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Sir,

I heve the heonour to submit for the information
of His Excellencv +the Governor the Annual Renort of the
British Guisns Fire Brigade and Ambulance Service for the
year ended 31st December, 1959.

1. STRENGTH

The strenpgth of the Brigade at the 31st December
1959 was:

1 Chief Fire Officer
1 Denuty Chief Fire (ffilcer
2 Station Cfficers
Sub Officers

8 Section lLeaders

27 Leading Firemen

141 Firemen
2 Class II Clerks
2 Clerical Assistants
1 Barrack Labourer.

Ze STATIONS
There are three fire ststlions in the City of
Georgetown (two land stations and one river station), and

one in the town of iHew Amsterdam.

There is need for new stetions but uvo to the
present time little progress has been made in this direction.

The Hon. Chief Secretary,
Chief Secretary's COffice,
Public Buildings,
Georgsetown.



The apwlisces held at the erd of the veapr were;
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Deimis viater Tenders of 600 g.n.m. cavacity,
each equipned with V.7.F. radio:

2 Austin Charms (Firefly) of 350 g.n.m.
cavnacity each-

1 Sel”-propelliaed n-m of 7C0 ~.n.m. can~city:
1 Pumn of 9720 g.p.m. canaclity;

4 Hethaway Iicht Pumns of 170 ~.pn.m. canaclty
esch;

1 Fire DBoat of 2700 g.p.rn. capscitry, equipped
with V.L.F., radio;

1 Fire Eoat of 2300 g.p.m. capacity, equippred
with V.Z.F. radio;

2 F

e

re roate of 20" g.p.r:. capscity each;
1 Redford T£ilitvy Truck:

3 liorris Commercial arbulances, each eauipned
with V.7, , radio.

WEW AMETERDAM

1 John Kerr Jiater Tender of 6070 z.p.rm. cavacity;
1 Self-vronelled pumn» of 300 g.n.r1. canrcity:

1 Austir Chamn (Tireflv) of 35" o.n.m. capacity;

[AV)

Trailer pumns of 250 g.m.m. capecity erch:
1 iorris Ttilitv Van-

[&¥e)

Q0
3

rie C'mmercial ambulances, one of which
ig equipped with V.hi.@, radic.

Avproval Tor the mnurchese of cne Water Lender
and one Ambulance wos given in 1959.

4, MATHT AN CE

All vehicles and anwliances have been maintained
in good order by the wnrlichnn s+aff degmite the difficulties
unier which they are reanired te work. If the efficiency
of the staff is to he maintaired ord 111l vaze mode of 1it,
more worksnon epace i=s neasdeAd.

Renairs were effected in eisnteen nases of
vehicles which were involved in accidents durine the year.

S HYDRANTS ARD WATER SUFELIFS

A total of fortw-eipht hyiranta wee installed
in the hensin 2ateftes on the ougslirts of the Citw.
This now makes the total number of hydrants in the City
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and 1tes environs 1,128.

Regular rcutine testinm of 211l hydrants was
carried cut, and special teats of grours of aydrents
around indiwvidual fire-risks were madle.

Eicht of the nine 8" -~ineine schemesg for the
Water Street area havse rcocw been cornleted. “hese nipe-
lirnes heve stood up satisfartorlly to tezt. The provision
of these vipelines wlll enaclie Ffirc-boate to pump water
quickly into nigh-rick arees .alcng the wat:r:roent.

6. EQUIPMEL T RECEIVED

The followinge enquinment as received during
the veesr:

4 Viater Coolers:
8 - 1N!' lencths of 4" suction hose:
2 15! lewcths of 87 surtion hoge:
2 Hathaviay portable »umms:;

286 gals. foam compound-

70 My-Swift feam fire er+tinoni chersg:s
5 tmerican Ia France weter fire extineguishers:
12 C.T.C. extingulisherse.

12 C.T.C. Preasure chareces:

64 Air Fcam charmecs-

50 Soda Acid chsrges:

10C Chemical Foar: charges.

. HQOSE

A total of 22,827 feet of hose was held by the
Bricad 24,950 feet in Meorpetowrn and 4,875 fect in
New Amsterdam. The hose 1g in reasoneb’ cood condition
for fire fichting purveses.

