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Sir, 

I h8ve the honour to subMit for the infor�etion 
of His Excellency the Governor the Annual Benort of the 
Britis h Guiana Fire Brigade and Ambulanr.e Service for the 
year ended 31st Decembe�, 1959. 

1. STRENGTH

The strength of the BriKade at the 31st December
1959 w as: 

1 Chief Fire Officer 

1 Denuty Chief Fire 0fficer 

2 Station OfficPrS 

Sub Officers 

8 Section Le aders 

27 Le ading Fir emen 

141 Firemen 

2 ClRSS II Clerks 

2 ClP ri ca 1 Assistants 

1 Barrack Labourer. 

2. STATIONS

There are three fire stations in the City of
Geo rgetown (two land stations and one river station), and 
on e in the town of 1-Jew Amsterdam. 

There is need for new stations but up to the 
present time little pro_gress has been made in this direction. 

The Hon. C hief Secretary, 
Chief Secretar y's Office, 

Public Buildings, 
Georgetown. 



3. 

-2-

APPIJ.AI!CFS 

GFORGTTCW:;_.� 

5 De;�riis ',iate r Te·r•.<ler<i of 6;')() �.z:i.m. rapacity, 
esc!1 ,,quip:)ed wit!-1 V, 2.F. rFidio_: 

2 Austin Char1ns (PirefJ.y) of' :-550 f-, i).m. 
08DACity P9Ch· 

1 Se1_-r---propelJF:d y:, ·,1 1) of 700 rr.n.1"'"\. r.epricity· 

1 l?umn of 900 ;,:.p.r-1. C8DACity; 

4 Ho.r,haway Ii,::,:ht PUJ:1.DS of p:0 f",D.l1'J. 0,<JD�city 
EHlCh; 

· 1 Fire EoAt of 2700 g.p.r.1. cP.pr;cit:r, equipped
wit h V.G.F. radio;

1 Fire Boat of 2300 g.p.n. capacity, equipped
ryit� V.H.F. rndio; 

2 Fire rioatf' of t>on g.p.n. cap8city eech; 

1 Bedfo rri Pti li ty 'J'ru ck: 

3 Eorris ComrnerciBl ::irbulancf"R, e.'."3ch e0uiooed 
wlt.h "· ?,r., r.cidio. 

1 John Kerr �Ater Tenier of 600 �.p.�. caoecity; 

1 Self--n.roDP}led pum;.) of ::500 r.;.n.r,,. cF.ip�city: 

1 ; orriR T.1tjJ.itv "rm· 

2 �--orri° C-mnf-rcial i:rrnbula-::cPs, one of wf'l�_r.h 
is equi ppe·i wi t'1 V Ji.�. radio. 

Approv '3 :� for the m1·�c hr se of c.ne \I, 8te r ':i.'ender 
and one Ambulnnce W'!G given in l'S59. 

All vehicles end anryliances have been maintained 
in 9-;ood ordc--r by the 11vnr\cci1:l0i') s + eff des'Jite tl1e difficultiefl 
unier whir.h. they 8re recmi.red to worl.c. If the efficiency 
of t.he st,fl f'f is to he maintah.,ei. r,rd f'nll nsc 1�,.,c1e of it, 
mo re \'JO rk::i -,·:10 n "'p� c. e i c: r,,,,c=: de '1. 

�enairs we:"e e:f:'fected in eig;1tce:1 ::n::ies of 
vehic lee wh< ch were involved in ac r.i•·lenSs durino t he year. 

A tot.:-:i] of' f'ort·r-e; p: ',t hy"!r8r.i.+:-1 WB" inst.Alled 
in the hcn.si-:·-w ,�str.tef' on t.r1F outsl�irts of the Cit,,. 
This t:ov, r-1Akes the totaJ. nuMber of hydrants in the City 
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and i�� environs 1,188. 

Reg 1.-1.l::ir• rou tinF. te c-1 t; nr: of 1-3.J. l hydrants was 
carrie--3 out, and srf'ci:.:il tents of groups of �1y'1rrmts 
around indi viduRl f'5_rf: --risks WP.l'.'e r1wle. 

