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PART T—PRELIMINARY

1. {1) This Act may be <ited as the Pensions (Governg-
Geaeral, Parliamentary and Special Officesy Act, 1969 and, suve as
otherwise provided in subsection (2). shall come into opcmtionr

Ist Junuary, 1970

(2) Part Il of this Act (scctions 3 to 6 inclusive) and sco
tions 2, 16, 17 and 1€ in their application thercto shall be decmed fo
have come mto operation on 16Gih November, 1969. .

2. (1) For the purposes of this Act —
“appropriatc Minisier™ mcans the Minister responsible for

{inance;

“award™ means any amount payable out of the Consolid-
ated Tund (o any person pursuant to this Act;

*child” includes—
(a) a posthumous cluld;
{b) a step child:

(c) an ilicgitimate child who imumcdrately before the death
ol the deceased person, was wholly or mainly depend-
ent oc him for support; and

(d) an adopteé child, adopted in a maunner secogniscd
by law and, in the case of the Governor-General, the
Primc Minister or a person rcferred to in parageaph
(a) of subscction (1) of section 14, before the
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Governor-General, the Prime Minister or such per-
son last ccased 10 be Governor-General, Prune Min-
ister, or a lewisiator, as the casc may be;

“contributions” mcans contributions payable pursnant to
section 8,

“contributor” means any person. who by virtue of section

7 hecomes a contributor under this Act or who by virtue
of section Y is deermed to have become such a contri-
butor:

“former Jegislative service” means legislative service be-

tween 18th May, 1953 and 31st December, 1969 (hoth g
dates inclusive) as set out in the First Schedule, and Schedute.
service between 14th December, 1964 and 31st Decem-

ber, 1909 (both dates inciusive) as the holder of a
specified qualifying office;

“Governor-General’s pepsion™ means a pension pavable
under Part 11 of this Act to a person wbo has ceused
to be Governor-General;

“legislator”™ means a person who—
(a) s« member of the National Assembly; or

(b)Y not being such a member, is the holder of a specified
quadifying oitice;

pension” racans « pension payable pursuant to scction Y,

“Prime  Minister’s  pension”™ means a pension  payable
under Part 11 of this Act to a person who his ceuased
to be Prime Minister:

“salary” means ——

(a) in respect of former legislative service, the bhasic
salary paid to a person by virtue of his being u memi-
ber of the appropriate legistative body specitied in
the Tirst Schedule during the pertod of such service ;mu o
or, where during that puxod any such member held
a specitied qualilying office, the basic silary paid in
respect of the oilice so held; and

(5) as respects the Governor-General, the Prime Min-
ister or a legislator, the basic sulary _n:l_vuh!«. o the
Governor- JLHCT:II the Prime Minister or the leais-
lator as such, but in relation to a legislator hu]dmg
any specified qualitying office means the busic sulary
payabic to him iniespect oi the oflice so held; and

for the purposes of this delinition “basic salary™ mcans
the emcluments attaching to the appropriate office exctu-
sive of any duty allowance, professional altowince, entes-
tainment alfowance or any other allowance whatever or
any amount previded as a contribution to office or any
other expenses; J‘[
“specified  qualifying olfice™ means any of the ollices sedbng
specified 1n the Sccond Schedule or any office designated Seteduls.
as such by order mode by the appropriate Minister.

(2) Where the approoriate Minister by order made under
subsection (1) designates any office to be a specified thfvmu office
for the purposes of this Act e may by order made in like manncr
prescribe any conditions upen which service in that oflice shall be
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service as a legsslator for the purposes of this Act, and the provisio
of this Act shall have cﬂ“c?t accordingly.

:

(37 Any order made nnder this scction shall be laid before
the National Assembly within fourteen days after it is made. and
the Assemibly, within the period of thirty days beginning with the doy
on which any sach order is laid before it, resolves that the order be
annulled it shall be thereby annulled and the order so annulied shal
thenceforth become void and of po cifect but without prejudice o
validity of anything previousiy done vnder the order or te the making
of a new order.

(4d) For the purposes o subscction (3). in reckoning any
period of days. ne account shall be taken of any time during which
Pariiament is dwssoived er prorogued or during which the Mationad
Assemibly is adjourned for mere than seven days.

