating wvaluation
appeals committee;
“appeals panel” means a local rating valuation appeals
panel;
“assessed value” means the value of any property as
shown in a draft list or valuation list;
“City” means the City of Georgetown;
“City Council” means the municipal council in and for
the City;
“clerk” means the chicf executive officer of a loca!
authority;
“Court” means the High Court;
“draft list” means the list which the Valuation Office:
is required to prepare under section 10;
“Judge” means a judge of the ( irt;
“local authority” means the Mayor and City Council of
Georgetown, the Mayor and Town Council of New Am-
sterdam and any local authority constituted under the
Cap. 150 Local Government Ordinance and includes any local

authority which may hereafter be constituted under any
law relating to local government;

“Minister” means the Minister to whom responsibility for
iocal government is for the time being assigned;
“objection” means an objection to a draft list or to a
proposal;

“owner” means the person for the time being receiving
the rent of the lands, buildings or erections in connection
with which the word is used, whether on his own account
or as agent or trustee for any other person, or who
would so receive that reat if the lands, houses, buildings
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(2) The Minister shall by order fix. in respect of any a_nd
every valuation of property in any area as aforesaid. a date at which
all property in that area shall be valued:

Provided that if the Minister deems it necessary or expedient
to do so he may alter, from time to time, any dates fixed by him
under this subsection.

(3) The Minister may by the first-mentioned order in sub-
section (1) or any sut nt order de 1ate any area which is not
for the time beine adm red by a locar authority. as an area pro-
posed to be ar  imarea with a local authority to be named in the
order and with _.__:t from the coming into operation of such an order
the area so desienated shall for the purposes of subsection (1) be
deemed to be part of the area administered by the local authority.

(4) Where an arca has been desienated under subsection
(3) the references in sections 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15, 22. 24 and 25
to a local authoritv shall be constried as references to the District
Commissioner within whose district the area so desienated is situated.

(5) Subseguent valuation lists in resmect of anv <uch area
shall be prepared bv the Valuation Officer and shall come into oper-
ation on the 1st Januarv in every fifth vear after the vear in which
the list for the area has come inte operation pursuant to subsection
.

(6) The Minister mav. bv order. extend the period durine
which a valuation list mav remain in force:

Provided that no <uch order <hall have the effect of extend-
ing the period during which a list shall remain in force hevond ten
vears from the dav on which it firet came into operation

(7) Every vahiation list chall remain in force until it ic
superseded by a new list.

(8) Tn subeection (4). the word “district” means the district
adm ed bv a District Commissioner under the District Govern-
men. _..inance.

5. (1) Tn every case where a valuation list is to be made under
this Act for any area, the Valmation Officer mav serve a notice on
the owmer, lessee or occupier ~f anv propertv in the area. or on anv
one or more of them requirine T or them to make a return contain-
ing such particulars as mav be reasonably required for the purpose of
enabling the Valuation Officer accurately to compile the list.

( The Valuation Officer may at any time require the land-
lord, tenant or any other person in nossession of receipts, rent hooks or
other books of account or any other document relating to the rents
paid or reccived, the expenses incurred in the administration of any
property or the purchase price of any property or any other matter
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7.(1) The Valuztion Officer shall have power at all reasor "™
times after giving not less than fortv-eight hours’ notice in w !
to the owner or occupier to enter on and survey or inspect any , _-
perty in any area in respect of which he has been directed to prepare
a valuation list pursuant tc section 4.

(2) If any person wilfully delays or obstructs the Valuation
Officer in the exercise of his powers under this section he shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding two -ed dollars.

&. Where property n respect of which one valuation would
othe: “se have been made under this Act is situated partly in one
area ..ad partly in another area, the valuation shall first be made of
the property as a whole and the value so determined shall be appor-
tioned between the respi  ve areas m such ratio as the Valuation
Officer may. after consultation with the local authorities administering
the respective areas, determine.

9. (1) Unless the Valuation Officer otherw™  directs. there shall
be included in one valuation several properties w..ch are contiguous
to each other and are owned by the same person.

(2) Plant, machinery and equipment situated on one or more
properties may be aggregated for the purposes of valuation if the pliant,
machinery and equipment and the properties on which they are situated
are contiguous. in the ownership of the same person and form part
of one industrial unit.

