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BJLL NO. 23 OF .1969
THE LO AL AUTHORITIES, (ELECTIONS) BILL, 1969. -

Arrangem·ent of. ·section.<;.

PART I 

Section 
PRELIMINARY

1. Short .title and commencement.2. Interp etation.

SUPERVISION OF ELECTIOI\TS
3. Super ·sion of elections by Minister.

CHI F ELBCTION OFFICER AND REGISTRATION -AND OTHER ELECTION OFFICERS
4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 

Staff o Chief Election· Officer.Appoin en t of registration and election officers. Respon ibility. of registration and election officers.Oath .o office. 

8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

12. 
13. 

14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 

· 19.
20.
2L

22.

23.

24.

PART II. 

Rl�:GJSTRATION OF VOTERS
. . ' .PREPA ATIQN OF REGISTERS OF VOTERS .

Registra io-n order:
Manner f compilation of register of voters.Qu.alifica ions for registration. ·Compilat on of preliminary list. Notice i viting applications for registration. Ass.istant electoral registrar to receive applications.Applicati ns to he made personally.Applicati ns for registration. AUo.wanc of applicat�on for registration. DisaIIowa ce of application for registration.· Preseryati n of order.

Su·bmissio of supplementary lists.Hearing o objections by electoral registrar. Registrar- · enera.l to supply information as to birt>hs and 'deaths. 
Correction of lists. 
Certification of lists.
Insertion i register of names omitted through inadvertence. -
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2j. 2 . 
2 ,. 

MISCELLANEOUS REGISTRATION OF'FEN :ES

Offences by registration officers:
Destroying or altering documents.
False applications. 

··False statements .
Obstruction.

GENERAL 

·Supply . of forms.
'Mode of sending documents to �lectoral registrar 

.Publ�cation ·of notices·. by registration' office,-s. 

Assistance to incapacitated persons. 

E�penses of registrati,�.n.

DAY 

PART III 

ELECTIONS 

FOR HOLDING 
ELECTORAL 

ELECTIONS 
SYSTEM. 

AN[) 

5. Election day.
6. Postponement of election day.
7. Election to be by secret ballot.

8. Electoral system.
9. Polling places.

QUALIFIC�TION OF COUNCIL RS. 

0. , Qualif:cations and disqualifications.

41. 
42. 
43. 

44 . 
,I 45,

46. 
/ 47. 48. 

1 49. 

so. 

t51.
J 52. 

53. 

1· .54,

55. 
56. 

57. 
. 58. 

LISTS OF CANDIDATES. 

Notice of day for submission of lists.
Returning officer to receive lists.
Lists to be subm:tted hy registered voters.
Requirements of lists. 
Representatives of lists., 
Defective lists. 
Corrections to lis�s. 
Applica t�ons for '. symbols. � ,
Approval of lists. 

·· 

Appeal against refusal of approval. 1 : • 

Publication of lists. 
·· · ·' ·

Withdrawal .of lists. 
· Death or , withdrawal of candidate.
Elect:on :: �f candidates on uhopposed list.·. : ·

ii. 

AGENTS 
' .i, 

Appointment of el�iion agenti� ':'
Appointment of assistant ' agents, counting a
agents. 
Actions of a5sistant agents. 
LiabiEty of candidates for offences by

ENTITI...EMENT TO 

Registered voter to vote in oerson.
Place <;>f voting. 

•.:?' 

7'··· 

agents. 

59,·. 
60.': 
61. 62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 

Place of voting in special c�ses. 
Entitlement to app1y· 1 to vote by proxy.
R�quirements of appEcation for a,ppointmen, of proxy.

Notice of appointment as proxy and list o proxies. 
Cancellation of appointment as proxy.

� . ,-
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PREJ >AI�ATIO� FOR THE POLL. 

66. Notice of poll.
67. Divis�on of official· li:st of oters.
68. Display of part of ·official Ii t of voters.
69. Preparation ,of polling places.
70. Printing uf (Erections fol' vo ing and ballot pap r.-;.
71. Requirements of ballot pape s.
7 2. Sup plies of election ma teria 1.
73. Display of lists of candidate .
74. Custody o�. election material.

75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
8.1. 
82. 
83. 

84. 
85. 
86. 
87 .. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94 . 

. ·95_ 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 

106. 
. 107. 
108. 

· '·109,
110.

llL
112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 

THE POLL

Place and time of poll.
Appointment of ca11didate to attend poll.
Opening of poU.
Applk:ant to vote to hand tification card to p 1 cJerk.
Duty of pre�iding officer up 1 application for ha lot paper.
Issue of ballot paper.

· :Mode of voting,
BEnd ·and incapacitated voter .
Tendered ballot papers and e tries in poll book.
l\faiiitenance of secrecy at p lling place.
J\,folestay,on of voters.
Preservation ,of order at polli ,!.; place.
Closing of spirit shops.
Employees to be g:ven time t vote.
Adjournment of poll ..
Procedure on clC>sing of poll.
Returning officer .to count vo es.
Candidates appointed to atten count.
Attendance at count.
:Method of couhting.

. Recounts·. 
Procedu,re on conclusion 

· Maintenance of secrecy at co nt.
Ascertainment of elect�Oil resu ts.
'Allocation of seats.

·. 

Candidates elected.
Notification of election results
Certificates of election.:
Filling . of �asua] .vacancies.
Election report.
Custody of election documents

ELECTION EXPENSES 
:Mak{ng of. contrac!s through .e_ ction agents. 
Pa._ymerit of ex1:>ens·es . 
Petty expenditure. 

. Maximum exp·enses. · 
· Remuneration of election agen . 
, Period for cla�ms for pa yment f election expenses. 
· Exemption of act. , clone · m g od faith from bei g mega.]
· ·practice.

Saving for _creditors.
Prohib:tion of eJ\.l)enses 1iot a thorised by election agent.

ILLEGAL PAYMENT, E PLOYMENT, HI 

, Providing money for illegal pu pose. 
Corrupt withdrawal of· candid e. 
Prohibi tioh of certain form.� of employment. 
Illegal ·hiring of transport for 
Use of certain .premises as co prohibi ed. 
.Penalty for illegal payment, et hiring. 
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ILLEGAL PRACTICES. 

121. Certain expenditure to be megal practice.
122. Disorderly behaviour at election meeting.·
123. False statements concerning candidates.
124. Election publicat:ons.
12 5. Miscellaneous illega 1 practices. 
126. Plural voting.
12 7. Penalty for illegal practice. 

CORRUPT PRACTICES. 
128. Treating.
129. Undue influence.
130. Br:b.ery.
131. Personation.
132. General penalty for corrupt practices.
133. Penalty for persoilati6n.
134. Disqualification.

135. 

136. 
137. 

MISCELLANEOUS ELECTION 

Ofif enc es in relation to ballot boxes and 
t:fication cairds and appointments as proxy. 
Voting when not entitled. 
Interference with notices and lists. 

GENERAL 

13 8. Property in election material. 

papers, iden-

139. · Limitat:on of time for prosecution of elect" n offences.
140. Cer,tificate of returning officer.
141. Offences by bodies corporate.
142. Special provision as to convictions.
143. Publication of notices by election officers.
144. Expenses of election.
145. Meaning of "comm:ttee room;'.

·]:1ART IV

ELECTION AND MEMBERSHIP C NTROVERSIES 

DISPUTED ELECTIONS. 

146. Method of que5tioning validity of election.
14 7. Presentation and service of election petit:on 
148. Time for presentation of election petition.
149. Amendment of election petition.
1 SO. Security for costs. 
151. : Service of · petition.
152. Objections to security.

\ •. 

153. D:smissal of petition on faiJure to give sec rity. 
154. Substitution of petitioner on fail.ure to' give s cur:ty. 
155. Petition at i�sue.
156. Trial of petition.
15 7. Witnesses. 
158. Power of Court to summon witnesses.
159. Obligation of witness to ·answer.
160. Voter not to be asked for whom he vqted.
161. Expenses of witne5ses.
162. Production of election documents.
163. Scrutiny. .
164. Withdrawal of petition.
165. Evidence required for withdrawal of petiti lfl. 
166. Punishment for corrupt withdrawal.
167. Substitution of rlew pet:tioner -on withdra I of petition. 

\ 
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168. Report on withdrawal..
169. Abatement of petition.
170. Withdrawal and substitution of respondents before trial.
1 71. Avoidance of election of. candidate for corrupt or illegal 

practice or lack of qualification. 
1 72. Re-allocation of seats. 
173. Avoidance of election for widespread corrupt o.r illegal.

practice.
174. Conclusion of trial of petition.
175. Case stated.
176. Costs of petition.
1 77. Further provision as to oosts. 
178. · Report of the Court.
179. Exemption from liab:lity.
180. Removal of incapacity.

DISPUTED VACANCIES 

181. References of questions as to vacancy in local aut!h · ity.
182. Contents, delivery and service of vacancy petit:on. ·
·183. Security for costs.
184. Service of petition.
185. Parties to vacancy petition.
186. AppEcation of provisions.

, 18 7. Determination of vacancy petition. 

DISPUTES REGARDING ELECTIONS TO CERTAIN.' 
OFFICES 

188. 
· 189.

190.
. 19;1.
, 192.

References to the Court. 
Delivery of reference. 
Security for costs. 
Parties· to a reference . 
Determination of references. 

GENERAL 

.. 193. 
194. 

Powers 
Service 

exercisable by s:ngle Judge. 
of notices. 

195. Costs.
196. Powers of Court.

· 197. Matters to be prescribed . by rules of court.

PART V 

MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITIONAL PROVIS ONS. 

198. Regulations.
199. Rules of Court.
200. Affirmations.
201. Exemption from stamp duty.
202. Publication of nofaes by local authority.
203. Duty not to disclose fingerprints.
i04. Prosecutions and penalties. 
205. Expenses of Chief ·Election Officer.
206. Consequent�al repeals and amendments.
207. Transitional provisions concerning village councils.

Schedule 1.

Schedule 2.

. ·j,� 
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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to make prov1s10n for the election of members of Local
Authorities, for the preparat:on of Electoral Registers for the pur­
poses of such elections, for the determination of disputes in con­
nection with such elections and of disputes in connection with 
elections to certain offices in Local Authorities and for matters
incidental to and connected with the aforesaid purposes. 

467 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:- A.O. 19tW 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

This Ac't may be ded as the Local Authorities (Elections) �.��
rt

co�ea­

Act, 1969, and shall come into force on such day as the Minister may, cement. 

by 
l
order publish.::d in the Gazette, appoint. 

1 n terprcta-2. ( 1) In this Act
1 

unless the context otherwise requires tioa. 

"assistaint agent" means an assistant agent appointed by
an election agent under section 56; 

"carriage" includes a mechanically propelled vehicle; 
"central register" means the register for the time being

in W:µich the names of persons appear by ·reason of their
respective registration and pursuant to which an identi-
Eca;tion Gtrd is issued to each of them; 

"certificate of employment'' means a certificate issued
under s·ection 61; 

"Chief Election Officer" means the person appointed as
such for elections to 'the National Assembly; 

"clerk of the local author�ty" means the officer of a
local authority declare<l by the Act or the Ordinance
under which it is constituted to be the clerk thereof
for the purposes of th�s Act; 

"costs" includes charges· and expenses; 
"councillor" ineans at councillor of a local authority; 
''Court" means the High Court; 
1'elect:on" means an· election of councillors; 
"elec;tion day'' means the day appointed by -order of the 
Minister under section 3·5 for the holding of all"
election; 

"election officer» means -
(a) a returning officer;
(b) a deputy returning off:cer;
( c) an election clerk;
( d) a presiding officer;
(e) an assistant presiding offict'i·;
(f) a poll clerk;

"group of candidates" means the candidates 11:.i.me<l in an
oWcial · list of candidates; 

"Judge" mean� a. Judge of the Court; 
''local authority'' means any local authoritv which is

declared by the Act or the Ordinance uncle�· which it is
constituted to be a local authority to which this Act
applies and to be a local authority within the meanin!.!
of this Act; 

·· 

"looal authority area" means the area administered· py a
local authority-; 

"identification card" means the document, or copy there­
of, pertaining to the identity of a person and which is
is·sued to him pursuant to the enactment for the ;time
being in force regulat:ng his registration; 
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Supervision 
of Elections 
by M:.inl9ter. 

··'ll!'t. 

''�inister" m�a�� the Minis er for the time being charged with respons1b1hty for elections to the National Assem-bly; 
I "payment" includes any pee niary or other reward; 

"personal expenses" when us d in relation to the personal .expenses of a candidate inc ude his reasonable travelling expenses and the reasonabl expenses of his living at hotels or elsewhere for the purpose of or in connection with an election; 
"preliminary list" means a pr liminary list of voters· having
residential qualifications pre ared under section 11; 

"presiding officer" includes a assistant pres:ding officer; 
"qualify:ng elate" means sue date as may be appointed 
by the Minister with refer nee to which a register of
voters shall be compiled; 

''register of voters" means a register of voters for a local
authority area compiled undtr this Act; 

"registere 
.. 
d voter" means a qerson whose name appears

on a register of voters; I 
"Registrar" means the Registr r of the Court: 
"registration officer" means­

( a) an electoral registrar; 
(b) an assistant electoral r

"reg:stration order" means an order made by the Minis-
ter under section 8 ; 

"returning officer" includes a 
"signature" includes the mark

i:o read or write; 
"supplementary list" means 
voters registered a·s such and

eputy returning officer; 
of a. person who is unaible 

supplementary list of
prepared under this Act. 

(2) Where in this Act there is a re erence to a Part, section
or schedule by number only and not in co junction with the title of
an Act or an Ordinance, such reference shal be construed as a refer­
ence to the Part, section or scheduJe of that n11:mber c·ontained in this·
Act. 

( 3) Where in any section of this Act there is a reference to
a subsection or paragraph by number or let(er only and not in con­
junction with the number of any section of this or of another Act or
of an Ordinance, such reference shall be co�strued as a reference to
the subsection or paragraph of that number r letter contained in that
section in which the reference appears·. 

SUPERVISION OF 

3. ( 1) The Minister shall -

TIONS 

(a) exercise general direction aljld superv1s;,on over the ·
registration of voters and 

r
ver the administrative 

conduct of elections; 
(b) issue such instructions and take such action a�

appears to him necessary o expedient to ensure
impartiality, fairness and co pliance with Parts II 
and III on the part of registr tion and election officers
and other persons exercisin6 powers or perfortrning 
duties connected with or rel ting to the registration
of voters and the administraf e conduct of elections;

( c) exercise suc.h other powers aqtl discharge sulch other
d_uties as he is required �r ert1powered to exercise or
discharge by or under tlus Ar. 

(2) The nJini5ter sha.11 have power, if h thinks it necessary or 
desirable so to do, to extenrl the time for doi g anything required to 
be done by or under Par ls II ancl I IJ. and w ere by or under those
Parts any act is required to be done nnt later t an a specified number 
of days before eJcction day he shall have power, f he thinks it necessary 
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or desirable so to do, to extend the time allowed by reducing the num­
ber of days so specified; and the following provisions shall have effect 
in relation to any power conferred by this subsection, that is to say-

(a) the power may be exercised either generally or
specially;

( b) the power may be exercised so as to make valid
anything already done after the expiration of the
time allowed;

( c) the Minister shall, as soon a� practicable after any
exerc;ise of the power, publish in the Gazt:ttie a noti­
fication thereof, which shall includr a brief state­
ment of the rea.sons for: and the effect of: that exrr­
cise.

CHIEF ELECTlOK OFFICER AND REG1STRAT10I\ AND 
OTHER ELECTION OFFICERS 

4. The Chief Election Officer shall have such staff as may �\�t 0i
1
,. .  

be necessary or desirable to enable him to exercise hi:,; functions under (..l,1

i:er. · ntmn

this Act. 

5 ( 1 ) 'fl . h ]l b . t 1 . 1 1 h . Appointnu•.nt . · 1ere s a. e appom ·ec tor any oca aut onty area for of registra-
which a reuistration order is made an electoral reo-istrar and such tion . and � b election assistant electoral registrars and other staff as may be necessary or offk1:rs. 
desirable for the preparation of the register of voters for that area, 
but an electoral registrar may be appointed for more than one local 
authority area. 

(2) There shall be appointed for any local authority area in
which an election is to be held a returning officer and an election 
clerk and for each polling place therein a presiding officer and a poll 
clerk; and there may further be appointed such deputy returning offi­
cers and assistant presiding officers and other staff as may be 
necessary or desirable for the conduct of the election. 

( 3) The electoral registrar and the returning officer shall
forthwith after they have taken their respective oaths of office esta­
blish offices and shall publish notices specifying the addresses thereof. 

6. All registration officers and all election officers shall in Responsibility 

the exercise of the powers and discretions vested in· them and of the �/!t��r�:00
duties required to be discharged by them be responsible to the Chief officers. 

Election Officer.

7. (1) The Chief Election Offcer: every registration officer and Oa�hs of 
every election officer shall, before performing any of the fu!}ctions of Office. 

the:r offices under this Act, take the appropriate oath for his office 
in the prescribed form. 

( 2) The Chief Election Officer shall take his oath of office
before a justice of the peace; and registration officers and election 
officers shall take their oaths of office before a ju!�tice of the peace, 
the Chief Election Officer, another registration officer or another elec­
tion officer. 

( 3) Every justice of the peace is hereby empowered to admin­
ister any oath required by this Act; and the Chief Election Officer and 
every registration officer and every election officer is empowered to 
administer any such oath other than the oath of office of the Chief 
Election Officer: 

Provided that the Chief Election Officer and no registration offi­
cer and no election officer shall adn1inister an oath until he has taken 
hi� oath of office. 

PART II 

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 
PREPARATION OF REGISTER OF VOTERS 

8. (1) The Minister may by order require the preparation of a Ref!istratioT! 
rf'cd-ster of voters for any local authority area and may by such order Order. 

require the preparation of a register for each of more than one such 
arf'1. 



470 
[EXT /\ORDINARY) 3RD O TOBER, 1969

THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

( 2) An order made under this section may p scribe or pro­vide for -

(a) a qualifying date;
( b) the day not Ia ter than which the el toraJ registrarshall pu,b1ish und�r section 12 the pr liminary list; ( c) the days to be spefified in the notice ub1is11ed undersection 12 on wh•ch applications ma be made ·for registration as vot�rs; ( cl) tl1e days on which objections may be lodged againstthe inclusion of names in the prelimina lists and on which applications may be made by ersons wl10.se names appear in the preliminary list fo correction of their particulars as shown in the list ( e) the day not later than whic11 the supp mentary listsand a1I forms of objections and ap Iications forcorrection of particu1ar5 shaU be sent y the assist­ant electoral registrar to the electoral gistrar under section 19; 

( f) the day not later than which t11e elec oral registrarsha1I hear and determine· under section 20 objectionsand applications for correction of part ulars; (g) the day not later than which the elec ral registrarshall correct the preliminary and supp] 1entary lists under section 22. 

(3) An order made under this section sl1aII be published inthe Gazette and a copy thereof pu ished by the local uthority to which it relates. 
M,on..- of 9. The register of voters f r each local authori y area shall
�;.',:;:!:''::," 0

' be compiled in accordance with the provisions of this rt.
voter!!. 

Qualifklltions 
for registra­
tion. 

10. ( 1) A person shaU be quaJifiea local authority area if, and shaIJ nqualifying date he is qualified to be tions to the National Assembly andthe local authority area.

to be regiS'tered a a voter fort be so qualified lt\ Jess, on theegisterecl as an clec or for clec­he is ordinarily res dent within
( 2) The following rules shaU apply to the interthe expression "ordinarily resident" w1 h reference to theof a person to be registered as a vote -

(a) subject to the µrovisi ns of this subsectio , the ques­tion whether a person is or was ordinarily resident atany material time or uring any material · eriod shaIIbe determined by re erence to aJI the f cts of thecase; 
(b) the place of ordinary residence of a per n is gen­eraJly that place whic has always been, o which hehas adopted as, the pace of his habitatio or hometo which place, when away tl1erefrom, he intends toreturn; and in partk Jar, when a persor normalJysleeps in one place an has his meals or i employedin another place, his lace of residence where he sleeps; 

(c) in general, a person's lace of residence is where hisfamily is; if he is livi g apart from his f 11i1y withintent to remain apart in another place, hi place ofresidence is such ot he place; 
(d) temporary absence fro 1 a place nee does not cause a loss or cl nge of residence; ut where a person is, by reason f his employment, bscnt on the date of his appli atiO'n to be regis1te ed as avoter from the place w ere he is ordinarily resident,he shalJ be deemed, if 1e so cJects, to be rdinarjJy resident. at the place f his employment i stead ofat his place of residcnc . 

. . 11 ( 1) The electoral registrar s11a1l c mpiJe the preJimina y list nf
Crnnp1lat1on of • 

• 
• 

1 J 

11rl'limim1.ry voters for the local aut11onty area by ex ractmg from t 1e ce1 tra re,g-
list. 

ister the names and other particullars th rein given of pers" s wh,,,c
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addresses are recorded in such register as within the area; and the 
electoral registrar shall certify the preliminary list in the prescribed 
form. 

(2) Any person whose name appears in the preliminary list
as certified under subsect:on (I) may give notice, within the period 
specified in a registration order and in the manner hereinafter men­
tioned, objecting to the inclusion in the preliminary list of any person. 

12. (1) The electoral registrar shall, not later than such day as Nntice 

may be prescribed by the registration order, publish a copy of the inv!ting arrli-
1. . 

1· t 1 . 1 . . 1 "b ] f . cation for pre 1mmary is , toget 1er w1 t 1 a notice m t 1e prescn e( orm m- registration. 
viting-

(a) every person, whose name dues not appear in the
preliminary list, who believes himself to be qualified
to be registered as a voter for the local authority
area, to apply to an assistant electoral registrar to
be so registered;

(b) any per.son whose name appears in the preliminary
list to -
(i) lodge an objection in writing in the prescribed

form with an assistant electoral registrar to the
inclusion in the preliminary list of any person,
on the ground that by reason o.f the facts stated
in the objection such person is not qualified to
be registered, by reason that he is not a person
qualified to be registered by virtue of a residen­
tial qualification as a voter for the local author­
ity area; and

(ii) forward by registered post a copy of his objection
to the person tu whose inclusion in the prelim­
inary list objection is made;

( c) any person whose name appears in the preliminary
list whose particulars are incorrectly stated .in the
preliminary list to lod�e an application in writing in 
the prescribed form with an assistant electoral reg­
istrar for the appropriate corrections to be made.

