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A.O. 1969. 
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t.atiOII, 

Cap. J,O 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

An Act to make provision for the Valuation of Property for Rating 
Purposes and for matters connected therewith. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

PART 1 - PRELIMINARY 
1. This Act may be cited ao; the Valuation for Rating Pur-

poses Act, 1969, and shall come into operation on such day, as 
the Minister may, by order. appoint. 

2. ( l) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -

"appeals committee" means a local rating valuation 
appeals committee; 

"appeals panel" means a local rating valuation appeals 
panel; 

"assessed value" means the value of any property as 
shown in a draft list or valuation list; 

"City" means the City of Georgetown; 
"City Council" meaos the municipal council in and for 

the City; 
"clerk" means the chief executive officer of a local 

authority; 
''Court" m~ans the High Court; 
''draft list" means the list which the Valuation Officer 
is required to prepare under section 1 O; 

"Judge" means a judge of the Court; 

"local authority .. means the Mayor and City Council of 
Georgetown, the Mayor and Town Council of Ne\\ Am­
sterdam and any local authority constituted under the 
Local Government Ordinance and includes any local 
authority which may hereafter be constituted under any 
law relating to local government; 

"Minister" means the Minister to whom responsibility for 
iocal government is for L,e time being assigned; 

"objection" means an objection to a draft list or to a 
proposal; 

''owner" means the person for the time beior receiving 
the rent of the lands, buildings or erections in connection 
with which the word is used, whether on his own account 
or as agent or trustee for any other person, or who 
would so receive that rent if the lands, houses, buildings 
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or erections were let at a rent, and where the lands, 
houses, buildings or erections are not let includes any 
person in possession of the lands, houses, buildings or 
erections; 

"property" means any separate parcel of land, or any 
house or building or other erectioo, where such parcel 
of land, house, building or other erection is either owned 
or capable of being owned separately and includes plant, 
machinery and equipment; 

"proposal' ' means a proposal for the amendment of a 
valuation list: 

"rate'' means any rate which may be levied by a local 
authority pursuant to any law; 

"Registrar" means the Registrar of the Court; 
"Town" means the Town of New Amsterdam, or any 

other area declared to be a Town by order of the Min­
ister for the purposes of this Act; 

" valuation list .. means a v::iluation list as settled in accord­
ance with section 13 and amended under any other 
provisions of this Act. 

(2) Where in this Act there is a reference to a Part, section 
or schedule by number only and not in conjunction with the title of 
an Act or Ordinance, suoh reference ~all be construed as a reference 
to the Part, section or schedule of that number contained in this Act. 

( 3) Where in any section of this Act there is a reference 
to a subsection or paragraph by number or letter only and not in 
conjunction with the number of this or any other Act or of an Ordi­
nance, such reference shall be construed as a reference to the sub­
c;ection or paragraph of that number or letter contained in the section 
in which such reference appears. 

3. (1) There shall be a Valuation Officer and such number of va1uat.ion 

vatuers as may be requisite for the purposes of this Act. ~t:~. and 

(2) The functions of the Valuation Officer under this Act 
may, subject to any instructions he may give, be exercised by any 
valuer. 

PART D - VALUATION 

4. (1) The MiDJister may. by order, direct the Valuation Officer Prcparauoo 
t 1 · J' · · f G d · • d b of valuation o prepare a va uat1on 1st m any area o uyana a numstere y a liats. 

local authority and he .may in such order appoint a day when the 
preparation of the valuation list shall commence; and he may, by a 
further order, appoint a day on which such valuation list shall come 
wto operation. 
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(2) The Minister ~hall by order fix. in respect of any and 
every valuation of propert)' in any area as aforesaid. a date at which 
all property in that area shall be valued : 

Provided that if the Minister deems it necessary or expedient 
to do so he may alter, from time to time, any dates fixed by him 

under this subsection. 

(3) The Minister may by the first-mentioned order in sub­
section (1 ) or any subsequent order desi!):nate any area which is not 
for the time being administe~d by a local authority. :rs an area pro­
posed to be amal.l!amatoed with a local authority to be named in t!he 
order and with effect from the comin~ into operation of such an order 
the area so designated shall for the purposes of subsection ( 1) be 
deemed to he part of t-he area administered by the loca1 authoritv. 

( 4) Where an area has been desi!?Jlated under c;ubsection 
(3) the references in c:ectinns 10. 11 . 12. 13. 14. 15, 22 . 24 :md 25 
to fl local authoritv shall he ccm~tmed as referenr.~ to the District 
C"ommissioner within who,;" district the area so desi!!nated is <Jituated. 

(5) Subseauent v::ilm1tion listc; in resnect of anv c:uch are::i 
shall 1'e prepared by the V::ilm1tlion Officer and c;hall come into ooor­
ation on the 1 c;t Januarv in everv fifth vear after the vear in which 
the list for the area ha~ cnme iotltn operation pursuant to su~ection 
(1). 

(6) The Minister mav. hv order. extend the perfod durin!! 
\Vhid1 a valua,tion lic:t mav remain in force : 

Prm•ided that nn c:11ch order c:hiill hiiw tht> effect of e'ICtend­
ing the period durinl! which a lic;t shall rem::iin in forcP hevond ten 
vears from the dav on which it firc:t came into operation 

(7) Everv vallintion Jic:t c:hall remain in force until it ic: 
superseded by a new list. 

nn Tn subc:ection ( 4). the word "dic;trict" mean, the district 
administered bv a Di,tri::t Commisc;ioner under the District Govern­
ment Ordinance. 

5. (1) In everv ca~e where a vahrntion list is to be made under 
this Act for anv ·area. the Valll'ation Officer mav serve a notice on 
ffhe owner, lessee or occuoier of anv oropertv in the area. or on anv 
one or more of them reqnirinp him or· them to make a return contain·­
ing such particulars as m:w he reasonably required for the purpose of 
enabling the V aluation Officer accurately to compile the lic;t. 