FIRE CALILS

I5e

The Fire Erigade resionled te 2 to*al of 337
calls, the analveisg of which is wiven hereunler.

GEORGF TV T

Actual Fires 222
Late ¥ire C21lls 28
False Alprms (Qood Intent) 18
False Alerms (l.aliczous) 22

/B il AMS THRDAL
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NEW AMSTE RDAM

Lctusl Fires 38
Iate Fire Calls 6

False Alarms (Good Intent)

Felgse Alerms (Malicious) 3
CAUSES

Boilinz over of fot-~, oils, eftc. 8
Spontaneous combustion ces 1
Careless burning of rabbish 12
"ire neced as digtress sionsl 1

Careless disposal of cigerette

ends 86
Carbon 1
Children playing with matches 7

Ignition of inflsmmable vapour
or substance 5

Careless use of fires for

domestic and other nurposes 15
Dirty chimneys 1
Domeratic 0ll stoves 30
Electrical annlisnces 6
Flectrical faults 76
Ileaineg of inflammahle 1liqui-s 7
0il lamps 4
Malicious settineg of fireas o 7
Unknown 12
e ld ing 4
liotor vehicle f{aults ces 12
Sparks from furrnace 1

METHCD OF EXTINFUISHING

Ry occcupsnfts or other Dersons

usirg bucketas of water or
extinecuish-rs before the

arrival of the Brigade 174

By Fire Ericade using:

o
[

(a) Hand apprliances

(b) Hose reels 45
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(c) Cne jet frorm vmumps 29
(d) Two jets from numps 5!
(e) Three jets fror »urmps 7
(f) Tour irts from numps 1
(g) Five jetns from vumps 1
(h) Six jets from durns 1

VETHODS CF CAITIEG FPIRE ERICAD

GECRGETCW N

Central Fxchanme 233
Police Direct Line 13
Runnineg Cslls 56
By V.H.P. radio 3
Private Fire Alap~ Systems 5

NEW AMSTERDAM

Central Fxchange cee 36
Police 1
Runrina Cslls 9
Private Fire Alarm Systers 1

HUMBFR (F BUIININGS DESTROVID OR SERICUSLY
DAEAGFD BY FIRE

GEORGE TOW N

Buildines Destroyed

1. A wooden biildine mersurine 127" x 30" gitnated
at Atkinson 4irvort: owned hy the “overnment of fritish
Guirna and occunied hy Civil Avietion, Customs and Irmmigrstion

.ﬁ\

Devertmenta, the Tourist Fureau, K.L. ., Afr Frence, E.W.I.A,,
Esso Crmnany and Shell Comvany. (5.8.59 - 3.12 p.m.)

2 A wooidlen building with galvanised roof, measuring
approximately 15' x 1°', owned by Amy !arks and situ~ted
at Cove and John Public Road, Mest Coant, Demercra.
(17.11.59 - 9.13 a.m.)

Buildings Seriouslv Damsred

1. A wooden two-flat buildine with aluminium corru-
gated sheets; measurinc anproximately 30" x 25" 2nl owned bv
Rosetta=tieuss of 11 “2lker Terr-ce, Ia "enitence, "ast Bank,
Demerars. Part of the souther wall of the room, a nortion of
the roof, clothing ani oth:r household eflfects were seriously

damsged. (19.2.59 - 11.20) a.m.)



2 A two-flat wooden buildi

neg sporoximately 20" x 20!
with aalvanised roofing, owned by L
@

. A.T, Gonselvs s and
cet. The upper flat
- 2.8 n.un.)

situsted at 2 First and Cumin-s St
wes comnletely burnt cut. (24.8.5

& A one--fls* wocden hbuililin— wit" unnrctaected
internal col rns 2nd gelvacisel recofine, rmeasurine spodroxi-
mately 100' x 80" san-l owned by “essrs. YWm. Fomarty Ltd..
The building houses the Brisna :anufacturine Jompany. Hslf
of the rocf and walls orl abo t 257 of stock were destroyed
by fire. There was a2lac moderate water damece.

(26.10.59 - 2.45 p.m.)