PART 1T — VALUATION

PROCEDURE — OBJECTIONS AND PROPOSALS

10. (1) Wherc a valuation list is to be made for an area. the
Valuation Officer shall not later than six months prior to the day on
which the list is to come into operation —

(a) if the list is for the City or a Town, or part thereof.
prepare a draft list of the properties therein and the
annual rental value of such properties determined
in accordance with the first schedule;

(b) if the list is for any other area than is mentioned in
paragraph (a). prepare a draft list of the properties
therein and the capital value of such properties
determined in accordance with the second schedule;

(c) transmit three copies of the draft list when completed
to the appropriate local authority;

(d) forthwith publish notice that the draft list has been
completed.
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(3) The Valuation Officer shall give notice to the local
authority of all alterations made by him in respect of any property.

(4) Any notice served under this section shall be in the pre-
scribed form and shall include a statement of the rights of appeal
conferred by section 22 and shall be accompanied by a prescribed
torm of appeal.

13. (1) The Valuation Officer shall, not later than twenty-one
days before the day o '~ 1 a valuation list is to come into operation,
settle, sign and trans ch list to the local authority and shall at
the same time notify w.. woerk of the uppeals panel that such list has
been settled, signed and transmitted to the local authority.

(2) Before settling and signing the valuation list, the Valuation
Officer shall make such alterations therein as are necessary to give
effect to any decisions pursuant to an appeal under section 22 and
where a notice of appeal has been withdrawn as the result of an agree-
ment made between the Valuation Officer, the appellant and any other
person entitled to be F~~<d on the appeal, he shall include such altera-
tions in the valuation  as are necessary to give effect to the agree-
ment.

(3) Save as aforesaid, and subject to any alterations made
for the purpose of correcting any clerical or arithmetical error, the
valuation list as settled and signed shall be identical with the draft
list 1evised as hereinbefore provided.

(4) The Valuation Officer shall not be required to await the
hearing and delermination of all appeals pursuant to section 22 before
settling and signing tbe valuaton list, and if any such appeal is not
heard and determined before the valuation list is settled and signed,
it shall, unless withdrawn, be heard and determined as soon as pos-
sible thereafter and the decision shall be deemed to have had effect
from the day on which the list came into operation.

(5) The valuation list as transmitted to the local authority
shall as from the date when it comes into operation and subject to
any alterations made in accordance with this Act be the valuation list
tor the area to which it relates and any failure on the part oi the
Valuadon Officer to complete 7~ proceedings with r~ “ect to the
preparation and settling of the v ation list within the __.e required
by this Act or the omission from the list of any matters required by
this Act to be included thercin or the non-compliance with any of
the provisions of this Act shall not of itself render the valuation list,
or the levy of any rate upon the assessed values of the propertie:
inserted therein invalid.

(6) The Valuation Officer shall give notice of the settling of
the valuation list and the notice shall state that a copy thereof is on
deposit at the offices of the local authc :y for public inspection.

14. (1) A local authority on receiving a valuation list shall de-
posit it in its offices.
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of objection to the proposal in the prescribed form together with
such number of copies as may be prescribed; and the Valuation Officer
shall within seven days thereafter serve one copy on the maker of
the proposal.

(4) Where the proposal is made otherwise than by the
Valuation Officer, the Valuation Officer may, within twenty-one days
from the date on which the proposal is served on him, serve on the
maker of the proposa!l notice of objection in the prescribed form to
the proposal.

(5) Upon the expiration of the times limited by subsections
(3) and (4), if a notice of objection in the prescribed form has not
been served or if a notice after being served is unconditionally with-
drawn, the Valuation Officer shall cause such alteration to be made
in the valuation list as will give eflect to the proposal.

(6) No alteration shall be made in the valuation list in pur-
suance of a proposal where motice of objection has been given and
not been withdrawn under subse~tion (5) unless the matter has been
referred to the appeals commi : under section 23 and then only
either ——

(i) in pursuance of the decision of the appeals committee
or arbitrator or of the Court or of the Court of
Appeal on an appeal from such committee; or

(ii) by agreement between all the persons entitled to
be heard bv the appeals committee.

17. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section. an alteration
made in the valuation list in pursuance of a proposal shall in relation
to anv rate current on the dav when the proposal in pnrsvance of
which the alteration so made was served on the Valuation Officer.
or where the proposal was made by the Valuation Officer, current at
the date when notice of the proposal was served on the owner of the
property in question, be deemed to have had effect as from the com-
mencement of the period in respect of which the rate was made. and
shall subject to the provisions of this section. have effect for the pur-
poses of any subsequent rate.

(2) Notwithstanding anvthing to the contrarv in subsection
(1), an alteration in the valuation list which either —

(a) arises from the inclusion in the list of a newly erected
or reconstructed property, or

(b) is madc by reason of a change in the value of a
proverty caused by the making of structural alterations
or by the total or partial destruction of any bnilding
or other erection by fire or any other physical cause;
or

(¢) is made bv reason of the changes in value of a pro-
perty from any other cause,
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papel to act as chairman for such period as he may determine, and
if the person so appointed is not a member he shall be deemed to
be a member for such period.

(5) An appeals panel shall meet ai such time and place
as the chairman may deem expedient for the purpose of sclecting
members to sit on appeals committees and for the consideration of any
other relevant matters.

(6) Any matter on which a vote is taken at a meecting of
an appeals panei shall be decided by a majority of the votes of those
present and voting, and where the vote is equai the chairman shall
have a second or casting vote.

(7) No member of an appeals panel shall without the ap-
proval of the Minister receive remuneration in respect of his services,
but he shall be entided tc be paid a subsistence allowance and a
travelling allowance 1o meet expenses aciually incurred by reason of
his attendance at meetings of the appeals panel or of an appeals
committee, and such allowances shall be as prescribed by the Minister.

(8) No appeal against the decision of an appeals commitiee
shall fail by reason of any vacancy in the appeals panel from which
the members of the appeals comumittee were selected.

20. (1) Local rating valuation appeals committces constituted as
provided in this section shall be convened as often as may be necessary
for the purpose of hearing and determining appeals against draft lists
and in respect of objections to proposals.

(2) The appeals committee which hears and determines an
appeal with respect to a property shall consist of menibers of an
appeals panel constituted under subsection (3) being the panel for
the area within which that property is situated.

(3) Every appeals comunittee shall consist of the chairman
of the appeals panel and two members thereof to be selected by the
panel.

21. (1) The Minister shall appoint a person to be clerk of the
appeals panel who shall assist the chairman thereof and the appeals
committees in the perforinance of their functions under this Act.

(2) The expenscs of every apneals panel including the ex-
penses of appeals committees shall be d¢ 1yed out of moneys provided
by Parliament.

22, (1) Any person on whom a notice is served under subsection
(2) of section 12, and the local authority within whose area the
property is situated, may appeal to an appeals committee with respect
to the property in question; and the Valuation Officer shall be the
respondent to the appeal.
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nance and any rules in force in that court:; and every such committee
shall, unless the commitice otherwise orders, on the application of any
party to the appeal and upon being satisfied that the interests of either
I would be prejudicially affected, sit in public.

(3) At the hearing of an appeal by an appeals committee —

() the appellant;
(b) the Valuation Officer;

(c) the owner of the property to which the appeal relates
(when he is not the appellant) ;

(d) the local authority for the area in which the property
is situated (when that local authority is not the appel-
lant) ; and

(e) in case of an appeal against a draft list, the objector,
(when he is not one of the persons previously men-
tioned in this subsection),

shall be entitled (o appear and be heard, either personally or by counsel
or solicitor, and to call witnesses.

(4) Afier hea ’ the persons mentioned in subsection (3)
or such of them as d« to be heard, the appeals commitiee shall
give such directions with 1cspect to the manner in which the property
in question is to be treated in the draft list or the valua list, as
the case may be, us appears 1o it to be necessary to give c...Ct to the
contention of the appeliant if and so far as that contention appears
to the committee to be well founded and the Valuation Officer shali
cause the draft list or the valuation list, as the case may be, to be
altered accordingly.

(5) Where on an appeal the decision of an appeals committee
is not unamimous the decision of the committee shall be the decision
of the majority of the members thereof.