(2) The Valuation Officer may at any time require the Jand-
1ord, tenant or any other person in oossession of receipts. rent books or 
other books of account or any other rlocument 're1atin~ to the rent,; 
paid or received, the expenses incurred in the administration of any 
property or the purohaisie price of any property or any other matter 
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connected with any property to produce those receipts, books or other 
documents for inspection; and any such person who without reason­
able excuse refuses to produce any of those receipts, books or any 
other such document when so required shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3) The owner of any property in or upon which is mstallcd 
any plant, machinery or equipment shall include in the return required 
to be made a full and complete statement of all such plant, machinery 
and e,quipmeot. 

( 4) The Valuation Officer may at any time, in connection 
\.\ith a proposal, serve a notice on the owner, lessee or occupier of 
any property in the area, or on any one or more of them, requiring 
him or them to make a return containing such particulars as may 
be reasonably required for the purpose of enabling the Valuation 
Officer to decide whether or not to make, or, as the case may be. 
to object to the proposal. 

(5) Every person upon whom a notice to make a return is 
served in pursuance of this section shall within twenty-one days after 
the date of the service of the notice, or within such extended period 
as the Valuation Officer may in any particular case authorise, make 
and deliver to the Valua,tion Officer a return in the form required 
by the notice. 

( 6) If any person on whom a notice has been served under 
this section fails without reasonable excuse to comply with the notice, 
he shall be guilty of an offence and on summary conviction thereof 
shaH he liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars . and to a 
fu~her pen-alty of ten dollars for each day during which the default 
continues after such conviction. 

(7) If any person knowingly makes or causes to be made 
a return required under this section which is false in any material 
particular, he shall be guilty of an offence and on summary conviction 
thereof ,!!hall be liable to a fine not exceedine: five hundred dollars or 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months. 

(8) For the purposes of this section a return of particufars 
shall be deemed to ,include a plan if so required by the Valuation 
Officer. 

(9) The local authciritv shall bv its officers !!ive imch assistance 
to the Valuation Officer with reizard to the delivenr and collection of 
returns as he may request. and in default thereof any expenses in­
curred by the Valuation Officer in performing such functions shall be 
payab1e by the local authority. 

6. The Registrar of Deeds and the Commissioner nf Lands i~gf!at~n 
and Mines shall furnish to the Valuation Officer such information b·, RegiQrrar 

as he may require for the purposes of this Act. ~~dfkO>~-
missioner 
of Lands 
ar.d Mines. 
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7.(i) The Valuation Officer shall have power at a11 reasonable 
times after giving not Jess than forty-eight hours' notice in writing 
to the owner or occupier ·to enter on and survey or inspect any pro­
perty in any area in respect of which he has been directed to prepare 
a valuation list pursuant to ~ection 4. 

(2) If any person wilfully delays or obstructs the Valuation 
Officer in the exercise of his powers under this section he shalt be 
guilty of nn offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

8. Where property m respect of which one valuation would 
othe· ~S'e have been made under this Act is situated partly in one 
area ...;1d partly in another area. the valuation shall first be made of 
the property as a whole and the value so determined 9hal1 he appor­
tioned between the respective areas m suoh ratio as the Valuation 
Officer may. after consultation with the local authorities administering 
the respective areas, detennine. 

9. ( t ) Unless the Valuation Officer otherwise directs. there shall 
be included in one valuation several proper'llies which are contiguous 
to each other and are owned by the same person. 

(2) Plant. machinery and equipment situated on one or more 
properties may he aggre~ated for the purposes of valuation if the phmt, 
machinery and equiplT'ent and the properties on which they are situated 
are conti~ous. in the ownership of the same person and form part 
of one industrial unit. 

PART ITI -VALUATION 

PROCEDURE - OBJECTIONS AND PROPOS.\LS 

10. ( 1 ) Where a valuation list is to be made for an area. the 
Valuation Officer shall not later than six months prior to the day on 
which the list is to come into op,eration -

(a) if the list is for the City or a Town, or part thereof. 
prepare a draft list of the properties therein and the 
annual rental value of such properties determined 
in accordance with the first schedule; 

(b) if the list is for any other area than is mentioned in 
pamgraph (a) , prepare a draft list of the properties 
therem and the capital va1ue of such rroperties 
determined in accordance with the second si:hedule ; 

(c) transmit three copies of the draft list when completed 
to the appropriate focal authority; 

(d) forthwith publish notice that the draft list has been 
completed. 
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(2) For the period beginning with the date on which the 
copies of the completed draft list are received by the local authority 
and ending twenty-one days after the date on which tftlre notice of 
the completion of the draft list is published as aforesaid, one of the 
said copies shall be open to public inspection at all reasonable hours 
at the offices of the local authority, and the said notice shall include a 
statement of the right of objeotion under ,section 11 . 

11. ( 1) The owner of any property which appears on the draft Obiec,ion 

list, whether or not he is the owner of the property affected by the :i!1. draft 

objection, and the local authority within whose area the property 
is situated, may at any time before the. expiration of twenty-one days 
after the day on which the notice under section 10 was filst published 
lodge with the Valuation Officer an objection in the prescribed form 
to the draft list in respect of any property. 

(2) The following objections and no others may be taken 
namely, that -

(a) the assesised value of any property is incorrect or 
unfair; 

( b) any matter has been inserted therein or omitted there­
from whidh ought not to ha~ been inserted or 
omitted; 

(c) one ao;sessed value has been included in the draft list 
in respect of properties separately assessable. 

(3) Every objection shall -s,pecify the grounds on which it 
is made and the amendment desired to remove the objection. 

( 4) It shall not be competent for any person lodging an 
objection to rely upon any ground not specified therein. 

