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SCHEDULE

Ax OrpNaANCE to provide for valuation of property for rating purposes
and for purposes connected therewith.

A.D. 1959. Enacted by the Legislature of British Guiana :—

Short title. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Local Government (Valua-
tion of Property) Ordinance, 1959.

Interpreta- 2. (1) In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires—

Mo “assessed value” means the value of any property as shown

in a draft list or lists;
“draft list” means the draft valuation list which the valu-
ation officer is required to prepare under section 10;
“land” shall Eiut include any house, building, or other
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«list” means the valuation list as settled in accordance
with section 20 and amended under any other provisions
of this Ordinance;

“local authority” means the Mayor and Town Council of
Georgetown, the Mayor and Town Council of New
Amsterdam and any local authority constituted under
the Local Government Ordinance and shall include any
local suthority constituted after the passing of this Cep. 0.
Ordinance under any Ordinance for the time being in
force relating to local government;

“local government area” means the area of any local
authority;

“local valuation panel” means the local valuation panel
established under section 14 for an area in which a local
government area is situated;

“local valuation committee” means a local valuation com-
mittee as constituted under section 15 from the local
valuation panel;

“ghjection” means an objection made to a draft list under
section 11 or an objection to a proposal under section 23;

“owner” means the person for the time being receiving the
rent of the lands, houses, buildings or erections in con-
nection with which the word is used, whether on his own
account or as agent or frustee for any other person, or
who would so receive that rent if the lands, houses,
buildings or erections were let at a rent, and, where the
lands, houses, buildings or erection are not let includes
any person in possession of the lands, houses, buildings
or erection;

“property’’ means any separate parcel of land, or any house
or building or other erection, where such parcel or land,
house, building, or other erection is either owned or
capable of being owned separately;

“proposal” means a proposal for the amendment of a valu-
ation list made in accordance with section 22;

“rate” means the rates to be assessed, levied and raised in
each year under the Georgetown Sewerage and Water
Ordinance, the Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Cap. 133
Ordinance and the Local Government Ordinance and Cap. 134
taxes assessed, levied and raised in each year under the Cap: 130
Georgetown Town Council Ordinance and the New -
Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance, and also rates and C&?;',_ 1,6;‘
taxes levied under any future Ordinance by any local
authority;

ttyaluation list” means any valuation list or appraisement
in force in any local government area at the date when
an order is made by the Governor in Council under sec-
tion 4;

‘yaluation officer” means the officer appointed under sec-
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(2) References to sections and the schedule in this Ordinance
shall, unless the context otherwise requires, be to sections and the schedule
of this Ordinance,

3. The Governor shall appoint a valuation officer who shall exercise
such powers and perform such duties as are conferred and imposed upon
him by this or any other Ordinance or by any regulations made under this
Ordinance.

4, (1) After an order has heen made by the Governor in Council
as hereinafter provided in this Ordinance in relation to any local govern-
ment area, the list to be used in such local government area for rating
purposes after a date to be fixed in the order by the Governor in Council
shall, instead of being prepared and amended by assessment committees or
appraisers, be prepared and amended by the valuation officer under the
provisions of this Ordinance and save as hereinafter provided in this
Ordinance a local authority shall notwithstanding the provisions of any
other enactment have no functions in relation to the preparation and
amendment of the list.

(2) Nothing in this section shall affect any right of a local
authority as a person aggrieved by anything done or omitted to be done
by the valuation officer in a list or draft list in relation to any property,

5. (1) The Governor in Council shall by order direct the date on
which the valuation officer shall commence the preparation of the first
list in each local government area and shall also fix a date when the list
shall come into operation.

(2) The Governor in Council may by the same or any sub-
sequent order designate any area which is not for the time being adminis-
tered by a local authority as an area proposed to be amalgamated with a
local authority to be named in the order and after the date of such an order
the area so designated shall for the purposes of the preceding subsection be
deemed to be a local government area.

(3) Where an area has heen so designated and an order of the
Governor in Council has been made directing the preparation by the
valuation officer of a list for such area under subsection (1) the references
in sections 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 20 and 21 to a local authority shall be
deemed to he a reference to the District Commissioner within whose dis-
trict the area so designated is amalgamated with the area of a local
authority.

(4) Subsequent lists in respect of any local government area
shall be made so as to come into operation on the first day of January in
each fifth subsequent year.

(5) The Governor in Council may by order extend the period
for which the list may remain in force provided that no such order shall
have the effect of extending the period during which a list shall remain in
force beyond ten years from the date when it first came into operation.

(6) Every list shall remain in operation until it is superseded
by a new list.

6. From the date of the commencement of this Ordinance until the
date fixed by an order of the Governor in Council under subsection (1)

of $hia ook rmana g . e s
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in any local government area, the valuation list in force at the commence-
ment of this Ordinance in that local government area shall continue to
be in force and to be amended from time to time as if this Ordinance had
not been enacted.

