BRITISH GUIANA.

[THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.]
ORDINANCE NO. /9 OF 1929,

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the completion of the construction of
the Sewerage Works of Georgetown ; to establish a body of
Commissioners to control, maintain and manage the Sewerage
System and the Waterworks of Georgetown, and to provide for
the maintenance thereof.

BE it enacted by the Governor of British Guiana, with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Georgetown Sewerage and
Water Ordinance, 1929.

2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires, the
following expressions shall have the meanings hereby assigned
them :—

“ (feorgetown ” means the City of Georgetown as defined by
the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance, 1918, or any
Ordinance in amendment of or sabstituted for the same ;

“The Council ” means the Mayor and Town Council of
Georgetown ;
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‘“The Mayor ” and * the Deputy Mayor” mean the Mayor
and the Deputy Mayor of Georgetown respectively ;

“ Commissioners ” means the body of Commissioners con-
stituted by this Ordinance ;

 Building " means any hotel, store, shop, office,. factory,
out-house, shed orother building whether or not used for
or in relation to human habitation ;

“ Owner " means the person for the time being receiving the
rent of the land or premises in connection with which the
word is used, whether on his own account or as agent or
trustee for any other person, or who would so ‘receive the
same if such land or premises were let ;

“ Engineer ” means the Chief Engineer employed by the
Commissioners ;

“City Engineer ” means the City Engineer appointed by the
Council ;

“ Town Clerk ” means the Town Clerk of (ieorgetown.

“Medical Officer of Health” means the Medical Officer of
Health appointed hy the Council ;

“ Prescribed ™ means prescribed by Regulations under this
Ordinance ;

“ Sewerage system " means the system of sewers (not sxtend-
ing beyond the inspection chamber nearest to the street)
which have been and shall herealter be constructed by
which the sewage of Georgetown or of any part thereof is
or is intended to be conveyed and disposed of, and includes
all buildings, pumps, machinery, appliances and accessories
used, employed or operated in connection with the sewer-
age system ;

“Sewerage works” means main drainage sewers in the
streets of Georgetown, collecting sewers and house-sewers
and works or appliances of every kind forming part of the
construction of the aforesaid sewers or necessary accessory
or incidental thereto ;

‘Sewage” includes the wastes of animal life other than
stable manure, the drainings of stable water discharged
from sinks, basins, baths and all other water which has
been used for domestic purposes or in any industrial pro-
cesses and all waste water

“ Soil pipe” means the pipe forming the connection between
a water-closet and the house-sewer and includes all neces-
sary appliances ;

“ House-sewer ” means any drain or pipe for the drainage of
the sewage from any house or building, its areas, water-
closets, baths, oflices and stables to a strect sewer or to a
collecting sewer, and includes gully traps, sinks, approvess,
traps and other accessories ;
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“Collecting sewer " means the common drain into which is
discharged the sowage from two or more premises and
which conveys such sewage to a street sewer and includes
all appliances and accessories thereto ;

“ Collecting sewer system ” means a collecting sewer together
with all the house-sewers by which sewage is conveyed
into the collecting sewer.

“ Water-closet” includes the necessary pan, supporting
base, fitting, cisterns and other flushing arrangements, soil
pipe and ventilation shaft and any other connection usually
used for collecting and conveying sewage from one place
to another but shall not include the enclosing structure :

“ Waterworks ” includes all pipes, maine, canals, weirs,
buildings, erections, pumps and machinery, appliances and
works used or intended to be used for or in connection
with the supply for domestic purposes of water to George-
town, but does not include service-pipes;

“Service-pipe " means any pipe from the service stop-cock
with the necessary appliances and accessories laid for the
supply of water to private premises ;

“ Improvement works” means the sewerage system and the
waterworks.

Parr I
CONSTRUCTION OF SEWERAGE WORKS.

