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A BILL TO MAKE BETTER PROVISION FOR THE MAIN-
TENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION OF SE.\ DEFENCES. 

BE it enactecl by the Governor of British Guiana., with the advice 
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows:-

1. Thie Ordinance may be cited as the Sea Defence Ordinance, Short Tltle. 
1938. 
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2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires, the 
following expressions shall have the meanings in this section 
assigned to them :-

11 The Board " means the Sea Defence Board constituted under 
this Ordinance ; 

CJ Cattle" means any horse, mare, gelding, colt, filly, bull, cow, 
ox, steer, heifer, cnlf, mule, ass, ram, ewe, sheep, lamb, 
Loar, sow, barrow, hog, pig, goat or kid; 

CJ Director" means the Director of Public Works and includes 
any person appointed by hlm as his deputy in matters 
connected with sea defence; 

11 District" means any sea defence district referred to in 
section aeven o[ this Ordinance ; 

11 Empoldered lantl II means any land which lies within an area 
bounden by tho sea and by n backdam and is contained 
between side-line dams, being protected from flooding on 
the land side by the back and side-line dams, and includes 
the dams aforesaid . 

11 Estate " means any land or portion of land in a district 
(other than crown or colony land in the occupation of the 
crown or colony) not within the boundaries of a village ; 

CJ Local authority" means any village council or country 
authority undE>r the Local Government Ordinance or any 
Ordinance substi tuted therefor ; 

CJ Proprietor II includes the attorney of any proprietor, the 
secretary of any company which owns an estate and the 
manager of any sugar estate ; 

"Public Works Department" includes the Director, any officer 
of anrl any person employed by the department ; 

11 Registrar" means the Registrar of Deeds ; 
"The regulations" means regulations made under this Orcliuance ; 
11 Sea Defence" includes any dam, wall, bank, ~royne, koker-run 

or any construction whatever constructe<l or used by the 
Board as a defence of the sea coast and to prevent erosive 
action on the sea coast and shall also include the bed of the 
sea, river, creek or canal whereon is or shull be erected 
or constructed any sea. defence and also all land 
between a line fifty feet landward1,1 from the centre line of 
the top of any dam or the coping of any wa)] and a line 
connecting the farthest points seawards of any sea 
defences, but where such line does not fall as far seawards 
as the foreshore then to the line of the foreshore ; 

CJ Vessel" includes any ship or boat or any other description 
of vessel used in navigation; 

" Village" means any village district or any country district 
duly declared under the Local Government Ordinance or 
aoy Ordinance substitut~d therefor ; 

"Work" includes anything that may be made, done, built or 
constructed in, upon or in connection with any sea defence. 

.. 
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SRA DEFENCE. 

PART I . 

'fFIE SEA DEFENCE BOARD. 

[No, II. 

3. There shall be established a Sea Defence Board whlch shall 
(subject to the provision" of this Ordinance) be chargod with the 
care, maintenance, management and construction of thr sea defences 
of the colony. The Sea Dofonco Board may sue and be sued in 
that name. 

4.-(1) Tho Board shall consist of the following members :­
(a) the Director; a.n<l 
(b) the following persons appointed by the Governor rn 

Council:-
(i) three elected members of the Legisln.tivo Council 

whose electoral districts are affected by sea defences ; 
(ii) four persons chosen from a panel submitted by the 

British Guiana Sugar Prollucers' Association; and 
(iii; not more than four other porsons. 

(2) Appointed members, suqjoct to the prodsiMs of this 
section, shall hold of-lice for three years. 

(3) The Governor shall appoint a member of tho Boarcl to bo 
Chairman. ']'he Boa1·d shall elect ono of i ts members to be Vice­
Cha.irmao. 

(4) The Chairman or, if he is absent, the Vico-Clmirman shall 
preside at alJ n1eetings of tho Board. In the absence of the Chair­
man an<l the Vice-Chairman from a mealing tho members prt3sent 
may elect one of their number to be Chail'lnan or the meeting. 

(5) The Chairman of a meeting shall have an original and a. 
casting vote. 

(6 ) Five members presenl nt a meeting shall form a quorum. 

(7) The Governor in Council may at any time revoke the 
appointment of an appointed member. 

(8) An appointed member shall vacate his office 
(a) if he resignA in writing addressed to the Colonial Secre­

tary; ot· 
(b) if he dopnrts from the Colony without the leave of the 

Governor, or remains out of the Colony aftor the expira­
tion of his leave ; or 

(c) if be fails without roaFJ01mble excuse (tbe sufficieucy 
whereof shall be determined by the Board) to a.lteud 
tbreo consecutive meetings of the Board ; or 

(d) if, being itn elccteJ membe1· of the Legislative Council 
he ceases to be u member of the said Council. 

(9) The Governor in Council may at any ti mo appoint some 
person being of the same class to be a member 
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(a) tor the unex:pirnd period of the offico of a member who 
shall vacate his office by death or otherwise ; and 

(b) for the poriod of any leave granted to a member : 

Provided that whore the Legislative Council bas been dissolved 
th~ Governor m!l,y appoint any person nntil the first meeting there­
after of the Council. 

( 10) The Boarcl shall not be disqualified from tro.nsacting any 
business by reason of any ~·acancy in the number of the members 
thereof. 

(11) There shall be at least one meeting or the Board in every 
month. 

