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Athual Report of the British Guiana PFire
Brigade and Ambulance Service for
the vear 1963 7

Pire Brigade Headguarters,
Water Street, Georgetown,
British Guiana, : 1

7th October, 1964,
The Honourable, A A
The Minister of Home Affairs, : k
Ministry of Home Affairs, ] ik

Brickdam, Georgetown. :
Sir, ; . |
‘ : &
I have the honour to submi¥ for your information

the Annual Report of the British Guiana Fire Brigade and
Ambulance Service for the year ended 31st December, 1963,

e Strength
The strength of the Brigade at 31st December, 1963 wass:—

1 Chief Pire Officer |
1 Deputy Chief Fire Officer
2 Station Officers
1 Motor Mechanic _
5 Sub Officers J%‘?ii
10 Section Leader
%2 Leading Firemen
135 Firemen
2 Clags II Clerks
2 Clerical Assistants
1 Barrack Labourer
2. Stations
There are three fire stétions in the City of George—
town (two land stations and one riﬁer station) and one
in the town of New Amsterdam.
There is an increasing need for new stations in
Georgetown due to the continued expansion of - the
city, but very little progress has been made in this

direction up to the present .timee
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3, Pire Boat® Station

The number of men stationed at Fire Boat Station at

31st December, 1963 was as follows:—

15 Sub Officer

5 Section Leader

6 Leading Firemen

23 Firemen

4.‘ The station was equipped with two fire boats, the
larger of the two, the "Lady Woolley" being of steel
construction and the other, the "Stagshaw" built of wood,
Pour fire boats were previously maintained in service,
but two of these were condemned as unserviceable and were
dlaer sold, A 5 result, the remaining two boats have
been severély pressad in order to maintsin = satisfactory *
stendard of efficiency.
5¢ The fire boats responded to 36 fire calls Juring the g?r

year in the waterfront area, and attended to s number of

emergency and ordinary special services involving the sal-
vaging of vessels and the rescuing of persons and vessels
adrift at sea or in %he harbour. A number of ambulance
calls to Vreed-en-Hoop were made to bring sick and injured
persons for conveyance to the Georgetown Hospitale. These
calls were especially frequent during the period of the
disturbances on the West Coast of Demerara. Pire Boats
also stood by at the British Guiana Airways Ramp, Ruimveldt,
to ensure the safe landing and taking off of planes.
6o Lraining

“General training in fire-fighting methods was mainteined

throughout the year with special emphasis on the means to be

adopted to combat ship fires and other emergencies requiring

the attendance of fire boats. Classes in seamanship and

the performance of rescues at sea were also held freguently.

One Leading Pireman and two firemen pursued training
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at the Govermment Technical Institute in certian technical
skills. The subordinate officer who is responsible for the

maintenance of the fire boats 2lso had the benefit of a

R S

four-month training course at the Fire Service College

in the United Kingdom, |

7. Maintenance |
The maintenance staff kept all eguipment and appliances

in good repalir. Docking and general maintenance of the

"Stagshaw!" were satisfactorily carried out by them though—

out the year, despite a lack of adequate facilities and

up-to—~date Tools necessary for such work. The "Lady WoolléYJ
was docked as usual at Messrs. Sprostcus Dry Dock.
8s The practice of docking this vessel once yearly is %ﬁﬁ
proving o be very cosbly. and it 1s fedl that it weuld fffiﬁ'
be most economical if doecking s permitted 't: e done =6
leagt twice yearly as previously. The fact ig that her
sea worthiness is more and more in doubt due to rapid
deterioration of both the hull and superstructure. This
vessel is involving heavy maintenance expenditure each
year, and its replacement ig a matter of urgencys
Needs
9o New Seation
There is urgent need at the moment for a new Fire Beat
Station with zccommodation for themooring and «ocking of
fire boats. Arrangements were also made some years ago
t0 include the Trahsport and Harbours Department pilot
launches, and Police and Customs launches when this question
was being concidered. A suitable gite has been acquired
for this purpose, and plans were prepared and submitted
for inclusion in the Colony's Development estimates.
It is envisaged that the new station will provide
adequate covered accommodation for all the boats menticned,
and it is expected that this will greatly reduce wear and

tear due to exposure to harsh weather conditionss.
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10« Ambulance Isunch

