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A.D. 1111 Enacted by the Patliament of Guyana:·-



l�H MAR. 1983 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LEGAL S'f!PPLEMENT - C 43 

, 1. This· Act may be cited as the National Data Manage·- Short title.
ment .Authority �Act 1983-. , · ·  

2. In this Act - Interpre­
tation. 

"Authority" means .the Nadonal Data Manag�ment
· A,uthority �stablished by section 3;

''Chairman" means the Chairman of the . Aµthority 
appointed �n�er section 15(2); ' 

"Data Oentre" means. the Data Ceni:re.of the Authori:ey 
established by section .15;_ 

"EDP" means Electr onic Data Processing; 
"Executive Committee''· means "the Executive· Com­
.. mi'vtee of the Authority established by section 14(1); 
''General Manager''' means the· Gen.�ral Manager of . 

,the P�ta Centre appointed unde11 section 15(3).; 
1'Rublic Seotor" includes -

(i) any Ministry, department or office of. the Gov­
ernment and any public- corporiation or oth�r
corp_ora�e body in which the oonttollmg inte,rest
vests in the State or in aillY agrency on behalf.
o-f · the State;

. (ii) all local democratic .. qrgans; 
(iii) 11he Vniv�l"Sity of . Guyana and all educational ..

institutions managed by any corporate body
re£erred to in paragraph (i) or by a local demo- ,

· · · cratic organ;
(iv)· co-operative SOO.eties , registered under the ·C�

p
. 88:01

Co-operative Societies Act; and . . 

(v) any other body, establishment or undertaking·
specified by the _Minister ·by order. having re-
· gam -to the. nature of �e undertaking or the
� service it renders. .

., ·, 4 -

3. (1) The·re is hereby esrtablj$ed. a body corporate to be Estabitah-
known as the National Data Maniag�ent A�thority. . ��!�.

· . . (2) The. grovisfons of ,the First Schedul� shall have i!�ortfy.
effect as to the constitution and proceedings of the Authority 
and otherwise .in rela1lioin therero. 

4. (1) The, objectives of the Authority include· - I:��i;� -
(a)

.. 
1ihe development of computer. systems in the 

-- Public Sector to satisfy its inf ormatJon needs; 
(b) the. establishment· of �delines· ·for the Public 

Sedtor .for ,the .recruiitme.nt, remunerrtation and 
general conditions of_ service of pers'onnel em .. 
ployed in . data proce�ng.. . . 
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J'wlctloDI 
of Authorl· 
t;r. 

(c.) the development of training and manpower pro­
grammes in order ,to ensu:re that adequat.ely 
trained personnel are available for the efficient 
operation of computer system; 

(d) the authorisation of the acquisition of all hard­
ware and soffl;ware for the Pub!ic Sector;

(e) the establishment and maintenance of. reliable
communication linkages in the Public Sector in

, order to achieve optimal utilisation and deploy­
ment of computer resources. 

. {a) Notwithstanding ;the provisions of this Act the 
J\luthonty shall have poweir to provide its servires to persons 
and agencies outside the Public Sector on any request made 
by .such person or agency., 

5. 

ing; 

The. functions ot the Authority are -
(a) to advise the Minister on any matter pertaining

to data processing and in parliCI.Dlar to promote
and facilitate the orderly development of data
processing in accordance with the objectives of
the Government by such means as the .Authority
may oonsitfer requ:isdte, advantageous or conveni­
ent for that purpose;

(b) tp adVise the Minister on such matters which 
will ensurn that the acquisition of new EDP 
resources or the deployment or use of eadsllng 
EDP resources wi'thin the Public Sector is con­
sistent with the general policies of the Govern­
ment; 

(c) to carry wt surveys and studies throughout the
Public Sector to determine its information needs
and to ·assess 'the relevance of existing or pro­
posed information systems;

�d) to maintain an infor,nation base regarding the 
recrui'tment policy, pay and 1conditions of service 
in relation to personnel engaged! in data promss­
ing-for use by the Pµblic Sec,toi,; 

