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A BILL 2.0 19%

Intituled

AN ACT to amend the Guyana National Bureau of Standards
Act 1984.
Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:~
1. This Act, which amends the Guyana National Bureau of short Title.
Standards Act 1984, may be cited as the Guyana National Bureau of g0 14 of 1984

Standaids (Amendment) Act 1996.

2. Section 2 of the Principal Act is hereby amended as
follows - section 2 of the
(a) by the insertion immediately before the definition of Principal het
“Bureau” of the following definition -
“analyst” means any person appointed as an analyst
under section 27;";
(b) by the insertion immediately after the definttion of
“distinctive mark® of the following definition -
“home-use " means consumption in Guyana of any imported
commodity which conforms to a compulsory standard

specification;”.

3. Section 6 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the tsendnent of

substitution for subsection (1) of the following subsection- section § of the

Priscipal fet.



4

“(1) There is hereby established a body corporate to
be known as the National Standards Council consisting

of the following members -

(a) the Director of the Rureau:
(b) not more than fifteen members appointed by the
Hinister by instrument in writing.”.

1 . .. .
nesdeeat of q. Section 11 of the Principal Act is hereby amended as

section 11 of the follows ~

(a) in subsection (4). by the substitution lor the word
Principal fet.
(b) by the insertion immediately after subsection (4) of

the following subsections -

“(4A) In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman at a meeting of the Council a member

not being the Director of the Bureau, elected

amongst themselves shall preside thereat.

(4B) A decision of the Counci! shall be by a
majority of wvntes and in addition to an
original vote, in any case in which the voting
is equal, the Chairman or Vice-Chairman or

other member presiding at the meeting shall

have a casting vote.".



5

S. Sec.ion 15 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by

the renumbering of paragraph (n) as paragraph (s) and the

insertion immediately after paragraph (m) of the followina

paragraphs -

"(n)

to promote research in relation fo

specifications;

(o) to assess quality management systems in relafion

(p)

(a)

(r)

to commodities. services, ptocesses and
practices to which this Act applies and te

control such systems;

to establish and manage a national:lahorato:y

accreditation system;

to make such arrangement for trainiung of its
staff as it may consider expedient for the

efficient conduct of its work:

to provide advisory services for mannfacturers
and to unde: take the training of manufacturing

stalf in quality assurance;"”.

6. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion

immediately after zection 22 of the following sections -

fscadneat of
section 15 of the

Priacipal #ct.

Insertioon of 2en
sectioss 220 and 218
in the

Priscipal fet.
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22(A). (1) Where any commodity foi
which a compulsioy standard
specification has been dJeclared.
is produced o1 manufactuied outside
Guyana, the Council may instruct in
writing any inspectnr Lo examine any
customns ent) ies i respect of suteh
commodity and to exawmine such
conmorlity tn ascer batn its comformity
with such compulsory slandard

specification.

{2) An inspector instincted o oxamine
any commodity under subsection (L) may
take samples thereofl and submit the
samples to an analyst for analysis or

examination.

(3) Wwhere an analyst has made an
analysis or examination he shall issue
to the inspector acertifjcate or report
setting forth the results of his

analysis or examination.
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(4) A commodity to which this section
applies may be refused admission for
home~use, if-
(a) any report or certificate issued
under subsection (3) states that the
commodity does not comply with any
*compulsory standard specificakion
as is applicable to such
commodity : or
(b) the importer of such commodity
fails to provide the Council at its
request., with a certificate of
examination and compliance with such
compulsory standard specification
issued by a laboratory or other
similarinstitution, in the country
e the commodity is

whe

manufactMred, recognised by the
Bureau; or

(c) the manyfactmer of soen
commodity fails to comply with any

request made under section ¥8C¢1).
(5) Where any imported commodity falsely

bear any standardisation mark or
distinctive mark or which falsely bears
a mark of compliance with any
specification required under the law of

a country outside Guyana, such commodity



8

shall not be admitted for home-use.

(6)Where any commodity to which this

analyst, the Council wmay requira the
impor ter of such commodily to pay such
examination fee, as the Counci) may .
with the approval of the Minister.

determine.

