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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the Post and Telegraph Act in consequence 
of the establishment of the Post Office as a public cor­
poration under the Public Corporations Act to carry out the 
functions of the Postal Department established by the Post 
aind Telegraph Act and to make consequential amendments 
to other written laws. 

A.o. 1976. Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:� '. •I•, 

Short tillc. 
and com· 
1nencement. 

A1nentlment 
of the 
Po:;t and 
Telegrapl; 
Act. 
Cap. 47:01. 
First 
Schedule. 

1 Iodificalion 
of the 
Public Cor ­
porations 
.\ct No. 109 
uf 1976. 
Cap: 19:05. 

Amendment 
of section 
:J5 of the 
"1alional 
Insurance 

and Social 
Security 
Act Cap. 
:lG:01. 

Amendment 
of the 
Stamp 
Duties 
(Manage­
ment) Act 
Cap. 80:03. 
second 
Sohedule. 

Power to 

amend 
enactments 

t.o remove 
difficulties. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Post and Telegraph
(Amendment) Act 1976 and shall come into operation on 1st 
January, 1977. 

2. The Post and· Telegraph Act is hereby amended in
the manner and to the extent set out in the first schedule. 

3. In relation to the Post Office established as a public
Corporation by the Public Corporation (Post Office) Order 1976, 
sc.euon� 15 and 22 of the Public Corporations Act sha11 be con­
strued and have effect as if for every reference therein to the 
General Manager of a public corporation there were substituted 
a reference to the Postmaster General. 

4. Section 35 orf the Nationail Insurance and Social
Security Act is hereby amended by the substitution of the words 
"to the Post Office" for the wo,rds "into the Consolidated Fund". 

5. The Stamp Duties (Management) Act is hereby
amended in the manner and to the extent set out in the Secon1d ; 
Schedule. 

 

6. Without preju'dice to the foregoing provlSlons of
this AcL, th'.:! Mini1ster if he thinks it necessary ,r expedient to 
do so may, by order which shall be sttbject to nf>ga ive resolution 
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-0f the National Assembly, amend any provision of any enactment 
1111c.uaing ti1e enactments amended by this Act) for the purpose 
.of removing any difficulties which may arise in connection with, 
and for the purpose of giving effect to, the establishment of the 
postal department of Guyana as a public corporation under the 
Public Corporations Act aind the vesting of functions in the 
Guyana Telecommunication Corporation and the Post Office, 
respectively, under the provisions of the Post and Telegraph Act 
as amended by this Act. 

7. Those pen;ons who were officers of the Post Office
immed,.ia.tely prior to the coming: into operation of this Act and 
who bec'ome officers of the Post Office on its establishment as 
a puhlic corporntion under the Public Corporations Act and those · 
persons who on the coming into operation of this Act are of­
firnrs of the Corporation shall be deemed to have made the de� 
claration as officers -of the Post Office or o;f the Corporation, 
as the case may be, as required by section 8, of the Post and 
Telegraph Act as amended by this Act. 

�avtng. 

¼ \,'I I , !  

Section 2. 

,FIRST SCHEDULE 

Amendment 
Post and 
Telegraph 
Ast (Cap. 
47:01)';' ., · 

(a) In the definition of t'he word "agents" substitute
the words "Corporation or the Post Office" and
"its" for the · words "Minister" and "his"
respectively;

(b) insert the following defin).tion immediately
afte,r the definition of the word "master" -

' " officer of the Corporation" includes the
GeneraJ Manager an,d any other person em­
ployed with the Corporation; ' ; 

(c) delete the word "line-man," from the definition
of the expression "officer of the Post Office";

(d) ins·ert the following definition· immediately
after the definition of the expression "o.fficer
of the Post Office" -

f 
,, 

"the Post Office" means the· public corporation
e!stablished by the Publie: '.Corp-Oration (Post
Office) Order 1976; " ; ·

(e) in the definition of the expression "post office"
and "post office letter-box'' substitute the-words
"Post Office" for the word "Minister";

·., 

Secti\l.i1 ... 2. · 
� • • I 

, 



' 
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�e<c,tion 2 

Seciion.s 4 to 
10)·

- (indusive) 

Fu,ntciUions 
of the 
PO!;�lm as-t e-r 
General, 

Other 
offiqers, 

Duties of 
officers. 