(e) to determine the type of training; needed by
personnel required to manage and operate data
processing systems, prepare suitable tnlining
program.mes, arranlge or advise on -appropriate
training courses and assis;t educational institu­
tions in establishing curricula in data process-
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. .... ' -. . " . 
(f) to ,-devi:se plans and ·strategies· for tbe technol<r

gical ,advancement and development of EDP
facilities in the Public Sector;

(g) to moni.ioor and revierw all .pla� prepared by the
data· processing �tres- in the Public -Sector and
to give guidanc.e, advice. and direction to these
centres;

(h) to· establish and enforcei a set of data processing
standards which are consistent with the efficie nt
operation of data -processin!g Gentres in the Pub:...
lie Sector in all relevant areas.

6. The .t\.uthor:ity_ may establish an' ·appropriate. scale Fees. 

of fees in respect of the services it provides and may reduce or 
waive such fees in any particular case.  · · 

7. Each data ,pro,cessing centte within the Public S'ec,t.or Sub�ssi�n .. 
shall submit to the Authority s\uclh fnforma'tion or statistics a� �t0�nf��- ,..

�ay b� r�quired by the Au�h{ori�y for t�.e p,urpose of disch,argin� b;a���s 
.its functions and- performmg lits duties. processing · centres .. 

8. · The Authority shll.11, at the exwnse of each data s;vs�ems 

processi,n.g centne: in the Publip Secior, �nduct a _systems auA:it audit. 

of the books or records of the centre once every two- years. ·- - ' 

9. (1) It shall be the dufN of the: Public Sector to imple- �:tc°f. 
· ment any recommeru:lation and to comply with any request for Sector to

information or any dir�ction made or g.iVeDI to lit by t:bel Autho:l'i- comply. 

ty in the ·.cou:rse of the administration oil tlris Act and to
co-opooate fttlly with . the Ajuthority dn the . clischla�ge of its
function�.

(2) where the Public Sector fails .to comply with the
proVIS1ons of su�on .(1) the Au'tih:ority· shall ,report $Ucll

· fia:ilijre to the Minlister who may ta:ke S/U.ch steps� are neic,essary
or expedien't to secuire comp1i:ance. ·

. 10; It shall be the dulty. of a member .of th; Authority Disclosure 
who is in any way, whether dire•otly or iooirectly.- interested in of interest. 
an application for a contract or any other arrangement with 'the
Authoruty 't.o declare the nature ofJ ihli.s interest at a· meeting

· of the Authority .and he · sltall not take ·pa:I"c in any !discussion
of, or vot:e on any _question relaltJing to, the contract or other
arrangement

· 11. (1) Except for the purpose of the exerc'jse of his func- Preservation 
tions or when lawfully reqluired 'to do so QY m1Y court or under of secrecy. 
the proVlis:ions of any law, a membe� ofl the Authority: or the 
Data Centre or the Teichnical · Training Advisory, PaneL or a 
� or an officer or! Oltiher employee of, the Authority •. 
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shall :regard and d)eal with as §ecre\t andJ ,confidential all inf orma-
tion, documents and nta1itelfs which Qr knowledgle of which ·_he 
may 9btain in the e��rci.se of hisi f�*Uons. 

(2) Any person refened to in subsection (1) who con-
- travenes "the 11·rovisions of that .subse,dtion shall be liabl�· on

summary .conviction to a fine _'oro:o.e. thousa� dollars and to
imp.risonment for a Jenn of siJx months. ' _ · . -

Protecti�n� of . ...  12.. . Any p�rson aicljng, ,U!nder ,this Act shill be entitled 
· f;:

s

�er act- to the protection afforded- by the Jiustices Protection Act
thts .Act. .. . 
Cap. 5:07 

: t���:r�eb- i3. , T,he Authority -shall have ·powei to pay to ��Ch of 
bers of Au- its members (othe,r t'han the Chadrman and the �neral Manager) thorlty. · in respect of _his p,ffice such remunooation and allowaq_ces, if 

any, as the Minister �ay ·d�te,rmme. . 