PART I—GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND PRIME MINISTER

(1Y Every person whe having held the oflice of Governot-
General on or after t6th Decersoer, (966 or who having held the
oftice of Prime Mister on or after Z2nd Decentber, 19685, ceases o
any time alter such date to be Governor-General or Prime Minister
shall be poid @ pansion under this Act with effect fron: the dJate on
which he ccases to be Governor-General or Prime Minister, as (%
case may be. and, subjeet w the provisions of subsection {2). sch
pension shall continue to be paid duripg the lifotime of that person.

2) The Governor-General's pension and the Prime Minister's
peasion <h i, f the person to whom it is payable becomes entitled to
salary as @ tegistator or as Governor-General or Prime Minister, ceas2
10 bhe pavah:c during the period in respect of which that persdn is in
receipt of salary as 2 legislator or as Governor-Ganeral or Prime Min-
ister. as the case may be: but where the Governor-General's pension
or the Prime Minister's pension, as the case may be, excoeds the rae
of such salary. mothing i this sunscction shall prevent the payment
of such pension to the extent of such cxcess.

4. The C:o.«,n.or-bulcrﬂl s pension and the Prime Minister's
pension shall be two-thirds of the highest annual rate of salary paid
to such person at any time as Governor-Genceral or Prime Mipister
as the case may be or ten thonsand dollars per annum, whichever &
the greater.

S. (1} Where a person dies while he is Governor-General of
Prime Minister or while he is cntiticd to reccive the Governor-Croneral's
pension or the Prime Mimster’s pension and he leaves 1 widaw, the
widow shall. subject 1o the provisious ol subscction (2), be pad 2
pension at an annual rate cequivalent 0 two-thirds of the Governor
General’s pension or the Prime Minister’s pension. as the case may be,

(2) A widow mcntioned in subscction (1) shall not b
cntitled 1o receive and shall not be paid a pension under this secti
in respeet of any peried after her re-marriage.

G. (1) Where a person dies while he is Governor-General o
Prime Minister or while hie is entitled to receive the Governor-General's
ponsion or the Primc Minister’s pension. lecaving entitled children,
cuch of such chiidren shall be paid. until he dics or ccases to he an
cntitled child, such atiowance at such rate as $he Primc Minister shall
detcrminc: so. however, that

(a; where thare is one entitled child. the annual rate
allowance pavable shall not cxceed one-sixth of the
annual rate of pension specificd in scction 4; or
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(by where there is more than one entitied  child,  the
avercpate rate of allowance payable shall not .c‘\tccg\l
one-third of the annuad rate of pension specificd in

section 4.
]

. (2) la this section, “‘entitled child” means a person who,
being a male, has not attained the age of twenty-one years or, being
a femwvle, has neither marricd while under the age of twenty-one years
por attained the age of twentv-one years.

PART 1II—-PARLIANMIINTARY AND SPECIAL OFFICES

7. (1) Subject to subsection (2), cvery person who, on Ist Contributors
January, 1970, is « legislator, and every person who, after st January,
1970, becomes a legislator, shall, by virtue of being a legislator, be-
come a contributer under this Act.

; (2) This section shall not apply to any person who on 1s
Hanuary, 1970 is a degislator but who within twenty-one days there-
‘after motifics the Clerk ol the Naional Assembly in writing of his
fntention not o become a contrihutor under this Act.

[ S. (1) Contributions are payable under this Act by every person Coatgbuisons.
&whn becomes a contributor and such contributions shall—
+

(i) he at the sate of 6 per cent of the salary pavahle
t¢ the contributor;

{b) be pavable in respect of the salary of the contributor
commencing on st January, 1970, ar on wny iater
daic on which the person concerned becomes a con-
tributor until he ceases to be a legislator;

(¢) uccrue daity and be deducted monthly from the salary
of cach contributor and be puaid to the Accountant
General. '

( ) All contributions made pursuunt to this section shuail be
paid into :he Consolidated Fund.

9. () Subject to the provisions of this Act. ¢ pension shall be Cizeumstinces
pud to ny person who. having Become a contributor under this henstons ace
Act— nayable.

(a) has served us u legislator for two full pardiamentary
terms or for periods equal in the aggregate 0 not
less than € years; and

(b) hus ceased to be a legislator; and

{c) either—-

(i) has attainesd the age of 55 yeurs; or

(i) not having attained the age of 35 years. has
produced medical evidence to the satisfaction of
the appropriate Minister, that he is incapable
by reason of infirmity of mind or body of dis-
charging the duties of a legislator and that such
infirmity is likely to be permanent.

