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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

1961 No. 1188 
BRITISH GUIANA 

· The British Guiana (Constitution) Order in 
Council, 1961 

Laid before Parliament in Draft. 
Made 26th June, 1961 

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 26th day of Jun~, 1961 
Present, 

The Queen'1s Most Excellent Majesty in Council 
Whereas a copy of the draft of the following Order was laid before 
each House of Parliament on the fifth day of May, 1961; 

And Whereas during a period of forty days beginning with that 
day and reckoned for the purposes of section 6 of the Statutory Instru­
ments Act, 1946(a), neither -House has resolved that the darft be not 
submitted to Her Majesty: 

Now, therefore, Her Majesty, by virtue and in exercise of Her 
powers under the British Guiana Act, 1928 (b) , and of all other 
powers enabling Her iu that behalf, is pleased, by and wi.th the advice 
of Her Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, as follows:-

PART I-GENERAL 

)6~_.., 

1.-(1) This Order may be cited as the British Guiana (Constitution) Citation, 
Order in Council, 1961, and the Annex to this Order may be cited ~~r;e:,;.f" 
separately as the Constitution of British Guiana. revocation. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of sections 6 and 16 of this Order, 
the provi,sions of this Order and of the Constitution annexed to this 
Order shall, except where otherwise provided, come into force on 
such date as the Governor, acting in his di~~retion, may by proclama­
tion published in the Gazette appoint (in thi:; Order referred to as "the 
appointed date"). 

(3) The provi,sions of article 22 and Parts III and VI of the Con­
stitution shall come into force on such date! after the appointed date 
as the Governor, acting in his discretion, may by order published 
in the Gazette appoint. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of section 5, subsections (2) and (3) 
of section 9, and 1section 14 of this Order, the following Orders are 
hereby revoked-

(,a) The British Guiana (Constitution) Order in Council, 1953(c); 
(b) The British Guiana (Constitution) (Amendment) Order in 

Council, 1953(c); 
(c) The British Guiana (Emergency) Order in Council, 1953(c); 
(d) The British Guiana (Constitution) (Amendment) (No. 2) Orde1 

in Council, 1953(c); 
( e) The British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provi,sions) Order 

in Council, 1953(c); 

(a) 9 & 10 Geo. 6. c. 36 .(b) 18 & 19 Geo. 5. c. 5. 
(c) S.I. 1953/ 596, 1478, 1479, 1564. 1910 (1953 I, pp., lZ6, 160; · 
181, 16Z, 163). . 
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(f) The British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) 
(Amendment) Order in Council, 1956(a); and 

(g) The British Gu)ana (Electoral Provisions) Order in Council, 
1960(b). 

(5) The British Guiana Letters Patent, 1953(c), are hereby revoked. 
Const itution 2. The Provis'ions of the Constitution set out in the Annex to this 
c;;i!~~-ish Order ( in this Order referred to as "the Constitution") sball have the 

force of law. 

PART II-TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

First 3.-(1) T he person who, immediately before the appointed date, 
~iJe~~~un- holds the office of Governor shall, as from that date, hold the like office 
gation of as if he had been appointed thereto under article 17 of the Con-

overnor. stitution, and the Commission under Her Majesty's Sign Manual and, 
Signet by which he was appointed to the office of Governor shall, as 
from that date, have effect as if it had been granted in pursuance of 
that article. 

(2) Until other provision is made under and in accordance with the 
provisions of article 20 of the Constitution, the salary and duty allow­
ance of the Governor shall be the salary and duty allowance to which 
the Governor was entitled immediately before the appointed date. 

Expenditure 4.-(1) At any time after this section comes into operation and 
:fa'}?ifsi~!1 before the appointed date, the Governor, acting with the concurrence 
Governor. of the senior Nominated Unofficial Member of the Executive Council, 

may, by order published in the Gazette, prescribe in relation to the first 
Governor under the Constitution any matter which falls to be pre­
•scribed by an order made in pursuance of paragraph (1) of article 21 
of the Constitution. 

(2) Any matter prescribed by an order made under the preceding 
subsection shall, for the purposes of article 21 of : the Constitution, 
be deemed as from the appointed date to have been prescribed by an 
order made in pursuance of that article, and the provisions of any 
order made under the preceding subsection may be amended or revoked 
by a further order so made or by any order roadie in pursuance of 
article 21 of the Constitution. 

(3) Any person who, immediately before the appointed date, holds 
any office prescribed under subsection (1) of this section shall hold 
that office as from that date as if he had been appointed thereto under 
article 21 of the Constitution and if he is, immediately before that 
date, a public officer, shall so hold it as if he had been appointed 
thereto under paragraph ( 4) of that article . 

(4) For the purposes of this section, "the sen ior Nominated Un­
official Member of the Executive Council" means the Nominated 
Unofficial Member of the E xecutive Council who stands first in order 
of precedence among such Members by virtue of <Section 15 of the 
British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Order in Coun­
cil, 1953. 

(5) T his section shall come into force forthwith . 

(a) S.I. 1956/2030 (1956 I, p. 375) (b) S.I. 1960/2412, (c) S.I. 1953 II. p. 2779 
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5.-(1) Until the coming into force or Part 1II or the Constitution, Ct°'~inu~\\0 tt. 

the provisions of Part II of :he British Guiana (Constitution) (Tern- ~oun;~fu ;;~ 
()Orary Provbsions) Order in Council, 1953, (as amended by the British ;:~;;~~r•~f 
Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) (Amendment) Order in powers prior 
Counci l, 1956,) shall, subject to the provisions of the next following ~e;g~-ent 
subsection, continue to have effect, and accordingly the Executive 0

~ r;rt m 
Council established in pursuance of the said provisions shall continue tonstitution. 
to exist and shall be constituted and shall perform its functions 
in accordance with those provisions and any member of the Executive 
Council who ·immediately before the appointed date i,s, by virtue of 
a direction given under the said provisions, charged with responsibility 
for any subject or department shall, subject to those provisions, con-
t inue to be charged with that responsibility: 

Provided that no Nominated Unofficial Member of the Executive 
Council aforesaid ,shall vacate his seat therein on the grounds that 
he bas ceased to be a member of the Legislative Council established 
by the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Orders 
in Council, 1953 and 1956, by reason only of the fact that the said 
Legislative Council has ceased to exist. 

(2) Until the coming into force of Part III of the Constitution, 
section 16 of the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) 
Order in Council, 1953, shall have effect in relation to functions con­
ferred upon the Governor by any provision of the Constitution as it 
has effect in relation to powers conferred upon him by other laWIS, and 
for the purposes of paragraph (i) of that section any provision of the 
Constitution whereby any such function is expressed to be exercisable 
by the Governor on or in accordance with the recommendation or 
advice of, or with the concurrence of, or after consultation with, 
any person or authority other than the Premier or the Council of 
Ministers shall be construed as a provision that the Governor shall 
not be obliged to consult with the Executive Council in the exercise 
of that function. 

6.-(1) Until the Governor, with the concurrence of a Secretary of Pr
1
°1isionf 

State, declares by order published in the Gazette that this section shall ~~;1/~;af~ty 
cease to have efl:ect the Constitution shall have effect as if there were ~~Je/ubllc 
inserted-

. ( a) in paragraph (3) of article 22 a reference to sub-paragraph (c) 
of paragraph (1) of article 72. 

(b) after sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph (3) of article 33, the 
following sub-paragraph-

"(!) the maintenance of public safety and public order in 
British Guiana." 

(c) after sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph (1) of article 72, the 
following sub-paragraph-

"(c) securing or maintaining public safety or public order 
in British Guiana". 

(d) at the end of sub-paragraph (c) of the proviso to paragraph (3) 
of article 74 the words "or the maintenance of public safety or 
public Order in British Guiana". 

(2) This section shall come into force forthwith. 

3 
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~:,1"1~I~~or ot 1.- (1) Until a petsorl is appointed. under the provisions of article 
Prosecutions. 43 of the Constitution to be Director of Public Prosecutions, the func­

tions of that office shall, as from the coming into force of Part III of 
· the Constitution, be performed by the Solicitor General. 

First 
electoral 
d istricts. 

(2) Until other provision is made under and in accordance with 
paragraphs ( 4) and (5) of article 43 of the Constitution, the salary and 
allowances of the Director of Public Prosecutions shall be the salary 
and allowances which the holder of the office of a judge of the Supreme 
Court was entitled to immediately before the appointed date. 

8. Any order made under subsection (1) of section 2 of the British 
Guiana (Electoral Provisions) Order in Council, 1960, and in force 
immediately before the appointed date shall continue in force as from 
that date as if it had been made under article 54 of the Constitution. 

~~;;;,ng to 9.-(l) At any time after this section comes into force and before 
cer\a~n tdis- the appointed date; provision may be made by or in pursuance of any 
1ira ~,;~~~~~ law enacted by the Legislature established by the British Guiana 
~~Tm~!r a (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Orders in Council, 1953 and 
of the 1956, for any of the matters for which the Legislature to be established 
Legislature b h C · t· k · · b · f b h (/ ) etc • y t e onst1tu 10 11 may ma e prov1s10n y virtue o su -paragrap i 

of paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) of article 49, sub-paragraph (h) of 
paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) oE article 58, or article 81 of the 
Constitution. 

(2) If no provision i~ made in pursuance of the last foregoing sub· 
section with respect to disqualification for membership of the Senate 
on any of the grounds mentioned in paragraph (2) of article 49, 
then, until the Legislature established by the Constitution otherwise 
providies by law, the provisions oE the British Guiana (Constitution) 
(Temporary Provisions) Orders in Council, 1953 and 1956, subsisting 
immediately before the appointed date with respect to disqualification 
of a person from being elected as a member of the Legislative Council 
on account of his holding or acting in any office of emolument under 
the Crown shall apply as from the appointed date, with the necessary 
adaptations, in relation to membership of the Senate as if they had 
been made in pursuance of paragraph (2) of article 49. 

(3) The last foregoing subsection shall apply in relation to the 
Legislative Assembly as it applies in relation to the Senate and for that 
purpose shall have effect as if the references to article 49 were refer­
ences to ar ticle 58. 

(4) For the avoidance of doubts, it is hereby declared that no 
provision for the registration of electors for the purposes of elections 
to the Legislative Assembly to be established by the Constitution made 
by any law enacted in pursuance of subsection (4) of section 2 of the 
British Guiana (Electoral Provisions) Order in Council, 1960, shall 
be held to be, or to hp.ve been, inconsistent with subsection (2) or 
subsection (3) of that section if that provision would have been con­
sistent with article 55 of the Constitution if that article had been in 
fo~ce· at the time when that provision was made. 

(5) This section shall come into fotce forthwith. 

4 
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10.-{1) the first general eiecti~n of I?e':1-ber~ to the Legis.lati,ve i~~~tral 
Assembly shall be held at such time within six weekls after the election and 
appointed date as the Gov,ernor may by proclamation published in firSt session. 
the Gazette appoint. 

(2; The first session of the Senate and the Legislative As,sembly 
shall begin within three months after the appointed date. 

11. The Governor shall make and cause to be laid before the Senate ~irstd. 
and the Legislative Assembly respectively when they first meet such o~i:i'!.r;~' 
Standing Orders with respect to the matters mentioned in article 62 
of the Constitution as appear to him expedient to e nable the Senate 
and the Legislative Assembly to commence the transaction of their 
business in an orderly manner, but any such Orders may be amended 
or revoked by the chamber to which they relate. 

12.-(1) The Supreme Court in existence immediately before the supreme 
appointed date shall be the Supreme Court for the purposes of the r~':n~er8:'d 
Constitution, and the Chief Justice and other judges of the Supreme at~n of 
Court holding office immediately before the appointed date shall, Ju ge

6
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as from that date, continue to hold the like offices as if they bad been 
appointed thereto under the provision,s of Part V of the Constitution. 

(2) Until other provision is made under and in accordanc.e with the 
provisions of article 88 of the Constitution, the salaries and :i.Jlowances 
of the judges of the Supreme Court shall be the salaries and allow­
ances to which the holders of those offices were entitled immediately 
before the appointed date. 

13.-(1) Every person who, immediately before the appointed date Public 
or, as the case may be, the date appointed under subsection (3) of offic~rs t ~ 
section 1 of this Order, holds a public office shall, as from that date, ~i:1.;t~:e m 
continue· to hold the like office as if he had been appointed thereto 
in accordance with any provision of the Constitution with respect 
to the making of appointments thereto that comes into force on that 
date. 

(2) This section shall not apply to the persons who, immediately 
before the date appointed under subsection (3) of the said section l , 
hold office as members of the Public Service Commission or the Police 
Service Commission referred to in the next following section. 

14. Until the coming into force of Part VI of the Constitution, commua­
the provisions of sections 1 and 92 of the British Guiana (Constitution) ~o~liof ct 

Order in Council, 1953, Part VII (other than section 86) of the P~lic~ an 
British Guiana (Constitution) Order in Council, 1953, (as ·un~nded by ~ervic~ , 
th B · · h G · (C • ( ommts e nus u1ana onstitut10n) Temporary Provisions) Orders in slons. 
Council, 1953 and 1956) and Part VIIA of the British Guiana (Con­
stitution) Order in Council, 1953, (as inserted by the British Guiana 
(Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) (Amendment) Order in Council 
1956) shall continue to have effect, and accordinglv the Publb Servic: 
Commission a!3d the -~olice Service (?ommission established in pursu­
ance of the said prov1Sions shall contmue to exist and shall be consti­
t~ted and shall perform their functions in accordance with those provi­
s10ns: 

5 



Regulations 
relating to 
,retirement, 
etc. of 
certain 
officers 
serving 
before t he 
appointed 
date. 

Operation 
of certain 
provisions 
r elating to 
t he public 
service 
pending 
regulations 
under 
section 15. 

· Provided that the provisions of the said Part VII shall cease to 
have effect in relation to the offices of judges of the Supreme Court, 
offices to which article 91 of the Constitution applies and the office 
of the Director of Audit and to persons appointed thereto. 

15.-( 1) The Governor may, with the concurrence of a Secretary 
of State, make such provision, by regulations publishe! l in the Gazette, 
as appears to him to oe necessary or expedient for the retirement from 
the public service or from service as a judge of the Supreme Court 
of such persons or classes of persons holding office in that service 
or as a judge of the Supreme Court immediately before the appointed 
date as may be specified by or under those regulations and for the 
payment of compensation, pensions, gratuities and other like allow­
ances in such cases. 

(2) All sums payable by virtue of regulations m1dc under the pre­
ceding subsection shall be charged on and paid out of the revenues of 
British Guiana. 

(3) This section shall come into force forthwith. 

16.-(1) Until the regulations made by the Governor under the last 
foregoing section have come into force-

(a) any provision of the Constitution which requires the Governor 
to exercise any power acting on the recommendation of a Service 
Commission shall have effect as if it requires the Governor to 
exercise that power acting after consultation with that Com­
mission, and any reference in the Constitutio11 to a pow~r \'ested 
in the Governor acting on the recommendation of a Service Com­
mission or to the exercise of a power by the Governor acting on 
the recommendation of a Service Commission shall be deemed to 
be a reference to a power vested in the Governor acting after 
consultation with that Commission or to the exercise of a power 
by the Governor acting after consultation with that Commission, 
as the case may be; 

(b) article 41 of the Constitution shall have effect as if for the words 
"by the Public Service Commission" in paragraph (1) th<!reof 
there were substituted the words "to the Premier by the Governor 
acting after consultation with the Public Service Commission"' ; 

(c) article 72 of the Constitution shall have effect as if after the 
last ,sub-paragraph of paragraph (1) thereof there were inserted 
the following-

" ( d) securing or maintaining satisfactory terms and condi­
tions of service (including salary, allowances, leave, passages, 
promotion and pension) for public officers, for judges of the 
Supreme Court and for persons ho}djng offices on the personal 
staff of the Governor,"; 

(d) article 74 of the Constitution shall have effect as if-
(i) sulJ.-paragraph (d) of the proviso to paragraph (3) thereof 

were relettered as sub-paragraph (e) and after sub-paragraph 
(c) of the said proviso there were inserted the following-

6 



"( d) to effect any alteration in the salary, allowances or 
conditions of service (including leave, passages and pro­
motion) of any public officer, or in the law, regulations, or 
practices governing the payment of pensions, gratuities or 
other like benefits to any public officer or former public 
officer or his widow, child ren, dependants or personal 
representatives;"; 

(ii) after paragraph (3) thereof there were inserted the follow­
ing-
"( 4) In sub-paragraph ( d) of the proviso to the last 

foregoing paragraph, "public officer" includes a judge of 
the Supreme Court and a person holding office on the per­
sonal staff of the Governor."; 

( e) article 96 of the Constitution shall have effect as if in paragraph 
(2) thereof for the words "Before the Public Service Commission 
recommends the appointment" there were substituted the words 
"Before the Governor makes an appointment" and for the word 
"it" there were substituted the word "he"; 

(f) article 97 of the Constitution shall have effect as if in para­
graph (4) thereof for the words "referred to the Public Service 
Commission"• there were substituted the words "referred to the 
Governor" and for the words "as the Public Service Commission 
may recommend" there were substituted the words "as he may 
think fit after consultation with the Public Service Commission"; 

( g) article 102 of the Constitution shall have effect as if in para­
graph (3) thereof for the words "Before the Police Service Com­
mission recommends the appointment" there were substituted the 
words "Before the Governor makes an appointment" and for 
the word "it" there were substituted the word "he". 

(2) In this section, "a Service Commission" means the Judicial 
Service Comm~ssion, the Public Service Commission or the Police 
Service Commission, as the · case .may be. 

)// 

· 17.-(1) If provision has been made before the date . on which this ~:f:n;f 
Order is made by or under any law enacted by any Legislature estab- legislation 
l . h d f B .. h G . b f h .d d h bl. ffi conferrmg 1s e or nt1s mana e ore t e sai ate t at any pu 1c o cer powers of 
shall have power to make appointments to any public ·offices or to appom1n,cnt, 
dismiss or exercise disciplinary contr.ol over persons holding o r acting etc. 

in such offices, then, to the extent to which the offices to which that 
provision relates are offices to which article 97 of the Constitution 
applies, that power shall, as from the date on which Part VI of the 
Constitution comes into force, be deemed to have. been delegated to 
that officer by the Governor in accordance .with paragraph (1) of :-i.:ticle 
97 and accordingly the power shall be exercisable by that officer unless 
and until it is revoked by the Governor in pursuance of that paragraph. 

(2) Any provision of any law enacted as aforesaid before the date 
on which this Order is made and any instrument made under any such 
law before the said date shall, to the extent that it confers any power 
that, by virtue of the last foregoing subsection, is deemed to have 'been 
delegated in accordance with paragraph (1) of article 97 of the Con­
stitution, cease to have effect, unless it shall have been sooner repealed 
or revoked, upon the revocation of that power by the Governor in 
pur.suance of that paragraph. · 
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18. Until other provision is made under and in accordance with 
paragraphs (3) and (4) of article 111 of the Constitution, the ,salary and 
allowances of the Director of Audit shall be the salary and allowances 
to which the holder of that office was entitled immediately before the 
appointed date. 

19. Any person who, under the provision$ of this Part of this Order, 
holds any office as from the appointed date or the date appointed 
under ,subsection (3) of section 1 of this Order by virtue of having been 
the holder of any office immediately before that date shall be deemed 
to have complied with any requirement of the Constitution or any other 
law then in force in British Guiana relating to the making of oaths or 
affirmations on appointment to the first named ollice. 

20.-(1) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsections (4) and 
(5) of section 1 of this Order, all laws which are in force in Briti,sh 
Gu_iana immediately before the appointed date shall (subject to amend­
ment or repeal by the competent authority) continue in force as from 
that date, and all laws which have been made before that date but 
have not previously been brought into operation may (subject as afore­
said) be brought into force, in accordance with any provision in that 
behalf, on or after that date, but all such law~ •shall, subject to the pro­
visions of this section, be construed, in relation to any period beginning 
on or after the appointed date, with such adaptations and modifications 
as may be nece-ssary to bring them into conformity with the provisions 
of this Order and of the Constitution then having effect. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the preceding subsection, 
in any law which continues in force as from the appointed date or 
which, having been made before that date, is brought into force on or 
after that date, unless the context otherwise requires-

(a) references to the Governor in Council shall, in relation to any 
period beginning on or after the date on which P:irt III of the 
Constitut ion comes into force, ce construed as reference-s to the 
Governor; 

(b) references to the Executive Council ,shall, in relation to any such 
period as aforesaid, be construed as references to the Council of 
Ministers established by the Constitution ; 

(c) references to the Chief Secretary shall, in relation to any such 
period, be construed as references to the Minister for the time 
being charged with the responsibility for the matter in relation to 
which the references are made or, if no Minister is charged with 
the responsibility for that matter, to the Governor ; 

( d) references to the Financial Secretary shall, in relation to any such 
period, be construed as references to the Minister for the time 
being charged with the responsibility for the matter in relation 
to which the references are made ; 

( c) references to the Attorney General shall, in relation to any such 
period, be construed as references to the Director of Public Prose­
cutions if the matter in relation to which the references are made 
concerns the powers conferred on the Director of Public Prosecu­
tions by the Constitution ; 
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(f) references to the Clerk to the Executive Council shall, in relation 
to any such period, be construed as references to the Secretary to 
the Council of Ministers; 

{g) references to the Legislature or to the Legislative Council ~hall, 
in relation to any period beginning on or after the 'lppomted 
date, be construed a.s references respectively to the Legislature. 
or to the chambers thereof, established by the Constitution 

(3) (a) The Governor may, by order made at any time within a 
period of two years commencing with the coming into operation of 
this subsection and published in the Gazette, make such adaptations 
and modifications in any law which continues in force in British Guiana 
as from the appointed date, or which, having been made before that 
date, is brought into force on or after that date, as appear to him to 
be necessary or expedient by reason of anything contained in this 
Order or the Constitution. 

