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A BILL 

Intituled 
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AN ACT to amend the Guyana National Bureau of StandardR 

Act 1984. 

F.nacted by the Pul ia111ent or Guyana:-

1. This Act, which a11en<tt1 tr,e Guyana National Bureau of

..... ,,, 

SNrt litle. 

Sta11datds Ar.t 19R4, niay be citi!<I as the Guyana N,,tion/\l Bvreau ol 1,.11•11m 

S tanda1 ds ( Amend1•ent) Act 1996. 

2. Section 2 or the Principi..l Act is hereby an,ended as

fol10111s -

3. 

(a) by the insertion iamediately before the definition of

·eureau··of the following definition -

"analyst· means any person appoint:ed as an analyst 

under section 27;"; 

(b) by the insertion iaaedlately after the definttion of

"dlstincti ve aark· of the ro II owing def i 11i t io11 • 

·hoae-use· 111eans consuA1pl:ion in Guyana of any imported

com111qdi ty which co11for111s to a comr>ul sory s tanllard 

specification;". 

Section 6 of the Principal Act i� hereby a111ended t,y the 

substitution for subsection (1) or the f0Ilo111in9 subsection-

secli11 t ,t l• 

Prhci,al lct 

.. .... t,t 

ucH•'" t• 

Prilci,al let. 



l11e1dlut 11 

mti11 11 11 th 

Prhci,-1 kt. 

4. 
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.(1) There is hereby established a body corporatP. to 

be known as the National Standards Cour,ci I consisti11g 

of the following member·R -

(11) the Director of t·he Aureau: 

(b) 11ot more lhan fift:ee11 m1�mlH!IS appoi11tecl by tl,e

Minister by i11st:rumPnt: in writi11g. •. 

Section ll. of the Principal Act: is hereby amended as 

follows -

(a) in sun�.ection (4), by tt1P. substitution lor tlu• word

(n) by the insertion immediately after subsection (4) of 

the following subsections -

·(4A) In !:Ire absence of the Chairman and Vice-

Chairman at a meeting of t.he Counc::i I a member 

not being the Director of the Aureau, elected 

amongst 1.hemselves sl,all preside thereat. 

(48) A decision of tire r.ounci I shal I be by a 

majority of votes and in addition to an 

original vote, in any case in which tire voti11<J 

is equal, the Cllili rnran or Vice-Chairmau or 

other member presiding ilt lite a1ef'ti11g shall 

hilVP a casU119 vole.". 

·third· or the wo rd ·halt·; 

l,y the 1111~mbers prP.~:P.11t ;it tt,P. 1111•eling fro111 
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5. Sec�ion 15 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by

the renumbering of paragraph ( n) as paragrnph ( s l a11d !:he 

insertion in1111ediately after par·agraph (n,) of the followin� 

paragraphs -

"(n) to proumte research i11 relatio11 f.o 

specifications; 

(o) to asi;ess quality 11anagP11ent �y-:t:-e111s in relation 

to COftllll<Jdit.ies. St'f"ViCPS, Pf OCP.SSP.!'; and 

practicP.s l:o which this Act /'!pp! ie� and to

control s.uch syste11s: 

(p) t.o est11bl hh and •anage a 11at.io11al 'tahorator y 

accreditation syste�; 

(<f) to 111ake such arrangeaent f.or traini11g of its 

staff as it 111ay considPr el!<,.w.die11t for t.he 

efficient conduct or its work: 

(r) to provide advisory sprvicec: for ntan11fact11rers

a11d to under take the traini11g or 1111sr111factur irrg

star f in quality assura11ce; ".

6. The Principal Act i6 hereby amended by the i11sertion

i11aediately after hection 22 of the following sections -

mt41ut ,r

mti11 15 ,f u,

Pri1tipal kt. 

lwrti11 11 •• 

sectiHS m '" nt

it lN 

Priaci,al kl. 



E>eaminatio11 

of c:erl.ain 

imports 

and powers 

of i 11spec tor 

wi tit r eyar d 

lltPl"P.tc,. 
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22(A). (J) Whert> M1yc:ommodity ro1 

which a compul!il oy sla11da1 d 

,;ped fie.at ion has beP11 \leclared. 

is rro<.fucecJ or ma11uf;ictu1 p,f outsiuc> 

GuyaM, the Cou11ci I 111ay instruct irt 

writin!.),111y in!',pPr.tor lo exa111i 11e ,rnJ 

c.u-;to111s PIil, iP.s iu l"PF.J1l!ct nr c.atr:h 

c.on,modi l.y a11r.l to P><ilttii 11e s11c:l1 

cun1110,1i ty lo af.ce, l.ai 11 it.& cnmfM nd I y 

w i l It sue- h concpu I !awy !. l,1nJar,f 

spPci r icatio11. 