Ei��=it of t.hE nine 6 11 �1ne1 :np .'3C:'.1er-i,..s for t.he 
Water Str1?et area hi=nre now bi en cor1·,leted. '•1hesE. :9ipe­
lir.es he.ve sto od up sr.>tififarto:rily to te:Jt. 1he prov::.sion 
of these oipelines w�ll enacle f!rc-boatc to p�mp water 
quickly into .hi�h--rir.k l3reas ,nlonr.; the wat, r:··rcr:t. 

The .followinr,,: e17uinT"lent '.•'8� rPceivPd during 
the yep, r: 

4 WntP.r Coole:rs! 

6 - 10 1 lei--:i;:-ths cf 4'' suctiop hose� 

2 15' le"l{"th"· of 6 11 sur·tion ;1ose �

2 Hnths1·: ;ny portRble Dum1Js: 

286 i:rals. fon� c:or.1.po�:nd: 

70 Nu-Swift f0R1"1 fi:rP e:·+incru:i .C!11ers; 

12 C • '11 
• C • ext i ng u i sher s � 

64 Air Foam char�e�· 

50 Soda Aci :i chgrges; 

100 Chemical Foan char�es. 

7. HOSE

A total of 29,82: feet of hose was held by the 
Bri�ad 24,950 feft in neor�Ptown Rn1 4,8?5 feGt in 
New Ar1.stf�dam. Tl-ie hosp i8 in reascnl8b 1Y ci;ood conctition 
for fi".'e fi�htinn: puroosP.R. 

Ths Firs Brig�ie res )0n)P1 t� 9 to + al o� ��7 
call"., the annl�r?j fl of- v,hich. :1_9 ·c:;ivP..,. '. hereun·l,.,r. 

Actual F'irPs 

Late FirP C8lls 

False Alarms (i.nlicio1-.1s) 

22'2 

28 

18 

22 
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NE'W AMSTERDAM 

Actu82 Fires 

Late Fire cD J ls 

False Alarms (Good Intent) 

Fi> lse Al(' rr'.ls (Malicious) 

CAUSES 
,. •"' 

I 

Boi:i in!;r OVP.r of f p +," ' oils, PtC .

Spontaneou8 combustion 

C!:lreless bu r>n i_ :rn: of r·ibbish

Firi::: uPed FJS dj_strE",9 siP:nal 

Careless dis}JOS9l of cip.;Rrette 
ends 

Carbon 

Chil dren playing with matc hes 

Ignition of inf lornmable vapour 
or substance 

Ca:relPsP use of f'. �ires for 

. . . 

domestic FJnrl other nurposeri 

Dirty ch� rmeys 

Dom,,qtic oil stoves 

Ele ctrir.al a,:,nli an ce s 

Electric 1,l fi=ml ts 

Le a 10 ing of i nf:l_nmrn8 h le li_quins 

Oil lamps 

Malicious setting of fir_n:1

Unknown 

·Ne ld ing

Ivlo tor vehicle faults

Sparks from furRace

METHOD OF EX'.T'INGUISH ING

By ()CCU pg nt.s or other :)e !"'SODS 

usir g b ucke t.c:1 of wnter or

ex t�.nr- 1 1i :::,i, .:-- rs before the
arrival of the BrigRde 

By Fj_re Br i q-<1 rl.c using: 

( a ) HBnd appli8nces 

(b) Hosp reels

. . . 

. . .  

--� 

38 

6 

3 

8 

1 

12 

1 

86 

1 

7 

3 

15 

1 

30 

6 

76 

7 

4 

7 

12 

4 

12 

1 

174 

21 

45 
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( C ) One ,ie t fron Dumos 

( d) Two jets from Pnr.ms

( e) Th:,:-,.- e jets f rori Dllr1PS 

( f ) ?our jr ts from l)umps 

( g) Five j E "SS from pumps

(h J Six .ie ts from 1Ju:·,·p8 

39 

5 

7 

1 

1 

1 

IVJiTHODS OF C..AI J,H!G FI11F ERI0A7)1 

GEO RGETOVJ �i 

Cen tr>a 1 Fxchenr;e 

Poline Direct L�ne 

Runnini:r CRl ls 

By V.H.P. radto 

Central Fxch?.nr.:e 

Police 

Runnin.i:c C8l ls 

?riv8te Fire AL:i rr.1 

. . .