{b) An order made by the Governor under this subsection shall have 
effect from ,such date, not earlier than the appointee! date, as may be 
specified therein. · 

( c) this subsection shall come ir:tto force forthwith. 

PART III-MISCELLANEOUS 

) ;_3 

21. For the avoidance of doubts, it is hereby declared that- Application 
of Erner-

( a) the Emergency ~owers O~d_er in <;ouncil, l 939(a) ,. applies, and f,~I;;%~s 
has always applied, to Bnt1sh Guiana, and Order .in 

Counc1!, 
(b) any Order in Council amending that Order applies, and, save as 1939_ 

otherwise expressly provided, has always applied, to British Gui-
ana. 

22. Her Majesty hereby reserves to Herself power, with the :idvice Powers 

of Her Privy Council, to revoke, add to, suspend or amend this Order ~~s~~;d 
and to make laws for the peace, order and good government of British Majesty. 
Guiana. · 

23. The provisions of article 115 of the Constitution shall apply for Interpre­
the purpose of interpreting this Order as they apply for interpreting tatlon. 
the Constitution. 

(a) See S.I. 1952 I at p. 621 
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ANNEX TO THE BRITISH GUIANA (CONSTITUTION) 
ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1961. 

THE CONSTITUTION OF BRITISH GUIANA 

PART I-FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

1.-(I) No person shall be deprived intentionally of his life save in 
execution of the sentence of a court in respect of a criminal offence of 
which he has been convicted. 

(2) Without prejudice to any liability for a contravention of any 
other law with respect to the use of force in such cases ais are herein­
after mentioned, a person shall not be regarded as having been ,leprived 
of h is life in contravention of this article if he dies as the result of the 
use of force to ,such extent as is reasonably justifiable in the circum­
stances of the case-

( a) for the defence of any person from violence or for the defence 
of property ; 

(b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent the escape of a 
person lawfully detained ; 

( c) for the purpose of suppressing a riot, insurrection or mutiny; or 
(d) in order to prevent the commission by that person of a criminal 

offence, 
or if he dies as a result of a lawful act of war. 

2 .-(1) No person shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or 
degrading punishment or other treatment. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law 
shall be held to be inc,;msistent with or in contravention of this article 
to the extent that the law in quest ion authorises the infliction of any 
punishment or the administration of any treatment that was lawful in 
British Guiana immediately before the date when this Constitution 
comes into force. 

3.-(1) No pe.rson shall be held in slavery or servitude. 
(2) No person ,shall be required to perform forced labour. 
(3) For the purposes of this article, "forced labour" does not 

include-
( a) any labour required in consequence of the sentence or order of a 

court; 
(b) any labour required of a member of a defence force in pursuance 

of bis duties as such or, in the case of a person · who has 
conscientious objections to service as such a member, any Jabour 
which that person is required by law to perform in place 0f such 
service; or 

( c) labour required of any person while he is lawfully detained 
which, though not required in consequence of the sentence or 
order of a court, is reasonably necessary in the interests of hygiene 
or for the maintenance of the place in which he is detained. 

4.- (1) No person shall be deprived of his personal liberty save as 
may be authorised by Jaw in any of the following cases-

( a) in execution of the sentence or order of a court in respect of a 
criminal offence of which he has been convicted or in consequence 
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of his unfitness to plead to a cdm1nal charge or m execution of' 
the order of a court on the grounds of his contempt of that court 
or of another court or tribunal; 

( b) in execution of the order of a court made in order to secure the 
fulfilment of any obligation imposed upon him by law ; 

(c) for the purpose of bringing him before a court in execution of 
the order of a court; 

(d) upon reasonable suspicion of his having committed, or of being 
about to commit, a criminal offence ; 

(e) in the case of a person who has not attained the age of twenty,­
one years, for the purpose of his education or welfare ; 

(f) for the purpose of preventing the spread of an infectious or 
contagious di;sease or in the case of a person who is, or is reason­
ably suspected to be, of unsound mind, addicted to drugs or 
alcohol, or a vagrant, for the purpose of his. care or treatment 
or the protection of the community; 

( g) for the purpose of preventing the unlawful entry of that person 
into British Guiana or for the purpose of effecting the expulsion, 
extradition or other lawful removal from British Guiana of that 
person or the taking of proceedings relating thereto. 

(2 ) Any person who is arrested or detained shall be informed as 
soon as is reasonably practicable, in language which he understands, 
of the reasons for his arrest or detention. 

( 3) Any person who is arrested or detained in such a case as is 
mentioned in sub-paragraph (c) or (d) of paragraph (1) of th is article 
and who is not released shall be brought without undue delay bEfore a 
court ; and if any person arrested or detained in such a case as is 
mentioned in the said sub-paragraph (d) is not tried within a reasonable 
time he shall (without prejudice to any further proceedings that may be 
brought against him) be released either unconditionally or upon 
reasonable conditions, including in particular ,such conditions as are 
reasonably necessary to ensure that he appears at a later date for trial 
or for proceedings preliminary to trial. 

(4) Any person who is unlawfully arrested or detained by any other 
person shall be entitled to compe_nsation therefor from tha t other person. 

;IS,.,. 

5,-(1) In the determination of his civil rights and obligations a Provisions 
person shall be entitled to a fair hearing within a reasonable time by a to sec~re 

h ·b l bl. h b J d · d · h protection court or ot er tn una esta 1s ed y aw an constitute m sue of law. 
manner as to ,secure its independence and impartiality : 

· Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall invalidate any law by 
reason only that it confers on any person or authority power to deter­
mine questions arising in the administration of a law that affect or 
may affect the civil rights and obligations of any person. 

(2) Whenever any person i,s charged with a criminal offence, he 
shall unless the charge is withdrawn, be entitled to a fair hearing within 
a re;sonable time by a court established by law and constituted in wch 
a manner as to secure its independence anc:I impartiality. 

(3) All proeeedings of _e~ery_ court and J?roc_eedings for the deter­
mination of a person's c1V1l nghts or obhgations before any other 
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tribunal (including the announcement of the decision of the court or 
tribunal) shall be held in public : 

Provided that the c;ourt or other tribunal may, to such extent as 
it may consider necessary in special circumstance,s where publicity 
would prejudice the interests of justice or in interlocutory civil proceed­
ings, or to such extent as it may be empowered or required by law so to 
do in the interests of defence, public ,safety, public order, public 
morality, the welfare of persons under the age of twenty-one years or 
the protection of the private lives of persons concerned in the pro­
ceedings, exclude from its proceedings persons other than the parties 
thereto and their legal reprnsentatives. 

(4) Every person who is charged wih a criminal offence shall be 
presumed to be innocent until he is proved or has pleaded guilty: 

Provided that nothing contained in or done under the authoriy of 
any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of 
this paragraph to the extent that the law in quesion imposes upon any 
such pe!ison the burden of proving particular facts. 

(5) Every person who is charged with a criminal offence-
( a) shall be informed as soon as is reasonably practicable, in lan­

guage that he understands and in detail, of the nature of th~ 
offence charged ; 

(b) shall be given adequate time and facilities for the preparation of 
his defence ; 

( c) shall be permitted to defend himself in person or by a legal re­
presentative of ~is own choice ; 

( d) shall be afforded facilities to examine in person or by his legal 
representative the witnesses called by the prosecution before any 
court, and to obtain the attendance and carry out the examination 
of witnesses to testify on his behalf before the court on the same 
conditions as those applying to witnesses called by the prosecu­
tion; and 

(e) ,shall be permitted to have without payment the assistance of an 
interpreter if he cannot understand the language used at the trial 
of the charge. 

(6) When any person is tried for any criminal offence that person 
or any ~erson authorised by him in that behalf shall, if he so requires 
and subJect to payment of such fee a& may be prescribed by law, be 
given within a reasonable time a copy of any record of the proceedings 
made by or on behalf of the court. 

(7) No person shall be held to be guilty of a criminal offence on 
account of any act or omission that did not, at the time it took place, 
constitute such an offence, and no penalty shall be imposed for any 
criminal offence which is severer in degree or description than the 
maximum penalty which might have been imposed for that offence at 
the time when it was committed. 

(8) No pernon who shows that he has been tried by any competent 
court for a criminal offence and either convicted or acquitted shall 
again be tried for that offence or for any other criminal offence of 
which he could have been convicted at the1 trial for that offence save 
upon the order of a superior court made in the course of appeal pro­
ceedings relating to the conviction or acquittal ; and no per3on who 
shows that he has been pardoned for a criminal offence shall be tried 
for that offenct: ; 
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Provided that nothing in any law shall be held to be inconsi.stent 
with this paragraph by reason only that it authorises any court to try 
a member of a defence force for a criminal offence notwithst:mding 
any trial and conviction or acquittal of that member under service law ; 
but any court so trying such a member and convicting him shall in 
sentencing him to any punishment take into account any punishment 
1warded him under service law. 

(9) No person who is tried for a criminal offence shall be compelled 
to give evidence at the trial. 

(10) In sub-paragraphs (c) and (d) of paragraph (5) of this article 
"legal representative" means an advocate authorised to practise a,s 
such in British Guiana or, except in relation to proceedings before a 
court in which a solicitor has no right of audience, a solicitor who is so 
authorised. 

') 1 7 

6.-(1) Every pernon shall be entitled to respect for his pr:vate ;ind Protection 
family life and his home tor private 

. . · . . and family 
(2) Nothmg contamed m or done under the authority of any law life and 

shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this article home. 
to the extent that the law in question makes provision which is reason-
ably required-

( a) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, p ublic 
morality, public health or the economic well-being of th.:: com­
munity; or 

(b) for the purpose of protecting the rights and freedom of other 
persons, 

except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing done 
under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifiable in 
a democratic society 

7.-(1) Except with his consent, no person shall be hindered in Protection 

the enjoyment o~ his freedom of conscience, and for the purposes of ~i c~!:dom 
this article the said freedom includes freedom of thought and of science. 
religion, freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom, either 
alone or in community with others, and both in public or in private, 
to manifest and propagate his religion or belief in worship, teaching, 
practice and observance. 

(2) Except with his consent (or, if he is a person who has not 
attained the age of twenty-one years, the consent of his guardian ) 
no person attending any place of education shall be required to receive 
religious instruction or to take part in or attend any religious ceremony 
or observance if that instruction, ceremony or observance relates to a 
religion other than his own. 

(3) No religious community or denomination shall be prevented from 
providing religious instruction for per:Sons of that community or de­
nomination in any place of education managed or wholly maintained 
by that community or denomination. 

(4) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law 
shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this article 
to the extent that the law in question makes proviision which is reason­
ably required-

( a) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public 
morality or public health; or 
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(b) for the purpose of protecting the rights and freedoms 0£ other 
persons, including the right to observe and practise any religion 
without the unsolicited interference of members of any other 
religion, 

and except so far as that provision or, as the case may _be, the thing 
done under the autho1ity thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifi­
able in a democratic sbciety. 

8.-(1) Except with his consent, no per.son shall be hindered in tht. 
enjoyment of his freedom of expression, and for the, purposes of this 
article the said freedom includes freedom to hold opinions and to 
receive and impart ideas and information without interference, and 
freedom from interference with his correspondence. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law 
shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this article 
to the extent that the law in question make-s provision-

( a) which is reasonably required-
(i) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, publi.:; 

morality or public health ; or 
(ii) for the purpose of protecting the rights, reputations ::ind 

freedoms of other persons, preventing the di5closurc of 
information received in confidence, maintaining the authority 
and independence of the courts, or regulating telephony, 
telegraphy, posts, wireless broadcasting, television, or the 
exhibition of cinematograph films ; or 

(b) which imposes restrictions upon persons holding office under the 
Crown or upon members of a defence force or of the Police 
Force, 

and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing 
done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifi­
able in a democratic society. 

Protection 9.-(1) Except with hi-s consent, no person shall be hindered in the 
off freedobr enjoyment of his freedom of assembly and association, that is to say, 
o assem Y I . ·g1, bl f I d . . h th d . and associ- u s n t to assem e ree y an associate wit o er per.sons an 111 
ation. - - • -particular to form or belong to trade unions or other associations for 

the protection of his interests. 
(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law 

shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this urticle 
to the extent that the law in question makes provision-

( a) which is reasonably required-
(i) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public 

morality or public health; or 
(ii) for the purpose of protecting the rights and freedoms of other 

persons; or 

(b) which imposes restrictions upon persons holding office under the 
Crown or upon members of a defence force or of the Police 
Force, 

and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the thing 
done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reasonably justifi­
able in a democratic society. 
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10.-(1) Except with his consent, no person shall be hindered in the ~[0 i~~~a~m 
enjoyment of his freedom of movement, and for the purposes of this of move­
article the ,said freedom means the right to move freely throughout ment. 

British Guiana, the right to reside in any part thereof, the right to enter 
British Guiana and immunity from expulsion therefrom. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law 
shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this article 
to the extent that the law in question makes provision-

( a) which is reasonably required-
(i) in the interests of defence, public safety, public order, public 

morality, public health or town and country planning ; or 
(ii) for the purpose of protecting the rights or freedoms of other 

persons, 
and except so far as that provision or, as the case may be, the 
thing done under the authority thereof is shown not to be reason­
ably justifiable in a democratic society ; 

(b) for the removal of persons from British Guiana to be tried out­
side British Guiana for criminal offences, or to be present at the 
bearing outside British Guiana of appeal proceedings relating to 
their conviction in British Guiana of criminal offences, or to 
undergo imprisonment outside British Guiana in execution of the 
sentences or orders of courts in respect of criminal offences of 
which they have been convicted ; 

(c) for the imposition of restrictions on the movement or residence 
within British Guiana of any person who does not belong to 
British Guiana or the exclusion or expulsion from British Guiana 
of any ,such person ; or 

( d) for the protection, well-being or advancement of the Amerin-
dians of Briti,sh Guiana. 

(3) Any restriction on a person's freedom of movement which is 
involved in his lawful detention shall not be held to be inconsistent 
with or in contravention of this article. 

(4) For the purposes of this article, a per.son shall be deemed to 
belong to British Guiana if he is a British subject and-

( a) was born in British Guiana or of parents who at the time of his 
birth were ordinarily resident in British Guiana ; or 

(b) hais been ordinarily resident in British Guiana continuously for 
a peroid of seven years or more and since the completion of such 
period of residence has not been ordinarily resident continuously 
for a period of seven years or more in any other part of the 
Commonwealth ; or 

(c) has obtained the status of a British subject by reason of the 
grant by the Governor of British Guiana of a certificate of 
naturalization under the British Nationality and Status of Aliens 
Act, 1914(:l,) or the British Nationality Act, 1948(b) ; or 

(d) is the wife of a person to whom any of the foregoing sub-para­
graphs of this paragraph applies not living apart from such 
person under a decree of a court or a deed of separation ; or 

( c) is the ehild, stepchild or child adopted _in a manner recognised 
by law under the age of eighteen years of a person to whom any 
of the foregoing sub-paragraphs of this paragraph applies. 

(a) 4 & 5 Geo. 5. c 17. (b) 11 & 12 Geo. 6. c. 56. 
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°~ecgi~~ !~--(1) A p er-son ~E _a particular community, race, place of_ origin, 

crimination religion or polit1cal op1mon shall not, by reason only that he 1s such 
on grounds a person-
or race, etc. 

(a) be subjected either expressly by, or in the practical application 
of, any law or any executive or administrative action of the 
Government of British Guiana to disabilities or restrictions to 
which persons of other communities, races, places of origin, 
religions o r political opinions are not made subject ; or 

(b) be accorded either expres,5Jy by, or in the practical application 
of any law or any such executive or administrative action, any 
privilege or advantage that is not conferred on persons of other 
communities, races, places of origin, religions or political opin­
ions 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law 
shall be held to be inconsi-stent with or in contravention of this article 
to the extent that the Jaw in question makes prov1s1on-

( a) for the appropriation of revenues or other funds of British 
Guiana; 

(b) with respect to the entry into or exclusion from, or the employ­
ment, movement or residence within, British Guiana of persons 
who do not belong to British Guiana for the purposes of the 
last foregoing article ; 

(c) for the protection, well-being or advancement of the Amerin­
dians of British Guiana ; 

(d) with respect to the marriage or divorce of persons of a particular 
place of origin or religion ; 

( e) for the imposition of any restriction on the rights and freedoms 
protected by articles 6 to 10 of this Constitution, being ,such a 
restriction as is authorised by paragraph (2) of article 6, para­
graph (4) or article 7, paragraph (2) of article 8 or article 9, or 
sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph (2) of article 10, as the case 
may be; or 

(f) for imposing any di,sability or restriction or according any privi­
lege or advantage that, having regard to its nature and to special 
circumstances pertaining to the persons to whom it applies, is 
reasonably justifiable in a democratic society. 

(3) Nothing in paragraph (1) of this article -shall affect any discre­
tion relating to the institution, conduct or discontinuance of civil or 
cr-iminal proceedings in any court that is vested in any person by or 
under this Constitution or any other law. 

Protection 12.-(1) No interest in or right over property of any description 
tdrom1 ti shall be compulsorily acquired, and no ,such property shall be com-

epr va on I ·1 k . f b d h h . f of property pu son y ta en possession o , except y or un er t e aut ority o a 
:;:;:;~a- written la:¥ a~d where provision applying to that acquisition or taking 
tion. of possess10n ·~s made by such a law-

( a) requiring the prompt payment of adequate compensation ; 
(b) giving to any person claiming such compensation a right of 

access, for the determination of his interest in or right over the 
property and the amount of compen,,sation, to the Supreme Court ; 
and 

I 
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(c) giving to any party to prciceect'ings in the Supreme Court reiating 
to such a claim the same rights of appeal as are accorded gener­
ally to parties to civil proceedings in that Court sitting as a court 
of original jurisdiction. 

(2) Nothing in this article shall affect the operation of any law of 
the Legislature in force immediately before the date when this Con­
stitution comes into force, or the making after that date and operation 
of any law which amends or replaces any such law aS! aforesaid and 
does not-

(i) add to the interests, rights or property that may be acquired 
or taken possession of ; 

(ii) add to the purposes for which or circumstances in which any 
interest, right or property may be acquired or taken possession 
of; 

(iii) make the conditions governing entitlement to any compensati,m 
or the amount thereof less favourable to any person having any 
interest in or right over any property ; or 

(iv) deprive any person of any right such aJS is mentioned in sub­
paragraph (b) or sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph ( 1) of this 
article. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (5) of this article, nothing 
in this article shall be construed as affecting the making or operation 
of any law so far as it provides for the acqui6ition or taking of 
possession of property-

( a) in satisfaction of any tax, rate or due; 
(b) by way of penalty for breach of the law, whether under civil 

process or af~er conviction of a criminal offence; 
(c) as an incident of a lease, tenancy, mortgage, charge, bill of 

,sale or contract; 
(cl) of the Amerindians of British Guiana for the purpose of its 

care, protection and management; 
(e) by way of the vesting and administration of trust property, 

enemy property, or the property of persons adjudged or o therwise 
declared bankrupt, persons of unsound mind, deceased pernons, 
or bodies corporate or unincorporate in the course of being wound 
up; 

(f) in the execution of judgments or orders of courts; 
(g) by reason of its being in a dangerous state or injurious to the 

health of human beings, animals or plants; 
( h) in consequence of any provision with respect to the limitation 

of actions; or 
(i) for so long as may be necessary for the purposes of any examina­

tion, investigation, trial or inquiry or, in the case of land, the 
carrying out of work thereon for the purpose of soil conservation . 

. ( 4) Nothing in this article shall be construed as affecting tlie 
making or. operation of any law for the compulsory taking of. posses­
sion in the public interest of any property, or the compulsory acquisi­
tion in the public interest of any interest in o r right over property, 
where that property interest or right is held by a body corporate which 
is established directly by any Jaw in force in British Guiana and in 
which no moneys having been vested other than moneys provided by 
any Legislature established for British Guiana. 
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(5 ) The resumption of possesson by or on behalf of the Crown of 
any property expressed (in whatever manner) to be held by any person 
during Her Majesty's pleasure otherwise than by reason of a breach 
of any condition of defeasance subject to which such property was 
held as aforesaid shall be deemed to be a compulsory taking of 
possession of such property for the purposes of this article: 

Provided that such resumption of possession shall not be required 
to be authorised by a written law. 

Enforcement 13.-(1) If any person alleges that any of the provisions of this Part 
~e!~~da- of this Constitution ~as been, is being or is likely to be contravened 
rights in relation to him t~en, without prejudice to any other action with 

Provisions 
for time of 
w ar or 
emergency. 

respect to the same matters which is lawfully available, that person 
may apply to the Supreme Court for redress. 

(2) The Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction-
( a) to hear and determine any application made by any person in 

pursuance of the preceding paragraph; and 
(b) to determine any question arising in the case of any person 

which is referred to it in pursuance of the next following para­
graph, and may make such orders, issue such writs and give such 
directions as it may consider appropriate for the purpose of enforcing 
or securingi the enforcement of any of the provi,sions of this Part of 
this Constitution to the protection of which the person concerned is 
entitled: 

Provided that the Supreme Court shall not exercise its powers under 
this paragraph if it is satisfied that adequate means of redress are or 
have been available t9 the person concerned under any other law. 

(3) If in any proce~dings in any court established for British Guiana 
other than the Supreme Court any question arises as to the contra­
vention of any of th~ provi.sions of this Part of this Constitution· the 
court in which the question has arisen shall refer the question to the 
Supreme Court unless, in its opinion, the raising of the question is 
merely frivolous or vexatious. 

( 4) No law of the Legislature ,shall make provision with respect to 
rights of appeal from any determination o~ the Supreme Court made 
in oroceedings brought in the Supreme Court in pursuance of 1his 
article that is less favourable to any party thereto than the rights of 
appeal from determinations of the Supreme Court that are accorded 
generally to parties to civil proceedings in that Court sitting as a court 
of original jurisdiction. 