(12) The Chairman may summon u meeting of tho Board at 
any time ou seven clear days notice to members from the du,y of 
posting the notice, and shall at the requcRt in writing or three 
appointed members within six: clays of the receipt of such request 
summon a meeting on the like notice. 

(13) The Board shall cause to be kept proper minuLcs or its 
proceedings. 

5.-(1 ) The Board shall with the approval of the Governor in 
Council appoint a Secret.ary. 

(2) All instruments r equired to be execuleJ by the Board shall 
be deemed to be sufficiently executed if signed by the Chairman or 
Vice-Chairman and the Secretary. 

6. The Board may with the approval of lbo Governor in Council 
make by-laws to regulate its proceedings. 

PART II. 

SEA DEFENCE DISTlUCTS. 

7.-(1) This Ordinance :ipplies to tile districts set out in the 
First Schedule. 

(2) The Governor in Council after being advised by the Board 
may by order from time to t ime 

(a) vary the boundaries or a district; or 
(b) reduce or increase tho number or <listricts: 

Provide<l th.:i.t a. district or part there0f shal1 not be ad<led lo 
any other district or part thereof if such inclusion would have the 
effect of increasing the liabilities and rates of either of them. 

(3) Every order made under this section shall be published in 
the Gazette auJ one newspaper. 

\ 
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PART III. 

[No. /I. 

MAlNTElllANOE, MANAOEMENT AND OONSTRlTOTION OF SEA DEFENCES. 

8.- (]) Whenever the Board shall decide thn.t it is necessary to 
constr•1ct aoy now sea defence the Board Hhnll cause to be prepared 
a plan of the proposed sea. defence and an estimate of the cost of 
itR construction. 

(2) (a) Whenever tho Board has decided to construct a. sea 
defence as mentioned in sub-section (1) tlw Board may in writing 
a.uthorise any competent person and his agents an<l servants to 
enter any specified land for tho purpose of surveying the land for 
the construction of the sea defence. 'l'be person authorised shall 
have power 

(i) to make all necessary surveys ancl take ,411 necessary 
levels; and 

(ii) to <lo all other acts necessary lo the making of the plan 
and estimates. 

(l1) Tho decision and authority afore,,aid shall be publishecl iu 
the Gazette and a newspaper, and 110 action shall be taken thoro­
under until after the expiration of seven days after publication in 
the Gazette. 

(c) The provisions of I his sub-section .shall not apply in the 
case of immediate actiou an<l consequenti:11 works uncleL· section 
eleven. 

(3) On completion of the plan tho Board shall cause to be 
deposited at the office of the Public Works DcpartmAnt in George­
town a copy thereof and, if the land is situ11te in the county of 
Herbicc or the county of Esseqnebo, a copy thereof in tho oUice at 
New Amsterdam or in Essequebo a<J the case may be, anll sho.l! give 
notice thereof in the Gazette and two newspapers. The plan shall 
be open to inspection at all times during office hours for one month 
from the elate o[ the notice. 

(4) A.J1y proprietor or local authority within the a1ea comprised 
in the plan may at any time during the wouth uforo-1aid give to the 
Secretary a notice in writing setting forth any objections and the 
grounds thereof to the plan. 

(5) The Board shall submit lo the G11vcrnoL· in Council lhe 
plan and eR limale aforesaid a!:I uppro\'Ctl by tho Board together with 
any objections which may have been lodged within the time 
prescribed. 

l'rocedUte by 
Hoard pre­
liminary to 
construction 
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fence. 

9.-(1) If the Governor in Council approve or the construction Procedure 
or the sea defence and tho plan or estimate lhe1·eof, as submitted a~:!:nor in 
or amended, the Goveruor may- Council 
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(a) if he decide that the cost of and relating to the construc­
tion is to be defrayed out of the funds of the Board order 
the Board to cause the sea defence to be constructed ; or 

(b) if he decide that the cost of and relating to tho construc­
tic.n is to be provided hy the Le~islative Council, cawie 
the plan aml estimate to be submitted to the Legislative 
Council for the sanction or and the provision of the money 
by the Council. 

(2) Where the Legislotive Council has saoctionctl the ex­
penditure aod made provision for the money to be expende<l on 
the construction of a sea defence the Governor in Council m<iy 
order the Board to cause the sea llefence to be constructed. 

10. Every order for the construction of 11 sea. <lefence made by 
tho Governor in Connci I in pursuance of ,it.Jcti<m nine together with 
:i description o[ tht.J sea defence as shown in tile plan shall be pub­
lished in the Gazette and ,i new-.p·1pcr. A copy ol the plan shall be 
open to imipection a.t the ofTice of the Director by any penmn whose 
interest may be affected by the coustrnction of tho seu. defence. 

11. Whtm a ~u<ldon calamity occurs whereby any land in a dis-
trict is likely to be or is inunda.tcll by the sea the Goveruor in 
Council may 0rc.l<'r the BoarJ to take such immeclia.te action a.ml 
perform such works as may in the opinion o[ tho Bo,tr<l be 
necessary to avert or mitigate such inumla.lion. .An order as aforo­
saicl shall inc.lemnify tho Board aud any person acting under i tti 
authority in respect of auythmg done in execution or inteu<lo<l 
execution of any decision or direction of tho Board. 

Sea. dofenres 12.-(1) .A.II sea defeuces which are or shall be in existence iu 
!~~h~roporLy any district shall by force of this Ordioa.uco become the property of 
Crown. the Crown. 

Plan of sea 
defencu to 
be depo•iLed 
with Regis· 
trar. 