7. After the date of the order of the Governor in Council requiring TIransfer of

a list to be prepared under the provisions of this Ordinance, all records, records.
plans and information dealing with valuation for rating purposes in the

custody of any assessment committee, appraisers, or local authority shall

be handed over to and be under the control of the valuation officer subject

to the right of the assessment committee, appraisers, or local authority to

inspect and make use of them for the purposes of any amendments to the
valuation list in accordance with the provisions of the preceding section.

8. (1) In every case where a new list is to be made for any local Information
government area, the valuation officer may serve a notice on the owner, Al RSN
lessee or occupier of any property in the area, or on any one or more of
them requiring him or them to make a return containing such particulars
as may be reasonably required for the purpose of enabling the valuation
officer accurately to compile the list.

(2) The valuation officer may at any time, in connection with
a proposal, serve a notice on the owner, lessee or occupier of any property
in the area, or on any one or more of them requiring him or them to make
a return containing such particulars as may be reasonably required for
the purpose of enabling him to decide whether or not to make, or, as the
case may be, to object to the proposal.

(3) Every person upon whom a notice to make a return is
served in pursuance of the provisions of this section shall within twenty-
one days after the date of the service of the notice make and deliver to
the valuation officer a return in the form required by the notice.

(4) If any person on whom notice has been served under the
provisions of this section fails without reasonable excuse to comply with
the notice, he shall he guilty of an offence against this Ordinance and on
summary conviction thereof shall be liable to a fine of one hundred dol-
lars, and to a further penalty of ten dollars for each day during which
the default continues after such conviction,

(5) 1f any person knowingly makes or causes to be made a
return under subsection (3) which is false in any material particular, he
shall without prejudice to any Lability under any other enactment, be
guilty of an offence against this Ordinance and on summary conviction
thereof shall be liable to a fine of five hundred dollars or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding six months.

(6) For the purposes of this section a return of particulars
shall be deemed to include a plan if so required by the valuation officer.

(7) The local authority shall by their officers give such assist-
ance to the valuation officer with regard to the delivery and collection
of returns as he may request and in default thereof any expenses incurred
by the valuation officer in performing such functions shall be payable
by the lacal authority.

(8) In this section and the following section ‘valuation officer’
shall be deemed to include any person authorised in writing by the valuation
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officer to exercise such powers and perform such duties as are imposed upon
the valuation officer by these sections.

9. (1) The valuation officer shall have power, at all reasonable
times after giving not less than seventy-two hours’ notice in writing to the
owner or occupier to enter on and survey or inspect any property in a
local government area. :

(2) If any person wilfully delays or obstructs the valuation
officer in the exercise of any of his powers under this section he shall be
liable on summary conviction to a fine of fifty dollars.

10. (1) Where a new list is to be made for a local government
area, the valuation officer shall not later than six months prior to the date
when the new list is to come into operation —

(a) prepare a draft list showing the capital value com-
puted under the provisions of the schedule in respect
of every property;

(b) transmit three copies of the draft list when com-
pleted to the local authority; and

(c) forthwith publish in the prescribed manner notice
that the draft list has been completed.

(2) For the period beginning with the date on which the
copies of the completed draft list are received by the local authority and
ending twenty-one days after the date on which the notice of the com-
pletion of the draft list is published as aforesaid, one of the said copies
shall be open to inspection during ordinary business hours at the offices
of the local authority, and the said notice shall include a statement that
a copy of the draft list is open to inspection as aforesaid and a
statement of the right of objection conferred by the next succeeding
section.

11. (1) The owner of any property, which appears on the draft
list, whether or not he is the owner of the property afiected by the
objection, may at any time before the expiration of twenty-one days
after the day on which the notice under the preceding section was first
published lodge with the valuation officer an objection in writing to the
draft list in respect of any property.

(2) The following objections and no others may be taken,
namely, that —

(a) the assessed value of any property is incorrect or
unfair; or

(b) any matter has been inserted therein or omitted
therefrom where such matter ought not to be inserted
or omitted; or

(c) one value has been included in the draft list in re-
spect of properties separately assessable.

(3) Every objection shall specify the grounds on which it is
made and the amendment desired to remove the objection.

(4) It shall not be competent for any person lodging an
objection to rely upon any ground not specified therein.

(5) Where a person other than the owner of the property to
which the objection relates lodges an objection to the draft list, notice
thereof shall be given by the valuation officer to the owner of the pro-
perty the subject of the objection.
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(6) The valuation officer shall give notice to the local author-
ity of al! objections made otherwise than by that authority, as soon as
possible after each objection is made.

