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BRITISH GUIANA 

I assent, 

[_ 
Officer Administering the 

Government. 

{,,, June, 1951. 

ORDINANCE No. 22 OF 1951. 
AN ORDINANCE to make provision for the good Government of the 

Amerindian Communities of the Colony. 
BE IT ENACTED by the Governor of British Guiana, with A.D. 19ol. 

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as 
follows:-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Amerindian Ordi- Short title 
nance, 1951. and extent. 

2. In this Ordinance- Interpr,e-
" Amerindian" means- tation. 

(a) any Indian of a tribe indigenous to the Colony 
or to neighbouring countries; 



• 

No. 22] 

Cap. 85 . 

Establish­
med of 
Ame!l'in­
dian Dis­
tricts, 
Areas 'and 
Villages. 

Registered 
Amerin­
dians entit­
led to re­
side in 
District, 
Area or 
Village. 

ReSltriction 
on -entry 
into Dis­
trict, Area 
or Village. 

Offence. 

� ""' � 

4 

THE LAWS OF BRITISH GUIANA. [A.D. 1951 

(b) any descendant of an Amerindian within the
meaning of paragraph (a) of this definition to
w horn, in the opinion of the Commissioner, the
provisions of this Ord,inance should apply;

"District Commissioner" rriean�:: the Commissioner in 
charge of a <ii-strict declaired .and established under 
the District �vernment Ordinance and includes an 
Assistant Dr�tri�� .. Commissiqptr' ... and includes any 
officer .authorised(to perform t-h.�_�functions of a Dis­
trict Commission� (oJ\the purposis·�0f any of the pro-
visions of this Ordi�n�� . ·-' -· ·· 

1 "intoxicating liquor" means \p.y distilled :�fermented or 
spirituous li9-uor of an A�t���cati�g-- naj:pr�, and in­

. eludes any liquor contam1�g;: m!ox1cat��&i��1quor; 
"officer" means a,ny Governmen\;._gf-f-�er and' 1:qcludes any 

person authorised by the Cor.»mjs_§ioner·· to perform 
any duties under this Ordinance;_:·s�., 

"the Commissioner" means the Coitlt.nissioner of the 
Interior, and includes any officer authorised in writ­
ing by the Colonial Secretary' to perform any o.f the 
functions of the Commissioner for the purposes of any 
of the provisions of this Ordinance. 

PART I 
Amerindian Districts, Areas' and Villages. 

3. The Governor in Council may by Order-
(a) declare any portion of the Colony to be an Amer- ''

indian District, an Amerindian Area or an Amer-
.;. �n Village (hereafter referred to as a "Dis-1', "Area" or "Village" as the case may be) ;.

,(b1 are that any such District, Area or Village 
--srr cease to be a District, Area or Village; or 

( c) vary the boundaries of any such District, Area or
Village.

4. Every Amerindian registered under the provisions of this
Ordinance shall-te)entitled to reside in .a District, Area or Village. 

5. (1) No person other than an Amerindian shall enter or
remain within any District, Area or Village or any Amerindian 
settlement or encampment without lawful excuse or without the 
permiss�on in writing of the Commissioner. 

(2) Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the Com­
missioner to grant such permission may appeal to the Governor 
in Council, whose decision shall be final. 

6. Any person who enters any District, Area, Village, Settle­
ment or· encamoment as aforesaid otherwise than in accordance 
with the permission in writing of the Commissioner and without 
lawful excuse shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty 
of fifty dollars . 

...._ .. ---�·-·-- ---� __......_ _..__� ��-
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PART II 

Registration. 

[ No. 22 

7. The Governor shall appoint a fit and pnper person to Registra­
be the Registration Officer of Amerindians, and may appoint tion 
such assistant registration officers for such parts of the Colony Officers. 
as he may think fit. 

8. (1) Every Amerindian who has attained the age of �egistra­
twelve years shall be registered by the assistant registration �on �f 
officer appointed for that part of the Colony in which he resides. di�;;

m

-(2) Any person whose application for registration as an 
Amerindian is refused or who is aggrieved by the registration of 
any other person as an Amerindian, may appeal to the Commis­
sioner, and any person as aforesaid who is dissatisfied with the 
decision of the Commissioner may appeal to the Governor in 
Council whose decision shall be final. 