SyRtens 

833 

13 

36 

3 

5 

36 

1 

9 

1 

NUW,BI'"J:; (':F BUI L1Hl'i1S-S ·1)ES 'J'R(lYI'.:D OR sE:ncus LY 
DAiV:AG-FD BY PIRE 

GEORGETOWN 

Buildi nps Df'stroyed 

----- -·-----

1. A woorJ.en b·1 !ldinc- ne '"' surinrr l�'l' x 30' sitn.i:ited
at Atkinson Airport: ownPd hy the �over��Pnt of �I'itish 
Gui,.,nq and oceu:>i,-d � .... y Civ1l 4.viP.ti.on, ,.::w�toms anct ll"lr'igration 
Densrtr<1.ent . .s, the Tonrl::--t Bureau, K.1. ·., A1r France, E.W.I.A., " 
Esso C"mnany and Shell Company. (5.8.59 - 3.12 p.m.) 

2. A wooien buildin� with �alvan5sed roof, measu ring
approximately 1'·1' x l'>', ownPd by Amy I ark8 and c1it 1Fted 
at Cove 1m1 J0 1,11 P1Jbl 1.c Tfond, 1-�pst Co2Rt, DP.mPr 0ra. 
(17.11.59 - 9.13 e.�.) 

Buil,iings Seriousl,r Damior:Pd 

1. A woo-:len two-flat. huil'-Uncr with aluminium corru-
gatPd sheets, meAsurinr anpr>0xirni:itply 30' x ?�' Pni owned by 
Rosetta,:,Leus9 of 11 ·•--aJker '..:'f-irr�f"P., la ,:ienite"ice, ,,-,R�t Bank, 
Demerara. Part of the Rout�er v1 aJ.l of the room, r-i nortion of 
the roof, cloth:l.n9- an:i othc.r houf'ehold e�fects were seriol-lsly 
damaged. (19.2,59 - 11.20 a.n.) 
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2. A two-flat wooden b11ildino.: aP)'.)ro:ximatelv 20 1 x �0 1 

with n;:=ilv1mised roofJ_n.r.:, ownr:d by I.Ir. A.T. Gonsal,rrs and 
si tmite1 at 2 First qn� Cum·-�n:�s Str'?ct',. The upper flat 
wes cori1nl,t.1:ly burnt 0ut. (24.6.59 - 2.5.' p.n.) 

"' A one--fl:-·+ woc--<ie-" 1-)u:tl-lin ..,. ,-.�,i_t'· un'Jrote:cted 
int.c•rn.'ll col· 1r:ns Bn-i i:!-8lvn,:j80.··l r0ofj_nr, r>1ei:rnurinr.- �pproxi­
mPtely 100 1 x 80 1 r.in·1 owned by ,,,;,,,ssrs. 1."J1;1. Fo-:::-'H'ty Ltd .. 
The build.:l nQ: hou.C\E:S thF Brii:m.q 2 anu.fact1.1rin0: l°JOP1Pany. H!llf 
of t�e roof and wa 11s rr ·l abo· t 2 .511? of stork we re destroyed 
by fire. There was 8lE.10 rnodP.r"ltF 1\1:=itf':'r d9!'11�r:e. 
(26.10.59 - 2.45 p.�.) 

4. A two--fl2t woc�1en 1-iuildin· wie'l �inc roof, measuring
a 7)proxir.1ately 30 1 x 24 1 , ownc:d by :Gilly nahiP1 and situated at 
160 Alexander St reet, Kit�r. Top floor used as a iwelling 
house, bottom floor used 8? dry goods store, laundry depot 
and dwelling ho·iAe. Portio·,·: of flooring on the first floor 
was badly burnt. 1'.hc northPrn !'lcction of the 'bet-tom•:·f.ilio�r 
where a dry goods store wa" situnt,-d, was b8'.lly hurnt. A

quantity of dry goals waR deAtroyrd by fire and a qugnt ity 
of household effertP dP�R�Pd by fjrp and water (16.7.59 -
12 o 5 5 8 • I'" • )