(5) No appeal shall lie from any determination under this article 
that any. application or the raising of any question is merely frivolous 
or vexat10us. 

(6) A law of the Legislature may confer upon the Supreme Court 
such additional or supplementary powers as may appear to be necessary 
or desirable for enabling the Court more effectiv,ely to exercise the 
jurisdiction conferred upon it by paragraph (2) of this article and 
may make provision with respect to the pr-actice and procedure of 
the Court while exercising that jurisdiction. 

14.-(1) This artiyle applies to any period when­

(a) Her Majesty is at war; or 
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(b) there is in force a proclamation (in this article referred to as a 
"proclamation of emergency") made by the Govem?r and pub­
lished in the Gazette declaring that a state of public emergency 
exists tt>r the purposes of this article; or . 

(c) there is in force a resolution of each chamber of the Legislature 
in favour of which there were cast the votes of not fewer than 
nine members of that chamber, in the case of a resolution of the 
Senate, and twenty-two member,s of that chamber, in the case 
of a resolution of the Legislative Assembly, declaring that 
democratic institutions in British Guiana a re threatened by sub­
version. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority of any law 
shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of paragraph 
(2) of article 3, article 4, any provision of article 5 other than para­
graph (7) thereof, or any provisions of articles 6 to 11 of this Con­
stitution to the: extent that the law in question makes in relation to 
any period to which this article applies provision, or authorises the 
doing during any such period of anything, which is reasonably justifia­
ble in the circumstances of any situation arising or existing during that 
period for the purpose of dealing with that situation. 

(3) (a) Where any proclamation of emergency has been made, copies 
thereof shall as soon as is practicable be laid before both chambers 
of the Legislature, and if by reason of adjournment or prorogation 
those chambens are not due to meet within five days the Governor 
shall by proclamation published in the Gazette, summon them to meet 
within five days and they shall accordingly meet aod sit upon the day 
appointed by the proclamation and shall continue to sit and act as 
if they had stood adjourned or prorogued to that day. 

(b) A proclamation of emergency shall, unless it is sooner revoked 
by the Governor, cease to be in force at the expiration of a period 
of fourteen days beginning on the date on which it was made or such 
longer period as may be provided under the next following sub­
paragraph, but without prejudice to the making of another proclama­
tion of emergency at or before the end of that period. 

(c) If at any time while a proclamation of emergency ~s in force 
(including any time while it is in force by virtue of the provisions 
of this sub-paragraph) a resolution is passed by each chamber of the 
Legislature approving its continuance in force for a further period, 
not exceeding three months, beginning on the date on which it would 
othP.rwise expire, the proclamation shall, if not ,sooner revoked, con­
tinue in force for that further period. 

(4) A resolution such as is referred to in sub-paragraph (c) of para­
graph (1) of this article shall, unless it is sooner revoked by a 
resolution of the chamber by which it was passed, cease to be in force 
at the expiration of two years beginning on the date on which it was 
passed or such shorter period as may be specified therein, but without 
prejudice to the passing of another resolution by that chamber in the 
manner prescribed by that sub-paragraph at or before the end of that 
period. 

'-\ ' . ~ ; _~ 

15.-(1) Where-
( a) any person is lawfully detained only by virtue of paragraph 

of article 14 of this Con,stitution; or 

Reference to 
tribunal in 

(2.) certain 
cases. 
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(b) the movements or residence within British Guaina of any person 
are lawfully restricted (otherwise than by order of a court) by 
virtue (?nly of such a provision as is referred to in sub-paragraph 
(a) of paragranh (2) of article 10 of this Constitution or only 
of paragraph (2) of article 14 of this Constitution, 

and that person so requires at any time during the period of detention 
or restriction not earlier than six months. after he last made such a 
requirement during th,,t period, his case shall be reviewed by a tribu­
nal es.tablished for the purposes of this article. 

(2) On any review by a tribunal in pursuance of the last foregoing 
paragraph of the case of any person the tribunal may make recom­
mendations. concerning the necessity or expedience of continuing the 
detention or restriction to the authority by' whom it was ordered but, 
unless it iis otherwise provided by Jaw, that authority shall not be 
obliged to act in accordance with any such recommendation. 

(3) A tribunal established for the purpo,ses of this article shall be 
so established by law and constituted in such manner as to ,secure its 
independence and impartiality and presided over by a person appointed 
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from among the persons 
authorised to practise in British Guiana as advocates or solicitors. 

16.-(1) In this Part of this Constitution, unless it is otherwise 
expressly provided or required by the context-

" contravention " in relation to any requirement includes a failure 
to comply with that requirement, and cognate expressions shall 
be construed accordingly ; 

"court" means the Supreme Court and any court (other than a 
court constituted by or under service Jaw) established by a law of the 
Legislature the mei;ubers of which hold or are acting in offices to 
which article 91 of thi,s Constitution applies, and includes the 
Federal Supreme Court of The West Indies and Her Majesty in 
Council: 
Provided that-
(a) in articles 1, 3 and 4, paragraphs (3), (5), (6) and (8) (but not 

the proviso thereto of article 5, article 10, paragraph (3) of 
article 11, and paragraph (3) of article 13 it includes, in relation 
to an offence against service law, a court constituted by or under 
service law ; and 

(b) in articles 3 and 4 it includes, in relation to such an offence, an 
officer of a defence force or of the Police Force ; 
"defence force" means any naval, military or air force raised 

under a law of the Legislature ; 
·'member", in relation to a defence force or other armed force, 

includes any person who, under the law regulating the discipline 
of that force, is subject to that discipline ; 

"service law " means a law regulating the discipline of members 
of a defence force or of the Police Force. 
(2) Any reference in articles 1, 4, 10, 11 and 12 of this Constitution 

to a criminal offence ,shall he construed as including an offence against 
service law, and any such reference in paragraphs (4) to (9) of article 5 
of this Constitution shall, in relation to proceedings before a court 
constituted by or under service law, be construed in the same manner. 
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(3) Nothing done under the authority of the law of any country other 
than British Guiana to a member of an armed force raised under that 
law and lawfully present in Brifoh Guiana shall be held to be in con­
travention of this Part of this Constitution. 

PART IL-THE GOVERNOR 

~ . s ,r 
) ..; 

17.-(1) There shall be a Governor and Commander-in-Chief in '{;~~ernor. 
and over British Guiana who shall be appointed by Her Majesty by 
Commission under Her Sign Manual and Signet and shall hold office 
during Her Majesty's pleasure. 

(2) The Governor shall have such powers and duties as are con­
ferred or imposed on him by or under this Constitution or any 
other law and such other powers as Her Majesty may from time to 
time be pleased to assign to him, and, subject to the provisions of this 
Constitution and of any law by which any such powers or duties are 
conferred or imposed, shall do and e~ecute all things that belong to 
his office (including the exerci,se of any powers with respect to which 
he is empowered by this Constitution to act in his discretion) according 
to such instructions, if any, as Her Majesty may from time to time 
see fit to give him : 

Provided that the question whether or not the Governor has in 
any matter complied with any such instructions shall not be enquired 
into in any court. 

(3) A person appointed to the office of Governor shall, before enter­
ing upon the functions of that office, make oaths or affirmations of 
allegience and for the due execution of that office in the forms set out 
in the First Schedule to this Constitution. 

18.-(1) During any period when the office of Governor is vacant or ~ding 
the Governor is absent from British Guiana or i,s for any other reason overnor. 

unable to perform the functions of his office those functions shail, 
during Her Majesty's pleasure, be assumed and performed by-

( a) such peuson as Her Majesty may appoint in that behalf 
by Commission under Her Sign Manual and Signet ; or 

(b) if there is no person in British Guiana so appointed and able 
to perform those functions, such person as Her Majesty may 
designate in that behalf by instructions given through a Secre­
tary of State. 

(2) Before assuming the functions of the office of Governor, any 
such person as aforesaid shall make the oaths or affirmations directed 
by the last foregoing article td be made by the Governor. 

(3) Any such person a.is aforesaid shall not continue to perform 
the functions of the office of Governor after the Governor or some 
other person having a prior right to perform the functions of that 
office has notified him that he is about to assume or resume those 
functions. 

(4) The Governor or any other person as aforesaid shall not, for 
the purposes of this article, be regarded as absent from British Guiana 
or as unable to perform the functions of the office of Governor-

( a) by reason that he is in passage from one part of British Guil:lna 
to another ; or 
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(b) at any time when there is a subsisting appointment of a deputy 
under the next following article. 

19,-(1) Whenever the Governor-
( a) has occasion to be absent from the seat of Government but not 

from British Guiana ; or 
(b) has occasion to be absent from British Guiana for a period 

which he has reason to believe will be of ,short duration; or 
(c) is suffering from an illness which he has reason to believe will be 

be of short duration, 
he may, acting in his d iscretion, by instrument under the Public Seal, 
appoint any person in British Guiana to be h~s deputy during such 
absence or illness and in that capacity to perform on his behalf such 
of the functions of the office of Governor as may be specified in that 
instrument. 

(2) The power and authority of the Governor shall not be abridged, 
altered or in any way affected by the appointment of a deputy under 
this article, and a deputy shall conform to and observe all instructions 
that the Governor, acting in his discretion, may from time to time 
address to him : 

Provided that the question whether or not a deputy ha~ conformed 
to and observed any such instructions shall not be enquired into by 
any court. 

(3) A person appointed as a deputy under this article shall hold 
that appointment for such period as may be specified in the instrument 
by which he is appointed, and his appointment may be revoked at any 
time by Her Majesty by instructions given through a Secretary of 
State or by the Governor acting in his discretion. 

Salary and 20.-(1) The Governor shall receive such salary and (save when 
duty allow- h th . f . h f . • h' ff' d ance of w en some o er person 1s per ormmg t e unctions 01. 1s o ice un er 
Go,t1nr g article 18 of this Constitution) such duty allowance as, subject to 
tnover~~~- paragraph (3) of this article, may be prescribed by any law of the 

Legi,slature. 

(2) During any period when any person is performing the functions 
of the office of Governor under article 18 of this Constitution that 
person shaH receive a salary calculated at the rate of nineteen­
twentieths of the salary of the Governor and such duty allowance as 
would otherwise be payable to the Governor and sha11 not be entitled 
to receive during that period any ,salary in respect of any other office 
payable out of the revenues of British Guiana. 

(3) The salary, duty allowance and other conditions of service of 
the Governor or any other person performing the functions of the 
office of Governor under article 18 of this Constitution shall not be 
altered to his disadvantage during his continuance in the office of 
Governor or while he continues to perform the functions of that office, 
as the case may be, and the said salary and duty allowance shall be 
charged on and paid out of the revenues of British Guiana. 

22 

-



))7 

1i. -(i) The Governor acting with the concui'tertce of the Premier ¥~~~!',~~r 
may, from time to time, by order published in the Gazette, prescribe and other 
the offices that are to constitute the personal staff of the Governor, !~n~1ture. 
the ,salaries and allowances that are to be paid to the members of the 
personal staff of the Governor and the other sums that are to be paid 
in respect of the expenditure attaching to the office of Governor. 

(2) Any salaries, allowances or other sums prescribed under the pre­
ceding paragraph shall be charged on and paid out of the revenues 
of British Guiana. 

(3) The power to make appointment,s to the offices for the time 
being prescribed under paragraph (1) of this article as offices con­
stituting the personal staff of the Governor and to dismiss and to 
e~ercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such 
offices shall vest in the Governor acting in his discretion. 

( 4) Before exercising any of the powers conferred on him by the 
last foregoing paragraph in relation to any person who immediately 
before his appointment ais a member of the personal staff of the Gov­
ernor was an officer in -the public service, the Governor shall consult 
the Public Service Commission; and the powers of dismissal and disci­
plinary control so conferred shall be exercisable in relation to such 
a person only as respects his service on the personal staff of the 
Governor and not as respects his service as a public officer. 

(5) All offices prescribed under paragraph (1) of this article as 
offices that are to constitute the personal staff of the Governor shall, 
for the purposes of articles 89, 94, 99, 105, 106 and 107 of this 
Constitution, be deemed to be public offices. 

22.-(1) In the exercise of his functions the Governor shall, subject Exercise . of 
t th f 11 · h f h' · l b . . d Governors o e o owmg paragrap s o t 1s art1c e, o tam and act m accor - functions. 
ance with the advice of the Council of Ministers or of a Minister 
acting under the general authority of the Council of Ministers. 

(2) The preceding paragraph shall not apply to the exercise by the 
Governor of-

( a) any function conferred upon him by this Constitution which is 
expressed to be exercisable by him in his discretion, or on or in 
accordance with the recommendation or advice of, or with the 
con~~urrence of, or after co:1sultation with, any person or author­
ity other than the Council of Ministers; 

(b) any function conferred upon him by any other law which is 
expressed to be exercisable by him in his discretion 01 which 
he is otherwise authorised by such law to exercise without 
obtaining the advice of the Council of Ministers; and 

(c) the power with respect to which provision is made by paragraph 
(5) of article 79 of this Constitution. 

(3) Where the Governor has, in pursuance of this article, obtained 
the advice of the Council of Ministers he may act otherwise than in 
accordance with that advice if, in his judgment, it is necessary or 
expedient so to do for any of the purposes referred to in sub-paragraph 
( a) or (b) of paragraph (1) of article 72 of this Constitution: 

Provided that he shall not so act without first obtaining the ap­
proval of a Secretary of State unless, in his judgment, the urgen,;y of 
the matter requires him to act before such approval could be obtained. 
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(4) Where the doverrior 1s directed by this Constitution to exercise 
any function after consultation with any person or authority other 
than the Council of Ministers he shall not be obliged to exercise that 
function in accordance with the advice ot that person or authority. 

(5) Where the Governor is directed by this Constitutiot1 to exercise 
any function on or in accordance with the recommendation or advice 
of, or with the concurrence of, or after consultation with, any per-son 
or authority, the question whether he has so exerci,sed that function 
shall not be enquired into in ~my court. 

23. Subject to the provisions of any law for the t.ime being in 
force in British Guiana, the Governor, in Her Majesty's name ,;nd 
on Her behalf, may, under the Public Seal, make grant., and disposi­
tions of any lands or other immovable property in British Guiana 
or of any interest in such property that are vested in Her Majesty 
for the purposes of the Government of British Guiana and may exercise 
in relation to such property or interests any other powers that are 
lawfully exercisable by Her Majesty. 

24. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution and of any other 
law for the time being in force in British Guiana, the Governor, in Her 
Majesty's name and on Her Majesty's behalf, may-- · 

(a) constitute offices for British Guiana and make appointments, to 
be held during Her Majesty's pleasure, thereto and 

(b) dismiss any person so appointed or take such other disciplinary 
action in relation to him as the Governor may think fit. 

Powers of 25.-(1) The Governor, acting in accordance with the advice of the 
par don, etc. Council constituted under the next following paragraph, may, in Her 

Majesty's name and on Her Majesty's behalf-
( a) grant to any person concerned in or c:onvicted cf an offence 

against any law in force in British Guiana a pardon, either free: 
or subject to lawful conditions; 

(b) grant to any per,son a respite, either indefinite or for a specified 
period, from the execution of any sentence passed an that person 
fo r such an offence; 

(c) substitute a less severe form of punishment for that imposed by 
any ,sentence for such an offence; or 

(d) remit the whole or any part of any sentence passed for such an 
offence or any penalty or forfeiture otherwise due w Her Majesty 
on account of rnch an offence. 

(2) There shall be for British Gui-ana an Advisory Council on the 
Prerogative of Mercy which shall be constituted and shall p_erformi its 
functions in such ma1t:1e:r as Her Majesty may direct by Instructions 
under Her Sign Manual and Signet. 

Public seal. 26. The Governor shall keep and use the Public Seal for sealing all 
things whatsoever that shall pass the said Seal. 
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PART HI-THE EXECUTIVE 

27. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the ex.:!cutive !:;~~~!~e o.t 
authority of British Guiana may be exercised by the Governor, acting authority. 
on behalf of Her Majesty either directly or through officers subordi-
nate to him, but nothing in this article shall operate so as to prejudice 
the provisions of any law for the time being in force in British 
Guiana whereby functions are, or :,1<,y be, conferred on persons or 
authorities other than the Governor. 

28.-(l) There shall be a Council of Ministers in and for British ~<?u~t1 o! 
Guiana which ,shall consist of a Premier and not more than nine other misers. 
Ministers who shall be appointed in accordance with the provisions of 
the next following "rticle. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution the Council of 
Ministers shall have the general direction and control of the govern­
ment of Briti-sh Guiana and shall be collectively responsible therefor to 
the Legislature. 

29.- (1) The Governor, acting in his discretion, shall appoint as Appoint­

the Premier the member of the Legislative Assembly who appears to ~r~!t~;s. 
him to be best able to conmand the confidence of a majori ty of the 
members of the Legislative A,ssembly and who is willing to be ap-
pointed. 

(2) The Ministers other than the Premier shall be such persons as 
the Governor may, in accordance with the advice of the Premier, 
appoint: 

Provided that not less than one and not more than three of the 
Minister,s shall be persons who are members of the Senate and the 
remainder shall be persons who are members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

(3) Appointments made under tbis article shall be made by instru­
ment under the Public Seal. 

30.-(1) If a motion that the Legislative Assembly should declare Tenure of 
a Jack of confidence in the Government of British Guian~ receives in offic~ of 
the Legislative As,sembly the affirmative votes of a majority of all Mm'

sters. 
the members thereof the Governor shall, by instrument under the 
Public Seal, revoke the appointment of the Premier: 

Provided that before so revoking the Premier's appointment the 
Governor shall consult with the Premier and, if the Premier so requests, 
the Governor may dissolve the Legislature under paragraph (2) of 
article 79 of this Constitution instead of revoking the appointment. 

(2) A Minister shall vacate his office-
(a) if, for any reason other than a dissolution of the ~egislature, 

he ceases to be a member of the chamber of which he was a 
member at the date of his appointment as a Minister; 

(b) if, by virtue of paragraph (3) of article. 50 or paragraph (3) of 
article 59 of this Constitution, he is required to cease to perfonn 
any of his functions as a member of the Senate or a member of 
the Legislative Assembly, as the case may be; 
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(c) if be is absent from British Guiana without, in the case of the 
Premier, having given the Governor prior notice of such absence 
or, in any other ca,se, having obtained the written permission of 
the Governor, acting in accordance with the advice of the Pre­
mier. 

(3) A Minister other than the Premier shall also vacate his office­
(aJ whenever a Premier is appointed; or 
(b) if his appointment is revoked by the Governor, acting in accord­

ance with the advice of the Premier, by instrument under the 
Public Seal. 

( 4) For the purposes of paragraph (1) of this article-

( a) a Minister shall be deemed to }:lave ceased to be a member of 
the Senate or the Legislative Assembly, as the case may be, for 
a reason other than a dissolution of the Legislature when that 
chamber first meets after any dissolution if he is not then a 
member of the chamber; and 

(b) a Minister shall not be regarded as absent from British Guiana 
during his passage from one part of British Guiana to another. 

Performance 31 -(1) If the office of Premier falls vacant while the Le01~lature of func;t,ons · . . . er-' 
of Premier is dissolved or the Prenuer 1s unable, by reason of his illness or 
~e~f;_tain absence from British Guiana, to perform the functions of his office, the 

Governor may, by instrument under the Public Seal, authorise any 
other Mini,ster who was appointed from among the members of the 
Legi,slative Assembly to perform the functions conferred on the Premier 
by this Constitution (other than the functions conferred upon him by 
paragraph (3) of this article). 

(2) The Governor may, by instrument under the Public Seal, revoke 
any authority given under this article. 

(3) The powers conferred upon the Governor by this article shall 
be exercised by him acting in his discretion if the office of Premier 
is vacant or if, in his judgment, it is impracticable to obtain the 
Premier's advice owing to his iJlness or absence, and in any other case 
shall be exercised in accordance with the advice of the Premier. 

Leave of 32. The Governor, acting in accordance with the advice of the 
~ 1~ 1~f;r/0 r Premier, may g1:a1~t leave of absence from his duties to the Premier or 

to any other M1mster. 

Responsi­
bilities. 

33.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Governor, 
acting in accordance with the advice of the Premier, may, by direotions 
in writing, charge any Minister with responsibility for any matter or 
any department of government and designate the style by which any 
Minister so charged shall be known : 

Provided· that a Mini<ster shall be charged with responsibility for 
Amerindian affairs. 

(2) Nothing in this article shall empower the Governor to confer 
on any Minister authority to exercise any power or discharge any duty 
that is conferred or imposed by this Constitution or any other law 
on the Governor or any person or authority other than that Minister. 

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of the last foregoing para­
graph, except for the purpose of submitting questions relating to such 
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matters to the Council of Ministers and conducting Government 
busi':1e~s relating to such matters in any chamber of the Legislature, 
a M1ruster shall not be charged with responsibility for defence or 
external affai r,s (other than trade relations falling within the scope of 
the aut_hority conferred by article 34 of this Constitution), responsibility 
for which shall vest in the Governor, acting in his discretion or with 
responsibility for- ' 

( a) the discharge by the courts of British Guiana of their judicial 
functions; 

(b) _the initiation, conduct and discontinuance of criminal proceed­
mgs; 

( c) the audit of the accounts of British Guiana; 
( d) the making of appointments to offices in the public service, the 

dismissal or disciplinary control of persons holding or acting in 
such offices and the grant of any benefits in pursuance of para­
graph (1) of article 107 of this Constitution; or 

( e) the n~att~rs specified in paragraph (1) jof article 25 of this 
Const1tut10n. 

(4) For tbe purposes of sub-paragraph (d) of the last foregoing 
paragraph, the office of a judge of the Supreme Court or a member of 
the personal staff of th1; Governor shall be deemed to be an office 
in the public ~ervice. 