3. It shall be lawful for the Governor

() to cause to be constructed such underground main drain-
age sewers in the streets of Georgetown, collecting sewers
and house-sewers as shall be necessary to complete the
construction of the sewerage works of Georgetown and for
the conveyance and disposal of the sewage thereof ;

(b) to cause to be laid down, installed, erected and constructed
all such works, pumps, machinery, appliances and acces-
sories as may be requisite for the effective operation and
working of the sewerage system and for the proper con-
veyance and disposal of the sewage of Georgetown ;

(¢) to employ a Resident Engineer who shall be the officer in
charge of and responsible for the construction of the works
mentioned in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section :

(d) to employ all such engineers, superintendents, officers,
tradesmen, workmen and labourers and to enter into such
contracts in or about the works as may be deemed neces-
sary or expedient.

4.—(1) For the purposes mentioned in section three the Resident
Engincer

(@) may break up the surface of the streets of Georgetown or

any of them and temporarily close the whole or any part

of any street or streets against wheeled or any traffic for
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such period as may be necessary, after giving seven days
notice to the City Engineer of his intention so to do ;

(b.) may enter or cause to be entered any premises, examine
the same and construct such house-sewers and collecting
sewers as he may consider necessary.

(2) The Resident Engineer shall restore any street which has
been broken up to the satisfaction of the Council.

6.—(1) The Resident Engineer may divide Georgetown into
geparate sewerage areas for the purpose of constructing the sewerage
works within each area.

(2) The Resident Engineer before commencing the sewerage
works in any such area shall prepare a plan thereof and give the
prescribed notice of the said area and the plan,

6.—(1) When the sewerage works within any area shall have been
completed the Resident Engineer shall give notice thereof to the

water-closets Colonial Secretary and the Colonial Secretary shall thereupon give

in each area.
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notice of auch completion to the Council.

(2) On receipt of notice as aforesaid from the Colonial
Secretary the Council shall give notice by advertisement or other-
wise to the owner of every house, building or premises within such
area requiring him to construct and instal such water-closet or water-
closets as may be directed by the City Engineer and to connect
such water-closet by means of a soil pipe to the house-sewer on the
preiises.

(3) The Council shall have power to enforce the construction
by the owner cf the works mentioned in sub-section (2) of this
section and in default of construction by the owner it shall be law-
ful for the City Engineer and any officer or servant of the Council
anthorised by him to enter on such house, building or premises and
to construct the said works and do such other work in relation
thereto as shall be in his opinion necessary.

7. The powers contained in this part of this Ordinance shall he
deemed to have been hitherto in existence for all purposes and all
acts done and things performed prior to the commencement of this
Ordinance under the authority of the Governor and Resident
Engineer in relation to and in the construction of the sewerage
works and collecting sewers and house-sewers and in relation to the
collection, conveyance and disposal of the sewage of Georgetown
shall be deemed to have been done under the authority of this
Ordinance.

Part II.
CONSTITUTION OF COMMISSIONERS,

8. There shall be constituted a body of Comnissioners as herein
provided which shall be a body corporate by the name and style of
“The Georgetown Sewerage und Water Commissioners,” and which
may suc and be sued in its corporate name,
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9.—(1) The Cowmumissioners shall consist of :—

(a) six persons to be appointed by the Governor-in-Council,
of whom one at least shall be an elected member of the
Counecil, and

(b) the Mayor of Georgetown for the time being.

(2) Appointed Commissioners shall hold office for two years, but
shall be eligible for re-appointment.

(8) The Governor shall appoint a Commissioner to be Chair-
man of the Commissioners and he shall hold office for not more
than two years and shall be eligible for re-appointment. The Chair-
man shall preside at meetings of the Comunissioners ; in the absence
of the Chairman from a meeting the Commissioners present may
elect one of their number to be Chairman of the meeting.

(4) The Chairman of a meeting shall have an original and a
casting vote.

(5) Three Commissioners present at a meeting shall form a
quorum.

(6) The Governor may at any time revoke the appointment of
the Chairman and the Governor-in-Council the appointment of an
appointed Commissioner.

(7) An appointed Commissioner shall vacate his office—

(a) if he resigns in writing addressed to the Colonial Secre-
tary, or

(b) if he departs from the Colony without the leave of the
Governor, or remains out of the Colony after the expira-
tion of his leave, or

(c¢) it he fails without reasonable excuse (the sufficiency
whereof shall be determined by the Governor-ia-Council)
to attend three consecutive meetings of the Commissioners.

