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A BILL
Intituled

AN .ACT to make certain amendments in ithe laws relating to regis-
tration of persons and to elections to choose the President, the
members of the National Assembly and the members of the
regional democratic councils and for matters connected there-
with.,

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Election Laws (Amend-
ment) Act 1996 and shall be deemed. to have come into operation
on 26th January, 1996.

2, Expressions used in this Aat and not defined herein,
but defined in the Represeatation of the People Act, the National
Registration Act or the Local Democratic Organs Act 1980, shall
have the meanings assigned to them in those Acts.

341) The Commissioner shall as expeditiously as possible
on being instructed in writing by the Commission to do so, cause to
be prepared an official list of electors for every, polling divisian, and

;.4 ,nen:f¢sident electors’ roll with reference to the qualifying date
- whicli" shall be such date as the Commissiop fl_all by order specify.

(2) The official list of electors and the non-resident electors’
roll shall be prepared in accordance with sections 4, 5, 6 and 7.
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T (3 An official list of electors for a pollmg division or a
non-resident electors’ roll, prepared under subsection (1) shall re~
gasm in force until ;he Commissioner on the instructions of the Com-

sion prepares a new official list of electors for such pollmg
division or a new noii-resident electors’ roll.

(4) For the purpose of preparing the official list of.electors
or'a revised official list of electors under this section each people’s.
co-operative unit shall be deemed to be a registration division and,

pollmg division and references to registration division and . poll-.

ihg division in the Representation of the People .Act and the
National Registration Act shall be construed accordingly.

(5) The official list of electors for any polling division
prepared under subsection (1), before ithe date of any election to

choose the President, the members of the National’ Assembly or -

the members of a regional democratic coungcil shall be the official
list of electors for the polling division for such election; and the
non-resident electors’ roll prepared under subsection (1), before the:
date of such election shall be the non-resident electors’ roll for that
election, and references in the Representation of the People Act to
official list of electors and non-resident electors roll shau be con-
strued accordiagly.

(6) ¥ the Elections Commission so directs by ordef, not-
withstanding anything contained in any other written law, the list
of electors to choose the members of any local democratic
organ {(other than a regional democratic council) or other local
Government authority shall consist of names extracted from ‘the
official list of electors prepared under this section and resident in
ge area of that local democratic organ or local’ govemmdnt au;

ority:

4.(1) Every divisional registrar shall, either by himself or
officers apoointed under the section 6(4) of the National Registra-
tion Act (hereihafter referred to as “‘enumérators”), by house to

house visits within the registration division assighed tto him, obtain -

as far as practicable the application for recistration of every person,
who is on the appointed date of thé agé ot fourteen vears or above
for the purpose of ascertaining every person qualified for registra-
tion as'an elector for: ‘election Ito the Ndtional Assembly and is
resident in that division, to have his fidme included in the official
list of b!edtm's for the reglsﬁ'atlon division.

[

: -7 (2) Reglstrationef persons urider subsection-61) shall begin
and-end. on such dam as-may be spemf)gql by -ﬂmBlectnons Com-
misalon

(3 " Sections &6) and (7). 8, 10, \1.a0d 13 of the National
Reglstratmn Act ghall mutatis mutanéfs aoply to, and in relation
to, registration of electors under the preceding subsections.
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(4) The Commissioner shall establish a central register
which shall consist of 'the originals of the registration cards of all
electors registered uder this section or such copies thereof prepared
in conformity with section 7 (1) of the National Registration Act
as made applicable by subsedtion (3) to registration of electors un-
der this section.

(5) Every registrar shall establish for each registration
division in his registration district a divisional register which
shall consist of the duplicate registration cards of all persons
registered under this section as resident in that registration
division or such other copies thereof prepared in conformity with
section 7 (1) of the National Registration Act as made applicable
by subsection (3) to registration of persons under this section.

5.(1) Within such time, after the date for the end of the
regisration of persons, as may be specified by the Elections Com-
mission, ‘the Commissioner shall prepare a preliminary list in which
he shall enter the full name, the address, the occupation and the
serial number of the registration card of every person registered
under section 4 who is qualified to be an elector.

(2) Sections 14 (2) and 15 of the National Registration Act
and the regulations made under that Act shall mutatis mutasdis,
apply to, and in relation to, the preliminary list referred to in sub-
section (1), claims and obiections in respect of such preliminary list
as revised and other matters provided for in the aforesaid sections
14 (2) and 15. as if references therein to the preliminary list were
veferences to the preliminary list prepared under subsection (1).