(2) Every objection made under this section shall lbe sub­
mitted with a deposit of three dollars. 

( 3) The electoral regi�tar shall send copies of the preliminary
list to the Chief Election Officer and to the Registrar of births and 
deaths. 

( 4) The notice required to be published 1111der subsection ( I)
shall specify the days on which ( which shall be the days prescribed 
by the registration order) and the hours ·between which and the place 
or places where application may be made or objections lodged. 

(5) Not later than three days after the latest day allowed for
the lodging of objections to the inclusion of any person in the pre­
liminary list, the assistant electoral registrar shall affix at the place or 
places appointed for the lodging of objections a l,ist of objections 
which shaH state -

(a) the name, occupation, place of residence and postal
address of any person to whose inclusion in the pre­
liminary list objection has been made;

(b) the name, occupation, place of residence and postal
address of the person making the objection;

( c) the grounds of each objection.

13 An assistant electoral registrar shall attend on the days and Assi,tant · 
l - l "f" d • h · electoral 

between the hours and at the p ace or p aces spec1 1e m t e notice regi�trar to
aiven under section 12 to receive applications made and objections rec�ive apptt-
:-, • catiom,. 

lodged pursuant to 1:!hat notice. 

14 Everv a})})lication for registration as a· voter for the local Applications m • • '- . • he made authority area, made pursuant to subsection ( 1) of section 12 shall 11cm,n11ilv. 
be made personally and in the manner here:nafter provided to an assist-
ant electoral registrar at a place and on a clay, and at an hour -on 
such day

1 
specified in the notice given under sectiun 12. 
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Applications 
for registra­
tion. 

15. ( 1) Every app1ican t for re�istration as a voter in so far as the
following requirements may be applicable in relation to him, shall -

(a) furnish in writing �n the prescribed form the follow­
ing particulars namely -

(i) his surname and other names;
(ii) the address at which he is ordinarily resident;

(iii) his occupation
(iv) his nationality;
(v) the place and date of his birth;
l vi) the country of his domicile;

(vii) whether his name is included in the prelimin­
ary list or in the central register and if the
latter the place of registration;

(viii) the serial number of his �d!entification card
(if any);

(ix) such further particulars as the assistant elec­
toral reg�strar may, in any particular case,
reasonably consider necessary for the purpose
of enabling him to determine the application;

(b) produce a birth or bapfamal certificate, if so required
by the assistant electoral registrar;

( c) furnish st1ch documentary or other proof of any of the
particulars specified in paragraph ( a.) of this sub­
section as the assistant electoral registrar may in any
particular case reasonably consider necessary to sat­
isfy himself of the truth thereof;

( d) comply with such requirements of the assistant elec­
toral registrar as may be reasonably necessary for the
measurement and recording of his height;

(e) comply with such requirements of the assistant
electoral registrar as may be reasonably necess·ary for
the taking and recording of his left thumbprint, or
:f this · is not possible, of some other single finger­
print;

( f) answer any questions wh�ch the assisla,nt electoral
registrar may, in any particular case, reasonably con­
sider uecess·ary to ask for the purpose of enabling
him to decide whether · the . applicant is quaEfied to
be registered as a voter.

( 2) Every application under this section shall -

(a) be completed in the presence of the assistant elec­
toral registrar;

(b) be signed by the app1icant.

( 3) No applica:tion shall 'ht ·.entel"fained under tJ'his s:ection,
unless the applicant produces his· identificat�on card to the assistant 
electoral registrar, or the assistant electoral registrar is otherwise sat­
isfied as to the identity of the applicant. 

( 4) An appEcant for registration under this section as a voter
in the local authority area shall, if he is registered as a voter in 
another local authority area or if his name appears :n a preliminary 
list of ·another such area, at the time of his application under this 
scct:on for registration as a voter, request the assistant electoral reg­
istrar to cause his name to be deleted from the register of voters or 
the pre1iminary list, as the case may require, for the other local 
al!thority area; and thereupon the assistant electoral registrar shall 
complete the prescribed form at the direction of the applicant and 
forward it duly completed to the electoral registrar of that other Jocal 
authority area, who shall delete the app]�cant's name from the register 
of voters or the preliminary list therefor, a.s the ca�e may be. 

Al1owance of J. 6. If the assistant electoral registrar is satisfied that an app];­
ap�licati_un for cant for reaistration as a voter who. ·has complied with the require-
rcg1stratmn. r:i • • , • • , 

111ents of sect10ns 14 and 15, 1s qualified to be registered as a voter 
for the local authority area, he shall allow his application. 
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17. ( 1) The assistant electoral registrar shall disallow the appli- DisaIIowance 

t. t h' f f · · of application ,ca 10n , o nn o any person or registration as a voter for the local tor reaistra-
authority area who - 1ion. 

(a) is not entitled to apply to him under sections 14 and
15;

(b) being entitled so to apply has not complied wi,th the
provisions of those sections or has not satisfied him

· that he is qualified to be registered as such a voter.

( 2) �he as-sistant electoral registrar shall prepare in duplicate,
and shall deliver to a person whose application for registration as a 
voter for the local authority area has been disallowed by him the 
original of a notice of disallowance which shall 

(a) be in ·the pres"cribed form;
(b) specify the grounds upon which t:he application has

been disallowed;
(c) be signed by the assistant elect.oral registrar.

( 3) The assistant electoral registrar shall deliver the duplicate
of every notice of disallowance to the electoral registrar. 

18. ( 1) An assistant electoral registrar may, for the purpose of Preservation 

' ·· d J d 1 · · of order mamtammg or er at a p ace appointe for app ying for registration · 
as a voter -

(a) regulate the admission of applicants;
(h) exch1de all other persons except -

( i) the Minister;
(ii) the Chief Election Officer;

(iii) registration officers;
(iv) members of the Police Force on duty;
(v) such other persons who, in his opinion, ,have good

reason to be admitted;

( c) issue such directions as may reasonably be necessary
for such purposes.

( 2) If any person ( whether entitled to enter or not) mis­
conducts himself at a place appointed for applying for registration as 
a voter or fails to obey the lawful directions of the assi�tant electoral 
registrar, he may immediately, by order of the assistant electoral regis­
trar, be removed therefrom by a member of the Police Force or by 
any other person authorised in writing by the ass:.stant electoral regis .... 
trar to remove ,him, and the person so removed shall not, without the 
permission of the assistant electoral registrar, again enter the place 
during that day. 

(3) Any person removed from a place appointed for apply­
ing for registration as a voter may if charged with the commission of 
an offence at that place be dealt with as a person taken into custody 
"by a member of the Police Force for an offence without warrant. 

19. Not later than such day as may be prescribed by the �·ubmission 

registration order, each assistant eleomral registrar shall send to the of slll_N>Iement• 
:1ry lists. 

electoral registrar -

(a) a supplementary list of persons registered as voters
by him in which he shall set out ,the name, the
address, the cccupation and the serial number of the
identification· card of every person whose application
to be registered as a voter for 1the local authoritv
area he has allowed under section 16 togethe·r
with-

( i) all applicat:on forms to be registered as a voter
for the area;

(ii) the duplicates of all notices of disallowance
issued under section 17;
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(b) all forms of objection received by him pursuant tosection 12 together with all relevant documents;(c) all applications for corrections of particulars in thepreliminary list received by him pursuant to section] 2.20. (1) The electoral registrar shall not later than such d�y asmay be prescribed by the registration order, hear and deite�mine ob­jections and applications for corrections of particulars duly lodged under secpon 12. (2 The electoral registrar shall -
(a) publish a notice of the place a1t which, the day onand hours between which he will hear objections,applications for corrections of particulars in the pre­liminary list and the names of the persons and thereasons involved in such objections and applications;(b) send by registered post a notice of hearing in theprescribed form to the parties to each objection and

·\ application to be heard thereat.(.3) At the hearing of the objection or application for correc­tion of pa�iculars, the objector, •the applicant, any person on behalf of whom th� objection or application is made, and any person whose registration\ as .a voter for the local authority area is complained of shall have � right to appear and to be heard either in person or by his legal representative or by any other person authorised by him in writing: Provided that the electoral registrar may proceed to determine the objection or application in the absence of any such person. 
(4) The electoral registrar may regulate the procedure at anyhearing under this section. 
(5) The electoral registrar shall have, for the purposes ofhearing and determining an objection all the powers of an assistant electoral registrar under sections 15 to 17. 
(6) If an objection to the registration of a person, whosename is included in the preliminary list issued under section 11, is allowed by the electoral registrar, the latter shall delete the entry of such name from that list. 
(7) If the electoral registrar quashes a decision of an assistantelectoral registrar allowing the application of a person to be registered as a voter for the lociµ authority area, he shall endorse to that effect the application of su�h pe'5on to be so registered. 
(8) The eleJtoral registrar may, if he is of opinion that anobjection was made without reasonable cause, order the deposit accompanying the objection to be forfeited to the council; but if no such order is made the deposit shall be refunded. �egistr;' 21. The Registrar General of births and deaths upon theSUe;;ry ��foT. request of a registration officer made under this section, shall furnish �ation as to free of charge. to such registration officer -

huths and 
deaths. 

Cap. 162. 

Correction 
of listl. 

2_2. (1)r�gj.stration list -

(a) information whether the birth of any applicant forregistration as a voter for the local authority areahas been registered under the Registration of Birthsand Deaths Ordinance;particulars of any entries pertaining to any suchapplicant in any register of births or certified copythereof kept 1:Yy him under that Ordinance.Not later than such day as may be prescribed by the order the electoral registrar shall corre_ct the preliminary 
(a)\ by deleting the�efrom th� na!Iles of person� so as to give effect to his deternunatton under section 20 of objections, and the names of persons who have, on application to be registered as voters for another local authority area, applied under sub-section ( 4) of ection 15 to have their names deleted; 
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(b) by making such corrections thereto so as to give
e ffect to his determination under section 20 of
applications for corrections of particulars therein
and by way of rectification of clerical errors, re­
moval of duplicate entries, insertion of names acci­
dentally omitted, amendment of particulars of
entries or otherwise as are necessary to ensure that
the preliminary list is complete and accurate.

(2) No later than such day as may be prescribed by the
registration orde the electoral registrar shall correct the supplement­
ary lists by way f rectification of clerical errorn, removal of duplicate 
entries, insertion of names accidentally omitted, amendment of parti­
culars of entries or otherwise to ensure that the. supplementary lists 
are complete an accurate. 
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23 .. (1) U n completion of the correction of the preliminary listecrtificati011
and: of the suppl mentary lists the electoral registrar shall certify them of uau. 
in the prescribed form and shall publish a copy thereof 50 certified and 
shall send to th Chief Election Officer a copy thereof so certified. 

(2) At the time of the publication pursuant to subsection (l),
the electoral re istrar shall likewise publish a notice setting out the 
names of person deleted from the preliminary and supplementary lists. 

(3) Wh n certified under subsection (I) the preliminary list
and the supple entary lists shall together constitute the register of 
voters for the 1 cal authority area. 

(4) Th register of voters for the local authority area shall
come into force t such time as shall be prescribed by the Chief Elec­
tion Officer 'by otice published in th'!.'! Gazette and shall b� open for 
inspection at all reasonable times at the offices of the local authority, 
and copies ther of shall be printed. 

24. If at any time after the register of ·voters for the local In51?�tion):
authority area has come into force under section 23 the Chief Election ::e:

r 

omitted· 
Officer iis satisfied that the name of any person whose name was in-!�':::!. tnad­

cluded in the preliminary list or a supplementary list prior to correc-
tion by the electoral r,egistrar under section 22 has through inadvert-
ence been omitted from that register of voters, the Chief Election 
Officer shall insert in the register the name and other particulars of 
!he p�rson cone med, initial the correction and notify the person of the
msertion.

LLANEOUS REGISTRATION OFFENCES 
25. A y registration officer· who - Off�ncc� by 

rc:-a1strauoa 

26. 
Jates, deface•s o 
supplementary 
notice of disall 
with the regist 

· 
officcn. wilfully omits from a preliminary or supplementary 

list or from a register of voters the name of any 
person entitled to have his name entered therein; 
wilfully enters �n a preliminary or supplementary 
list of voters or in a register of voters the name of 
any person who is not entitled to have his name 
entered therein, or 
when performing his functions under this Part, at­
tempts to ascertain the manner in which any person 
intends to vote at an election or tp influence any 
person as to the manner of exercise of his vote, 

JI be guilty of an offence. 

y person who without lawful authority destroys, muti- Destroying OI' 

removes, or makes any alteration in, a preliminary or a1tetin1 

ist or register of vote!s, or an identification card, documents. 

wance or other document made or issued in connection 
tion of voters shall be guilty of an offence. 

27. y person who applies to be registered as a voter upon False 
grounds which e knows to be false or does not believe to· be true a_Pplica-

sha11 · be guilty of an offence. ' ttons. 
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28. Any person who makes to a registration oilicer, when
perfonning his functions under this Part, any oral or written statement 
which he knows to be fal,se or does not believe to be true shall be 
guilty of an offence. 

29. Any person who assaults, resists, ob�tructs or wilfuI1y
delays a registration officer in the performance of his duties under this 
Part shall be guilty of an offence. 

GENERAL 

30. 1t shall be the duty of the electoral registrar to ensure·
that such of the prescribed forms as may be required by the P"LI:b1ic in 
the local authority area for the purposes of or incidental to their reg­
istration as voters for that area are readily available, free of charge. 

31. Any notice or other document which under this Part, is
to be sent to the assistant elect9ral registrar or the electoral registrar 
shall be sent to him by registered post at his office or delivered by 
hand. 

32. Where any notice or other document is required by any
provision of this Part to be published by a registration officer, he shaU 
cause the .same to be affixed to the ollices of the local authority and 
of the electoral registrar and may cause such further publication of the 
document as he may think desirable to bring its contents to the 
attention of persons residing in the local authority area . 

33. A registration oillcer shall, at the request of any applicant
for registration as a voter who is unabJc by reason of illiteracy or 
phy:;ical defect, to complete a prescribed form, assist such person and 
shall make an endorsement thereon to the effect that he has so assisted 
him at his request. 

, 34. The expenses of the registration of votcr,s (including the 
payment of emoluments of registration officers and their staffs) shall be 
paid out of funds provided by the local authority of the area for which 
tl1e registration is ordered. 

PART Hl 

ELECTIONS 

DAY FOR HOLDING OF ELECTION AND ELECTORAL 
SYSTEM 

35. (1) An election ,shall be held on such day as the Minister
may by order appoint. 

(2) An order under this section shall be published in the
Gazette and a copy thereof publi'sh�d by ,the local authority to which 
it relates. 

36. (1) If the Minister is satisfied that the holding of an election
on election day would be attended by danger or serious hardship he 
may by order postpone the election to a day specified in such order, 
which day shall then, for the purposes of this Part, be c1cction day. 

(2) An order made under this section shall be publi,shcd in
the Gazette and a copy thereof published by the local aut.hqrity to 
which it relates. 

37. An election shall be conducted by secret ballot.

38. ( l) The area of the local authority ;to which the councillors
are to be elected shall form one electoral area for determining the re­

.. suit of the election; and votes shall be cast in favour of lists of can-· 
didatcs published in accordance with section 51. 
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(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (I) the
Minister may, by order divide the area of a local authority into such 
number of electoral areas as he shall therein specify and voters resi-
dent in any such electoral area may vote tor a list of candidates 
for such electoral area, and the Mini·ster shall in such order, not­
withstanding the provisions of any other law to the contrary, pres-
cribe the number of registered voters for any such electoral area who 
may submit a list of candidates for such area and the provisions of 
sections 41 to 54 (.except section 4.3) shall, in so far as they are 
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not inapplicable thereto, apply to such lists of candidate•s; and the 
Minister shall, in such order, subject to the provisions of the Municipal iNo. 

and District Councils Act, 1969, further prescribe the number of coun- of 1969· 

ciJlors who shall be elected for every such electoral area, and the 
provi�ions of this Act shall, in so far as they are not inapplicable 
thereto, apply to such electoral area as they apply to the area of n local 
authority which forms one electoral area. 

39. There shall be for the local authority area such polling Pollin[! 

places as the returning- officer, subject to the approval of the Chief 
placl's. 

Election Officer, may appoint; and each polling place shall bear such 
numerical or other designation as may be approved by the Chief Elec-
tion Officer. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF COUNCILLORS 

40. (1) Subject to the provi·sions of subsection (2) a person shall. Qu�tirt-

·11 "f i h I] l l" catio!ls 
be qualified to be elected as a counc1 or 1 , -am s a not H� so qua 1- and <Jis-

fied unless, he is a registered voter for the local authority area to tl�!�'.fil'.�­

which he seeks electior. 

(2) No person shall be qualified to be elected ns a councillor,
or if so elected to hold or continue in office as a councillor if he -

(a) is the holder of or is acting in an office specified in Schedule 1. 

Schedule 1; 

(b) has been adjudged jnsolvent or has made a composi­
tion or arrangement with his creditors�

(c) has within twelve months before election day or Cap. 62 

since his election received any assistance under the
Poor Relief Ordinance;

(d) has within five years before election day or since
his election been surcharged to an amount exceed­
ing one thousand dollars;

(e) is, on the qualifying date or at the time when he is
elected a councillor, serving a sent,ence of imprison-

. ment of not less than. three months for any offence
or has since the election been ·Convicted of any
offence and sentenced to any such term of imprison­
ment; 

(f) has been disqualified from holding office as a
councillor pursuant to any law;

(g) has within five years before election day or since the
election been convicted of, or reported in the certifi­
cate of the Court in connection with, a corrupt or
illegal practice;

(h) is unable to re&d or write the Englisb Languag�;

(i) is a councillor of another local authority or con­
sents to the inclusion of his name in a list of can­
didates at an election to another local authority;

Provided that -

(i) 1the disquaHfication attaching to a person by reason
of his having been adjudged insolvent shall cease -
(a) if the isolvency is annulled either on the

ground that he ought not to have been ad­
judged insolvent, or that his debts have been
paid in full, on 1the date of the annulment; or
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(b) if he is discharge with a certificate that the in­
solvency was cai.1s d by misfortune without any
miscondu\ct on his part, on the date of his dis­
charge; or

( c) in any other case, on the expiration of five years
from the date of h s discharge;
(ii) the disqualifi tion attaching to a person by

reason of his a ving made a compo5ition or
arrangement w th his creditors shall cease -

(a) if he pays his debt in. full, on the date on which
the payment is co1 pleted; or

(b) in a.ny other case, on the expiration of five years
from the date on hich the terms of the deed of
composition or arra gement are fulfilled.

(iii) for the purpos of paragraphs ( d), ( e), ( f)
and (g) the or inary date on which the period
allowed for m · ·ing an appeal or application
with respect to the surcharf:?:e or conviction ex­
pires or, if such an appeal or application is
mack, the date on which the aippeal or appli­
cation is finally disposed of or aban.d<med or
fails by reason of the non-prosecution thereof,
shall be deemed t<' be the dat,e of •t1he surcharge

or conviction as the case may be.

LISTS OF CANDIDA TES 

41. (1) The Chief Election Officer shall by notice appoint the day
being a day not later than the 2l5t day before election day, on which 
lists of candidates may be submitted to the returning officer, and there 
shall be included in the notice particulars of the hours between 

which and the place at which the returning officer will attend to re­
ceive the lists. 

(2) A notice given under this section shall be published in
the Gazette and a copy thereof published by the returning officer. 

42. The returning officer shall attend in accordance with the
notice given under section 41 to receive the lists of candidates; and no 
Jist shall be received at any other time or place. 

43. A Ji.st of candidates may be submitted by '1:hc following
numbers of registered voters for the local autliority area namely -
the number set out in the Aot or the Ordinance under which the local 
authority is consti,tuted. 

l 
44. (1) A list of candidates shall be handed, together with one

copy thereof, to the returning officer by the representative or the 
deputy representative of the list or by two of the persons named as 
candidates on the list at the time and place appointed; and the re­
turning officer shall forthwith cause the copy of 1the list to be posted 
in a conspicuous place outside his office. 

(2) A list of candidates shall be in the prescribed form; and
the submission shall bear the signature o.f each person submitting the 
saine together with his name and the serial number of his identification 
card: 

Provided that if any such person is unable ·to sign his name, his 
mark, made against his namt written by a justice of the peace, shall 
be deemed to 'be .his signature for the purposes of this· su'bsection hut 
not for the purposes of section 45. 

(3) A list of candidates shall set out the names, one below
the other in the alphabetical order of the surnames, of persons equal 
iln number to the number of persons to be elcc,tcd as co1.moil1ors, 
being persons who are qualified to be so. elected and who have con­
sented to the inclusion of their names in the list as· candidates for 
election, together with the address and occupation of each such per-
son. 
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( 4) Each list of candidares shall be accompanied hy a statu­
tory declaration, in the prescribed form, by each person named therein 
as a canidida.te of his qua!ificat�ons and consent, made b1..·fore a justice 
of the peace, a commissioner of oaths or other person authorised by 
law to administer an oath in the place where the declaration is made. 

(5) Each list of candidates shall bear a title ·selected by the
persons by whom it is submitted. 

( 6) No person shall be a candidate on more than one list of
candidates and no person ·shall be a signatory to more than one list. 

(7) For the avoidance of doubt it is declared that a person
1.nay be a signatory to a list of candidates notwithstanding that he is 
named ther.ein as a candidate. 
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45. The persons submitting a list of candidates may nomm- R.evresent-
t . t d t , . 

f h 1· d h 
,alll.ves of a e any reg1s ere vo er as r.epresentative o t e 1st an anot er as lists. 

deputy representative and -

(a) where neither a representative nor a depwty repre­
sentative is ,so nominated, the persons· whose sig­
natures appear first and second in the 5ubmission
shall be deemed to have been nominated as repre­
sentative and deputy representative, respectively;

(b) where ·a repn�sentative is not so nominated, the person
nominated as deputy representative shall be deemed
to have been nominated as repres·entative and the
person ( other than the person nominated as deputy
representative) whose signature appears first in the
submission shall be deemed to have been nominated
as deputy representative; and

(c) where a deputy representative is not so nominated,
the person ( other than the person nominated as
repr,esentative) whose signature appears first in the
submission shall be deemed to have been nominated
as deputy representative.