(2) On the publication of au order as provided by section ten tho 
soa defence therein refen-ed to shall thereupon become the property 
of the Crown. 

(3) 'l'here shall be 1,0 right to compl•nsatiou in respect of any 
p1·operty which is vested in tho Crown under this section, but the 
Governor in Council may, if he think fit, dfrect Lhe Board to pu.y 11, 

specified sum to any person in respect of any such properly and 
the Board shall make the payment so directed. 

13. Whenever u. sea dcftince becomes the property of the Crown 
under this Orclincince tho Board shall within three months Lhere­
after, or tiuch further time as tho GoYernor in Council 111 ty allo\v, 
deposit a plan thereof with Litt.} HcAistmr who shull Lile tho o.i.1110 as 
of record in the Oceds Reghitry un<l shall make tiuch ,LuuotaLions 
on the records as may be necessary. 
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14. The construction, care, maintenance and management of the 
sea defences shal l, under the direction of the Boarc.l, be performed 
by the Public Works Department at the expense of the Board : 

Provided that, i{ lhe B oard think fit and the Governor in 
Council approve, the execution of any work may be given out to be 
performed by contract, and with the express permission of the 
Governor in Council and not otherwise, a con tract may be under­
taken by any company or body of' persons in which an appointed 
member of the Board mny be interested directly or indirectly : 
provided that such interested u;ember shall not vote on such con­
tract or on any matter relating theret o. 

15.-(l) All sluices, kokers, flood-gates, gallows-posts, doors and 
hoisting-gear in any sea defence which are used in r elation to the 
drainage or any esta te or village or for purposes of navigation sba]] 
be consti·ucterl, managed , maintained and replaced by the proprietor 
of the estate or the local authority as the case may be: provided 
that the Lluties imposed by this sub-section shall be so performed as 
not in any way to impecle or to interfere with the Board in the con­
struction or management o( sea defences. 

(2) If a proprietor or local authority shall neglect or omit to 
perform any obljgation imposed by sub-section (1) the Board may 
cause the necessary work to be done and may r ecover the cost 
thereof in the same manner as rates in arrears under this 
Ordinance. 

(3) In this section the expression " local authority" includes a 
drainage, irrigation, or draina.ge and irrigation board under the 
Drainage and Irrigation Ordinance.. 

16.-(1) Any person acting under the authority in writiug of the 
Board may at any time cnto::r upon any estate or upon any lan<l in a 
village atljacen t to a sea defence constructed or to be constructed, 
with such men, animals, vehicles, materials, appliances and instru­
ments and 

(a) do all such acts thereon as may be necessary for or 
incidental to the construct.ion, maintenance, repair or pro­
tection of the sea defence ; and 

(b) dig and remove earth, cut and remove fascines and 
wood, and take and remove any othct· substance or thing 
required for work oa the sea defence. 

(2) There shall be no right to compensation under sub-section 
(1), but ii in any such case it appears to the Governor iu Council 
that ,naterial damage has been thereby occasioned to tho estate or 
land he may in writing direct the Boar<l to pay to the person 
nffected such compensation as he may deem fit anti the Board shall 
thereupon cause the payme1,t to be made. 
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P.aR'I IV. 

FINANCIAL. 

17.-l 1) All costs, charges aud expenses relating to or con­
nected with the managomenl, maintenance repair or replucement 
or a, ,y sea defence, nucl, unlesR the Lela{islative Council otherwise 
decide, relating to or connected with the construction of any sea 
defence of a tem pornry nature, shall be defrayed out of the revenues 
of the Board. 

(2) All costs, charges and expenses relating to or connected 
with the consti action under this Ordinance of a sea del'ence of a 
permanent character, shall be rlefrayetl either out of the revenues of 
the Board or moneys advanced on Joan by the Governor with the 
consent of tho Legislative Council to the Board. 

(H) All rnoueys which may at :my lime be advanced 011 lonn to 
the Board under sub-section l2) shall be a first charge on all the 
property and assets of the Bonr<l until tho loan is pai<l nt such timo 
and in such manner as the Legislative Council may determine. 

18.-(l) There shall be paid for tho use of the Board by Lhe 
proprietor of every estate and the local authority of every village 
such annual rates as mR.y be fixed by the Boa.rd and sanctioned by 
the Governor in Council for the district not exceeding fifty cents 
per acre of empolclered land. 

(2) There shall be paid to the use or the Board each year 
(a) such amount a'.! the Legislative Council shall vote in tho 

first place not exceeding fifty lbousand dollars and not 
more than one-half of the estimated expenditure 0£ the 
Board as shown in the Board's estimate pre!lonted to the 
Council, and 

(b) in special circumolouccR !luch further amount as the 
Council shall voto in pursuance ol' a Resolution appt·oving 
of tho payment thereof. 

19.-(1) The Boartl sl1t1ll not later than the first tlay or Septem· 
bor in each year publish in the Gnzette anrl a newspaper a.nu submit 
to the Governor in Council an eRtimate of the expenditure aud lhc 
proposed rates an<l the esLimatccl revenue for eacll district for tho 
next ensuing financial year. 

(2) On or before the first day or November in each year the 
Governor in Council shall after consideration of the propo!lerl ratos 
finally sanction the rates for each districL for the ensuing financial 
year and for that purpose UJay aller 01· ameml the proposed rates. 

(3) The Governor in Council m.,y tix, subject to the maximum 
rates, difforeut rates l'er (;ifferent cliissm; of estates in any tlil!trict. 