Establish- · - · 14. (1) Tl!e Authortcyi shall establish an - Executive· Com- -
:O�!r!

n

�f· . mi�tee (hereina:£ter-tin .this Act refe:r.red :to as S'the Committee'') 
�he E�ec�- for the IJU,rp61se of maooiglng its Dai'�·a Cent.?Je andl ma.y, with 
iJftee. om the- ,prior approval of the Min\ister, delegate to ·the Committee

second 
ISicbedule 

Establish­
ment and 
composition 
of Data 
Centre_ 

any .of its funocions. 
.

. ' 

(2) The provisions of Pa.ltt, A of the Second- Schedute
shall .have effect as to the consti�tion 1and proceedings of the 
Committee and otherwise in rel,atfon thereto.·.. - . "' 

-(3� Subject to the directions and general con�rol and 
�upervision. o� the Autbority�the Committee s�all have all su<:h 
powers ·� �e ,reasonably ne,c.essary o, expedient to enable 1t 
�o -e·xercist, its functions. 

. (4) . A - member of the C�ttee s,hall not take. part in , 
o.r -vote on -�he decision of any matter - with· respedt to any 
transaotion between the Committee · and ihunself or between the 
Committee and any·person .. in whose business he .is pecuniarily 
interested whether d:iredly -or md�reat1r .. 

· . - (5) · Without · -prejudi!re t.o ,the· gene,raijty of · $JJ1bsections - ·
(1) and · (3i.) the £uhcl.:ions ·of the Oommitte a,re as set out in
Part B of the Second Sch�ule. 

15� (1) The Authority · shall estab� a Data_ Centre. · The 
Data Centre shall comprise -

(a) �he members of the Committee; and
(

b

). sµ.ch· pr.ofessional, technical and other employees 
---�-1he 1Authority attached to the Data Cent� 

!- the. C�ttee, with the approval of the-M:in­
. ister, -lQ<>nsiders necessary for the effitj.ent . disi­
cha;rge by the Data· C�ntre of its functions .. 
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(2) The Chairman of ithe Autthority, who � be
appointed bw the Minister at such remjuneration 'ami on such
terms and conditions {including the pa�ent of pension, gratuity .
or 0th� like benefit by reference to his service), as may be 
determined by the Minister, shall be ex officio ,head of the Data
Centre· and responsible to the ' Minister for it3 efficient
org�nisa1ion and the exercise of its functions in accordance with the 
general policy directions of ,the Minister. 

(3) (a) The General Manager shall be appointed by· ,the
Authority with it.he prior approval .of the Minister on such terms and 
cdnditions i(includ'ing the payment of pension, gratuity, -0r other like 
benefit '9Y reference to his service) as the Minister: thinks ij_t. 

(,b) The General MaQager shall be 'the principal profess- .. 
ional, executive and administrative offilcer of the Data C-entre and shall 
be responsible to.the Chairman for the efficient 9ay to day operation 
of the Daita Centre. 

16. (l) Subject to any general oi: special directions tliat m� be�� 
given by ,the. Minister to the Authority the Data C-entre shall - centre. 

(a) prepare such plans and documentation as the Author-
ity may require !rom time to ,time; 

(b) co-ordinate the work of the Authority; and

(c) do all things necessary to ensure the efficient dischar�
by the Authority of its functions and promote the 
effective implementation of data prcessing development 
plans in c�nformity with national objectives. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) Third the functions of the Data Centre are as set out in the Third Schedule. SchedUle 

17. The Authority shall establish a panel of skilled persons�
to be known as the Technical and Training Advisory Panel. the func-�ry 
tions of which are set out in the Fourth Schedule. � 

Schedule 

18. The _Minisrer may by order amend the "provisions of any� to
of the Schedules- schedUles. 

19. (1) The Authority, with .the approval of .the Minister, shall A.ppoe:f1tment
. o£em 01'" have power to employ at such remuneration and on such other terms ees 

and conditions as it thinks fit (including the payment of pensions, Aut.horlt:,. 
gratuities and other like •benefits by reference to the service of its 
officers and other employees) a Secretary and other offioers and em­
ployees as the Authority may require for the purpose of discharging 
its functions. 
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(2) 'fhe Authority may; at any time. retain the SieI'Vioos of
�xperts.and other ptoressional persons and may pay such remuneration 
m respect thereof as the Authority, with the approval of. t'lie Mimster, 
may determine. 