(5) Where a person other than the owner of the property 
to which the objeot:i.on relates lodges ,an objection to the draft list, 
notice thereof shall be given by the Valuation Officer to the owner of 
the property the subject of the objection. 

(6) 'The Valuation Officer shall give notice to the local 
authority of all objections made, other than objections by the Jocai 
authority. 

12. ( 1) After the expiration of the period limited for the lodging Revision of 

of notices of objection to a draft list the Valuation Officer shall, after drafi u,i. 

considering the objections submitted to him, revise the draft list and 
may, on that revision, make such alterations in the draft list as he 
thinks proper, whether for the purpose of meeting an objection or 
for any other reason. 

(2) Where, on his revision, the Valuation Officer makes an 
alteration in the draft list, he shall forthwith serve notice of the alter­
ation on the owner of the property to which the alteration relates and 
on the person who lodged the objection if not the owner thereof; 
and if no alteration is made, he shall inform such owner and such 
person accordingly. 
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( 3) The Valuation Officer shall give notice to the local 
authority of all alterations made by him in respect of any property. 

(4) Any notice served under this section shall be in the pre­
scribed iorm and shall include a statement of the rights of appeal 
conferred by section 22 and shall be accompanied by a prescribed 
torm of appeal. 

13. ( 1) The Valuation Officer shall, not later than twenty-one 
days before the day on which a valuation list is to come into operation, 
settle, sign and transmit such list to the local authority and shall at 
the same time notify the clerk of the appeals panel that !Such list has 
been settled, signed and transmitted to the local authority. 

(2) Before settling and signing the valuation list, the Valuation 
Officer shall make such alterations therein as are necessary to give 
effect to any decisions pursuant to an appeal under section 22 and 
where a notice of appeal bas been withdrawn as the result of an agree­
ment made between the Valuation Officer, the appellant and any other 
person entitled to be heard on the appeal, he shall include such altera­
tions in the valuation list as are necessary to give effect ·to the agree­
ment. 

(3) Save as aforesaid, and subject to any alterations made 
for the purpose of correcting any clerical or arith.metical error, the 
valuation list as settled and signed shall be identical with the draft 
list revised as he;reinbefore provided. 

( 4) The Valuation Officer shall not be required to await the 
hearing and determination of all appeals plllisuant to section 22 before 
settling and signing the valuation list, and if any such appeal iis not 
heard and determined before the valuation list is settled and signed, 
it shall, unless withdrawn, be heard and determined as soon as pos­
sible thereafter and the decision shall be deemed to have had effect 
from the day on which the list came into operation. 

(5) The valuation list as transmitted to the local authority 
shall as from the date when it comes into operation and subject to 
any a lterations made in accordance with this Act be the valuation list 
tor the area to which it relates and any failure on the part of the 
Valuation Officer to complete any proceedings with respect to the 
preparation and settling of the \·aluation list within the tiime required 
by this Act or the omission from the fo,t of any matters required by 
this Act to be included therein or the non-compliance with any of 
the provisions of this Act shall not of itscli render the valuation list, 
or the levy of any rate upon the assessed values of the propertie~ 
inse~d therein invalid. 

(6) The Valuation Otlicer shall give notice of the settling of 
the valuation list and the notice shall state that a copy thereof is on 
deposit at the offices of the local authority for public inspection. 

14. (1) A local authority on receiving a valuation list shall de­
posit it in its offices. 
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(2) The local authority shall give effect to any directions 
which the Valuation Officer may give pursuant to the provisions 
of this Act authorising or requiring the Valuation Officer to make 
alterations in a valuation list. 

15. (1) Any person, who, being the owner of any property in- ~r~i:::~~~ for 

eluded in the valuation list, is aggrieved by any value ascribed in ~f vatuar.ion 

such list to his property may make a proposal - list. 

(a) after such list has been in force for not less than 
two years; 

(b) at any tiine by reason of an alteration to any house, 
bui1ding or other erection constituting such property 
or by reason of a marerial change of use of such 
property ; 

( c) at any time by reason of any sub-division of property 
which may necessitate the apportionment of the 
assessed value of that property. 

. (2) The Valuation Officer may at any time make a proposal 
in respect of any property. 

(3) A local authority may at any time make a proposal in 
respect of any property not owned by it. 

16. (1 ) Every proposal shall -

(a) be made in accordance with para/?l'aph (c) and, 
except where it is made by the Valuation Officer, 
be served on the Valuation Officer; 

(b) specify the grounds on which the proposal is based; 

(c) comply with the requirements of any regulations 
made by the Minister with respect to the form of 
proposals or otherwise with respect to the making 
thereof. 

(2) The Valuation Officer shall within seven days after the 
date on which a proposal is made by or served on him transmit a 
copy tnereof together with a statement in writing of their rights of 
objection to each of t!he following parties not be,ing the maker of the 
proposal -

(a) the owner of the property to which the proposal 
relates; 

(b) the local authority. 

(3) The owner of t11e property to which a proposal relates 
or the local authority, not being the person making the proposal, may 
within twenty-one days from the date on which a copy of a notice 
is served under subsection (2) serve on the Valuation Officer a notice 

P,oc:cedinp 
on pro­
pasals. 
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of objection to the proposal in the prescribed form together with 
such number of copies as may be prescribed; and the Valuation Officer 
shall within seven days thereafter serve one copy on the maker of 
the proposal. 

(4) Where the proposal is made otherwise than by the 
Valuation Officer, the Valuation Officer may, within twenty-one days 
from the date on which the proposal is served on him, serve on the 
maker of the proposal notice of objection in the prescribed form to 
the proposal. 

(5) Upon the expiration of the times limited by subsectiom 
( 3) and ( 4) , ,f a notice of objection in the prescribied form has not 
been served or if a notice after heing served is unconditionally with­
drawn, the Valuation Officer shaJl cause such alteration to he made 
in the valuation list as will give effect to the proposa1. 