2) For the purposes of this Act, a penson shall be deemed
to -have become a contributer, notwithstanding that he is not a legisiator
on 1st January, 1970, or docs not become a fegislutor thereitfter, i he
was a membder of the Nuational Asscimbly on or after 26th May, (966:
and in determining, for the purposes of this Act, the Iength of serviur
of any person as a legislator azecount shall be taken of former legisla-
tve wervice notwithstanding that contributions in respect thereof arve
not pavable under this Act.

l(3) For the purposes of this scction—-

.

(a) @« person docs not cease to be a legislator by reason
only ot the dissolution of Parliament;

(b) a person who irunediately before the dissolution of
Parfiament was a member of the National Asscmbly
shall cease to be a member of the Nationa! Assembly
it he iy, not such a member when the National
Assembly first mects next following the dissolution,
and if he so ccases shall be deemed to have ceasc)l
to be a member of the National Assenibly from the
date of the dissolution aforesaid;
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(¢} a person who is a legislator by virtue only of holdin
a specified qualifying oftice shall ccase to be 4 legis
lator f1om the dJate on which he ceases to hold such
office.

(4) No computation of a pension shall be made afier 3
general clection until 3G days, or such longer period not esceeding
three months as may be preseribed, has clapsed after the generd
clection.

(5) No peasion may be paid to any person who is in receipt
of or is cotiled o receive a Governer-General’s pension or a Prime
Miuister’s pension.

(6} Whire a person ccases to be a legislator but is no
eligible for a pension becanse of the provisions of subparagraph (i)
of paragraph (¢) ot sutscction (1), then, notwithstanding subsection
(1), the pension for which he would have been cligible at the dates
when the ceased to be a legislator shall be paid to him with cffetd
from the datc on which he attains the age specificd in subparagraph
(i) of paragraph (c) of subscction (1), if at that datc- -

ta) he has not received a gratuity under scction 13 i
respect of that period of his service as a legistator
to which the pension relates: and

(b) the is not otherwise disqualified for the payment of a
pension.

10. (1) The pension payable to any person shall—

(a) in the case of a person who has served as a legislator
for two lTull parliamentary terms or for penods
amoanting in the aggregate to not less than 6 years,
be at an-annual rate cqual to onc-third of onc vears
saluary ol that person;

thy in the case of « person who has served as a legislator
for periods amounting in the aggregate to not less
than 9 vears, e at an annual rate equal to onc-half
of one year’s salary of that person;

(c)y m the case of a person who has served as a legislator
for periods amounting in the aggregate to not les
than !2 years. be at an annual rate cqual to two
thivds of one year's salary of that person,

(2) TFor the purposer of subsection (1), “one year's salan”
ncans the highost annual rate of salary payable at any time to any
person as a legistitar or in respeet of former legislative scrvice,

(3) The pension pavable to any pemon <hall be paid with
cffcet from the date on which that person becomes cntitled therelo
pursuant to section 9 wnd. subicct 10 the provisions of this Act. shall
cantinue to be patd during the hfetime of that person.

. (f) A peoision shall cease to be payable during any period
in respect of which the person t¢ whom it is payable is in receipt of
salary as a legislator; but where the rate of such pension cxceeds the
rale of such salarv, nothing in this subscction shall prevent the pay.
munt of a pension o the extent of such cxcess.

(2) At the capiration of the period referred o in subsection
(1) during which a person is in reecipt of salary as a legistator. the
rate of pension shall be recalculated in accordance with the provisions
of section 0.

(3) Wherc a puension is recalculated pursuant to subscction
(2) and the person entitled thereto epts to reccive such nension by
way of a gratvity and a rcduced pension. then in caleulating the
amount of such gratuity there shall be deducted therefrom any amount
alrcady paid to suck person by way of . gratuity in respect of the
pensien payment ol which was suspended under subsection (1).

(4) A pomsion recaleulated in accordance  with  subseclion
(2) shall be paid «t the recalculated rate with effcot from the dae
of cessation of the period of service as o legislator which gave rise
to ‘the recalenlation.
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12. (1) Any person who iy cntitled to a pension may, at hn‘l{j-:‘:'t':,‘ s

_option excreisable in accordance with subsection (2), be paid instead pesion
of a pension at the rate provided for in section 10, a pension at
the rate of three-fourths of such pension together with a  gratuity
equal to twelve and one-linlf times the amount of the reduction sul
- made in the pension.
.~ (2) The pensien refarred 10 i subsection (1) shall be
- exercised by notice in writing to the appropriate Minister within 90
, duys after the date on which the person concerned ceases to be a
- legislator or within sach further period as the appropriate Minister
- may allow.

i
" 13. (1) Where a person—-

| Grately.