(8) The Governor-in-Council may at any time appoint come
person to be a Commissioner—

(a) for the nnexpired period of the office of an appointed
Commissioner who shall die or vacate his office, and

(b) for the period of any leave granted to a Commissioner.

(9) Where the Mayor is absent on leave from the performance
of his duties as Mayor his place shall be taken by the Deputy Mayor.

(10) The Commissioners shall not be disqualified from transact-
ing any business by reason of any vacancy among the members thereof.

(11) There shall be at least one meeting of the Commissioners
in every month.

(12) The Commissioners shall keep proper minutes of their
proceedings.

10.—(1) The Town Clerk of Georgetown or such other person as
the Governor-in-Council may appoint shall be the Secretary of the
Cowmmissioners (hereinafter referred to as ““ the Secretary ).

(2) The Cowmmissioners may employ engineers, oflicers, clerks,
and may from time to time employ workmen and labourers.
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(3) The approval of the Governor-in-Council shall be necessary
for the employment or diswissal of any officer whose salary is or is
above two thousand dollars a year. Every other person employed
by the Commissioners shall be removable from oflice by the
Comimissioners.

IMPROVEMENT WORKS VESTED IN AND CONTROLLED BY COMMISSIONERS.

11. The sewerage system of Georgetown is hereby vested in the
Commissioners who shall have the care, inspection, maintenance,
repair, working and management of the sewerage system.

12. The waterworks of Georgetown shall vest in the Comumis-
gioners who shall have the care, inspection, maintenance, repair,
working and wanagement of the said waterworks.

13. The Commissioners shall hold the sewerage system and the
waterworks in trust for the inhabitants of Georgetown.

14. The Commissioners shall keep water in the Waterworks at
such pressure as will convey the water to the top storey of the
highest dwelling-house in Georgetown.

MAINTENANCE OF COLLECTING SEWERS, HOUSE-SEWERS AND SERVICE-
PIPES.

15.—(1) When the Resident Engineer has given notice of a
sewerage area under section five of this Ordinance before any
persons shall construct or re-construct any house or building on any
premises within such area he shall first submit the plan of such house
or building to the Council.

(2) No house or building shall be constructed or re-constructed
in any sewerage area after the commencement of this Ordinance
unless the Council shall have first approved of the plan of the water-
closet or waler-closets, their connection with the house-sewer, the
house-sewer and any alteration or extension of any house-sewer
already constructed.

(8) The situation, dimensions, materials, construction and
appliancee of every such water-closet and sewer sha]l be subject to
the approval of the City Engineer.

16. All house-sewers in private property, water-closets, 8oil pipes
and service-pipes shall be under the survey and control of the Council,
and shall be re-constructed, altered, repaired and kept in proper order
by the Council at the expense of the owners or oceupiers of the premises
to which the same belong or for the use of which they are constructed.

17. All collecting sewers (not forming part of the sewerage
gystem) shall be under the survey, management and control of the
Council and shall be re-constructed, altered, repaired and kept in
proper order Ly the Cou.icil, und any expense incurred by the
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Council in the performance of such duties shall be charged on and
recoverable by the Council from the owners or occupiers of those
houses, buildings or premises the house-sewers from which are con-
nected to such collecting sewers in proportion to the number of
points at which sewage is taken into the system from the houses,
buildings and premises of each owner.

18. The City Engineer or any person appointed by the Council
either generally or speclally, ‘may inspect any collecting sewer, house-
sewer, water-closet or service-pipe and for that purpose, at all
reasonable times in the day without any notice may enter upon any
lands, houses or buildings with such assistants and workmen as may
be necessary, and may cause the ground to be opened where he
thinks fit, doing as little damage as may be, and if such service-pipe,
collectimg sewer or house-sewer be found to be in proper order and
condition, he shall cause the ground to be closed and made good as
goon as may be, and the expenses thereof shall be defrayed by the
Council.