( 6) No alteration shall be made in the valuation list in pur­
suance of a proposal where notice of objection has been given and 
not been withdrawn under subsection ( 5) unless the matter has been 
referred to the appeals committee under section 23 and then only 
either --

(i) in pursuance of the decision of the appeals committee 
or arbitrator or of the Court or of the Conrt of 
Appeal on an appeal from such committee; or 

(ii) by agreement between all the persons entit1ed to 
be heard by the appeals committ~. 

17. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section. an alteration 
made in the valuation list in pursuance of a proposal shall in relaition 
to anv rate current on the dav when the proposal in pnrsmmce of 
which the alteration so made was served on the Valuation Officer. 
or where the propmal wa~ made by the Valuation Officer, current :it 
the date when notice of the proposal was served on the owner of the 
property iin question, he deemed to have had effect as from the com­
mencement of the period in respect of which the rate was made. and 
shall subject to the provisions of thic; section. have effect for the pur­
poses of any subsequent rnte . 

(2) Notwit'hstandirn!! anvthing to the contrnrv in subsection 
(1), an alteration in the valuatio~ list· which either - · 

(a) arises from the inclusion in the list of a newiy erected 
or reconstructed property; or 

(b) is made by reason of a change in the value of a 
rrouerty camed hy the making of structural alterations 
or by the total or partial destruction of any bnilding 
or other erection by fire or any other physical cause ; 
or 

( c) is made by rea,;on of the changes in value- of a pro­
perty from any other cause, 
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shall have effect only as from such day as the Valuation Officer is 
satisfied is the day when the new or altered property is completed or 
occupied, or as from such day as he is satisfied is the day when the 
event occurred by reason of which the aiteration is made, as the 
case may be. 

( 3) Where in pursuance of a proposal an alteration is mack 
in the valuation list which affects the nmount of any rate levied in 
respect of any property in accordance with such list, the difference, 
if too much has been paid, shall be repaid or allowed or, if too little 
has been paid, shall be paid and may be recovered as if it were arrears 
of the rate whether or not the year in respect of which the rate is 
levied has expired. 

18. 1he Valuation Officer may at any time make or cawse to Clerical and 
be made any alteration in a valuation list which may be necessary to arithmetical 

correct any clerical or arithmetical error therein and the list shall erron. 

have effect and be deemed always to have had effect accordingly; but 
if the alteration is made in respect of any matter other than totals, 
the Valuation Officer shall, before making or causing any such altera-
tions to be .made send notice thereof to the owner of the property 
and to the local authority not being the owner and sha:ll allow fourteen 
days to elapse during which period the owner of the property or the 
local authority may object to the proposed alteration in the sam~ 
manner as if the objection had been an objection to a proposal under 
section 16 and it shall be dealt with accordingly. 

PART IV 

APPEALS 

19. (1) The Minister shall from time to time establish such Appeals 

number of local rating valuation appeals panels as he considers neces- pane1•­

sary and shall determin~ 

(a) the area which shall be served by any such panel; 
(b) the number of members of each such panel; 
(c) the tenure of office of members. 

(2) The Minister shall appoint the membens of the appeals 
panels and may at any time revoke such appointments. 

( 3) The Minister may grant leave of absence to any meniber 
of an appeals panel and may appoint any pen;on to act in place of a 
member who has been granted !leave of absence. 

( 4) The Minister shall appoint one of the members of an 
appeals panel to be the chairman thereof and may, at any time, revoke 
such appointment; and where the chairman is on leave or temporarily 
aosent or incapable by reasoo of any provision of subsection ( l) 
of section 3 7, of acting in any proceedings under this Act, the Minis­
ter may appoint a person whether or not a member of the appeals 
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panel to act as chairman for such period as he may determine, and 
if the person so appointed i:. not a member he shall be deemed to 
be a member for such period. 

(5) An appeals panel shall meet at such time and place 
as the chairman may deem expedient for the purpose of selecting 
members to sit on appeals committees and for the consideration of any 
other relevant matters. 

( 6) Any matter on which a vote is taken at a meeting of 
an appeals panel shall be decided by a majority of the votes of those 
present and voting, and where the vote is equai thoe chairman shall 
have a second or casting vote. 

(7) No member of an appeals panel shall without the ap­
proval of the Mi.Jlisler receive remuneration in respect of his services, 
but he shall be entitled tc be paid a subsistence allowance and a 
travelling allowance to meet expenses actually incurred by reason of 
his attendance at meetings of the appeals panel or of an appeah 
committeoe, and sucl1 allowances ~hall be as prescribed by the Minister. 

(8) No appeal against the Jecisiion of an appeal~ committoe 
shall fail by reason of any vacancy in the appeals panel from which 
the members of the appeals conunittee we.re selected. 

20. ( 1) Local rating valuation appeals committees constituted as 
provided in th.is section shall be convened as often as may be neces.<,ary 
for the purpose of hearing and determming appeals agaillst draft lists 
and i:n respect of objections to proposals. 

(2) The appeals committee which hears and determines an 
appeal with respect to a property shall consiist of members of an 
appeals paneI constituted under subsection (3) being the panel for 
the area within which that property is situated. 

( 3) Every appeals committee shall consist of the chairman 
of the appeals panel and two m~mbers thereof to be selected by the 
panel. 

21. ( 1) The Minister shall appoint a person to be clerk of the 
appeals panel who shall assist the chairman thereof and the appeals 
committees in the performance of their functions under this Act. 

(2) The expenses of every appeals panel including the ex­
penses of appeals committees shall be defray~d out of moneys provided 
by Parliament. 

22. ( l ) Any person on whom a notice is served under subsection 
(2) of section 12, and the local authority within whose aren the 
property is situated, may appeal to an appeals committee with respect 
to the property in question ; and the Valuation Officer shall be the 
respondent to the appeal. 