Secondme!lt 20. (1) Where a publlc officer is seconded· or .temporarily trans-or transfer f ·-...1 fr . - b1 ffi . hi th . f D..--· of officers to err� om a pens1ona 1e o ce wrt n e meamng o the rc.t.ll)1ons Authority. Act to an office with the Authority section 5 of that Act shaU apply cap. 21:02 ,to him as if .his services wiith the Authority were service in a public 
office. 

(2) Where a public officer is appointed to an office with the
authority his service with the authority shall be other pbblic service 
within the meaning of, and for the purpose of such provisions applicl!,ble 

, in relation thereto as are contained in. the Pensions Act (including the Cap, 27:02 • Pensions .R�ulations 1957).
1(3) Subsection (1) and (2) shall, as they apply in relartion .to a 

public officer, apply mutatis mutandis in relation to a �ch� Ito whom 
the Teachers' Pension Act applies and who is 'employed by the Author­Cap. 39:03, ity:

21. Funds and 
resources of of _ Authority. 

. The funds and resouroes of the Autthority shall .consists 

(a) such moneys as may from time to time be voted by
Parliament for the purposes of this Act;
. , 

(b) moneys paid to the· Authority by way of fees; 
. . . 

(c) sums earned or arising from allf property, invest­
ments, mortgages or debentures acquired by or vested 
.in the Authority; 

(d) sums borrowed by ,the Authority for the purpose of
meeting any of its obligations or exercising any of
its functions; and

(e) all other SUJilS or propert,.. that may in any manner
beoorne payable to or vested in the Authority in res­
pect of any matter incide,ntal roits po�!? and duties.

AppllcatloD of revenue. 22. (1) The revenue of the Authority for any financial year shall
be applied in defraying the following -

(a) the salaries, fees, remuneration, gratuities and other
benefits (inoluding payments .for the maintenance of
any F.Sioo. scheme) of !the officers and employees
and technicai and other ad�isers of the Authority;

th) working operations and �tablishment ex� and 
expenditure on, or proV1810D for. ilhe maintenance 
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_ and �nsurance of ·the· property of the.Authority, and 
, the discharge of ,the functions of the Aurthority proper-· 

ly chargeable ,to revenue acco�nt; _\ 

. ( C) · interest On any debenture and debenture stock or 
other .security issued and on any loan raised by the 
the Authority; · · . . 

(d)• ·sums req:�ired to be ,transferred .:to a sinking fund 
·or otherwise set aside for .the purpqse of· making·
provi�km for :the ·redemption of debentures or deben­
ture ·stock or other security or the payment of other
borrowed money;

' ·'

such-- sunis as i( may be deemed ·appropriate to set
asi9e in ·respect of depreciation on any property of
:the Authority having regard to the amount set aside
out of the iievenue under paragraph 1(d); and

..... J .. .. -

(f) any other expenditu're �uthorised by the. Auithoiity
and properly_ chargeable to revenue accounit.

. 
. ·. . �-. (2) Tp.e balance' of the revenue of the Au:thority s�a!]. be

· applied :to the creation of reserve funds to finanoe future devielopment
and to ��ch other purposes as the fyfinister may approve . .-

23. . Funds ?f :the ·Aut�ori�ty �ot immedi�:t�ly required ,to be e�- :i�=:L
�nded m the meetmg of any obligations oi: rthe discharge of any func-
tions of ithe Authority may be invested from time-to !time in securities
�pproved by (he_ Mj�ister for investment by rthe Authority ..