12. (1) After the expiration of the period limited for the lodging
of notices of objection to a draft list the valuation officer shall after
considerirg the objections submitted to him, revise the draft list and
may, on that revision, make such alterations in the draft list, whether
for the purpose of meeting an objection or for any other reason as he
thinks praper.

(2) Where, on his revision, the valuation officer makes any
alteratior in the draft list, whether for the purpose of meeting an
objection or for some other reason, he shall forthwith serve notice of the
alteratior on the owner of the property to which the alteration relates
and on the person who lodged the objection if not the owner thereof:

Provided that no notice need be served on the owner under
this subsection where the owner has not served notice of objection under
the last preceding section with respect to the property and the alteration
consists enly in a reduction of the value of a property shown in the draft
list.

(3) Where notice of objection has been served under the last
preceding section, then whether or not the valuation officer makes on
his revision any alteration in the draft list for the purpose of meeting
the objection, he shall on the completion of the revision forthwith serve
on the owner and on the person who made the objection if not the
owner, a notice stating whether he has made any and if so what alteration
in the draft list with respect to the property to which the objection
relates:

Provided that no notice need be served under this sub-
section on any person on whom a notice with respect to the property
falls to be served under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The wvaluation officer shall give notice to the local
authority of all alterations made by him in respect of any propertv as
soon as possible after each alteration is made.

(5) Any notice served under subsections (2), (3) and (4) of
this section shall be in writing and shall include a statement of the rights
of appeal conferred by the next succeeding section.

13. (1) Any person on whom a notice is served under subsections
(2) and (3) of the preceding section and the local authority within
whose area the property is situated, may by notice of appeal served on
the valuation officer as respondent appezl to the local valuation com-
mittee with respect to the property in question.

(2) A notice of appeal under this section shall be in writing
and shall be served before the expiration of fourteen days following
that of the service on the appellant of the notice under the preceding
section.

(3) Every such notice of appeal shall contain a statement of
the grounds of appeal relied upon and, except with the leave of the local
valuation committee, it shall not be competent for the appellant to rely on
any ground of appeal not set out therein or where he was the objector any
ground other than those included in the objection.

Revision of
draft valua-
tion list.

Appeals.
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(4) The valuation officer shall within seven days after the
last date on wlich a notice of appeal may be served upon him under this
section transmit a copy thereof to each of the following bodies or per-
sons not being the appellant, that is to say —

(a) to the owner of the property in question;

(b) to the person who made the objection under section
11 if not the owner of the property in question;

(c) to the valuation committee; and

(d) to the local authority.

14. (1) The Governor in Council shall from time to time estab-
lish such number of local valuation panels as he considers necessary and
shall determine —

(a) the area which shall be served by any such panel;
(b) the number of members of each such pane; and
(c) the tenure of office of members.
(2) The Governor shall appoint the members of local valua-
tion panels and may at any time revoke such appointments.

(3) The Governor may grant leave of absence to any member
of a panel and may appoint any person to act in place of a menber who
has been granted leave of absence.

(4) The Governor shall appoint one of the members of a local
valuation panel to be the chairman thereof and may, at any time, revoke
such appointment. Where the chairman is on leave or temporarily absent
or rendered incapable of acting in any proceedings under this Ordinance by
reason of the provisions of subsection (1) of section 35, the Governor may
appoint a person, whether or not a member of the local valuation panel,
to act as chairman for such period as he may determine.

(5) A local valuation panel shall meet at such time and place
as the chairman may deem expedient for the purpose of selecting members
to sit on local valuation committees and for the consideration of any other
relevant matters.

(6) Any matter on which a vote is taken at a meeting of a local
valuation panel shall be decided by a majority of the votes of those present
and voting, and where the vote is equal the chairman shall have a second
or casting vote.

(7)  No member of a local valuation panel shall receive any re-
muneration in respect of his services as a member of such panel, but he shall
be entitled to be paid a subsistence allowance and a travelling allowance to
meet expenses actually incurred by reason of his attendance at meetings of
the local valuation panel or a local valuation committee, and such allowances
shall be in accordance with such scale as the Governor may determine.

(8) No appeal against the decision of a local valuation com-
mittee shall fail by reason of any vacancy in the local valuation panel from
which the members of the local valuation committee were selected.

15. (1) Local valuation committees constituted as hereinafter
provided shall be convened as often as may he necessary for the purpose
of hearing and determining appeals under the provisions of this Ordi-
nance against draft lists and against objections to proposals for the alter-
ation of lists.
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—_—

(2) The local valuation committee which hears and deter-
mines an appeal with respect to a property shall consist of members of a
local valuation panel constituted under the next succeeding subsection,
being the panel for the area within which that property is situated.