(a) having becn a member of the Nutional Assembly,

r ceased to be such a member prior to st January,
4 197C¢ and is not eligible for a pension: or

(b) having become a contributor wnder this Act by viitue
of scction 7, ceases to be a legislator byt s not
i, eligible for u pension,

he shall be paid a gratuity cqual to one-tenth of the tetal salary
received during his period of service as a fegislator so, however, that
suwch grateity shall :not in.any cvent exceed three years' salary at tho
highest unnual rate of salary pavable at any time to such person as

a legislator.

(2) Where a person who would be entitled to such o gratuity
dies prior to Ist Junuary, (970, or before such gratuity has been paid
o him, and in the case of a male, leaves no widow or children
entitied 10 an wward. there shall be paid to the legal personal repre-
sentative of such person a gratuity equal to the amount which. pur-
suant to subsection {1) would have been paid to such person i he
bad not died.

(3) Where a gratuity has been paid wader this section in
respect of the service of any person as a legislator, no other award
may be made to or in respect of that person n relation to the service
0f1thzlt person as a legistutor before the date of the said pavment.

T4 (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, whuere a persen Waow's
Wh()— nension,
(a) s i receipt of a pension: or
(b) has satistied the requirements of paragraphs (a) and
(b)Y of subsection (1) of section 9,

it dies leaving a widow, there shall be puwid to the widow during her
lifetime and while womarried, & widow’s pension at an annual rate
equivalent to onc-hall of the pension. which -—
tc) an the case of a person mentianed in paragraph (a),
was being puid to him; or
{d) in the case of a persan mentioned in paragraph (b),
would have been pavable to him with dkct frous
the date of his death if he had not died but had
satisfied all the requirements of section 9 for the
awird of a4 pension computed 1 accordance with
section {0,

12) A widow's pension wnder this section

(a) shall, subject to subsection (3), if the widow is in
receipt of a pension by virtue of having been hersell
a contributoi ander the Act, coase to be payable; and

(h) shall subject to subsection (3), if the widow is in
receipt of salary as a legislator, cease to be payabh:
during the period in respect of which the widow is
in receipt of such salary.

! (3) Where the rate of widow’s pension exceeds the rate of
pmsnon or the ratc of salary, as the case may be, nothing in subsectign

§(2) shall prevent the payment of the widow’s pension to the extent
Zof such excess.
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(4) Where a person who is scrving as a icgisl'ator dies beforg}

he has served ihe reguired minimum period as a legislater to pe.m

his widow 1o quaiify or a widow's pension under subscotion (1)

there shall be paid to the widow a gratuity equal in amount to the

total contributions paid by that person plus a sam cqual to the ]ugh

annual salary pavabic at any time o that perswa as a.legislator or in

respect of former legislative service,

hildren's IS5. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, where a person whe
OwRIE comes within paragraph {a) or (b) of subscction (1) of section |
{(heremafter in this section referred o as the “deceased legislator”)

dias leaving one or more childven, a children's allowance shall be pay

able in rcgpecl_ ¢l such child or children while wnder the age
twenty-one years,

(2) Only one|children's ailowance is payable in respeet
service of any one person as a legislator. but — ]

o

(@) the rate thereof may vary according to the numbe
of children entitled thereto, so however, that thg
aggregate rate of allowance payable shal! not exceld
the rate specificd in paragraph (a) of snbscction {3

or paragrapl (a) ol subscction (4), as the case may
be; ;

(b)Y it shall be paid to such person or persons as th

appropriate. Minister may from time to time  direct]
and different parts thercof may be dirccted 1o ba
paid to different persons; ‘
(¢) the person te whom all or any part thereof is paig
shall Eleply the sum paid to him, without distinctios
for the benefit of ali the children for the time being
cnlillcfi thereto or for the benefit of such of them as
the appropriate Minister may from timc lto tim
dircct,

I's

(3) Where thel deceased legislator leaves a widow. the annugl
rote of 1!

