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Parliament Office, Public Buildings, . Georgetown, Guyana. 23rd May, 1996 The following Bill which will be introduced in the National Assembly is pub-lished for general informaltion. 

SECTION 1. 2. 
3 •.. 

. - ·4,. 
·. s.
'.�'"'i.

F. A. Narain, Clerk of the National Assembly . 

• 
GUYANA-· BILL No. 11 of 1996 ELECTION LAWS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1996 . ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS Short title and commencement. lnterprQtB,tiqn. · · . . · ··Preparation of official list of electors arid non-resident electors' 1'811:" Re,?istration of persons. . . · . · · . · · · .. ;. '1:el�rQiriayy - lii�t •. claims and· objections and . ��I :�st· of electo� ,.:"Non-resident electors' roll. • · '· · . :;c, 



7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 

17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 

A.D. 1996 

&hort title 
and com­
mencement. 

Interpre­
tation. 
Cap. 1;03 
Cap. 19:08 
No, 12 of 
1980, 

Revision of official list of electors and non-resident electors' roll in certain circumstances. 
Scrutineers. 
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Tra!l${er of functions, conferred on the Minister, to the Elections 
CqllUDission. 
Special provisions regarding regional democratic councils. 
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Removal of difficulties. 
Over-riding effect of this Act. 
Repeal. 

A BILL. 

Intituled 

AN .ACT to make certain amendments in ithe laws relating to regis­
tration of persons and to elections to choose the President, the 
members of ,the National Assembly and the members of the 
regional democratic councils and for matters connected there­
with. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

1. This Act may be cilted as the Election Laws (Amend-
ment) Act 1996 and shall be deemed_ to have come into operation 
on 26th January, 1996.

2. Expressions used in this Aot and not defined herein,
but defined in the Representation of the People Act, the National 
Registr�tiol! Act or the Loe�. Democratic Organs Act 1980, shall 
have the meanings assigned to them in those Acts. 

3.(1) The Comntlssion�r shall �s J�x�itiously as possible 
Prepara-tt��f 11m.- . on.!>eing instructed in writing by the Cou$.i�ion to dQ so, ca!lst. to 
��:Sf ��

d be prepared an official list of eleoto.rs for �v�ry, pplh'b.g divisi�, and
n�esl;de.Rt. �, a ,.m>Q.�esident �le;ctors' t0ll With refereQ.c.e .. to the qualifying d!lte 
:u. h · · - whiclf shall be such date as the Commiss�Ol\. _ �all by order s�fy.

(2) · The official list of eledtors and the non-resident electors'
roll shall be prepared in accordance with sections 4, 5, 6 and 7. 
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3 
: .•. (3) An 6tfit:4il list of elect�rs 'for a �� di�on or an,on .. resu;lent elect<>.r:s• roll. prepared under subsection {1). sball re-, � in force until� Commissioner � the instructions of the Com:­�siOn prepares ·. a .new official list of eleotors for such pollin& division or a new·non-resident electors' roll. . . 

. (4) ForJbe purpose of preparinB the official list of .electors o�'a-revised official lli't of electors under th.is section � people'$,oo,-operative unit shall be deemed to be a registration division and.polling division and references to registration division and . poll-.ing division in the Represen:tation of the People .A,ct. aod theNatiori_al Registration Act. sliall be construed accordingly.
(5) The official list of electors for any polling divisionprepared under subsection (I). before ltlhe .d�te. of any election to choose the President, ithe members of the National" Assem:t?ly (!r · the members of a regional· democratic council shall be the officlai list of electors for the polling division for such election; and the non-resident electors' roll prepared under subsection (1), before the date of such election shall be the non-resident electors' roll for that election, and references in the Representation of \the People Act to official list of electors and non-res ident . eleci��· �µ shall be con­strued accordingly. · ' .. . .. 
(6) If the Elections Commission so directs by order, not.-·withstanding anything contained in any other wri.tten law, the Ust of electors to chooso the members of any local· democratkt organ (other than a relrional democratic council) or other local Government authority shall consist of names extnicted ftoni t� official list of electors prepared under this secti,pn �<;I n,�dent in the. area of that local democratic organ or loctff' government . au:th• 'ty 