9. Upon the registration of any Amerindian, the assistant Ma�mer of
registration officer shall e:pter in a book to be kept by him for rg1stra­
such purpose, the particulars of the Amerindian, and shall deliver ion. 

to the Amerindian a certificate in the like form, and shall send 
a copy thereof to the Registration Officer. 

10. Every Amerindian registered as aforesaid, shall produce Product_i�n
his certificate of registration within a reasonable time when oft Certifi-
requested to do so by any officer. ca e. 

11. Any Amerindian who, without reasonable excuse, - Offences.
(a) lends or gives his certificate to any other Amer-

indian; or 
(b) is found in possession of the certificate of any

other Amerindian,
shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars. 

PART III 
Protection of Property and Legal Proceedings on behalf of 

Amerindians. 

12. (1) The Commissioner shall undertake the care, pro- Protection tection and management of the property of the Amerindians, and of property
may-

(a) take possession of, retain, sell or dispose of the
property of an Amerindian;

(b) in his own name sue for, recover or receive money
or other property due to or belonging to an Amer­
indian, or damages for any conversion of or injury
to such property;

( c) exercise in the name of an Amerindian any power
which the Amerindian may exercise for his own
benefit;

(d) in the name and on behalf of an Amerindian
appoint any person to act as an attorney or agent

..........L..i:..: ........ 
....._, _,___ 



f 

r 

No. 22] 

0 

THE LAWS OF BRITISH GUIANA. [A.D. 1961 

of an Amerindian for any purpose connected with 
his property: 

Provided that the powers conferred by this section shall not be 
exercised by the Commissioner without the consent of the Amer­
indian, except in so far as may be necessary for the preservation 
of his property. 

(2) The Commissioner shall keep proper records and
accounts of all monies and other property received or dealt with 
by him under the provisions of this section. 

I!=-forma- 13. (1) The Commissioner, a District Commissioner, or any 
tion 

1
n:9-, member of the police force may lay an information or complaintcomp aims. in his own name on behalf of any Amerindian residing in a Dis-

Captains. 

Duties of 
captain. 

Surrender 
of equip­
ment. 

Distr'ict 
and Area 
Councils. 

trict, Area or Village against any person in the magistrate's court 
having jurisdiction to hear and determine the offence or other 
matter alleged against that person. 

(2) The Commissioner, the District Commissioner or an
officer shall watch the proceedings on behalf of the Amerindian, 
and may, if necessary, - appeal against �ny decision to th� Full 
Court of the Supreme Court, and may m that Court retam the 
services of counsel, and in all respects take such steps on behalf 
of the Amerindian as he may think fit. 

PART IV 
Appointment of Captains. 

14. (1) The Commissioner may, with the approval of the
Governor, appoint in writing any Amerindian he may think fit to 
be the captain of any District, Area or Village, and may at any 
time in like manner revoke any such appointment. Every such 
appointment or revocation thereof shall be published in the 
Gazette. 

(2) Every captain shall have all the powers and immuni­
ties of a rural constable, and, subject to the provisions of this 
Ordinance, shall be subject to the control of the Commissioner. 

(3) Every captain shall be supplied at the public expense
with a staff of office, a uniform and a short manual of the powers 
and duties of a rural constable. 

15. It shall be the duty of every captain to carry out such
instructions as may be issued to him by the Commissioner or the 
District Commissioner, to maintain order within the Distrkt, Area 
or Village in respect of which he has been appointed, and to report 
to the District Commissioner any Amerindian who has not been 
registered under the provisions of section nine of this Ordinance. 

16. Every captain shall, on ceasing to hold office, surrender to
the District Commissioner his uniform and staff of office within 
four weeks, and on failure to do so, shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty-four dollars. 

PART V. 
Local Government. 

17. (1) The Governor in Council may in his discretion by
Order published in the Gazette establish a District Council or an 
Area Council for arty District or Area as the case may be. 