(3) The official list of electors for any polling division shall
be the preliminary list of electors for the registration division,
corresponding to the polling division, prepared under subsection

()—

(a) as altered under section 15(6) of the National
Resistration Act, as made applicable by subsection (2)
to rive effect to claims and objections finally deter-
mined before the election day:

(b) with such modifications as mav be necessarv nnr-
suant to any alteration thereto under sectionr 8 of the
National Registration Act, as made aonlicable hy
section 4 (3), prior to compliance with section 34 (2)
(a) (iv) of the Representation of the People Art in
respect of the said official list, and for the purpose of
changine the registered address of anv elector’s resi--
dence within Guyana or the registered name or oc-
cupation of any electors;
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(c) with such modifications as may be necessary
pursuant to the cancellation of any elector’s registra-
ticn therein effected in contravention of section 11 (1),
or relating to an elector who is dead, under section 8,
of the National Registration Act as made applicable
by section 4 (3); and

(d) with such modifications as may be necessary pur-
suant to any revision under section 7.

(4) In subsection (3) reference to a preliminary list
is a reference to such list read in conjunction with any
supplementary list prepared for a revision of that
preliminary list pursuant to regulations made under
the National Registration Act for the purpose of show-
ing the alterations and modifications referred to in that
subsection.

6. The non-resident electors’ roll shall be prepared by the
Commissioner in accordance with section 44 (2) of the Representa-
tion of the People Act-and the provisions of the National Registra-
tion Act referred to therein, with such modifications as may be
necessary pursuant to any revision under section 7 and section 45
of the Representation of the People Act shall mutatis mutand:s

apply in relation to the display of the non-resident electors’ roll so
prepared.

7.1) Where there is an interval of more than three months
after the qualifying date with reference to which the official list of
electors or the non-resident electors’ roll is prepared under section
3 (1) and the day appointed for the next election after that date,
the Commissioner shall cause the official list of electors and non-
resident electors’ roll to be revised, in accordance with procedure
established by the Elections Commission by regulations —

(a) by adding thereto the names of persons who have
or may become qualified for registration as elec-
tors after the said qualifying date and before the
day appointed for the election; and

(b) by deleting therefrom the names of persons who
are registered as electors, but have ceased to be
qualified to be so registered after the said quali-
fying date and before such date, being a date
prior to the date appointed for the election, as
may be snecified by the Elections Commission
by notification in the Gazette.

(2) The revision of the official list of electors and the non-
resident electors’ roll, under subsection (1), shall be by way of the
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annexation thereto of supplementary lists, in such form as may be
determined by the Commissioner, containing the changes determined
under subsection (1).

8.(1) In connection with the preparation of the official list
of electors under section 3 (1), every organisation or group of per-
sons proposing to submit a list of candidaces may, by writing under
the hand of such person as may be duly authorised by that organisa-
tion or group of persons (hereinafter referred to as the ‘“‘authorised
person”) appoint a chief scrutineer for the whole of Guyana, an
assistant chief scrutineer for each registration district and one
scrutineer for each registration division, and the appointment shall
terminate on the date on which the preliminary list as revised is
published under section 5.

(2) The Commissioner shall be given notice in writing of
the avpointment of a person as scrutineer, by the authorised person
appointin€ him and the Commissioner shall issue to him. an identifi-
cation card, which shall be prompitly surrendered by the scrutineer
to the Commissioner on the termination of his appointment; and
references in the following subsections tto a scrutineer shall, unless
the conltext otherwise requires, be deemed to be references to a
person appointed as a scrutineer under subsection (1) and to whom
an identification card has been issued by the Commissioner,

(3) The authorised person- that appointed a scrutineer
may revoke the appointment, and intimate to the Commissioner and
the scrutineer of such revocation and on the receipt of the intima-
tion of such revocaltion the scrutineer shall promptly surrender to
the Commissioner the identification card issued to him under sub-
section (2).

(4) Where 3 scrutineer is, in the opinion of the Commis-
sioner, guilty of misconduct, the Commissioner shall direct the
scrutineer to surrender the identification card issued to him, where-
upon the scrutineer shall promptly surrender to the Commissioner
the identification card issued to him under subsection (2).