19. If any such house-sewer, water-closet or service-pipe be found
to be in bad condition or to require alteration or repair the City
Engineer shall execute such works, and the Council may recover
from the owner the expenses incurred in so doing.

20. All collecting sewers, house-sewers, water-closets and service-
pipes shall also be subject to inspection by the Medical Officer of
Health, Sanitary Inspectors and any other officer appointed by the
Council who shall co-operate with the City Engineer to the end that
the said collecting sewers, house-sewers, water-closets and service-
pipes shall be kept in proper condition.

Parr III.

FINANCIAL.

Payment of cost of construction of house sewers and collecting
sewers.

21.—(1) Four-fifths of the expenses which have been ov shall be
incurred by the Resident Engineer in the laying and construction of
any house-sewer (not part of a collecting sewer system) and of the
requisite appliances and accessories shall be a debt due and be paid
to the Council by the owner of the house, building or premises in
respect of which such house-sewer is laid and constructed.

(2) Four-tifths of the expenses which have been or shall be
incurred by the Resident Engineer in the luying and construction of
any collecting sewer systemn shall be a debt due and be paid to the
Council by the owners of those houses, buildings and premises from
which sewage is conveyed into the collecting sewer in proportion to
the number of points at which sewage is taken into the system from
the houses, buildings and premises of each owner,
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(3) Payment of expenses under sub-sections (1) and (2) shall
not be demanded until the amount has been ascertained and certified
by a Board to be appointed by the Governor-in-Couneil.

(4) Payment of the expenses aforesaid shall be made within
thirty days after demand in writing by the Town Clerk : provided
that any owner who does not within the said period of thirty days
pay such expenses shall pay the same by annual instalments of
one-thirtieth part of the whole sum originally due with interest on
the principal amount from time to time remaining unpaid at the rate
of six per centum per annum : Provided also that any person may on
seven days’ notice in writing to the ‘Town Clerk pay off the balance
of the prineipal smount and any interest that might then be due.

(6) The expenses referred to in sub-sections (1) and (2)
together with interest if any shall be a charge on the property or
pruperties in respect of which they have been incurred until the
whole amount has been paid.

(6) Any sums due and payable under this section may be sued
for and recovered in a Court of competent jurisdiction by the Town
Council, or il payment be not made within thirty days of the same
or any instalment becoming due the payment thereof may be
enforced by parate execution in the same way as town taxes under
the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance, 1918.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

22.—(1) The Council shall have power to raise, levy, and collect
in every year, commencing from the first day of January, nineteen
hundred and thirty, a rate for the purposes of this ordinance calcu-
lated upon the appraised value of every lot or parcel of land or
portion of a lot or pareel of land in Georgetown, and on any build-
ings and erections thereon; provided that such rate shall not be
levied upon or in connection with any church lands or buildings that
are not connected to the sewerage system, or upon and in respect
of the Georgetown Public Free Library, or upon and in respect of
any premises owned or eontrolled by the Council.

(2) Every such rate shall in every year be included in the
estimate of revenue and expenditure made by the Council before
submission thereof by the Council for the approval of the Governor-
in-Council. '

(3) Every such .rate shall be a charge upon the premises upon
which the rate is levied, and shall be payable to the Couneil, in such
instulments and at such time or times, as may be fixed by the
Council; and in default of payment thereof in the manner and at the
times so fixed, the Town Clerk shall proceed to recover the same by
parate execution in the same way as town taxes are recovered under
the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance, 1918.
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23.—(1) The Commissioners shall, on or before the thirtieth day
of September in cach year prepare and submit estimates of expendi-
ture for the ensuing financial year in relation to their duties under
this Ordinance for the approval of the Governor-in-Council and
ghall at the same time send copies thereo( to the Council.

(2) The estimates after approval shall be tramsmitted to the
Council on or before the firat day of November in cach year. The
Council shallin the ensuing financial year pay over the said amount
in equal woietics to the Secretary on the first day of April and the
first day of September in each year.