(1) fltt inspPc:lor in�t111ctPd lo C)(ctnti11e

a11y c.0111n1odi ty u11de1 s,,i,*',P.Ct ion ( l) may 

lake •;amr,lPS ther,iof and s11h111i t the 

samples to a11 analyr.t for a11c1lysis or 

f>xa111i11atio11. 

( 3) Wl,ere a11 1111a I y�;t hils ma<Je a11

a11aly<1is or e)(andn11tin11 he "i.hal I i·;suP 

to tire inspector a CPr ti r lea te or r epor t 

setting for ti, the recul t-" of hi� 

analysis or eJCilt11inatiu11. 
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(<I) A con1modity to wltir:h this sect ion 

applies may be refused admi s sion for 

ho11e-use, if· 

(a) any r·eport or CP.l"tif icate issued

under subsection (3) st.ates that the 

r:0N1n.od i ty does r10 t comply w i th any 

•compulsory standa1d specification 

as is applicable to stJch 

co11mo<Ji ty : or 

(b) the importer of such com1Modity

fails to provide thl! Counci I 11t it s 

request. with a certificate or 

examination and co�l lance with such 

co•putso.,-y standard specification 

issued by a labor.at.ory or other 

c,;inti lar institution, in the country 

whe P the comntodi ty is 

manufact:'jl.lred, recognised by the 

Bureau; or 

(c) the ma11ll,ract111 e1 of suc11

com11odity fails to coffl\,oly with any 

r-equest 111ade under section ¥8C(-1).

(5) Where any i�orted co11111odity fals--W.l,l 

bear any standa.rdi satio11 mark or 

distinc.tive mark or which falsely hears 

a mark or coinpl iance with any 

specHic:atio11 reQuired under the law of 

a country outside Guyana, sur.h comnndi t.y 



1t1ist11ti11 ,, 

itptrltr IN 

1111f1chrer 

11 cert1i1 

cun4ities. 

.11H"(: .t tion of 

8 

�hall not be admitted for home-use. 

(6)Where any commodity t<> which this

anal,�t.. the C:ounr.i l inav re,111i .-� the 

i111pt>1 t.er of !ollCh cOllltRodi l.y to pay such 

exa11inati<>n fee, as �he Councii may. 

with the apJ>roval of the Minister. 

tlet.Prm i IIP. 

2?.(n). ( 1) F.very i111po1 t.er <>f any r.0111111odi ty 

to which Sf'<:tio11 12,, l'IN>I ie'.s ;11ul rv�1 Y 

ma1111lactu1er of atty cotn110.-lil lor which 

a co11p11Jsory standr1rd s1>eci fica1:io11 lt,H', 

t,e,en·declare<I, shall rPgi.slN wit.h t.1;�

r:ou11r. i l a111HJ."I. l l y .,� ,'111 i 111po1 I.P.< 

n1an11fact111 rr, a:a; tliP r·ase 11111v l,r•. j 11 

i!Cr.01·dance with s11bse(;t i �n ( 'l). 

(2) Every a pplicatiotl for r.egistraticn

as a.n importer o� manufacturer 

shall be ilh the prescribed form and 

shall be accompanied 111i th such fees 

ll§ the Cou ncil may, wi th the 

ap">roval of the Minister, prescribe .•• •

7. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insc>rtion aft�?r 

section 25 of the following section-

n -c Principal 

ct. 



Additi onal 

assist ance. 

[ r�quest the 

•:inister to 

bn .. ut ,t 8. 

25A. 
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( 1) Hlwrc in opinicn of the

Council, the inspe ction servic1i of 

the Council is inadequate to dis­

charge its !unctions in any part of 

G.u yana and adci tional assist.-.nc\? is 

raqui r1)d therefor the Cou ncil may L

provide the r�uhed assistance.