4·6. ( 1) On receipt of the lists of candidates the returning officer Defective 

shall examine them for the purpose of ascertaining whether they havelista. 
been submitted in accordance with the provisions of section 44 and if 
it appears to him that a list of candidates is defective, that is to say, 
that the li·st or its submission does not comply in all respects with the 
requirements of subsections (1), (2), {3), (4) and (5) of section 44 or 
bears a misleading title, he shall, not later than the 21st day before 
election day, so inform the representative and the deputy representa-
tive of the list, specifying the defects: 

Provided that if the list does not bear a title the returning officer 
may, if it seems to him just and proper to do so, instead of treating 
the list as defective, allocate a title thereto. 

(2) If the name of any person appears as a candidate on two
or more lists of candidates the returning officer shall -

(a) not later than the 21st day before election day in­
inform the repres·entatives and deputy representa­
tives of the lists concerned; 

(1b) delete the name of that person from any list on 
which the returning officer is satisfied he did not 
consent to the inclusion of his name; 

( c) delete his name from ,each list on which it appears
if the returning officer is satisfied that he consented
to the inclusion of his name on mor.e than one list.

( 3) If the name of any person appears as a signatory to the
submission o.f more than one list, his signature shall be inoperative 
on any list other than the one first delivered to the returning officer 
and the returning officer shall delete his name from every other list, 
and if by reason of such 4eietion it appears to the returning officer 
that any list is defective in that there remain less than the r,equired 
numb�r of signatories thereto, such list shall be treated as defective. 
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4 7. The representative and deputy representative of a list of 
candiclntcs, or either of them, may, not later than the 20th day before 
election day, submit to the returning officer corrections of any defects 
in the list (whether or not those defects arc defects which have been 
notified under section 46).

48. ( 1) The representative and deputy representative of a list of
candidates, or either of them, may, not later than the 21st day before 
election day, make application in writing addressed to the returning 
officer for the allocation of a symbol which shall be a symbol approved 
by the Chief Election Officer. 

(2) Applications for symbols shall be considered by the Chief
Election Olficer in the order in which they have been received but no 
right shall be conferred by priority of application to the allocation of 
the �ymbol f ,.H whkh application i5 made or for any partiicular 
symbol. 

49. ( 1) Subject to the prov1s1ons of section SO, no list of can­
didates shall be valid unless it has been approved by the returning 
officer not later than the 20th day before election day. 

( 2) If it appears to the returning officer that a list of candi­
dates is not defective or that defects in it have been cured by correc­
tions �ubmitted in accordance with section 4 7, he shall approve it and 
affix thereto the symbol duly allocated by the Chief Election Officer, 
and if it appears to the r.eturning officer that a defective list has not 
been corrected, he shall refuse to approve it. 

(3) Not later than the 20th day before election day, the re­
turning officier 1�ha1l notify ihe representative and deputy repr�scntative 
of each list that the list is or is not approved and shall publicly de­
clare the titles of the approved lists and the names of candidates 
thereon. 

(4) The refusal of the returning officer to approve a list shall 
not be called in question except by appeal under isection 50, Lind the 
approval of a list lby the returning officer shall not be called iu question 
except in accordance with the provisions of Part IV. 

50 ... CJ) Where the rctur�ing officer has refused to approve a lis�
of c;�nd1dates� the representative and deputy representative of the list, 
or either of them, may, not later than the 20th day before election 
day appeal against such refusal to the magistrate of the judicial dis­
trict in which are situated the offices of the council. 

. (�) Tl�e f!lagistrate shall l�car the appeal and deliver judge­
ment w1thm such time before cleotton d�1y as will e.nable the retu m­
ing officer duly to comply with the requirement of section 51 relating 
to publication of the list; and the judgment of the magistrate shaJJ not" 
be subject to appeal. 

(3) The magi·strate may -
(a) dismiss the appeal;
( b) approve the list to which the returning officer has

refused to give his approval; or
( c) approve th.at list with such modifications as to the

magistrate may seem ju::t
and when the magistrate approves a list, with or without modification, 
the list as approved by him shall have effect as if it had been approved 
hy the returning officer under section 49. 

51. The returning officer shall, not later than the 18th day
before election day, cause a notice to be published of the titles and 
symbols of the lists ·approved by him or the magistrate, as the case 
may be, and the names of the candidates on those lists. 

52. A list of carididates n1ay be withdrawn by notice in writ-
ing addressed to the returning officer and signed by both the represen­
tative and deputy representative of the list: 
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Provided that a list shall not be withdrawn after the returning 'i officer has notified the representative and deputy representative thereof that it has been approved. 

Death oi: 53. ( 1) If a person whose name is included in a list of ca ndi­
�itlH�i���l:late. dates which has been submitted to the returning officer dies, or, by notice in writing ·signed by him and addresseq and delivered to the returning officer, withdraws his candida:ture, his name shall be d'dcted from the list and, if the list has already been published, the returning officer shall cause notification of the deletion to be published: 

Provided that where the name of a person is the only name originally included in or remaining in the list of candidates, that per­son shall not withdraw his candidature unless his notice of withdrawal is deliv.ered to the returning officer not later than the 19th day before election day. (2) Where by reason of the death of a candidate or by .reason of the withdrawal of a candidate in accordance with subsection· ( I ) no names remain on 2. list of candidates such list shali (:ease 1:0 have e ffect. 
Etei.:tion . . 54. If onll one list of candidates has been approved, the
.\�i. �1,:�g!�� persons whose names appear on the list shall be deemed to have been 
list. elected as councillors; and the returning officer shall publicly declan:, 

1Appointment 
,1f election 
agents. 

Appoint­
ment of_ 
assistant 

agents, 
cou,nting 
agents, 
and 
polling 
.igt'nts. 

their election and cause notice thereof to be published. 
AGENTS 

55. (1) The representative of each list of candidates shall ·lll�t later than the 21st lday before election day give notice in writing to the returning officet, appointing himself or some other person to be tlhc d1cction agent of the candidates in t� list and if the appoint­ment of an election agent is revoked or the .election agent dies an<l no further appointment is made, the representative of the list of c1n­didates shall be deemed to· have been appointed to be the electi:in agent of the candidates. 
( 2) The returning officer shall cause a notice to be publishedof the name and address of the person appointed or deemed to he appointed as election agent. 

56. ( 1) An elJction agent may appoint not more than oneassistant agent and· not more than one counting agent; and he may further appoint foJ each polling place not more than one polling agent. 1 ( 2) Notice in wntmg of every appointment of an assistantagent, counting age t and polling agent, stating the name and addrt'ss of the person appointed shall be given not later· than the 5th dav before ekctio!Il day by the -electit,n agent ,to 1bhe returning officer. (3 ·, The re urning officer s}mll upon receiving a notice o1 �m �tppointmcnt df an assistant agent publish notice of the name and addri�ss of the per�, - n appointed. ( 4) Upon he revocation of the appointment, or upon thedeath o[ an assistan :1gent, counting agent or polling agent the election agent shall forthwi h give notice in writing thereof to the returning officer and shall g ve notice in writing of any further appointment made in accordanc with subsicction (2): 
Provjded th:tt the appointment of an a:��sistant a_r'l:nt; countirn� agent or polling ag ·nt !-,lhall not be vacated solely by -reason of the revocation of tht a pointmenrt or th1e death of the election agen1t who appoinrtied him. 

i 5} :Nothir . rn this section shaJl preclude the appointment of a person as poHing agent for two or more polling places or as botih assistant agent and ccvmting agent, or as both assistant and pulling agent, or ns both co mting agent {1nd poUing agefllt or a:s assistant agem, counting agent, an polling agent. 
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57. (l) E\'ery dection agent may act by his assistant agent; and
anything done for the purposes of this Part by an assistant agenit shall 
be deemed to hav<! been· done by the elcctiou.1 agent. 

(2) Any act or defa�lt by an 0ssistant1 agent which, if he
were an election agent ., 

would be an i11egal pra,tjtice or other offenc� 
under this Part, shall be an illegal practice or odler offence und�r this 
Part rnmmjttJed by the assi:stant1 agent who shall be Hable to punishment 
accordingly. 

( 3) Where in this Part any action or thing is required to be
done in the presence of candidates, polling agents or counting agen.ts 
the non-attendance of any such candidate, polling agent or �oU/lllting 
agmt at the time and place appointed for the purpose shall not, if 
any act or thing is otherwise properly done, invalidate tlh� act or 
thing done. 

58. Where any corrupt or illegal pmctire or any il1ega1 pay-
mant, employment or hir,ng. or ofher offcnoe under this Part is proved 
to have been committed by an election agent or assistant agent with 
thie coos:ent or connivance of a candidate, such candidates shall also 
be deemed to have been guilty ·of ·sucih corrupt or i'.llegal practice 
or illegal payment, employ1ment or hiring or Q'tiher offcncre. 

ENTITLEMENT TO VOTE 

59. (1) A registered voter for the local authority area shall be
entitled to vote at an election if he complies with the provisions of 
this Part and wrnh requirements made and directions given therellllder. 
and if the presiding officer of th� polling place at which he applies 
for a ha�Jot paper· is satisfied as to the matters specified in subseQtJion 
( 1 ) of section 40. 

(2) No person shall be entitled to vot� at an election unless
he 1s entitled to do so under subs,ec.tion (1). 

( 3) Every regi.sitcred voter who votes at an eledtiou shall,
subject ·to the prm·isions of this Part relating t1o voting by proxy. and 
to the marking of ballot papers oin behalf of blind and incapacitated 
voters, vote in' person. 

( 4) Without prejudice to the provisions of this Part relating
to voting as a proxy on behalf of other registered voters and to thie 
marking of baJlot papers on be;ha1f of blind and incapacitated voters, 
no registerciJ voter shall vote more than once art thie election. 

60. ( 1) A registered voter for t11e local authority ar�a shall be
entitleld Ito vote ( wh�ther in person or a'.s a proxy o.n behalf of another 
voter or in the manner otherwise provided by this Ac:t) at the p,.llling 
place where is displayed the official list of voters or p�rt thereof, as 
the case may ·be, on which his name appears; and no registered voter 
shall, subjeqt to ithie provisions of section 61, be entitled to vote (either 
in person or as a proxy on behalf of another voter) at any other polling 
plac-e. 

(2) The official lisit of voters shall be the register of voters
for the local authority area. 

61 . A registered voter who in the local authority area in 
which he is registered, is employed as -an efocttion officer or memher 
of the Police Force for a purpose connected ·with the election at a 
polling place other than that at which he is autl1oriscd under sub­
section ( 1) of section 60 to vote, may VO!tc .:.at 11he polling place where 
he is so employed it� not later than the day before election day,, he 
obtains from the rnturnina officer a certificate undtcir his hand. in the 
prescribed form mnhorising him to vote at that polling place:, which 
certificate shall Slate the name of the voter. the number of his identi­
fication card and the fact that he is to be ···so employed. 
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62.( 1) The followinu reoistered voters shall be ernt1tleu to apply Entitlernen,t ·. . •-· o to apply ,to to vote by proxy:-- vote by proxy.

(a) members of the Police Force, the Spocial Service Unit
and the Guyana Defence Force;

l h) members of a t0wn ccmsta.bulary and rural constables; 
( c) employ"'�cs of t?1e Transport anrd Harbours Department

engaged in running trains and vessels;
( d) candidates;
( e) dedtion officers and their staff;
(f) persons ilnable or u111likdy to re able by reason of

blindness or other physicnt infirmity to travel to the
poJiing place at which they are_ entitled to vot,e or, if
able so to travel, to vote unaided;

(g) persons for whom it is likely to be impractica:,Je, ��
seriously inconvenient, iby reason of the general nature
of their occupation, seirv,ice or emp1oymen.t or for
other good cause, to go in person to the po'lling place

· at which they are entitled to vote.

(2) Not n1ore than one person �hall be appointed to vote �s
a proxy on behalf of any one registered voter. 

0-) No person �hall be appointed to vote as a p.roxy-
(a) on behalf of another rcgiSitercd- voter unless he is

himsdf a registered vote-r for the local authoriity area,
who is entitled to vote :ait the same pol'1ing pl.ice as
that at which the rel!istcred voter on whose hehalf
his :1ppointment is s·�ught is entitled to vote�

( b) for more than tlucic registered voters.

( 4) A registered voter voting as a proxy on behalf of another
regisitered voter shall do so at th� same polling place and at the same 
time as he vote·s on his. own behalf. 

63. Every application for the appointment of a rcgist�red Requirements 
vdter to vote as a proxy shall h� - of application 

for appoint­
ment of prolly. (a) h1 writing in the prescribed form and acco1mpanied

by any document which may b� pres·cribed;
(b) nddrcs'ied .uid sent t0 the returnillg officer so as to

h.e received by him not later than the 7th day before
election day;

( c) acco11.1pa11ied by the consent in. writing of the regis-·
tered voter named as proxy 1therein �o his appoint­
ment.

64. ( 1 ) 1f u returning o1ficcr is satisfied that ,an application for Notice or
lthe appointment of another reoistered voter to vote as a proxy on ap11ointment · · o as proxy and behalf of the applicant has been duly ,Siubmitted in accordance with ti�t _or 
the provisions of section 63 by a registered voter entitled to apply to proxies. 

vote by proxy and that the person whose appointment is sought is 
entitled to volte us a proxy on behalf of the applicant and consents 
to his appointment, he shall issue to thr1t person a ndtice of appoin.tment 
as a proxy in the prescribed form and shall notify the applicant 
accordingly. 

( 2) if the returning oificer reftise1s the application he shall
notify !the applicant of his refusal i1nd of his rea.sons !therefor; and the 
decision of the returning officer shall be final. 

(3) The returning officer shail keep a list of proxies which
shall be in the prescribed form and which shalJ se-t out the names, 
add�sses and the serial :n uml.Y-c:rs of the identification oards of t!he 
registered voters for whom proxies have been appointed and of th\! 
registered volte.rs who have been appointed to vote as proxies on 
their behalf. 
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65. A 1cgistercd voter may cancel the appointment of anotherperson to vote as a proxy on his behalf 'by giving notice in wr�tinf!; in the pl'l!Scribed for·m all1d addressed and sent to tlhc returning officorso that the notice of cancellation 'is rnceived by the r'l!turning officernot later fthan the 7th day before efootio:n day; anld thereupon thenotice of appointment shafl be void and the returning officer shall--
( a ) so notify the reg:istcre,d v"1:cr whose appointm�ntas a proxy is c:runccllcd; 
(b) delete the names of both regi�tcrod voters from thelist of proxies. 

PREPARATION FOR THE POLL
66. ( l) Whenever two or more. lists arc published under s\...�tion5 I the retur·ning officer shall, not later tha,h the I Otih day befom electiondray, cause to be pub1ishcd-

(a) a no1tice oi poll which shall be in the prcscri1"�d formand which shaU specify-
(i) the day on and the hours between which thepoll wiJl be taken;· 
(ii) th10 si1tuation of each polling place;

(b) a copy of each 1i,<;.t of candidates published in accord­ance with section 51; 
( c) a copy of the official list of voters.

(2) The hours between which :the poU ·s,haill be takc.n shallbe from 6 o'clock in the forenoon until 6 o'cJock in the afternoonat all polling places unless the Chief Election Officer shall appoint differcJ]t hours. being twclYc consecutive hours, for any pol.ling place.
67. Where more than one poI1ing place is estahlisheJ !thereturning ofliccr sha1J divide the otiiciaJ Jist of voters into a� manyparts ,�s there are polling places and. shall assign to oach poUing plarethe part relating to that po1Iing place. 

68. Where more than one po1Iing place is established, thereturning officc,r shali cause 3 copy of ;that part of the official .list ofvoters to be displayed at the polling place to which it relates.
69. The returning officer shall before ekction day cause everypolling pJace to be prodded with-

(a) such doors, barriers, tables, chairs and other conven­iences as are necessary or das.irabl� for impfomentingthis Part; 
(b) such number of compartments as are necessary ordesirable and in which rogisrercd voters can votefree from observation. 

70. The Chief Election Officer shall cause to be printed andsent to th'l: returning officer before election day a sufficient number ofthe following documents--

( a) dircations .for voting in the prescribed form;
(,b) ballot papers, in the prescribed form;
( c) tendered ballot papi;:rs, in the prescribed fonn.

7 I. ( 1 ) Every haJiot paper �hall -

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

contain, serially numbered on the left hand side andin aiphabeticaf order of the initial- letteTs of the tiltleof each list of candidates, the. initial letters, title andsymbol of each list of candidaites; 
be capable of being folded up;
be attached to a counterfoil bearing, printed on the face, a serial number and the· words and dots"Vorer's number ...•........ ·, 
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( 2) In the printing o.f the ballot paper-
( a) no 'letter, word, or design shall be printed on the

face ,�xcept the initial lietters, titles and symboJ1s of
the lists of candidates;

(b) no rnle shall be printed on the face except th� hori­
zontal rules separating the particuflars of the lists of
candidates from one anobhier and the vertical rules
separating those particulaI'is from the numbers on the
left hand side and from the spaces on the right whe�
the ,svmbols are c.:hown and separating the spaces for
symho'ls from the spaces on th�ir right w1htre the
vote is to be marked;

ic.) the whole space between the top and bottom of the 
paper shall be equally divided be,tween the lists of 
candidate,� by rules separating their particulars; 

( d) the initial tetters of each list of candidates shall bt�
printed in large capitals and the full titles of 1�ach list
in ,small capitals.

( 3) Tendered ballQt papers shall be of a different colour from
ordjnary ballot papers but. subjtct to such difference of colour, the 
provisidns of this section shall app1ly to tendered ballot papers as 
they do to ordinary ballot papers. 

485 

72. ( 1) The returning officer shall supply to each presiding officer Supplies 

the foHowino. ·- of e1e
_
ction 

. :::- · materral. 

(a) a suHiC'ient numxrr of ballot papers and tendered bal-

(b) 

(c) 
(d) 

(c) 

{f) 

(g) 

(h) 

lot papers, together with a staticment showing the
1)umbe11s. supplied and their serial numbers;
a sufficient nuimher of copies of the directions for
voti:ng:
a sufficient number of copies of this Act;
a suificien(t number of copies ,of the official lis,t of
voters or part thereof, as the case may require, con-
taining the names of the registeired voters entitled to
vot:e at the polling place;
a sufficient number of copies of the list of proxies;
a ballDt box and materials for affixing thereto or
1s:tamping thereon the seal of the presiding officer;
the several forms of oaths to be ad,ninistered to re.Q-
iste:red voters;

-

a poll book;
(·i) lfille necessary envelopes and such. other forms and

supplies as may be authorised or furnished by 
the Chief Election Officer; 

(i) a suffici�nt number of copies of each list of candidates
pub'li.shed in -accordance with section 5tt.

(2) The ballot box shall be of convenient siz� and so con­
structed that the ba]lot papers can be placed the.rein, but cannot be 
withdrawn therefrom, without the box being unlocked. 

(3) The poll bo"ok shall be in the pI.1escribed form ..

73. . The presiding· otlicer of each polling pJace shall before Dis ta 

the opening of the po11 post up in a conspicuous position 0u'tside the of 1lst/ 
Polling place a copy of- of candi-

datl's 

(a) the directions for voting;
(b) the lists of candidates published m accordance with

section 51.

: . 74.' The preisiding o1Jicer of each po11ing place shaJl, until custody thie opening of the poll, keep the <locumen.11::s supplied to him in prur� of ele�tion 

f ct. 72 ( h t... h · d material. suance o se . 10n ot er t1ran t ose reqmre to be posted ur by 
section 73) focked in the b�ot box or other depository and shall talre 
�very precaution to prevent any person having unauthorised access 
thereto. 
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THE POLL 

75. The poll shall be taken at each polling place 011 election
day in accordance with thie. provisions of this Part during the hours 
specified in tihe no tic.\:} of po11: 

Provided that if al jthe hour o( the c]osin;g of the poll there are 
any rcgMercd vo�c.rs waiting at the poUing place to vote, the poll 9ha11 
remain open for sufficient time _to enable those votors to vqte. 

76. ( l) The dcctiO!n a�.nt of each group of candidatl:!IS may
appoint one of the candidaites to alttend the poll at a polling 1llace. 

( 2) Noitke in writing of the appointment of a candidate under
this section, stating his nante and address, shall be signed hy the e.lcction 
agent and dclivC11 1cd to the returning officer not later than the 7th dny 
before election day. 

( 3) TJ1ere �.hall not be more than one candidate appointed
under this section uf the same list of candidates for ,any onic po11ing 
p]ace.

( 4) A candidate may be appointed under this section for two
or more polling p]a,ce,s. 

. '77. At the �our Si�ccifi�d in the notice of poJI for the opening
of t�e poJI �e pres1?mg officer, m the pres�ncc of such persons, if any 
(bemg persons entitled to ente·r t.hc pollmg p}a:cc) as arc present, 
shall-

(a) open the balJot box and ensure llhat there arc not
. ballot papers or other papers therein;

(b) lock the ballot box, retain the keiy thereof and place
his seal upon the ballot box in such manner as to
prevent it being opened without breaking the seal;

( c) place the ballot box on a table in full view of all
present where it shall remain until the poll is. oJoscd;

( d) call Hpon the rcgister'cd voters for the local authority
aren to vote.

78. ( 1) Each applicant to vote shall, upon entering the room
where the po11 is lhdd. state to the poll cl�rk his n�me, addn�s and 
occupation and hand to him-

( a) his i ndentification card ( if any);

( b) if he has been appointed to vote as a proxy oo. behalf
of a registered voter, the identification card (if any)
of that voter and his notice of appointment to vote
as proxy;

(c.1 if he claim� to be entitled to vqte at the po11ing place 
by virtue of section 6 J, his rer:tificate of. 1employment. 

( 2) The po11 cJcrk �hall ascc.rt.ain if the name of the applicant
and toot of any regilstcrcd voter on whose bcha:lf he holds a in�ice of 
appointment to voile as a proxy appear in the official list of voters 
or part thereof for the polling plare. 

(3) Whc,re. there is contaiued in the onicial list of voters or
part thereof. a name or other particulars which correspond so d<JSiely 
with the nam� or other particulars cntc.red on the identification oard 
of an applicant to vote as to suggest that the entry in the official 
Jist or part thereof is intcncJed to refer to him, the applicant shaU, 
upon taking an oath of identity in t'he prescribed. form, he deemed to 
be the pers'On so named in the official list or part thereof. 