(4) 'fhe Governor in Couucil may by onler exempt auy estate 
or village from the payment of any annual rates or any part thereof. 

. 
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(5) Rates ehall not be paid in respect of any village in a district 
until the Legislative Council shall by Resolution declare that rates 
shall be paid, and therenfter the local authorities in the district 
shall pay mies as 1·cquired by this Ordinance: 

Pro,·iclecl th:-it if ofter the passing of a Resolution as aforesaid 
it shall appear to the Council that it is expedient by reason of their 
financial condition that rates should not be paid in respect of 
,•illages in a. district thd Council may by Resolu1ion so declare, and 
thereafter no rates sl1ull be paid unless and unliJ the Council shall 
by Resolution declare that payment be made. 

{6) 'l'he amount to bJ raised by rates in each district, subject 
to the contribution to be made in pursuance of sub-section (2) of 
section eightef3n aud or eection twenty-one, shall be such an amount 
as will be necessary to defray-

( a) the estimt1.ied cost, charges and expenses of and inci­
dental to the mauagement, maintenance and construction 
of sea defences which the .Board is liable to defray from 
annual rates ; 

(b) such amount as the Board is liable to contribute for 
inte1 est on and repayment of moneys advanced on loan 
by the Governor; and 

(c) the amount of any deficiency from the current year. 
(7) Subject to the provisions of sub-sections (3) and (8) all rates 

l'lhall be assessed at a uniform amount for each acre of empoldered 
land and in proportion for each part of an aero in a district. 

(8) Where lhe total sum payable for rates in respect of any 
estate wc,uld be less than twenty-five cents, then in every such case 
the amount payable shall be twenty-five cents. 

20. All rates sanctioned by the Governor in Council in pursuance 
of section nineteen shalJ be published by the Board in the Gazette 
and a newspaper on or before the thirtieth day of November in 
each year for the next ensuing financial year and shall be binding 
from the date of publication in the Gazette. 

21. 'l'he Mayor and Town Council of tho City of Georgetown 
shall as n contribution to the co1:1t and maintenance of sea defences 
pay to the Board the Elum of two thousand five hundred dollars 
par annum in equal quarterly instalments on the first day of January, 
A priJ, July and October. 

22. All rates shall be due on -~he first day of January in each year 
and shnlJ be paid in the month of January: 

Provided that where the amount of the rate for a year payable 
by a proprietor or a local authority exceeds twenty-five dollars the 
amount may be paid in two moieties, the first of which shall be paid 
on or before the thirty-first day of January and the second on or 
before the thirty-first day of July: 
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Provided further that on failure to pay a rate or moiety 
thereof within the time limited the whole amount due shall thereupon 
become payable. 

23. All rates or moieties shall bear interest at the rate or six 
per centum per annum from the expiration of one month a[ter 
becoming <lue up to the date or payment or euf orcernent. 

24. All rates imposed on any village shall be pai,1 with intereRt, 
if any, to the District Commissiouer iu whose district the sea 
defence district or the greater part thereof falls or to Ruch officers 
as he may appoint, by the local authority out of the rates of the 
village and shall be a chnr~e on such rates. 

25.-(1) All rates imposed on any estate shall be pai<l, wilh 
interest if any, by the proprietor to the District Commissioner iu 
whose district that p11.rt of the sea defence district falls or to such 
officer as he may appoint, and in default of payment tho rn.te and 
interest (if any) and costs may be recovered by para~e or summary 
execution (except as hereinafter provided) against the proprietor of 
the estate without naming him, or by action in a coul't of compe­
tent jurisdiction. All proceediogs and process shall be in the 
name of the Board. 

(2) The whole or any part of the rateR due in respect of any 
estate may be enforced 11gainst the estate and any other estate or 
estates worked as ono therewith. 

26.-(1) Where the amount of the rates due does not exceed the 
sum of one hundred dollars, the sa1oe shall not be recovered by 
parate ot· summary execution in the first instance, but the Board 
may make application to the magistrate of the judicial district in 
which the estate in respect or which the rates are due, is situate, 
who shall grant a warrant of distress for the recovery of such 
amount and interest (if any) under and by virtue of which warrant 
the movable property upon any such estate or in a0y house or 
houses on such estate may be levied on and sold for the amount o[ 
such rates and interest (if any) and costs. 

(2) The said movable property shall be sold in some public 
place by any person authorised by the magistrate and notice of the 
sale shall be given, in such manner as the mt1gistratP may direct, 
not less than eight clear days previously, and the proceeds thereof, 
after payment of the costs, shall be applied in payment of the ratea 
and interest, and the surplus, if any, shall be paiJ over to the 
proprietor : provided always that the magistrate on sufficient cause 
being shown may at any time revoke the saiJ warrant, 

(3) Every warrant of distress 111sued under tl,is section shall be 
in the form in the Second Schedule. 

(4) All warrants of distress issued under this section shall be 
executed in the same manner as warrants of distress issued by a 
magistrate under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances. 
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(5) Process of parato or summary execution shall be issued for 
any rates an<l interest whore the amount of the ra tes thereof do 
not exceed one hundred dollars, if there is produced with the sum­
mation a certificate by the Board to the effect that there is no 
movable property whereon to levy, ot· that the 1:1ame has proved 
insufficient, or in any case where a levy has been made if there is 
produced a return to the ea.me eflect by the officer making the le,·y. 