·•Postmaster 
General. 

Cap. 19:05. 

(f) insert the definition of the expression "post
office" -

(i) the word "aircraft," immediately before
the word "vessel";

(ii) the words "any other place used for the.
purpose o,f the post office and" immediately
after the word "includes"; and

(g) substitute the words "Post Office" for the word
"Minister" wherever it appears in the defini­
tion of the expression "post office letter-box".

Substitute the following sections for sections 4 to 
10 (inclusive) -

4. · The Postmaster Genera-1 fo,r Guyana shall be the
.person appointed to that office pursuant to sec­
tion 22(1) of the Public Corporations Act as 
modified for the purpose by section 3 of the 
Post apd Telegraph (Am�ndment) Act 1976. 

5. Subject to this Act and the Public Corporations.
Act, the Postmaster General shall be the chief
executive officer of the Post' Office which shall
have the management and charge of, and ·shall
exercise E"1U1)ervision over, the postal system_
established under this Act.

6. The number of other officers of the Post Office
necessary for the service of the Post Office and
for the transmission and reception of telegrams
shall be those persons appointed as such by the
Post Office pursuant to section 22(2) of the
Public Co,rporations Act.

7. Every officer of the Corporation and every of­
ficer of the Post Office shall perform the duties
in the1 Corporaition and the Post Office respec­
tively prescribed by this Act and any other

· law relating thereto and subject thereto, those
assi�ed to them by the Minister.
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8. 

9. 

10. 

Every officer of the Corporation and every of- Declarntion to be made 
ficer of the Post Office, except the General by officer on 

t G al h 11 a•p,pou}Jl!lllent. 

Manager �d the Postmas er ener s a , on 
appointment, appear before a magistrate and 
make a declaration in the appropriate form set 
out in the Schedule, or in any otheT form for Schecw1e 
the time being, prescribed by the Minister. 

Th,., Post Offi�e shali constitute the postal de- ���i;:tment. 
partment of Guyana. 

Powers and Privileges of the Post Off ice and the 
Corporation. 

(1) The Post Office may establish< post offices Gen eral 
in any places in Guyana where the public con- powd

ers
h 

· · th d 11 t an ng ts 
vemence reqmres em, an may co ec , re- of th·e 
ceive, despatch and convey, in the manner the �1ffce 
Post Office deem convenient, all postal packets and the . 

t · ·tted 'thi t f G Corporation. 
rans.nu w1 n, or o, or rom, uyana. 

(2) The Corporation may establish telegram of­
fices in any places in Guyana where the public
convenience requires them.".

The words "Post Office" shall be substituted for Sections 11, 
the word "Minister". 16<1 >, 23 

(except sub-. section (4) ), 
25, 371(11), �1. 
82 (1) (a), 96 
and 98. 

(a) Substitute the word "Corporation" for the word section 12 

"Minister";

(b) substitute the words "telegram service." for the
word "telegraph".

Substitute the words "Post Office" for the words Section 13 

"Postmaster General on behalf of the State". 

Substitute the words "use of the Post Office" for Section 16(1) 

the words "public use". 

Substitute the words "Post Office" for the words Sections lG 
"Postmaster General"; <2>, 

35(4) & 92. 
Substitute the words "Post Office" for the words section 20 
"Postmaster General or any postmaster designated 
in writing by the Postmaster General". 
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Section 22 

ec1.ion 24 

Section 25 

Section 27 

[e:tion 30 

Section 33. 

Section 35. 

Section 42. 

Section 63 

(4). 

Section 81 

(1). 

Section 82 
(1) (b). 

Substitute the words "Post Office" for the word 
"State". 

Insert a full stop after the word "postage" and delete 
all the words following thereafter in the section. 