34.-(1) Without prejudice to the powers of Her Majesty's Govern· External 
ment in the United Kingdom to regulate •the external affairs of British Trade. 
Guiana, the Government of British Guiana shall have authority to 
conduct trade relations between British Guiana and other countries. 

(2) The scope of the authority that is vested in the Government of 
Britiish Guiana by the preceding paragraph shall be such as may be 
defined by, and shall be exercised in accordance with, thel terms of 
such communications as may from time to time be made to the 
Government of British Guiana by Her Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom, and every such communication shall be published 
in the Gazette. 

35. The Premier and every other Minister ,shall, before entering oaths. 
upon the duties of his office, make before the Governor an oath or 
affirmation of allegiance and an oath or affirmation for the due execu-
tion of his office in the forms set out in the First Schedule to this 
Constitution. 

36. The Council of Ministers shall not be summoned except by. the Summoning 
I · f J p · of Council aut 10nty o t 1e rem1er. of Ministers. 

37,_:._(1) The Premier shall, so far as is practicable, attend and Proceedings 
Preside at all meetings of the Council of Ministers and in his absence Inf Mc<?unctn 

"d h p . h 1 . 0 In!S ers. such other Minister shall pres1 e as t e remrer s a I appomt. . 

(2) No business shall be transacted at any meeting of ,the Council 
if objection is taken by any member present that there are less than 
a majority of all of the members present at the meeting. 
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(3) Subject to the last foregoing paragraph, the Council shall not 

be disqualified for the transaction of business by reason of any vacancy 
in the membership of the Council (including any vacancy not filled 
when the Council is first constitute~ or is reconstitu ted at any time) 
and the validity of the transaction of business in the Council shall not 
be affected by reason only of the fact that some person who was not 
entitled so to do took part in those proceedings. 

Summoning 38. T he Premier may summon any public officer to a meeting of the 
ot persons C ·1 f M. . h . h . . . h b . b f h t o council ounc1 o 1msters w enever, 10 1,s op101on, t e usmess e ore t e 
of Ministers. Council renders the presence of that officer desirable. 

geov;:;fr to 3~.-(1) The Premier shall keep the Governor fully i1_1formed _con-
intormect cernmg the general conduct of the government of British Guiana, 
~d~~~~ng and shall furnish the Governor with such information as he may 
t ration of request with respect to any particular matter relating to the govern­
government. ment of Briti,sh Guiana. 

(2) The Secretary to the Council of Ministers shall-

I ( a) transmit to the Governor copies of all papers sub'mitt_ed for 
consideration by the Council of Ministers at the same time as 
those papers are transmitted to the members of the Council; 

Parliamen­
tary 
Secretaries. 

(b) inform the Governor of the summoning of any meeting of the 
Council and of the matters to be discussed at that meeting at 
the same time as members of the Council are so informed ; and 

(c) furnish the Governor, as soon a-s practicable after each meeting 
of the Council, with a copy of the record of the proceedings at 
that meeting s'1owing the matters discussed and the conclusions 
reached by the Council at that meeting. 

40.-(1) T he Governor, acting in accordance with the advice of the 
P remier, may, by instrument under the Public Seal, appoint Parlia­
mentary Secretaries from among the member,s of the two chambers 
of the Legislature to assist Ministers in the discharge of responsibilities 
assigned to them in pursuance of article 33 of thi,s Constitution. 

(2) The provisions of articles 30, 32 and 35 of this Constitution 
shall apply to Parliamentary Secretaries as they apply to Ministers 
other than the P remier. 

secretary to 41.-(1) There shall be a Secretary to the Council of Min~sters ·,vho 
cou!lcil of shall be appointed by the Governor, acting with the concurrence of 
Ministers. th p . fr 1. f bl" ff" . e rellller, om a 1st o pu 1c o 1cers submitted by the Public 

Service Commission. 

(2) The Secretary to the Council of Ministers shall be responsible, 
in accordance with such instructions as may be given to him by the 

1 Premier, for arranging the business for, and keeping the minutes of, 
1 the meetings of t he Council of Ministers and for conveying the deci­

sions of the Council of Ministers to the appropriate person or author­
ity, and (without prejudice to paragraph (2) of article 39 of this 

1 
Constitution) shall have such other functions as the Premier may from 

1 
time to t ime direct. 
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42,-(1) Subject to the provi,sions of this Constitution, where any P
5

ermatnent 
M . . 1 b I . ] ·b·t· f d f ecre anes 1111ster 1as een c 1arged w!l 1 respons1 1 1ty ·or a epartment o 
government he shall exercise general d irection and control over that 
deparment; and, subject as aforesaid and to such direction and control, 
the department sh a.11 be under the supervision of a public officer. 

(2) A public officer who is respomible for the supervision of any 
department of government, other than a department dealing with 
legal matters, shall be styled a Permanent Secretary. 

(3) A public officer, whether or not styled a Permanent Secretary, 
may be responsible for the supervision of more than one department 
of government. 

43.-There shall be a Director of Public Prosecutions of Briti,sh Director oi 
. . . d b h G f I t · . h Public Guiana who shall be appo111te y t e overnor, a ter consu ta 1011 wit P,osecutions. 

the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 
(2) A person shall be qualified to be appointed Director of Public 

Prosecutions if he is qualified to be appointed a judge of the Supreme 
Court and no other person shall be qualified to be so appointed. 

(3) If the office of Director of Public Prosecutions is vacant or 
the Director is for any reason unable to perfo1m the functions of his 
office, the Governor, after consultation with the Chief Justice, may 
appoint a person to perform those functions, and any person so 
appointed shall, subject to the provisions of the next following article, 
continue to perform those function6 until he is notified by the Gov­
ernor, acting in his discretion, that the circumstances giving rise to 
the appointment have ceased to exist. 

(4) There shall be charged on the revenues of British Guiana and 
paid thereout to the Director of Public Prosecutions ,such salary and 
alJowances, as subject to the next following paragraph, may be 
prescribed by any law of the Legislature. 

(5) The salary of the Director of Public Prosections, and his con­
ditions of service other than allowances shall not be altered to his 
disadvantage during his continuance in office. 

(6) ]f the person holding the office of Director of Public Prosecu­
tions also holds any other public office the provisions of this article and 
of articles 44 and 45 of th~s Constitution shall apply in relation to 
him as respects his service as Director but not as respects his service in 
such other public office. 

44.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this article, the Director of Tenure of 

Public Prosecutions sha ll vacate his office when he attains the age of ~~~t0°; 
sixty years: o, Public 

G 
. D. . . Prosecut10ns. 

Provided that the overnor may permit a 1rector to continue m 
office until he has attained such later age, not exoeeding sixty·two 
years, as may (before the Director has attained the age of sixty years) 
have been agreed between them. 

(2) Nothing done by the Director of Public: Prosecutions .shall be 
invalid by reason only that h e h as attained the age at which he is 
required by the article to vacate his office. 

(3) The Director of Public Prosecutions may be removed from office 
only for inability to discharge the functions thereof (whether arising 
from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for misbe­
haviour, and shall not be so removed except in accordance with the 
provisions of the next following paragraph. 
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(4) The Director of Public Prosecutions shall be removed from 
oflice by the Governor by instrument under the P ubli:: Seal _;f the 
question of his removal from office has been referred to :'l tnbuna.l 
appointed under the next following paragraph and the tribunal has 
recommended to the Governor that he ought to be removed from office 
for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour. 

(5) If the Governor considers that the question of removing the 
Director of Public Prosecutions from office for inability as aforesaid or 
for misbehaviour ought to be investigated then-

( a) the Governor shall appoint a tribunal, which shall consist of a 
Chairman and not fewer than two other members, selected by the 
Governor from among persons who hold or have held high judicial 
office· and 

(b) that t;ibunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts 
thereof to the Governor and recommend to the Governor whether 
the Director ought to be removed from office for inability as 
aforesaid or for misbehaviour. 

(6) The provisions of the Commis,sions of Inquiry Ordinance(a) as 
in force immediately before the date when this Constitution comes into 
force shall, subject to the provisions of this article and of the Second 
Schedule to this Consti tution, apply as nearly as may be in relation 
to tribunals appointed under the last foregoing paragraph or, as the 
context may require, to the members thereof as they apply in relation 
to Commissions or Commissioners appointed under that Ordinance, 
and for that purpose shall have effect as if they formed part of this 
Constitution. 

(7) If the question of removing the Director of Public Prosecutions 
from office has been referred to a tribunal appointed under paragraph 
(5) of this article, the Governor may suspend the Director from per­
forming the functions of his office, and any such suspension may at 
any time be revoked by the Governor and ,shall in any case cease to 
have effect if the tribunal recommends to the Governor that the Direc­
tor should not be removed from office. 

(8) The powers conferred upon the Governor by this article shall 
be exercised by him act ing in his discretion. 

P owers of 45.-(1) The Director of Public Prosecutions shall have power, in 
~:[;11~or of any case in which he considers it desirable so to do. 
Prosecutions. ( a) to institute and undertake criminal proceedings against any 

person before any civil court in British Guiana in respect of any 
offence alleged to have been committed by tha t person; 

(b) to take over and continue any criminal proceedings as aforesaid 
that have been instituted or undertaken by any other per.son or 
authority; and 

(c) to discontinue, at any stage before judgment is delivered, any 
criminal proceedings as aforesaid instituted or undertaken by 

himself or any other person or authority. 
(2) The powers of the Director of Public Prosecutions under the 

preceding paragraph may be exercised by him iu per,son or by officers 
subordinate to him acting under and in accordance with his general or 
special instructions. 

(a) 1953 Rev. Edn. Cap. 58. 

30 

.-.. 



(3) The powers conferred upon the Director of Public Prosecutions 
under sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of paragraph (1) of this article shall 
be vested in him to the exclm,ion of any other person. 

Provided that where any other person or authority has instituted 
criminal proceedings, nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the 
withdrawal of those proceedings by or at the intsance of that person or 
authority and with the leave of the court. 

( 4) For the purposes of this article, any appeal from any deterntina­
tion in any criminal proceedings before any court, or any case stated or 
question of law reserved for the purpose of any such proceedings, to 
any other court in British Guiana or to the Federal Supreme Court 
of The West Indies or to Her Majesty in Council shall be deemed to 
be part of those proceedings. 

(5) In t~e exercise of the powers conferred on him by this article 
and by al't1cle 82 of this Constitution and any other power conferred 
on him by any law of the Legislature in terms which authorise him to 
exercise that power in his individual judgment, the Director of Public 
Prosecutions shall not be subject to the direction or control of any 
other person. 

PART IV-THE LEGISLATURE 

General 

~) . ,, 
✓ ..) .,, 

46. There shall be, for British Guiana, two chambers of the Legis- Constitution 
lature which shall be styled, respectively, the Senate and the Legisla- £fegislature. 
tive Assembly. 

The Senate 

47.-(1) Subject to article 51_ of ~is Const_itut_ion, th~ Senate shall 
0
~

0 ~fn°:f!'.on 
consist of thirteen members (Ill his Constitution rel:erred to as 
"Senators") who shaU be appointed by the Governor by instrument 
under the Public Seal in accordance with this article. 

(2) Of the thirteen Senators-
( a) eight ,shall be appointed by the Governor in accordance with the 

advice of the Premier; 
(b) three shall be appointed by the Governor acting after consulta­

tion with such persons as, in his discretion, he considers can 
speak for the political points of view of groups represented in the 
Legi<slative Assembly by members constituting the minority in the 
Assembly ; and 

(c) two shall be appointed by the Governor acting in his discretion-

48. Subject to the next following article, a person shall be qualified qualifica-

to be appointed as a Senator if, and shall not be qualified to be so ;i;;~iif~ent 
appointed unless, be-· as Senator. 

(a) is a British subject of the age of twenty-one years or upwards; 
(b) has resided in British Guiana for a period of two y_ear~ imme-

diately before the date of his appointment or is domiciled and' 
resident in British Guiana at that date ; and 

(c) is able to speak and, unless incapacitated by blindness or other 
physical cause, to read the English language with a degree of 
proficiency sufficient to enable him to take an active part in the 
proceedings of the Senate. 
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Disqualifica- 49,-( I) No person shall be qualified to be appointed as a Senator 
hons tor 
appointment who-
as Senator. (a) is, by virtue o[ h~s owq act, under any acknowledgement of 

Tenure of 
office of 
Senators. 

allegiencc, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state ; 
(b) is disqualified for membership of the Senate by any law of the 

Legislature enacted in pursuance of the next following paragraph; 
(c) is a member of the Legislative Assembly; 
(d) has been adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any 

law in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been 
discharged; 

( e) is a person certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law in force in British Guiana; 

(f) is under sentence of death imposed on him; by a court in any part 
of the Commonwealth, or is serving a sentence of imprisonment 
(by whatever name called) exceeding six months imposed on him 
by such a court or substituted by competent authority for some 
other sentence impo~ed on him by such a court, or is under such 
a sentence of impliisonment the execution of which has been 
suspended; 

(g) is disqualified for membership of the Legislative Assembly by 
virtue by any law of the Legislature relating to offences connected 
with elections; or 

(h) is disqualified for membership of the Senate by any law of the 
Legislature by reason of his having any such interest in any such 
Government contract as may be prescribed by any such law. 

(2) The Legislature llilay by law provide that, subject to such excep­
tions and limitations (if any) as may be prescribed therein, a person 
shall be disqualified for membership of the Senate by virtue of-

(i) his holding or acting in any office or appointment specified 
(either individually or by reference to a class of office or appoint­
ment) by such law; 

(ii) his belonging to any of the armed forces of the Crown specified 
by ·such law or to any class of person so specified that is comprised 
in any ,such force; or 

(ii i) his belonging to any police force specified by such law or to 
any class of person so specified that is comprised in any such 
force. 

50.-( 1) Every Senator shall vacate his seat in the Senate at the 
next dissolution of the Legislature after his eppointment. 

(2) A Senator shall also vacate his seat in the Senate-
( a) if he resigns it by writing under his hand addressed to the 

President of the Senate or, if the office o[ President is vacant or the 
President is absent from British Guiana, to the Vice-President; 

(b) if he is absent from the sittings of the Senate for such period 
and in such circumstances as may be prescribed in the Standing 
Orders of the Senate; 

(c) if, with his consent, he is nominated as a candidate for election 
to the Legislative Assembly, or if he is elected to be a member 
of the Legislative Assembly; 

( d) if he ceases to be a British s11bjcct; 
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( B) subject to the prov!Slons of any law of the Legislature, if he 
acquires any such interest in any such Government contract as 
may be prescribed by any such law; 

(f) subject to the next following paragraph, if any circumstances 
arise that, if he were not a Sen3tor, would cause him to be dis­
qualified for appointment as such by virtue of sub-paragraph (a), 

(b ), ( d), ( e) , (f) or (g) of paragraph (1) of the last foregoing 
article; or 

(g) in the oase of a Senator appointed in accordance with the advice 
of the Premier, if the Governor, acting in accordance with such 
advice, revokes his appointment by instrument under the Public 
Seal. 

( 3) ( a) If circumstances such as are referred to in sub-paragraph 
(f) of the fast foregoing paragraph arise in relation to a Senator by virtue 
of the fact that he is under sentence of death or imprisonment, adjudged 
to be of unsound mind, declared bankrupt or convicted of an offence 
relating to elections and if it is open to the Senator to appeal against 
the decision ( either with the leave of a court or other authority or 
without ·such leave), he shall forthwith cease to perform his functions 
as a Senator but, subject to the next following sub-paragraph, he shall 
not vacate his seat until the expiration of a period of thirty days 
thereafter: 

Provided that the F resident of the Senate may, at the request of the 
Senator, from time to time extend that period for further periods of 
thirty days to enable the Senator to pursue an appeal against the deci­
sion, so, however, that extensions of time exceeding in the aggregate 
one hundred and fifty days shall not be given without the approval, 
signified by resolution, of the Senate. 

(b) If, on the determination of any appeal, such circums1ances con­
tinue to exist and no further appeal is open to the Senator, or if, by 
reason of the expiration of any period for entering an appeal or notice 
thereof or the refusal of leave to appeal or for any other reason, it 
ceases to be open to the Senator to appeal, he shall for thwith vacate 
his seat. 

(c) If at any time before the Senator vacates his seat such circum­
stances as aforesaid cease to exist hi,s seat shall not become vacant on 
the expiration of the period referred to in sub-paragraph (a) of this 
paragraph and he may resume the performance of his functions as a 
Senator. 

......_ ,,, . r"t,-7 

51.- (1) The Governor may, by instrument under the Public Seal, ;;,~~tndi 
declare a Senator to be, by reason of illness, temporarily incapable se~~t:r 01 

of performing his functions as a Senator and thereupon such Senator during 

h 11 f h
. "d f · ·1 h · d ] d • absence or s a not per orm 1s sa1 unctions unti e 1s ec are , m manner incapacity 

aforesaid, again to be capable of performing them. of Senator 

( 2) Whenever a Senator is incapable of performing his functions 
as a Senator by reason of his absence from British Guiana or by virtue 
of the provisions of paragraph ( 3) of the last, foregoing article or by 
reason of a declaration made under the last foregoing paragraph, the 
Governor may, by instrument under the Public Seal, appoint & person 
qualified for appointment as a Senator to be temporarily a member 
of the Senate. 
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President 
and Vice­
President. 

(3) Paragraphs (1) and (2) of the last foregoing article shall apply in 
relation to a person appointed under this article as they apply in 
relation to a Senator (except that sub-paragraph (f) of the said para­
graph (2) shall apply as if it were not expressed to be subject to the 
next following paragrapp) and an appointment made under this article 
shall in any case cease to have effect if the person appointed is notified 
by the Governor that the circumstances giving rise to the appointment 
have ceased to exist. 

(4) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon him by this article 
the Governor shall act in accordance with the advice of the Premier 
in relation to a Senator appointed in pursuance of sub-paragraph (a) 
of paragraph (2) of article 47 of this Constitution or the appointment 
of a person to be temporarily a member of the Senate by reason of 
the incapacity of such a Senator, and shall act in his discretion in any 
other case. 

52.-(1) When the Senate first meets after any general election and 
before it proceeds to the despatch of any other business, it shall elect 
a Senator to be President of the Senate; ~nd, if the office of President 
falls vacant at any time before the next dissolution of the Legislature, 
the Senate shall, as soon as practicable, elect another Senator to that 
office. 

(2) When the Senate first meets after any general election and be­
fore it proceeds to the despatch of any other business except .the elec­
tion of the President, it shall elect a Senator to be Vice-President of the 
Senate; and if the office of Vice-President falls vacant at any time 
6efore the next dissolution of the Legislature, the Senate shall, as 
soon as convenient, elect another Senator to that office. 

( 3) The Senate shall not elect a Senator who is a Minister or a 
Parliamentary Secretary to be the President or Vice-President of the 
Senate. 

(4) A person shall vacate the office of President or Vice-President of 
the Senate--

( a) If be ceases to be a Senator: 
Provided that the President shall not vacate his office by reason 

only that he has ceased to be a Senator on a dissolution of the 
Legislature until the Senate first meets after that dissolution; 

(b) if, by virtue of paragraph (3) of article 50 of this Constitution, 
he is required to cease to perform his functions as a Senator; 

(c) if he is appointed to be a Minister or a Parliamentary St:cretary; 
(d) if he announces the resignation of his office to the Sen:ate or 

if, by writing under his hand addressed, in the case of the Presi­
dent, to the Clerk of the Senate or, in the case of the Vice-Presi­
dent, to the President (or, if the office of President is vacant or 
the President i,s absent from British Guiana, to the Clerk) he 
resigns that office; or 

(e) in the case of the Vice-President, if he is elected to be President. 

34 



~)~! 
The Legislative Assembly 

53.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2) of this article, the Legislative 0~
0fe~f:l~lf:e 

Assembly shall cons~st of thirty-five members who, subject to the Assembly. 

provisions of this Constitution, shall be elected in the manner provided 
by any law of the Legislature. 

(2) If any person who is not a member of the Legislative A&sembly 
is elected to be Speaker of the Assembly he shall, by virtue of holding 
the office of Speaker, be a member of the Assembly in addition to the 
thirty-five members aforesaid. 

54. British Guiana •shall be divided, in such manner as the Governor, Electoral 
acting in his discretion, may by order published in the Gazette appoint, districts. 

into thirty-five electoral districts (by whatever name called) for the 
purpose of each returning one member to the Legislative Assembly. 

55.- (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of this article, qualif!c:i.ct 
a person ,shall be qualified to be registered as an elector for elections td~~~u~itfica­

to the Legislative Assembly in an electoral district if, and shall not ~\~~0 ;~,r 
be so qualified unless, on the qualifying date, he-

( a) is a British subject of the age of twenty-one years or upwards; 
( b) i,s resident in British Guiana and either has been so resident 

for a period of two years immediately before the qualifying date 
or is domiciled in British Guiana;and 

(c) has such connection with that electoral district by virtue of 
residence therein as may be prescribed by any law of the 

Legislature. 
(2) No person shall be qualified to be registered as an elector for 

elections to the Legislative Assembly in any electoral district who on 
the qualifying date-

( a) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any 
part of the Commonwealth, or is serving a sentence of imprison­
ment (by whatever name called) exceeding six months imposed on 
him by such a court or substituted by competent authority for 
some other sentence imposed on him by such a court, or is under 
such a sentence of imprisonment the execution of which has 
been suspended; 

( b) i•s a person certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be 
of unsound mind under any law in force in British Guiana; or 

( c) is disqualified for such registration by virtue of any law of the 
Legislature relating to offences connected with elections. 

(3) In th~s article, "qualifying date" means such date as may be 
appointed by or under any law of the Legislature as the date -with 
reference to which a register of electors for the electoral district 
concerned shall be compiled or revised. 