A.D. 1969] VALUATION FOR RATING PURPOSLS [No . . 11 45 

(2) A notice of appeal under this section shall be in the 
prescribed form and shall be delivered to the clerk of the appeals 
panel for the area, together with such number of copies as may be 
prescribed, not later than fourreen day!> after service of the notice 
under subsection (2) of section 12 and shall, where the appellant is 
neither the owner of the property to which the appeal rotates nor the 
local authority, be accompanied by a sum of twenty-five dollars as 
security for costs. 

( 3) A notice of appeal under this section shall contain a 
statement of the grounds of appeal relied upon, and except with tthe 
leave of the appeals committee, it shall not be competent for the 
appellant to rely on any grounds of appeal not set out therein or, where 
the appellant was the objector, any grounds other than those m the 
objection. 

23. ( 1) Where notke of objection to a proposal is given under ~i;~~~~ai 
~ubsection ( 3) or { 4 ) of section 16 and such notice is not uncondi- "'· be detc, r­

tionally w1tthdrawn, the Valuation Officer shall refer the matter to ~~::it 
the appeals committee with a request for hearing and determination, ,·ommitt.ee . 

and in such a case the person making the proposal shall be the 
appellant and the person objecting to such proposal shall be the 
respondent. 

(2) A request under this section shall be in the prescribed 
form and shall be delivered to the clerk of the appeals µanel for the 
area, together with such number of copies as may be prescribed, 
within twenty-one days after the day when notice of objection was 
served under subsection (3) or (4) of section 16. 

24. The clerk of the appeals panel shall not later than seven Scryfce 0,r 
d af d 1. hi f · notice o ays ter e 1very to m o a notice of appeal or a request, under appeal 011 

section 22 or section 23, respectively, transmit a copy to each of the:~:~ to 
persons ( other than the appellant) entitled under subsection { 3) of ho heard. 

section 25 to be heard on the appeal. 

25. (1) Where notice of appeal under section 22 or a request !:~tn~ 
under section 23 is delivered to the clerk of an appeals panel, he shall !:ion of 

n<;>tify the Chairman of the panel who shall convene an appeals com- npi,enla. 

nultee and the clerk of the appeals panel shall s1:md to the appellant 
and to the persons entitled under subsection ( 3) of this section ,to he 
heard, not less than three days before such day as shall be fixed for 
the hearing, notice of the time and place appointed for the hearing 
of the appeal. 

( 2) The appeals committee shall hear the appeal and may 
adjourn the hearing from time to time until it has disposed of all the 
appeals lodged and for that purpose shall be deemed to be a court ea.,. " 
wit1hin the meaning of the Evidence Ordinance and shall have the Cap. 16 

same power of summoning witnesses, enforcing their attendance and 
compelling them to give evidence and produce documents as bas a 
magistrate's court under the Summary Jurisdiction {Petty Debt) Ordi-
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nance and any rules in for~ in that court; and every such committee 
shall, unless the committee otherwise orders, on the applica tion of any 
party to the appeal and upon being satisiierl that the interests of either 
party would be prejudicially affected, sit m public. 

(3) At the hearing of a., appeal by an appeals committee -

(a.) the appellant; 
(b) the Valuation Officer; 
(c) the owner of the property to which the appeal relates 

(when he is not the appellant) ; 

(d) the local authority for the area in which the property 
is situated (when that local authority is not the appel­
lant) ; and 

(e) in case of an appeal against a draft list, the objector, 
(when he is not one of the persons previously men­
tioned in this subsection), 

shall be entitled to appear and be heard, either personally or by counsel 
or solicitor, and to call v,itoesse&. 

(4) After hearing the persons mentioned in subsection (3 ) 
or such of them as desire to be heard, the appeals commi.ttee shall 
give such directions \l..ith 1espect to the manner in which the property 
in question is to be treated in the draft list or the valuation list, as 
the case may be, as appears to it to be necessary to give elfoct to the 
contention of the appt'l1ant if and so far as that contention appears 
to the committee to be well founded and the V alwation Officer shall 
cause the draft list or the valuation list, as the case may be, to be 
altered accordingly. 

(5) Where on an appeal the decision of an appeals committee 
is not unilllimous the decision of the committee shall be the decision 
of the majority of the members thereof. 

( 6) The costs of the appeals shall be awarded in such malUler 
as the committee determines and shall be recoverable in the manner 
provided by section 35 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt ; 
Ordinance. 

(7) The appeals committee shall cause notice of every decision 
to be published at the offices of the local authority of the area in 
which thie property is situated and a copy thereof to be sent to 
the Valuation Officer. 

( 8) Any person entitled to appeal from the decision of an 
appeals committee under section 22 or section 23 shall on payment 
of a fee of twelve cents per folio of one hundred and twenty words 
be entitled to receive from the clerk of the appeals panel a copy of 
the record of the proceedings of the appeals committee including 
the notes of evidence taken and the memorandum of reasons for the 
committee·s decision. 
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26. ( 1) Notwithstanding anything in the preceding provisions of Arbitration. 

this Act, the persons who would be entitled to appear and be heard 
before an appeals committee may by agreement 10 writing refer to 
arbitratioo any matter which would but for the agreement fall to be 
heard or detennined by that appeals committee and the matter shall 
be referred to arbitration accordingly. 

(2) The Arbitration Ordinance shall apply, mittllti.1 mutandis. Cap. 
38

• 

to any such arbitration. 

(3) The award in any such arbitration may include any 
directions including directions as to costs which might under this Act 
have been given by the appeals committee and effect shall be given 
to those directions as if they had been given by that committee. 

27. ( 1) Any person who in pursuance of section 25 appears be- ti.~i,e~~~ 
fore an appeals committee on the hearing of an appea'l and is aggrieved 
by a decision of such committee may appeal to the Court in the manner 
and subject to the conditions hereinafter provided. 