A fast and mdédern ambulance launch should be provided
tifmeet the special needs of @onveying sick and injured
pérsons without in any way sccrificing fire-fighting re-
requirements. The present fire boats do not have accormmo—
dation for stretcher cases or even any means for protecting
such cases from inclement weather.

In addition, such a craft would be very suitable for
attending to the safe landing and taking off of planes
at the British Guiana Airways Ramp, Ruimveldt,

11« Appliances

The applicances held at the end of the year were as
follows:—

Georgetown Unit

6 Dennis Water Tenders of 600 g.p.m. capacity, each

equipped with V.H.F. Radioe,

2 Austin Champs (Pirefly) of 350 g.p.m. capacity eache

1 Pump of 900 g.p.me capacitye.

3 Hathaway Light Fumps of 150 ge.p.m, capacity,

2 Iandrover Fire Appliances of 350 g.Dols capacity
eache

1 Pire Boat of 2,700 g.p.ms capacity, equipped with
V.H.F. Radio.

1 Pivre Beoatb of 500 g.pe.m. CApacitye

1 Bedford Utility Truck.

1 Land Rover Trucke.

1 Godiva Lightweight Portsble Fire Pump of 250-350
ge.Pel. capacity.

3 Morris Commerical Ambulances.

1 Iand Rover type ambulance equipped with V.H.F. Radio.

2 Volkswagen Vane

New Amgsterdam Unit

1 John Kerr Water Tender of 600 g.p.ms capacity equipped
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with V.H.F. Radio,

1 Dennis Water Tender of 600 g.p.m. capacity

equipped with V.H.F. Radin,

1 Self-propelled pump of 300 g.p.m. capacity

1 Austin CGhemp (Firefly) of 350 ZeDele
capacity

1 Morris Utility Van.

1 Morris Commerical Ambulance and 1 Iand
Rover type Ambulance, each equipped with
V.H.F. Radio.

1 Volkswagen Vane.

12. Maintenance

The routine standard of maintenance of fire appliances
and equipment was contined during the year by the Workshop
staff. This ensured that all appliances were maintained
in good order. There is need, hewever, for. more axd better
workshop accommodation in Georgetown Unit if the efficiency
of the staff is to be maintained or expanded as reguired.

Work on the project of ccnverting the western end f
the Want-of-Entry Bond to the south of Mc Inroy's Building
into a workshop has not yet started although this matter
has bsen under consideration for some time nows.

13. Hydrants

Seventeen new hydrants were installed during the year
in the Georgetown area as follows:-—

Eleven in South East La Penitencee.
Six in Alexander Village.

The total number of hydrants in the city and its
environs is now 1,187,

One hydrant was also installed in Plaisance Village
on the ¥fast Coagt of Demerara.

In New Amsterdam, six new hydrants were installed

Veases.
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in the Stanleytown area. There are now 119 hydrants in
that town. Efforts are being made now to ensure that
over a period of time all kydrents are of the saue standard
pattern as thoge installed in Georgetown.
14. Hose

A total of 27,525 fect of hoseiwas held by the Brigade
at the end of the year, 21, 375 feet in Georgetown and
6,150 feet in New Amsterdalil.

Hose which was loamed to this Brigade in 1962 by
the Trinidad and Barbados Fire Services was returned during
the year. The circumstances which made this lecan of hose
necessary haslincreased the need for a reserve to be kept
in the Brigade.