·-' • r ,  :�"r"· ''f,{,i f ><:(.'.V on ; ..... . 
4.(1) Every divisional registrar shall, either by himself q.r· officers apoointed under the sedtion 6(4) of the National Registra­tl<;n Act (berelnaftet referred to as "epumerators'')� by house to hblise visits .wilthin the registration division, as!ri.Jhied Ito him. 0 btain . as far as practicable the application for reeistration of every person, who is on the. appointed date of !the age of :fdaiteiea'i �ars or above for the purpose of ascertaining every person qualified for re,tistra­tion-: aS''att �ector for·:eJecfion lt9 the ;Na:tional Assembly and is residebf in that di�!ioll� to have his ·ff� tnctuded in the official list oM,Iedtors for the iegistration division.· 

(-;, .-. . •·.--· ( .. t:' ·;·,.,, 
� 

• . •. I (l) Remtra�f;-Of t;xersons uffliili')JQbsecdon�J,) shall ���,on IUeh dato$.'"as,may be speeifittt � �:IU,ections Com-ntislJoli.· � 1 
. 

� f-'\ · '.. , .. r: 1 ··, 
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(4) The Commissioner shall establish a central register
which shall consist of 'the originals of the registration cards of all 
electors registered uder this section or such copies thereof prepared 
in conformity with section 7 (1) of the National Registration Act 
as made applica:ble by subsedtion (3) to registration of electors un­
der this section. 

(5) Every registrar shall establish for each registration
division in his registration district a divisional register which 
shall consist of the duplicate registration cards of all persons 
registered under this section as resident in ,that registration 
division or such other copies thereof prepared in conformity with 
section 7 (1) of the National Registration Aot as made applicable 
by subsection (3) to registration of persons under this section. 

5.,(1) Within such time, after the date for ithe end of the 
regisration of persons, as may be specified by the Elections Com­
mission, !the Commissioner shall prepare a preliminary list in which 
he shall enter the full name, the address, the occupation and the 
serial number of the registration card of every person registered 
under section 4 who is qualified to be an elector. 

(2) Sections 14 (2) and 15 of the National Registration Act
and the regulations made under that Act shall mutatis mutandis, 
apply to, and in relation to, the preliminary list referred to in sub­
section (1>, claim., and obiections in respect of such preliminary list 
as revised and other matters provided for in the aforesaid sections 
14 (2) and 15, as if references therein to the preliminary list were 
t"Cferences to the preliminary list prepared under subsection (1). 

(3) The official list of electors for any polling division shall
be Ute preliminary list of electors for the re,itistration division,. 
corresponding to the polling division, prepared under subsection 
(1)-

. . . 

(a) as al�ered under section 15 (6} of the Nationl!.I
Ruistratioo Act, as made applicable by subsection (2)
to 11ive �ffert to cliiimc: and objections finally deter­
mined before the election day:

(b) with such modifications as mav be nec-essarv onr­
suant to any alteration thereto under section 8 of the
National Registration Act, as made aonlicable l-v
section 4 (3), prior to compliance with secftion 34 (2)
(a) (iv) of the Representation of the Poople Ar1 j.,
respect of the said official list, and for the purpose· of
chanl?in� t'he registered address of anv elector'� regi-­
dence within Guyana or the registered name or oc-
cupa�on of any e!ectors; . .. . ,

\l't l. '•Iii . .., ' . \ • r 
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(c) with such modifications as may be necessary
�ursuant _to the can�ellation of any elector's registra­
twn there10 effected 10 contravention of section 11 (1)1 

or relating to an elector who is dead, under section 8, 
of the National Registration Act as made applicable 
by section 4 (3); and 

(d) with such modifications as may be necessary pur­
suant to any revision under section 7.

(4) In subsection (3) reference to a preliminary list
is a reference to such list read in conjunction with any
supplementary list prepared for a revision of that
preliminary list pursuant to regulations made under
tfhe National Registration Act for the purpose of show­
ing the alterations and modifications referred to in that
subsection.

6. The non-resident electors' roll shall be prepared by the
Commissioner in accordance with section 44 (2) of the Representa­
tion of tfhe People Act -and the provisions of the National Registra­
tion Act referred to therein, with such modifications as may be 
necessary pursuant to any revision undec section 7 and section 45 
of the Representation of the People Act shall m�atis mutand:s 
apply in relation to the display of the non-resident electors' roll so 
prepared. 