27.-(1) Where any movab!e property which has been levied on 
and solcl belongs to some person other than the proprietor of the 
estate liable for the rates, such person shall be entitled to recover 
from the proprietor the full value of the property so levied on and 
sold, together with an addition of ten per centum thereof Ly way 
of damages, with costs. 

(2) It shall be lawful for the occupier of any estate in respect 
of which the rates are due to pay the amount ot such rates and to 
deduct the same from any rent doe or accruing due by him in 
respect of such estate. 

Protection 
for teoa.ot 
or o ther 
person whose 
mova.ble pro­
perty is 
levied on 
for rates. 

28. The signature of the Secretary of the Board subscribed to SigoaLure 
any document containing a statement of the amount due tor rates of aecre . 

shall without .proof of any o~her mnl.ter o.r thing bo held anu be !ri~!0 }:Cie 
deemed to be m all courts prima facie evidence of the 11mount evidence. 
claimed being due and correct. 

29. Crown or colony lands which are not in lhe occupation or Rates on 

the Crown or the Colony are rateable, but only the ri~ht tillo an<l ~~f~:~ 1~od 
interest of the holder of the 1,rnd may bo tuken in execution . not occupied 

by the 
Crown or 
Colony. 

30.-(1) The Board for and on be.half of the Colony shall have a 
preferent lion npun ev cry eslalo in a diswict, subject to any exist­
ing lieu thereon io favour of the Colony, for the payment of the 
amount of any rates and interosL due 'Under the provisions of this 
Ordinance in r espect o[ such estate. 

(2) The lien shall remain in full forco and shall continue to be 
enforceable against the eslate notwithstanding any change of 
ownership of such estattJ . 

31.-(1) Where au estate bas been taken in execution for n on­
payment of rntes and interest ot· rales or ioterest, uod~r this 
Ordinance the Boa.rd may at execution sale purchase the oscato for 
au a.mount not cxcee<ling •.he amount for non·payment of which the 
property has been taken in execution and the costs an<l expenses 
incidental to such execution. 

(2) The Board, when in its opinion it is expedient so to do, 
may sell any estate so purchased as aforesaid 1..nd m.iy trausport the 
sa me to the purchaser . 

1:'re fereot 
lien for rates 
duo. 

When the 
Board may 
purchase a t 
execu~ion 
sa.le. 
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32.-(1) The Board shall keep proper book-i or account in respect 
of each district and shall eriter therein all moneys received and 
expended. 

(2) The Board may keep a bank account :::nd deal therewith 
for the purposes of this Ordinance. 

(3) The Auditor shall examine and audit th~ books and 
accounts kept by tho Board, and shall make a report thereon to lhe 
Governor jn Council. The report shall be la.id boforo tho Legisla­
tive Council and published in the Gazette. 

( 4) Proprietors and local authorities may inspect and examine 
lhe books and accouats kept by the Board. 

33. There shall be raised levierl and collected rales for the year 
nineteen hundred and thirty-three as provided in the Third Schedule 
to this Ordinance. 

PART V. 

OFFENCES. 

34.-(1) No person shall, without the previous written sanction 
of the Board, make or cause or permit or suffor to be made 

(a) any drain, trench or catting in the earth so as to affect 
any se11 defeuce ; 

(b) any construction, erection, alteration or thing in about or 
upon any sea defence. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or aids or abers any person 
in contravening the provisions of this section ehall be guilty or on 
oflence and lhible 

(a) in the caso of a first conviction, to a fine not exceeoin~ 
ona hundred dollars, or in default of payment to imprison­
ment with or without hard labour for a pc;,riod not 
exceeding three months, or to both such fine and 
imprisonment; 

(b) in the case of a second or suLseq uen t conviction to a fine 
not exceeding two hun<lrerl and fifty dollars, or in default 
of payment to imprisonment with or without bar~ labour 
for a period not exceeding six months, or to both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

35. Any person who shall put or plar.e or cnuse to be put ot· 
placed in about or upon any sea defence any matter or thing calcu­
lated or likely to affect or impair the efficiency, usefulness or opera· 
tion of the said sea delence shall be guilty of an offence and shall 
be liable on conviction to a fine oot exceeding one hundred dollars 
or in default to imprisonment with or without hard labour not 
exceeding three mouths. 
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36. Any person who shall, without lawful excuse or authority 
( the proof of which shall lie on him), remove 1rny earth, ss.nd, shell, 
clay, gravel, shingle, mineral substance, or any sea-weed, or vegeta­
tion, or any other m:itter or thing whatsoever from any sea. defence 
shall be g uilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a flue n ot 
exceeding 6£ ty dollars. 

37. H any cattle shall treepass on any sea defeuce the person hav­
ing the custody or control of such cattle shall be guilty of au 
oflenco and be liable on convic tion to a 6ne not exceeding live 
dollars, unless such trespatis was noL due Lo any wilful act or to any 
negligence on his part; and any ca.ttle so frespa11sing may be seized 
and impounded by a~y police constable or by any person authorised 
in writing by the Board. 

38. Any person who shall binder or resisL or obstruct any person 
employed in connection with the sea cle[ences of the Colony, acting 
in pursuance of thit1 Ordinance or the regulations, shall be guilty of 
au offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty­
four doUars. 

Hemovo.l 
of earth 
shell etc., 
o.n offence. 

Trespass of 
co.ttl e. 

UhsLcuclion 
of Uoo.rd. 