4. A twe-flet wocien Huildin: with =zince roof, measuring
anproximately 30" x 24', owncd by Lilly Reshim and situated st
160 Alexander Street, Kittr. Top floor used as a dwelling
house, bottom floor used ae dry gocds store, laundry depot

and dwelling house. Portio= of floering on the first floor
was badly burnt. The northern section of the bettom:fadoer
where a dry goods store wa< situat-d, was badly burnt. A
quantity of dry gools wes destroyed by fire and a quantity

of househo%d effects demamed bv fire and water (16.7.59 -
12.55 a.~.

NEW ALSTERDAM

Buildings Serionslv Damaced

1. A woolen two-flcor buil ‘ing with slate roof,
mecsuring approximntely 242' z 30', owvned bv the Government
of 3ritish fulene aad housing the kentsl Jdospital, Berbice.
The rcof anil walle on the top floor of the ecasterm half of
the buildin~ were severelv demaged hy fire. In addition,
the contents of the entire bhuilldine ¢naffered an aronnt of
water damece., (20.72.582 - 17.54 p.m.)

2. A woo "en buildin~ measuring annr-ximately 20' x 8!
with ealvanised roofing, property of lr. K. odette of

Sgvannah Road and Alexander Street, lew Avrsterdam. Severe

lamee was done to the floor, roof and wglla« the contents

4

we e combletely 1 s+roved hy fire. (5.3.59 - 4.790 n.nm.)

3. 4 small one-flat wooden buillilding, measuring
approximetely lo' x 10' with thatched roof, owned Hy Mr.
darry Gunraj of Sisters Villeme, kast dan:, Berb ce. The
ereater nart of the roof of the buildin: wss (zstroy.d by
fire ani the contents suf’ered extensive wetar demace.,
(20.4.59 - 4.25 a.m.)

4. A wooden bulldings of three floors, measuring
apvroximatelv L' x 28' with galve: ised roofing, owned by
¥r. Rohlehr of Cohura Street, ¥-w Ams+s «dam. The walls
and flooring of the firet floor vere =corched and a auantity
of groceries and herdw- e “urnt. (10.8..59 - 1.1F a.~.)

Buildine Destroved

A one-flat wooden buildinm, measurina anproximstely
22' x 18'" with ~malvanised roefin~, owned by Ii». Fusteoce
Bristol of Bramfiel:d, Corentine, anil situated st l'ew Street,

Curberlend Villece. (168.10.59 - 2.25 a,~.)



9. DEATH BV ®WIRTS

Durine the vear the following persons died as a
resvlt of infuries caused by fire:

Josenh Rarwos of Golden Grove,
Fast Co=st, Demersra. 1. 8.59

Peerle Fstridee cf 14 Dryvsdele
Street. 25.11.59

Rachael licGarrell of Stewart-
ville, West Coast, Demerara. 27.11.59

10. SPECIAL SE-VICE ALLS

The Bricede carrled ont 72 special! services during
the yesar, in addition to resmondine to fire calls. These
calls are classified as charreghle and non-chargeahle:
humanitsrian services heine no»-crarseshle, an? all other
tyves of svecial serv.ces bein~ chsreged a9t the annroved
stendard rates.

SUNIYARY QF S$PLCIAL SERVICE CALLS
ATTLNDED BY TUH BRITEDE DTRING

959.

[

Salvasing vessels in the
harbouvr and a2t ses 25

Standing hy at mublic enter-
tainments 14

Humanitarian service 4

Rescue of persons and vessels
adrift at sea or in the harbour 19

Destruction of cinemstograpn films 10

During the yeer the sum of $4,944.88 was collected
from 3pecial Services renlered:

Revenue Dencsits
Iand Appliances 41,203.95 % 870.33
River Anpliences 2,454.30 416,30
$3,658.25 $1,286.63
11. LEAVE
Casual- A total of 2,%87 Aawvs cnrgnuel leave
was granted to nersonnel, averasing 12.4 davs token Der man.

Vacation® Fortv-eight men mroeceeded on vacation
lesve, and the total number of daye vacetion l=eve ~ranted
was 3,585, an aversce of 74.7 per g2omlicart,

Sicks: A tetal of 2,136 davs =eick leave was

granted to personnel, making an 2verage number of 11l.1 days
taken per man.

/12...