(3)  Every such committee shall consist of the chairman of the
local valuation panel and two members thereof to be selected by the
anel.
g 16. (1) Where notice of appeal to a local valuation committee is sitings, pro-
served under section 13 by or on the valuation officer, the valuation cedure and
officer shall forthwith notify the clerk of the local valuation panel from Powers of
the members of which the local valuation committee which is to hear :?:;l c;f[:f'a'
the appeal falls to be constituted or where the clerk of the local valua- mitees,
tion panel receives a notice of appeal under section 23 it shall be the
duty of the chairman of that panel to arrange for the convening of such
a committee.

(2) The local valuation committee shall hear the appeal and
may adjourn the hearing from time to time until it has disposed of
all the appeals lodged and for that purpose shall be deemed to be a court
within the meaning of the Evidence Ordinance and shall have the same Cap. 25.
power of summoning witnesses, enforcing their attendance and compell-
ing them to give evidence and produce documents as a magistrate’s
court possesses under the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Ordi- Cap. 16
nance and any rules in force in that court, and every such committee
shall, unless the committee otherwise orders on the application of any
party to the appeal and upon being satisfied that the interests of either
party would be prejudicially affected, sit in public.

(3) At the hearing of an appeal by a local valuation com-
mittee —

(a) the appellant;

(h) the valuation officer;

(c) the owmer of the property to which the appeal
relates when he is not the appellant;

(d) the local authority for the area in which the pro-
perty in question is situated, when that authority is
not the appellant; and

(e) in case of an appeal against an objection, the
objector, where he is not ome of the persons pre-
viously mentioned in this subsection,

shall be entitled to appear and be heard, either personally or by counsel
or solicitor, and to call witnesses.

(4) After hearing the persons mentioned in the last preceding
subsection, or such of them as desire to be heard, the local valuation
committee shall give such directions with respect to the manner in which
the property in question is to be treated in the draft list or the list as the
case may be as appears to them to be necessary to give effect to the
contention of the appellant if and so far as that contention appears to
the committee to be well founded and the valuation officer shall incor-
porate in the draft list or, as the case may be cause to be made in the
list, such alterations as are hecessary to give effect to those directions.

(5) Where on an appeal under this Ordinance the decision of
a local valuation committee is not unanimous the decision of the com-
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mittee shall be the decision of the majority of the members thereof.

(6) The costs of the appeals shall be awarded in such man-
ner as the committee determines and shall be recoverable in the manner
provided by Section 35 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Ordi-
nance.

(7) An appellant not being the local authority or owner of the
property to which the appeal relates shall at the time of lodging the appeal
deposit the sum of fifteen dollars with the clerk of the local valuation panel
as security for the costs of the appeal.

(8) The committee shall cause notice of its decision on each
objection to be published at the office of the local authority of the area
in which the property is situated.

(9) Any person entitled to appeal from the decision of a local
valuation committee under section 19 shall on payment of a fee of
twelve cents per folio of one hundred and twenty words be entitled to
receive a copy of the record of the proceedings of the local valuation
committee including the motes of evidence taken and the memorandum
of reasons for the committee’s decision.

17. (1) The Governor shall appoint a person to be clerk of the
local valuation panel who shall assist the chairman thereof and the local
valuation committees in the performance of their functions under this
Ordinance.

(2) The expenses of every such panel including the expenses
of the local valuation committees shall be defrayed by the Financial
Secretary out of moneys provided by the Legislature.

18. (1) Notwithstanding anything in the preceding provisions of
this Ordinance, the persons who would be entitled to appear and be
heard before a local valuation committee may by agreement in writing
refer to arbitration any matter which would but for the agreement fall
to be heard or determined by that valuation committee and the matter
shall be referred to arbitration accordingly.

: (2) The Arbitration Ordinance shall apply, mutatis mutandis,
to any such arbitration.

(3) The award in any such arbitration may include any
directions including directions as to costs which might under this Ordi-
nance have been given by the local valuation committee and effect shall
be given to those directions as if they had been given by that committee.

19. (1) Any person who in pursuance of seclion 16 appears be-
fore a local valuation committee on the hearing of an appeal and is
aggrieved by the decision of such committee may appeal to the Supreme
Court in the manner and subject to the conditions hereinafter provided.

(2) The appellant shall within fourteen days after the decision
of the local valuation committee has been published, serve the clerk of the
local valuation panel with a written notice of appeal setting out the grounds
therefor, and where the appellant is not the local authority or the owner
of the property to which the appeal relates, shall lodge with the clerk the

sum of twenty-five dollars as security for costs.

(3) Within twenty-one days thereafter, the clerk of the local
valuation panel shall lodge with the Registrar of the Supreme Court —
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(a) one copy of the evidence given before the local
valuation committee;
(b) a copy of the decision oi the committee and the rea-
sons therefor signed by the chairman;
(c) the notice of appeal; and
(d) the sum deposited as security for costs.
(4) The Registrar shall cause notice of the day and the hour
fixed for the hearing of the appeal to be seat by registered post to the

persons who appeared as parties to the proceedings before the local
valuation committee.