39. It shall be a defence to any prosecu tion for an offence under Defences to 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance, if it i'J proved that any prosecution. 

act charged as an offence was done in good faith for t he purpose of 
averting or mitigating a calamity where an occurrence has taken 
place by which any estate or village is or is likely to be inundated 
by the sea. 

40.-(1) Wuenever any person is convfoted of any offence under 
this Ordinance, or the regulations, by any magistrate's court and 
it shall appear that by such offence eKpense has been incurred, or 
damage has been caused to any sea defence or to any matter or 
thing in or about or upon any sea defence, the court may, at tho 
written 1·cquest of the Board, bu t iu tho presence of the convicted 
person, inquire summarily into the amount or expwse 80 incurred 
and damage so caused. 

(2) Upon proof of the amount of such expense or damage, or 

Arsessment 
or expenses 
incurred. 

of both such expense and damage, where the a mount claimed do~ 
not exceed one hundred doll ,~rs, thP. court shall g ive judgment th1:n·c­
for in favour or t he Board and against the convieteJ person au<l ' 
such judgment shall be of the same force and effect and be enforce­
able in the same mann~r as if it had been given in a civil action 
duly int1tituted in the court. 

41. Every offvuce or penally uu<lor this Ordiua11ce or tho regula­
tions may be proaecute<l and enforced undor the Summary Jurisdic­
tion Ord inances. 

PART VI. 
MISOELLANEOUS. 

Offences 
punishable 
under the 
Summary 
Jurisdiction 
Ordinances. 

42.-(1) The Boa.rd sh1i1l keep a. book for each dis trict tn ba Keeping of 

called the " District Reg ister" in which shall be eutere<l the names ~~~~;?:~~~a. 
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and empoldered areas of the estates and villages in that district and 
the names and addresses of the proprietors. 

(2) 'rhe proprietor of every estate shall from time to tiwe cause 
bis correct address to be entered in the register, and such address 
shall be styled bis "regislered arldress." 

43.-(1) Any notice required to be given to any proprietor under 
this Ordinance or the regulntious aha.II be deemed to have been duly 
given when posted to his registered address, and any document or 
legal process required to be served upon such proprietor, shall be 
deemed to have been duly e1erved upon him if left with some person 
at his registered address. 

(2) If auy proprietor fails to cause bis address to be entered in 
the register, any such notice, document or process may be affixed to 
tho principal building on the estate, or if there is no buililing on 
such estate ou some conspicuous place on the said estate and such 
notice, documeut or process shall be deemed to ho.ve been duly 
served on the proprietor. 

44. The Board shall cause to be kept by the Secretary a book 
to be styled the "Hegister of Liens " io which there shall be entered 
the ngmc and description of every estate which is subject to a lien 
under section thirty, t he name of the proprietor, the amount of 
rates and of interest clue from time to time, and the date when 
the lien is di'Jcharged. An entry need not be made in the re~Yister 
until after the expi ra tion of one year after a rate or a:iy part 
thereof and interest if any has become payable. 

45.-(1) The Board with the approval of the Governor io 
Council may make regula.Lions for carrying into effect the objects and 
purposes of this Ordinance. 

(2) Regulations made under this section shall be laid before 
the Legislative Council within fourteeu days next after they are 
made if the Council is then sitting, or if not, within fourteen days 
after th~ commencement of the uext ensuing session, and if within 
the next subsequent twenty-one days a resolution is passed by the 
Legislati ,·e Council th ,lt the regulations or any of them be annulled, 
they shall be thereby annulled ; and the regulations so annulled 
shall thcnceforLh become void and o[ uo effect but without prejudice 
to the validity of auy action in the meautimc taken undet· them, 

(3) There may be annexed to any regulation a penalty not 
exceeding one hundred dollars for the breach thereof. 

46 . 'l'he Governor in Council may aller, amend or revoke any 
order ma.de in pursuance or this Ordinance. 

l'roceediu~s 47.-(1) Any aclion, procecJiug, pros<!culion or process urder 
under Ord1n- this Ordinance or tbe regulations at the instance or on behalf of 
a.nee free. the Board shall be free. 
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( 2) Any prosecutiou for an offence under this Ordinance or the 
regulations may be instituted by any poHce constable or by any 
person authorised by the Director. 

48. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to apply to a.ny 
harbour or to affect th~ powers, authority or .iuri!idiction o[ the 
Transport and Harbours ]Jepartment in respect d ai,y harbour. 

49. Part 11 of the Sea Defences Ordinance, is hereby repealed. 

Ordioance 
uot Lo 11pply 
to harbonrs. 
No. 30 of 
1931. 

Repeal of 
Part JI. of 
Cap. 118. 

50. 'l'his Ordinance shall come into operation on such day as the Commence, 
Governor shall notify by Proclamation in the Gazette. meat. 

Passlld by the Le:;islative 
1933. 

of April, 
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FIRST SCHEDULE. 

BOU.NDAHIES OF SEA DEFENCE DISTRICrs. 

No. l, EssEQUF.BO COAST extending from the north-western bonnda.ry oi Pin. 
Somenel to the Poutbern bonnclary of Pin. Bellield, anrl hounrletl a., followa :-

011 the No,·tli by the north.we8tern boundary of !'In. Somerae1. 
On t/11; TVut by a line commencing at the aouth.,,·ea tern cornn of Pin. 

Somerset and extencling thence about S. 4° E. to the Ha.mpton Court Fresh 
W&ter Co.nal, by a line aLont S. 15° E. to the north.western corner of Plo. 
Belfield. 