(2) The appellant shall within fourteen days after the decision 
of the apoeals committee has been published in accordance with sub­
~ection (7) of section 25 deliver to the clerk of the aopea:ls panel a 
written notice of appeal setting out the grounds therefor, and wh~ 
the appellant is not the local authority or tlhe owner of the property 
to which the appea'l relates or the Valuation Officer, shall lodge with 
the clerk of the appeals panel the sum of twenty-five idollaTS as security 
for costs. 

(3) Within twenty-one days after receipt of the notice of 
appeal, the clerk of the appeals panel shall lodge with the Registrar-

(a) one copy of the evidence given before the appeals 
committee; 

(b) a copy of the di!cision of the committee and the 
reasons therefor signed by the chairman; 

(c) the notice of appeal ; 
(d) any sum deposited as security for costs. 

( 4) The Registrar shall, not less than three days before such 
day as shall be fixed for the hearing, cause notice of the day and the 
hour fixed for the hearing of the appeal to be sent by registered post 
to the persons who appeared as parties to the proceedings befor~ the 
appeals committee. 

(5) Every appeal under this section shall be heard by a Jud~ 
sitting in chambers who shall have power-

( a) to order that evidence be adduced on a dav to be 
· fixed for t/he purpose; · 
(b) to refer the matter tJo the appeals committee to make 

a fresh investigation subject to such direction of 
law, if any, as the Judge thinks fit to give; and 
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( c) to confirm, increase or decrease the assessed valua­
tion. 

( 6 ) The decision of the Judge shall be endorsed on the record 
of the decision of the appeals committee together with the date of 
the decision of the Judge, and shall be signed by the Registrar. 

(7) The Registrar shall transmit to the Valuation Officer one 
copy of the decision endorsed and signed in accordance with sub­
section ( 6) . 

( 8) In any appeal unde.r this section the award of costs, if 
any, and the amount of any such award shall be in the discretion of 
the Judge ht!aring the appeal : 

Provided that costs shall not be awarded against any person to 
whom notice is given under subsection ( 4) who prior to the day of 
hearing gives notice to thie Registrar that he does not propose to 
oppose tihe appeal. 

(9) An appeal shall lie on any question of law from an order 
of the Judge hearing the appeal to the Court of Appeal in accordance 
with any 1aw for the time being having application in that behalf. 

PART V 

MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSmONAL 

28. (I) All expenses incurred by rhe Valuation Officer in the 
performance of his functions under this Act (including the costs of any 
appeal awarded against or incurred by him) shall be payable out of 
moneys provided by Parliament. 

(2) Any costs of appeal awarded to the Valuation Officer 
shall be paid to the Government of Guyana. 

29. The Minister mav foi chare:es accordinl:! to a scale which 
shall be paid by a k•cal authority as a rontribution to the Govemment 
of Guyana towards thie expenses incurred under the Provisions of ~i~ 
Act within the area administered by the local -authority. 

30. ( 1) 
0

The Valuation Officer may request the use by him of 
premises belonging to the local authority and the local authority shall 
not unreasonably refus-e the request. 

(2) The chairman of any appeals panel may request the use 
of premises belom!ing to the local authority for a meeting of the 
appeals panel or of any appeals committee constituted from members 
of such panel or for the use by himse1f or flhe clerk of the painel and 
the local authority shall not unreasonably refuse the request. 

(3) Where a request is made under subsection ( 1) or sub­
section (2). any dispute as to whether the request has been unreason­
ably refused shall be determined by the Minister . 
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( 4) Where premises are made available under subsections ( 1) 
and (2) the locaJ authority shall not make any charge for the use 
of such premises. 

31. When in the course of the exercise of any of its func- ~0~':uon 
tions any information comes to the notice of a local authority that a to a1:r 
valuation list requires alteration in respect of a property, it shall be U:~~· on 

the duty of that local authority to inform the Valuation Officer. 

32. ( 1) Any notice or other document required or authorised to ~J~: of 

be given to or served on any person under the provisions of thi~ Act 
may be given or served either -

(a) by delivering it to the person; or 
( b) by leaving it at the usual or last known residence of 

that person, or in the case of a company at its regis­
tered office; or 

(c) by forwarding it by registered post addressed to 
that person at his usual or last known residence, or 
in the case of a company at its registered office; or 

( d ) by delivering it to some person at the premises to 
which it relates or if there is no person on the pre­
mises to whom it can be so delivered, then by affixing 
it to some conspicuous part of the premises; or 

(e ) without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of thi
0

s 
subsection, where the property to which the docu­
ment is to be sent is a place of business of the 
person to or on whom it is to be given, or served, 
by lea0og it, or forwarding it by registered post 
addressed to that person, at the said place of busi­
ness. 

(2) If it is not practicable after reasonable inquiry tlo ascer­
tain the name and address of the person to or on whom it should be 
given or served, any notice or other document by this Act required 
or authorised to be given or served on the owner, lessee or occupier 
of any premises may be addressed to the person concerned by the 
description of "owner", "lessee" or "occupier" of the premises, as 
the case may require, and delivered to some person on the premises 
or if there is no person on the premises to whom it can he de'livered 
by affixing it to som~ conspicuous part of the premises. 

( 3) Any notice or other document required or authorised 
by or under the provisions of this Act to be given to or served oo a 
local authority, an appeals panel, an appeals committee or the Valua­
tion Officer shall be deemed to be duly given or served if in writing 
and delivered or sent by registered post-

( a) in the case of a local authority to the clerk thereof; 
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(b) in the case of an appeals panel or appeals commitree 
to the clerk of the appeals panei; 

(c) in the case of the Valuation Officer to tlhe Valuation 
Officer. 

33. Any notice or other document or any extract the refrom 
required by or under the provisions of this Act to be given to or 
served by a local authority, an appeals panel, an appeals committee 
or the Valuation Officer shall be sufficiently authenticated if signed-

(a) in the case of a lo~ authority, by the clerk thereof; 
(b) in the case of an appeals panel or conunittee, by 

the clerk of the appeals panel; 

(c) in the case of the Valuation Officer, by the Valuation 
Officer. 