(2) Where the P.!inister recei.ves 

a request !o� assistance, h� �ay 

cause to be autho::isccl in t,d t in,; .iny 

offi cer or C'J:lployee o f  the lo c�l

democratic organ for that part of

Guyaflcl: to "°hf.ch su ch r�ques t ralat\?S 

or a men:bcr of th e Police Forca

operating there, to discharge 

the funct ions of an inspector �r

other officer or craployce of the

Council, and scch autr.oriscd

of.:'.'lc�r l1r 01,(:,j c:.rr:e or m•.::mber of thc 

Police Force, aa the cas� �ay be, 

shall hav::: ilnd 17',q, discharge all the 

powors and functio:,5 or nn insi)cctor

or other- offlcc-r o.: d,,ployc,. cf tl�c

Co:.mc.:1,1.".

Secliou 77 of the Pr incip11\ fict is herehy 1111wn<fo•I /I'.". 

1tdh11J ti lh fol ]OW5 -

Prhcip1l kt. 
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(.i) i11 the niargi11,1l 11r,le, 1,y th:> ,�ub0o t.il11I ion f1>r 

the word,; ·chief .Inspector· of 1:hP wm d·� ·ctiiP.f 

Inspector, analysts·; 

(t,) i11 s11ho;ect.in11 (ll. t,y 11,,. ,s1,t,1:tit11l:i<•11 l•lt lh<• 

words ·qualified as inspectors· of 11,e ,.,,,, ,Jl'. 

·qualified as inspectors or analysts·· �,� 

(I') in s1rlw,ect ion (?), by t.he :!,llh<Jtit•1f io11 fot tl,1' 

words ·every inspector". of t:loP �•01,lo; ·every 

inspector or analyst·. 

IIH .. Hl 11 9. SE'c:tior. ?R nf the Pr i11r.in.1l Ac:I: is lmreby atuinde<:t a:-· 

11eli11 H 11 lllt f o I l nws 

Priacipllkl la) in �ub.section (tl. by the 5ttb!:-lit11tio11 of a i•,enii 

colon {or the rul l stop at the ewt of pa rag, aph (!l l 

and the insertiou imaediately 1.:hert!after or ti,,. 

following paragraph 

"(It) seize and detain for �uch timt> .is mcty 1,e 

rU:"cessary for the purpoises of any exami n,1tion. 

invest iga tiol), tr i a I 1H i 11,1u i ry, c111y commodi t·f 

by mea11s of·, 01 in r£>lat.in11 to, whic:h he has 

reasonablE' grounds to hr.I ieve a11y provisio11 of 

this Act has heen contravened.·: 

(h) by the insertion h1111e,Jlately after- subser.tion (�I of 

the following subsections -

"(4) Any conuaodity seized uttder this Ar.t m.iy 

at thE! option of an inspector he kef'}t or 

stored in the building or place where it w�s 

seized or May at the dlrectiqn of an inspector 

be re11r,ved to any other .1,roper til acP. 

t 
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(S) Where a11 i11spec:tor in exercise of his powers

under this Ar.t has takP.11 a samr•IP ol 1111y 

r.m1111odity, material or suhstan<:e to which t.hir. 

Act. applies and it aJ1pe-'1·s froNI rlny P.Xrl11tinal:ion 

o.r investigation by the insr,P.ctor or the a11nlv�t 

that. the salP of or 

deal(ng with suct1 com1110<1itv. material or 

i;ubstencP wo,,Jd riot hP in r.:1111tn1vP11tion of this 

Act. the i nsper: tor sha l I pay co111pensa t.i on to Ure 

owner of thP. �a11ple if it c;-111111,t he ret. 111 ned to 

1:1,P. owner without prP.}t1dic1! to thP. owner. 

(6) An inspector shall rP.lease any com11odity

SP. L�ed by h l m un,11!' r t It I<; l'lc t; w h� 11 ltP h 

l'>atisf ied that al I f:t4e r�r·nvisions of thh Act. 

wit�, rfl!spet.:t tt.ereto h.'.IVP. hP.1?n 1:otapl iP.d with. 