Registration of 22(R). (V) Every importer of any commodity
isperter asd to which section 220 applien and every
sanslactorer wanutactuier of any commodil faor which
af certaia a compulsory standard specification has
cospodities. been-declared, shall register with &%,

Council annhwally as an impot bee

manufactiner, as the case way ;..

accordance with subsectic, (7).
(2) Every application fo, registraticn

as an importer oY npapufacturer

shall bte im the prescribed form and
shall be accompanied with such fees

%S the Council may, with the

apnroval of the Minister, prescribe .".

Acxtion of 2z The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertior after

section 25 of the following section-

n ¢ Principal

ct.



9
Additional 25A, (1) vherce in opinien of the
assistance. Council, the inspection service of
the Council is inadequate to dis-
charge its functions in any part of
Guyana and adcditional assistance is

[ tequest the required therefor the Council may )

tinister to provide the required assistance.

(2) Where the Minister receives
a requrst for assistance, he may

cause to be authorised in writing any

officer or cmployee of the locgl
denocratic organ for that part of
Guyana to which such request rzliates
or a member of th e Police Force
operating there, to discharge

the functions of an inspector nr
other officer or employee of the

Council, and such autitorised

-+
=
0]

officer ur enplicyce or member of
Police Force, as thc casc way be,
shall hava and my discharge all the
powers and functions of an inspector
or other officer cr empiocyc. cf thc

Council.”.

faepdeent of 8. Section 27 of the Principal fct is hereby amended as
section 27 of the  follows -

Priscipal fet.



facadaent of
sectios 28 of the

Priscipal bt
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(a) in the marginal note, by the sub<titalion for
the words “Chief .Inspector”™ i Lhe words “Chief
Inspector, analysts”;

(b} in snbsection (1)}, by The sibatitulbion (o) {he
words “qualified as inspectors”™ of (he woids
“qualified as inspectors or analysts™- aud

(¢) in cbsection (?2), by the spbstitutiion for the
words “every inspector” of the woids “every

inspector or analyst”.

9. Seckiorn 28 of the Principal Act is hereby amended as-

follows

(a) in subsection (1). by the substitution of a semi
colan far the full stop at the end of paragiaph (g)
and the insertion immediately Lherewalter of tle
following paragraph

"(I) seize and detain for such time as may Le
necessary for the purposes of any examination,
investigation, triat or inquirv, any commodity
by means of, o1 in relation Lo, which he has
reasonable groinnds ta believe any provision of
this Act has heen contravened.”:
(h) by the insertion imeediately after subsection (3) of
the following subsections -
“(4) Any commodity seized under Lhis Act may
at the option of an inspector be kept or
stored in the bnilding or place where it was

seized or may at the direction of an inspector

be remnved to any other proper place.
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(S) Where an inspector in exercise of his powers
under this Act has taken a sawmple of any
conmodity, material or substance to which this
Act applies and it appears from any examination
or investivation by the inspectur or the analyst
that the sale of or

dealing with such commodity, material or
substance would not be in contravention of Lhis
Act, the inspector shall pay compensation Lo Lhe
owner of the sample if ik cannot be retin ned to

Liw owner without prejudice to the owner.

(6) an inspector shall release any commodity
seized by him under this Ackt when he iz
satisfied that all the pravisions of this Act

with respect thereto have bheen complied with.

(7) Where an inspeclor las «eized any commodity
under this Act and the ownet therecof or the
persan in whose possession the commadity was at

the time of seizure consents to the destruction
thereof the commodity shall thereupon bpe
forfelted to the State and miay be destroyed or
otherwise disposed of as the Minister may

direct.”.
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Insertisa of oew 10. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion

sections 20, 288 and inmediately alter section 7R of the following sec)ions

25C i the Principal
et

"nnalysis.

Investigalion

of Complaints.

280, () An inspector may subwmit any <aaple

taken in accordance with seclion 2/ (1) (b). or
any commodity seized by him under section 28 (1)
(h) or any sample firom such commodity, to an

analyst for analysis or examination.