( 4) Where rn1 applicant to vote hands to the polJ derk both
h.iJs identification card and his certificate of employment, the po11 clerk 
shall add his name to the officia·l list of voters or par+t: th�redf and 
sli•c:Jl make an appropriate entry in the pol) book. 
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(5) The poll clerk shall, after the foregoing provisions of
this section !have b�en ,complied with, return to the ,appHcant the idenlti­
t�cation card ( it a1ny) tog�ther with any other documents he may have 
received and direct hj1m to hand the same to the presiding officer and 
apply to him for a ballot paper. 

( 6) .Anytl1ing in the other provisions of this Act to the con-­
tr:.iry notwithstanding the presiding officer or �he, poll ch:rk may dis­
pense with the production of an identif idation card if he is satisfied 
that an appHcant to 'i()te is the person whose: nam� appears on :the 
official list of voters and in such case he shall require tlhe applicant 
to take and subscribe before him an oath of identity in the prescribed. 
form. 

79. ( 1) Upon receipt of the identification card (if any) and other tDut� ?f
d II-

• (s· f . 78 d 1· iprcs1drng 
ocuments pursuant to su,,section ) o. sed1on an upon app 1c- officer 

ation made to him for n hallot paper th� preisid�ng officer shall !S,�tisfy ����
n
afgt 

himself as to the following-- ballot 

(a) that the 3pplicant has no,t already voted jn the local
au�hority area;

(b) the identity of the app]icant and his entitlement to
vote at rthe po1ling place;

( c) the authority of the applicant to vote as a proxy on
behalf of another regjs��red voter (jf he applies so
to vote).

(2) For the purposes of subsection (I) the presiding officer,
in so far as fue following 1a·re applicab�c to the applicant, may--

(a) :examine the applicant's fingers to ascertain if there
appears oo them any is,tain of e:lectoral ink�

(b) compare the signature of the applicant with that on
his identification card;

( c) compare any phofograph on his identificat,ion cmd
with his face;

( d) compare the thumb-print or other finger-print recorded
on his identification card with tlmt of the appJicant;

( e) compare the height recorded on his identification card
with that of the ,1pplica111t;

(f) examine his notiec of appointment (if any) to vote
as a proxy on behaH of another registered voter;

(g) make snch further comparisons as ar� reasonably
necessary between the particulars recorded on his
identification card and thos·e of the applicant.

An applicant shall "�omply wjth isuch requirements of the pre­
siding officer for the examination of his fingers, the takin� and record­
ing of his thumb or finger print, of his signature and of his height, and 
shaH answer such questions as t11e presiding officer may ask which arc, 
rearnnably necessary to ask for the purposes of subsection ( l ) . 

p�er 

80. ( 1) The presiding officer shali refuse to issue a ballot paper to Issue of 

any applicant therefor who doc1s not hand to him his 1dentific1.tion card ballot 

and dtiher documents as direc.h�d under suhseq"tion (5) of section 78 paper. 

and he shall refuse to issue a ballot paper to any applicant if he is 
not satisfied as required by subsection ( 1 ) of seation 79 but if such 
identification card and other documents are handed to him and he is 
so s0rtisfied he shall-

( a) deliver to the applicant a ballot paper stamped with
the official mark;

(b) enter on the coun1terfoil of tihe ballo,t paper thic serh1l
number o.: the 1registered voter on ,t!he official list of
voters;

( c) add to his copy of the official l isrt of voters or part
thereof !the name of a registered voter who has pro­
duced to him a certificate of employment;
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(cl) place a mark on his copy of the official list of voters
or part thereof, to shq_w that a ballot paper has been
delivered to the applicant but without showing the 
particular ballot paper issued; · · 

(1t)) return to the applicant his identification card, ( if any) 
and al!so, ii he has 'been appointed to vote as. a proxy 
on behalf of another rei.!istered voter. the identification 
card (if any) of that vot�r� 

(2) lf the applicant has bcon appointed to vote as a proxy
on behalf of another rcgiste,red voter .the priosiding officer shall-

(a) clcJiver to him, in addition to his own ballot paper,
a ballot paper for each n,gistered voter on whose
behalf he has been appointed to vote ,as a proxy and
shaII enter on the counterfoil of such ballot pa�r th�
num her on the 0ffidal fist of votc1rs of t!hc rcgister·ed
voter on behalf of whom he has been appointed and.
place a mark as proscribed by paragraph (d) of sub­
•scclion (1) on his copy of the· official Jis,t of vot�rs
or part thereof, to show that a ballot paper ,has been
issued on behalf o[ each such rcgi�tcred vut1e1r;

(h) retain the notice of appointment to vote as proxy
nf the voter.

8 I. ( 1) The presiding oJficer shalt ensure that the registered voter 
understands huiw and ·where to place his mark ( without in1dicating that 
t!he voter •should vote for any particular list of candidates) and 'how 
to fold thie ballot paper and shall direct him to return with it \vhen 
marked, folded as shown. 

( 2) The registered voter 1shall enter one of the poUing com­
partments and there record his vote by secretly marking his ballot 
paper within the space opposite the name and symbol of the list of 
candidates for whom 1he wfrhcs to vote and �hia11 th10n fold his ballot 
paper so as '10 conceal the vote; and i[ he has been appoi111ted to 
vote as a proxy he shall record the vote of the ·re�iste1:ed voter on 
whose behalf he has been so appointed, for the list of candidates for 
whom that voter wish,')s to v0tc by sccreitly marking, in the manner 
aforcsc:tid, t1he hallot paper issuc<l to him for t!hat voter and sha]I then 
similarly fold that ba11ot paper. 

(3) The regis,tcred voter sharH, having recorded h.b vutc (and
if such be the case that of a registered voter for · whom he has been 
appointed a proxy), show the folded ballot papeir ( or papers) to the 
presiding officer so af to disc:Jose the official mark appearing on ithc 
reverne ,thercoif and :�haJl place it ( or them) so folded in the ballot 
box in the prcs'ernce of the pncsiding officer: 

Provided that the pr\!sidiing uHicer, shall not permit any regisb�['eu 
voter whether voting on his own behalf or as a proxy on behalf. \)'f 
anothb registered vol:cr to put a ballot paper in ·the· ballot box unless, 
in,mediately before he does �o. one of his fingers ha1s been stained by 
immersion in a container of electoral ink. 

( 4) Notwithstanding the provision of the proviso to .subsection
(3), where the presiding officer is satisfied that a. reg,istcr,ed votc1r is 
suficring from an injury to any finger of such a. nature �1.S to ricnd�r
it uindcrsirable for ,that finger to he 1stained with e'lectoml mk, he shall 
not :rlcquire that finger to he stained but shall stain another finger .. 

( 5) lf a re2:is,tercd voter fails or refuses to comply with a
lawful requirement �f th� pvesiding o1liccr f�r the staining of .one of
his finge,rs 1:he presiding oflioer shall orda hun �� return to him �:ny
ballot paper issued to him and to leave the ipollmg place forthw1th;
and the presiding officer shall destroy any ballot paper so retur?ed and 
make an entry in the poll book a.s to Ill.he faict:s of such fa1lure or
refLsal. 

( 6) A regis,iercd voter who rduses or fails to return a ba:llot
paper when so ord_crcd under subsection ( 5) sha]} be gt,ilty of an 
offence .. 
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( 7) A registered voter who has inadvertenitly denlt with a
ballot paper in such manner that it cannot conveniently be used as a 
valid /ballot paper may, on deliver�ng such bal.lot pape,r to the presiding 
oflioer and after satisfying him that it has b�en spoiled by inadver­
tence, obtain another bal'.lot paper �n i�s. place and the spoiled ballot 
paper ·and its counterfoil �hall b� marked cancdle,d. 

( 8) A registered rnter shall not :show the marks which he
has placed on his ballot paper to any person and if hie does so the 
ballot paper shall be treated as a spoiled ballot paper: 

· Provided that ·th� provis.ions of this subsection shall not apply
if a regi1S11.lered voter shOlws. a ballot p:tptr to the presiding olli.cc-r solely 
for the purpos� of ascertaini:ng if he has carried out his duUies correctly. 

( 9) A registered vot,er shaH vote without delay and shall
leave the polling place as soon as h� has pult his ballot paper and 
that of any perscin on who5e bethalf he has voted as a proxy in ·the 
baUot box. 

( IO) Whcm�ver in the opinion o[ the presiding officer a regis­
tericd voter does not ulndcr;�tand the .language spoken ,to him he may 
appoint and swear, in the prescribed form, an interpreter; and the 
interpreter so sworn shall be the means of communication between the 
pre�iding officer and 1.he registered voter with regard to ali mattcTs 
required to enaib)e the registered voter to vote. 

82. ( l) The presiding officer shall, on the a;pplioation of any re,g- iHfoul and 

i1stered voter who is incapadtated by blindness or otl�e.r physical ca.use ti;:1l��paci­

from voting in the mnnner pr�scribed by 1sect1on 81 nnd who tak�s voLers. 
an oath in the prescribed form, mark the baillot paper of such vote.r 
in 'his presc-nce arrd in the manner di1•ected by him. 

(2) The presiding c1licer may, at the reqrneist of any registered
voter incapacitated in rhie manner prescribed by subsection ( I ) and 
who hi,1s taken the oath prescribed pursuant to that ttubsection aind 
is ·accomp:mi,ed by a frieind, permit such fri�nd, if :he i� a registered 
vote1r entitled to vote at the polling p'lace, immediat1dy after he has. 
voted on his own behalf, and notwithstanding 'that his finger 'has h�en 
immersed in electoral ink, to accompany the registered voter into the 
voting compartm�nt anci mark his ballot paper for him: 

Provided that no person may mark the iba:llot paper of more 
than one registered votic!T as his friend undc·r thjs �.J:bs,xtion or mark 
such ballot paper unless he first takes an oath in the prescrihed form. 

( 3) Whenever the ball qt pap�r of a reig�s,tercd voter has been
marked in accordance with thrs section, the poll clerk shaII ent0r in 
the poll book opposite the name of th� regisrte,J1e.d voter the fact 
�hat the ballot p::tpcr was so marked, the re1aro1n therefor a1nd� if 
mark,ed by a friend, the name and the _number in the official lis,t of 
voters of th:.Jt friend. 

fc3. ( l) If an applicant to vot1c represents himself to be :.i regis- Tt>ndercu 

tered voter whos� name ,appears on the officiall list of v0ters or part ,!�:!!��s and 
fhen�of for a pollmg place. and then� nas alrnaldly lbeen placed a mark entries in . ' h f } J,i "d" ffi , f h poll hnnk. agam:1t t .e name o su:;; 1 voter oin t ne pres1 mg o oer s ccpy o sue 
list or part thereof, the pre�iding offirer shall issue to sucth 3pplicant 
a tendered balbt paper if-

( a) the applicant hands to him his identification card;
( h) the appl ic:mt takes an oath of identity in the pre­

scribed form; and

{c) The pr,esidill\g officer is satisfied as to the matters s•ct 
out in subsection ( l ) of :section 79. 

(2) A. tendered ba11ot paper sha1l not be put in the ballot
box butt shall be gi�cn to the presiding officer and en!dorscd by him 
wi�h the name of the reQistePed voter and his number in the. official 
list of voters; and the tendered ballot ,paper shall be set aside m 
a separate packet and shall not be couated by 1the retuming ofiicer. 
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(3) The pc.JI dcrk ·shaM enter in the .poll book _the _name o�
every registered voter Ito ,vhom a tendered 1ballot paper 1s given and
a note of his having mark:cd ;.suoh ballot paper.

( 4) The poll clerk shall-
( a) rnake in the ooll book sHch entries as arc required by

this Part or directed by the presiding officer�
(b) enter in the poJJ book the word "SWORN.' oppostte

•:he name of each registered vioLcr to whom. any oath
is administered and "REFUSED TO BE SWORN"'
or "REFUSbD TO ANSWER" opposite the name
of each vegistercd voter who has refused <to take an
oath or who has refused to answer �my question when
legally so required.

84. ( 1) Every pe1son specified in paragraph (b) of subsection
( I ) of section 86 a:ttending the po1'ling place sham maintain and aid in 
maintaining the secrecy of .the voting and shall not, except for a pur­
pose authorised by law, c<.�mmunicatc to any person before the: poll 
is clooc,d any information as to-

( a) the name of any registered voter who has er has not
:applied for a ballot paper or voted whether on his
own behalf or as a proxy on behalf of another reg­
istered voter;

(b) the m1mbcr in the official ·list of voters of any
registered voter who, or whose proxy on his behalf,
has or has not applied for a ha 1 lot paper or voted;

( c) the official mark.
(2) No perso:1 shaU-

(a) except in the performance of his duty under this Part
interfere with or atlc,mpt to interfere with a r�gistered
voter when casting his vote or. as a proxy. that o[
anothe-r registered voter�

(b) obtain or ·attempt to obtain in a. polling place informa­
tion as to the list of candidates for whom a rcgii91:ered
voter in that poJ:ling p1acc is about to vote or has
voted either oin his own behalf or as a proxy on be­
half of another rcgis��'cred vote:r;

( c) communicate at any time to any person any informa­
tion obtained in a polling place as to th� lis·t of candi­
dat�s for whom a registered voter in t1hat po11ing
place is about to vote or has voted �ith�r or.. his own
behalf or as a proxy on behalf of another registcre<l
voter;

( d) directly or indirectly i nducc a registered voh�r to dis­
play his ballot paper or that of another rcg,�stercd
Yoter for whom he has voted a,s a proxy aftcT he has
marked it, so as to make known the list of candida.te5
for whid1 I1e l,as or has nol voted either on his. own
behalf or (ln behalf of a registered voter for whom
he has voted as a proxy.

(3) No person having undertaken to a�sist a registered voter
inciapadtated by bI.indne.ss or other phy;s.icai cause to vote shall com­
municate at any time to any pet;son any informatioo as to the list of 
candidates for whom dtat volter intends to vote or 1has votl!d. 

( 4) Any person \Vho contravenes any of the provisions of this
soction shall be guii1tiy of rnn offence. 

85. (1) Ne person 1sihall unywhcn..., within a distance o( two hun­
dred yards of a polJing place a1nnoy, molest or otherwise inh!rfcrc with 
a registered voter or a'ttempt to obtain any infonnation as to 'bhc Iis.t 
of candidates for whom any registered voter in the -poHino n]ace is 
abolllt to vote or has voted either on his own behalf or a: ;1 proxy 
on behalf of another registered voter. 
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(2) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this
sec6on sha'II be guilty of an olknce. 

· 
. . . Preserva-

86. (I) The prnsidino office,r may, for the purpose of mamtail)Ing tion ot 
. ] e order at order at the poHhng pace - polling 

ca) regulate: l.hc admission of applicants to vote and may,
if he deems it advisable, direct tihat nol more than 
,me registered voter for each compartment �hall at 
the same time i.·nter the room where the poU is hdd; 

, h) exclude mil other pep;ons except -

( i) the Minister;
(ii) 1he Chief Election Officer;
(iii) _ the election officers;
(iv) cc1ndiclate�: appointed under section 76 tn at­

tend the poll;
(v l polling agents for the polling place; 
(vi) members of the Police Force on ciuty;

. , vii ) eli�ctic:n age1llit-; � 
{viii) assi!-tant agents; 

place. 

( c) issue such directions as may be necessary for such
purpose.

( 2) If any person ! whet.her ent1itkd to enter or not) miscon­
ducts himself at a pol'iing place or fai1s to o'bey any lawful direction, 
requirement or order of the presiding officer, whether given or made 
under this or any other section, he may immediately by order of the 
prcisiding c,fficer, be removed thrrefrom by a tJlember of the Police 
Fare� or by any otiher pt:irson aurthoriseJ in writing by tihe pn:sid'ini� 
officer to remove him, and the ,person �o removed 9hall not with.out 
the permission of the presiding offioer, agaiin enter the polling place 
on elf{.1ion day: 

Provided that the powers conferred by this subs•cction shall not 
he so exercised as to prevent a. re�istered voter entitled to vote at a 
polling ,p'Jace havinf ae upportunity to votic thereat. 

( 3 ") Any pcrs011 removed from a polling place tm&�r sub­
section (2) may, if charged wirh the commiss,ion of an offence at or 
anyWihere within a distance of two hundred yards of the po1ling placic, 
he dealt with as a person taken iinto cus.11ody by a member of the 
Police Force for an offence without warant. 

491 

. �7. ( 1). All prcm�se_s within th� !ocal aut�ority area. for. which Closing of 
spmt shop hcenccs, ofl licences and railway 1sitation or stel1mg bcl.'!nccs spirit 
huve heen is.;;ued under tl1r lntox·icating Liquor Licensing Ordinance :t� 3. 16• 

shall he clo�icd amt kept closed on election day. 

(2) No intoxicating liquor shall be sold, offered for sali;! or
given ,"'!.w..iy at any premises within �1,e focal authority area to, which 
a licence issued under the- Intoxicating Liquor Licensing Ordinance cap. 316. 
appl-ies, ,1t any time hctween the opiening of and the c·losing of the 
poll on •electioJl day. 

( 3) No intoxicatin� liquor shall be supplied to any person
at any pre.mises within ·tlhe local authority area to which a licence c :n1. 
isisued under the Registration of Clubs Ordinance applies at any tim� ap. • 
between the opening of and the closing of the poil on election day. 

( 4) Any person vlho contravenes any of !the provisions of this
section !--ha11 be guilty of an offence. 

88.. ( l) Every employer shall permit every registered voter in his Employees 

eml?loy other than any regist�red voter on whose behalf another :;�� time 
reg;stered voter has been appomted to vote as a proxy, to be absent lo vote. 

from his work .on :election day for a reasonable ,time, in addition to · 
the normal mid day meal hour, for the purpose of voting at the elec-
tion; and no employer shall make any deduction from pay or other 
remuneration of any such voter or :mpose on him or exact from him 
any pena1'ty by reason of his absence during such period. 
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�
2) Employees of the Trans1Ji0rt and Ha,rbour.s Department

shall be deemed to be employees for the purposes of this section except 
s�ch as re actually engage�l in rrn�ning\ tr.ains a:!1d vessels an

.? to whom
time ca not be allowed without �nterf.enng with the runnmg of the 
trains and vessels; and the General 1VIanager of the Transport and 
Harbours

. 

Department shall be de

. 

eme

� 

to be the employer of such 
employees. 

(
f

) Any employer. who, d�rectl or indirectly, refuses to grant 
or who, by intimidation, undue influen e or :n any ot,her way inter­
feres wit 1 the granting to any registe ed voter in his employ, other 
than a r �istered voter on whose ·llbehalf anot_her reg:ste�ed voter . has
been aµppmted to vote as a proxy of the penod for votmg prescribed 
by this s ctic;m shall be guilty of.

� 
off nee. 

�d
;!��;fment 89. ( ) Where the proceedings at a y polling place are interrupted

or ob5tru ted by r�ot, open violen e, f e, flood, .epidemic or other 
calamity, whether similar .to the foregoi g or not, rthe presiding officer 
shall adj urn the proceedings until the ay following and shall forth­
with g:ve no:tice by the quickest availab e means to the returning offi­
cer, who hall inform the Chief .Election Officer. 

Procedure 
on closing 
o.f poll. 

IR·clurning 
offic�r to 
count VOIPS. 

Candiclat,es 
appoinred 
to attend 
court. 

I 
( ) Where the poll is adjourned at any polling place under 

suhsectio ( l) the hours of ix>ll on t�e day following s·hall be the 
same as t ose on election day and referepces in this Part to the close 
of the po I shall be construed accordinglr.

90. The rpresiding officer, 1as soon as practicable, a£ter the
closing of the poll in the presence of such of the J)ersons entitled by 
paragraph (h) of subsection ( l) of �ect�

1
n 85 to be present, as attend 

shall -

(a) secure and seal, with lus seal and with the seals of
such of the duly appointed candidates appointed under
section 76 to attend the poll and polling ag-ents as
attend and desire to aifffx 1their seals, the ballot box
in such manner that it qumot be opened and nothing
,c,an be inserted therein \ or taken therefrom without
breaking the seals; 

91. 
the returnin 
to 97: 

(b) Make up in ser>erate packets, sealed with h�s seal and
with the seal of suc'h o{ the persons mentioned in 
paraigraph (a) as des'ire I to affix their seals -

(i) the unused' and sp9iled ballot papers and ten­
dered ballot papers placed together;

(ii) the used tendered �allot papers;
(iii) the coulnterfo]s of the used and spoiled ballot

papers and the cert�ficates of . employment;
(iv) the marked copies q,f the offaial list of voters

or part thereof; \ 
( v) notices of appointments to vote as proxy and

·copies of the list of proxies;
(vi) the poll book;

( c) deliver the sealed ballot box and the sealed packets
to the returning ofEcer together with a statement in
writing to be called "the ballot papers account", pre­
pared by the presiding officer. in the prescribed
foi:m.

NG OF VOTES AND ASCERTAINMENT OF 
ELBCTION RESULTS 

he votes cast at the polling places shall be counted by 
officer in accordance with the pro.visions of sections 9 5 

Provided that the Minister may, if he thinks fit, determine the 
places where and by whom the votes cast at any polling place shall 
be counted. 

92. ( l) e election agent of each group of cand�dates may ap­
point one of he candidates to attend at the counting of ·the votes. 

\ 
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2) Notice in writing of the appointment of a candidate under
thi� sec ion strnting his name and address shall be signed by the elec­
t.ion ag nt and delivered to the returning officer not later than the 
7th da before election d"· 

3 Y There shall not he more than one ca-n<lidate appointed 
under t is section of the same list of candidates. 

93. l) No person shall be present at the counting of votes except- �
t

��
1

L?:t� 
(a) the Minister;
(h) the returning officer and such other election officers

as he may appoint to assist him in the counting; 
( c) the Chief Election Officer;
(d) candidates appointed under section 92 to- attend at

the counting; 
( e) cou:n ting agents;
(f) the election agent appoin\ed under s-ect�on 55;
(g) the representative or deputy representative of the

respective lists of candidates for the local authority 
area as provided for by section 45; 

(h) such other ,persons as, in the op:nion of the returning
officer, have good reason to •be present.· 

2) The returning officer shall give the bounting agents all
such r so.nable facilities for overseeing the proceedings and all such 
:nforma ion with respect thereto as he can give them consistent with 
the ord rly conduct of the proceedings and with the discharge of his 
duties i conneotion therewith. 