(3) Every appeal under this section shall be heard by a judge
of the Supreme Court sitting in chambers who shall have power —

(a) to order that evidence be adduced before the judge
on a day to be fixed for the purpose;

(b) to refer the matter to the local valuation committee
to make a [resh investigation subject to such direc-
tion of law, if any, as the judge thinks fit to give;
and ,

(c) to affirm, increase or decrease the assessed valuation.

) (6) Where upon appeal the assessed valuation is either in-
creased or decreased, the valuation as determined by the judge shali
become effective as from the date on which the decision of the local
valuation committee was given under section 16.

(7) Such decision shall be endorsed on the back of the deci-
sion of the valuation committee together with the date of the decision of
the judge, and shall be signed by the Registrar.

(8) The Registrar shall transmit to the valuation officer one
copy of the decision endorsed and signed in accordance with the provi-
sions of subsection (7) of this section.

(9) In any appeal under this section the award of costs, if
any, and the amount of any such award shall be in the discretion of the
judge hearing the appeal.

(10) An appeal shall lie from an order of the judge hearing
the appeal to the Federal Supreme Court in pursuance of the provisions
of the Federal Supreme Court (Appeals) Ordinance, 1958,

20. (1) The valuation officer shall not later than twenty-one days
before the date on which a new list is to come into force, settle, sign and
transmit such list to the local authority and shall at the same time notify
the clerk of the local valuation panel that such list has been settled,
signed and transmitted to the local authority. '

(2) Before settling and signing the list, the valuation officer
shall make such alterations therein as are necessary to give effect to any
decisions given on appeal and where a notice of appeal has been with-
drawn as the result of an agreement made between the valuation officer,
the appellant and any other person entitled to be heard on the appeal,

be shall include such alterations in the list as are necessary to give effect
to the agreement.

No. 19 of
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(3) Save as aforesaid, and subject to any alteration made
for the purpose of correcting any clerical or arithmetical error, the list
as settled and signed shall be identical with the draft list as revised
under the preceding sections.

(4) The valuation officer shall not be required to await the
hearing and determination of all appeals before settling and signing the
list, and if an appeal is not heard and determined before the list is settled
and signed, it shall unless withdrawn be heard and determined as soon
as possible thereafter with the like consequence as if it had been an
appeal against an objection to a proposal duly made in accordance with
the subsequent provisions of this Ordinance for the alteration of the cur-
rent list.

(5) The list as transmitted to the local authority shall as
from the date when it comes into force and subject to any alterations
made in accordance with this Ordinance be the list for the area of that
local authority and any failure on the part of the valuation officer to
complete any proceedings with respect to the preparation and settling of
the list within the time required by this Ordinance, or the omission from
the list of any matters required by this Ordinance to be included therein
or the non-compliance with any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall
not of itself render the list, or the levy of any rate upon the assessed
values of the properties inserted therein invalid.

(6) The valuation officer shall give notice of the settling of
the list in the prescribed manner and the notice shall state that a copy
thereof is on deposit at the offices of the local authority for inspection by
any interested persons.

21. (1) The local authority on receiving a list shall deposit it at
the office of the authority.

(2) The local authority shall give effect to any directions
which the valuation officer may from time to time give to them in pur-
suance of the provisions of this Ordinance which authorise or require the
valuation officer to cause alterations in a valuation list.

22. (1) Any person who being the owner of any property in-
cluded in the list is aggrieved by any value ascribed in such list to such
property may —

(a) after such list has been in force for not less than
two years; or
(b) at any time if by reason of the alteration to any
house, building or other erection constituting such
property or material changes if such property con-
sists of land,
make a proposal.
(2) The valuation officer may at any time make a proposal in
respect of any” property.
(3) A local authority may at any time make a proposal in re-
spect of any property not owned by them.

23. (1) Every proposal shall —
(a) be made in writing and except where it is made by
the valuation officer be served on the wvaluation
officer;
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(b) specify the grounds on which the proposal is based;
and

(c) comply with the requirements of any regulations
made by the Governor in Council with respect to
the form of proposals or otherwise with respect to
the making thereof.

(2) The valuation officer shall within seven days after the date
on which a proposal is made by or served on him transmit a copy there-
of together with a statement in writing of the right of objection to each of
the following parties not being the maker of the proposal —

(a) the owner of the property to which the proposal
relates; and

(b) the local authority.

(3) The owner of the property to which a proposal relates or
the local authority not being the person making the proposal may within
twenty-one days from the date on which notice is served under sub-
section (2) of this section serve on the valuation officer a notice in writ-
ing of objection to the proposal and the valuation officer shall within
seven days thereafter transmit a copy to the maker of the proposal.