(2) where an analyst has made an analysis
or examinakion he shall issun to khe inspector
a certificate or report setting forth the
1esults of his analysis or

examination.

78R(1)The Cauncil shall, through its
inspectorate, cause Lo he
investigated, complaints regar dingcommodities,
services,processes.or practices referred to it

by consumers and users.

(2) where any complaint is found

to be true on investigation, the Council.may

cause to be instituted legal proceedings against

the wanufacturer or other peison supplying the

defective commodity or service or engaged in the

defeclive process or pactice.
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Declaration by 78C.(1) Where any compulsory ?_i)’
local standard specification has heen

manufacturer declared in respect of any

and commodity. the €Council way request

cerfiificate the manufacturer of such commodity

in respect to furnish a declaration in the

of imported prescrihed form that such commodity

commodities, has be#en manufactured in accordance with such

specificationas is applicable to such camnodity
and any manufacturgr who fails to comply with

any such reqnest shall be gnilty of anoffence.

(2) Where any comwadity for whieh where iz no
compulsory standard specification
is manufactured outside Guyana such commodity
shall not be
imported into Quyana unless ik wholly
conforms to any specification under
the law of the country in which it is
manufactured and is accompanied by
a certificate in the prestribed form
certifying that the commodity conforms
to such specificakion under the law
of that country and that its sale
therein would not constitute a

contravention of the taw thereof.".



Neeadeent of
seclion 31 of the
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tocadaent of

section 40 of the
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11 Section 39 of khe pPrincipal Act is hmieby amended by

the 1eleltering of paragraph (j) as parageaph (1) anad he

insettion inmediately after paraqiaph (i) of the tallawing

paragraphs

(3)

(k)

1emoves. alters or interferes in any way with any
thing seized or detained under the anthor ity of this
Act, o1 wilth any detentinn or othey Laq altached 10

such thing, withoat the anthoiity of an inspertor;

attempls to sell for liome-use o1 exvort a cnamndity
which daes nnl confoim to a compulsory standard

specilication:"”.

12. Seclion 40 of the Principal Acl iz v eby amendisd by | he

insertion afler s seclion (2) aof The Tallowing « obhsect o

"{3) Where a4 person in convicted for

cantiavention ol spction 19(1Y) mi (31 0 <ecljan
22(1) m {?2)., dthe cowrl convieling him miay,  in
addition te the pepally impase d, order Lhat 1w
perann cnnvicled ved o= Tor P hwith, the mamebactat e,
procdncljon, proces fmng, freatment o el ling, ol any
tomuodily lo whichsuchconlbiaveadionastalos top 2uch

preiod o, VP he conlravent fon crad tene L
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EIPLANATORY RERORANOUN

This 0i)] seeks to amend the Geyana Mational Bureaw of Standards Act 1984 in order to sake the Boreau wore effective in its

work of prosoting standardization in indestry and comserce,

The asendseots szde by the Bill provide for the appointment of amalysts to carry out testing of locally and imported
connodities with a view to deternining whether such connodities comply with applicable standards fived nnder the above-nentioned
Act (clawses 2 and 8). The Director of tbe Bereaw is given seabership status on the Standards Cowncil and the nvaber of weabers
in attendance at seetings tofern a quorws has been increased. Provisiea is also made for seetings to contiowe netwithstandiog

the abseace of the Chairnas or Vice-Chairman af the Standards Cowncil or doth of thea (clawses § and ¢).

The fusctions of the Standards Cowacil have been exteaded to emable it to prosste research, assess quality managesent
systens, establish a natioma) laboratory accreditation systes and arrange varions types of training {clause 5). Provisioss for
verilying that isparted cossodities comply with applicable standards (clawse 6) and seeking the assistance of oersomnel in

outlying areas to assist the Coeacil in its work (clawse 7) bave deen introduced.

The seizore, detention and investigative powers of the Comnci) have heoen enhanced (classes 9 and 18) Ide enforcesent

provisioss wnder the Act have also been enhanced thiongh additional of feaces and penalties.

Sevior Minister of irade,

lesrise and lodustry.
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