" 

f 
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(2) A District Council and an Area Council shall con-
sist of-

(a) the District Commissioner;
(b) a District Officer;
(c) the captains within the District or Area; and
(d) such other persons &s the Commissioner, with the

approval of the Governor, may appoint.
(3) In appointing any Amerindian to be a member of

a District Council or Area Council, the Commissioner shall pay 
due regard to the wishes of the inhabitants of the District or 
Area. 

( 4) Every person appointed to be a member of a District
Council or Area Council shall hold office for a period of two 
years, but shall be eligible for reappointment from time to time. 

(5) At every meeting of a District Council or Area Coun­
cil, the District Commissioner shall be Chairman. In the absence 
of t!he District Commissioner from any meeting, the D:i�trict 
Officer shall be Chairman for the purposes of that meeting. 

(6) The Commissioner with the approval of the Governor
in Council may revoke the appointment of any member of a Coun­
cil at any time, and may in like manner appoint another person 
in place of the member -whose appointment is revoked. 

[ No. 22 

18. (1) The Commissioner may establish a Village Council Village
for any Village. Councils. 

(2) A Village Council shall consist of the captain of the
Village, and such other persons as the Commissioner, having due 
regard to the wishes of the inhabitants of the Village, may 
appoint. 

(3) Every person appointed to be a member of a Village
Council shall hold office for a period of two years, but shall be 
eligible for re-appointment from time to time. 

( 4) At every meeting of a Village Council, the captain
shall be the Chairman. 

(5) The Commissioner may revoke the appointment of
any member of the Council at any time, and may appoint another 
person in place of the member whose appointment is revoked. 

19. The Commissioner, with the approval of the Governor in Power of
Council, may make rules prescribing the number to form a Commiss­
quorum and the procedure to be followed in the conduct of busi- ioner to 
ness by District, Area and Village Councils. make :r:ules 

governmg 
the proce­
dure of 
Councils. 

20. (1) A District Council, an Area Council or a Village Taxes.
Council may levy taxes upon the Amerindians resident in the 
District, Area or Village as the case may be. 

(2) Any such tax shall be submitted for the approval
of the Governor who may, either as regards the tax or the means 
proposed for the assessment or recovery - thereof, allow or dis­
allow the same, or make any variation, alteTation or amendment 
thereto, except any increase of the tax, as he may think fit. 
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. . (3) Th� �roceeds of any such tax shall be paid to the
District Commiss10ner and shall be utilised by him exclusively 
for the benefit of the District, Area or Village in respect of which 
it has been levied and raised, and for such purposes and in such 
manner as the Commissioner may approve. 

21. (1) A District, Area or Village Council may, with the
appro':al of the Governor in Council, make rules for any of the 
followmg purposes-

( a) the provision, maintenance and regulation of food
and water supplies;

(b) the prohibition of the poisoning or pollution of
the waters of any river or stream;

(c) the improvement of sanitation;
(d) the establishment and regulation of markets;
(e) the development of agriculture and livestock;
(f) the- felling of timber, and the fees to be paid in

respect thereof;
(g) prescribing or prohibiting certain methods of

trapping;
(h) the preservation of roads, buildings, culverts or

airstrips;
(i) the prevention of grass or bush fires;
(j) the prevention of soil erosion;
(k) the restriction of the manufacture or possession

of piwarri or any similar intoxicating liquor;
(1) prescribing the method of assessing any ,taxes,

and prescribing means for the recovery thereof
by the seizure and sale by public auction of the
movable property of a defaulting Amerindian;

(m) regulating and prescribing the manner in which
lands under the control of the Council may be
used; and

(n) for such other purposes as the Governor in Coun­
cil may, from time to time approve.

(2) Any such rules shall, if approved, be published in
the Gazette, and shall come into force on such day as the 
Governor in Council may appoint. 

(3) The Governor in Council may at any time cancel or
annul any rule made or in force under the provisions of this 
section. 