(3) Where the amount of the estimated expenditure for any
financial year is less than the actual expenditure the amount of the
difference shall be included by the Cominissioners in and form part
of the estimates for the next year.

(4) As soon as may be alter the constitution of the Commis-
sioners they shall prepare and submit to the Governor-in-Couneil
an estimate of the expenditure for the unexpired portion of the
then current financial year. The Colonial Treasurver shall, with the
consent of the Goveruor-in-Couneil, advance to the Counnissioners
the amount 8o estimated out of such funds as he way have received
from the Council for the purpose.

Part IV.

SANITARY CONSTRUCTORS.

24.—(1) It shall be lawful for the Council to grant licences
authorising persons to construct, execute, repair or perform work in
connection with hcuse-sewers and water-closets as the Council may
think fit. Such persons shall be styled licensed sanitary construc-
tors and it shall be their duty to act in accordance with this Ordi-
nance and any Regulations, and to obey the orders of the Council,
the City Engineer or of any person authorised by the Council.
Licensed sanitary constructors shall be responsible for the acts and
omissions of all persons emplcyed by them.

(2) The Council may by Regulations made under this Ordinance
prescribe fees to be paid for examinations and licences of sanitary
constructors.

(3) The Council may in its discretion suspend or cancel the
licence of a sanitary constructor who is guilty of wisconduct in the
performance of his duties under this Ordinance or the Regula-
tions,

(4) The grant, suspension or cancellation of any licence shall be
published in the (azette and one daily newspaper.

(5) It shall not be lawful for any person other than a licensed
sanitary constructor to do any work in relation to any collecting-
sewer, house-sewer, water-closet or soil pipe, Any unlicensed
person who does, or causes to be done by any uulicensed person,
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any such work, shall be liable to a penalty not less than five dollars,
and not exceeding twenty-five dollars :

Provided always that any person employed by the Commis-
sioners or the Council shall be deemed to be a licensed sanitary
constructor with regard to work done by him under the authority
of the Commissioners or the Council.

PAYMENT BY OWNER OR OCCUPIER FOR WORK DONE BY COUNCI.

25.—(1) When the owner of any house building or premises is
liable under this Ordinance for repayment of the expense of any
work done by the Council he shall pay the same on demand in writ-
ing by the Town Clerk.

(2) The Council may at the request of the owner permit the
payment of such expenses by instalments as it shall think tit, with
interest on the principal amount from time to time remaining un-
paid at the rate of six per centum per annum.

(3) All such expenses together with interest shall be a charge
on the property or properties in respeet of which they have been
incurred until the whole amount has been repaid.

(4) Any sums due and payable as in this section stated may be
recovered as provided in sub-section (6) of section twenty-one ol
this Ordinance.

26. The Council by way of additional remedy, may require the
payment of all or any part of such expenses and interest payable by
the owner for the time being from the person who then, or at any
time thereafter, occupies any such gremises, and in default of pay-
ment by such occupier on demand the Council may enforce the
payment against such occupier in the same way asagainst an owner;
and any such occupier shall be entitled to deduct frem any rent
payable by hin to the owner so much as is paid by or recovered
from him in respect of any such charge or interest.

27. No occupier of any premises shall be liable to pay more
money in respect of any sums charged by this Ordinance on the
owner thereof for work done by the Council than the amount of
rent due from him for the premises in respect of which such
expenses and interest are payable at the time of the demand, or
which may at any time after the demand shall have acerued and
beconie payable by him,

FORM AND SERVICE OF XNOTICES.

28. The following provisions shall apply to the making or
service of uny notice demand or other document under this Ordinance
or the Regulations :

(1) It may be authenticated by the name of the Sccretary,
the Towa Clerk or the City Engineer being affiged thereto
in print or writing ;
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(2) It shall be sufficient if addressed to the ‘ owner” or
‘“ occapier ” of the house, building or premises (naming or
describing them) to which it relates;

(3) It may be served upon the person to whom it relates
either personally or through the Post Office addressed to
him at his usual or last known place of abode or business
in the Colony, or by delivering the same to some inmate
there, or in case of an occupier to an inmate of the prem-
ises to which the document relates, or if the building is
unoccupied and the place of abode of the person after due
enquiring cannot be found by fixing the same or a copy
thereof upon some conspicuous part of the premises.