7 .(1) Where there is an interval of more than three months 
after the qualifying date wi1'.h reference to which the official list of 
electors or the non-resident electors' roll is prepared under section 
3 (1) and the day appointed for the next election after that date, 
the Commissioner shall cause the official list of electors and non­
resident electors' rotl to be revised, in accordance with procedure 
established by ithe Elections Commission by regulations -

(a) by adding thereto the names of persons who have
or may become qualified for registration as el�
tors after the said qualifying date and before the
day appointed for the election; and

(b) by deleting therefrom the names of persons who
are registered as eleotors, but have ceased to be
qualified to be so registered after the said quali­
fying date and before such date, bein� a date
prior to the date appointed for the election. as
may be snecified bv the Elections Commission
by notification in the Gazette.

(2) The revision of the official list of electors and the non­
resident electors' roll, undec subsection (1), shall be by way of the 

Cap. 19:08 

Cap. 19:QS 
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annexation thereto of supplementary lists, in such form as may be 
determined by the Commissioner. containing the changes determined 
under subsection (1). 

Scrutineers, 8.(1) In connection with the preparation of the official list 
of electors under section 3 (1), every organisation or group of per­
sons proposing to submit a list of candidates may, by writing under 
the hand of such person as may be duly authorised by that organisa­
tion or group of persons (hereinafter referred to as the "authorised 
person") appoint a chief scrutineer for the whole of Guyana, an 
assistanlt chief scrutineer for each registration district and one 
scrutineer for each registration division, and the appointment shall 
terminat� on the date on which the preliminary list as revised is 
published under section 5.

{2) The Commissioner shall be given notice in writing of 
the aopointment of a person as scrutineer, by the authorised person 
appointing him and the Commissioner shall issue to him an identifi­
cation card, which shall be promptly surrendered by the scrutineer 
to the Commissioner on the termination of his appointment; and 
references in the following subsections Ito a scrutineer shall, unless 
the codten otherwise requires, be deemed to be references to a 
person appointed as a scrutineer under subsection (1� �nd to whom 
an identification card has been issued by the Conuruss1oner. 

(3) The authorised person,. that appointed a scrutin� 
may revoke the appointment, and intimate to the Commissioner and 
the scrutineer of such revocation and on the receipt of the intima­
tion of such revoca!tion the scrutineer shall promptly surrender to 
the Commissioner the identification card issued to him under sub­
section (2). 

(4) Where a scrutineer is, in the opinion of ithe Commis­
sioner, guilty of misconduct, the Commissionr.r shall direct the 
scrutineer to surrender the identification card issued to him, where-
upon the scrutineer shall promptly surrender to the Commissioner 
the identificaltion card issued to him under subsection (2). 

(S) A scrutineer for any registration division-(a) may in­
spect any of the fo1Jowinp; documents, whether completed or not. in 
po�session of the divisional registrar of the re2i9tration division for 
which he is appoinitoo, and may make copies or take extracts 
thereof-

(i ) applications for registration of persons and 
registration cards; or 

(ti) cop(es of notices issued to applicants for regis­
tration disallowing the applications for registration; 

1 .t 5 '• 
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(b) a �11utineer may accompany an enumerator,
while the enumerator is performing his duties
under this Adt, in the registra,tion division for
which the scrutineer is appointed and shall be
entitled ,to receive from the enumerator as soon
as may be aJltec he has obtained any application
for the registration of a person the pa.Ilticulars
given by the person; ·

(c) may submit to the registrar, having jurisdiction
over the registration division for which he is ap­
pointed, claims for listing any person who is en­
itiltled to be so listed, and is resident in that reg­
istration division, or objection to ,the listing of
of any person as resident in that registration
division.

(6) Where a claim is submitted by a scrutineer to have the
name of any person included in the official list of electors, the 
the scrutineer and such person shall both be deemed to •be parties 
to the claim and where a scrutineer submits an objection, he shall be 
deemed to be a party to the objection. 