Oil tlle South by the southern bouuda.ry of Pln. Belfield. 
On tlie East by the Atlantic Ocean. 

So. 2, EssKQUEBO UIVER: Left bnuk E e8equeho river, extending from the 
J;>olbern boundary of Pin. Belfieltl to the Supeno.am river, and bonnded a.a 
fol,owa:-

On tlie N01·th by the southern bounda.ry of Pin. Belfield. 
On the We.st by a. line commencing at the north-western corner of Pin. 

Belfield and extending thence about S. 16° We8t to the Supeoaam ri\'er one 
mile from its mouth. 

On the South by the f:;openaam river, 
On the East by the Eaaeqaebo river. 

No. 3, THE ISLAND OF W A.KENAAM in the Easequebo river. 

No. 4, THE ISLAND OF LEGUAN 1D the Essequebo ri\'er. 

No. 6, WEST COAST DEMERARA euendiog from the common boundary 
between .Pins. Good Hope o.nd Greenwich Park to the Demerara river and 
bounded as follows:-

O,i lhe North by the Esseqnebo river a.nd the Atlantic Ocea.n from the com­
mon bouoda.ry between Pine. Gootl Hope and Greenwich Park to the Dem­
erara ri,•er. 

On the West by the common boundary between l'loe, Good Hope and Green­
wich Pa.rk aod lLe prolongation of the sa.id common bonndary to the Kent 
Dam, the Keat Do.m to tile .Boerasirie river and lhe Boerasirie river 
npwards to Lhe J3oerasirie Sen·ice Uanal. 

On the South by the Boerasirie Sen·ice CMnl Lo the western boundary of Pin. 
Lust tot Hust, thence along the back boundaries of the 2nd depths of Pio a. 
Versailles, Mlllgretont, Kleiu Pouderoyeo and Swo.n -en•Sehntz to the bnck 
boundary of Pin, B.uimzigl, thence a.long the nortL ern boundary of Plu, 
Swau-eo-Scbut..: to the Demerara river, 

On the Ea, t by the Demero.ra. Rh·er. 

No. 6, EAST COAST IIEMEUARA, exlending from the western bonnda.ry of 
Pin, Kitty to the Maheica rh•er an<l bounded P, follows:-

On the North by the Atlantic Ocenn. 
On the West by the wes tern boundary of Pin. l(iLly and the Lama.ho. Canal 

to its junction wiLh I he Ea., t Demern.re. Water l:iup11ly Uanal. 
O,i tlte South by the East Demerara Water Supply Canal from its juoelion 

with the La.mo.ho. Canal lo its junction with the Shanks Cn.ual. 
O,i tlie Ea.st by the Shau ks Cano.I from its junction with the East Demeraro. 

Water Supply Canal to a point a.~ the junction of the bonndaries between 
Pina. Hand.en. Veldt, Voorzigtigheid, and Gro,·e, thence along the b&.Alk 
bonn<la.riea of Voo1 zigtigheid, Uambridge, Good Intent, Unity, La.ncaater, 
Tranquility Hall and Spring Hall to the southern bounde.ry of Spring Ho.II, 
the southern boundary of Spring Hall to the Mah ak a. river, and the Mabe.le& 
river to t he Atlantic Ocean. 

No. 7, MAIIAJCA ADAUV, extending from Lbe Maho.ica ril·er to the Abn.ry 
rh·er, and bounded as follows:-

01i the North by Lbe Atlantiu Ocean. 
On the West by the Mahaico. Hiver ftom thd Atlt1Dtic Oce~n to the Pabllc 

roa.d bridge. 
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On the South by tLe public rond from the Mahaica river to the western 
boundary or Plu. Bt'lvidere, the western boundar.v of Pin, Bljlvidere to the 
common boundary between Pins. Belvidere and Salisbury, the back boun. 
daries of the l!nd a11d extra depths of the estates from Pin. Belvidere to 
Pin. Drill at I. he junction or the common boundaries of Plus. Drill, Dank. 
barhcitl and Aujon, by the common boundary bt tween Plus. Dankbarlieid 
e.nd Anjou 10 lhe Mnhniccny rh•er, the back boundaries of the coast estates 
and their second depths from Pia. Paik to lbe Abary river at the common 
boundary between Pins. Adventure and Letter T. 

On the Ea,t by the Abory rh·er from the northern boundary of Pin. Letter T. 
to the Atlantic Ocean. 

No. 8, WEST COAST, llERBJCE, extending from the Abary river to the Berbioe 
ril'er and bounded as follows : -

On the North by ~he Atlontic Ooean. 
On ths West by the Abnry river from the Atlantic Oce.an to the northern 

boundary of the tract held by ti e Rupnnuni Development Uompauy under 
Gr11,nt No. 4961. 

On the Soutl~ by the northea n e.nd north.eaetern boundaries of the tract; held 
by the Rupunuai Development Coy., Ltd., under Grant No. 4961 to the 
bnck boundary of lhe second depth of l'ln. Bush Lot, the ha.ck boundaries 
of the secon1I depths of the estates from l'la . Btlllb Lot to Waterloo, the 
western boundaries of the tracts held by the Berbice Development Company 
under Leases A368 and Ai 621, the southern boundary of the trnct held 
under Lease A!!62l to the back bouude.ry of the 2nd depth of t>lu. No. 5-
Blairmont-Berhice rh•er, the ha.ck boundaries of the uoond depths of Nos. 
5, 6, 7 nod 8, lll11irmont, the •onlhern bouudary of the second depth of No. 
8, to the back boundary of the first depth of No. 9, Lhe back boundarie~ of 
l'<lo. 9 and Zorg·eu·lioop to the southern boundary of Pin. Zorg.en.Roop 
and by th~ s1,uthe1n boundary of Pin. Zorg.en-Hoop to the Berbice river. 