24. · · The AuihOiity may; with the approval, of the MinisterBonowtng
responsible. for fjnance, borrow any moneys 1:"tXIUi� by it for mooting rur:�t;�
any _(?f . its obligations �r discharging · any �� its functions. .
. 25. ·o) With the approval of :the. National Assembly, the Minister Guarantee.l>y 

r.esponsible for finance may guarantee, in such mtinner and on such :!;�!:hie
conditions as he may think fit, the paymerrt of the principal and:interest ':r

b 
�e 

on any authorised borrowings of the Authority� · · . , . · :Y t�or1i;· and repay- · · ,, . ; . . ment of 
(2) Whe� d1-e Minister nesponsible for finance is sa�isfied :that :!m

!�?:1
4

there �as been default in the . .repayment of ·atty principa:l moneys or guarantees. 
fnterest guaranteed under this sectiori, he shalLdireci the repayment OU\t 

_ of the revenues of. Guyana of the amount in respeot of which th�e 
. has been such.: &�fault. · · · . _ 

. . 

.(3) The · Authority _shall · mare to the Accountant General, at 
such . time and in such manner as :the Minister re�ponsible for finance 
may direct, payments of such amounts as may be so directed in or 

· tow�rds riepa yment of any such su1!1 Jssued in fulfilment of any guaran­
tee given under this sectio_n, an� payments of interest on w�at is outstand-
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Accounts 
and audit� 

• ing for ·�he itime- being in respect' of 1any_ _sums so i�sued at such rate as 
the Minister resportsi-bl·e for finance may direot, and. different rates of 
interest may· be direct•ed as respects different sums and as respects 
in'te�.st for different pe!iods. · · ·· 

·26. (1) ·The Authority shall keep accounts of. its :transactions· io
the satisfaction of the Minister · and such accounts shall be audtted 
annua1ly by.e:tn audhor appointed by- the Minister. 

{2) _- _ The .. _Minister may, at any time, appoint an auditor to 
examine the accounts of the Authority and to· reporf · thereon to ,the 
Minister.  · 

{3) · )'he mem1bers, offioers and other employ:ees of tlJ_e· Author-
ity shall grant to the auditor_ appointed ·10 audit the accounts Qf the 
Authority under subsection (1) _or (2) dcaess to all books, documents, 
cash and securities of the Authority and shaJl give to him ori request 
such information as ma Y. be within their knowledge in rela'lion to the 
opera:t�ons of the Authority.. - · . · . 

· (4) ·An auditqr .a�inted under this section shall hav1e power
to summon and' examiQe all per.sons whom he shall thi� �it ito examine 
·for the puiipose qf obt�ining 'information in. _connection with - the
_ examina;tiori and audit of the accounts of the Authority and nespectip.g 
. all other. matters and things what•ever necessary for the due performa1we 
of the-functions vested in 'him; '"and if any-person summoned as afore-
said is not a public officer. or an offioer or other employiee of the _ 
Authority ·he 1 �haU be· entitled to payme�t for· his attendance as if he 
were a witness attending a legal proceeding in obedience to a summons
issuied at the instance � the State. . . � 

.. · 

--(5) · Any person summo�- under subsection (4) who, without 
.- reasonable excu�� makes_ diefault-in obeying the summons is liable· on' 
summary convictiort to a fin.1e of fifty dollars, ·or, 'in default of payment, 
to imprisonment fpr one �onth. - . -

. 
.

. . - \ 

(6) - The Authoni.ty may" write off bad debts: 
Limitation 27, The Limitation Act shall n.ot apply to ·proceedings. 

- . provlslona ...... - excluded. instituted by the Authority for the recovery ·of monies du� to· cap. 7:02. the Authority or any oth�r- property to which a cla� is made 
by t�e Authority. 

Recovery ol 28. Any sum·�d1:1e to the Authority· may be recovered by 
:::i°ene[: _ . parate Of summary execution_ and the right Of recovery �onf erred -· Authorttr. by this section is in adq.ition to any other procedure available 

to the Aut)hority ·unde·r any other _law. , · 
Exemption·from taxation. 