56.-(1) No person shall vote at an election to the Legislative voti?)g at 
Assembly in any electoral district unless he is registered as an elector elections. 

for such elections in that district, and no elector so registered shall 
at any such election vote for, or in any manner whatever indicate 
any preferences with respect to, more than one candidate. 
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Qualifica­
t ions for 
election as 
member. 

Disqualifi­
cat ions for 
election as 
member. 

(2) where at any eiection to the Legislative Assembly there are 
two or more candidates for election the candidate who has received 
the greatest number of votes shall be the person elected as a member 
of the Legislative Assembly. 

(3) Nothing in the Jast foregoing paragraph shall be construed as 
preventing any law of the Legislature from-

( a) providing for the determination by the Supreme Court that an 
election is void on any ground ; 

(b) prescribing the conditions requisite for the casting of a valid 
vote, or providirg for the striking off of votes on any ground 
in proceedings before the Supreme Court for the determination 
of the validity of an election ; or 

(c) providing for the determination by any means o[ the result of an 
election where there is an equality 1n the number of votes received' 
by two or more candidates. 

57. Subject to tl1e next following article, a person shall be qualified 
to be elected as a member of the Legislative Assembly if, and shall 
not be qualified to be so elected unless, he-

( a) is a British subject of the age of twenty-one years or upwards; 
(b) has resided in Briti,sh Guiana for a period of two years immedi­

ately before the date of his nomination for election or is domiciled 
and resident in British Guiana at that date ; and 

( c) is able to speak and, unless incapacitated by blindness or other 
physical cause, to read the English language with a degree of 
proficiency sufficient to enable him to take an active part in 
the proceedings of ilie Assembly. 

58.-(1 ) No person shall be qualified to be elected as a member 
of the Legislative Assembly who-

( a) is, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgement of 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state ; 

(b) is disqualified for membership of the Legislative Assembly by 
any law of the Legislature enacted in pursuance of the next 
following paragraph ; 

(c) has been adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any 
law in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been 
discharged ; 

(d) is a person certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
unsound mind under any law in force in British Guiana ; 

(e) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any 
part of the Commonwealth, or ~s serving a sentence of imprison­
ment (by whatever name called) exceeding six months imposed 
on him by such a court or substituted by competent auiliority 
for some other sentence imposed on him by such a court, or is 
under such a sentence of imprisonment the execution of which 
has been suspended ; 

(f) is disqualified for membership of the Legislative Assembly by 
any law of the Legislature by reason of his holding, or acting 
in, any office ilie functions of which involve-

(i) any responsibility for, or in connection WJth, ilie conduct 
of any election, or 
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(ii) any responsibility for the compilation or revision of any 
electoral register ; 

( g) is disqualified for membership of the Legislative Assembly by 
virtue of any law of the Legislature relating to offences connected 
wan elections; or 

(h) is disqualified for member.ship of the Legislativ,e Assembly by 
any law of :the Legislature by reason of his having any such 
interest in any such Government contract as may be prescribed 
by any such law. 

(2) The Legislature may by law provide that, subject to such excep­
tions and limitations (if any) as may be prescribed therein, a person 
shall be disqualified for membership of the Legis!ativ•e Assembly by 
virtue of-

(i) his holding or acting in any office or appointment specified 
(either individually or by reference to a clas,s of office or appoint­
ment) by such law ; 

(ii) bis belonging to any of the armed forces of the Crown speci­
fied by such law or to any class of person so specified that is 
comprised in any such force ; or 

(iii) his belonging to any police force specified by such law or to 
any class of person so specified that is comprised in any such 
force. 

... ,~II I 

59.- (1) Every member of the Legi,slative Assembly shall vacate his TeJ?,ure of 

seat in the Assembly at the next dissolution of the Legislature after ~~~i,i;. 
his election. 

(2) A member of the Legislative Assembly shall also vacate his seat 
in the A,ssembly-

( a) if he resigns it by writing under his hand addressed to the 
Speaker or, if the office of Speaker is vacant or the Speaker is 
absent from British Guiana, to the Deputy Speaker; 

(b) if he is absent from the sittings of the As.sembly for such period 
and in such circumstances as may be prescribed in the Standing 
Orders of the Assembly ; 

(c) if he ceases to be a British subject; 
( d) subject to the provisions of any law of :the Legislature, if he 

acquires any such interest in any such Government contract as 
11ray be psescribed by any such law; or 

(e) subject to the next following paragraph, if any circumstances 
arise that, if he were not a member of the Legislative Assembly, 
would cause hin1 to be disqualified! for election thereto by virtue 
of sub-paragraph (a) , (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) or (g) of paragraph (1) 
of the last foregoing article. 

(3) (a) If circumstances such as are referred to in sub-paragraph (e) 
of the last foregoing paragraph arise in relation to a member of ·the 
Legislative Assembly by virtue of the fact that he is under sentence 
of death or imprisonment, adjudged to · be of unsound mind, declared 
bankrupt or convicted of an offence relating to elections and if it is 
open to the member to appeal against the decision (either with the 
leave of a court or other authority or without such leave), he shall 
forthwith cease to perform his functions as a member of the Assembly 
but, subject to the next following sub-paragraph, be shall not vacate 
bis sea.ct until the expiration of a period of thirty days thereafter : 
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Prov1ded that the Speaker n1ay. at the request of the member, from 
time to time extend that period for further periods of thirty days to 
enable the member to pursue an appeal against the decision, so, how­
ever, that extensions of time exceeding in the aggregate one hundred 
and fifty days shall not be given without the approval, signified by 
resolution, of the Assembly. 

(b) If, on the determination of any appeal, such circumstances con­
tinue to exist and no further appeal is open to the member of the 
Assembly, or if, by reason of the expiration of any period for entering 
an appeal or notice thereof or the refusal of leave to appeal or for 
any other reason, it ceases to be open to the member to appeal, be 
shall forthwith vacate his seat. 

(c) If at any time before the member of the Assembly vacates his 
seat such circumstances as aforesaid cease to exist, his seat shall not 
become vacant on the expiration of the period referred to in subL 
paragraph ( a) of thi£ paragraph and he may resume the performance 
of his functions as a member of the Assembly. 

s peaker and 60.-(1) When the Legislative Assembly first meets after any gen­
~;f.:1~~r. eral election and before it proceeds to the despatch of any other busi­

ness, it shall elect a person to be the Speaker of the Assembly; and, if 
the office of Speaker falls vacant at any time before the next dissolution 
of the Legislature, the Assembly shall, as soon as practicable, elect 
another person to that office. 

(2) The Speaker may be elected either from among the members 
of the Legislative Assembly who are not Ministers or Parliamentary 
Secretaries or from among persons who are not members of the 
Assembly; 

Provided that a per.son who is not :1 member of the Assembly shall 
not be elected as Speaker if-

( a) he is not a British subject; or 
(b) he is a person d isqualified for election as a member of the 

Assembly by virtue of sub-paragraph (a), (c), (d), (c), (f) or (g) of 
1 paragraph (1) of article 58 of this Constitution. 

(3 ) (a) If a person elected-as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly is 
a member of the Senate he shall not enter on the duties of the office 
of Speaker until he has ceased to be a )llember of the Senate, 
and, if he has not ceased to be such a member at the expiration or 
seven days after the date of his election as Speaker, he shall thereupon 
vacate the office of Speaker. 

(b) If a person elected a,s Speaker of the Legislative Assembly is 
disqualified for election as a member of the Assembly by virtue of 
sub-paragraph (b) or sub-paragraph (h) of parngraph (l) of article 58 
of this Constitution he shall not enter upon the duties of the office of 
Speaker until he has ceased to be so disqualified, and, if he has not 
ceased to be so disqualified at the expiration of seven days after the date 
of his election as Speaker, he shall thereupon vacate the office of 
Speaker. 

(4) When the Legislative Assembly first meets after any general 
election and before it proceeds to the despatch of any other business 
except the election of the Speaker, the Assembly shall elect a member 
of the Assembly, who is not a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary, 
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to be Deputy Speaker of the Assembly; and if the office of Deputy 
Speaker falls vacant at any time before the next dissolution of the 
Legislature, the AGsembly shall, as soon as convenient, elect another 
such member to that office. 

(5) A person shall vacate the office of Speaker or Deputy Speaker­
( a) in the case of a Speaker elected from among the members of the 

Legislative Assembly or in the case of the Deputy Speaker -
(i) if he ceases to be a member of the Assembly : 

Provided that the Speaker shall not vacate his office by 
reason only that he has ceased to be a member of the Assem­
bly on a dissolution of the Legislature until the Assembly 
first meets after that dissolution ; 

(ii) if, by virtue of paragraph (3) of article 59 of this Constitution, 
he i-s required to cease to perform any of his functions as 
a member of the Assembly ; or 

(iii) if he is appointed to be a Minister or a Parliamentary Secre­
tary; 

(b) in the case of a Speaker elected from among persons who are 
not members of the Legislative Assembly-

(i) when the Assembly first meets after any dissolution of the 
Legislature ; 

(ii) if he ceases to be a Bri tish subject ; or 
(i ii ) if any circumstances arise that would cause him to be 

disqualified for election as a member of the A,ssembly by 
virtue of sub-paragraph (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) or (g) of 
paragraph (1) of article 58, or that, if he were such a mem­
ber, would cause him to vacate his seat by virtue of sulJl.para­
graph ( d) of paragraph (2) of article 59 of this Constitu­
tion ; 

( c) if he announces the resignation of his office to the Legislative 
h ;sembly or if by writing under his hand addressed, in the case 
of the Speaker, to the Clerk of the Assembly or, in the case of 
the Deputy Speaker, to the Speaker (or, if the office of Speaker 
is vacant or the Speaker is absent from British Guiana, to the 
Clerk) he resigns that office ; or 

(d) in the case of the Deputy Speaker, if he is elected to be Speaker 
(6) There shall be charged on the revenues of British Guiana and 

paid thereout to the Speak:er such salary and allowances as, subject 
to the next following paragraph, may be prescribed by any law of the 
Legislature. 

(7) The salary of the Speaker and his conditions of service other 
than allowances shall not be altered to his disadvantage during his 
continuance in office. 

Powers and Procedure 

--... I J ·, I ., ....-

61. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Governor Power to 
may, with the advice and consent of the Senate and the Legislative make laws. 

Assembly, make laws for the peace, order and good government of 
British Guiana. 

62. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, each chamber standing 

of the Legislature may make, amend and revoke Standing Orders for 0rders. 

the regulation and orderly conduct of its own proceedings and the 
despatch of business, and the passing, intituling and numbering of 
Bills and the presentation of the same to the Governor for assent. 
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63.-(1) No member of either chamber of the Legisla ture shall be 
permitted to take part in the proceedings of that chamber (other t han 
proceedings necessary for the purposes of this article) until he has 
made and subscribed before that chamber an oath or affirmation of 
allegiance in the fonn set out in the F irst Schedule to this Consti­
tution: 

Provided that the election of a President and Vice-President of the 
Senate or the election of a Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Legis­
lative Assembly may take place before the members of the Senate or 
the members of the Legislative Assembly, as the case may be, have 
made such oath or affirmation. 

(2) If, between the time when a person becomes a member of either 
chamber of the Legislature and the time when the chamber next sits 
thereafter, ·a meeting takes place of any committee of the chamber 
of which such person is a member, such person may, in order to 
enable him to attend the meeting and take part in the proceedings 
of the committee, make and subscribe the oath or affirmation of 
allegiance before such judge of the Supreme Court as the Governor, 
acting in his discretion, may direct ; and the making and ,subscribing 
of the oath in such manner shall suffice for all purposes of this article. 

(3) Where any person has made the oath or affirmation of allegiance 
before a judge in the manner provided in the l~st foregoing paragraph, 
the judge shall forthwith report to the chamber of which such person 
iis a member through the President or Speaker, as the case may be, 
that the person aforesaid has made and subscribed the oath of alleg­
iance before him. 

64.-(1) The President or, in his absence, the Vice-President or, if 
they are both absent, a Senator (not being a Minister or a Parlia­
mentary Secretary) elected by the Senate for that sitting shall preside 
at each ,sitting of the Senate. 

(2) The Speaker or, in his absence, the Deputy Speaker or , if they 
are both absent, a member of the Legislative Assembly (not being 
a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary) elected by the Assembly 
for that sitting shall preside at each sitting of the A9sembly. 

(3) References in this article to circumstances in which the Presi­
dent, Vice-P.I'esident, Speaker or Deputy Speaker is absent include 
references to circumstances in which the office of President, Vice-Presi­
dent, Speaker or Deputy Speaker is vacant. 

65.-(1) Save as otherwise provided in this Constitution, all ques­
tions proposed for decision in either chamber of the Legislature shall 
be determined by a majority of the votes of the members thereof 
present and voting. 

(2) The President or other member presiding in the Senate and 
the Speaker or other member presiding in the Legislative Assembly 
shall not vote unless on any question the votes are equally divided, 
in which case, except as otherwise provided in the next following 
paragraph, he shall have and exercise a casting vote. 

(3) A Speaker elected from among persons who are not members 
of the Legislative Assembly shall have neither an original nor a casting 
vote and if, upon any question before the Assembly when such a 
Speaker is presiding, the votes of the members are equally divided, 
the motion shall be lost. 
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66. A chamber of the Legislature shall not be disqualified for the Validit Y,. of , · . prcceec.mgs. 
transaction of business by reason of any vacancy in the membership 
thereof (including any vacancy not filled when the chamber is first 
constituted or is reconstituted ,at any time) , and any proceedings therein 
shall be valid notwithstanding that some person who was not entitled 
so to do sat or voted in the chamber or otherwise took part' in the 
proceedings. 

67.-(1) If at any siting of either chamber of the Legislature any Quorum. 

member of the chamber who is present draws the attention of the person 
presiding at the sitting: to the absence of a quomm and, after such 
interval as may be prescribed in the Standing Orders of the chamber, 
the person presiding at the sitting ascertains that a quorum of the 
chamber is still not present, the chamber shall be adjourned. 

(2) For the purposes of this article-
( a) a quorum of the Senate shall consist of four members of the 

Senate ; 
(b) a quorum of the Legislative Assembly shall cbnsist of twelve 

members of the Assembly ; I 
(c) the person presiding at the sitting of either chamber shall not 

be included in reckoning whether there is a quorum of that 
chamber present. 

68.-(1) Subject to the prov1s1ons of thi,s Constitution and of the Intro_ct11uctiotn 

S 
. d f ,1.. h b b f . ] h b of B1 s, e c. tandmg Or ers o Ule c am er, any mem er o e1t 1er c am er may 

introduce any Bill or propose any motion for debate in, or may present 
any petition to, that chamber, and the same shall be debated and dis-
posed of according to the Standing Orders of the chamber. 

(2) A Bill other than a Money Bill may be introduced in either 
chamber. A Money Bill shall not be introduced in the Senate. 

(3) Except on the recommendation of the Governor •signified by a 
Minister, neither chamber of the Legislature shall-

( a) proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment to a Bill) 
which, in the opinion of the person presiding, makes provision 
for any of the following purposes-
(i) for imposing or increasing any tax; 

(ii) for imposing or increasing any charge on the revenues or 
other funds of British Guiana or for altering any such charge 
otherwise than by reducing it; or 

(iii) for compounding or remitting any debt due to British 
Guiana; 

(b) proceed upon any motion (including any amendment to a 
motipn) the effect of which, in the opinion of the person pre­
siding. would be to make provision for any of the purposes afore­
said. 

69.-(1) If a Money Bill, having been passed by the Legislative Restriction 

A,ssembly and _sent to the Senate at least 01:ie month before the end~~~~';;![! as 
of the session, 1s not passed by the Senate without amendment within to Money 
one month after it is sent to that chamber, the Bill shall,. unless the Bills. 

Legislative Assembly otherwi,se resolves, be presented to the Governor 
for assent notwithstanding th.at the Senate has not agreed to the Bill, 
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(2) There shall be endorsed on every Mon_ey Bill wh~n it is ~eI:t 
to the Senate the certificate of the Speaker signed by h1!11 that 1t 1s 
a Money Bill; and there shall be endorsed on any Money Bill that is 
presented to the Governor for assent in pursuance of paragraph (1) 

1 of this article the certificate o( the Speaker signed by him that it is a 
Money Bill and that the provisions of that paragraph have been com­
plied with. 

Hestriction 70.-(1) ]f a Bill other than a Money Bill. having been passed by 
off 

5
powetrs the Legislat ive As.sembly and sent to the Senate at least one mon-th o ena e as 