the children’s allowance during her lifetime shall be—
() one-third of the rate of the pension, not heing the
widowrs pension. specified in subscction {1} of s
tion 14 where there are two or more children entitla

to the| children's allowance: and

() one-sixth ef the rate of such pension whers: there i

only onc child eatitled to the children's allowance,

(4) Where the|deceascd legislator leaves no widow, or whera

he Teaves a widow. lhcn]‘, after her death, or after any peasion payablg

to her cecases 0 he paid before her death, the annual rate of the
children’s ollowance shall he —.

q

(a) onc-hafl of the rate of the pension. not being thy
widowjs pension,  speeitied .in subscction (1) of
section 14 where there are two or more children
cudtle o the children's allowance:

(b} one-q arter of the rate of such peasion where therg

is onl cne child entitled to the children’s allowance)
(5) Notwithsta ding subscetion (1). a femaie child who mar

rics while under the ag - of tweuty-one years shalt cease to be cntitled
0 a children's allowane

IV—MISCELLANEOUS
urce and l6.

| b Any pension. allowance or gratuity of whatever kin
"v'.'::-;:w(.) payable shall be ch:.;rgcp on aad paid out of the C‘onsqlidn!cd Fund
' and all pensions and ?H(;wan«:cs payable shall bz paid monthly i

arrears in cqual instahients as far s possible,

vitrds ot 17. Any awarc payable shall not be assignable or transferabl
eil:mhlc, cxcept for the purpose ¢ satistymg —

{a) a debt to the State; or

(b) an order of any court for the payment of periodicy
sums Qf moncy towards the maintenance of the wife
formcq wife or child, being a minor, of the perso
to wh@m the award 1s payable, and
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shall not be liable t¢ be attached, sequestered or levied upon for or
in respect of any debt or claim whatever except a debt due to the
State or any sum rccoverable pursuant to any such order of a court
as aforesusid.
A s
18. (1) The appropriaic Minister may make regulations —— Power to
e . . . make
(1) prescribing, in the case of any pension or allowance regulatons
payable under this Act, the days on which the pay-
ments of pension or allowance shall be made;

{b) prescribing. where a recipient of any pension or allow-
ance under (his Act ks incapable of munaging his
affairs, that the pension or the allowance may be paid
o another person on his behalf;

‘(c) prescribing anvthing which may be required 10 be
prescribed, including any forms he consider ncees-
sary for the udministration of this Act; 2o

(dy preseriding the manner in which, and the person
by wham. wccouats ol contributions and awards shall
be kept and recorded; and

(e) for any oiher purposes. whether shnilar to the fore-
gaeing or not, deemned necessary to give effect o this
Act.

(S. 21 3. FIRSYT SCHEDULE
IFormer Legislative Service

Legistative scrvice between  I8th May, 1953 and 31st
Decemiber, 1969, inclusive as —-
(a) 2n clected member of the House of Assembly con-
stituted pursuant te the British Guiana (Constitution )
Order i Council. 1953;

(b) an electcd member of the Legislutive Council con-
stituted pursvant to the British Guiana (Constitution)
(Temporary Provisions) (Amendment! Order in
Council, 1956;

{¢) a member of the Legisiative Assembly constituted pur-
suant to the 3British Guiana (Constitution} Qrder in
Councit, (96}

(d) a member of the House of Assembly constituted
pursuant i¢ the British Guiana (Constitution ) Order,
1964; or

(e) a member of tne Nationa! Assembly.

(5. 2(1)) ). SECOND SCHEDULE
Specified Qualitying Offices

Speaker

Minister

Attorney General. i not a Minister
Leader of the Opposition
Parhamentary Secretury

Deputy Speaker

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to muake provision for the payment of pensions
to persons who have given service in the office of Governor-Gerieral
or Prime Minister-or in other partiamentary or specid offices.  kt
also seeks to make provision for the payment. in the cvent of the
death of such persoss, or superonnuation benefits to their widows and
childven.

2. n respect of all ofiices, except only the oflice of Governor-

General, the Bill provides for a contributory superannuation scheme,
and save for the offices of Covernor-General and Prime Minisier,

“benelts are scaled in accordance withr the dength of service.  In cal-
culating Jength ot service for the payment of superannuation henciits,
the Bill permits cenein past legislative service to be taken info
account.
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3. Esisting Members of Parliamen  will have an option whether
or not to pacticipate in the scheme. Subject to that opticn, the Bill
will apply to all persons who werc Member of Parliament on or
after 26th Mayv, 1966. Both in the nature of the scheme and the
range of beacfits provided the Bill takes account of corresponding
schemes established in Commonwealth countrics.

P. A. REID,
Minister of Finance.

-
.
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