12. DISCIPIII

Twenty-feur carrs of diecinl r2 werc dealt with
resualtng as nllows-

Fine« gwarded 4

Renrimsnds 9

Suspension from duty 1

Extra fatigue 2

Confinemwent o harracks )

Admonishments 3
13« PROMOTIOCH FYXAVINATICWS

Rualifying examinetions for promotion to the
ranke of Section Ieader anil Sub Cfficer were held during
the year. Eight ILeading Firemen sat for premotion to the
rank of Section laader and five were successful. ¢1ve
Sertion ieaders sat for nromction to the ranlt of Sub Officer.
Four were succezsiul.

14, RESIANATICONS 47D R TIREMENTS

Durine the wear» one Lesdineg Fireman

anl two Fire-
men retired on pen~lon. In sd4dition, one Fireman

an resigned.
1le. TRACSTERS
Cne Sub Cfficer and four Firemen were transierred
froem Georgetown to the lew Am=terdam Unit, and one Fireman
fr»m the hew Amsterdar Imit to Georg-towa.
13, PROMOTICES

The follaowine nrmotions were made:

2

1 Suh Officer to the .renk of Statlon Cfflcer;

55

Sention Ieaders tn the renk of sSub Officer;:
7 leadirg Firemen to the rank of Section lLeader:

10 Firemen to the rank of Leading Fircman.

17. AVRBRITT A0 CALTLS

The number of arbulanrce c21ls attenied Auring
the yesr wass 10,565, of whiech 7,735 were emergency ralls.
The ambulances *ravelled a diatance of 635,601 miles.

Chargeable Cgses
In Georg:r town 219 cha=ceables nHrivate arhulance

cases wore uniertelken, anidl 37 in Lew Amsterdar:, deriving
ar. income of $530.88,

ientsl Cases...
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With the co-operstion of the Director of Education,
dir:s ctives were circulested to a?l CGover wment schools, and
in the cese of denorinational schools letfters were sent to
the warious governin~ he i #a requestine that fire drills at
811 echools he rarried ocut wonthlvw.

Durines the vesr under review, 239 schocls were
insne~ted hy the fire preventic+w staff anl recommendstions
were made in reasnect of the mesrs o eccepe from fire. In
moest cas#< the recommendations were cornlicd with. Recommenla-
tions for fire ~Axt'neg ishars were nlgo made in man- instances

and these¢ were nrovided.

Evsenztion axerclses were conducted at seversl
schools and aporoximately 128,00) children fock part in these
exerclses, alons with healteachers and assistsats who
co-oversted re=adily in the procecs.

Lecturss on fir: prevention 2nd the ure and oneration
of fire extingulishere with demonstrations were 2lso given,
and a keen intereet wr= ghovn bv all. The nrorrorme continu-s
ir 1969.

Tmder the ter~s of ths FPire Preven*ion Crdinance,
.0.19 of 1954, = to*al of §,208 insmections was mrde throurh-
out the Colony: thc=e included 816 fmll scale, 1,123 special
and coodwill, and 4,219 routine and follow-up visits. Propos:d
new buxrldines and aslterstions to exi=tincs bulldinecs were
alsc inspected. Special attention wss siven fto priveote
hospitals, nursine homes, hotels, ruest hous-7, boarding
and lods 'ne house«, anl the resnonte cenerslly te recormenda-
tions submitted weg M or-teninge.

Lectures and drills in the nee ond crerastior of
fire equinmert, and messnurce to he aldont~d for ewvacusting
buildinegs were carried o1t on 472% ocrssions at “ov -rnnent
buildings (inclidirs hosnitels), conventa and hetels: 8,758
persons attended. ILectures were ale  hell af husineas
premises and {wellinc ho <or« on 7,435 o rasions snd these
were lareely ottenided by all ronce -ned.

letal Chutes for Hogspitals

In view of the need for imprcving the means of
escape 2t hosnitsls, enquiries were med:e from thoe Crown
Apentes and deta2ils cobtgin<d in connection witii metal chutes
whilch heave proved succeasful for ti: <n-edy evscuation of
patien*ts from hosnit~ls in the Unitel Kinrdom. A survey
was carried cut on the Meeni+els vith g view to deternining
the neede, amd a total of zcven metal chutes was recormended
for the ~1llowine:

1. Georgetown “oanital
Children's Yiard, Surgical #ard C3, S-aman'e
Ward and Maternity Ward.

2. Palrms
Ward 9.

5. Uew Amsterdam Hosnital.

4. Mentsgsl Heosnital, Berhice.