(5) A scrutineer for any registration division—{a) may in-
spect any of the following documents, whether completed or not. in
possession of the divisional registrar of the registration division for
which he is appointed, and may make copies or take extracts
thereof —

(i) applications for registration of persons and
registration cards; or

@i) copies of notices issued to applicants for regis-
tration disallowing the applications for registration;



7

(b) a scrutineer may accompany an enumerator,
while the enumerator is performing his duties
under this Adt, in the registration division for
which the scrutineer is appointed and shall be
entitled to receive from the enumerator as soon
as may be after he has obtained any application
for the registration of a person the particulars
given by the person;

() may submit to the registrar, having jurisdiction
over the registration division for which he is ap-
pointed, claims for listing any person who is en-
titled to be so listed, and is resident in that reg-
istration division, or objection to the listing of
of any person as resident in that registration
division,

(6) Where a claim is submitted by a scrutineer to have the
name of any person included in the official list of electors, the
the scrutineer and such person shall both be deemed to be parties
to the claim and where a scrutineer submits an objection, he shall be
deemed to be a party to the objection,

(7) A chief scrutineer shall in respect of the whole of Guy-
ana, and an assistant chief scrutineer shall in respect of the registra-
tion district for which he is appointed, be entitled to perform all
the functions, and shall have all the rights, of a scrutineer and, sub-
ject to the above, references in this Act to a scrutineer shall be
deemed ‘to include references to the chief scrutineer and every
assistant chief scrutineer.

(8) A scrutineer shall not interfere with the performance,
by any person referred ito in section 4 of the National Registration
Act, of his functions or obstruct any such person in the perform-
ance of his functions.

(9) Where a scrutineer, having become liable to surrender
to the Commissioner the identification card issued to him under sub-
section (2), without reasonable cause refuses or fails to surrender the
same in accordance with subsections (2), (3) or (4), or represents
that he is a scrutineer or performs or attempts or purports to per-
form any of the functions of a scrutineer or contravenes subsection
(8). he shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine of five
thousand dollars and to.imprisonment for six months,

9. Persons whose names are included in the official list
of electors for a polling division, or in the non-resident electors’ roll
shall be issued identification cards by the Commissioner and section
12 of the National Registration Act shall apply in respect of the
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issue of such identification ¢ards as if that person has been regis-
tered under the aforesaid Act.

10.(1) The functions conferred on the Minister by the sec-
tions of the Representation of the People Act and the National
Registration Act specified in subsection (2) shall, with effect from
the commencement of this Act be performed by the Elections Com-
mission, and accordingly references in the said sections to the Min-
ister shall be construed as references to the Elections Commission.

(2) The sections referred to in subsection (1) are sections
5,6,9,29,34 (3), 65H, 65J (2), 65 N (I) and 150 of the Representa-
tion of the People Act and sections 14 and 15 of the National
Registration Act.

11.(1) The Elections Commission shall have in regard to elec-
tions to choose the members of regional democratic councils the
same functions as that Commission has in relation to elections to
choose members of the National Assembly, under articles 62 and
162 of the Constitution, this Act, the Representation of ‘the People
Act and the National Registration Act.

(2) The modifications made in the Representation of the
People Act by sections 10 and 12 shall have éffect also in relaltion
to elections to choose the members of regional democratic councils.

12, The Representation of ithe People Act is hereby
amended —

(a) by the substitution for sections 59 (1) (b), 86 (1)
(b) and 91 (1) (b) of the following—"
(b) members of the Commission;”.

(b) by the substitution for section 79 (1) (b) (i) of
the following—* (i) members of the Commission;”.

13. The National Registration Act is hereby amended in
the following respects —

(a) in sedtion 3,

(i) in subsection (3) (a), for the word “respon-
sible” substitute the words “responsible to
the Elections Commission;

(ii)) in subsection 3 (b). for the words ‘“may
issue to persons-employed under the Com-
missioner directions” of the words “may,
on the authority of the Elections Com-
mission, issue to persons emploved by thp
Elections Commission directions”;
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(iii) in subsection (3) (c), for the words “shall”
substitute the words “shall in accordance
with the directions of the Elections Com-
mission”;

in section 5 (2), for “Commissioner”, substitute
“Commissioner, with the approval of the Elec-
tions Commission”;

in section 6 (1), for “Minister” substitute ‘Min-
ister, on the advice of the Elections Commission”,

in section 9, by the substitution for the words
“prescribed” wherever it occurs of the words
“prescribed by the Minister, on the advice of the
Elections Commission, and in section 9 (2) by the
substitutior for the words “register” of the words
“registrar”;

in section 19 (1) in the opening portion, by the
insertion after the words “Minister may” of the
words“, on the advice of the Elections Com-
mission”;

in section 19 (2), 20 (1) and (2), 21, 22 23 (1) and
(2), 25 (3) and {4) and 27, by the substitution of
the words “five thousand dollars” for the words
“two hundred and fifty dollars™;

in section 24, by the substitution of the words
“¢two thousand dollars” for the words “‘one hun-
dred dollars”;

in section 26 —

(i) Dby ithe insertion of the words “or appointed
as a scrutineer,” after the words “section
3 or 47;