(4) Where the proposal is made otherwise than by the valua-
tion officer, the valuation officer may within twenty-one days from the
date on which the proposal is served on him, serve on the maker of the
proposal notice in writing of objection to the proposal.

(5) Upon the expiration of the times limited by subsections
(3) and (4) of this section if a notice of objection has nof been served
or a notice after being served is unconditionally withdrawn, the valuation
officer shall cause such alteration to be made in the list as will give effect
to the proposal.

(6) Where a notice of objection is made and not uncondi-
tionally withdrawn the person making the proposal may appeal against
the objection to the local valuation committee and the respondent on such
appeal shall be the person who made the objection.

(7) A notice of appeal under this section shall be in writing
and served within twenty-one days from the date when a copy of the
notice of objection is received by the appellant on the clerk of the local
valuation panel and copies of the notice of appeal shall be served on the
following persons not being the appellant —

(a) the owner;

(b) the local authority; and

(c) the valuation officer.

(8) No alteration shall be made in the list in pursuance of a
proposal where notice of objection has been given and not been with-
drawn under subsection (5) except where notice of appeal is given as
aforesaid and then only either —

(i) in pursuance of the decision of the local valuation
committee or arbitrator or of the Supreme Court or
of the Federal Supreme Court on an appeal from
such valuation committee: or

(ii) by agreement between all the persons entitled to b
heard by the local valuation committee.
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24. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, an alteration
made in the list in pursuance of a proposal shall in relation to any rate
current at the date when the proposal in pursuance of which the altera-
tion so made was served on the valuation officer, or where the proposal
was made by the valuation officer, current at the date when notice of
the proposal was served on the owner of the property in question, he
deemed to have had effect as from the commencement of the period in
respect of which the rate was made, and shall subject to the provisions of
this section, have effect for the purposes of any subsequent rate.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in subsection
(1) of this section, an alteration in the list which either —

(a) consists of the inclusion in the list of a newly
erected or reconstructed property; or
(b) is made by reason of a change in the value of pro-
perty caused by the making of structural alterations
or by the total or partial destruction of any build-
ing or other erection by fire or any other physical
cause; OI
(c) is made by reason of the changes in value oi pro-
perty consisting of land,
shall have effect only as from the date when the new or altered property
is in the opinion of the valuation officer completed, or as from the hap-
pening of the event by reason of which the alteration is made, as the case
may be.

(3) Where in pursuance of a proposal an alteration is made
in the list which affects the amount of any rate levied in respect of any
property in accordance with such list, the difference, if too much has
been paid, shall be repaid or allowed or, if too little has been paid, shall
be paid and may be recovered as if it were arrears of the rate whether or
not the year in respect of which the rate is levied has expired.

75. The valuation officer may at any time make or cause to be
made any alteration in a list which may be necessary to correct any
clerical or arithmetical error therein and the list shall have effect accord-
ingly. The valuation officer shall, before making or causing any such
alterations to be made, send notice thereof to the owner of the property
and to the local authority not being the owner and shall allow fourteen
days to elapse during which period the owner of the property or the local
authority may object to the proposed alteration in the same manner as
if the objection had been an objection to a proposal under section 23 and
it shall be dealt with in accordance with the provisions of that section.

26. (1) Any expenses incurred by the valuation officer in the
performance of his functions under this Ordinance, including the costs
of any appeal awarded against or incurred by the valuation officer, shall
be deemed expenses incurred by the Financial Secretary and be payable
out of moneys provided for the purpose by the Legislature.

(2) Any costs of an appeal awarded to the valuation officer
shall be paid to the Financial Secretary for the use and benefit of the
Government of British Guiana.
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27. The Governor in Council shall fix charges according to a scale
which shall be paid by a local authority as a contribution to the Govern-
ment towards the expenses incurred within the area of a local authority
under the provisions of this Ordinance.

28. (1) The valuation officer may request the use by him of pre-
mises belonging to the local authority and the authority shall not un-
reasonably refuse the request.

(2) The chairman of any local valuation panel may request
the use of premises belonging to the local authority for a meeting of the
local valuation panel or of any loeal valuation committee constituted from
members of such panel or for the use by himself or the clerk of the panel
and the authority shall not unreasonably refuse the request.

(3) Where a request is made under subsection (1) or subsec-
tion (2) of this section, any dispute as to whether the request has been
unreasonably refused shall be determined by the member of the Executive
Council for the time being charged with the responsibility for Local Gov-
ernment.

(4) Where premises are made available under subsections (D)
and (2) of this section, the local authority shall not make any charge
for the use of such premises.

29. If in the course of the exercise of any functions any informa-
tion comes to the notice of any local authority that a list requires altera-
tion in respect of a property, it shall be the duty of that authority to in-
form the valuation officer.