Buildings Serirn1sly Da�a�ed 

1. A w00·1en two-f l0or huil: inR: wi th s l;i te roof,
me c:suring a ppro.xiri1ri tel y �4? 1 x 30 1 , OV'•ned b:.r t.he Government 
of 3ritish Guiane and housi�� the �ental 1oRDital, Berbice. 
The roof an:1 wallP on the -+-op floor of the caster..-.: half of 
the bu:l. ldin,.,, wp re severf'l:r d2r1!'1ged by fire. In F.1ddi tion, 
thf' r:ontE'n+.1=, ()f the 0nt� !'E' bnilrlin::,- P·1f�8rf0d 8n R�'.,11nt of 
wgter dam0rre. (?.0. 0 .5� - 1....,.54 p.n.) 

'2. A woo '·en bu:i..lriin.,- mP.RRuring 1,npr·,xi111qtely 20 1 x 8 1 

with �alvanised roofing, prop'�rty of f::r. R. r:'odette of 
Savannah Road and Alexander Street, ,>w A11° f!terdam. Severe 
:lani 0,·(' vrns do11e to the fJ_oor, roof· i:in".i '"181J s, the cont.ents 
W6 "'f' CO!"'Plr:tely ·1 g -1- no�r i:;r[ hy fire. (5.3.50 - 4.'10 D.r>1.) 

3. A srrnll one-fla t wooden buil:1inr., measuring
approximDtely l;:., 1 x 10 1 with th�tch��d roof, ownfd !)y Mr . 
.n9rry Gunraj of SiAtcrs Vills�:e, l(o·it dan-:, J.3-:::rb ct. The 
12:re ate r oar t of the roof of the build in·:· W8 G 1c A+,roy-. d by 
fire an:i the content!1 su:'.':-·ered e:z:tensivE wrter drr1rige. 
(20.4.59 - 4.�5 a.m.) 

4. A wood.en b1,lildi 11CT of thrr:e f]00rs, me8fiurine;
aP-pr0xj_)'l1RtPl,r �5 1 x 28 1 with gglv,,, i9p-1 roofing, owned by 
iVr. Rohlehr of Cohlrrr S t.reet, :' 'W Aris +-.:- -,a 9m. The walls 
and floo,..,irn;r of the fi�·�t floor ,"Pr"' "r.o·�ch<"rl. ani 8 auantity 
of groceries and hr·riw'·:�e i·urnt. (1-'"'l.8 •. ;9 - 1.lF a.�-.) 

Building Des-i-royed 

A one-flr1t woorJ.en build.i n::, P.1P89urina: anpro xim!'ltely 
22 1 x 18 1 with ri:alvBni�H:d rocfin--:, ownP.d by >ln. Yust,::,ce 
Brist ol of BrRmfie�-�1, Corent-;rw, ani situR.ted gt J'ew St "'eet, 
Cur.-iberhinrl. Villace. (16.10.5� - �.25 P,'�.) 

' 
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�)11.rino.: the yPR,..., thP follc)\'l,1 { nr- persons died as a 
resu]t of iniuriPs caused by fire: 

J osenh --=?ar.10 s of Golden Grove, 
East C.:o,,st, Demer,,,ra. 1. 8.59

Peerl� fstridrre of 14 Drysdele 
Street. 25.11.59 

Rachael McGa�rell of Stewart­
ville, West Coast, �PMerara. 27.11.59 

10. SPECIAL SID ,vlCE ,_ALLS

The Frif"P'lP. rRrrier1 O11t 72 specia: services during
the yenr, i1:1 adriition to rr-s-1ondi'1rr to fire r.alls. These 
calls gre classi�iei RS r.hArrreable 8Dj non-char�eAble: 
humanitarian services beinq no•1-rh .cirgenhle, r:m--l al:i_ other 
tyDe8 oI' spFciPl sFrv,rPs bein� chnrned 9t the apnroved 
stnn:l8rd r<Jtei=;. 