(6) The costs of the aj ~ :als shall be awarded in such manne:
as the committee determines a.__ shall be recoverable in the manner
provided by section 35 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt;
Ordinance.

(7) The appeals committee shall cause notice of every decision
to be published at the offices of the local authority of the area in
which the property is situated and a copy thereof to be sent to
the Valuation Officer.

(8) Any person eatitled to appeal from the decision of an
appeals committee under section 22 or section 23 shall on payment
of a fee of twelve cents per folio of one hundred and twenty words
be entitled to receive from the clerk of the appeals panet a copy of
the record of the proccedings of the appeals committee including
the notes of evidence taken and the memorandum of reasons for the
comimittee’s « _ siom.
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(c) to confirm. increase or decrease the assessed valua-
tion.

(6) The decision of the judge shall be endorsed on the record
of the decision of the appeals committee together with the date of
the decision of the Judge, ¢  shall be signed by the Registrar.

(7) The Registrar shall transmit to the Valuation Officer one
copy of the decision endorsed and signed in accordance with sub-
section (6).

(8) In any appeal under this section the award of costs, if
any, and the amount of any such award shall be in the discretion of
the Judge hearing the appeal:

Provided that costs shall not be awarded against any person to
whom notice is given under subsection (4) who prior to the day of
hearing gives notice to the Registrar that he does not propose to
oppose the appeal.

(9) An appeal shall lie on any question of law from an order
of the Judge hearing the aj 1 to the Court of Appeal in accordance
with any law for the time tg having application in that behalf.

PART V
MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITIONAL

28. (1) All expenses i rtred by the Valuation Officer in the
performance of his functions under this Act (including the costs of any
appeal awarded against or incurred by him) shall be payable out of
moneys provided by Parliament.

(2) Any costs of appeal awarded to the Valuation Officer
shall be paid to the Government of Guvana

29. The Minister may fix charges according to a scale which
shall be paid by a local authority as a contribution to the Government
of Guyana towards the expenses incurred under the provisions of this
Act within the area administered by the local authority.

30. (1) The Valuation Officer may request the use by him of
premises belongcing to the loca! authority and the local authority shall
not unreasonably refuse the request.

(2) The chairman of any appeals panel may request the use
of premises beloneing to the local authority for a meeting of the
appeals panel or of anv appeals committee constituted from members
of such panel or for the use bv himself or the clerk of the panel and
the local authority shall not unreasonably refuse the request.

(3) Where a request is made under subsection (1) or sub-
section (2). any dispute as to whether the request has been unreason-
ably refused shall be determined by the Minister.






50 No. 11] THE LAWS OF GUYANA [A.D. 1969

Authentica-
tion of
s and

nents

Evidence
o lists.

Inclusion

in one
proceeding
of separate
properties.

ation

Perform-
ance of
duties not
to be dis-
qualific-
aton.

(b) in the case of an appeals panel or appeals committee
to the clerk of the appeals panel;

(c) in the case of the Valuation Officer to the Valuation
Officer.

33. Any notice or other document or any extract therefrom
required by or under the provisions of this Act to be given to or
served by a local authority, an appeals panel, an appeals committee
or the Valuation Officer shall be sufficiently authenticated if signed—

(a) in the case of a Tocal authority, by the clerk thereof;

(b) in the case of an appeals panel or committee, by
the clerk of the appeals panel;

(¢) in the case of the Valuation Officer, by the Valuation
Officer.

34, Any valuation list in force or any extract therefrom, may
be proved by the production of a copy of the list or of am extract
therefrom, purp o be ce d by the Valuation Officer as a
true copy or ext  1d the c¢  cate shall state that all alterations
required to be made in pursuance of this Act in such list or in the part
of such list extracted have been correctly made in the copy or extract
so produced.

35. Any person may include in the same objection, appeal,
proposal or other proceeding under this Act all or any properties
of which he is the owner and which -~ attached or adjacent to or
contiguous with each other and parti irs of which are inserted in
the draft list or valuation list notw . tanding that the properties
are separately assessed in the list.

36. Unless otherwise provided in this Act any notice or other
matter required to be published under this Act shall be published by
affixing the said notice or matter at the offices of the local authority
and it may also be put"*~*~- in such other manner, if any, as is, in the
opinion of the person _  ed to publish it, expedient to give publicity
thereto.