94. 1) The returning officer shall, as soon ds practicable after Method ofthe rece pt of all the ballot boxes and packets delivered to him in pur- couniin.g. 
suance f paragraph ( c) of section 90, in the presence of such of thepersons entitled under subsection ( 1) of section 93 to be pr.esent as
attend 

to the 
ballot 

(a) open each ballot box;
(b) take out the ballot papers;
( c) cou.nt and record the number of ballot papers taken

frnm each ballot box; 
(cl) mix together the whole of the ballot papers taken

from the ballot boxes; 
( e) Count the votes recorded for each list of candidates.

(2) In counting the votes the returning officer shall, subject
rov:sion of subsection (3) reject as invalid and not count any 
per -

(a) which does not bear the official mark;
(b) which has not been marked for any list of candidatesor is void for uncertainty; 
( c) on which votes have been given for more than oneEst of candidates; 
(cl) on which there is any writing or mark by which thevoter can be identified. 

(3) A ·ballot paper on which the vote is marked
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place;
(b) otherwise than by means of a cross;
( c) by more than one mark,

shall n t be rejected solely by reason thereof if 
(i) an intention that the vote sha11 be for one or other of the lists of candidates clearly appears; and 
(ii) the vot,er is neither identified nor can be identi­fied 1by the manner in which the ballot paper is marked. 

(4) The retu_rning officer shall ,endorse the words 'rejected' on
any ballot paper which he may reject as invalid and shall add to the 
end_o�sement the words· 'rejec.tion objected to' if any objection to · his 
dec.:.s1on be made by a duly appointed candidate or a counting agent 
present during the counting. 
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( 5) The decision of the returning officer as to any question
ansmg 111 respect of any b-aJlot paper shall, subject to the provisions 
of subsection ( 2) of scetion 163 be final. 

9 5. A :Candidate appointed under section 9 2 to attend the 
counting of votes or a crnmting agent present when the counting or 
any recount of votes is completed, may request the returning officer 
to have the votes recounted or again recounted; but the returning 
officer may refuse such request :f in his opinion it is unreasonable. 

96. ( 1) Upon the conclusion of the counting of the votes the re­
turning officer, in the presence of such of the persons entitled tinder 
subsection ( 1) of section 93 to be present as attend, shaI1 -

(a) seal in separate packets the counted and rejected
bal1ot papers;

(b) verify the baHot papers account g-iven hy each pre­
siding officer by comparin_g it with -

( i) the number of ballot papers recorded under
paragraph ( c) of subsection ( 1) of section 94;

(ii) the unusecl and spoi]ed ballot papers _in his
possession: and

(iiO the record of tendered votes contained in the 
poll book; 

(c) reseal the packet� of unused and spoiled ballot papers;
(d) prepare a written statement as to the result of the

verification of the ballot papers account;
(e) prepare a written statement in the prescribed form

which shall set out the number of -
( i) valid votes cast for each list of candidates;

(ii) rejected ballot papers together with, in each
case, the reason for rejection;

(iii) spoiled ba]lot papers delivered to him;
(iv) tendered bal\ot papers;
(v) persons who appea.r to have voted.

( 2) The returning officer sha11 not open the sealed packets
containing tendered ballot papers, marked copies of the official list of 
voters or part thereof or counterfoils of used ballot papers. 

(3) Any counting agent may copy the statements made under
paragraphs ( d) or ( e) of subsection (1 ) .

97. Every person attending at the counting of votes sha11
maintain. and aid in maintaining the secrecy of voting and shall not 
communicate any inforrnati,un obtained at the count as to the l:st of

candidate� for which any vote has been given. 

98. The returning officer shall, after compliance w:th the pro-
v1s:ons of section 96 ascertain the result of the e]ection in accordance 
with sections 99 ararl 100. 

99. ( 1) The total number of votes cast for a11 the lists of can­
didates shall be divfoed b,y the num:ber of persg__ns to be elected as 
councillors and the whole number result�ng from that division shall be 
known as 'the electoral quota'. 

( 2) The number of �otes cast for any li5l shall be divided by
the electoral quota; there shall be all-0cated to that list a nulmber of 
seats equal to the whole number resulting from that divis�on; a,nd the 
number of votes represented by a frrction so resulting sha11 be known 
as 'Surplus votes' of the list; and if: the number of votes cast. for any
Est is Jess than the electoral quota those votes shall accordmgly be 
treated as surplus votes of that Jist. 

( 3) Any seat or seats remaining 1:mallocated after seats have
been allocated in accordance wi t'h subsection ( 2) s:hall be allocated as 
follows:-

(a) one seat sha11 be allocated to the I:st with the 1argest
number of surplus votes;



BER, 1969 rHE OFFICIAL GAZETTE [EXTRAORDINARY] 495 (b) if the nulmber of seats so remaining is two or more,one seat shall be allocated to the hst with the nextlargest number of surplus votes, and so on until allthe seats so remaining have been allocated;( c) for the purpose of this subsection, where two or morelists have equal numbers of surplus votes, then lotsshall be drawn by the returning officer in the pre­sence of the representatives of the fats affected todetermine which list or lists shall be deemed to havemore surplus votes than the other list or lists-.( 4 If any Hst of candidates contains insufficient names to fill any seat llocated in pursuance of this section, such seat shall remain vacant u il it is Elled consequent upon an ensuing election. 100. When seats· have' in pursuance of section 99 · been allo- �t��j�_att"scated to ny list of candidates -(a) the representat:ve of the list: or(b) if the representative ·is unwilling or unable (by rea­. son of absence, illness or any other cause when he is· called upon by the return:ng officer) so to do, thedeputy representative of such list: or( c) in case of any such unwillingness or inabiE ty on thepart of the deputy representative, a majority of thepersons named in that list may designate in writingany such perkon able and willing (when calJed uponas aforesaid)�so to do, who, shall extr ct �rom the said list as- many names belonging to. candidat�sselected h�m for the purp e, as can 'be so extracted without their num™:r e ce�ding the nu:mberl of seats all�cated to that list;_ and thereturning ff 1cer shall declare !uch names, m the order of their extrac­tion as a oresa:d, to be the mimes of the candidates on such list who have bee elected. · I 101. As soon as pract cable the returnin� officer shall pu·blicly 
Notifka-declare t e results of the elettion and shall cause to be published a tion of not:ficati thereof in the pr scribed form specifying ��es�!:��s (a) the number f votes cast for each list of candidates;(b) the number f rejected ballot papers;(c) the number 6f seats allocated to each list of candid-ates; and i( d) the names ofl the persons who, as a result of the elec­tion, have. b�en· elected as councillors.102. The returning ofj:cer shall furnish a person who has beenelected a councillor with a cltificate in the prescribed form that he �t::!��f(;�� has been so elected. 1 103. 1) \Vhen a vacancy >ccurs in an office of a councillor electedunder thi Act prior to the etirement of the holder thereof at the :��1� of expiratio of ·his term of offite, the vacancy shall be fmed by that vacancies. person b ing a person who isl qualiEed for electi,on as, and is willing to becorn , a councillor whose hame is on the relevant list of Candidates and is e_ racted therefrom in accordance with the provisions of section 100 by t e representative or d�puty representative of such list or a per-son desi ated by a majorityj of persons named in ·such list, as the case may be, the name of e;Jry person who became a member of the council a the preceding electibn, or has since become such a member, being in igible for extractim! under the foregoii1. g provision_s of thissubsectio ; and if there is no uch person the seat ·shall remam vacant until it i filled consequent o an ensuing election. ( ) In this section thb relevant list of candidates means that list :n w ich was included tbe name of the councillor vacating his office or, when a person is hJld in proceedings under Part IV not to be a cou cillor, the narne of that person. 104. The returning olf�cer shall as soon as practicable after Election the electi n cause to be prepared and printed a general report on the report. 

1. election i eluding the particulars specified in section 101 and the total number f persons whose narhes appear in the register ·of voters for the local uthority area. 
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105. ( 1) The return:ng officer shall make up in e parcel the 
packets he has received in pursuance of paragraph (c) of section 90 
and the other papers used at the polling places and in his possession 
and shall seal the parcel so that :t cannot be opened wi hout breaking 
the seals and deliver it to the Chief Election Officer. 

( 2) The Chief Election OfEcer shall keep all p reels received
in pursuance of subsection ( 1) in safe custody and, subj t to the pro­
visions of th.is Act, allow no. person to have access thcr to. 

( 3) The returning o.fficer shall return the offici· seals to the
Chief Elect�on Officer and deposit the ballot boxes, tog ther with the 
locks and keys in the custody of the member of the P lice Force in 
charge of the nearest police station and obta:n from im a receipt 
therefor in the prescri1bed form; and he shall ·return th poUing com­
partments to the custody of the person from whom they ere obtained 
and obta:n a receipt therefor in the prescribed form. 

( 4) The returning officer shall forward to the hief Election
Officer receipts obta:ned pursuant to subsection ( 3). 

ELECTION EXPENSES 

106. ( l) The election agent of a group of candidates shall appoint
every clerk and messenger employed for payment on ehalf of the 
group at the election and shall hire every committee r om hired on 
behalf of the group. 

' ( 2) A contract whereby �i.riy expenses are inculrr on account
of or in respect of the conduct or the management of the election shall 
not be enforceable against a candidate unless made by he candidate 
or by the election agent of the group to which the caner ate belongs: 

Pr·ovided that the inability under this Part to enfo ce such con­
tract against a candidate shall 111oi relieve such candid te from the 
consequences of any corrupt or illegal practkes committe by the elec­
tion agent or assistant agent of his group with the cons nt or conni­
vance of such candidate. 

107. (1) Except as permitted by this section or in pursuance of
section 111, no payment and no advance or deposit shall be made by 
a candidate or by any other person at any time in rcspe t of election 
expenses otherwise than by or through the election agent of the group 
of candidates to which the ·candidate belongs. 

( 2) A candidate may pay personal expenses i ncu red by h�m
on account of or in connection wtih or incidental to the ection to an 
amount not exceeding soch amount as may be prescribe by the Act 
or Ord:nance under which the local authority for which he i a candidate 
is constituted and such candidate shall send to the elect on agent of 
his group of candidates not later than the 14th day afte · the declar­
ation of the results of the election under section 1 1 a written 
statement of personal expenses so paicl. 

( 3) Any persona 1 ex:penses incurred by a candid te in excess
o( the sum applicable to him by virtu.e of subsection (2) hall be paid 
by the election agent. 

( 4) If a candidate pays personal expenses �n e cess of the
sum applicable to him by virtue of subection ( 2), he sh 11 be guilty 
of an ille�l practice. 

108. ( 1) A person atithorised �n that behalf by an election agent
may pay any necessaory expenses for stationery, postage, tff_egrams and
other petty expenses to a total amount not exceeding th�t named in 
the authority; and s,uch person shall send to the electio agent not 
later than the 14th day after the declaration of the re ults of the 
election under section 101 a wr:tten statement of the so 
made together with particulars· thereof. 

(2) Any petty expenses incur.red in excess of t e amount
named in the authority of the election a.gent shall be pa;d ·y the elec­
tion agent. 
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109. ( 1) No expense shall be incurred by or on behalf of a group ��:����n 

of ca:ndidates ancr no payment shall be made on their behalf whether 
before during or after the election, ,on account of or �n respect of rthe 
-conduct and management of the election -

(a) 

(b) 

in excess of the sum prescribed by the Act or Ordin­
ance under which the local authority for which the 
candidates are seeking election is constituted; 
for purposes other than the following -

(i) the exp�nses of printing, advertising, pubE�hing,
issu:ng and distributing addresses and notices;

(ii) the expenses of stationery, messages, postage and
telegrams;

(iii) the expense of holding public meetings;
(iv) tihe expense of one committee room :n each local

aU1thority area;
(v) the expense permitted under section 117;
(vi) the personal expenses of candidates.

( 2) In determining the total expenditure incurred by a group
of candidates no rega1rd shall be had to amounts paid by candidates 
ulnder subsection ( 2) of section 107. 

( 3) If an election agent incurs or pays election expenses in
excess of the sum specified in subsection (i) nr for purposes other than 
those therein spedied, he shall be guilty of an illegal practice. 

( 4) If a candidate pays any election expimses except his person­
al expenses otherwise t,han by or through the election agent of h:s 
group of candidates he shall be guilty of an illegal practice. 

110. So far as circumstances permit this· Part shall app]y to R�muner-
a claim for his remuneration by an election agent and to the J)ayrnent a1

1
mtin of 

h f · l"k 
, 

· 

. 

e ec on t ereo m 1 ·e manner as :f he were any other creditor; and if there agent. 

is any dispute as· to the amount clue, such cJaim shall be a disputed 
.claim within the meaning of the Part and dealt ·with accordingly. 

111. ( 1) Every claim against any candidate or against an election 1Pt!riuI for 

agent in respect of any expenses incurred. on account- of or in respect ,��):�11�
0

�f 
of ithe conduct or management of an e]ect10n shall be sent to the elec- "11,ction 

tion agent not later than the 14th day after the puJblicatio.n under cX1pcn�s. 

section 101 of the results of the election. 
( 2) Any such claim as is specified in sub-section ( 1) which is

not sent to the election agent within the time therein prescribed shall 
be barred and not paid. 

(3) An election agent who pays a cJaim in contravention of
.of subsection ( 4) shall be guilty of an illegal practice. 

( 4) All expenses incurred on account of or in respect of the
conduot or management of the election shall be paid not later than the 
.28th day after the 1publication under section 101 of the results of 
the election. 

( 5) An election agent who makes a payment in contravention
of subsection ( 4) shall be guilty of an illegal practice. 

( 6) If an election agent disputes any claim received by him
-within tihe time limited by subsection ( 1) or :f he refuses or fails to
pay stfch claim within that period, such claim shall be deemed to be
a d:sputed claim.

( 7) A claimant may, if he thinks fit, bring an action for a
,disputed claim in any competent court; and anything paid by a
candida,te or by an election agen.t in pursuance of the judgement or
order of the court shall be deemed .to be paid within the t:me limited
by subsectioo ( 1) and to be an exception from the provisions of this
Part req�iring claims to be paid.by-the election agent.

(8) The Court may, on·''.:aprilication by the claimant or by a
candidate or by an election agent arid on cause shown to its sa:tisfac­
tion, by order g�ve leave for the payment hy a candidate or by an
,election agent of a disputed clahn or for a claim in respect of expenses
incurred on account of or in respect of the conduct or management of
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an· election, notwithstanding that such cla:m was sent after the time 
limit prescribed by subsection ( 1) and notwithstanding the sending of 
such claim to a candidate and not to the election agent. 

(9} Any suun specified in any order of the Court made under 
sulYsection (8} may be paid by a candidate or by an election agent and 
when paid in pursuance of such order shall be deemed to be paid w�th­
in the time limi tcd by subsection ( 1). 

112. Where, on application made, it :s shown to the Court by
such evidence as to the Court seems sufficient that -

(a) any act of omission of any candidate or of any elec­
tion agent or of any other agent or person, would, by
reason of being a payment, contract, engagement, em­
ployment or hiring, or the incurring of an expense in
excess of the maximum allDwed, in contravention of
any of the provisions of this Part pertaining thereto,
be but for this sect:on an illegal practice, payment,
employment or hiring; and

(b) such act or omission arose from :nadvertcnce or from
accidental miscalculation or from some other reason­
able cause of a like nature, and in any casr did not
arise from any want of good faith; and

(c} notice of the application has been published in two 
newspapers circulating in Guyana, 

and in the circumstances it seems to the Court to be just that such 
candidate, election agent and other agent or person, or certain of them 
should not be subject to any of the consequences under this Part for 
the act or omission, the Court may make an order allowing such act 
or omiss:on to be an exception from the provisions of this Part which 
would otherwise make the same an illegal practice, payment, employ­
ment, hiring .or an incurring of an· expense in excess of the maximum 
allowed, and such cand:date. election agent or other agent or person as 
the Court may specify in its order shall not be subject to any of the 
consequences under this Part for the act or omission. 

. 113. The provisions of this Part r..rohib:ting certain payments 
and contracts for payments, and the payment of any sum and the in­
curring of any expense in excess of the prescribed maximum, shall not 
affect the rights of any cred�tor who when the contract was made or 
the expense incurred was ignorant that such contract, payment or ex­
pense was in contraven_tion of this Part. 

114. (I) No .expenses shall, with a view to promoting or procuring
the elect:on of a group of candidates, be incurred by any person other 
than the election agent of the group or by a person authorised in writing 
by him on account of -

(a) holding public meetings or organis:ng any public dis­
play;

(h) issuing advertisements, circulars or publications;
( c) otherwise presenting to the registered voters the can­

didates of the group or any of them or their views or
the extent or nature of their backing or of disparaging
the candidates of another group or any of them:

f 

Provided that paragraph ( c) shall not -

( i) restrict the pu.blication of any matter re]a ting to
the election in a new::;paper or other periodkal,
or

(ii) apply to any expenses not exceeding in the aggre­
gate the sum of five dolJa.rs which may be in­
curred by an individual and are not incurred in
pursuance of a pb.n .c:uggested by or concerted
with others· or lo expenses incurred by any per­
son t.ravellin.� or living away from home or
si.mifar personal expenses.

( 2) Any person other than an eJection agent or a. person
authorised in that behalf in writing by him who incurs C:\penses pro­
-hihitrd by subsection (I) ;c;l,;1)1 be guilty of a corrupt practice. 
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. ( 3) Any expenses incurred on account of any purpuse referred 
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115. Any person who knowingly provides money - :�rg;;ii��r ille�al 
(a) for any payment which is contrary to the provisions purpose. 

of this �art;

( b) for any expen�es in excess of the maximum allowed

l 
by this Part;

( c) to replace any money t:'Xf)l'nch·d in any such payment
or expenses,

shall b guilty of illegal payment. 

11J. Any per�:un \Vho corruptly induces or procures any other C�mupt 
J. . 1 l f l . I'd l · · . · l w1th- · pe!·.son to wit 1c raw · rom )emg_ a cam: rate at an e ect10n: m con:c;;u er- Liraw?l of 

ation f any payment or pronuse of payment shall be guilty of Illegal .:andu.la1<1• 

payme:tlt; and any person withdrawing in pursuance of such induce-
ment 'or procurement, shall also he guilty ,of illegal paynwnit. 

11 i. ( 1) No pers·on shall, for the purpose of promoting or pro- Prohibition 
curing! the election of a group of candidates at an election be engaged ���t��n 
or employed for payment or promise of payment for any purpose or employment. 
in any capacity whatsoever, except for the following --

(a) one election agent;
(b) one assistant agent;
(c) one polHng agent for each polling place;
(d) one counting agent;
(c) two clerks and two messengers for .each committee

room.

( 2) If any person is engaged or employed in contravention of
this s ction the person engaging -or employing him shall ·be guilty of 
illegal employment; and the person so eng_aged or employed shall also 
be gu· .ty o.f illegal employment if he knew that he was s'O engaged or 
ernplo ed contrary to law. 

118. (1) No person shall let, lend or employ, for the pu1rposes of Il_lt;ga.J 
h f . d f h 11 bl' hmng oft e conveyance o reg1stere voters to or rom t e po , any pu 1c transport 

stage or hackney carriage, or any horse or other animal kept or use<l for ivo�rs. 
for drawing the same, or any carriage, horse or other animal which 
he keeps or uses for the purpose of letting out for hire; and any person 
who contravenes the provisions of this subsection knowing the purpose 
of the letting, lending or hiring shall be guilty of illegal hiring. 

(2) No person shall hire, borrow or use for the purpmie of
the conveyance of registered voters to ,or from the poll any carriage, 
horse or other animal which he knows the owner thereof is prohibited 
by subsection ( 1) from letting, lending or employing; and any person 
who contravenes the provisions of this subsection shall be guilty of 
lllegal hiring. 

( 3) Nothing in this section or in section 121 shall present
a carriage, horse or other animal 'heing let to or hired, employed or used 
by a registered voter or several registered voters at his· own or their 
own joint cost for the purpose of being conveyed tu or from the poll. 

119. (1) No person shall let, hire or use as a committee room for
the purpose of promoting or procuring the election of a group of candi­
dates at an election any of the following premises -

(a) 

(b) 

any premise� ,vherein the sale by wholesale or retail 
of any intoxicating liquor is authorised by any licence, 
whether such licence authorises the sale for consump­
tion on or off the premises; 
any premises where any intoxicating liquor is sold or 
supplied to members of a club, society or association 
other than a permanent polhical club; 

Use of certain prcmisus as com­rnitlel' ro.:im pro­hibited. 
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( c) .any premises wherein refreshment of any kind, whether 
food or drink, is ordinarily sold for consumption in 
the premises. · 

( 2) Any person who hires or uses premiseg in contravention 
of subsection ( 1) shall be guilty of illegal hiring and any person who 
lets or permits to be used such premises or part thereof shall als'o, 
if he knew it was intended to use such premises or part thereof as 
a committee room, be guilty of illegal hiring. 

( 3) Nothing in this section shall apply to any part of premises 
described in subsection ( 1) which is ordinarily let for the purpose 
of chambers or offices or the tholding of public meetings or arbitrations 
if such part has a separate entrance and no direct communication with 
any part of the premises on which intoxicating liquor or refreshment is 
sold or supplied. 

120. Any candidate or election agent guilty of an offence of 
illegal payment,· employment or hiring shall be gti:ilty of an illegal 
practice: and any other person who is guilty of an offence of illegal 
payment, employment or hiring shall, on summary conviction, be liable 
to a fine not exceeding Eve hundred dollars. 

ILLEGAL PRACTICES 

121. ( 1) No payment or contract shall, for the {Jurpose of pro­
moting the election of a group of candidates at an election, be made-

(a) on account of the conveyance of registered voters 
to or from the poll, whether for the ·hiring of horses or 
carriages or for railway fares, water or air transport 
fares or otherwise; or 

. (b) to a registered voter on account of the use of any 
house, land, building or premises for the exhibition of 
any address, bill or not~ce, or on account of the ex­
hibition of any address, bill or notice: 

Provided that where it is the ordinary business of a registered 
voter as an advertising ag!ent to exhibit for payment bills and 
advertisements, a payment to or contract w:th such voter, i'f_ made 
in the ordinary course of business shall not be deemed to be an illegal 
practice within the meaning of this s·ection. 

( 2) If pay1Inent or contract for payment is knowrngly ~J :ide 
in contravention of this section either before, during or after an elecdon, 
the person making such payment or contract for payment shall be 
guilty of an illegal practice; and any person receiving such payment, 
or being a party to any such contract, knowing it to be in contravention 
of this section, shall also be guilty of an illegal pract:ce. 