34. Any valuation list in force or any extract therefrom, may 
be proved by the production of a copy of 11he list or of an extract 
therefrom, purporting to be certified by the Valuation Officer as a 
true copy or extract; and the ceritficate shall state that all alterations 
required to be made in pllI'suan.ce of this Act in such list or in the part 
of such list extracted have been correctly made in the copy or extract 
so produced. 

35. Any person may include in the same objection, appeal, 
proposal or other proceeding under this Act all or any properties 
of which he is the owner and which are attached or adJacent to or 
contiguous with each otther and particulars of which arc inserted in 
the draft list or valuation list notwithstanding thait the properties 
are iseparateJy assessed in the list. 

36. Unless otherwise provided in this Act any notice or other 
matter required to be published under tthis Act shall be published by 
affixing the said notice or .matter at the offices of the local authority 
and it may also be published in such other manner, if any, as is, in the 
opinion of the person required to publish it, expedient to give publicity 
thereto. 

37. ( 1) A member ot an appeals panel or appeals committee or 
a Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature shall 111.0t be incapable of 
acting in any proceedings on appeal or otherwise brought or taken 
pursuam to this Act by reason only of the fact ,tlhat he is the ownei 
of or interested in any property included in a draft list or valuation 
list other than 1illat which is the subject of the proceedings. 

(2) The Valuation Officer shall not be incapable of fixing 
the value of any property, or of including such value in a draft list, 
or of making a proposal in respect of such property, by reason only 
of the fact that eitlher he or bis wife is the owner of the property or 
has any financial interest t!herein, but in any such case the Valuation 
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Officer shall give written notice thereof to t!he local authority when 
transmitting to it the draft list or the propooal. 

38. (l) Subject to the provisions of this Act any property of the valuation 

Crown or of the State of Guyana shall be valued in like m~er to ~~des~~ 
any other property and the Government of Guyana shall OOJOY the property. 

same rights under this Act as any other owner. 

(2) For the purposes of 1lhis Act any reference therein to 
an owner shall, in the case of any property being the property of 
the Crown or the State of Guyana, be deemed to be a reference to 
the Chief Works and Hydraulics Officer: 

Provided that, in exercise of any dUJties under this section, the 
said Chief Works and Hvdraulics Officer l'ihall not: be liable to incur 
any penalty imposed under this Act. 

39. For the purpose of determining the assessed value of Spcc!8:1 
b . u· h 11· h . h tl b ·1 provmon any property a utting a ste mg, t e ste mg toget er wit 1e ui clngs ooncern,n11 

or olber erections thereon shall be deemed to be part of the property. ite!Unas. 

40. ( 1) If at any time any difficu1ty arises in connection with i':!~e~r to 

rhe application of this Act or the preparation of the va1uation 1ists remove 
· b • • · · f .,,.,_ • • f .,,. • A tlh difficulties. or m rmgmg mto operation any o uK: proV1s1ons o w11s ct, e 

Minister may, by order. make such provision as appears to him to 
be necessary or expedient for securing the due preparation of the 
said lists or for otd:ierwise applying the provisions of this Act. 

(2) Any such ord<:>r may modify the provisions of this Act 
in respect of any particular matter or occasion so far as may appear 
to the Minister to be necessary or expedient for carrying the order 
into effect. 

41. The Minister may make regulations generally for carry- Power to 

ing this Act into effect and also for prescribing anything which by =~­
this Act is to be prescribed including the form of any return, list. 
objection, proposal or other document which is required or authorised 
to be used for the purposes of this Act. 

42. { 1) All regulations made by the Minister under this Act Re111lati~,. 
shall be laid before the National Assemb1y within fourteen days next to be laid. 

after they are made and if the National Assemb!y within the period 
of thirty days beginning with the day on which the regulations are 
laid before it resolve that the regu]ations or any part thereof be an-
nulled, they shall thereby be annulled to the extent set forth in the 
resolution, and the regulations or part thereof, so annulled shaU 
thenceforth become void and of no effect but without prejudice to 
the validity of anyUhing previously done under the regulations. or patt 
thereof, as the case may be, or to the making of new regulations. 
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. (2) In reckoning for the purposes of subsection (1) any 
penod of days, no account shall be taken of any time during which 
Parlfament is dissolved or prorogued or during which the National 
Assembly is adjourned for more than seven days. 

43. Where under the provisions of this Act an appeal is made 
either to an appeaJs committee or to the Court and such appeal i:. 
wirhdrawn o1lhierwise than by agreement between all the parties entitled 
to be heard on such appeal or not prosecuted by the appellant before 
the appeals committee or Court, as the case may be, the sum deposited 
as security for costs shall oe forfeited and shall be paid to the Go,em­
ment of Guyana. 

44. ( i ) Save as otherwise expressly provided, all offences against 
this Act or against any regulations made under this Act shall be 
prosecuted under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances. 

(2) A person guilry of an offence against this Act for which 
no !.pecial penalty is provided shall be liable on conviction to a fine 
not exceeding two hundred and tifty dollars or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding three months . 

45 The following enactments are hereby repe::iled -

(a) sections 96 to 104 (both sections inclusive) of the 
Loca'I Government O rdinM.ce; 

(b) sections 3 to 27 ( both sections inclusive) and sections 
31 to 44 (both sections inclusive) of the George­
town (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance ; 

(c) sections 136 to 142 (both sections inclusive) of the 
New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance ; and 

(d) the Local Government (V:-iluation of Property ) Ordi­
nance, 1959. 