29. The Commissioners when necessary for the maintenance,
repair, extension or alteration of the sewerage system or waterworks
shall have power to break open any street subject to the following
conditions :—

(1) The Engineer shall give to the Couneil two days’ uotice
of the intention, specifying the time of beginning and the
portion of street to be opened up: provided that in cases
of urgency the Engineer may break open a street, buc
ghall forthwith inform the City Engineer of the fact.

(2) Until the roadway is restored the place where the road-
way is broken open shall be watched and properly lighted.

(3) They shall not without the consent of the Council break
open at any one time a greater length than one hundred
yards of any street.

(4) They shall restore the street to the satisfaction of the
Council.

REGULATIONS.

30.—{1) The Guvernor-in-Councilmay make regulations for the pur-
pose of earrying into effect the provisions of Part I. of this Ordinance.
(2) The Commissioners and the Council, subject to the approval
of the Governor-in-Council, may make regulations—
(«.) For carrying into effect the powers respectively con-
ferred on them by this Ordinance, and
(b.) Generally for carrying out the provisions of this Ordi-
nance relating to each of them.

(3) Every person who shall contravene any regulation made
under this Ordinance shall be guilty of an offence under this Ordis
nance and liable to the penaliy in such cases provided unless some
lesser penalty is prescribed for the contravention.

OFFENCES,

81. Whenever any house, building or premises has been provided
with a house-sewer and a water-closet or water-closets under this
®rdinance, if any sewage shall flow or be deposited or thrown from
such house or premises, either within such premises or elsewhero
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than by the house-sewer from such house and premises the
occupier of such house, building or premises as aforesaid and any
person depositing” or throwing any sewuge as aforesaid shall be
guilty of an offence against this Ordinance.

32. If any garbage, hair, ashes, fruit, vegetables, rags, bottles, tins,
refuse or any other matter or thing whatsoever, exeept sewage as
defined by this Ordinance and the necessary paper, shall be thrown
into ur deposited in any receptacle connected with a house-sewer,
either by the occupier of any house, premises or other place, or by
any other person such occupier and alsv such person shall be liable
for all damage occasioned thereby and for all expenses incurred in
repairing and rectifying such damage and such oceupier and such
person shall each be guilty of an otfence against this Ordinance.

33. Ifin the judgment of the Commissioners sewage of any par-
uicular kind would be injurious to the sewers it shall be lawful for
the Commissioners by notice published in the Gazefte and two
daily newspapers to prohibit, as from such time as shall be stated
in the notice, the introduction of such sewage into any sewer, and
if after the date prescribed by such notice such sewage shall be intro-
duced into or shall enter or flow into any sewer, the occupier of any
such house, premises or place, and also any persor introducing into
or causing any such sewage to flow or enter into any sewer shall be
guilty of an offence against this Ordinance.

34. Every person who shall at any time obstruct the Commis-
sioners or the Council or any officer or servant of the Commis-
sioners or the Council in the execution of any duty or the perform-
ance of any work under this Ordinance or any regulation shall be
guilty of an offence against this Ordinance.

356.—(1) Every person who shall be guilty of an offence against this
Ordinance shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding forty-eight dollars.
(2) Any penalty under this Ordinance or any regulation may

be recovered under the Summary Jurisdietion Ordinances.

REPEAL.

36. The Georgetown Sewerage Ordinance, aud Georgetown Town
Council Ordinance, 1918, Amendment Ordinance, 1923, is hereby
repealed : provided that the Georgetown Sewerage R:gulatious,
1928, made under the said Ordinance in so far as they are not
inconsistent with this Ordinauce, shall remain in force unti| thay
are superseded by Regulations made under this Ordinance.

Passed by the Legislative Council this 8th day of March, 1929.

Clerk of*the Council.

PRINTED BY THE QOVEENMRNT PRINTERS OF BBITi8H QUIANA,
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