‘15. Equipment Received

The following equipment was received during the year:—

2 Tand Rover fire appliances

2 Volkswagen vans

2 Extension ladders
219 lengths of 75' Superflex delivery hose

18 - eight foot lengths 4" BSS Suction hose

2 Portable Oxy-Acetylene welding and cutting sets

1 Water Cooler
nSuper fog" trigger operated hose reel noxxles
— 12 Volt Electric Ambulance Bells
Collecting Breechings
Dividing Breechings

Tiow Tevel Strainers
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Pye transmitting/Receiving Mobile Sets
1 Pye Transmitting/Receiving Master Set
280 Gallons Foam Compound
180 Chemical Foam Chargesc
80 Soda Acid Charges

50 — 2 gallon Nu-Swift Alr Foam Extinguishers
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Total B/Fwd 110

Rescuing persons from buildings

involved in explosionse

Miscellaneous

o
=1 ') AN

Of the total number of calls listed above, 22 were
treated as emergency calls,

During the year the sum of $3,768.56 was collected as
charges for special services rendered and yiélded a revenue
to Government of $2,340.85. The amount remaining was paid
to the firemen who performed the services.

s el Caililis

The Brigade responded to 578 fire calls during the year
an analysig of which is given hereunders

Georgetown Unit

Actual Fires - 386
TLate Fire Galls 22

False Alarm (good in-
tent) iy

Palse Alsrm (Malicious) 86

New Amsterdam Unit

Aetuzll Bireg 47
Late Fire calls 3

Palse Alarm (good in-
tent) 12

False Alarm (Maliciousg) e
There was a marked decrease inlithe number of malicious
false alarms during the year when compared with the number
A7n record for 1962, This figure, however, is still Heo
high and efforts are being made increasingly to discourage
this irresponsible practicee.

Cauges of Fires

Electrical faults 125
Eleectrical, gas or oil

stoves Bl

/9eane
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g
Spontaneous combustion 5
Children playing with
matches 18
Motor vehicle faults 10

Careless burning or rubbish 8

Welling 4
Bolling ower of fats & Oils 6
Reignition 2
Coal Pots and fire places 4

01l Lamps, candles and

mosquite colls 4
Explosion 1
Unkriowm 1

Ignition of inflammeble
vapours of substances i
Wilful and malicious

sefting of fires 34
Careless uge ¢f fire for
domestic purposes ha
Careless disposal of smoul-
dering coal 1
Carelegs disposal of cig-
aretie ends or matches 168

Overheating of electrical
(o]

applianceg 10
Careless use of gasolene il

WMethod of Extinguishing

By occupants or other per—
song using buckets of water
or extingulshers before
arrival of the Brigade 126

By Electriecity Corporation 104
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by Brigade usings-—

£

(2} Hand appliances 17
(b) Hose reels 70

(c) One jet from pumps 118
(d) Two jets from pumps 15 1
(e) Three jebs from

PUMPS 2 g

(0} Bolr fgets from pumps 2
(g) 8ix jets from pumps 1 ]

(2) Bight jets from pumps 1

(1) Pire Besters

(3} Buckets of water

o) R )

(k) Wevu bags

Methofg of Calling Fire Brigade

Georgectown

Central Exchange 485
Running Calls 25
Private Fire Alarm [7stems 2

Radio Communicstion 1

Hew Amgverdam

Central Exchange 41
Police Direct line 6
Runping Calila 8

Privete Fire Alarm Systems 11

Rzdio Communication 1
18 Number of Fuilding- destroyed or seriougly damaged o’
Buildings Destroyed — Georgetown

(1) O©One wooden building measuring approximately 70! x 45!
with "WY" shaped galvenised iron roof situated at Lot 3 and ;
4 Garnett Street and Vlissengen Road, Newtown Kitty, owned
by Indiz Overseas (Britich Guiana) Iimited, 134 Church Sireect

sy

and known as the Toren Conema. Building completely des-

z

troved by fires (20.6.65 - 159 0o,
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