to Bills before the end of the session, is not passed by the Senate (whether 
~~~~/h~us. with or without amendment) within six months after it is sent to t~at 

chamber, the Bill shall, unless the Legislative Assembly otherwise 
resolves or the Bill has lapsed by reason of a dissolution of the Legis-

1 lature, be presented to the Governor for assent notwithstanding that 
the Senate has not agreed to the Bill. 

(2) If a Bill other thani a Money Bill, having been passed by the 
' Legislative Assembly and ,sent to the Senate at least one month before 

the end of the session, is passed by the Senate within six months af.ter 
it is sent to that chamber with any amendment which is not agre.ed 

, to by the Legislative Assembly, the Assembly may resolve that the 
Bill, with such, if any, of the amendments made by the Senate as are 
agreed to by the Assembly, shall be presented to the Governor for 
assent, and thereupon the Bill shall be presented accordingly notwith­
standing that the Senate has not agreed to the Bill in that form. 

Provisions 
relating to 
articles 68, 
69 and 70. 

(3) There shall be endol'Sed on any Bill that is presented to the 
Governor for assent in pursuance of paragraph (1) of paragraph (2) 
of this article the certificate of the Speaker signed by him that the 
provisions of that paragraph have been complied with. 

71.-(1) (a) In articles 68, 69 and 70 of this Constitution, "Money 
Bill" means a Public Bill which, in the opinion of the Speaker, contains 
only provisions dealing with all or any of the following matters, that 
is to say-

(i) the imposition, repeal, remission. alteration or regulation of 
taxation; 

(ii) the imposition, for the payment of debt or other financial 
purposes, of charges on public money, or the variation or repeal 
of any such charges ; 

(iii) the grant of money to the Crown or to any authority or person, 
or the variation or revocation of any such grant ; 

(iv) the appropriation, receipt, custody, investment, issue or audit 
of accounts of public money; 

(v) the raising or guarantee of any loan or the repayment thereof, 
or the establishment, alteration, administration or abolition of 
any sinking fund provided in connection with any such loan ; or 

(vi) subordinate matters incidental to any of the matters aforesaid. 
(b) In sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph the expreS6ions "tax­

ation", "debt", "public money" and "loan", respectively, do not include 
any taxation imposed, debt incurred, money provided or loan raised 
by any local authority or body for local purposes. 

(2) Whenever the office of Speaker is vacant or the Speaker is for 
any reason unable to perform any function conferred upon him by 
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paragraph (1) of this article or by article 69 or 70 of this Constitution, 
that function may be performed by the Deputy Speaker. 

(3) Any certificate of the Speaker or Deputy Speaker given under 
article 69 or 70 of this Constitution shall be conclusive for all pur­
poses and shall not be questioned in any court. 

) ;17 

72.-(J) If the Governor considers that it is expedient for either Governor's 
· • reserved of the followmg purposes, that 1s to say- power. 

(a) defence, or 
( b) the regulation of relations between British Guiana and any other 

country or any international organisation, including the discharge 
of any obligation of Her Majesty or Her Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom towards any such country or organisa­
tion, 

that any Bill introduced, or any motion moved, in the Senate or the 
Legislative Assembly should h ave effect, then, if that chamber fails 
to pass such Bill or to carry such motion within such time and in such 
form as the Governor thinks reasonable -and expedient, the Governo1 
i;nay, at any time that he thinks fit, and notwithstanding any provisions 
of this Constitution or of any Standing Order,s of the chamber, declare 
that such Bill or motion shall have effect as if it had been passed or 
carried by that chamber either in the form in which it was so intro­
duced or moved or with such amendments as the Governor thinks fit 
that have been moved or proposed in that chamber including any com­
mittee thereof ; and the Bill or the motion ~hall be deemed thereupon 
to have been so passed or carried, and the provisions of this Constitu­
tion, ~nd i_n particular in the case of a Bill the grovisions of paragraph 
(2) of article 74, shall have effect accordingly. 

(2) The Governor shall forthwith report to a Secretary of State 
every case in which he makes any ,such declaration and the reasons 
therefor. 

(3) If any member of a chamber in respect of which a declaration 
has been made under this article objects to such declaration he may, 
within seven days of the making thereof, submit to the Governor a 
statement in writing of his reasons for so objecting, and a copy of 
such statement shall, if furnished by such member, be forwarded by 
the Governor as soon as practicable to a Secretary of State. 

(4) Any declaration made under this article other than a declaration 
relating to a Bill may be revoked by a Secretary of State ,and the 
Governor shall cause notice of such revocation to be published in 
the Gazette; and from the date of such publication any motion that 
is deemed to have been carried by virtue of the declaration shall 
cease to have effect, and the provisions of subsection (2) of section 
38 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (a), shall apply to such revocation 
as they apply to the repeal of an Act of Parliament. 

(5) The powers conferred on the Governor by this article shall be 
exercised by him acting in his discretion. 

73.-(1) If the Governor considers that it is expedient for any of Introduction 

the purposes specified in paragraph (1) of the last foregoing article gt ~~~a~~­
that any Bill or motion should be introduced or moved' in the Senate o! Governor. 

or the Legislative Assembly h e may, acting in his discretion-

(a) 52 & 53 Viet. c. 63 
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(a) send by message, in the case of the Senate to the President of 
the Senate and in the case of t11e Legislative Assembly to the 
Speaker of the Assembly, a draft of such Bill or motion; 

(b) in the same or a later message require that the Bill or motion 
shall be introd uced or moved not later than a date specified in 
such message. 

(2) If a request by the Governor made to the President of the Senate 
or the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in accordance with sul>­
paragraph (b) of paragraph (1) of this article is not complied with, 
the Bill or motion to which the message relates shall be deemed for all 
purposes to be introduced or moved in the Senate or the Legislative 
Assembly, as the case may be, on the date specified in the message. 

(3) References in this article to the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of ilie Legislative Assembly include respectively references 
to the Vice-President of the Senate, where the office of President is 
vacant or the President is absent from British Guiana, and to the 
Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, where the office of 
Speaker is vacant or the Speaker i,s absent from British Guiana. 

74.-(1) A Bill shall not become law until-

( a) tlle Governor has assented thereto in Her Majesty's name and 
on Her Majesty's behalf and has signed the same in token of 
such assent ;or 

(b) Her Majesty has given Her assent thereto through a Secretary 
of State .and the Governor has signified such assent by proclama­
tion published in the Ga::,ette. 

(2) A Bill shall be presented to the Governor for aissent if, and, 
subject to the provisions of articles 69 and 70 of iliis Constitution, 
shall not be so presented unless, it has been passed by both chambers 
of the Legislature either without amendment or with such amendments 
only as are agreed to by both chambers. 

(3) When a Bill is presented to the Governor for aS6ent he shall 
declare that he assents or refuses assent thereto or iliat he reserves 
the B ill for ilie signification of Her Majesty"s pleasure : 

Provided that, unless he has been authorised by a Secretary of State 
to assent thereto, the Governor shall reserve for the signification of 
Her Majesty's pleasure any Bill wh ich appear,s to him, acting in his 
discretion-

( a) to affect defence ; 
(b) to affect relations between British Guiana and any other country 

or any international organisation, including ilie discharge of any 
obligation of Her Majesty or of Her Majesty's Government in 
the United Kingdom towards any such country or organisation ; 

( c) to be likely to prejudice ilie Ro)lal prerogative; or 
(d) to be in any way repugnant to or inconsistent with the provisions 

of this Constitution. 

75. In every Bill p resented to the Governor for assent the words 
of enactment shall be as follows-

"E aacted by the Legislature of Briti6h Guiana". 

44 



) -11y 

76.-(1) Any law of the Legislature which has been assented to byd P_0 w
1
e
1
r o:i. 

h G d hi h H M . , G . th 1sa owance t e overnor an w c appears to er aJesty s overnment lil e in respect of 

United Kingdom to alter, to the injury of the stock110lders, any pro- ;~w~;;_i/:~ing 
vision relating to any stock to which this article applies or to involve Guiana 
a departure frolll/ the original contract in reispect of any such stock, ;fg~:~nment 
may be disallowed by Her Majesty through a Secretary of State. 

(2) Whenever such a law has been disallowed by Her Majesty the 
Governor shall cause notice of such disallowance to be published in 
the Gazette and the law shall be annulled with effect from the date of 
publication of that notice. . 

(3) On the annulment of any law under this article any enactment 
repealed or ,an1ended by or in pursuance of that law ,shalt have effect 
as from the date of the annulment as if that law had not been made; 
but save as provided in the foregoing provisions of this paragraph/ the 
provisions of subsection (2) of section 38 of the Interpretation Act, 
1889(a), shall apply to that annulment as they apply to the repeal of 
an Act of Parliament. 

(4) The stock to which th.is article applies is stock forming the 
whole or part of the public debt of British Guiana-

( a) in which a trustee may invest, or might at any time have 
invested, by virtue of section 2 of the Coloniai Stock Act, 
1900(b); or 

(b) by the conditions of issue of which it i,s provided that this 
article shall apply to it. 

77. The Legislature may by law determine and regulate the privi· Privileges, 

leges, immunities and powers of the two chambers of the Legislature ;~~·mt~rs. 
and the members thereof, but no such privileges, immunities or powem 
shaill exceed those of the Commons' House of Parliament of the United 
Kingdom or of the members thereof. 

Miscellaneous 
78.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the sessions sessions of 

of the chambers of the Legislature shall be held in such places and Lsen~t
1
e tand 

hall J... • th G . b eg,s a 1ve s oommence at sucuJ tunes as e overnor may appomt y pro- Assembly. 
clamation published in the Gazette: 

Provided that the sessions of the two chambers shall commence on 
the same date. 

(2) There shall be a session of each chamber from time to time 
so that a period of twelve months does not intervene between the !rust 
sitting in one session and the first sitting in the next session. 

79.- (1) The Governor, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prorogation 
Premier, may at any time, by proclamation published in the Gazette, an

1
ctt<;Jis-. ~u=. prorogue the Legislature. 

(2) The Governor may at any time, by proclamation published in 
the Gazette, dissolve the Legislature. 

(3) The Governor shall dissolve the Legislature at the expiration of 
four years from the date when the Legislative Assembly first meets after 
any general election unless it has been sooner dissolved. 

( 4) If, between a dissolution of the Legislature and the next ensuing 
general election of members to the Legislative Assembly, an emergency 
arises of such a nature that, in the opinion of the Premier, it is 

(a) 52 & 53 Vic,t. c. 63. (b) 63 & 64 Viet. c. 62L 
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i1ecessary for the two chambers of the Legislature to be summoned 
before that general election can be held, the Governor, acting in 
accordance with the advice of the Premier, may, by proclamation pub­
lished in the Gaz,ette, summon the two chambers of the preceding 
Legislature and that Legislature shall thereupon be deemed ( except for 
the purposeis of the next following article) not t()i have been dissolved 
but shall be deemed (except as aforesaid) to be dissolved on the date 
on which the next ensuing general election is held. 

(5) The power conferred on the Governor by paragraph (2) of this 
article shalll be exercised by him as nearly as may be in accord'ance 
with the constitutional col)ventions that apply to the exercise of the like 
power in the United Kingdom: 

Provided that the question whether the Governor has so exercised 
that power shall not be enquired into in any court. 

General 80.-(l) A general election of members of the Legislative Assembly 
elections and h ll b h Id t h t· · h " h 1 1 f d" l · appointments a ' e e a sue une wi t m t ree mont 1s a ter every rnso ution 
of Senators. of the Legislature as the Governor shall appoint by proclamation 

Determina­
tion of 
questions a~ 
to member­
ship. 

published in the Gazette. 
(2) As soon as practicable after every general election the Governor 

shall proceed under article 47 of this Constitution to the appointment 
of membetiS of the Senate. 

81. Any question whether-
( a) any person has been validly appointed as a membe.r oE the Senate 

or elected as a member of the Legislative Assembly ; 
(b) any m ember of the Senate or the Legislative Assembly has 

vacated his ,seat therein or is required by virtue of paragraph (3) 
of article 50 or paragraph (3) of fu-ticle 59 of tbis Constitution 
to cease to exercise his functions as. a member ; or 

(c) any person has been validly elected as Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly from among pe1;sons who are not members of the 
Assembly or, having been so elected, has vacated the office of 
Speaker, 

shall be referred to and determined by the Supreme Court in accordance 
with the provisions of any law of the Legislature enacted in that 
behalf and, subject to any such lGw, in accordance with any direction 
given in that behalf by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Penalty for 82.-(1) Any person who sits or votes in either chamber of the 
~:S~~orised Legislature knowing, or having reasonable grounds for knowing, that 
s_itting or he is not entitled so Lo do shall be aiable to a penalty not exceeding 
voting. one hundred dollars for every day upon which he so sits or votes. 

(2) The said penalty shall be recoverable by action in the Supreme 
Court at the ,suit of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

83. For the purposes of sub-paragraph (f) of paragraph (1) of 
article 49, sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph (2) of article 55 and sub­
paragraph (e) of paragraph (1) oE artiole 58 of this Constitution-

. of ( a) two or more sentences of imprisonment that are reguired to be 
nnpr 1son-- . . . . · . ment. served consecuttvely shall be reg,u·ded as ,separate sentences if 

Intcrpreta­
t.io,1. of 
provisions 
regarding 
sentences 

none of those sentences exceeds six months, but if any one of 
such sentences exceeds that term they shall be regarded as one 
sentence; and 

(b) no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprisonment im­
posed as an alternative to or in default of the payment of a fine. 
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PART V-THE JUDICIARY 

The Supreme Court 

) ~·1 

84.-(1) There shall be in and for British Guiana a Supreme Court ~fnJ~~~;,~~ 
having such jurisdiction and powern as may be provided by any law for court. 
the time being in force in British Guiana. 

(2) The judges of the Supreme Court shall be a Chief Justice and 
such number of Puisne Judges as may be prescribed by any law of 
the Legislature : 

Provided that the office of a judge of the Supreme Court shall not, 
without his consent. be abolished during his continuance in office. 

(3) The Supreme Court shall be deemed to be duly constituted not­
withstanding any vacancy in the office of any judge of that Court. 

85.-(1) The Chief Justice shall be a person qualified for appoint- Apl?ointment 
. d f th. Su C . d . h h of Judges. ment as a JU ge o e preme ourt m accor ance wit t e pro-

visions of this Constitution and appointed by the Go,vernor, by instru-
ment under the Public Seal, after consultation with the Premier. 

(2) The Pt1~sne Judges shall be persons qualified for appointment 
as judges of the Supreme Court, in accordance with the provisions of 
this Constitution and appointed by the Governor, by instrument under 
the Public Seal, acting on the recommendation of the Judicial Service 
Commission. 

(3) ( a) Any person, being a barrister of not less than seven year-s' 
standing shall be qualified to be appointed a judge of the Supreme 
Court and no other person shall be qualified to be so appointed. 

(b) In this paragraph, "barrister" means a person qualified to 
practise as an advocate in the superior courts of England, Scotland or 
Northern Ireland. 

86.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this article, a judge of the T~ife ,.°f 
Supreme Court shall vacate his office when he attains the age of sixty- ~udcges~ 

two years: 
Provided that the Governor may permit a judge to continue in 

office for such period after attaining that age, not exceeding three 
months, as the Governor may consider to be necessary to enable that 
judge to complete the hearing and determination of any proceedings that 
were commenced before him before he attained that age. 

(2) Nothing done by a judge of the Supreme Court shall be invalid 
by reason only that he has attained the age at which he is required 
by this article to vacate his office. 

(3) A judge of the Supreme Court may be removed from office only 
for inability to discharge the functions of his office (whether arising 
from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for misbehaviour, 
and shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions 
of the next following paragraph. 

(4) A judge of the Supreme Court shall be removed from office by 
the Governor by instrument under the Public Seal if th~ question of 
the removal of that judge from office has, at the requesti of the 
Governor made in pursuance of the next following pe.ragraph, been 
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Acting 
judges. 

referred hy Her Majesty to the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty's 
Privy Council under section 4 of the Judicial Committee Act, 1833(a), 
or any other enactment enabling Her Majesty in that behalf, and the 
Ju dicial Committee has advised Her Majesty that the judge ought to 
be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour. 

(5) If the Governor considers that the question of removing a judge 
of the Supreme Court from offi.ce for inability as aforesaid or for mis­
behaviour ought to be investigated, then-

( a) the Governor shall appoint a tribunal, which shall consist of a 
Chairman and not less than two other members selected by the 
Governor from among persons who hold or have held high 
judicial office ; 

(b) that tribunal shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts 
thereof to the Governor and recommend to the Governor whether 
he should request that the question of the removal of that judge 
should be refer.red by Her Majesty to the Judicial Committee ; 
and 

(c) if the tribunal so recommends, the Governor shall request that 
the question should be refer.red accordingly. 

(6) The provisions of _the Commissions of Inquiry Ordinance(b) as 
in force immediately before the date when this Constitution comes 
into force shall, subject to the provisions of this article and of the 
Second Schedule to this Constitution, apply as nearly as may be in 
relation to tribunals appbinted under the last foregoing paragraph or, 
as the context may require, the members thereof as they apply in 
relation to Commissions or Commissioners appointed under that Ordi­
nance, and for that purpose sha:II have effect as if they formed part 
o.f this Constitution. 

(7) If the question of removing a judge of the Supreme Court from 
office ha,3 been referred to a tribunal appointed under paragraph (5) 
of this article, the Governor may suspend the judge from performing 
the functions of his office; and any such, suspension may at any time 
be revoked by the Governor and shall in any case cease to have 
effect if-

(a) the tribunal recommends to the Governor that he should not 
request that the question of the removal of the judge from office 
shou1d be referred by Her Majesty to the Judicial Committee; or 

(b) the Judicial Committee advises Her Majesty that the judge ought 
not to be removed from office. 

(8) The powers conferred upon the Governor by this article shall be 
exercised by him acting in his discretion. 

87.-(1) If the office of Chief Justice is vacant, or if the Chief 
Justice i,s for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, 
the Governor, after consultation with the Premier, may by instrument 
under the Public Seal appoint a Puisne Judge or some other person 
qualified for appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court to perform 
those functions; and any person so appointed shall, subject to the pro­
visions of the J.ast foregoing article, continue to perform those ftmc­
tions until he is notified by the Governor, acting in his discretion, that 
the circumstances giving rise to the appointment have ceased to ex.ist. 

(a) 3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 41. (b) J 953 Rev. Edn. Cap. 58. 
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(2) If- _ . 
(a) the office of a Puisne Judge is vacant, or a Puisne Judge is 

appointed to act as Chief Justice or is for any reason unable to 
perform the functions of his office, or 

(b) the Judicial Service Commission, with the concurrence of the 
Premier, h.as advised the Governor that the state of business in 
the Supreme Court so requires, 

the Governor, acting on the recommendation of the Judicial Service 
Commission, may by instrument under the PubHc Seal appoint a 
person qualified for appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court to 
act as a Puisne Judge; and any person so appointed shall, subject to 
the provisions of the last foregoing article, continue to act for the 
period of his appointment or, if no such period is specified in the 
instrument of appointment, until he is notified by the Governor, acting 
on the recommendation of the Judicial .Service Commission, that the 
circumstances givu1g rise to the appointment have ceased to exist. 

(3) (a) Notwithstanding that the appointment of a person to act as 
a judge of the Supreme Court under the foregoing provisions of this 
article has determined thereunder, the Governor may permit that person 
to continue to act as a, judge of the Supreme Court for such period 
thereafter, not exceeding three months, as the Governor may consider 
to be necessary to enable that person to complete the hearing and deter­
mination of any proceedings that were commenced before l1im before 
his appoinment determined. 

(b) The power conferred on the Governor by this paragraph 5hall 
be exercised in relation to any person in the same manner as the 
power to notify that person that the circumstances giving rise to his 
appointment have ceased to exist. 

1C.-:, 
/ ... ..,, 

88.-(1) There shall be charged on the revenues of Brit~sh Guiana Salaries etc. 
and paid thereout to the judges of the Supreme Court such salaries of judg~s. 

and allowances as, subject to the next following paragraph, may be 
prescribed by any law of the Legislature. 

(2) The salary of a judge of the Supreme Court and his conditions 
of ,service other than allowances shall not! be altered to his disadvan­
tage during his contrnuance in office. 

The Judicial Service Commission 

89.-(1) There shall be in and for British Guiana a Judicial Service Composition 
Commission which shall consist of he following persons, that is to of J1;1dtcial 

Service 
say- Commission. 

( a) the Chief Jus.tice, as Chairman ; 
(b) the Chairman of the Public Service Commission; 
(c) the senior Puisne Judge; and 
( d) one other member (hereafter in this article Teferred to as " the 

appointed member") appointed in accordance with the provisions 
of the next followrng paragraph. 

(2) The Governor, acting in his discretion, may by instrument under 
the Public Seal, appoint to be a member of ·the Judicial S~rvice Com­
mission a person who is or has been the holder of high judicial office. 
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(3) No person shall be qualified to be appointed as a member of 
the Judicial Service Commission under the provisions of the last fore­
going paragraph if he is a member of the Senate or the Legislative 
Assembly or if he holds or is acting in any public office other than the 
office of member of the Public Service Commission or member of the 
Police Servi:.-e Commission. 

( 4) A person shall not. while he holds or is acting in the office of 
the appointed member or within <t period of three years commencing 
with the date on which he last held or acted in that office, be eligible 
for appointment to any office power to make appointments to which is 
vested by this Constitution in the Governor acting on the recom­
mendation of the Judicial Service Commission. 

(5) The office of the appointed member ~hall become vacant-
(a) at the expiration of three years from the date of bis appointment 

or at such earlier time as may be specified in the instrument by 
which he was appointed; 

(b) if he becomes a member of the Senate or the Legislative 
Assembly; 

(c) if be is appointed to or to act in the office of Chief Justice, 
Chairman of the Public Service Commission or any public office 
except the office of member of the Public Service Commission or 
member of the Police Service Commission, or if he becomes the 
senior Puisne Judge; 

(d) if the Governor, acting in his discretion, directs that he shall be 
removed from office for inability to discharge the functions there­
of (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or any other 
cause) or for misbehaviour: 

Provided that, if the appointed member is a judge of the 
Supreme Court, he shall not be so removed unless, in accordance 
with the provisions of article 86 of this Constitution, he is re­
moved from his office as a judge. 

( 6) 1f the office of the appointed member is vacant or that member 
is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, the 
Governor, acting in his discretion, may appoint a person who is quali­
fied for appointment as such a member to act as the appointed 
member, and any per,son so appointed shall, subject to the provisions 
of the last foregoing paragraph, continue to act until he is notified by 
the Governor, acting in his discretion, that the circumstances giving 
rise to the appointment have ceased to exist. 

(7) There shall be charged on the re,·enues of British Guiana and 
paid thereout to the appointed member such salary and allowances as, 
subject to the next following paragraph, may be prescribed by any law 
of the Legislature. 

(8) The salary of the appointed member and his conditions of ser­
vice other than allowances shall not be altered to h is disadvantage 
during his continuance in office. 

(9) Nothing in paragraph (7) of thiiS m·ticle shall entitle the 
appointed member to any salaiy in respect of his office as such if he 
is also a judge of the Supreme Court. 

(10) For the purposes of this article, '·the senior Puisne Judge" 
means the Puisne Judge present in British Guiana (other than any 
such Judge who is for the time bein~ acting as thr Chief Justice) who is 
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senior according to the date of his substantive appointment as a 
Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court: 

Provided that where two or more person,s have been so appointed on 
the same day their seniority shall be determined in accordance with 
such directions as may be given by the Governor acting after consulta­
tion with the Chief Justice. 

) S''!. ,.. 

90.-(1) No business shall be tr:msacted at any meeting of the ~roge~di!11f5 

Judicial Service Commi;;sion unless there are present at least three servi~e_,c,.a 
members of the Commission of whom one is the Chairman of the Comm,ss,on. 

Public Service Commission. 
(2) Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the Judi­

cial Service Commission shall not be disqualified for the transaction of 
business by reason of any vacancy in the membership of the Cornmis~ 