SUJ\.:J,TAT?Y OF' SPl CI'H Sf'•WICL CALLS 
A T'I'LNDE.D BY ri:'' '?; BH I;½\DE D FRJ: HG 

·195�

SalVAITinp. ve�sPlA in the 
hRrboll r '1nd Rt SE'R 25 

Standing ½y P.t ryublic enter-
tainments 14 

Humanitarian service 4 

RescuE' of persons and vesRels 
adrift at sea or in the harbour 19 

Destr�ction of cinematograph films 10 

During the yeP.r the s 1.1r1 of !D4,9L!:4.88 was collected 
from dpecial Services rrnlerPd: 

Iand Appl i.gnces 

River Applii=mres 

11. LEAVE

Revenue 

$1,20::i.95 

�.454.30 

$3,GSS.25 

DP p0s its 

� 870.33 

416.30 

)1,286.63 

C;:isuRl· A. totAl o+"' �, ')87 rh:rs c 0 flll8l lARVe
wes gr9ntPd to nersonnel, RVPr��5n� 12.4 �nys t'"'kPn pP.r n8n, 

Vacation· Forty-eight �en uro�Pedr1 on vnnetion 
li:; 0 ve, ani the totRl rn.ll11b0r 0f i8yc:; vgrntion 1°:nvp ,...,,,Anted 
was 3,585. an averio":e of 74.7 ppr 1?.') 1:lj_�a.,,�t .• 

Sick: A totRl of 2,136 d8y9 sick l�RV� was 
granted to pe "'Sonne 1, m.skinr- !C'.Jn _qverap;e numbr-,r of 11.1 days 
taken pr r ma�. 

/12 ... 
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Twenty- fr 'i. r c a "' r ·

"' of '1 i '' r, i:, l -: n <: we r c de a 1 t w j_ th 
result:n� as �nllows· 

RcDrima nds 

8uspension fron duty 

Extra fati£;ue 

Confine�0nt to �arracks 

4 

9 

1 

2 

5 

3 

Qualifyinp examinPtions for Promotion to the 
rankP of Section- leader an:J Sub Cfficer were heJd (luring 
the ypc,,r. Eight 1(-' 87inr". Firerirnn snt for prc'motlo� to the 
ra!1k of Sertion I.eAder AYd f5ve were successful. 1•·1ve 
Ser.tion Leaders s8t for nroJ110tion to thP ranl( of Sub Officer. 
Four were succe:-::sful. 

14. 

Du"inry ��P v�R n one LePctinq Fire�an sni two FirP­
men rPtired on pen�io�. In aiiition, one FirEman rPRiRnerl. 

15. TRP_;"S?F.RS

OnE' Sub OfficE r and four FirE'nen vrnre transferred
from Georgetown to the i ew Amqterdan Dnit, anJ onP Firemen 
fp·m the 1%w Amsterdarr. Fnit to Grorr.;,0 tow:1. 

1 ·3 • PR or1J() rrr ON s 

ThP followi�a nr�rnotions �er� made· 

4 Se�tio� Ien�crc, tn t�e rPnk of Su� Officer; 

10 Firer.ien to the r1-mk of if-8dinf F'ircmRn. 

17. AN'BFI ,1_ :-.-c:· CA LIS

The numbP:r of '.1!"'1bulnnre C'?l]s "ttr:n'4ed <7.llr.inD.;
the yer:r wa� 1(),565, of ,·_1

11.-i.rb 7,73':<. .�erP. E'"lP:rc.;,:r�cy rall!=!,. 
Thf' Al"Jbulimcr-,: trRVP 7_lrrl a d�r:tri"r.C of 63,651 miles. 

In Gc,orf!' town 819 rli."l·�r:-e;:ible :-irivate ar-1,�llance 
C8f'f:S w,rt· un:lertr-iken, anl 37 in 1.ew Am.stePdRr.}, deriving 
ar. income, of :�S3�). 68. 

/I(entel CDses .•• 
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With thP co-oper2tion of the Director of Education, 
dir, �tives were circulP.ti�-:'l. to nl 1 G-over 1.rwnt :=;c--iools, and 
in the csse of  denor�inational schools l,:tt;ers were- sent to 
the V8r1ous �over�inry bo�Ps r�quF:=;ttnr that fire drills at 
aJl �chools he rqrriei out mont111v. 