30. (1) Any notice or other document required or authorised to
be given to or served on any person under the provisions of this Ordi-
nance may be given or served either —

(a) by delivering it to the person; or

(b) by leaving it at the usual or last known residence of
that person, or in the case of a company at its reg-
istered office; or

(c) by forwarding it by registered post addressed to that
person at his usual or last known residence, or in the
case of a company at its registered office; or

(d) by delivering it to some person at the premises to
which it relates or if there is no person on the pre-
mises to whom it can be so delivered, then by affix-
ing it to some conspicuous part of the premises; or

(e) without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this
subsection, where the property to which the docu-
ment is to be sent is a place of business of the per-
son to or on whom it is to be given or served, by
leaving it, or forwarding it by registered post addressed
to that person, at the said place of business.

(2) If it is not practicable after reasonable inquiry to ascer-
tain the name and address of the person to or on whom it should
be given or served, any notice or other document by this Ordinance re-

Contribu-

tlons by local
authorities,

Use of local
authority
premizes.

Notification af
new build-
Ings, altere.
tions, ete,

service of
aotices.
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quired or authorised to be given or served on the owner of any premises
may be addressed to the person concerned by the description of
“owner’” of the premises and delivered to some person on the premises
or if there is no person on the premises to whom it can be delivered by
affixing it to some conspicuous part of the premises.

(3) Any notice or other document required or authorised to be
given or served under the provisions of this Ordinance on any local
authority, a local valuation panel or local valuation committee shall he
deemed to be duly given or served if in writing and delivered at or sent
by registered post to those bodies addressed to their clerk.

31. Any notice or other document required or authorised to be given
or served under this Ordinance by any local authority, local valuation
panel or local valuation committee shall be sufficiently authenticated if
signed by the clerk of such body.

32. Any list in force or any extract therefrom, may be proved
by the production of a copy of the list or of an extract therefrom, pur-
porting to be certified by the valuation officer as a true copy or extract.
The certificate shall state that all alterations required to be made in
pursuance of this Ordinance in such list or in the part of such list ex-
tracted have been correctly made in the copy or extract so produced.

33. Any person may include in the same objection, appeal, pro-
posal or other proceeding under this Ordinance all or any properties of
which he is the owner and which are attached or adjacent to or con-
tiguous with each other and particulars of which are inserted in the list,
notwithstanding that the properties are separately assessed in the list.

34. Unless otherwise provided in this Ordinance any notice or
other matter required to be published under this Ordinance shall be
published by aifixing the said notice or matter at the office of the local
authority and, unless the contrary intention appears, by once publishing
such notice or other matter in a daily newspaper circulating in the area
of the local authority.

35. (1) A member of a local valuation panel or a judge of the
Supreme Court shall not be incapable of acting in any proceedings on appeal
or otherwise brought or taken pursuant to this Ordinance by reason only
of the fact that he is the owner of or interested in any property included in
the list other than that which is the subject of the proceedings.

(2) The valuation officer shall not be incapable of fixing the
value of any property, or of including such value in a draft list, or of making
a proposal in respect of such property, by reason only of the fact that either
he or his wife is the owner of the property or has any financial interest
therein, but in any such case the valuation officer shall give written notice
thereof to the local authority when he transmits copies of the draft list or
makes a proposal.

36. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section any property of
the Crown or Colony shall be assessed in like manner to any other pro-
perty and the Government shall enjoy the same rights under this Ordi-
nance as any other owner.



17
AD. 1959] LOCAL GOVERNMENT (VALUATION OF PROPERTY)

[No. 5

(2) For the purposes of this Ordinance any reference therein
to an owner shall, in the case of any property being the property of the
Crown or Colony, be deemed to be a reference to the Director of Public
Works:

Provided that, in exercise of any duties under this section,
the said Director shall not be liable to incur any penalty imposed under
this Ordinance.

37. For the purpose of fixing the assessed value of any pro- Special pro-
perty abutting a stelling, the stelling together with the buildings or other vision con-

erections thereon shall be deemed to be part of the property.

cerning stel-
lings near

properties.

38. (1) If at any time any difficulty arises in connection with the Pawer of
application of this Ordinance or the preparation of the lists or in bring- Gevemor in

ing into operation any of the provisions of this Ordinance, the Governor

Council to
remove diff-

in Council may, by order make provision which appears to him to he cultiey,

necessary or expedient for securing the due preparation of the said lists
or for otherwise applying the provisions of this Ordinance. ‘

(2) Any such order may modify the provisions of this Ordi-
nance in respect of any particular matter or occasion so far as may appear
to the Governor in Council to be necessary or expedient for carrying the
order into effect,

39. The Governor in Council may make regulations generally Power to

for carrying this Ordinance into effect and also for prescribing anything
which by this Ordinance is to be prescribed including the form of any

return, list, objection, proposal or other document which is required or
authorised to be used for the purposes of this Ordinance,

make regu-
lations.