On the East by the Berbice river from the southern boundary of Pin. Zorg·en• 
Hoop to the Atlamic Ocean. 

No. 9, EAST AND COURANTYNE COAST, BRRBJCII:, extending from the Berbioe 
river to the Courantyne river and bounded a.s follows:­

On the North by the Atlantic Ocea.n. 
On the West by the Berbir.e river from the Atlantic Ocean to Lhe Grand Canal. 
On the Bou.th liy the Grand Canal from the Berbice 1iver to the common 

boonilary between Plantations Fy1 isb and Kilcoy, the western and sooth· 
western boundaries of the tract held by the Coarantyne Sugar Company, 
under Licence Al73 to the Port Mourant Water Pa.th, the south-western 
boundary of the tract held by l:'lantation Port Mourant under Lease A2105 
to the old Alness Water Pa.th, thence by a straight line abouts. 66" E, to 
the junction of the south-western nnd western boundaries of the Kilmar. 
nook·Sprioglands Empold11r, the western boundary of the Kilmarnock, 
Springlande Emi:,older, the western and south-western boundaries of the 
Kilmarnock.Sprioglands Empolder Lo the back boundary of the second 
depth of No. 73, or Clonbrook, the be.uk boundaries of the areas held under 
title frow the Crown in the second and extra depths of Springlands and 
Skeldon to the southern boundary of Plantation Skeldon, the sout hern 
boundary of Plantation Skeldon to t he Courantyne river. 

On the East by the Conrantyne river from the southern boundary of Pla.ntn· 
tion Skeldon to the Atlantic Ocean, 
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SECOND SCHEDULE. 

!<'ORM OF WAR.RANT OF DIS'l'RE:jS, 

BRITISl1 GUIANA. 

Sea Defence O rdinrmce, 1933 
J udicil\l District. 

To and all other coasLables : 

Whereas a.pp\icalion Las been dnly made to me by the Sea Defence Board for 

a warrant of distress ngainst the movable proper ty upon or in 

(here describe the premises) in the above District 

for the purpose of levying the sum of dollars due in 

respect of the sea defence rates on the saiu premises 11nder the Sea Defence 

Ordina.nce, 1933, and 
with coste: 

dollars interest on the said ratee, 

Anrl whereas proof has been daly gil·en to me under the hand of the Secretary 
of the Sea Defence Board Lhat the said amonals are rlne in respect of rates and 
interest: 

This is therefore Lo require and rommand you to levy the sum of 

dol111ra with costs upon the said movable property. 

Dated this day ot , 19 

Magistrale, 

............... ......... Jmlinial District. 
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THIRD SCHEDULE. 

RATES !?OR 1933. 

1.-(1) The Boe.rd 1hall on or before a day to be appointed Ly the Governor in 
Council (hereino.fler referre,t 10 as" the &)II ointed day") pnblish in the Gazette 
nnd n newspaper nnd submit to the Governor in Conm·il nn tstimnle of the 
expenditure and the proposed rates nnd the esti111nte<l re\enne lor each <lislrict for 
Lhe ye"r oinetee11 hundred 0.11d thirly·tbree. 

(2) On or before Lhe expiration of one month from the appointell day the 
Governor lo Council shnll alter considernt ion of the proposed ra.tc s finally fix and 
sancLion tho rates fur e11ch district for the year nineteen hundred 1<nd thirty·three 
nod for that purpose may sher or amend tlte proposed rates. 

(:i) So b.secUons (3), (4), (5), (6J nud (7) of section nineteen of this Ordinance 
shall apply with regs.id to rates for nineteen hundred and thirty·Lhree. 

2. Rates for nineteen hundred and thirty·three so.net inned by the Governor io 
Council sh nil be poblisherl by the Board in the Gazette a.ad a oewsps.per on or 
before the fifteenth 1111..v of Jnne nineteen hundred and tbirty·thrPe uod oo pnblice.· 
ti<Jn iu the Gautte shall be biudi"g a.s from tho fint do.y of Jo.unary niuetc:en 
hundred aod thirty-three. 

3. Ra.tea for the year nineteen hundred and lhirty.three shall be paynble in two 
instalments, the fir~t (>( which sho.11 be paid on or before the Lhirty·fint day of 
July and the second on or before the U1irty•first day of October nineteen hundred 
and thirty-three. 

Section 33. 
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4. All moieties of rates for nineteen hundred and thirty-three she.II bear interest Rates to bear 
at the rate of six per centum per aonnm from the last date for payment up to the ~~~e=~tt~t sb: 
da.te of payment or enforcement. 

6, The provisions of .Part IV. of this Ornin11oce a.a Lo the mode of c.illeotion 
a.od payment of rates and the powers nnd duties of the Board and the Auditor 
shall apply to rates levied unrler this Part of this 01dinance. 

(M,P. 1162/SS). 

i'BINT&U BY TBIC GOV&llNK&NT PB1NTIIBS OJ BBITIBH 0UIABA, 

Oolleotlon and 
enforoement 
of ratea, 
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