(7) A chief scrutineer shall in respect of the whole of Guy­
ana, and an assistant chief scrutineer shall in respect of the registra­
tion district for which he is appointed, be entitled to perform all 
tlhe functions, and shall have all .the rights, of a scrutineer and, sub­
ject to the above, references in ithis Act to a scrutineer shall be 
deemed :to include references to the chief scrutineer and every 
assistant chief scrutineer. 

(8) A scrutineer shall not interfere with ,the performance,
by any person referred ito in section 4 of the National Registration cap, 11;oa 
Act, of his functions or obstruct any such person in the perform-
ance of his functions .. 

(9) Where a scrutineer, having become liable to surrender
to the Commissioner the identification card issued to him under sub­
section (2), without reasonable cause refuses or fails to surrender the 
same in accordance with subsections (2), (3) or (4), or represents 
!that he is a scrutineer or performs or attempts or purpons to per­
form any of the functions of a scrutineer or contravenes subsection 
(8). he shall be liable. on summary conviction, to a fine of five 
thousand dollars and to,imprisonment for six months, 

9. Persons whose names are included in the official list
of electors for a polling division, or in the non-resident electors' roll 
shall be issued identificaition cards by the Commissioner and section 
12 of the National Registraltion Act shall apply in respect of the 
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issue of such ideotification �s as if that person has been regis-
tered under ,tlhe aforesaid Act.

· .

10.(1) The functions conferred on the Minister by the sec­
:tions of the Representation of the People Act and the National 
Registration Act specified in subsection (2) shall, with effect from 
,the commencement of this Act be performed by the Elections Com­
mission, and accordingly references in the said sections to the Min­
ister shall be construed as references Ito the Elections Commission. 

(2) The sections referred to in subsection (1) are sections
5, 6, 9, 29, 34 (3), 65H, 651 (2), 65 � (I) and 150 of the Representa­
tion of the People Act and sections 14 and I'S of the National 
Registration Act. 

11.(1) 1be Elections Commission shall have in regard to deo­
tions to choose ,the members of regional democratic councils the 
same functions as that Commission has in relation to elections to 
choose members of the National Assembly, under articles 62 and 
162 of the Constitution, this Act, the Representation of !the People 
Act and the Naltioniil Registration Act. 

(2) The modifications made in the Representation of the
People Act by sections 10 and 12 shall have effect also in relaltion 
to elections ito choose the members of regional democratic councils. 

12. The Representation of tthe People Act is hereby
amended-

(a) by the substitution for sections 59 (1) (b), 86 (1)
(b) and 91 (1) (b) of the following-"
(b) members of the Commission;".

(b) by the substitution for section 79 (1) (ll> (i) of
tlle following-" (i) members of the Commission;".

13. The National Registration Act is hereby amended in
the following respects -

(a) in sedtion 3,

(i) in subsection (3) (a), for the word "respon­
sible" sub9titute the words "responsible fo
the Elections Commission;

(ii) in subsection 3 (b), for :the words "mu
issue to persons· employe.d under the Com­
missioner directions" of the words "may,
on the authority of the Electio�s Com-
mission. issue to persons emplovad by i:bJ,
Elections Commission directions";
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(iii) in subsection (3) (c), for the words "shall"
substitute the words "shall in accordance
with the directions of the Elections Com­
mission";

(b) in section S (2), for "Commissioner", substitute
"Commissioner, with the approval of the Elec­
tions Commission";

(c) in section 6 (l), for "Minister" subsititute "Min­
ister, on the advice of the Elections Commission",

(d) in section 9, by the substitution for the words
"prescribed" wherever it occurs of the words
''prescribed by ttb.e Minister, on the advice of the
Elections Commission, and in section 9 (2) by the
substitutive for the words "register" of the words
"registrar";

(e) in section 19 (1) in the opening portion, by ithe
insertion after the words "Minister may" of the
words", on the advice of the Elections Com­
mission";

(f) in section 19 (2), 20 (1) and (2), 21, 22 23 (1) and
(2), 25 (3) and (4) and 27, by the substitution of
the words "five thousand dollars" for the words
"two hundred and fiilty dollars";

(g) in section 24, by the substitution of the words
"two thousand dollars" for the words "one hun­
dred dollars";

(h) in section 26 -

(D by :tho insertion of the words "or appointed
as a scrutineer," after the words "section 
3 or 4"; 

(ii) by the substitution of the words "five thous­
and dollars" for the words "two hundred
and fiflty dollars".