40. (1) Al regulations made by the Governor in Council under this Regulations

Ordinance shall be laid before the Legislative Council within fourteen days {9,5¢ laid

next after they are made if the Council is sitting on the last day as afore. Legislative

said, and if the Council is not then sitting or constituted within fourteen
days after the commencement of the next ensuing sitting.

(2) Tf, within twenty-one days after the regulations are laid
before the Legislative Council, a resolution is passed by the Legislative
Council that the regulations or any part of them be annulled, they shall
thereby be annulled to the extent set forth in the resolution, and the regul-

effect but without prejudice to the validity of any action in the meantime
taken under the regulations, or part thereof, as the case may be.

(3) Any regulations, or any part thereof, which have not, with-
in the period of twenty-one days after they are laid before the Legislative
Council, been annulled by resolution of the Legislative Council, shall have
effect as if enacted in this Ordinance.

Council,

41. Where under the provisions of this Ordinance an appeal Forteiturs of
is made either to a local valuation committee or to the Supreme Court security for
and such appeal is withdrawn otherwise than by agreement between all Costs in cer-

the parties entitled to be heard on such appeal or not prosecuted by the
appellant before the committee or court as the case may be the sum
deposited as security for costs shall be forfeited and shall be paid to the
Financial Secretary for the use and benefit of the Government of British
Guiana.

tain cases,
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Prosecutions.

42. (1) Save as otherwise expressly provided, all offences against
this Ordinance or against any regulations made under this Ordinance
shall be prosecuted under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances.

(2) A person guilty of an offence against this Ordinance or
any regulations made thereunder for which no special penalty is provided
or who in any matter contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions
of this Ordinance or any regulations made thereunder, shall be liable
on conviction to a fine of two hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment
for a term of three months.

SCHEDULE Sec. 10.

ASSESSMENT OF CAPITAL VALUE RULES.

PART 1. PROPERTY WHICH CONSISTS OF ANY HOUSE,
BUILDING OR OTHER ERECTION.

1. The capital value shall be the replacement value at costs ruling
at the date of valuation of a house, building or other erection, similar in
superficial area and type of construction to that of the house, building
or other erection being assessed but excluding from such replacement
value, the value of any abnormal or extraordinary foundations necessi-
tated by the low loading capacity of the sub-soil on which the house,
building or other erection stands.

9. The value as arrived at under the previous rule shall be reduced
in accordanace with the following table which shall represent an allowance
in respect of the age of the house, building or other erection.

Age Rate per centum of
allowance
Over 5 years and under 15 years 10
i 1Ay, y . 300, 20
5 30y, ‘. 30

Where a house, building or other erection has been altered by way of
extension so that different parts thereof fall within different categories
in the above table each part shall be treated separately and the total of
all the parts so treated shall together constitute the value calculated under
this rule.

3. No other allowance shall be made in respect of any house, build-
ing or other erection.

PART II. PROPERTY WHICH CONSISTS OF LAND.

4. The capital value shall be the market value of such land as ascer-
tained from the prices at which comparable land is currently being sold or
alternatively, if no such information is available by taking into account
the following factors —

(i) the purpose for which the land is or may be used;
(ii) the situation and locality;

(iii) the accessibility;

{(iv) the public services available in close proximity;
(v) the freedom from or liability to flooding;
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and in addition where the property consists of agricultural land —
(vi) the availability of irrigation water; and
(vii) the inherent soil fertility.
PART III. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
5. No land which is the site of —
(a) a highway, bridge, dam or footpath to which the public have
access;
(b) ditch, drain, canal, waterway;
(c) railway line,
and no house, building or other erection with a superficial area of less than
a hundred square feet if totally enclosed, or two hundred square feet if
not totally enclosed, shall be assessed or included in the list.
No account shall be taken of the superficial area under a house,
building or other erection unless it is raised more than six feet from the
ground and then only if the area is totally enclosed.

6. The valuation of any industrial property shall not take account
of any machinery, plant or equipment installed in or upon such property,
but the value as computed under Part I of this schedule shall be weighted
by a percentage according to the category of the industrial property in
accordance with the following table :

CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTIES Rate per centum
Heavy industrial .. 20
Light industrial .. T 10 )

Workshops and similar premises
of superficial area under
1,000 square feet employing
not more than 10 full-time
employees .. e o 5

7. The assessed value of any property as computed under the fore-
going rules shall be increased or reduced as the case may be to the nearest
hundred dollars and such assessed value, increased or reduced shall be the
value inserted in the list.

Passed by the Legislative Council this nineteenth day of rCh,
nineteen hundred and fifty-nine.

Clerk of the Legistature.
(M.P. 50/11).
(Leg. Bill 1/1959)
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