sion, and the validity of the transaction of business at any meeting of 
the Commission shall not be affected by reason only of the fact that 
some person who was not entitled so to do took part in those proceed­
ings. 

91.-(1) Power to make appointments to the offices to which this Appoint-
. 1 1· d d. · d · d. · 1. l ment etc . art1c e app 1es an to 1sm1ss an to exercise 1sc1p mary contro over of jU:cticial 

pernons holding or acting in any such offices shall vest in the Governor officers. 

acting on the recommendation of the Judicial Service Commission. 
(2) This article applies to the office of magistrate and to such 

other offices connected with the courts of British Guiana (other than 
offices of the judges of the Supreme Court) as may be prescribed by 
any law of the Legislature. 

92.-(1) The Governor, acting on the recommendation of the Judi- DGelegatio~ of 
. I Se , C . . b . d I p bl' S 1 overnor s c1a rv1ce onumss1on, may, y rnstrument un er t 1e u IC ea , powers in 

direct that, subject to such conditions as mayi be specified in that in- ~~1;~~~- to 

strumcnt, power to make appointments to _such o!Tices, being offices to ments. 

which the last foregoing article applies, as may be specified in that 
instrument shall (without prejudice Lo the exercise of such power by 
the Governor acting on the recommendation of the Judicial Service 
Commission ) be exercisable by such one or more members of the Com-
mission or by such other authority or public officer as may be so 
specified. 

(2) In any case where an appointment is to be made by virtue of 
an instrument made under the provisions of th is article and the person 
to be appointed holds or is acting in any office power to make appoint­
ments to which is vested by this Constitution in the Governor acting 
on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission or the 
Police Service Commission, the person or authority specified in the 
said instrument shall consult with the Public Service Commission or 
the Police Service Commission, as the case may be, before making 
such appointmen t. 

93. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Governor, Regulations 

acting after consultation with the Judicial Service Commission, may ~e~l!r~afg 
make any regulations which he considers necessary or expedient for s~r~~~e . 
providing for all or any of the followi ng matters, that is to say- comm,ss,on. 

(a) the organisation of the work of the Commission and the manner 
in which it shall perform its functions; 

(b) consultation by the Commission with persons or authorities other 
than members of the Commission: 
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(c) the appointment, tenure of office and terms of service of staff 
to assist the Commission in the performance of its functions; 

(d) the protection and privileges of members of the Commission in 
respect of the performance of their functions and the privilege of 
communications to and from the Commission and its members 
in the case of legal proceedings; 

(e) the definition and trial of offences in relation to the function!-- of 
the Commi,ssion and the imposition of penalties for such offences; 

Provided that no such penalty shall exceed aj fine of five 
hundred dollars and imprisonment for a term of one year or both 
such a fine and such imprisonment; and 

(f) generally, for giving effect to the provisions of this Constitution 
relating to the Commisson. 

PART VI-THE PUBLIC SERVICE 

The Public Service Commission 
compos~tion 94.-(1) T here shall be in a:nd for British Guiana a Public Service 
~~r~I::~lic Commission which shall consist of a Chairman and such number of 
Commission. other members, not being less than two nor more than four, as the 

Governor, acting in his discretion, may from time to time decide. 
(2) The members of the Public Service Commi,ssion shall be 

appointed by the Governor, acting after consultation with the Premier, 

1 
by instrument under the Public Seal. 

(3) No person shall be qualified to be appointed as a member of 
the Public Service Commission if he is a member of the Senate or the 
Legislative Assembly or if he holds or i,s acting in any public office, 
other than the office of member of the Judicial Service Commission 
or member of the Police Service Commission. 

1 (4) A person shall not, while he holds or is acting in the office of 
a member of the Publio Service Commission or within a period of 
three years commencing with the date on which he last held or acted 

1 in that office, be eligible for appointment to any office power to 
make appointments to which is vested by this Constitution in the 
Governor acting on the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission. 

(5) The office of a member of the Public Service Commission shall 
1 become vacant-

(a) at the expiration of five year,s from the date of his appointment 
or such earlier time as may be specified in the instrument by 
which he was appointed; 

(b) if he becomes a member of the Senate or the Legislative 
Assembly; 

(c) if he is appointed to or to act in any public office other than 
the office of member of the Judicial Service Commission or 
member of the Police Service Commission; or 

(d) if the Governor, acting in his discretion, directs that he shall be 
removed from office for inability to discharge the functions 
thereof (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or any 
other cause) or for misbehaviour. 

1 (6) (a) If the office of a member of the Public Service Commission 
is vacant or a member is for any reason unable to perform the 
functions of his office, the Governor, acting after consultation with 
the Premier, may appoint a person who is qualified for appointment 
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as a member of the Commission to act as member of the Commis­
sion, and any person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions 
of the last foregoing paragraph, continue to act until he is notified by 
the Governor, acting in his discretion, that the circumstances giving 
rise to the appointment have ceased to exist. 

(b) For the purposes of the appointment of a person under this 
paragraph to act as Chairman of the Commission, the reference in 
this paragaraph to a person who is qualified for appointment as a 
member of the Commission shall be construed as including a reference 
to a member of the Commission. 

(7) There shall be charged on the revenues of British Guiana and 
paid thereout to the members of the Public Service Commission such 
,salary and allowances as, subject to the next following paragraph, 
may be prescribed by any law of the Legislature. 

(8) The salary of a member of the Commission and his conditions 
of service other than allowances shall not be altered to his disadvan­
tage during his continuance in office. 

) ~"7 

95.-(1) No business shall be transacted at any meeting of the Proceedings 
P bl· S · C · · 1 h J h of Public u 1c erv1ce omm1ss10n un ess t ere are present at east t ree service 
members of the Commission. Commission. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the Public 
Service Commission 5hall not ~ disqualified for the transaction of 
business by reason of any vacancy in the membershp of the Com-­
mission, and the validity of the transaction of business at any meeting 
of the Commission shall not be affected by reason only of the fact 
that some person who was not entitled so to do took part in those 
proceedings. 

96.-(1) Save as otherwise provided in this Constitution, power to Appr\-­
make appointments to public offices and to dismiss and to exercise ~e~ubii;­
disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in any such offices officers. 
shall vest in the Governor acting 011 the recommendation of the Public 
Service Commission. 

Provided that power to make appointments to the office of Per­
manent Secretary on transfer from another such office carrying the 
same salary -shall vest in tbe Governor acting after consultation with 
the Premier. 

(2) Before the Public Service Commission recommends the appoint­
ment to any public office of any person holding or acting in any 
office power to make appointments to which is vested by this Con­
stitution in the Governor acting on the recommendation of the Judicial 
Service Commission or •the Police Service Commission, it shall consult 
with the Judicial Service Commission or the Police Service Commis­
sion, as the case may be. 

97.-(1) The Governor, acting on the recommendation of the Public g~~egr~~~~ of 
Service Commission, may, by instrument under the Public Seal, direct p owers. 

that, subject to such conditions as may be specified in that instrument, 
power to make appointments to such offices, being offices to which this 
article applies, as may be specified in that instrument and power to 
dismiss and power to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding 
or acting in those offices, or any of those powers, shall (without 
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prejudice to the exercise of such powers by the ~overnor acti~g on 
the recon1111endation of the Public Service Commission) be exercisable 
by such one or more members of the Commission or by such other 
authority or public officer as may be so specified. 

(2) The offices to which this article applies are offices in respect of 
which the Governor has power to make appointments under the last 
foregoing article other than the offices of Permanent Secretaries. 

(3) In any case wher-e an appointment i:s to be made by virtue of an 
instrument made under the provisions of this article and the person 
to be appointed holds or is acting in any office power to make appoint­
ments to which is vested by this Constitution in the Governor acting 
on the recommendation of the Judicial Service Commission or the 
Police Service Commission, the person or authority specified in the said 
instrument shall consult with. the Judicial Service Commission or the 
Police Service Commission, as the case may be, before making the 
appointment. 

(4) Where, by virtue of an instrument made under the provisions of 
this article, the power to dismiss or to exercise disciplinary control 
over any officer has been exercised by a person or authority other than 
the Governor acting on the recommendation of the P ublic Service 
Commission, the officer in respect of whom it was so exercised may 
apply for the case to be referred to the Public Service Commission and 
thereupon the action of the aforesaid person or authority ·shall cease to 
have effect and the case shall be referred to the Public Service Commis­
sion accordingly and the Governor shall then take such action in re­
spect of that officer as the Public Service Commission may recommend: 

Provided that where the action of the aforesaid person or authority 
included the dismissal oi that officer or his suspension from performing 
the functic_ms of his office, that person or authority may nevertheless 
suspend him from perfo rming those functions pending the determina­
tion of the reference to the Public Service Commission. 

i:egula_tions 98. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Governor, 
regarding . af 1 . . h h bl. S . C . . J:ublic actmg ter consu tat1on wit t e Pu 1c erv1ce omm1ss1on, may 
~';1~~fssion. mak~ ~ny regulations which he considers necessary or expedient for 

prov1dmg for all or any of the following matters, that is to say-
(a) the organisation of the work of the Commission and the manner 

in which it shall perform its functions; 
(b) consultat ion by the Commission with persons or authorities other 

than members of the Commission; 
(c) the appointment, tenure of office and terms of service of staff to 

assist the Commission in the performance of its functions; 
(d) the protection and p1ivileges of members of t11e Commission in 

respect of the performance of their functions and the privilege of 
communications to and from the Commission and its members in 
the case of legal proceedings; 

(e) the defin ition and trial of offences in relation to the functions of 
the Commission and the imposition of penalties for such offences: 

Provided that no ,such penalty shall exceed a fine of five hun­
dred dollars or imprisonment for a term of one year or both such 
a fine and such imprisonment; 

(f) the time and manner of making application for a reference to the 
Public Service Commission under paragraph (4) of the last fore-
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going article and. all matters incidental to such a reference; and 
(g) generally, for giving effect to the provisions of this Constitution 

relating to the Commission. 

'-,_ ,rr: 
~ .., J 

The Police Service Commission ·t· 

l b . d f B .. h G . p 1. S . Compos, 10n 99.-(1) There shal e m an or ntis mana a o ice erv1ce of Police 
Commission which shall consist of the following persons, that is to ~~';;~fssion. 

say-
(a) a Chairman; 
(b) the Commissioner of Police; and 
(c) such number of other members, being not more than three, as 

the Governor, acting in his discretion, may from time to time 
decide. 

(2) The members of the Police Service Commission o ther than the 
Commissioner of Police shall be appointed by the Governor, acting 
after consultation with the P remier, by instrument under the Public 
Seal. 

(3) No person shall be qualified to be appointed as a member of the 
Police Service Commission under the provisions of the last foregoing 
paragraph if he is a member of the Senate or the Legislative Assembly 
or if he holds or is acting in any public office, other than the office of 
member of the Judicial Service Commission or member of the Public 
Service Commission. 

( 4) A person shall not, while he holds or is acting in the office of 
a member of the Police Service Commission appointed under para­
graph (2) of this article (hereafter in this article referred to as "an 
appointed member") or within a period of three years commencing 
with the date on which he last held or acted in that office, be eligible 
for appointment to the office of Commissioner of Police qr any office­
power to make appointments to which is vested by tbis Constitution 
in the Governor acting on the recommendation of the Police Service 
Commission. 

(5) The office of an appointed member shall become vacant-
(a) at the expiration of five years from the date of bis appointment 

or such earlier time as may be specified in the instrument by 
which he was appointed; 

(b) if he becomes a member of the Senate or the Leg~slative 
Assembly; 

(c) if he is appointed to or to act in any public office other than the 
office of member of the Judicial Service Commission or member 
of the Public Service Commission; or 

(d) if the Governor, acting in his discretion, directs that he shall 
be removed from office for inability to discharge the functions 
thereof (whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or any 
other cause) or for misbehaviour. 

(6) (a) If the office of an appointed member is vacant or such a 
member is for any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, 
the Governor, acting after consultation with the Premier, may appoint 
a person who is qualified for appointment as such a member to act as an 
appointed member, and any person so appointed shall, subject to 
the provisions of the last foregoing paragraph, continue to act until he 
is notified by the Governor, acting in his discretion, that the circum­
stances giving rise to the appointment have ceased to exist. 
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(b) For the purposes of the appointment of a person under thi~ par~­
graph to act as Chairman of the Commission, the Teference m. this 
paragraph to a person who is qualified for appointment as an appo~nted 
member shall be construed as including a reference to an appomted 
member. _ 

(7) There shall be charged on the revenues of Bri tish Guiana and 
paid thereout to an appointed member such salary and al~owances as, 
subject to the next following paragraph, may be prescnbed by any 
law of the Legislature. 

(8) The salary of an appointed member and his conditions of service 
other than allowances shall not be altered to his disadvantage during 
his continuance in office. · 

Proceedings 100.- ( 1) No business shall be transacted at any meeting of the 
~!r~f}~c~om- Poli_ce Service_ Commission unless there _are ~resent, in_ the case of any 
m ission. busmess relatmg to an appeal such as 1s referred to 111 sub-paragraph 

(a) of paragraph (3) of article 103 of this Constitution, at least two 
members of the Commission or, in: the case of any other business at 
least three such members. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the Police 
Service Commission shall not be disqualified for the transaction of 
business by reason of any vacancy in the membership of the Commis­
sion, and the validity oll the transaction of business at any meeting 
of the Commission shall not be affected by reason only of t he fact that 
some person who was not entitled ,so to do took pa.rt in those proceed­
ings. 

Appoint- 101. Power to make appointments to the office of Commissioner of 
~~in!J'..'· of Police and to dismiss and to exercise disciplinary control over any per-
s im_ier of son holding or acting in that office shall vest in the Goivernor. acting 
Police. after consultation with the Chairman of the Police Service Commission. 

Appointmbent 102,-(l) Save as provided in the last foregoing article, power to 
of mem ers k . ff" . h p 1· F f b th k of Police ma e appomtments to o ices ll1 t e o ice orce o · or a ove e ran -
Force. of Inspector shall vest in the Governor acting on the recommendation 

of the Police Service Commission. 
(2) Power to make appointments to offices in the Police Force below 

the rank of Inspector shall vest in the Commissioner of Police and, to 
such extent as may be prescribed by any law of the Legislature, in such 
other officers of the Police Force as may be so prescribed . 

(3) Before the Police Service Commi,ssion recommends the ap­
pointment to any office in tbe Police Force of any person holding or act­
ing in any office power to make appointments to which is vested by this 
Constitution in the Governor acting on the recommendation of the Judi­
cial Service Commission or the Public Service Commission, it shall con­
sult with the Judicial Service Commission or the Public Service Com­
mission, as the case may be. 

(4) In any case where an appointment is to be made by virtue of the 
provisions of paragraph (2) of this article and the person to be appointed 
holds or is acting in any office power to make appointments to which is 
vested by this Constitution in the Governor acting on the advice of the 
Judicial Service Commission or the Public Service Commission, the 
Commissioner of Police or other officer of the Police Force concerned 
shall consult with the Judicial Service Commission or the Public Service 
Commission, as the case may br . _l,eforc 111:1king the nppointmcnt. 
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103.-(1) Save as provided in article 101 of this Constitution, power ~t~.m~~sal, 
to dismiss and to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or members of 

. . ff' . h p 1· F b h k & Ch' f I t Police Force. actmg m o ices in t c o ice . orce a ove t e ran · OL 1e nspec or 
shall vest in the Governor acting on the recommendation of the Police 
Service Commission. 

(2) Power to dismiss and to exercise disciplinary control over per­
sons holding or acting in offices in the Police Force of or below the rank 
of Chief Inspector shall vest in the Commissioner of Police and, to such 
extent as may be prescribed by any law of the Legislature, in such other 
officers of the Police Force as may be so prescribed. 

(3) In such cases and subject to such conditions as may be prescribed 
by any law of the Legislature an appeal shall lie-

(a) to the Governor from a decision of the Commissioner of Police 
to dismiss or to exercise disciplinary control over any such per­
son as is specified in the last foregoing paragraph; and 

(b) to the Commissioner of Police from any such decision of any 
other officer of the Police Force; 

and where the person to whom any such decision relates institutes an 
appeal therefrom the execution of that decision shall be suspended: 

Provided that, where the decision included the dismis,sal of that per­
son or his suspension from performing the functions of his office, the 
officer whose decision it was may nev-ertheless suspend that person 
from performing those functions pending the determination of the 
appeal. 

( 4) In determining any such appeal as is referred to in the last 
foregoing paragraph the Governor shall act on the recommendation of 
the Police Service Commission; and the Commissioner of Police shall 
not take part in any business of the Commission relating to such an 
appeal. 

( 5) Any power to dismiss or to exercise disciplinary control, and 
,my power to determine appeals from a decision to exercise such a power 
as aforesaid, that is vested in any person by or by virtue of paragraph 
(2) or (3) of this article shall be exercised in accordance with such pro­
vision as may, subject to the provisions of this article, be made in that 
behalf by any law of the Legislature and, in particular offences . against 
Police Force discipline, and the punishment that may be imposed for 
any such offence, shall be such as may be prescribed by or under any 
such law. 

104. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Governor, ~e~i~~ns 
acting after consultation with the Police Service Commission, may make ~o1.ice 
any regulations which he considers necessary or expedient for providing ~~~~~-com­
for all or any of the following matters, that is to say-

(a) the organisation pf the work of the Commission and the manner 
in which it shall perform its functions; 

(b) consultation by the Commission with persons or authorities other 
than members of the Commission; 

( c) the appointment, tenure of office and terms of service of staff 
to assist the Commission in the performance of its functions; 

(d) the protection and privileges of members of the Commission in 
respect of the performance of their functions and the privilege 
of communications to and from the Commission and its members 
in the case of legal proceedings; 
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( e) the definition and trial of offences in relation to the functions of 
the Commission and the imposition of penalties for such 
offences: 

Provided that no such penalty shall exceed a fine of five 
hundred dollars or imprisonment for a term of one year or both 
such fine and such imprisonment; and 

(f) generally, for giving effect to the provisions of this Constitution 
relating to the Commission. 

Pensions 
Applicability 105.-(1) Subject to the provisions of article 107 of this Constitu­
r:w~ensions tion, the law applicablli: to the grant and payment to any officer, or to 

his widow, children, dependants or personal representatives, of any 
pension, gratuity or other like allowance ( in this article and the two 
next following articles referred to as an "award") in respect of the ser­
vice of that officer in a public office shall be that in force on the relevant 
day or any later law not less favourable to the person concerned. 

(2 ) For the purposes of this article the relevant day is -
(a) in relation to an award granted before the date on which this 

Part of this Constitution comes into force, the day on which the 
award was grantec'I . 

( b ) in relation to an award granted or to be granted on or after the 
date on which this Part of this Constitution comes into force 
to or in respect of a person who was a public officer before that 
date, the day immediately before that date; 

( c ) in relation to an award granted or to be granted to or in respect 
of a person who first becomes a public officer on or after the 
date on which this Part of this Constitution comes into force, 
the day on which he becomes a public officer. 

(3) For the purposes of this article, in so far as the law applicable 
to an award depends on the option of the person to or in respect of 
whom it is granted or to be granted, the law for which he opts shall be 
taken to be more favourable to him than any other law for which he 
might have opted. 

( 4) For the purposes of this article and of the two next following 
articles, the office of a judge of the Supreme Court shall be deemed to 
be a public office. 

Pe11sions, 106. Awards granted under any law for the time being in force in 
~~t recJ'e~J!1 British Guiana shall be charged on and paid out of the revenues of 

British Guiana. 
Grant and 107.-(1) The power to grant any award under any pensions law 
~ithte0~~~;s, for the time being in force in British Guiana ( other than an award to 
etc. which, under that law, the person to whom it is payable is entitled as 

of right) and, in accordance with any provisions in that behalf contained 
in any such law, to withhold, reduce in amount or suspend any award 
payable under any such law is hereby vested in the Governor. 

(2) The power vested in the Governor by the preceding paragraph 
shall be exercised by him-

( a) in the case of an award payable in respect of the services of any 
person who, having been a public officer, was, immediately be­
fore the date on which he ceased to hold public office, serving 
as-
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(i) a jud.ge of° the Supreme Court; 
(ii) Director of Public Prosecutions; 
(iii) Director of Audit; 
(iv) Commissioner of Police; 
( v) a member of the Judicial Service Commission, the Public 

Service Commissio_:i_ or the Police Service Commission; 
or 

(vi) a member of the personal staff of the Governor (other 
than a person referred to in paragraph ( 4) of article 21 
of this Constitution), 

in his discretion; 
( b) in the case of an award payable in respect of the services of any 

person who, having been a public officer, was, immediately 
before the date aforesaid, serving in any office to which article 
91 of this Constitution applies at the date of the exercise of the 
power, on the recommendation of the Judicial Service Com­
mission; 

( c) in the case of an award payable in respect of the services of any 
person who, having been a public officer, was, immediately be­

.fore the date aforesaid, serving in any office in the Police Force 
other than the office -:if Commissioner of Police, on the recom­
mendation of the Police Service Commission; and 

(d) in the case of an award payable in respect of the services of any 
other person, on the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission. 

(3) In this article, "pensions law" means any law relating to the 
grant to any person, or to the widow, children, dependants or personal 
representatives of that person, of an award in respect of the services of 
that person in a public office, and includes any instrument made under 
any such law. 

PART VII-FINANCE 

/' "" ~ .... ; "'\ :1 

108.-( 1) The Minister responsible for finance shall, before the Estimat~s. 

end of each financial year, cause to be prepared annual estimates of 
revenue and expenditure for public services during the succeeding 
financial year, which shall be laid before both chambers of the 
Legislature. 

(2) The estimates of expenditure shall show separately the sum re­
quired to meet statutory expenditure and the sums required to meet 
other expenditure. 

(3) That part of any estimate of expenditure laid before the 
chambers of the Legislature which shows statutory expenditure shall 
not be. voted on by either chamber, and such expenditure shall, without 
further authority of the Legislature, be paid out of the revenues or 
public funds of British Guiana. 

109.-(1) The Minister responsible for finance shall, in respect of Authorisa­

each financial year, at the earliest convenient moment, introduce in ;:.~1!u1:,1:.d of 

the Legislative Assembly an appropriation Bill containing, under ap- expend:ture 

propriate heads, for the several services required, the estimated aggre-
gat.e sums which are proposed to be expended ( otherwise than by way 
of statutory expenditure) during that financial year. 
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(2) Whenever- . . . . . 
(a) any expenditure is incurred or is likely to be incurred 111 any 

financial year upon any service which is _in . excess of th~ sum 
provided for that service by the appropriation law relatmg to 
that year; or . . . 

( b) any expenditure ( other th~n statutory _expenditure) 1s 1Dcur~ed 
or is likely to be incurred m any financial year upon any service 
not provided by the appropriation law relating t? that year, . 

a supplementary appropriation Bill, whic~ shall con~am that e~pen?1-
ture under appropriate heads, shall be introduced m the Legislative 
Assembly. . . . . 

(3) No moneys shall be withdrawn from the public funds of Bntisb 
Guiana except upon the authority of a warrant under the hand of the 
Governor or the Minister responsible for finance. 