37. (1) A member of an appeals panel or appeals committee or
a Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature shall mot be incapable of
acting in any proceedings on appeal or otherwise brought or taken
pursuant to this Act by reason only of the fact that he is the owner
of or interested in any pr-~rty incleded in a draft list or valuation
list other than that which the subject of the proceedings.

(2) The Valuation Officer shall not be incapable of fixing
the value of any property, or of including such value in a draft list,
or of making a proposal in respect of such property, by reason only
of the fact that either he or his wife is the owner of the property or
has any financial interest therein, but in any such case the Valuation
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(2) In reckoning for the purposes of subsection (1) any
period of days, no account shall be taken of any time during which
Parliament is dissolved or prorc :d or during which the National
Assembly is adjourned for more ..an seven days.

43. Where under the provisions of this Act an appeal is made
either to an appeals com “tee or to the Court and such appeal is
withdrawn otherwise than py agreement between all the parties entitled
to be lieard on such appeal or not prosecuted by the appellant before
the appeals committee or Court, as the case may be, the sunt deposited
as security for costs shall be forfeited and shall be paid to the Govern-
ment of Guyana.

44. (i) Save as otherwise expressly provided, all offences against
this Act or against any rcgulations made under this Act shall be
prosecuted under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances.

(2) A person guilty of an offence against this Act for which
no special penalty is provided shall be liable on conmviction to a fine
not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding three months.

45 The followirg enactments are hereby repesled —

(a) sections 96 to 104 (both sections inclusive) of the
Local Gowernment Osrdinance;

(b) sections 3 to 27 (both sections inclusive) and sections
31 to 44 (both sectlons inclusive) of the George-
town (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance

(c) sections 3 to 142 (both sections inclusive) of the
New Ar —:rdam Town Council Ordinance; d

(  th- " >cal ~ vernment (Valuation of Property) Ordi-
na , I

46 (1) Notwithstanding the repeal of sections 96 to 104 (both
sections inclusive) of the Local Government Ordinance, a local
authority may, until a val  on lst in relation to the area adminis-
tered by such local authc :pared pursuant to this Act comes
into operation, continue to apprasse new buildings or re-appraise old
buildings in that area as if this Act had not been enacted, and any
appraisement or re-appraisement of lots or buildings made under that
Ordinance in relation to that area and in force immediately before the
commencenient of this Act il continue in force and have effect in
relation to that area until a valuation list for that area prepared
mirsuant to this Act comes into operation

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of sections 3 to 27 (both
sections inclusive) and sections 31 to 44 (both sections inclusive)
of the Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance, the valuation
list (including any supplementary list) made under that Ordinance
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FIRST SCHEDULE Section 10
RULES FOR THE DET Ml TON OF ANNUAL RENTAL
Vhnuo,

1. The Valuation Officer shall determine the annual rent of everv
property.

2. The annual rent of ev 1 erty shall be the rent at which
it might reasonably be expecteu o ... from year to year if the tcnant
undertook to payv all rates, and if the landlord undertook to bear the
cost of the repairs and insurance, and the other expenses, if any,
necessary to maintain the property in a state to command that rent.

3. In determining the annual rent the Valuation Officer shall in
all cases have regard to:

(a) the purpose for which the property is actually used or
occupied, or if not actually used or occupied, the purpose
for which it is reasonably suitable; and

(b) the description, locality and condition of the lot and all
its advantages, fitnesses, facilities and capacities.

4. The Valuation Officer shall in respect of every property fix
the assessed value which shall be the annual rent.

5. The assessed value of any property shall be increased or re-
duced, as the case may be, to the nearest hundred dollars and such
assessed value, increased or reduced shall be the value inserted in the
draft list and the valuation list.

SECOND SCHEDULE Section 10

RULES FOR THE DETE 1INATION OF CAPITAL VALUE.

1. The Valuation Officer shall determine the capital value of
every property,

2. The Valuation Officer shall in respect of every property fix
the assessed value which shall be the capital value.

3. The capita] value shall be the amount which the property,
if sold in the open market by a willing seller, might be expected to
realise,
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