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.. BRIT1SR GUIANA. 
ORDINANCE NO. 1,/- r OF 1933. 

AN ORDINANCE lo secure the exhibilion of a certain proportion of A.D. toSJ. 
Bi ·Hsh films, and for purposes connected therewith au,l to 
aU1cnd the Cinematogr11ph OrJinance, Chapter 105. 

BE it enacted by lhe Governor of British Guiana, wiLb the iulvice 
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows :-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as tue OiuemaLogra ph (Brilish Short Title, 
Films) Ordinance, 1933. 

2. In this Ordinance unless the context otherwise requires, the Jnterpre. 
following expressions shall have the meanings hereint1fter aasigned tation. 

to them:-
" British company " means a company constiluted under the 

laws of any part of the British Empire, the majority of 
the 1.lirnct01 !! of which are British sul.,jcct1:; 



Cap. 105. 

Permit o( 
lnspect.or­
Genera.l 
to st&te i( 
film Rritisb, 
and length 
appro, ed for 
exhibition, 
Cap. 105. 

l'ro, i ions 1U1 
lo exhibitors 
'l110lll , 
Uap. 105. 

2 

No. #Y .J 'l'HE .L.AW.S OF JJJllTISH GUIANA, (A,D.1933. 

" British film " means-
( a) any film depicting scenes intended for exhibition by 

a cinematoj:?raph apparatus which has been shown to 
the satisfaction of the Inspector-General to have been 
registered as a British film under the provisions of the 
Cinematograph Films Act, 1927 (17 and 18 George V, 
Chapter 29) ; and 

(b) 11ny filru (hereinafter called " news films 11
) depicting 

wholly or ma.inly news and current events or natural 
scenery, industrial or manufacturing processes, and any 
sr.icntific film, including natural his tory films, which is 
not registered in Great Britain under the Cinematogra.pb 
Films Act, 1927, where such film is shown to the 
satisfaction of the Inspector-General to have been 
photographed wholly or mainly in the British Empire 
and made by a maker who is a British subject, or a. 
British company ; 

11 Exhibitor" means a person to whom a. permit has been 
issued under the provisions of the Oinematograph Ordin­
ance; 

"Film II inclndes inffamma.ble, non-inflammable, silent and 
phono films; 

11 Inspector-General " means the Inspector-General of Police ; 
"Leugth " mca.ns tho total length o[ tilms as a.pprove<l by the 

lnRpector·Genoral for projection at public exhibitions 
thereof ; 

" Maker" in relation to any film means the person by whom 
t.he arrangements necessary for the production of the film 
are undertaken ; 

" Prescribed II means prescribed by regulu.tions made under 
this Ordinance. 

3. The permit issued by the Inspector.General under section 
three of the Cinema.tograph Ordinance shall state whether the film 
to which it applies is a British film, and the length thereof approved 
for exhibition. For the purposes of this section each part of a tilm 
intended to be shown on one occasion as a single part of a con­
secutive series shall be deemed to be a complete tilm. 

4.-(1) Every cxhibilor who carries on the business of exhibiting 
films to the public on payment shall exhibt at each premises ,in 
respect of which he holds a licence under the Cinema.togru.ph 
Ordinance during the period in any year during which he so 
exhibits films at those premises at least such proportion of Britioh 
hims (other lban British news films) a-s is mentioneJ wilh respect to 
the year in ques tion iu the second column of the schedule to lbis 
Or<liuance auJ if tho filllls so exhibited iuclutlo f:iltus of five thousau<l 
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feet or upward in length, the requirements of this section must be 
satisfied with regard to the last mentioned films so exhibited, as 
wen as all the fi lms so exhibited. An exhibitor who exhibits news 
films shall exhibit such proportion of Hritit1h newi films as is shown 
in the third column ot the schedule to this Ordinance in such Scbedole. 
manner o.nd at s uch times or periods as the Uovernor in Council 
may prescribe. 

(2) The proportiou of British films so exhibited sbaJJ be ascer­
tained by comparing the total number of feet of British films ex­
hibite<l with the total number of feet of a11 films exhibited : pro­
vided that no film or section of film shall be reckoned more than once. 

(3) Ir in any year an exhibitor under this section fails to com­
ply with the requirements of this section in respect of any licensed 
premises, he shall be guilty of an offence, unless such a certificate 
as is mentione~l in section six bas been issued by the Inspector­
GeneraJ, or unless he proves to the satisfaction of the court that the 
reasons for non-compliance were reasons beyond his control. 

(4) Any person convicted of an offence under sub-section (3) 
hereof who hos been previously convicted under that sub-section 
shall be liable, in addition to the penalty therein provided, to have 
his permit cancelled by a magistrate. 

(5) The Governor in Council may make regnlations providing 
that such part of the percentage of British news 61ms not exceed­
ing one-firth of the percentage, shall be apportioned to the exhibi­
tion of British West lndia.n and British Guiana fil01s, and for 
regulating the price to be charged by the proprietor of such films. 

5.-(1) Every exhibitor shall keep in respect to each licensed 
building or place where he carries on thd exhibition of films a book 
in the prescribed form, a.n<l shall as soon as practicable after th,e con-
clusion of each oxhibition of films record therein the title and 
length of such 61m or section of film as exhibited on the occasion in 
question, distinguishing between British and other films. 