Durinr.i- the YP.8r 1.i.ndcr re-v:i_,c-,,,,, 239 :=;c11O0ls 1·1c1�e

insne,�t('d by the f5 re prPventio"1 8t!1::f an-1 rccommenint ions 
were �Rde in rs�n�1 t of the rnes�s o� enc-ape frn� fire. In 
most C8S<'''.:" th(; recorrimencfati.ons 1vPrf, �01""'1lir4 w�_t.h. Rf'commenia­
tions for fir•' AXt _. ng ·ish,:1'.'s 'ver? 'll<:;o nqie in l1'l'ln·- inst,g:)C'es 
and �hes� were nrovi1ei. 

Ev°C'.1,•tio:1 foXi;.:'Cises WE.rG cond-clC.tr,d at severnl 
schools and apJroximRtF,ly 18,oo·) childrc:E t.ook p8rt in thr-:sP. 
F.Xerciser;, aloni,· with hea·::tteschers ::ind assist8l1ts who 
co-operated re81ily in the pror e�:=;. 

Lectures on fir,, preven t:.on en0 the ur e and o!)e rn tion 
of f5.re extj_nguishE'r�. with i:'lemonst.rat;ion9 were Plso r.iven, 
and a 1:<:ew, interec::t 'M"C:: r.ho1•·n l:>v nll. The Prorr r0:r-imP contin'x--s 
in 196(). 

Fnrkr t½f t,er,...� n
f

' tt1,'' Pire ?revPn-':;ion ('rdinance, 
.. o.19 of 1954, � to"8l of 6,258 :!.nsuections w8s r,p,1e thronrh--
0ut the Colony; thE Qc incluied 816 full SC'ale, 1,123 special 
and �00dwill, and 4,219 routin�' qnd follow-u!) visit"l. Propos,-:d 
new buil�inITs and alterAt!ons to exf=tin� bu�ldjn�R were 
also inspected. Special ::ittentior. was P:iv�n to priv"'te 
hospitals, nurRinr ho:t11es, hotPlR, ruest ·hous•-�, boardin� 
and lodr::nR" house"", 2rd �he r'i-' R-::>0n"8 r.-ene-r::,,lly to recn:"1:t11enda­
tio�s submitt�d w�s ½•P�te�inp. 

Lectnr-s"l Rn-'l drills in t1tr; ,l,,f: '"'nd coE::r,;ti_or, of 
fire equinmeY't, i:ind rncPs,1.rc·"' to be rdoptr«-3. for evAr.uEiting 
buil'lini:::::: wcrf: rl'.1rrir:d o·it on 4�� c,('r•cis-':.onc:: 11t •"·ov ,,...,nnent 
buil1!n�s (incl·idinr' ½osnl�gls), convrntq an� hotels: 8,758 
perr.ons attF:nded. LeC'tl.E'rC;r, 1·,,I:',-,;· rli-' · 1--;Pl 1 i:it b 1 i_s�_n<=:',s 
premisFc:: and 1wPllin� ho n�s OD 

1 ,43G o-r�sions Pnd thesP 
were larR"�ly Pttrn-lf d. b�r All r.onrr .-.ned. 

r,:e tal Chutes for :fos p:i.� 

In view of the nr::cd .for improving the means of 
esc8pe et hosnit.r>ls. enquirin:; wcr,➔ med,_; from.. the Crown 
Agent9 end d�t�ils �btein•d in conn0ction ryith metal chutes 
w:.1ich h8ve proved suc cr-8sful for tP .-p-c:iy PV8CU8tion of 
patien�P frnM hosnit 0 ls in the �nitel K�n�do�. A survey 
,ive-s c.g"'r:'..P'J. cut or. t11.e �nP,""i-'::c< l_s v·it11 a viF 1'1 to dr:tF--r:riining 
the Df'P.d", '1'1 rl B t;otR.J. of 3c 1ren rre +- '"JJ. C 11Ut°f:S W88 reco:r1r1end.ed 
for t½r- fnllowinrr: 

1 . Georgetown HOSDi�� 

Children 1 s ,·iarri, Surr;iral lfr.rd C3, S-a:t11Rn'r 
Vhrd srnd M3tr!�ni+y Ward. 

8. Palr.is

3, 