29. . . The Authority shall · be exempt from the payment of 
customs · duty, consumption tax, capital gains tax, corporation 
tax, inc���- tax, property tax an� purchas·e tax. 

��:�erof 30. (1) The Minister· may give to the Authority direction
d
s--

to gtve · of a general-. or special character as to the policy to be f ollowe . directions to 
Authority. 
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by the Authority in the discharge· of its functions and the Au­
thority shall give effect to those directions. 

(2) The Authority shall afford to the Mini$ter informa-
• tion requested by him with respect to the functioning of the

Authority and shall furnish him with annual estimates, and such
. returns and reports as he may require.

(3) The Authority shall provide the Minister with such
facilities as will enable him to verify the information furnished 
in pursuance of this sec,.tion. 

31. (1) The Authority shall within four months after th.e end Ann�
of each financial year of the Authority make and transmit to repo 
the Minister a -report dealing generally with the activities of 
the Authority during the said financial year and containing such 
information relating to the operaR<>ns and policy of the Authority 
as the Minister may from time to time direct. 

(2) · The Minister shall cause a copy of every such report
to be laid on the table of the National' Assembly. 
· 32, The Minister may make regulations which are neces- BeguJ.attons. 

sary or expedient for the carrying into effect- of the purposes 
and provisions of this Act. 

s. 3. _ FIRST SCHEDULE 
1: (1) The Authority shall consist of the following members : ��uoa:

(a) the Chairman;
Authority, 

(b) the General Manager; and
(c) not less than five and not more than eight

persons appointed by the Minister who, in his
opinion, are qualified for appointment by rea­
son of their experience of, and shown capacity
in, matters relating to the functions of the Au-
thority and whose selection reflects the widest
possi!le representation of institutions which have
an interest in utilising the services of the Data
Centre.

(2) The Chairman may resign· his office by writing under
his hand addressed to the Minister, and such resignation takes 
effect upon the date of receipt thereof. 

(3) A member of the Authority -
(a) shall -hold office for such period not exceeding

three years as may be specified at the time of
appointment;

(b) may, subject to subsection (2), at any time resign
his office by writing under his hand addressed
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to the Chairman ·and such resignation takes effect 
.. upon the date of the receipt thereof. 

(4)·: The names of ·the members of the Authority. as first
constituted and every change in the membership thereof shall 
be nQtified Jn the Gaze�e. , . . . 

·· Meeting of 
Authod�. 

· 2. (1) The Authority snail meet at such times· �s may, be
necessary or expedient f.or the transaction of business an'd such 
meetings shall be held at such place and time and .on su�
days as the · Authority may determine. · � -

, 

(2) · · The Chairman inay at any time caU a special meeting
of):he Authority. , · 

(3) Five members shall co�istitute· .a ·q0:orum:
(4) ·Minutes 'in proper .form of every meeting of the Au·'

thority sh�ll be kept by the Sec�tary and shall be confirme_d 
at a subsequent meeting - by the . Chairman or other member 
duly presiding over the meeting, as the case may · be. 

) (5) The Authority· may c�-opt 'one ·or I more persons to. 
·attend any meeting -of the Authority at which the Authority is
dealing with a particular matter for the· purpose - of assisting
or advising the Authority, but any such co-opted person shall
not be entitled to vote at· the meeting.

(6) Subject to thi� Act the· Authority may. regulate its
procedure.· 

s.J.4 SECOND· SCHEDULE 

_. _PART.A 
·composltton 1. (1) .· The Committee �ban. consist of five members who
ol com- shall be ·-. mtttee 

(a) the Chairman; . ·

(b) the General Manager; and

(c) ·�hree other members of the Authority -appointed
by the Authority ..