( 4) No such warrant shall be issued for the purpose of meeting 
any expenditure other than statutory expenditure--

(a) unless that expenditure has been authorised for the financial year 
during which the withdrawal is to take place-

(i) by an appropriation law; or 
(ii) by inclusion in estimates laid before the Legislative 

Assembly and approved by resolution of the Assembly; 
or 

(b) except in accordance with the provisions of any law of the Legis­
lature making moneys available in advance of appropriation for 
the purpose of meeting unforeseen expenditure o~ for the pur­
pose of covering any period not exceeding four months between 

I the end of a financial year and the coming into force of the law 
authorising the appropriation for the next following financial 
year. 

Public debt . 110. The public debt of British Guiana, including the interest 
thereon, sinking fund payments in respect of that debt and the costs, 
charges and expenses incidental to the management of that debt, is 
hereby charged on thG revenues and on the other public funds and 
assets of British Guiana. 

Director of 111.-( 1) There shall be a Director of Audit of British Guiana, 
Audit. who shall be appointed by the Governor acting after consultation with 

the Premier and the Director-General of the Overseas Audit Service. 
, ( 2) If the office of Director of Audit is vacant or the Director is for 

any reason unable to perform the functions of his office, the Governor, 
acting after consultation with the ?H:rnier and the Director-General of 
the Overseas Audit Service, may appoint a person to act as Director, 
and any person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions of the next 

, following article, continue to act until he is notified by the Governor, 
acting in his discretion, that the circumstances giving r ise to the ap­
pointment have ccc1scd to exist. 

(3) There shall be charged on the revenues of British Guiana and 
paid thereout to the Director of Audit such salary as, subject to the 

1 next following paragraph, may be prescribed by any law of the Legis­
lature. 

( 4) The salary of the Director of Audit and his conditions of service 
other than allowances shall not be altered to his disadvantage during 
his continuance in office. 
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i 12.-( 1) Subject to the provls1ons 0£ paragraph ( 4) of this article, ;~~':~ti 
the Director of Audit shall vacate his office when he attains the age of Director of 

fi f fi 
Audit. 

t ty- ve years: . 
Provided that the Governor, acting after consultation with the 

Director-General of the Overseas Audit Service, may permit a Director 
to continue in office for a period not exceeding six months after his 
attainment of that age. 

(2) Nothing done by the Director of Audit shall be invalid by reason 
only that he has attained the age at which he is required by this article 
to vacate his office. 

(3) The Director of Audit may be removed from office only for 
inability to discharge the functions of his office (whether arising from 
infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for misbehaviour and 
shall not be so removed except in accordance with the provisions of 
the next following paragraph. 

( 4) The Director of Audit shall be removed from office by the 
Governor by instrument under the Public Seal if the Governor, acting 
after consultation with the Director-General of the Overseas Audit 
Service, is satisfied that he ought to be removed from office for inability 
as aforesaid or misbehaviour. 

113.-(1) The accounts of the Supreme Court and the courts sub- Funct_ions 
· or Dtrector 

ordinate thereto, all departments and offices of the Government of of Audit. 

British Guiana, the offices of the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of 
the Legislative Assembly, the Judicial Service Commission, the Public 
Service Commission and the Police Service Commission shall be audited 
and reported on annually by the Director of Audit who, with his de-
puties, shall at all times be entitled to have access to all books, records, 
returns and reports relating to such accounts. 

(2) (a) The Director of Audit shall submit his reports made under 
the preceding paragraph to the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
who shall cause them to be laid before the Assembly; and he shall also 
send a copy of each report to the Governor and to the President of 
the Senate and the President shall cause the copy sent to him to be laid 
before the Senate. 

( b) Whenever the office of Speaker or President is vacant or the 
Speaker or President is for any reason unable to per.form the functions 
of his office, the reference in this paragraph to the officer concerned 
shall be construed as if it were a reference, in the case of the Speaker, 
to the Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly or, in the case of 
the President, to the Vice-President of the Senate. 

(3) In the exercise of his functions under the provisions of this 
article, the Director of Audit shall not be subject to the direction or 
control of any other person or authority. 

( 4) Nothing in this article shall prevent the performance by the 
Director of Audit of-

( a) such other functions in relation to the accounts of the Govern­
ment of British Guiana and the accounts of other public author­
ities and other bodies administering public funds in British 
Guiana as may be prescribed by or under any law for the time 
being in force in British Guiana; or 
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Interpreta­
tion of 
provisions 
regc1rding 
finance. 

Interpreta­
tion. 

(b) such other functions in reiation to the supervision and. contro1 
of expenditure from public funds in British Guiana as may be 
so prescribed. 

114. In this Part of this Constitution-
"financial year" means the twelve months ending on the thirty-first 

day o( December in any year or on such other date as may from time 
to time be prescribed by any law of the Legislature; 

"statutory expenditure·' means expenditure charged on the revenues 
or public funds of British Guiana by any provision of this Constitution 
or of any other law for the time being in force in British Guiana. 

PART V III-INTERPRETATION 

115.-(1) In this Constitution, unless it is otherwise provided or 
required by the context-

"British Guiana" means the Colony of British Guiana; 
"chamber" means either the Senate or the Legislative Assembly, as 

the context may require; 
"the Commonwealth" includes any dependency of a country which 

is a member of the Commonwealth; 
"Commissioner of Police" means the head (by whatever name called) 

of the Police Force; 
"the Gazette" means the Official Gazette of British Guiana; 
"Government contract" means any contract made with the Govern­

ment of British Guiana, or a department of that Government, or an 
officer of that Government contracting as such; 

"the Governor" means the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of 
British Guiana; 

·•high judicia.l office" means the office of judge of a court having un­
limited jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in some part of the 
Commonwealth or a court having jurisdiction in appeals from any such 
court; 

"law" includes an unwritten rule of law and "lawful" and "lawfully" 
shall be construed accordingly; 

"the Legislature" means the Legi.slature of British Guiana; 
"Minister" means a Minister appointed under article 29 of this Con­

stitution and includes the Premier; 
"the Police Force" means the British Guiana Police Force ( or any 

force, by whatever name called, for the time being succeeding to the 
functions of the British Guiana Police Force) and includes the Special 
Constabulary and the R ural Constabulary (or any force, ·by whatever 
name called, for the time being succeeding to the functions of the Special 
Constabulary or the Rural Constabulary); 

"publ~c office" means any office of emolument in the public service; 
"public officer" meai;is the holder of any public office and includes 

any person appointed to act in any such office; 
"the Public Seal" means the Public Seal of British Guiana; 
" the public service" means the service of the Crown in a civil capa­

city in respect of the government of British Guiana (including service as 
a clerk or other member of the staff of a chamber of the Legislature or 
as a member of the Judicial Service Commission, the Public Service 
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Commission or the Police Service Commission) but does not include ser­
vice as a judge of the Supreme Court or on the personal staff of the 
Governor; 

"session" means, in relation to a chamber of the Legislature, the sit­
tings of that chamber commencing when it first meets after this Con­
stitution comes into force or after the prorogation or dissolution of the 
Legislature at any time and terminating when the Legislature is prorog­
ued or is dissolved without having been prorogued; 

sitting" means, in relation to a chamber of the Legislature, a period 
during which that chamber is sitting continuously without adjournment 
and includes any period during which the chamber is in committee. 

(2) In this Constitution, unless it is otherwise provided or required 
by the context-

( a) any reference to the date on which this Constitution comes into 
force shall be construed as a reference to the date appointed 
under subsection (2) of section 1 of the Order in Council to 
which this Constitution is annexed; 

(b) any reference to a law of the Legislature shall be construed as 
including a reference to a law of any Legislature established for 
British Guiana at any time before the date when this Constitu­
tion comes into force and to any instrument having the force 
of law made in exercise of a power conferred by a law of the 
Legislature; 

(c) any reference to power to make appointments to any office shall 
be construed as including a reference to power to make appoint­
ments on promotion and transfer to that office and to power to 
appoint a person to perform the functions of that office during 
any period during which it is vacant or the holder thereof is un­
able (whether by reason of absence or infirmity of body or 
mind OT any other cause) to perform those functions; 

(d) any reference to the holder of an office by a term designating o~ 
describing his office shall be construed as including a reference 
to any person who, under and to the extent of any authority in 
that behalf, is for the time being performing the functions of 
that office. 

( 3) In this Constitution, unless it is otherwise provided or required 
by the context, references to the functions of the Governor shall be 
construed as references to his powers, duties and responsibilities 
under this Constitution or any other law. 

( 4) Where by this Constitution any person is directed, or power is 
conferred on any person or authority to appoint a person, to perform 
the functions of an office_ if the holder thereof is unable to perform 
those functions the validity of any performance of those functions 
by the person so directed or of any appointment made in exercise of that 
power shall not be called in question in any court on the ground that 
the holder of the office is not unable to perform the functions of the 
office. 

(5) Save as otherwise provided in Part IV of this Constitution, any 
person who is appointed to or to act in any office established by this 
Constitution may resign from that office by writing under his hand ad­
dressed to the person by whom he was appointed; and the resignatioJ1 
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of any person from any such office (including any seat in a chamber 
of the Legislature) by writing under bis hand addressed in accordance 
with this Constitution to any other person shall take effect when the 
writing signifying the resignation is received by that othe_r perso_n. 

(6) Except in sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph (1) of article 49, 
article 63, paragraph l 1) of article 68 and article 77 of this Constitu­
tion, references in this Constitution to a member or members of the 
Legislative Assembly do not include references to a person who, under 
paragraph (2) of article 53 of this Constitution, is a member of the 
Assembly by virtue of holding the office of Speaker. 

(7) For the purposes of this Constitution, a person shall not be 
considered to hold a public office by reason only-

( a) that he is in receipt of a pension or other like allowance in 
respect of public service; or 

( b) that he is in receipt of any remuneration or allowance in respect 
of bis tenure of the office of Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 
or President, Vice-President or member of the Senate or Speaker, 
Deputy Speaker or member of the Legislative Assembly; or 

( c) that he is a member of any board, panel, committee or other 
similar body (whether incorporated or not) established by any 
law for the time being in force in British Guiana. 

( 8) (a) When the holder of any office constituted by or under this 
Constitution is on leave of absence pending relinquishment of that 
office the person or authority having power to make appointments to 
that office may appoint another person theretc 

( b) Where two or more persons are holding the same office by 
reason of an appointment made in pursuance of the preceding para­
graph, then-

( i) for the purposes of any function conferred upon the 
holder of that office, and 

(ii) for the purposes of any reference in this Constitution to 
the absence, illness or inability to perform the functions 
of bis office of the holder of that office, 

the person last appointed to the office shall be deemed to be the sole 
holder of the office. 

(9) Where any power is conferred by this Constitution to make any 
proclamation, order, rules or regulations or to give any directions, the 
power shall be construed as including a power exercisable in like man­
ner ,to amend or revoke any such proclamation, order, rules, regulations 
or directions. 

(10) For the avoidance of doubts it is hereby declared that any 
person who has vacated his seat in any body, or has vacated any office, 
established by this Constitution may, if qualified, again be appointed or 
elected as a member of that body, or to that office, as the case may be, 
from time to time. 

( 11) The Interpretation Act, 1889 (a) , shall apply, with tbe 
ne<:essary adaptations, for the purpose of interpreting this Constitution 
and otherwise in relation thereto as it applies for the purpose of inter­
preting and otherwise in relation to an Act of Parliament. 

(a) 52 & 53 Viet. c. 63. 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE (Articles 17(3), 18(2), 
35, 40(2) and 63) 

FORMS OF OATHS AND AFFJRMATIONS 

1. Oath of Allegiance 

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~u swear that I will be faithful 
and be~r true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen E lizabeth the Second, 
Her Heirs and Successors, according to law. So help me God. 

2. Affirmation of Allegiance 

I .. . . . ... . . . ............... do solemnly and sincerely affirm 
and declare that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her Heirs and Successors, according to 
law. 

3. Oath for the due execution of the office of Govrmor and Com­
mander-in-Chief 

I ............. .... ......... do swear that I will well and 
truly serve Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second in the office of 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. So help me God. 

4. Affirmation for the due execution of the office of Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief 

I ........ . ............ .. ... do solemnly and sincerely affirm 
and declare that I will well and truly serve Her Majesty Queen Eliza­
beth the Second in the office of Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 

..,. 
5. Oath for the due execution of the office of Premier or other Minis­

ter or Parliamentary Secretary . 

I, ...................... , being appointed Premier/Minister/ 
Parli-amentary Secretary, do swear that I will to the best of my judg­
ment, at all times when so re-quired, freely give my counsel and advice 
to the Governor ( or any other person for the time being lawfully per­
forming the functions of that office) for the good management of the 
public affairs of British Guiana, and I do further swear that I will not 
on any account, at any time whats•oever, disclose the counsel, advice, 
opinion or vote of any particular Minister or Parliament:;iry Secretary 
and that I will not, except with the authority of the Council of Ministers 
and to such extent as may be required for the good management of 
the affairs of British Guiana, directly or indirectly reveal the business 
or proceedings of the Council of Ministers or the nature or contents 
of any documents communicated to me as a Minister/Parliamentary 
Secretary or any matter coming to my knowledge in my capacity as 
such and that in all things I will be a true and faithful Premier/ 
Minister/Parliamentary Secretary. So help me God. 

... .;;.-_ ,c;;.~ .. ~ .. -i.1~-~ ........ 
6 Affirmation for the due execution of .#ts office of Premier or other 

Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

I, ..... . .. . ............. , being appointed Premier/ Minister/ 
Parliamentary Secretary, do solemnly and sincerely affinn and declare 
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that I will to the best of my judgmeur, at all times when su required, 
freely give my counsel and advice to the Governor (or any other person 
for the time being l;awfully performing the functions of that office) for 
the good management of the public affairs of British Guiana, and I do 
further solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare that I will not on any 
acco_unt, at any time whatsoever, disclose the counsel, advice, opinion 
or vote of any particular M inister or Parliamentary Secretary and that 
I will not, except with the authority of the Council of Ministers and to 
such extent as may be required for the good management of the affairs 
of British Guiana, directly or indirectly reveal the business or proceed­
ings of the Council of Ministers or the nature or contents of any docu­
ments communicated to me as ~ Minister/Parliamentary Secretary or 
any matter coming to my knowledge in my capacity as such and that 
in all things I will be a true and faithful Premier/Minister/Parliamen­
tary Secretary. 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE (Articles 44 (6) 
and 86 (6) ) 

P ROVISIONS RELATING TO APPLICABILITY OF COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY 
ORDINANCE (a.) TO TRIBUNALS APPOINTED UNDER THIS CONSTITUTION 

] . The following provisions of the Ordinance shall not apply, that 
is to say-

(a) section 2-thc whole section; 

(b) section 3-so much of the section as follows the words •'in his 
place"; 

(c) section 5-the whole section; 

(d) section 7-the words "after taking such oath or affirmation"; 

( e) section 16-the whole section. 

2. All powers and duties conferred or imposed on the Governor 
under the Ordinance shall be exerdsed or performed by him acting in 
his discretion. 

(a) 1953 Rev. Edn. Cap. 59. 

~ 
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THE BRITISH GUIANA ROY AL INSTRUCTIONS, 1961. 
htstructions to. Our Governor and Comander-in-Chief in an!1, over the Colony 

of British Guiana or other officer for the time being performing the 
functions of that office. 

Dated 26th June, 1961. ELIZABETH R. 

We do hereby direct and enjoin and declare Our Will and pleasure as 
follows: -

1.- ( 1) These Instructions may be cited as the British Guiana Royal 

y71 

Citation. 

Instructions, 1961. ~~!':i't~~~r 
(2) These Instructions shall take effect on the date appointed under revocation. 

subsection (2) of section 1 of the British Guiana (Constitution) Order 
in Council, 1961. 

( 3) The Instructions issued under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet 
to the Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony 
of British Guiana on the twenty-second day of December, 1953, are 
hereby revoked without prejudice to anything lawfully done there­
under. 

2. Expressions used in these Instructions shall, except where it is Int_erp.-e• 
otherwise provided or required by the context, have the same respective tat,on. 

meanings for the purpose of interpreting these Instructions as for the 
purpose of interpreting the provisions of the Constitution set out in the 
Annex to the British Guiana (Constitution) Order in Council, 1961, 
(hereinafter referred to as "the Constitution"). 

3.-( 1) These Instructions, so far as they are applicable to any Instrucuor,s 

functions to be performed by a deputy to the Governor appointed under ~is~;ve:l uy 
art,icle 19 of the Constitution, shall be deemed to be addressed to and deputy. 

shall be observed by such deputy. 
(2) Any such deputy may, if he thinks fit , apply to Us through a 

Secretary of State for instructions in any matter ; but he shall forthwith 
transmit to the Governor a copy of every despatch or other communi­
cation by which he applies for any such instructions. 

4. Except in circumstances in which he is not regarded as absent Leave o: 
from British Guiana for the purposes of article 18 of the Constitution ,. ~;~~r';o~~• 
the Governor shall not quit British Guiana without first having 
obtained Our permission through a Secretary of State. 

5. When any law has been enacted by the Legislature, or any Bill Laws and 
has been reserved for the signification of Our pleasure, the Governor 1111';';;~dbe 
shall forthwith transmit to Us, through a Secretary of State, a tran- forwarded. 

script in duplicate of the law or Bill, duly authenticated under the 
Public Seal and by his own signature, together with an explanation 
of the reasons and occasion for the enactment of the law or the passing 
of the Bill. 

6. As soon as practicable after the commencement of each year, the Laws to be 
Governor shall cause a complete collection of all laws enacted by the published . 

Legislature during the preceding year to be published for general 
information. 

7. The Governor shall not, directly or indirectly, purchase for himself Purchase of 

1 d b "Id" . B .. h G . . l O . 1 . . property by any an or Ul mg m ntis u1ana wit 1out ur spec1a perm1ss10n Governor. 
given through a Secretary of State. 
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8.-(1) The Advisory Council on the Prerogative of Mercy estab-Constitutinn 
of Aciviso·r~ 
Council. lished under paragraph (2) of article 25 of the Constitution (hereinafter 

referred to as '' the Advisory Council") shall consist of five members 
appointed by Warrant under Our Sign Manual and Signet or by the 
Governor, acting in his discretion, by instrument under the Public Seal. 

(2) There shall not at any one time be more than two members 
appointed under this clause who are public officers. 

9.-(1) Subject to the provisions of these Instructions, the seat of a 
of member of the Advisory Council shall become vacant-

Tenure of 
oHice or 
members 
Advisory 
Council. ( a) at the expiration of three years from the date of his appointment 

or such earlier time as may be specified in the instrument by which 
he was appointed ; 

( b) if, being a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary at the date of 
1 bis appointment, be vacates bis office as such ; 

(c) if, being a public officer at the date of his appointment, he ceases 
to be a public officer ; 

(d) if, not being a public officer at the date of his appointment, he is 
appointed permanently to any office in the public service ; 

(e) if in the case of a member who is not a Minister or a Parlia­
mentary Secretary_, be is absent from British Guiana without the 

, written permission of the Governor, acting in his discretion; or 
(f) if he resigns his seat by writing under his hand addressed to the 

Governor: 
Provided that a member who is a public officer shall not so 

resign his seat without permission in writing given by the Gov-
1 ernor, acting in his discretion. 

Suspension 
of members 
of Advisory 
Council. 

Incapacity 
of member 
of Advisory 
Council. 

( 2) If any person is appointed to be a provisional member of the 
Advisory Council under clause 12 of these Instructions and his tenure 
of his seat as a provisional member is immediately followed by his 
substantive appointment as a memb~r under this clause, the period of 
three years referred to in sub-paragraph (a) of the preceding paragraph 
sha11 be reckoned from the date of the instrument by which he was 
appointed a provisional member. 

( 3) Any question whether any person is a member of the Advisory 
Council shall be referred to. and determined by, the Governor, acting 
in his discretion. 

10.-( 1) The Governor, acting in his discretion, may by instrument 
under the Public Seal, suspend any member of the Advisory Council 
who is not a :Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary from the exercise 
of his functions as a member. 

( 2) Every such suspension shall forthwith be reported by the 
Governor to Us through a Secretary of State, and shall remain in force 
until it is removed by the Governor, acting in his discretion, by instru­
ment under the Public Seal, or by Us through a Secretary of State: or 
until the person suspended ceases to be a member of the Council. 

11. The Governor, acting in his discretion, may, by instrument under 
the Public Seal, declare that a member of the Advisory Council is, 
by reason of his absence or illness, temporarily unable to discharge 
his functions as a member of the Council, and thereupon that mem­
ber shall not take part in the proceedings of the Council until he is 
declared in like manner to be again able to discharge those functions. 
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12.-( 1) Subject to the prov1s10ns of the next following paragraph, :~~~l';f_nal 

,1henever a member of the Advisory Council has, under clause 10 111cin_~~ to 

f h I . b d d f ti . f h' f Adv1s·sry o t ese nstruct10ns, een suspen e rom 1e exercise o 1s unc- council. 
tions as a member or has, under clause 11 of these Instructions, been 
declared to be temporarily unable to discharge those functions, the 
Governor, acting in his discretion, may by instrument under the Public 
Seal, appoint a person to be a provisional member in place of that 
member during the period during which that suspension remains in 
force or (as the case may be) until that member is declared under 
clause 11 of these Instructions to be again able to discharge those 
functions or vacates his seat. 

(2) A public officer shall not be eligible for appointment as a pro­
visional member except in place of a member who is himself a public 
officer. 

( 3) Subject tc the provisions of paragraph ( 1) of this clause, the 
provisions of paragraph ( 1) of clause 9 of these Instructions shall apply 
in relation to a provisional member of the Advisory Council as they 
apply in relation to a substantive member. 

13. The Governor shall, so far as is practicable, attend and preside Pres_idii,i ,,t 
at all meetings of the Advisory Council, and in his absence such member ~ii~~~f: 
as the Governor, acting in his discretion, may appoint shall preside. 

14.-(1) The Advisory Council shall not be summoned except by !t~~~~i~;y 
the authority of the Governor. co,1nt•11 ,,nc 

( 2) Subject to the provisions of these Instructions, the Advisory proceciL'.re. 
Council may regulate its own procedure. 

15. The Advisory Council may act notwithstanding any vacancy in QAudo1:um in 
· b h" v1sorv its mem ers 1p : council etc. 

Provided tbat-
(a) no business shall be transacted at any meeting of the Advisory 

Council unless there are present at least three members ; and 
(b) any decision of the Advisory Council (whether taken at a meet­

ing of the Council or otherwise) shall require the concurrence of 
a majority of all the members thereof. 

16. Whenever any person has been condemned by the sentence of consider­
any c~urt t?. suffer _death in respect of an offence against a_ny law in fl~is!~ 
force m Bnt1sh Gmana the Governor shall call upon the 3udge who c,mncil oi 

presided at the trial to make to him a written report of the case of such ~~f~;:'1 

offender and shall cause such report, together with such other informa-
tion derived from the record of the case or elsewhere as the Governor 
may require, to be taken into consideration at a1 meeting of the Advisory 
Council. 

17. The Governor may, whenever he thinks fit, require any public Governor 
officer to make an oath or affirmation of allegiance in the form set out ~t:'i;!i;equire 
in the First Schedule to the Constitution and ·shall either adminster the omc"rs rn 

th ffi t . . b d . . d b h bl' t-lke oath oa or a rma 1011 or cause 1t to e a mm1stere y some ot er pu 1c 0 t alleg•.n,we. 

officer. 

Given at Our Court at St. James's this twenty-sixth day of June, 
in the tenth year of Our Reign. 
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