Substitute the words "Post Office" for the words 
"postal department". 

(a) Substitute the words "Post Office" for the word
"Minister" where it first appears in the section;

(b) substitute the words "imposed by the Post Of­
fice" for the words "specified in an order of
the Minister made on the representation of the
Minister".

Insert the words "or any other officer of the Post 
- Office authorised by him" after the words "Post­

maste,r General".

Substitute the wo,rds "or the Post Office or any of­
ficer of the Post Offke" for the words, "the Post­
master GeneraJ or the Post Office revenue".

(a) Substitute the wo,rds "use of the Post Office"
for the words "public use" in subsection (1);

(b) substitute the words "Post Office" for the word
"State" in subsection (4);

(c) insert the wo·rds "the Post Office or" between
� the words "or" and "any" in subsection (5).

(a) Substitute the words "Post Office" for the
word "Minister" where it first occurs;

(b) substitute the wo,rds "an officer of the Post
Office authorised by the Postmaster General"
for the words "a person authorised by the
Minister".

Insert the words "the General Managar of the Cor­
poration," after the word "Minister,". 

Substitute th-e words "Post Office or the ·corporation, 
as the case may be," for the word "Minister". 

(-a) Substitute the wo•rds "in Guyana" for the words 
"under the Minister"; 

(b) insert the words "of any post office" between
the words "or" and "under".
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Section 83A. Insert the following! section ;iS section 83A im­
mediately after section 83 -

''Use of 
postage 
stamps for postal 
purposes. 

83A(l) Aphesive postage stamps shall 
not be used to denote the pay­
ment of stamp duties other 
than duties of postage. 

(2) A postal packet shall be
deemed to be unstamped or
insufficiently stamped, as the
case may be, if it is not duly
stamped for the purpose of
denoting the payment of the
duty of postage.".

(ai) Substitute the words "Post Office" for the word section 114 

"Minister" whernver it appears; <1>· 

(b) substitute the words "postal telegram office"
for the words "postal telegraph office" in para­
graph (a); and

(c) insed the word "colouring," after the word
"lette,rs," in paragraph (b).

(a) Insert the words "the Corporation or of" im- section SG. 

mediately after the words "officer of";

(b) substitute the words "Corporation or the Post
Office" for the words "Postmaster General".

(a) Insert the words "the Corporation or of" im- sectio,1 s1.
mediately after the words "officer of";

(b� substitute the words "Corporation or the Post 
Office" for the words "Postmaster General" in 
paragraph (a). 

The following section is hereby substituted for sec- section 91. 

tion 91 -
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Section 9J. 

�•Provisions 
as to prop­
erty in 
offences 
relating to 
the Co,·por­
ation or the 
Post 
Office. 

91.(1) In any legal proceeding: for any 
offence committed or attempted_ 
to be committed, or any malici­
ous, injurious, or fraudulent act 
or thing done in, upon, or with 
respect to the Corporation or 
the Post Office or the revenue 
of the Corporation or the Post 
Office, o-r any mail bag, postal 
packet, contents of a postal 
order, or telegraphic message 
or telegram, or in anywise con­
cerning any property under the 
management or control of the 
Corporarion or the Post Office, , 
it shall be sufficient to alleg6 
the property to ·belong to the 
Corporation or the Post Office, 
as the case may be, and to al­
lege the act or thing to have 
been done with intent to injure 
OT de.fraud the Corporation or 
the Post Office, as the case may 
be, and it shall not be necessary 
to allege or to prove at the trial 
or o.therwise that the mail bag, 
postal packet, contents, order, 
telegraphic message, telegram, 
or property was of any value. 

(2) In any legal proceeding against
any officeT of the Corporation
orr the Post Office for any of­
fence committed against this
Act, it shall be sufficient to
allege that the offender was an
officer of the Corporation or
the Post Office, as the case may
be, at the time of the commis­
sion of the offence, without
stating further the nature or
particulars of his employment.".

The following section is hereby substituted for sec­
tion 93 -

•'Power to 
comoound 
action. 