Power of 22. (1) A District Council, an Area Council or a Village
District Council may direct any captain to require any Amerindian 
e�. Cot��1- within the District, Area or Village who is alleged to have failed 
cilstt;:0 ;,r-- to comply with any rules made under section twenty-one of this 
b:!a�{�se of Ordinance, to appear before the Council.
rules and (2) Upon the appearance of any Amerindian as afore­
to impcs� said before the Council, the Council shall proceed to investigate 
penalties. the matter in the presence of such Amerindian, and if satisfied 

that the Amerindian has failed to comply with the requirements 
of the rule without reasonable excuse, the Council may impose 
upon the Amerindian a penalty not exceeding ten dollars: 

.Jli.:. -- �-
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Provided that the Council shall not hold any investigation or 
impose any penalty under this section in the absence of the Dis­
trict Commissioner or an officer. (3) · Every investigation by a ·council under the pro­
visions of this section shall be conducted in a summary manner 
without regard to matters of form, and it shall be the duty of such Council to do substantial justice in all such questions com­
ing before them. (4) The District Commissioner or officer, as the case
ma:y be, shall take notes of the evidence given at any proceedings 
under this section. 

[ No. 22 

23. Any Amerindian who refuses to appear be.fore a Council Offences.
when required so to do under subsection (1) of section twenty-
two of this Ordinance, or who, although possessed of sufficientmeans so to do, fails to pay any penalty lawfully imposed by a 
Council under the provisions of subsection (2) of section twenty-
iwo of this Ordinance, shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty-five dollars. 

24. Where any penalty has been imposed on any Amerindian N �tes of 
under the provisions of subsection (2) of section twenty-two of evidence to 
this Ordinance, the District Commissioner or officer as the case be_t�u�-t may be shall submit the notes of the evidence to the Commis- �� �om� sioner who may confirm, vary or remit such penalty as he may missioner.think fit. 

25. All penalties recovered under the provisions of sections Prov!sions
twent�-t"':o and tw�n�y-three of this Ordinanc� shall be. pai� to r��!tfi! tothe District Commiss10ner, and shall be deposited by him m a �eceiveds 
Bank and shall be utilized qy him, for the benefit of the District, under Area or Village in respect of which the penalty has been imposed sections 22 
for such purpose and in such manner as the Commissioner may and 23. 
approve. PART VI 

The Amerindian Purposes Fund. 
26. There shall be established a Fund to be styled the Amer- The Amer­Indian Purposes Fund (hereinafter ref erred to as "the Fund") indian Pur­

in to which shall be paid all monies lying to the, credit of the poses 
fund known as the Aboriginal Indian Reservation Fund. Fund· 

27. The Fund shall be deposited with the Financial Secre- kvesL 
tary and Treasurer who may invest the Fund or any part thereof ment of 
in such securities as the Governor may from time to time approve Fund. 
and the interest thereon shall form part of the Fund. 

28. The Fund shall be expended by the Commissioner solely Exp.endi­
for the benefit of the Amerindians of the Colony in such manner iur.e d of 
as the Governor may from time to time direct, but no expendi- un · 
ture for which nrovision has been made in the annual estimates 
of the Colony shall be borne by the Fund. 

29. The accounts of the Fund shall be kept by the Commis- Account s.
sioner who shall prepare an annual account· of the receipts and 
payments of the Fund made up to the thirty-first daJ of Decem-
ber in each year, together with .a statement showing the invest-
ments and the cash balance of the fund as certified by the 

--- - � -� ... - .. 
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Financial Secretary and Treasurer, and of any other assets of 
the Fund. Such annual account and statement shall, after 
approval by the Financial Secretary and Treasurer, be submitted 
to the Director of Audit, and when audited shall be laid before 
the Governor in Council. 

PART VII 
Employment of Amerindians. 

30. (1) Any person who· at the commencement of this Ordi­
nance has in his employ any Amerindian may, with the consent 
of the District Commissioner, continue to employ such Amer­
indian on such terms and conditions as the District Commissioner 
may approve. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, no person shall employ any Amerindian otherwise than 
by way of casual labour without the permission in writing of the 
District Commissioner first had .and obtained, and on such terms 
and conditions as the District Commissioner may approve. 