12 2. Every person who, at a lawful political meeting held before 
election day, acts or incites any other person to act in a disorderly 
manner for the purpose of prevent:ng the transaction of the business 
for which the meeting was called together shall be guilty of an illegal 
practice. 

123. ( 1) Any person who, before or during an election, shall, for the 
purpose of affecting the return of any group of candidates, make or 
publish any false statement of fact in relaEon to the personal character 
or conduct of the candidates· of that group o.r any of them shall, subject 
to the provisions of subsection ( 2) be guHty of an illegal practice. · 

( 2) No per son shall be deemed to be guilty of illegal pracf ce 
under this- section if he can show that he had reasonable grounds for 
believing, and did believe, the statement made by him to be true. 

_ (3) A person making or pubEshing a false statement of fact 
in contravention of s·ubsection ( 1) may be restrained by interim or 
perpetual injunction by the Court from any repetition of that false 
statement or of a false statement of a s:milar character in relation to 
the candidate, and, for the purposes of granting an interim injunction, 
p1'ima facic proof of the falsity of the statement shall be sufficient. 

124. (I) No person shall -

(a) print or pubEsh, or cause to be printed or published, 
any bill, placard or ,poster havfog reference to an elec- . 
tion or any printed document distributed for the pur-
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pose of promoting or procuring the election of a group 
of candidates; 

(b) post or cause to be posted any such b:U, placard or 
poster as is specified in paragraph (a) ; 

(c) distribute or cause to be distributed any printed docu­
ment for the purpose specified !n paragraph (a), 

unless the bill, placard, poster or document bears upon the face there­
of the names and addresses of the printer and publisher. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, any process for multiply­
ing copies of a document, other than copying :t by hand, shall be 
deemed to be printing and the word "printer" shall be construed 
accordingly. 

(3) Any candidate, or any election agent who contravenes· the 
pro.visions of th~s section shall be guilty of an illegal practice; and 
any other person who contravenes the provisions of this section shall 
be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction, be liable to 
a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

125. Any pers;on who - Misccllane-

(a) 
• • ous illegal 

votes either on his QWn behalf or as a proxy on be- practices. 

(b) 

half of another person or procures any person to vote 
either on Ms own behalf or as a proxy on behalf of 
another person, at an election, knowing that he or 
such other person is not a registered voter; 

applies for the appointment of a person to yote on 
h~s behalf at an election as a proxy knowing that he 
or the person for whose appointment he applies is 
not a registered voter or who in such application 
makes a false statement as to his entitlement tio apply 
to vote by proxy; ·· 

( c) before or during an elect;on knowingly publishes a 
false statement of the withdrawal of a list of candid­
ates or of any of the candidates named therein for 
the purpose of promoting or procuring the election of 
the candidates named in another list; 

( d) hands to a poll derk or a presiding officer -

(i) a forged identification card; 

(ii) save as permitted by this Part the identification 
card ot some other person; 

(iii) a forged notice of appointment to vote as a 
proxy on behalf of some other person, 

shall be guility of an illegal practice. 

_ 126. Any person who -
1Plural 

votes on his own behalf more than once at an elec- voting. 

tion in any one local authority area; 
(a) 

(b) votes in person ori his own behalf When there is in 
force an appointment of another person to vote as a 
proxy on his behalf; 

( c) applies for a person to be appointed as a proxy to 
vote on his behalf without applying for the cancella­
tion of an existing appointment of some other person 
to vote as a proxy on his behalf or without withdraw­
ing a pending application for such appointment; 

( d) votes as a proxy more d1an once on behalf of the 
same registered voter; or 

( e) votes as a proxy on ;behalf of more than thTee regis­
tered voters, 

shall be guilty of an illegal -practice. 

12 7. ( 1) Any person guilty of an illegal practice shall, 
mary conviction -

on sum- iPenalty 
for lllegal 
practice. 

(a) be liable to a fine not .exceed:ng five hundred dollars 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months or to both such fine and imprisonment; and 
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(b) subject to the prov:sions of subsection ( 2) he incap­
able, during a period <;>f five years from the date of
his convicti�m, of being

! 

regi�tered as a voter or voting 
at an elect10n. · 

( 2 In the case of any convic · on of an illegal practice the 
Court ma , if it deems it just in the sp cial circumstances of the case, 
mitigate n entirely ren:!.it any incapacity imposed by this section. 

CORRUPT PRA TIC.GS. 

128. The following persons
rupt pract� e of treating -

guilty· of the cor-

129. 
rupt practi 

130. 
the corrupt 

( a) every person who corr ptly, by himself or 'by any
other pers·on, either bcf re, during or after an election,
directly or indirectly, gi es or provides or pays wholly
or :n part the cxpens of giving or providing any
food, drink, entcrtairi.m nt or provision to or for any
person for the purpose of corruptly influencing that
person, or any other per on, to vote or to refrain from
voting, at the election, r on account of such person,
or any other person, h ving voted or refrained from
voting, or being about o vote or refraining from
voting, at an election;

(b) every registered voter " ho corruptly accepts or takes
any such food, drink, ntcrtainment or provision.

The following pers"ons shall be deemed guilty of the cor­
of using undue influence -

(a) every person who direct or ind.:rectly by himself or
by any other person on is behalf --

( i) makes use of� or t reatens to make use of, any
force, violence or r straint;

(ii) inflicts, or threaten to inflict, by himself or by
any other person, ny temporal or spiritual in­
jury, damage, harm or loss upon or against any
person, in order to induce or compel such per­
son to vote or refra n from voting or on account
of such person ha ng voted or refrained from
voting at any electi1n;

(h) ev:ery person who by ab1uction, duress, or any fraud­
ulent contrivance, empe

r
es or prevents the free

exercise of the franchise of any registered voter or
thereby compels, induces or prevails upon any voter
either ·to vote or to refrai

f 

from voting at an elect:oi1.

The following persons shall be deemed to be guilty of 
ractice of bribery -

a) every person who, directl[y or .:.ndirectly, by himself
or by any other person on his behalf

( i) gives or agrees to give;
(ii) lends or agrees to ]end;

£li�) offer� or promises; I 
\�'� � prorn:ses to procure fr pronuscs to endeavour to

procure -
any money or valuable 9011sideration to or for any 
registered voter, or to o� for any other person, in 
order to induce any reg:ftered voter to vote or to

refrain from voting; 
b) every person who, directly or indirectly, by h:mself

or by any other person oq his Lehalf, corruptly -
(i) gives or agrees to �ve;

(i:) lends or agre
.
es to le

r
· d;

( Ei) offers or promises; 
(iv) promises to procure Qr promises to endeavour to

procure -
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any money or valuable consideration to or for any 
registered voter, or to or· for any person on behalf of 
any regi�tered voter, or to or for any other person, 
on account of su.ch voter having voted or refrained 
from voting at an election; 

( c) every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself
or by any ot1her person on his behalf, corruptly -

( i) gives or �grees to give ;
( E) procures or agrees to procure;

( Ei) offers or promises;
(iv) promises to procure or promises to endeavour to

procure -
any office, place or employment to or for any regis­
tered vut..er or to or for any person on behalf of any 
registered voter, or to or for any other person, in 
order to induce such voter to vote or refrain from 
voting; 

( d) every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself
or hy any other person on his behalf, corruptly -

(i) gives or agrees to give;
( i:) procures or agrees to procure;
(i:i) offers or promises;
(iv) promises to procure or promises to endeavour to

procure -
any office, place or employment to or for any regis­
tered voter or to or for any person on behalf of any 
registered voter, or to or for any other person, on 
account of any registered voter having voted or re­
frained from voting at any election; 

( e) every person who direc,t_ly or indirectly i by himself or
by any other person on his behalf, makes any such
gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement or agreement
as aforesaid, to or for any person, in order to induce
such person to procure the return of a group of
candidates' as councillors, or 1:'he vote of any registered
voter at an election;

(f) every person who upon or in consequence of any such
gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement or agreement,
proculres or engages, promises or endeavours to pro­
cure the return of any group of candidates as coun­
cillors, or the vote of any registered voter at any
election;

(g) every person who -

(i) advances or pays', or causes to be paid, any
money to or to the use of any other person, with
the intent that such money, or any part thereof,
shall be expended in bribery at an election;

(ii) knowingly pays, or causes to be paid any money
to any person in discharge or repayment of any
money wholly or in part expended in bribery at
an election;

(h) every registered voter who, before or during an elec­
tion, directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
person on his behalf, receives, agrees or contracts for
any money, gift, loan, or valuable consideration,
office, place or employment for himselt or for .any
other person, for voting or agreeing to vote, or for
refraining or agreeing to refrain from voting at an
election;

(i) every person who, after an election, directly or in­
directly, by himself or by any other person on his be­
half receives any money or valn"ble consideration on
account of any person having voted or refrained. from
voting at an election.

131 ( l} A person shall be deemed w be guilty of the corrupt 
practic of personation at an election if he --. 

,Pc:rsona­

tion. 
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I 
votes as some other person whether as a registered\ 
voter on his own behalf or as a proxy on behalf off
another registered voter, and whetlher that other per­
son is living or dead or is a fictitious person; 

(b) votes in person or as proxy
( i) for a person whom he knows or has reasonable

grounds for supposing to be dead or to be a
fictitioufa person;

(ii) when he knows or has reasonable grounds for
supposing that his appointment as proxy is no.
longer in force.

( 2) Fo the purpose of ( b) of subsection ( 1), a person who
has applied fo a ballot paper for the purpose of voting shall be 
deemed to have voted. 

132. E

t

ery person who is guilty of a corrupt practice other 
t
. 
han 

_
as specifi d in section 133 shall, on conviction thereof on indict­

ment, be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or 
to a fine not e ceeding one thousand dollars, or to both such imprison­
ment and fine. 

133. Every person who is guilty of personation or aiding, abet-
tiI�g, coun5'ellin

f 
or pr�curing the coll1;I11i�sion of the ?ffence o! pe�son­

at10n shall, on onv·1ct10n thereof on md1ctment, be hable to nnpnson­
ment for a ter not exceeding two years. 

134. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, every person who
is convicted of a corrupt practice shall, in addition to any other punish­
ment, be incapable during a period of five years from the date of con­
viction -

(a) of being registered as a voter in any local authority
area or ,of voting at any election in any locaJ authority
area;

(b) of being elected as a councmor of any local authority.
(2) In 1'3-e event of any conviction under section 114, the court

may, if it deemf_ it just in the special circumstances of the case, mit:­
gate or entirely remit any -incapacity :mposed by this section. 

135. ( 1) Every person who -
(a) forges or counterfeits or fraudulently defaces, or

I destroys, any ballot paper or the official mark there­
on or any identification card or notce of appointment
of a person to vote as a proxy;

(b) without due authority supplies a ballot paper to any

(c) 

(d) 

person;
fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper other
than the lawful ballot paper;

shall be guilty 
liable -

without due authority destroys, takes, opens or other­
wise .;nterferes with any ballot 'box or packet of ballot
papers then in use for the purposes of an election.

of a misdemeanour .. and shall on conviction thereof be

( i) if he -:.s an election officer employed at a polling
place, to imprisonment for a term not exceed�ng
two years or to a fine not exceeding one thous-­
and dollars or to both such imprisonment and
fine;

(ii) if he is not an election officer, to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding six months or to a fine
not exceeding two hundred and Efty dollars, or
to both such imprisonment and fine.

(2) Any person who attempts to commit �n offence under this
section shall ·be deemed to be guilty of an offence under this section. 

136. Every person who -
(a) not being a registered voter for a local authority area,

votes at an election in that area;
( b) induces or procures any person not so registeres} to

vote at such election,
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shall be guilty of an offence, and on summary conviction thereof, shall 
be liab-1e to imprisonment f r a term not exceeding six months or to 

. a fine not exceeding two hun red and fifty dollar�, or to both. such im­
pri�nnment and fine. 

13 7. Every per.son w o wilf ul1y mutilates, tears down, destroys, 
obscures or makes any a1te ation in any· list or notice published in 
accorc;lance with the provisio s of ·this Part for the purposes of or in 
connection with an election hall be gui1ty of an offence, and on sum­
mary convict!on thereof, shal he liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three months or to a fine not exceeding one hundre<l doHars. 

GENERAL. 

Interfer­
ence with 
notices 
and Ji�ts. 

138. In any indictme t, information or comr}1aint for an offence ri;0ft:�!ion 

in relation to ballot boxes, allot papers and other election material, material. · 
the property in them may ·b stated to he in the returning officer. 

139. A complaint or information against a person in respect of �;}mN::i�on
any offence under th:s Part i relation to an election shall be made or ror prose-

. l 
cution of filed within one year after t e offence was comm1tte( . dection 

140. In any prusecuf on under this ·Part whether on indictment
or !iummarily, the certificate of the return:ng officer that the election 
was duly held or that the pe son or persons named therein was named 
as a candidate or candidates t suieh election, shall be sufficient evidence 
of the facts stated therein. 

141. Where an offen e under th.:.s Part committed by a hody
corporate is proved to have een committed with the consent or conni­
vance of any director, mana, er, secr.etary or other officer of the body 
corporate, or any perS'on pt rporting to act in such capacity, he, as 
well as the body corporate, s all be deemed to be guilty of the offence 
and punished accord:ng]y. 

offences. 
Certificate 
of return­
ing officer. 

offe1wes 
hy hodil'S 
corporate. 

Special 
142. ( 1) A person charg d with illegal payment, employment or �rovision 

h, . , h 1· h h . t' h ff as to con-mng may, notw1t stanc m. t at t e act const1tu mg t e o ence victions. 
amounted to a corrupt or ill gal practice, be found gu:lty of illegal 
payment,. employment or hi ·n�, as .the case may be, if the circum-
stances warrant such finding .. 

( 2) A person charge with an illegal practice or other offence
not being a corrupt pract:ce may, notwithstanding that the act con­
stituting the offence _amount d to a cormpt praotice, be found ,guilty 
of an il1egal practice or oth r offence, as t;he case may be if the cir­
cuimstances warrant such fi ding. 

(3) A person charge with a corrupt practice may, -if the
circumstances warrant such f ncling, be found guilty of an illegal prac­
tice and for that purpose t e offence of an illegal practice shall be 
an indkta:hJe offence. 

• Publication 
143. \Vhere any noti e or other document is required by any of notic�s 

prov1s10n of ,this Part to o·e published by an election officer, he shall �r,i;!.���,on 

cause the same to be affixe to the offices of the council and of the 
returning officer and may use such further publication thereof M 
he may think desira:hle to b ing its contents to. the attention of regis·-
tered voters. 

144. The expenses an election (including the payment of .��.��:�i:n. 
emoluments of election ofEc rs and their staffs) sha11 he paid out of 
funds provided by the local uthority. 

145. . ., . ,, l Meaning In this Part ti expression · comrmttee room ( oes not of .. com-
include any house or room cupied hy a candidate at an election as mitte�. 

f d• I 
. b . room . 

a dwelling by reason solely the can IC ate there transactmg usmess 
with his agents in relation to an election; nor shall any room or build-
ing be deemed to be a com1 ittee room for the purposes of this Part 
by reason solely of the candi ate or any agent of the group of candi­
dates address"ing therein regi tned voters. commit.tee mf'n or others. 

ELECTION AND � El\fBERSHlP CONTROVERSIES 
DTSPU ED ELECTIONS 

146. ( 1) Any question w ether any person has been validly elected
as a councillor shall be refer eel to and <leterminetl hy the Court. 

Method of 
qlestioning 
va]idity of 
election. 
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S1·l:t1ri1y 
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i ',.: . 

( 2) Every such reference shall .be by a petition ( hereinafter
ref erred to as an elect:on petition) presented to the Court. 

147. (1) An election petition may be presented by a registered
voter in the local authority area for which the election was held or by 
a. candidate at the election.·

( 2) The person whose election is· complained of is hereinafter
r�ferred to as the respondent and if the petition complains of the con­
�J.uct of the Chief Election Officer he shall he deemed to be a respond­
ent ·,and if it complains of the conduct o,f an elect:on officer su.ch offi­
cer shaI1 be deemed to be a respondent. 

( 3) An election petition shall be in the prescribed form, state
the prescribed matters and be signed by the petitioner or all of the 
petitioners if more than one, and shall be presented by delivering it at 
the office of the Registrar; and the Registrar· or the officer of the 
registry of the Court to whom the petition is deliver�d shall , if· re­
quired, give a receipt therefor. 

( 4) The Registrar. shall cause a copy of the ·petition to be
tran5mitted to such persons as may be prescribed and shall caus� the 
petition to Qe published in the prescribed manner. 

· · 
. ( 5) An election petition shall be served in such mam�er as 

may be prescribed. 

: 'i:.: 148. (1) Subject to the provisions of th.is sectio�1, an election peti­
tion shall be presented within twenty-eight days of the publicat:on 
under section 101 of the result� of the election. 

.( 2) If. ·the pet�tion questions the validity of the elect:on of any 
person upon an . allegation. of a corrupt practice and specifically alleges 
a. payment. of money or other reward to have been made by the person
elected wiho is the respondent, or. by an ·election agent or assistant agent
or other agent w:th his consent or connivance, since the date ref.erred
to in subsection ( 1) in pursuance of furtherance of the alleged corrupt
practi�e, it may be presented within twenty-eight days after the date
of .. the payment. . 

( 3) For the purposes .of ,this section, the allegation that the
election of any person :s avoided on the grounds that corrupt· or illegal 

. p,rcictices. or ille.s:al payments, employments or hirings were committed 
i11·. ref eren�e to the election for the purpose of .promoting or procuring 
t'h,e election of any person thereat and had so extensively preva:led that 
they may reasona'bly be supposed to have affected the allocation of 
to' in · subsection ( 1) in pursuance of furtherance of the alleged ·corruj)t 
practices, notwithstanding that 1the offences alleged · are or 'include 
of_fe�<res other tha1:1 co.rrupt practices. 

149. The Court may, at any stage before conclusion of the
trial of an eleot;on petition, allow the petitioner to alter or amend the 
.P�tition. in such manner and on such terms as may seem just: 
;··, , Provided that Il'O, amendment for the purpose of inserting an. 
a,UegatiQn of i corrupt or illegal practice in a, pet:ticin shall be allowed, 

. \U1les� made within the time within which a petit:on might have been 
1>.n�sented urider. sectio� 14� .. 

150. ( 1) At 1the time of presenting an election pet:tion or within
threr. days afterwards the petitioner shall give security for all costs 

. whi.ch . 111ay ·qecome' 'payable by him_ �() any witness summoned on his 
· behalf or to any respondent.

(2) Secur:ty shall be of an amount of five hundred dollars an<l
·shall .. be given in ·the prescribed· manner by recognisance entered into
by ·ahy :number of ·sureties not exceeding four or by a deposit of
h101iey; or· partly in one way and partly in 'the other .
. I,.,

. . , 

· 1 S 1. Within the· ·prescr:bed· time, not exceeding five days after
the' presentation ·of an election petition, the petitioner shall in the pres­
cribed manner S'erve on the respondent a· notice of the presentation of
the pefaion, and of the natu�e of the security or proposed security,
and a copy of the petition.

. . 

152. ( 1) Within a· further prescribed time, not exceeding ten days
:·after. service of the notice of. the present��.io.n of the petition, the .-es-
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pondent may object in writing to any recognisance· on the ground that 
any surety is insufficient ·or dead or canno1 be found or ascertained · for 
want of a sufficient description in the recognisance, or that the pe1�s'on 

. named in the recogn:sance has not · duly acknowledged · the recogriisance. 
( 2) An objection to the security ·shall be heard. and decided

by a Ju,dge, whose decisjon shall be ·final, and if the objection be 
allowed the petitioner _may, within. such time _as may be allowed remove 
the·· objection by giving further security either in the form· of an acldi­
tional recognisance with a surety or sureties approved by the Judge, 01' 

by _deposit in the ·prescribed manner of such ·sum of money as the Juctge
ma� deem sufficient. . . . . 

. . (3) The c�s-ts· of hearing or deciding objections made as .. to 
seci1rity shall be pa�d as ordered _by the Judge or, in ,the absenct·.- of
�uch order, shall form p�rt. of the general costs of the petition . 

.153. U) If security as· lJrovided in· sectioO: 150 is not given by the 
petitioner, or if any objecfam is allowed and not removed as in section 
152 i>rovided, _no _further proceedings shall, subject to the provjsions 
of section 155, be had on an election petition and the respondent may 
apply to a Judge for an order direct:ng the dismiss-al of the petition 
and for the payment of the respondent's costs . 

. i, (2) The costs of hearing and decidin�. such application .. !'ihall
be paid as ordered. by the Judge or, in the aibsence of such ·Order, '°"hall 
form part 'Of the general costs of the petition. 

154. ( 1) On the hearing of an applica t:on under sectio� (153 any
person who might have been a petitioner in respect of the ·uiatter to 
which the election petition -relates may apply to the Judge to be sub­
stituted as a petit�oner for the original petitioner and the Judge may, 
if .. he- thinks fit, dismiss the original petitioner from the petit:on and 
substitute as the petit:oner such aipplicant, who shall provide s-ecurity 
in the sum of five 1hundred dollars and subject to the like conditions 
and· to the same rights of objection as in the case of the original 
peqioner .. 

. (2) Such security shall be given within three days of the 
making of the order of stibstitution and on the failure of the applicant 
to comply with the provisions of this suibs·ection the petition shall -stand 
dismissed. 

,Dismissal 
of petition 
on failllre 
to giV(, 
s1•curity. 

Substitu­
tion of 
petitioner 
on failul\: 
to give 
i;ecurity, 

·. i 55. . On the expiration of t!he time limited for objections- or, il'l'lition 

.after objection made, on the object:on being disallowed or rem:oved .it issue. 

whichever last happens, the election petition shall be at issue. 
. 

. . .  · i 56. ( 1) An election petition shall be. tried by the Court in open Tri.al of 
petition. court, without a jury, and not:ce of the time and place of trial shall 

be given in the prescribed manner not less than fourteen days before 
the day of trial. 

(2) The Court may in_ its discretion adjourn the trial fro111 time
to time, but the trial shall, so far. as is practicable consistently with the 
interests of justice in respect of the trial, he continued from clay to 
day on every lawful day, not being a holiday observed by the Court, 
until conclusion: : .. 

Provided that an election petition may be presented and heard and 
.all other necessary proceedings thereurnder may be taken during any 
perioc� appointed as a vacation to be observed by the Court. 