(7) Where an inspe .. tor ha� !".PiZPd any co•11oditv

under t:h is Act and the ownP.t thr.r eof or the 

pt!n�on i11 whose possession t.ht- t:01111110.-fity wa� at. 

the ti111e of sei111re consent:� tot.he deslr11ctio11 

theteof the co1111odi ty shall thereupon b,P. 

forfel ted to the Sta tr. and 11ay be clt>io;trnyP.d or 

ol:hMwlio;e iii�po!e.e<f of as the Hini�ter May 

-cti rl!'ct. •• 
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lmrti11 ,1 '" 10. The Principal A<.:t is hereby ilmeudecl hy t.he ill',P.rl.io11 

1tcli,a HI, UI nl imn,ediately aft.er s"ct.ion ,'A of t.hf' fnl lowi11!1 ,C'C:I in.11.s 

lit ia t" Pri11:ip1I 

kl. 

"t'l11alvsis. 2AA. (J) At, i11sr,e1:l.nr may suhuii t. :111v c,;1n,plt! 

tr1k1>11 i11 ,1r.co1claw:e with f,Pcl.in11 7R (I) (h). cir-

a11y commodity sei 1ed by him 1J1,d!"r section 2A ( l) 

(h) or any s:1mple f101n !',11d1 com1H1,dil:y, to ,111 

o1n11lyst for ;i11,1Jysis or ex,1mi11iltio11. 

(2) WhP.re a11 analyst has made .an a11:<1vsis 

or Pxa,ninal:il,n he shall jc,�,W! lo 1:he i11sper.tor 

a certificate or report :<;ptl i11g fo1 th thP 

1 es IJ I ts 

ex,1111i n,,t.inn. 

0 f I, is a nalysis or 

I11ve,sl igilt:io11 

of Comp I ;i i ntr.. 

78B(l)ThP CrHrncil shall, tl11ough its 

i nspi>ctor,1 te, CilUSe l.o he 

i nvPstigated, complai 11t�. regarding c-01111110.Ji t.iPs. 

se1·v ices, processer:. or pr,1c ti c1!'5 r P. f i>rr ed Io it 

by consumers a11d •iser s. 

(2) Where any complaint is found

to be true on investigation, I.he Cou11ci I.may 

ca11se to be instituted Legal prncf'!t>di11gs o1{1t1insl: 

the 111ar111f ac:turer or ot-fH•r. pe1 son f.Uf>P I yi ns1 l:lui 

uefectivP. commodity or !:\P.rvic e cir e11g.igi>d i11 tlie 

defecl:ivP. proce:�s or pt act ice. 



Oeclr1ratio11 

locr1l 

manufacturer 

and 

cert.if icate

in respect 

or imported 

co1111odlties. 

by 

l3 

78C.(1) WherP- r1ny co111p11lr.ory 

s tandarcl speci r i cr1 ti 011 ha� Ileen 

declared i11 respect or any 

co11aod i ty. the Counc i 1 11ay reque"' t .  

the manufacturer of such co111111odity 

to r11r11ish a declaration in the 

prescribed for111 that such c:oamodi t.y 

has b�en 11anufactuted in accordanr.e with S1Jch 

spf'lcificationas is applicahh� t.o such co111110,Jity 

and any •anufactur.t.r who fails to co•ply wil:h 

any St/Ch req11est �hal I be 911i I ty of an offet,cl/?. 

(2) Whe1·e any co11110dity for whieh wbt>re I� 110

cot1p11Jsory standard sped r ication 

is aanufactured outside Guyana such co11111odi ty 

shall not be 

bported ir1t0Guya1ta •trtlP.c«,S itw.holly 

confor111s to any specificatipn under 

the law of the country in which it is 

11anufactured and is accot11Panled by 

a certificate in the pre�t::.rit>e<l for11 

certifying that th! co1111odity co11fo·r11s 

t1> suc:h �l>P.c if i 1:a t.io11 1m,ler t.he I aw 

of th11t t'ountry and that its sa'le 

therein would not constitute " 

cont1·avention or the law thereor.·. 

�ri 
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.. udml ,r l I s,., t i,111 Jq nr l'lw Prl1wi1,111 lief i� J,,.1 ehy r1me1,,1, .. 1 h11 

mtinn,r Ile lhP IP!r>llPI i119 or p.11;ig1aph (j) JS pn1a91.,plr (I) .1nd lltf' 

Priaclpll ltl. in�P• tion imo11�dialely ,,fler parng1aph (i) or thP lnll<1wi11,1 

paragraphs 

bulmt ,r 12. 