(�) Thre·e members· of the Committee (of-whom one shall 
be the Chairman or_ the .General · Manager) shall constitute a 

. . . quorum. � 
. (3) A member of the C9mmittee (other than the Chairman . or �e -General Manager) may, by wrffing under his hand ad-

dressed to the_ Chairman, resig� from the Committee. 
(4) A 'member .of the Committee shaU vacate his seai on �

the Committee if he ceases to be a member. o� the Authority. 
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(5) Any two members of the Cominittee may, by a minute
in writing under their signature addres�ed to the Chairman, 
require the Chairm.an to submit for the consideration and de­
cision of the Authority, any matter relating to · the business <>f 
the Authority. under this Act. 

. . 

1. 

s.17

PART B 

Th f t. f th C ·tt .Functions of · e unc ions o e omm1 ee are - . f. d committee. (a) to give advice - on any specific matter re erre 
to it by the Authority; 

(h) to direct the Data Centre on the establishment of
all its operational . work-standards; 

(c) to approve of the establishment of ·all adminis­
trative practices within 1the Data Centre;, 

(d) to approve the projects undertaken by the Data
Centre and to review their develop�ent in 
order· to ensure that the related objectives are 

- achieved; . and . ·.
(e) to review and where necessary apprpve. recom­

mendations made · to it by the General Manager
for all appointments, promotions and training 
of employees within the Data Centre. · 

· THIRD SCHEDULE 

The functions of· the Data Centre are :_: 8��r 0,'Yfata 
(a) to ·develop computer systems fQr the Public Sector-centre.

and in , particutar for- the Public· Service;
(b) to give advice, guidance 1:1nd direction io th�

Public;: Sector to ensure the efficient implemen-
tation of computer system; . · . 

(c) to charge and collect fees for the use of com-
puter facilities and the development and main-
tenance of computer systems;

\ 

(d) to operate computer equipment entrusted to . it 
as directed by the Authority; · . 

(e) to <;o-ordinate all activiti�s of the Authority; 
(f) to . provide training facilities for data processing

personnel within the Public Sector; and ' 
(g) to provide technical support_ to the Authority.

FOURTH · SCHEDULE 

1. The functions of the Tec nical and Training Advisory l'wtctlons of 
Panel are   · Technical 

. - . and Tralnine 
. Advtaory 
· Panel., 
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(1) Technical Functions

(a) to advise the Authority on all technical matters
related to data processing problems referred -to
the Authority;

(b) to liaise with data processing units in the Public
. Sector so as to encourage standardisation of
srstems where feasible; 

(c) to maintain a software inventory. for the whole
country. -and to disseminate this informatio'n to
data processing units within the Public Sector;

(d) to maintain a software library for use by the
Public SectoF; 

· . 

(e) to rationalise importation and ,local development
of software; · 

(f) to introduce and disseminate innovative applica­
tions; and

(g) to arrange. for the publication and distribution
of technical papers.

(2) Training Functions

(�) to advise the Aut}lority on training needs in field
of data processing; 

(b) to formulate training programmes to e}!sure an
adequate supply of data processing personnel;

(c) to advise the Authority on special skills requited
to support the data processing development
plans witbin the Public Sector;

(d) to advise the Authority on recruitment of both
local and overseas experts needed for specific
technical projects and training programmes; and

(e) to maintain a library of computer educational
material and to advance knowledge in computer
science by the dissemination of information by
talks, seminarS and articles.
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to .establish for the Public Sector the National Data 
Management Authority as a body corporate. Its powers include the 
development -0f computer systems and one of its functions is to advise 
the Minister on matters .relating to data processing. The Authority shall 
establish an Executive Committee having. specified functions ·and such 
other functions of the Authority as may be delegated to it by the Au­
thority. The Committee ,ghall direct the Data Centre, established by the 
Authority, on the establishment of al1 its operational work-standards. 
The Data· Centre shall co-ordinate the work of the Authority .. and develop 
computer systems for the Public Sector. In addition, the Authority shall 
estltblish a panel. of skilled persons known. as the Technical and Training 
Advisory ,Panel with technical and training functions. The services of the 
Authority may also be made available to the private sector. 

{Bill No. 9/1983) 

{ECD. 23/� Tl<l>) 

H. D. Hoyte,
Vice President 

Econolhic Planning and 
. 
Finance. 
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