(3) The trial of an election petition shall be proce�ded ivith
notwithstanding the resignation by the respondent as a councillor.·· 

( 4) On the trial of the petition, unless the Court oth�rwise
-directs,· any charge of a corrupt or illegal practice may be gone into
and evidence in relation thereto received, before ai1y proof has been 
given of agency on behalf of .any candidate in respect of the corrupt or
illegal practice.

15 7. Witnesses shall be summoned and sworn in the same Witnesses. 

manner as in an ordinary action within the jurisdiction of the Court 
.an�� s'hall be subject to the same penalties for perjury. : ·:;·. : 

,;: •···· 
i 58. ( 1) On· the trial of an election petition the Court may · by rPowpr of 

,order require anv person who appears to it to have been concerned in court to 

the .. · election to �ttend a.s a witness and any person refusing to obey· �·i·�i:��s. 
thi"s order shall be guilty of contempt_ of court. 
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(2) The Court may examine any person so required to attend
or who is in court, although he is not called or examined ·by any party 
to the petition. 

(3) A witness may, after his examination by the ·court under
subsection ( 2), be cross-examined by or on behalf of the petitioner 
and respondent, or either of them. 

( 4) The Director of Public Prosecutions shall obey any direc­
tion given him by the Court with respect to t:he summoning and exam­
ination of any witness to give evidence at the trial: 

Provided that the examination of a witness may be conducted by 
such counsel as the Director of Public Prosecutions may appoint as his 
representative for that purpose and it sl1all not be necessary for a 
person appointed as the representative of the Director of Public �o­
secdtions under any provision of this Part to produce any commission 
or other proof of his having been so appointed. 

(5) The Director of Public Prosecutions shall· without any
direction from the Court ca.use any person appearing to him ,to be able 
to give material evidence as to the subject of the trial to attend the 
trial and either himself or his representative shal1, with the leave of 
the Court, examine him as a witness. 

159. ( 1 ) A per.son called before the Court as a witness respecting
an election shall not be excused from answering any question relating 
to any offence at or connected with the election on the ground that 
the answer thereto may criminate or tend to criminate hiin or on the 
ground of privilege: 

Provided that -
(a) a witness who answers truly all questions which he

is required by the Court to answer shall be entitled
to receive a certificate of indemnity from the Court
stating that the witness has so answered; and

(b) an answer by a person to a question put by or before
the Court when trying an election petition shall not,
except in the case of any criminal proceeding for per­
jury in respect of the evidence, be in any proceedin�s,
civil or criminal, admissible in evidence against him.

(2) Where a person bas ,received a certificate of indemn:ty in
relation to an election, and any legal proceeding is at any time iMtituted 
against h:m for any corrupt or illegal practice, or any illegal payment, 
employment or hiring, or any offence under section 124 or 1.liilder sec­
tion 166 committed by him previou.s]y to the date of the certificate at 
or in relation to the elect:on

., 
any court having cognisance of the case 

shall, on production of the certificate, stay the proceedi.ngs and may, 
in its discretion, award to the said person such co5'ts as he may have 
been put to in ,tlle proceed:ng. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to relieve a per­
son receiving a certificate of indemnity from ar:i,y :ncapadty under any 
law relating to elections or from any proceedings ( other than a criminal 
prosecution) to enforce suich :ncapacity. 

160. No person who has voted at any election shall, in any pro-
ceeding on an election petition, be required to state for which list of 
candidates ·he has voted. 

161. (1) The reasonable expenses incurred by any person �n appear-
. iug to give evidence at the trial of an election petition, according to 

the scale allowed to witnesses in the trial of c�vil actions before the 
Court, may be allowed to such person under the hand of a Judge o.r 
the Registrar, and the amount to be paid to any suoh witness sl1all he 
ascertained and certified by the Registrar. 

(2) The e>..-penses of a witness called by a party shall be
deemed to be costs of the petition but the expenses of a witness called 
by the Court shall be deemed pa.rt of the expenses of the Court and 
paid out of moneys provided for such expenses. 

162. Any document or paper relating to an election and
required to be kept thereafter in safe custody by the Chief Election 
Officer under section 5 may be inspected or produced under an order 
of the .Court for the purpos·e of an election petition and the order may 
be made by a Judge on his being satisfied by evidence on oath that 
such inspection or production is required for the purpose aforesaid: 
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Provided that the Ch:ef Election Officer sha11, after the expiration 
of twelve months from the date of an election, hurn all such docu­
ments and papers relating thereto. 

163. (1) On a scrutiny at the trial .of a11 election petition any
tendered vote proved to be a valid \'ote shall, on the application of 
any party to the petit�on be added to the poll and any vote. given on 
a ballot paper in contravention of the provisions of subsections ( 2) 
of section 94 shall be struck off. 

(2) A�y decision referred to in subsection (5) of �ection 94
shalJ be subject to reversal by the Court on an elect�on petition. 

Scrutiny. 

4 
. Dithdra wal 16 . ( 1) A petitioner sha.11 not withdra,w an election petition with- of pe·tith:m. 

out the leave of the Court on special application, made in the prescribed 
manner and at the prescr:bed time and place. 

(2) The application shall not be made until the prestribed
notice of the intention to make it has been given in the prescribed 
manner. 

(3) Where there are more petit�oners than one, the application
shall not be made except with the consent of all the petitioners. 

( 4) If a petition is withdrawn the petitioners shall be liable
to pay the costs of the respondent. 

165. ( 1) Before leave for tlte withdrawal of an election petition Evhl�ncc
is granted, there shall ibe produced affidavits by all the parties to the ��iu;�t
petition and their solicitors and by tllle election agents of all the said dra�a1 of . 

h d'd 1 1 . 
b -- h C petition. part:es w o were can I ates at t 1e e ect1on, ut t e ourt may on 

cause shown dispense with the affidavit of any particular person if it 
seems to the court on special grounds to be just so to do. 

( 2) Each affidavit shall state that, to the best of the deponient's
knowledge and belief, no agreement or terms of any kind whatsoe\,l\er 
has or have been made, and no undertak:ng has b�en entered into, in 
relation to the withdrawal of the petition; bl!lt if any lawful agreement 
has been made with respect to the withdrawal of the petition, tihe 
affidavit shall set forth that agreement, and shall make the foregoing 
statement subject to what appears from the aff:.davit. 

(3) The affidavit� of the applicant and his solicitor shall
further state the grounrl.s on which the petition ig sought to be with­
drawn. 

( 4) Copies of the sa:d · affidavits shall be delivered to the
Director of Public Pro�cutions a reasonable time before the applica­
tion for the withdrawal is heard, and the Court may ·hear the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, ,or h:s duly appointed representative, in opposi­
tion to the allowance of the withdrawal of the prtition, and shall have 
the power to receive the evidence on oath of any person or persons 
whose evidence the Director of Puihlic 'Prosecutions or h:s representa­
tive may consider material. 

( 5) Where more than one solid tor is concerned for the
petitioner or nespondent. whether as a�ent for another soEcitor or 
otherwise, the affidavit shall he made by all such solicitors. 

166. If any person makes any agreement or terms or ent,ers Punish-

into any undertaking, in relation to the withdrawal of an elect:on peti- ment for 
d k. . f h . h corrupt 

tion, and such agreement, terms or un erta ·mg 1S or are or t e wit - withdrawat 
drawal of the petition in cons:deration of any payment, or in consider-
ation that a seat shall at any time be vacated, or in consideration of 
the withdrawal of any other such election petition, or :s or are (whether 
hwful or unlawful) not mentioned in the aforesaid affidavits, he sl1all 
be auilty of a misdemeanour and shall be liable on conv:ction on in-
dict�ent to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months or 
to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ) or to both such imprison-
ment and fine. 

16 7. ( 1) On the bear:ng �f the application fo�· _leave . to withdraw ���s��t 

a petition any person who might have been a petitioner m respect of 1�cw ,peti­

the matter to which the petition relates may apply t� t�e �urt �?tWr::ai 

to be substituted as the petitioner and the Court may, ;f it thmks' of petition. 

fit, substitute him accordingly. 
(2) If the proposed withdrawal is in the opinion of the Court

the result of any agreement, terms or undertaking. proh�bited by sec­
tion 166 or induced by any corrupt bargain or cons1d!erat10n, the Court 
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may by order direct that the security given on behalf of the original 
petitioner shall remain as security for any costs that may be inrni-recl 
by the substituted petitioner

1 
and that, . to the 1extent: :of 

the sum named in the security, the original petitioner and his surety 
shall be liabl� to pay the costs . of the substituted petitioner. 

. --!.

. . (3 )
° 

If no such order is made ·with respect to �he security given 
by- or on behalf of the original petitioner, security to the same amount 
as would be required in the case of a new petition and. subject to -the 
lik_e c�mditions and to the same right of objection shall be given by 
or on behalf of the substituted petitioner wihin three days after .the 
making of the order of substitution and before he proceeds with the 
petition; and if the substituted petitioner fails. to.. comply with .. the 
p�9yisions of this subs1ection the petition shaB stand dis:missed. . ... 

. . ( 4) Subject as aforesaid, a substituted petitioner shall, as near-
ly as may be, stand in the san1e position and be subject to the san'le 
liabilities as the original petitioner. .. 

168., ( 1) Where an election petition is withqrawn .. the Court shall 
make: a report to the c1erk of the local authority. 

(2) The report shall state whether in the opinion of the Court
_the withdrawal of the election petition was the result of any agree­
ment, terms or undertaking or was in consid!eration of any payment, .or 
in ·consideration that a seat s'honld be at any time vacated or in cr.m­
sideration of the withdrawal of any other suoh election petition .Qr 
fo_r any other consideration, and if so, shall state tl�e circumstances 
attending · the withdrawaL

169. ( 1) An election petition shall ·be abated by the death of a
�ole· petitioner or of tl1e survivclr elf se�eral petitio11ers. ·· .-· · 

. (2) The abatement of the petition shall not affect· the liability 
of . the petitioner or any other person to the payment of costs incurred 
in respect of any· proceeding taken prior to the abatement. .,, 

(3) On the a,batement of a petition the prescribed_ notice there­
of shall be given in t�e prescribed manner; and any person who migp.t 
have been a petitioner may, within the prescribed time after the notice 
is given, apply to the Court in the prescribed manner to be substituted 
as a petitioner; and the Court may if it thinks· fit. s-ubstitut!e him 
accordingly. ·· 

( 4) Security shall be given on behalf of a petitioner so sub'"'
stituted as in the case of a new petition. 

-I 70. · ( 1) If before the trial of an election petition -

(a) a responden� other than the Chief Election Officer
or an election· officer gives the pre�cri'bed notice that
he does not intend to oppose the petition or dies, the
Registrar �hall give notice thereof in the prescribed
manner and any person who n1ight have been a
petitioner in respect of the election may; within the
prescribed time after the notice is given apply to the
Court to be admitted as a respondent to oppose the
petition, and shall be admitted ar.cordingly;

(b) any person who might have been a petitioner in .reR�
pect of the election gives notice in the prescribed ·
manner that he intends at the trial to apply to ·be·
admitted as a respondent, then at the trial of the
petition, upon the Court being satisfied that there
a.re reasonable grounds for believing that circrnm­
stances have arisen that, if the original respondent
( not being the Chief Election Officer or an election
officer) were a councillor, would cause him to vaca.t.e
his seat under section 40, the Court may admit such
person as a respondent to oppose the petition:

Provided that the number of persons admitted under this sub-
section shall -not ·exceed· three.· '"- ... 

(2) A respondent who has given the prescribed notice that he
does not intend to oppose the petition shall not be allowed to ap­
pear to act as a party against the petition in any proceedings thereon. 
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.. :. i 171. (1) ,vhere on an election petition it is sho n that - ��.�:�ce 

. : : 1.. J 
tion of 

(a) a corrupt or illegal practice was c mmitted in con- candidate 

t. . h th 1 , l d'd b for corn�t nee 10n wit e e echon lY a can 1 ate or y any or ill"'g�\I . 
agent of the candidate with his 

r
nsent or conni- pr.actk,: 

or 1ae:k . vance; of quali­
fication. 

(b) a candidate was at the time of his lection a person
. .. not qualified, or a person disqualified, for election, 

tpe_ Court shall dedare his election to be void. J (2) For the purpose of paragraph (b) of s bsection ( 1 )·, an
agent of a candidate means an election agent or assistant agent or any 
other person acting under the general or special auth rity of a candi­
·cfate with reference to the election.
. . . · ( 3) Upon a dedaration · of the Court under subsection ( 1),
the· vacant seat in the local authority shall be filled ·accordance with
section 103.
• , 1: 

172. ( 1) W1here on an election petition it is sho n that the seats Rc-allnca-­

in the council were not aJlocated in accordance with the provisions of tion ot 

section 99, the Court sha]l order that the seats be re+allocated by the seats. 

-returning officer in accordance with those provisions ahd that the elec-
t-icm· of �ouncil)ors. be1 re-declared in accordance with the provisions· of
�ection . 100. , . . · · ·1 · 
.,,,•:·: · (2) Where on an election petition the Court on a scrutiny

d�terinines that the number of valid votes cast for· a y list of candi­
dgfes' differs from the nuinlber of votes upon which se�ts in the council
,�ere· allocate� .to that. list, the Court ma� orde� that !the alJocati_on of
seats to that' list be reviewed by the returnmg officer anti that, on 1t ap­
pearing to the · returning officer from such review 'that any seai was
not allocated in accordance with the provisions of s•ectfon 99, such seat
shaH be re-allocated by tJhe .returning officer in accordance with those
proyisions and the election of co_uncillors shall be re,i.declared by . the
r:t;A�r

.n.
ing officer in a

.
c:�ordance 

�
ith t

.
h

�. 
pro

�
is'.ons .o� section 100 .

. ,,. 173. (I) \Vhere on an elect10n peht10n 1t .. 1s· shoJn that - Avoic1a,.1i.:c 
, · · · . of elecuorr 

· ·' . (a): corrupt 0� illegal p'ractices or illegai payments, . ein- !��e:Joc-

'; 
. f 1t�:;i:£1 h1t:,::;:r;"�£

1
v:i:::;.;;�:�� w.irL�'

99; . · . · .
(b) the election was not conducted in ace nlance with the

principles laid 
I 
down in Part III ( su h circumstances 

b�ing: . hereinafter referred to as "prbcedural irregul-. arities") and such procedural irr1egularities may
reasonably be supposed to have affected the a11on-

tion of sea. ts under section . 99, . j .
the, Court shall declare the .election to be void. · 

. 1 ( 2) The election shall not be Hable, by. reaso of general cor-
ruption, bribiery, treating or intimidation, to ·be avo:ded otherwis-e than 
by virtue of paragraph · (a) of subsection (I). ' · 
· · · ( 3) The election shall not be declared invalid

�
ry reason of any 

acti · or om:ssion by the· Chief Election Officer ·or an :election officer 
in breach· of his official duty in connection with th� e ection or other­
wise· if it· appears to. the: Court that the election ·was ·so conducted as 
fo 'be s·ubstant:ally ' in acc0rdance with the law relating to the election 
and that the act 01� omission may not rea�onably_ be s?�)po�ecl _to have
,iffected the aIJoca t10n of seats under sect10n 99; · 

1 · 

( 4) The validity of the election shall not hie ifnpugned on the
·gr·ound t�at the· appli�ation of any registered voter ehtitled to apply
tp ·vote by proxy so to vote· wa:s r1ef used or tha f the· appl:ca tion of any
r'�gistered voter not entitled to apply· so ' to vote' was grant�d; and such
refosal and grant shaII be deemed· riot to be procedutal · irregularities
and notwithstanding' a·n:V of' the provisions ·of this· section the_ election
shaH not be declared .to �e vo:d by reas�n th;er��f. ·

t

i · · 

174. At the conclusion of the trial of an elec. ·on petition the Conclusion 
Court shall forthwith certify in writin.g· its' det:erminal� n to the clerk �r pe�t1�n ,
of the local' auth,ority' and dpon'· any··such '·certificate. �eing, given the 
de'terin:nation .. of the Court shall be··final� ·the 'Court may in addition
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to giving the certificate and at the same time, make a special report 
to the clerk of the local authority as to matters arising in the course 
of the trial an account of which :n the judgement of the Court ought 
to be submitted to the local authority. 

17 5. ( 1) If. on the application of any party to an election petition 
made in the prescribed manner to the Court, it appears to the Court 
tbat the case ra:sed by the petition can be conv:eniently stated as a 
special case, the Court may direct it to be stated accordingly and 1he 
special caSje shall be heard 1before the Court, · and the Court shall certify 
in writing to the clerk of the local authoritv its cleterminat:on in re-
Jation to the special case. 

(2) If it .appears ·to the Court on the trial of an eJection
petit:on that any question of law requires further consideration by the 
FulJ Court, the Court may adjourn the further hearing of the petitfon 
or postpone its determination thereon, and reserve such question� by 
stating a case for the decision of the FuJJ Court, and the Full C'ourt 
shaJI have power to. hear and decide any queston so reserved; and 
the Court shall determin:e the petition in accordance with the rleci5:ion 
of the Full Court on the question so reserved. 

176. (1) All costs of and in�idental to the presentation of an eliec­
t�on petition and the proceedings consequent thereon, except such as 
are by this 5ection otherwise provided for, shall be defrayed by the 
parties to the petition in su!Ch manner and in such proportion as the 
Cpurt may determin:e; and in part:cular any cost5 whioh in the opinion 
of the Court have been caused by vexatious conduct, unfounded alJe­
gations or unfounded objections on the part :either of the petitioner 
or of the respondent, and any needless expense incurred or caus!ed on 
the part of the petition!er or respondent, may 1Je ordered to be de­
frayed by the parties by whom :t has been incurred or caused whether 
or not they ar;e on the who1e successful. 

(2) If a petitioner neglects or refuses for six months after
demand to pay to any person summoned as a. witness on his ·beha1f 
or to the respondent any costs certified or adj1klged to be due to him 
and the neglect or refusal is, within one year after the demand, proved 
to the sat:sfaction of the Court: e\llery person who in accordance with 
section 150 entered into a recognisance relating to the petition �hall 
be h:eld to have made default in the recognisance and such default s.hall 
be dealt with under subsections (!1) and ( 2) of section 208 of the 
Crim�nal Law (Procedure) Ordinance as though committed a.t �lhe 
then curr:ent sitting of the Court in the ex.ercise of its criminal juris­
diction in the county where the pet:tion was tried, or. if the Court is 
not then so sitting, such default shall be deemed to have heen dealt 
with under those subsections as thongh committed at the last pre­
ceding sitting of the Court as aforesairl, and the recognisance s·hall be 
enforceable accordingly. 

177. ( 1) Wlhere upon the trial of an election petition it appears. to
the Court that any p:erson or persons is or are proved, whether hy pro­
viding money or otherwise, to have been extensively engaged in corrupt 
practices, or to havie encouraged or promoted extensive cormpt prac­
tices· in reference to the election to which the petition relates. the 
Court may, after giving that person or those persons an opportunity 
of being heard by counsel or solicitor and examining and cross­
exa.m:ning witnesses to show cause why the order should not be 
made, order the whole or part of the costs to be paid by that person 
or those persons or any of them and may or�er that if the cost� 
cannot be recovered from one or more of those persons they shall 
be paid by some other of those person� or hy either of the partie� 
to the petition. 

(2) Where any person appear_s to the Court to have been
guilty of a corrupt or illegal practice, the Court may, after �iving 
that person ain opportun�ty of making a statement to show why the 
order $'hould not be made. order the whole or any part of the costs 
of or incidental to any proceeding before the Court in relation to 
the said offence or to the said· person to ·be paid by the said pt'Tson 
to such person or persons as the Court may direct. 

178. ( 1) Where, in an election pet:tion a. char11:e is made of a
corrupt practice or an il1egal practice having been committed at the 
election to which the petition refates

1 
the Court shall, when certifying 
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its determination as hereinbefore provi eel, r:eport in writing tu the Minister and the clerk of the local authority who shall submit such report to the council, j (a) whether any corrupt dractice or illegal practice hasor has not been proveil to have been committed byor with the consent orl connivance of any candidateat the election, and ttie nature of the corrupt prac­tice or illegal practice;(b) the names of all pe ons, if any, who have beenproved at the trial to have been guilty of anycorrupt practice or :11 gal practice;( c) whether corrupt practi es or illegal practices have orwhether there is reaso to believe that corrupt prac­tices' or illegal practi es have, ;extensively prevailedat the election to w ch the petition relates; and( d) if any person is repor ed to have been guilty of anycorru1Pt practice or o any illegal practice, whetherhe has or has not b en furnished with a certificateof indemnity.( 2) Before a per.son, not bein a party to the petition or acandidate on behal,f of whom a seat is cla:med by the petition, is reported by the Court to have been uilty, at the election, of any corrupt or illegal practice, the Court shall cause notie.e to be given to such person. ( 3) If the person appears in pursuance of the notice, tht:'iCourt shall give h;m an opportunity f being heard by himself and of calling evidence in his defence to how why he should not be so reported. ( 4) Every person who is r:epo ed by the Court to have beenpersonally guilty of any cormpt or illegal practice at the election shall, whether he obtained a cert:fica of indemnity or not, be sul>­ject to the s·am:e incapacities as he w 1!1.d be subject to if he had at the date of such election been convic ed of the offence of wh:ch he is reported to have been guilty. ( S) lf the Court reports that any corrupt practice has beenproved to have been committed in eferenae to the election by or with the consent or connivance of a candidate at the elect�on, the candidate shall be incapable during a period of five years next after the date of the report, of being elected a councillor of any local author­ity and he shall further be subject to e same incapacities as if at the date of the said report he had been c nvicted of such corrupt practice. ( 6) If the Court reports tha any illegal practice has beenproved to have been committed in ref rence to the .election. by or with consent or connivance of a candidat at the election, the candidate shall be :ncapable, during a period five years next after the date of the r.eport, of being elected a cou cillor of any local authority anrl he shall further be subject to the sa e incapacities as if at the date of the report he had heen convicted of such illegal practice. 179. ( 1) Where a person who is subject to :ncapacity by reason f;��mption of his conviction of a corrupt or i legal practice is reported under liability. section 178 to 'be guilty of such corr pt or illegal practice, no further in<;:apacity shall be imposed on him nder the provisions of subsection ( 4) . of that section.(2) Where a person who is ubject to incapacity under sub:­section ( 4) of section 1 78 for any orrupt or illegal practice is con­victed of such corrupt or il'legal pra'.cfae no further incapacity shall be deemed to be imposed on hin� by reason of the conviction. ( 3) Every refenence to con�quences in section 121 -shall ht'construed to include a reference to eonsequiences under this Part and nothing prov:ded in this Part shall abridge any powers of the Court under that section. 180. (1) Where any person is subject to any incapacity by virtueof, convict�on of an offence or the report of the Court under section I,84 and he or some other person in respect of whose act the incapac­ity was imposed, is on a prosecutio acquitted of any of the matters i� respect of which the incapacit was imposed, the acquittal shall 
Removal 
of inl'apa­
city. 
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thereafter, or if an appeal be made, after the expiration of the 
ordinary period allowed for making an appeal or, if an appeal is made 
and the acquittal is affirmed, after the appeal if fina1ly disposed of or 
if an appeal is made and is abandoned or fails by reason of non­
prosecution ·thereof, after the appeal is abandoned or so fails, be re­
ported to the Court which may, if it thinks fit, order that the incapa­
citf shall henceforth cease so far as it is imposed in respect of those 
matters. 