(3) Any person may employ an Amerindian by way of
casual labour for a period not exceeding fourteen days at such 
rates of pay and subject to such conditions of service as shall 
have been approved by the District Commissioner. These con­
liitions may be altered from time to time by the District Com­
missioner. 

( 4) Any permission granted under this section may be
revoked by the District Commissioner at any time, and the 
Amerindian may thereupon be removed, by order of the District 
Commissioner to a District, Area or Village or may be per­
mitted to enter the employ of some fit and proper person. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this section,
the District Commissioner may give permission in writing to any 
fit and proper person to employ Amerindians for any specified 
period not exceeding six months, without specifying the Amer­
indians to be so employed, on such person depositing with him 
the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars for every Amerindian 
so employed, or upon entering into a bond in such sum and with 
such sureties as may be approved, as security for the payment 
of the wages of the Amerindians. Such permission may be 
revoked at any time by the District Commissioner. 

31. (1) Every person who desires to employ an Amerindian
otherwise than in the manner specified in subsection (3) of sec­
tion thirty of this Ordinance shall enter into a written agree­
ment with such Amerindian in the presence of an officer or a 
i ustice of the peace. 

u 

(2) The agreement shall ·contain-
(a) the names of the parties thereto;
(b) the nature of the· services to be performed;
(c) the duration of the employment;
(d) the remuneration to be paid by the employer;
(e) a description of the living accommodation, if any,

to be provided by the employer; and
(f) the conditions on which the agreement may be

determined by either party.

� ..1-. 
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(3) The agreement shall be in duplicate, and shall be
attested by an officer or a justice of the peace, or a member of 
the Police Force and a copy of the agreement shall be forwarded 
by the attesting party to the District Commissioner. 

[ No. 22 

32. The provisions of sections nineteen to twenty-four inclu- Sections 19 
' sive of the Labour Ordinance, 1942, shall apply to every contract to 2� in­

of employment entered into under the provisions of this Ordin- elusive of 
ance. the Labour 

Ordinance, 
1942, to 
apply to 
agree_ 
ments. 
No. 2 of 
1942. 

33. If any Amerindian employed under the provisions of this Death of
Ordinance dies during his period of employment, the employer A:nerin­
shall, within fourteen days, forward to the District Commissioner �ian dur-
a n�tiee of the _death of such Amerindian, �og�ther wit� sue? ��ploy­particulars. as will en�ble the deceased Amermdian to be 1denti- nient to be 
fled. reported to 

the Com­
missioner.

34. Any person who- Offences. 
(a) employs any Amerindian otherwise than in accord-

ance with the provisions of this Part of this Ordi-
\� nance; or

.. ) 

..c,'I' 

(b) without the approval of the Commissioner or an
officer suffers anv Amerindian to be or remain
upon any premises in his occupation or under his
control without reasonable cause or excuse,

shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 
one hundred dollars: 

Provided that no person shall be convicted under this section 
where he satisfies the court that he did not know that the person 
employed or on the premis,es, as the case may be, was an Amer­
indian. 

PART VIII 
Intoxicating Liquor. 

35. (1) · No person shall sell, barter, supply or give intoxicating ?1PP�Y of 
]iquor to_ an_y Amerindian, or to any person for consumption by i�

g

01f��t
ran Amerindian. to Amer­

jr_,dians 
prohibited. 

(2) Any person who sells, barters, supplies or gives to Offence. 
any person any intoxicating liquor in contravention of the provi-
sions of subsection (1) of this section shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a penalty not exceeding fifty dollars. 

36. Any Amerindian in any Area, District or Village who is Penalt� for
found in possession of intoxicating· liquor otherwise than in accord- �f

8
f�fi���

ance with the terms and conditions of a licence granted to him in eating 
that behalf by the District Commissioner shall be liable on sum- liquor by 
mary conviction to a penalty not exceeding twenty-fiv,e dollars. A_merin-

d1ans. 