'"(j) 1e111oves. alters 01 interre,es in �11y Wi\Y wilh 1111y 

thing seizl'd or dPtai11ed 1111.Jer the a11tho1 il.y ol this 

Acl, 01 wi lh any de!.e11rio11 n, t'l liPt l11g al l.;whPd Io 

<\Uch lhlfl9, wi thocit thP n11Llm1 i I y or ;rn l11spe1 lo,; 

(k) al lemrls to �el I rnr hn11e-,,�p o, exvo, t ., rnn11111cli ty

whlr::h ,toe� nnl nrnro, m t.o ., r.n",11111-:01 y st ,1 11darrl

sr,eci r lc-:1 t i ()JI; ...

SP1·1.ion 40 or I he l'r i11r ii,;il l'tr:I i·, lw1 <'hV ,tmPwJ, .. I uv 1111• 

stclinO,lth i11c;.P1lio11 ;1flc>1 ·,11 1 �.Prlin11 (?) 11! 1111• loltrn,i11q •11t,•,1•cfi1111 

Prhdprl kl 

"(.n Wf1PIP ii f>f'ISJHI j .. , 11,1111ir fp.J ffll 

,·011l1av"11lin11 111 c;pr:ti,111 f'>(I) 111 (�1 111 -:111j,,11 

?7(1) 111 (7). lhr• lfJl(II 1Cl11Virfi1,,1 him 111,IY. i11 

.,;f,111 j 011 I I') 11,P fl''II.-( I I II i "'"""" I. CII ,1,,, I l1o• I 1111•

, ... ,r,1111 11111vi1·tP•I ,._.,,.,_. fc,111,with. II,• !l;Jlfltl;i,t111:>. 

ptod11,lio11. pa,u,"S i11,1. l1r•,1Jt11•11l 111 �.,..Jliutt. nl .111v 

r 1)1111110,li r y In wl1i1 I,"·"' Ii, rnd, 1111, 01d 11111 , ,•fat,,. 1,<1 ·.,tt I, 

r••· I i '"' ,, • t fl,, t:(I rl 1 I i:l\lf'tt t i ,,11 r·,111 I I Ult(• I • • • 

,-
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£1PUIAIORT ft£ft0RA1DUN 

nis lill mh to nod l\t ltym Matiml hrm of Stn411ds Act 1,�4 i1 otdtr 19 takt th Barm '°" 1fl1r.tiv1 i• its 

mk ol ,,oaoti19 studirdiutio• in illdntrr ud romm, 

lb 11ud1t1ts ud1 br t�, Bill pmidt for th, 1ppoht1ut of 1ulrsh lo mrr aat tuting of locally and i1p�rhd 

m11ditin 1i0, ,in h d1t1r1i1in9 1h1th11 mh coneditin co9'1J ,it� 1pplie1blt strntirds fired Hadtr th 1bou-111timd 

Act (clnus 1 ud t). lbf Dimtor of tbt hru, is !itt1 1ubt1ship stalls u tht Studirds Co11cil nd Ot mbtr of 111btrs 

in 11tud11c1 11 1ftli19s to h11 1 QHOIII bs btu it1tru\fd. ,,nisiu is also 11•• fer u1ti19s to u,tim ut1ithtndi19 

lht 1bs111Ct ef th th.irm or Yitt·Chinu 11 th Studards CoHcil tr ho of Ou (clams l ud 41. 

lht h1ctio1; of th, Studirds C111cil hut �"' ut11d1d to mbl1 it to pr1111t1 murth, mus ,vililJ 11u9m1t 

SJ\tm, nhblish a utioul JahutorJ mrtdihtiu syst11 ud 1111191 urim types of tr1i1i•t (chm 51. ,rovisim fer 

mifyi1, Oat ia,trltd conoditiu mply 1ith ,,,Jicablt stududs (chm O ud mli19 th mistmt of ommtl i1 

0tthht arm to mist Ot tmcil i1 its Hrl (tlnst 1) hn hn i1tro4md. 

n, stinrt, d1tutio1 nd inutit1tin ,mrs el the C11Kil hut ��u uhmd (chms , 11d ttl lht uforc11ut 

,.,.;.;"' ,,., U, kt '"' ,In Im '"""'' 11,.,,1 ,Uih"'l '"'""' •• '"'�\l\J,"-�b 
St1i1r liaw"erif iriit, -- · 

l11riu u• l14nlrJ. 

' .. ,., 
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