(2) Where a person becomes subject to any incapacity by
virtue of conviction of an offence or the report of the· Court under 
section 1 78 and any witness who gave evidence against such incapaci­
tated person upon the proceeding for such conviction. or report is 
subsequently convicted of perjury in respect of that evidence, the 
incapacitated person may apply to the Court, and the Court, if satis­
fied that the conviction or report regarding such person was based upon 
perjury may order that such incapacity sha11 henceforth cease, and the 
same shall cease accordingly; and if by reason of the conviction or 
report a vacancy has occured in the local authority and such vacancy 
ha� been filled by another person in accordance with section 106, such 
other person shall cease to be a councillor and the person whose in­
capacity has ceased shall be re-instated as a councillor. 

DISPUTED VACANCIES 

181. ( 1) Any question whether a councillor has vacated his offic�
shall be ref erred to and determined by the Court. 

( 2) Every such reference shall be by a petition (hereinafter
referred to as a. vacancy petition) presented to the Court ·by -

(a) the clerk of the local authority when so authorised
by the resolution of the local authority:

(b) a r.egistered voter for the local authority area.

182. ( 1) A vacancy petition shall be in the prescribed form,
state the prescribed matters and be signed by such persons as may be 
prescribed, and shall be presented by delivering it at the office of the 
Registrar, and the Registrar or the officer of the re�istry of the Court 
to whom the petition is delivered shaI1, if required, give a receipt there­
for. 

( 2) The Registrar shall cause a copy of the petition to be
transmitted to such persons as may be prescribed and sha11 cause 
the petition to be published in the pre�cribed manner. 

( 3) A vacancy petit�on shall be served in such manner as
may be prescribed. 

183. ( 1) When a vacancy petition has been pr,esented to the Court
by a registered voter pursuant to par�graph (b) of subsection (2) of 
section 182, the petitioner shall at the time of delivering the reference 
to the Registrar or within three days afterwards give security for all 
costs. which may become payable by him to any witness summoned 
on his behalf or to any party to the petition. 

(2) Security shall be an amount of five hundred dollars and
shall be given in the prescribed manner by recognisance ,entered into 
by any number of sureties approved by the Court not exceeding four 
or by a deposit. of money, or partly in one way and {Jartly in the 
other. 

184. Within the prescribed time, not exceeding five days after
delivery of a vacancy petition, the petitioner shall cause notice of 
the presentation of the petition, and of the nature of the security or 
proposed security and a copy of the petition to be served upon -

(a) the councillor whose office is the subject-matter of the
petition;

(b) such other person as· may be prescribed.

185. The parties to a vacancy petition �hall be-

(a) the petitioner;
(b) the councillor whose office is th.e subject-matter of the

petition;
( c) such other person as', in the opinion of the Court, is inter­

ested in the determination of the ·question referred, and
whom the CouH directs

· 
may' 'be heard upon the hearing 

of the reference: · ' · 
· · 

Provided that the Court shall hear the Director of Public 
Prosecutions or other representative appointed by him whether or not 

\ 
l ' 
) 
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he is a party to the petition, and shall have power to receive theevidence on oath of any person whose .evidence the Director or hisrepresentative may conS":der material. 

186. SUibject to such modifications and adaptations as may be AppJka-neGessary fur the purpose, the following provisions of this Part shall rion _o_f 
so far as they are applicable, have effect on a vacancy petition pre- provisions. 

sented to the Court, namely - sections 152, 153, 154 and 155, subsec-tions (1), (2) and (3) of section 156, sections 151, 158, 175 and 176: 
Prov:ded that in subsection ( 1) of section 153 the refer­ence to section 150 shall bt' deemed to be a reference to section 18.3.

18 7. The Court shall, at the conclusion of the hearing of a D�ter: . • j • h . l 1
_ f mmation vacancy petit10n, c 1etermme t e quest10n t 1ereu,y re erred to it and ·.:if .v.acancy shall forthwith certify in wr:ting such determination to the clerk of 'l)\:t11ion. 

the local authority; and the certified determination of a vacancy petition by the Court shall b:e final. 
IHSPUTES REGARDING ELECTIONS TO CERTAIXOFFICES. 

188. ( 1) Any question whether any person has been validly dee- !�d
1
�:nccled to an office to which this section applies, or, having been �o dee- court. ted, has vacated such office shall be determined by the Court upon a reference thereto. 

(2) No such question :;-hall be referred to the Court except by
(a) the clerk of the local authority;
(b) a councillor of the local authority.

( 3) This section applies to offices in a local authority { L>therthan the office of cou,ncillor) the holder of which is a councillorelected from among their number by the councillors or the 1wrsonselected to he councillors. 
189. ( 1) A refertnce to the Court qtiestioning whether a person l�elivery 

was validly elected to an office to which section 188 appl:es shall be Lt,��e. delivered to the Registrar within twenty-one days of the election or the appointment, as the case may be. 
(2) The reference shall be in the prescribed form, state theprescribed matters and be signed by such person as may be ·prescribed.
( 3) The Registrar shall send a copy of a reference made bya councillor to the clerk of the local authority who shall cause it tobe laid before the local authority. 

190. ( 1) When a question has been ref erred to the Court undersections 188, and 189 by a counc:llor, the councillor so referring the question ·shall at the time of delivering the referenc,e to the Registraror within three days afterwards, give security for all costs which mayb,ecome payable by him to. any witness summoned on his behalf orto any .party to the reference. 
( 2) Security shall be an amount of five hundred dollars andshall be given in the prescribed mann,er by recognisance entered intoby any number of sureties approved by the Court not exceedingfour or by a deposit of money, or partly in one way and partly inthe other. 

S�curit:, 
for costs. 

191. The parties to a reference to the Court under sections Panic� 188 and 189 shall be --
��r:n:!� 

(a) the derk of the local authority or the councillorreferring the question as the case may be; 
( b) the person whose election to or tenure in an of[ceto which section 188 applies or whose appointmentas a councillor is questioned; 
( c) sllch other persbn as the Court may direct.

192. At the conclusion jf the hearing of a reference undersections 188 and 189 the Court shall determine whether the personhas· been validly elected to an office to which section 180 applies orwhether he has vacated such offic or has been validly appointed as acoundlor, as the case may requ re, and shall forthwith certify inwriting such determination to the Minister and to the clerk of thelocal authority; and the certified determination by the Court of suchreference shall be Ena 1. 

Determina­

tion of reference. 
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GENERAL 

193. Any of the powers of the Court conferred by or under
·any of th provisions of this Part may be ,exercised by a single Judge:
Provided that any power, jurisdiction or authority vested in the Court
under sec ion 196 with respect to proceedings brou,g'ht by or under this
Part shal only be excercisable by such numher of Judges as could
exercise t at power, jurisdiction or authority if the proceedings were
an ordina y action within the jurisdiction of the Court.

194. Any summons, notice or document required to be served
on any .µ rson with reference to any proceeding under this Part for the 

causing him to appear before the Court or otherwise, or of 
an 01lportunity of mak�ng a statement, or showing cause, 

ard by himself before any Court for any purpose of this Act, 
s rved�-

(a) by delivering it to that person; or
(b) by leaving it at, or sending it by post by a registered

letter to, his last known place of abode; or
( c) in S'uch n.1anner as may be-

( i) prescribed, or
(ii) directed by any Judge before whom the proceed­
ing is taken.

195. Subject to the provisions of the Part and rules made
by the vir ue of any such provisions, the rules of court with respect to 
costs in ac ion, causes and matters in the Court shiall, so far as practic­
able, appl in relation to costs of petitions and other proceedings under 
this Pa.rt. 

196. The Court shall, subject to the prov1s10ns of this Part

and rule� ade by virtue of any such provisions, have the same powers, 
jurL"dictio and authority with respect to· any proceedings brou�ht 
under or b virtue of this Part as if the proce�dings were an ordinary 
action wit in the jurisdiction of the Court. 

197. Anything which this Part authorises or require� to be
prt>scribed hall be prescribed by rules of court. 

PART V 

MIS ELLANEOUS AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS. 

I%. ( l) The Minister may make regulations for giving effect to 
the provisi ns of this Act and anything which is to be pr,escribed in 
pursuance f this Act shall, except as is provided by section 19 7, be 
prescribed �y such regulations. 

( ) The power to make regulations under this Act shall be 
deemed to include a power to alter, vary or amend the provisions of 
schedules. 

( 3) A11 regulations under this Act shaU be laid before the
National A semb]y within fourteen days next after they are made and if 
the Nation I Assembly, within the period of thirty days beginning 
with the d y on which the regulations are laid before it resolves that 
the r.egulat ons or any part of them be annulled, they shall thereby 
be annulle to the extent set forth in the resolution, and the regula­
tions or p t thereof so annulled shall henceforth become void and of 
no effect t without prejudice to the validity of anything previously 
done uncle the regulat�ons or any part ther,eof, as the case may be, 
or to the aking of new regu�ations. 

( 4) In reckoning for the purposes· of subsection ( 3) any period
of davs, n account s-hail be taken of any time during which Parlia­
ment ·is dis olved or porogued or during- which the National Assembly 
is adjourned for more than seven days. 

199. : · The power conferred by the High Court Ordinance to
make rules .'of court shall be deemed to include the power to make rules 
of court fo any of the purposes of this Act. 
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200. When any oath is required to be taken· by or under this ~ffirma-
Act, every person permitted by Jaw to make a solemn affirmation or tums. 

declaration may, instead of taking an oath, make a solemn dec1aration 
in the form of such oath, substituting the words '•sol1emnly, ~incerely, 
and truly dedar1e and affirm" for the word "swear'' and omitting the 
words "So help me God". 

201. Notwithstandin~ the provisions of any other law all Exemption 

d l · d h' A I • b from stamp ec arat10ns un er 1t is ct or regu at:ons thereunder shall e exempt duty. 

from stamp duty. 

202. Where any notice is required to he published by a local i>.llblka-

authority under this· Act, the same sh~ll be published by affixing it to ~~~ic~! 
the off.:.ces of the local authority and it may also be published in such by Ioc~l 
other manner, if any as is, in the opinion of the local authority . ex- authonty . · 

pedient to giv.e publicity thereto. 

203. No election officer or registration officer shall produce 1Du1y not 

for inspection or supply a copy of the t.humlb-print, fingerprint or photo- ~~o~~s­
graph of an applicant for registration as a voter or of a registered fil~gl'r­
voter except- prmts. 

(a) for the purposes of this Act and ~ts enforcement; 

( b) for purposes connected with th~ registration of voters 
and the coiidUct of an election; 

( c) as otherwise expressly provided by law. 

204. ( 1) Save as otherwise .expressly provided, all offences against Prose­

this Act shall be prosecuted under the Summary Jurisd:ction Ordinances. cudiions 
11 1 .an 11c a -

( 2) A person guilty of an offence against this Act for which ties. 

no special penalty is provided, shall be liable on conviction to a f:ne 
not exceeding five hundred dollars or to imprisonn1ent for a tem1 not 
exceeding six months. 

205. The expenses of the Ch:ef Election Officer and his staff ExpcnSi:s 
· of Chit•f 

shall be paid out of the fundS' provided by Parliament. Election 
Officer. 

206. The Ordinances specified in Schedule 2 
pealed or amended to the extent specified therein. · 

are her.eby re- Cnns1'qUl!ll­
lial r.:.pcals 
and amt1nd­
Jll\!llls 
Schedult• 
2. 

207. Upon the coming into operat:on of the amendment to Transi-

subsection (4) of section 28 of the Local Government Ordinance ti_o!1a1 pm­

made by Schedule 2 of this Act (which amendment declares every ~:~~~~~;"_ 
village council to be a local authority to which this Act applies and ~~~mv~f:~.ge 
a local authority within the meaning of this Act), then notwithstand- cap. ·1so 
ing anything contained in the Local Government Ordinance, the 
Minister may by order -

(a) appoint any day for the first .election of councillor~ 
of any village council under this Act; 

(b) appoint a day for the election of the cha:rman and 
deputy chairman of such council by the persons 
elected to be councillors; 

( c) determine the terms of office of councillors and 
chairman and deputy chairman first elected as afore­
said. 

208. ( 1) If at any time ·any diffi<~~1lty arises in connection with the Rem~v:11 
1. . f h' A . b . . . t t' f th ot thff1-app 1cahon o t is ct or m rmgmg rn o opera ion any o e pro- culti•·s. 

visions, the Min:ster may by order make any provision that appears 
to him necessary or expedient for remuving the difficulty. 

( 2) Any such order may modify the provisions of this Act 
:n respect of any particular matter or occasion so far as may appear 
to the Minister to be necessary or expedient for removing . the diffi­
culty. 

(3) The provisions of subsections (3) and ( 4) of section 198 
shall mutatis mutandis apply to any order made under th~s section 
as they apply to regulatioQs made under the said section 198. 
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SCHEDULE 1 ( section 40). 

Qli'FICES DISQUALIFYING FOR OFFICE AS COUNCILLOR 

M.ember of the National Assembly.
Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature.
Ombudsman.
Director of PubEc Prosecutions.
Magistrate.
Member of the Police Force.
M.ember of the Guyana Defence Force.
Member of Local Government Service Commission.
Local Government Officer.
Chief Election Officer.
Election Officer.
Registration Officer.

SCHEDULE 2 (sect�on 206) 

ORDINANCES AMENDED AND REPEALED 
---·· -------------

Chapter or · . Short-Title
Number 

Cap. 150 Local Govern­
nient Ordinance 

Extent of amendment o.r repeal 

(a) J n sect�on 2 delete the
definition of the word
"election".

(b) In section 28
( i) Substitute for sub­

sections ( 4) and ( 6) the
following subsections -
" ( 4) All village council­
lors shall be elected at 
elections held every third 
year during the period 
commencing on 1st �o­
vel)l.'1Jer and ending on 
7th December in accord­
ance with the provisions 
of the Local Authorities 
(Elections) Act, 1969; ·�t1969. 

and ev:ery village cound 
shall he a local authority 
to which that Act. ap-
plies and a local author-
ity within the meaning 
of that Act, and the 
overseer shall be the 
clerk of the local author-
ity for the purposes nf 
that Act. 

( 5) The number of reg-
istered voters who mav.
under secfam 43 of the
Local Authorities (Elec- No. 

tions) Act, 1969, submit 01 1969. 
a list of candidates shall
be not less than twenty
and not more than thirty.

( 6) The amount of the
personal expenses which
may be incurred under
subsection ( 2) of section
107 of the Local Author-
it:es ( EJ ections) Act, 

N 1969 by a candidate at �t
°

·1969. 

--�l 
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Chapter or 
Number 

Short-Title Extent of amendment o.r repeal 

an election to a village 
council shall not exceed 
one hundred dollars and 
the .expenses which may 
be incurred under sub­
section ( 1 ) of section 109 
of that Act by or on be­
half of a group of candid­
ates shall not exceed 
five hundred dollars"; 
(ii) Delete paragraphs
(c). (d), (e), (f), (h)
a.nd (i) of sulbsection
( 7), and substitute sub­
section ( 8) ;
(iii) Substitute for sufb­
sect:on ( 9) the following
subsection -
"Except as is otherwise 
provid�d in this Ordin­
ance, the term of office 
of councillors shall bt­
tlirt-e years commencing 
on the first day of Jam:­
arv after the declaration 
m�der sect:on 101 of the 
Local Authorities (Elec-
tions) Act., 1969 of the '�r°',1969.election results for the 
village'�; 
(iv) Substitute for sub­
section ( 10) the follow­
ing subsection - " ( 10)
A person filling a va­
cancy in the office of
councillor in accordance
with section 103 of the
Local Authorities (Elec­
tions) Act, 1969 shall
hold office for the un­
expired term of office of
his predecessor";

(c) Delete sections 29, 30.
and 32.

( d) Tn .sect:on 33 substitute
for the words which ap-

. .. pear before the proviso
the following words -
"If a member of a village
coutncil is either directly
or indirectly pecuniarily
:nterested in any contract
with the council he shall,
at any meeting of the
council at which the con­
tract is the subject of
consideration, disclose the
fact and shall not take
part in the consideration
or d:scussion of or vote
on any question with
respect to the contract:''

( e) In section 34, substitute
for paragraphs ( c), ( d)
and ( e) the following
paragraphs -
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Chapter or 
Number 

Short-Title Extent of amendment o.r repeal 

" ( c) is not qualified to 
be elected; 
( d) is disqualified for.
being or is disqualified.
from continuing to be a
councillor."

(f) Substitute for section 35
the following section -
" 3 5. Whenever a vacancy
occurs in the office of a

councillor of a village
cou11cil the overseer shal1
report the same at the
next meeting of the
council and the council
shall publish notice there­
of, and the provisions of
section 103 of the Loca1
AuthoriUi,es (Elections) No.
Act, 1969 shall app1y to of 1969. 

the fillfog of that
vacancy."

· (g) In section 36 substitute
for subsection ( 3) the 
following subsection -
" ( 3) No action under 
this section shall be 
brought after three 
wonths from the date of 
publication under section 
3 5 of notice of the 
vacancy"; 

(h) Delete sections 37 to 49
and sections 51 to. 54.

(i) In sJction 55 -
( i) in subsection ( 2 )
substitute lhe words and
figures ''not later than
the 16th" for the words
and fig.mes "within the
10th and 20th'';
(ii) re-number. subsec­
tion ( 7) as subsection
(&);
(iii) i�sert the following
subsection as subsection
(7) -
" (7) Where by reason
of an equality of votes
cast at the election by
the voters no person is
.elected chairman, the
Minister shall select one
of the councillors re­
ceiving the greatest num­
ber of equal votes to be
chairman".

(j) In section 56 substitute
in subsection ( 6) the
words "Minister respon­
sible for local govern­
ment" by the word
"Board" wherever that
word appears.

(k) Delete sections 57 to 69.
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Chapter or Short-Title 
Number I 
----·-·-----------·--+-. -·-.. -

. I 
I 

Local Govern­
ment (Bartica 
Voters !Register 
Contimhnce) 
Ordinance, 
1963. 

EXPLAJATORY 

Extent of amendment o.r repeal 

(I) In paragraph (a) of sec­
tion 76 delete the words
''village council or".

(m) Delete the first and
second schedules.

Repealed.

MEMORANDUM 

The purpose of th:s Bill is to provide for the registration of voters 
for local government .elections, the_ holding of those elections and for 
the determination of controversies relating to such elections· and to the 
membership of local authbriti.es. 

2. Part I of the Bill charges the M:nister responsible for elec-·
tions to the National As�embly with the r:esponsibility of supervision 
over the registration of local government voters and over the admin­
:strative conduct of local government elections. 

3. Part II prov1
t

es for the preparation of registers of persons 
qualified to vote at elect ons of councillors. The persons qualified tc. l 
he registered in any loc 1 authority area are persons qual:fied to be 
registered as electors for elections to the National AS'sem!bly who are 
ordinarily resident in the area. 

. 4. The reg1istration process :n any area is to be commenced
hy a registration order m!ade by the Minister responsible for elections 
to the National AsS'embly ( clause 8). Thereupon preliminary lists are 
to be prepared of persons whose names appear :n the register to be 
compiled for the purposes of registration whose addresses are recorded 
in the register as being within the area of the local authority (clause 
11). 

l 5. Persons whos names do not appear on the preliminary list
hut who are quaUfied to be registered as local government voters for 
the area may apply in pers·on for registration to the assistant electoral 
registrar of the area. If he is satisfied that they are qualified he will 
then register them in a supplementary list. 

6. Persons may !object to the inclusion of names in the pre-
liminary list and those objections shall be heard and determined by 
the electoral registrar (Clause 20). 

7. Registration i� completed by the electoral registrar making
any necessary corrections to the preliminary and supplementary lists, 
which tog:ether will form he local government electoral register for the 
area. 

8. Part III pro 'des for the election of members of local
authorit:es by a system f proportional re.presentation under which 
votes are cast in favour f lists of candidates, the whole of the local 
authority area forming o. e· electoral area for determining the result of 
the elections. However, the Minister may sub-divide a local authority 
area into as many electoral areas as he may think fit. These lists may 
contain the names of not more than the number of candidates to be 
elected set out in the order of priority for which their election is 
sought. 

� 
9. Voting must enerally be in person at the polling place

where is displayed the o ficial list of voters on which the name of 
the voter appears, but prov:sion is included for voting by proxy in cer­
tain cases for not more than three other registered voters entitled to
vote at the same polling 

I 
place. Voters must produce their identific­

ation cards before they can be issued with ballot papers. 

No. '.2.1 
of l953. 
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10. After the votes have been counted the results of the elec-
tions are to be ascertained by the returning officer for the local au­
thority area in the manner set out in clause 98 and seats a1located in 
accordance with clause 99. 

11. Provision is also included in this Part for the appo:nt-
ment of election agents and for election expenses. 

12. Part IV makes provision· for the reference to and deter-
roinat�on by the High Court of questions re]a ting to the validity of 
election of members of local authorities and for the determination of 
disputes relating to local government elections and membership of local 
authorit:es. 

13. Part V contains provisions making consequential amend-
ments" to .election provisions of the Local Government Ordinance ( Cap. 
150); :ncluded amongst these amendments are provisions declaring 
village councils to be local authorities for the purposes of this Bill . 
and specifying not less than twenty and not more than thirty as the 
number of register.ed voters who may, under clause 43 of th:s Bill. 
submit a Jist of candidates. 

C. M. LLEWELLYN JOHN
1 

Minister of Local Government.
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