----- ...--.. ... _ - -
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37. This Part of this Ordinance shall not apply to -
(a) the sale, barter, supply or gift of intoxicating

liquor to be used in case of illness by the direction
of a registered medical practitioner or sicknurse
and dispenser, or where such intoxicating liquor
is supplied with the permission of a District Com­
missioner or an officer, or by a minister of religion;
or

(b) the manufacture and consumption by Amerindians
of the intoxicating liquor known as piwarri, or
any similar intoxicating liquor in accordance with
any custom prevailing among Amerindians.

PART IX 

Miscellaneous. 

Averment 38. In every prosecution for an offence against any of the pro-
in ,�om- visions of this Ordinance, an averment in the complaint that any 
plamt that person named therein is an Amerindian shall be sufficient evidence 

:;J it:1;; of that fact unless the contrary is proved.
Amerir_,_ 
dian suffi-
cient evi-
dence of 
that fact. 

Regula­
tions. 

Enticing 
wife of 
Amer­
indian 

39. (1) The Governor in Council may make Regulations for
the proper administration of Districts, Areas and Villages and 
generally for any of the purposes of this Ordinance. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing,
the Governor in Council may make Regulations -

(a) prescribing the mode of Temoving Amerin1dians to
a District, Area or Village, or from one District,
Area or Village to another;

(b) prescribing the manner of keeping accounts of any
monies received under the provisions of this
Ordinance;

(c) providing for the care, custody and education of
children of Amerindians;

(d) prescribing the conditions under which the child­
ren of Amerindians may be apprenticed to or
placed in service with suitable persons; , 

( e) maintaining discipline and good order in Districts,
Areas and Villages; and

(f) prohibiting any rites and customs which, in the
opinion of the Governor in Council, are injurious
to the welfare of Amerindians.

40. Every person other than an Amerindian, who entices away
or cohabits with the wife of any Amerindian shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding two hundred and 
fifty dollars : 

Provided that no person shall be convicted under this sec-
tion where it is established to the satisfaction of the Court that ,.. 
the wife was desert�d by her husband and or compelled to leave 
his homr?.. 

� � --- ---· --� ...... � 
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41. (1) The Commissioner may, where he thinks it desirable Power ofso to do, grant a certificate to any Amerindian exempting such Commis­Ainerindian from the provisions of this Ordinance, and thereupon sioner to ""Such Amerindian shall, while such certificate riemains in force, �mpt for the purposes of any of the provisions of-any Ordinance or indi�:s Regulations relating to Amerindians, be deemed not to be an from the Amerindian. Ordinance (2) Any such certificate as aforesaid may, with the con-sent of the Amerindian, be revoked by the Commissioner where he considers it desirable so to do. 42. Where the provisions of any Ordinance or Regulation Amend­enacted or made prior to the commencement of this Ordinanc,e m�nt ofcontain references to Aboriginal Indians, ev,ery such reference ;:,rw: enact­shall _ be dee�ed to_ be a reference to Amerindians within the �:1�: t�e-meanmg of this Ordmance. Abo,riginal Indians 43. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Governor Power ofin Council may from time to time by Order published in the 9"overnor_ Gazette, declare that this Ordinance shall not apply to such parts t Co��c�lof the Colony as may be specified in such Order, and this Ordi- t�ere�.;��a-nance shall thereupon have effect accordingly. tion an,d (2) Orders made under this Section may from time to extent oftime be published with respect to such of the provisions of this the Ordi­Ordinance as may be specified in such Orders, and with respect nance. '\.: to such provisions this Ordinance shall have effect accordingly. 

\1 

<I 

(3) The Governor in Council may, from time to timerevoke, alter or vary any Order made under the provisions of this section. 44. The Aboriginal Indians Protection Ordinance is hereby Repeal.repealed. 45. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, this Ordin- Cornmence­ance shall come into operation on such date as the Governor may ment. by Proclamation published in the Gazette, appoint. (2) Proclamations under this section may from time totime be published in respect of such provisions of this Ordinance as may be specified in any such Proclamation, and with respect to such provisions, this Ordinance shall come into force on the date appointed by the Proclamation to which such provisions relate. 
Passed by the LegisLative CounciL this 17t::zday of M'a , 1951. 

·d /J 1/ • /, v-Lf;,Clerk of the Legislative (auncil.(M.P. 11171216 IV). 
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