46 ( 1) Notwithstanding the repeal of sections 96 to 104 (both 
sections inclusive) of the Lc,cal Government Ordinance, a local 

authority may, until a valuation list in rdation to the area adminis­
tered by such local authority prepared pursuant to this Act comes 
into operation, continue to appraise new b1.Ii'ldings or re -appraise old 
buildings in that area as if this Act had not been enacted, and any 
appraisement or re-appraisement of lots or buildings made under that 
Ordinance in relation to that area and in force immediately before the 
commencement of this A:.:t shall continue in force and have effect in 
relati~n to that area until a valuation list for that area prepared 
nnrsuant to this Act comes into operation . 

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of sections 3 to 27 (both 
sections inclusive) and sections 3 l to 44 (both sections inclusive) 
of the Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance, the valuation 
list (including any supplcm~ntary list) made under that Ordinance 
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and in force immediatelv before the commencemant of this Act shall 
continue in force and ~av be amended from time to time as if this 
Act had not been enacted and shall have effect until a valuation list 
for the City prepared pursuant to this Act comes into operation. 

(3) Notwithstanding the repeal of sections 136 to 142 (both CaD. 

sections inclm,ive) of the New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance, 
the l own Council of New Amsterdam may, 'until a valuation list in­
relation to the Town prepared pursuant to this Act comes into opera-
tion, continue to appraise new buildings and to re-appraise any lot 
OL ..building as if this Act had not been enacted, and any appraisement 
or re-appraisement made under that Ordinance in force immediately 
before the commencement of this Act shall continue in force and 
have effect until' a valuation list for the Town prepared pursuant to 
this Act comes into operation. 

161. 

( 4) The provisions of tihe Local Government Ordinance, the~!~: m: 
Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance and the New Am- Cat>. 1t-1. 

ste,rdam Town Council Ordinance, as the case may be, shall, for the 
purpose nf the assessment. levying and raising of taxes and rates, 
apply to a valuation list prepared pursuant to this Act and in force 
in any area. 

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 45 any regula­
tions or orders made under any of the provisions repealed by the said 
section 45 and in operation at the commencement of this Act shall, 
in so far as they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, 
continue in operation until revoked by regulations made under this 
Act. 

( 6) Any return made to the Valuation Officer pursuant to ~0
-

5 01 195~-­

section 8 of the Local Government (Valuation of Property) Ordi-
nance, 1959, shall have effect as if it were a return made to the 
Valuation Officer pursuant to this Act, notwithstanding tlhe revocation 
of any order made under secti0n 5 of that Ordinance prior to the 
commencement of this Act. 

4 7. ( 1 ) On the commencement of this Act, all records, plans and ;:ci:1:_r 01 

information relating to valuation for the purpose of town taxes or 
ratmg within the bounC!anes of the City of Georgetown :is defined 
in me ueorgetown Town Louncll uramance m tne custody of the CaD. m 
City Council or of the asisessment committee appointed under section 
3 of the Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance shall be ca". 1

•
4

-

handed over to and be under the control of the Valuation Officer who 
may use any information therein for the purpose of the preparation 
of the valuation list. 

(2) On the making of an order ooder section 4 for the 
preparation of a valuation list for any area, all records, plans and 
information relating to valuation for rating purposes in such area, 
in the custody of a local authority shall be handed over to and be 
under the custody of the Valuation Officer who may use any inform-
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ation therein for the purposes of the preparation of the valuation 
list. 

FIRST SCHEDULE Section JO 

RULES FOR THE DETERMINATION OF ANNUAL RENTAL 
VALUE. 

1. The Valuation Officer shall determine the annual rent of every 
property. 

2. The annual rent of every property shall be the rent at which 
it might rea~onably be expected to let from year to year if the tenant 
undertook to pay all rates, and if the landlord undertook to bear the 
cost of the repairs and insurance, and the other expenses, if any, 
necessary to maintain the property in a state to command that rent. 

3. In determining the annual rent the Valuation Officer shaJJ in 
all cases have regard to: 

(a) the purpose for which the property is actually used or 
occupied, or if not actually used or occupied, the purpose 
for which it is reasonably suitable; and 

(b) the description, locality and condition of the lot and all 
its advantages, fitnesses, facilities and capacities. 

4. The Valuation Officer shall in respect of every property fix 
the assessed value which shall be the annual rent. 

5. The asse55ed value of any property shall be increased or re­
duced, as the case may be, to the nearest hundred dollars and such 
assessed value, increased or reduced shall be the value inserted in the 
draft list and the valuation list. 

SECOND SCHEDULE Section 10 

RULES FOR THE DETERMINATION OF CAPITAL VALUE. 

1. The Valuation Officer shall determine the capital value of 
every property. 

2. The Valuation Officer shall in respect of every property fix 
the assessed value which shall be the capital value. 

3. The capital value shall be the amount which the property, 
if sold in the open market by a willing seller, might be expected to 
realise. 
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4. The Minister may by order provide for the manner in which P1:'i!in 
the rateable value of plant, machinery and equipment used for in- :id eq~! 
dustrial purposes shall be determined. mcnL 

5. No land which is the site of -

(a) a highway, bridge, dam or foot path; 
(b) a ditch, drain, canal, waterway; 
(c) a railway line the property of the Crown or of the State 

of Guyana, 
and no house, building or other erection with a superficial area of less 
than one hundred square feet if totally enclosed, or two hundred square 
feet if not totally enclosed, shall be assessed or included in the valua­
tion list. 

Ezempted 
propertiea. 

6. The assessed value of any property as computed under Adjust.men, 

fue foregoing rules shall be increased or reduced, as the case may be, ~!1;!~saed 
to the nearest hundred dollars and such assessed value, increased or 
reduced shall be the value inserted in the draft list and the valuation 
list, 

Passed by the National Assembl.v on the 19th of June, 1969. 

(Bill No. 9/ 1969) 
(L.G. 20/ 6). 

M. B. HENRY 
Acting Clerk of the National Assembly. 
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