(2) Every exhibitor •hnll furnish to the Inspector-General not 
later than the fifteenth day of January in each year a return giving 
such particulars as may be prescribed with respect to the films 
exhibited by him at each licensed place or building under his con­
trol during the preceding year E'nding on the thirty-fir.st day of 
December, and the dates and number of times on which they were 
exhibited, in or<ler to enable the Inspector-General to ascertain 
whether the provisious of this Ordinance with respect to the 
exhibitors' quota have been satisfied by him in respect of the place 
0r building during the year to which the return relates : 

Provided that, if any exhibitor in the course of any such year 
ceases to exhibit at any licensed place or building, the rett1rn with 
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li: xa• inalion 
of returns. 

respect to that place or building shall be made within one month 
from the time when he so eeasea to exhibit thereat. 

(3) Any exhibitor who exhibits films in a tent or other movable 
structure licensed for the purpose shall not be required to keep 
more than one book in respect of such tent or structure. 

(4) 1'he Inspector-General or any police constable appointed 
in writin~ by him may at all rea'3onable times enter nny building 
or place licensed l'or the exhibition of films and call for and examine 
the book which an exhibitor is required to keep under the terms of 
this section. 

(,5) Any person who fai ls to keep a book and record therein 
such particulars as are mentioned in sub-section (1) of this section, 
or who fails to make a return in u.ccorclance with sub-section (2) 
of this section or who makes any false entry in such book or 
return, or who obstructs or hiurlers the Inspector-General or nuy 
police constable or person authorised by him from entering any 
place or building or examining any hooks, shall be guilty of an 
offence, and on conviction shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
one hundred dollars. 

6.-(1) 'l'he Inspector-General shall examine every return 
fumisbecl to him by an exhibitor and for the purpose of such exam­
ination may call on the exhibitor makiug the return for such 
information and explanations ns he mny think necessary, anil ma.y 
authorise any person appointed by him for the purpose to examine 
the books kept by the exhibitor. 

(2) Where on submission by the exhibitor or otherwise it 
appears to the Inspector-General after cornmltation with the advisory 
committee (mentioned in section seven) in e.ny case where the 
Inspector-General contemplates the refusal or a cel'tificate that 
though the requirements ot th is Ordinance with respect to the 
exhibitors' quota have not u~eu co111 plied with, the reasons £or non­
compliance were reasonti beyond the control of tho exhibitor, he 
shall issue a certificate to th11l cilcct. 

• (3) Where compliance on the parL of an exhibitor with the 
provisions of this Ordinance ati to quota was not commercially 
practicable by reason of tho character of the British film~ available 
or the excessive cost of such films, non-compliance with those 
proTisions on that ground shall for the purpose of this Ordinance 
be treated as due to reasons beyond his control. 

Advisory 7.-(1) For the purpose of advising the Inspector-General on the 
Committee. achninistrntion of sub-section (2) of section six there shall be con­

stituted an advisory committee consisting of three persona who 
have no pecuniary interest in any bra.Ilch of the film industry. 
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(2) The members of the committee and the chairman Rhnll be 
appointed by the Governo1·. 

(3) The term or office of each member of the commiltee shall 
be such period not eAceeding three years as may be fixed at the 
time of his appointment. 

(4) The Governor may grant leave of absence to any member 
and may appoint to act in hi s place some person qualified to be 
appointed a member. 

8. The Governor in Council may issue a licence to any person Exemption 
to hold an exhibition of films for charitable, educational or other from com. 

pliauce with 
special purpoF.eR exempting him !'or such periorl as may be pre· this Ordi-
scribccl in the liconce and subjecl to any couclitions endorsed nance in cer· 

tain caRee, thereon from com pli:i nee with t11e provisions of this Ordinance 
or any or t hem. 

9. This Ordinance shalJ apply to all alms exhibited to the public Apslication 
when payment for admission is charged, other than- ~~nc:~i-

(a) Films being wholly or mainly commercial advel'tisements; 
(b) Films used wholly or mainly for etluc,itiona.l purposes 

and approved as such by the Director of Education; 
(c) Films consisting only of announcements or notices not 

accompanied by pictorial illustrations ; 
(tl) Films exhibited at a performance where the total length 

of film does not exceed two thousand feet. 

10. The Governor in Council may make regulations for prescribing Regulation, . 
anything which under this Ordinance is to be prescribed, and 
generally for carrying this Ordinance into effect, and in particular 
as to-

(a) the particulars and evidence necessary for establishing 
the British na ture of n. film ; 

(b) the form of the returns to be made, and of the records 
to be kept. 

11. No prosecution shall be commenced under this Ordinance Fiat of 
without the written consent of the At torney-Genera.I. Attorney 

Ueneral. 

12. Any penalty under thi'3 Ordinance shall be recoverable under Hecovery of 
the Summary Jurii:1diction Ordinances. penalties. 

13. Sub-sections (15) and (16) of section five of the Cineruato­
~raph Onlinance are repealed. 

Cnps, 13& 14. 

R epe11,l of 
sn b-sectious 
(16) & (16) of 
sec. 5 of Cap. 
!05. 
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14. This Ordinance shall come into oper11tion 011 such dny ns the 
Governor shall fix: by proclamation published in tbe Gazette. 

Passed by tht Legislative Oou'Ytcil 
1933. 

SCHEDULE. 

011riag Lhe y ear I !134 

During the year 1935 11.11d snb~eqnent year~. 

(11(.P. 4626/33). 

Requi~ite 
vercent n.ge of 
Br itiab lilm1. 

20% 

25% 

Rtquisile 
pert'eotage of 

British new~ films. 

I'RINTJ:0 BY l'RII 00\'IIKNIIIINT PJIINTrRI or RBIT1SH 0'0IANA, 
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