93. The General Manager of the
Corporation or the Postmaster
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General ma� compromise and 
compound any legal proceeding 
commenced by or on behalf of 
the Corporation or the Post 
Office, as the case ma� be, 
against any person for recover­
ing any penalty or forfeiture 
incurred under this Act on any 
terms and conditions the 
General Manager or the Post­
maste1r General as the case 
may be, thinks proper, with full 
power for them, or any of their 
officeys or agents authorised by 
them to accept any penalty or 
forfeiture so incurred or alleged 
to be incurred, or any part 
therreof, without any legal pro­
ceeding ,.. for the recovery
thereof.''. 

(a) Substitute the following paragraph for para- section 9s 

graph ( c) of sulbsection (2) -

"(c) such oth,er information as the Post Office
ml1ey' -deem fit to include."; and 

(b) substitute the word "practicable" for the words 
"he can conveniently do so" in subsection (3). 

Insert the foHowing section as section- 96A -

"AIP·Plica­
tlon of 

� cert·a!in pro­
vJi;jons ·03' 

- the S'tlaJmp 
Dulti1l.s 
<iMan,�ge­
ment) 
A!dt. 1cia1p. 
80:03 

96A. Sections 10 to 18 (both inclusive) 
and 41, 42 and 43 of the Stamp 
Duties (Management) Act shall, 

, as they apply in relation to 
stamps to whkh that Act a� 
plies, apply Mutatis Mutandis to 

· postage stamps.".

Section· 99 is hereby reoeru,ed and the following 
section substituted· therefor -

"Delega­
tion ell 
runcti.o'n,s. 

99. The Minister, may by order,
delegate to the, Co:ryoration any
function relating to telegraphs

Section 96A 

e:c.tiom 99 
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Schedule 

S11Ja,m,p
Thu'tie.s 
('Mlan,ag;e-

. me,-t) ,Abt 
(,C.rup. 80:03) 

Seoti•on 5 

Seobion 7 

vested in him by any provision 
of this Act.". 

Insert the following declaration at the end of the . 
schedule -

"DECLARATION OF OFFICER OF THE CORPORATION 

I, , do solemnly and sincerely 

declare th,a,t I will not, contrary to my duty, improperly divulge 
any knowledge by reason of my employment as an officer of 
the ·Guyana Telecommunication Corporaition 

Section 5 

(Signed) 

Magistrate" 

Declared Before me 

this 

of 

day 

19 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

Amendment 

Delete subsection (2) an:d insert the following sub­
sections as subsections (2) and (3) respectively -

"(2) The stamps, and dies. shall be deposited 
with the commissioners who shall, subject to 
subsection (3), be responsible for their safe 
keepingi, and all stamps to be impressed shall 
be impressed under the supervision of the com­
missioners, or in any other manner from time 
to time directed by the Minister. 

(3,) The commissioners maiy d.i.rec1l that the stamps 
sha.Ll be d,eposited with any other person or 
authority.". 

Substitute the following subsection for section 
7(1) -
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"(l) The stamps to be used under any Act imposing 
a stamp duty shall be impressed or adhesive as 
the Minister from time to time directs."

-

Substitute the word "arrangements" for the word secuirui 
10 

"regulations" 

Substitute the words "not later than the end of sec�io.n 11H5>
February" for the words "in the month of January". 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to make amendments to the Post and Teilegraph Act 
(Cap. 47:01) as a collilequence of � establishment of the Post Office as 
a public corporation undoc the Public Corporations Act (Cap. 19:05) and 
to assign to the Post Office and the Guyana Telecommunication Corpora­
tion, respectively, statutory functions under the Act. 

I 

The Bill also seeks to make consequential amendmnts to the National 
Insurance and: Social Security· Act (Cap. 36:01) · ailld the stamp Duties 
(Management) Act (Cap. BQ:03·). 

(Bill No. 14/1976) 
(GN - 1/42) 

S., S. Naraine,
Minister of W or-ks and Housing 
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