(ii) by the substitution of the words “five thous-
and dollars” for the words “two hundred
and fifty dollars”.

14.(1) AIll directions or instructions of the Elections Com-
mission, in exercise of the functions conferred on it by article 162
of the Constitution, this Act, the Representation of the People Act
or the National Resistration Act, shall be issued orally or in writ-
ing through the Chairman of thall Commission or any person author-
ised by him in writing in that behalf.

Mode of
exercise of
functions of
Elections
Commis-
slon.
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(2) All communications or instruments from or made by
the Elediions Commission shall be issued or made under the sig-
nature of the Chairman of that Commission or any person authot-
ised by him in writing and all communications to that Commission
shall be addressed to the Chairman thereof.

15.(1) There shall be such employees of the Elections Com-
mission as are considered by the Commission to be necessary for
the purpose of the exercise and discharge of the functions conferred
on it by the Constitution, this Act or any other written law —

(@) designated by the Commission on such iterms and
conditions as it deems fit with the consent of the
appropriate authority, from among persons hold-
in appointments in the public service; or

(b) appointed from among persons who had held
appointments in the public service and had retired
or resigned therefrom,

and such designaltion or appointment shall be only for such duration
as is necessary for such purpose.

(2) In subsection (1) “appropriate authority”; in relation
fo any person holding an appointment in the public service, means
the authority vested by law with power to appoint him in the pub-
lic service.

16. The Chief Election Officer and the Commissioner of
Registration shall notwithstanding anything in any written law be
subject to ithe direction and control of the Elections Commission.

17. For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared that the
power of the Eledtions Commission to supervise the functioning of
any election officer and the Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner
shall include the power to issue directions to any such officer or the
Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner in respect of the employ-
ment of any person by him in relation to the registration of elec-
tors or the conduct of elections.

18. The Elections Commission may approve of local or-
ganisations observing the democratic process involying in any elec-
tion providing such organisations fulfill such conditions as may be
stipulated by the Elections Commission.
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19. The expenses incurred by the Commission, or with its
approval, for or in connediion with the exercise and discharge of
the functions conferred on the Elections Commission by articles 62
and 162 of the Constitution, this Adt, the Representation of the
People Act and the National Registration Act (including the pay-
ment of emoluments of persons designated or appointed under sec-
tion 15), shall be paid out of funds provided by Parliament.

20. (1) If any difficulty arises in connection with the applica-
tion of this Act, the Representation of the People Act or the
National Registration Act, the Minister shall on the advice of the
Elections Commission, by order, make any provision that appears
to the Commission to be necessary or expedient for removing the
difficulty; and any such order may modify any of the said Acts in
respect of any particular matter or occasion so far as may appear
to the Elections Commission to be necessary or expedient for re-
moving the difficulty.

(2) Any order under subsection (1) shall be subject to
negative resolution of the National Assembly and shall not be made
after the expiry of three years from the commencement of this Act.

21. (1) The Representation of the People Act and the National
Registration Act shall, to the extent to which any provision thereof
is inconsistent with any provision of this Act, be construed as
amended and modified by this Act.

(2) Subject to subsection (1) and the preceding provisions
of this Act, the provisions of the National Registration Act, shall
mutatio mutandis apply to, and in relation to the registration of
electors, preparation of preliminary lists, claims and objections, ap-
peals from decisions in respect of claims and objections and all other
matters dealt with in the preceding sections of this Act or connected
therewith, and offences and penalties relating to any such matter,
in the same manner as they apply to and in relation to, the regis-
tration of persons and the preparation of a central register under
the National Registration Act.

22. The Election Laws (Amendment) Act 1990 and the Elec-
tion Laws (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1990 are hereby repealed.
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This Bill seeks to lay the legislative machinery for the 1997 general elec-

sion,

Bernard C. De Santos,
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs.