14.(1) All directions or instructions of the Elections Com­
mission, in exercise of the functions conferred on it bv article 162 
of the Constitution, thls Aot, the Representation of the People Act 
or the National RePistration Act, shall be issued orally or in writ­
ing through the Chairman of ithalt Commission or any person author­
ised by him in writing in that behalf. 

1 -·i ·u·
. ! • �:u
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(2) All communications or instruments from or made by
the Eleddons Commission shall be issued or made under the sig­
nature of the Chairman of that Commission or any person author­
ised by him in writing and all communications to that Commission 
shall be addressed to the Chairman thereof. · -

15.(1) There shall be such employees of the Elections Com­
mission as are considered by the Commission to be necessary for 
the purpose of the exercise and discharge of the functions conferred 
on it by the Consdtution, this Act or any other written law. -

(a) designaited by the Commission on such !terms and
conditions as it deems fit with the consent of the
approprialte authoriity, from among persons hold­
in appointments in the pub�c service; or

(b) appointed from among persons who had held
appointments in the public service and had retired
or resigned therefrom,

and such designaltion or appointment shall be only for such duration 
as is necessary for such purpose., 

(2) In subsection ( 1) "appropriate authority"; in relation
to any person holding an appointment in the public service. means 
:the authority vested by law with .power to appoint him in the pub­
lic service. 

·16. The Chief Election Officer and the Commissioner of 
Registration shall notwithstanding anything in any wri�ten law be 
subject to lthe direction and control of the Eleotions Commission. 

17. For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared ,that the
power of the Eledtions Commission to supervise the functioning of ' 
any election officer and the Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner 
shall include the power to issue directions to any such officer or the 
Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner in respect of the employ­
ment of any person by him in relation to the registration of elec­
tors or the conduct of elections. 

18. The Elections Commission may approve of local or-
ganisations observing the democqwtlc process involving in any elec­
tion providing such organisaitions fulfill such conditions as may be 
stipulated by the Elections Commission. 



11 

19. The expenses incurred by the Commission, or with its
approval, for or in connedtion with the exercise and discharge of 
the functions conferred on the Elections Cdmmission by articles 62 
and 162 of the Constitution, this Adt, tihe Representation of the 
People Act and the National Registration Act (including the pay­
ment of emoluments of persons designated or appointed under sec­
tion 1:5), shall be paid out of funds provided by Parliament. 

20. (1) If any difficulty arises in connection with the applica­
tion of this Act, the Representation of the People Act or the 
National Registration Act, the Minister shall on the advice of the 
Elections Commission, by order, make any provision that appears 
to the Commission to be necessary or exoedient for removing the 
difficulty; and any such or.ier may modify any of the said Acts in 
respect of any particular matter or occasion so far as may appear 
to the Elections Commission to be necessary or expedient for re­
moving the difficulty. 

(2) Any order under subsection (1) shall be subject to
negative resolution of the National Assembly and shall not be made 
after the expiry of three years from the commencement of this Act. 

21. (1) The Representation of the People Act and the National
Registration Act shall, to the extent to which any provision thereof 
is inconsistent wi1h any provision of tihis Act, be construed as 
amended and modified by this Act. 

(2) Subject to subsection (1) and the preceding provisions
of -this Act, the provisions of the National Registration Act, shall 
mutatw mutandis apply to, and in relation to the registration of 
electors, preparation of preliminary lists, claims and objections, ap­
peals from decisions in respect of claims and objections and all other 
matters dealt with in the preceding sections of this Act or connected 
therewith, and offences and penalties relating to any such matter, 
in the same manner as they apply 10 and in relation to, the re,tis­
tration of persons and the preparation -of a central register under 
'1:ihe National Registration Act. 

22. The Election Laws (Amendment) Act 1990 and the Elec-
tion Laws (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1990 are hereby repealed. 
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This Bill seeks to lay the legislative machinery for the 1997 general elec­
tion, 

. Bernard C. De Santos, 
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs. 




