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(ii) One wooden buildi ng of tv10 floors , mea suring appro-

ximately 40 ' x 30 1 , aovered with corrugnted gal vanised 

iron roofing , s itua ted at 132 Reg ent Street, Lacytovm. , owned 

by ]!1essrs . Orr,,.ar ancl Kem Ma j eed of 12 and 13 furir.'18. Avenue , 

Bel Air Park . Ground. floor oc cupi ed by Khan ' s El cc ti'j_cal , 

Rad io 2.nd kc.ch ine Sa. les , s.nd first floo r used as a dweliug 

house . Entire r adio store gutt ed and floor and eas t ,:• rn 

wall of first floor scorched . (31.1 0 . 63 - 3 . 12 a ow.) 

Buildings Seriously Dar10.ged 

(i) One three-flat concrete buildinr-- with corrugo.ted 

metal roof me2suring 60' x 48' f situated ~t Lot 106 Regent 

Street, Lacytown, ,:-,\med by i'f.r o Kc.da Ro.li of Agricola Village t 

East Bank Demerara and used as a Drug Store on the ground 

flo or and as a private dwelling•:on the fi r st 2.nd second 

fl oors o Severe damage ca used to walls and contents on the 

western hal f of both first and second floors . (6.1. 63 - 1. 37 am) 

(ii) One wooden bu ilding of two floors measuring appr ox­

i mately 35 ' x 24', covered with corrugcted galvanised roof­

ing , situated at 93 Hadfi eld Street, ·4c rk- en- Rust, owned 

by Mro Richard Clewent of the same addres s and used enti r ely 

a s a dwelling house . Floor s , walls and roof of kitchen on 

ground and first floor were destroyed ~9 o.nd walls of bed­

room at southern end of first floor i·rnre bo.dly c hc..rred ( 1 5 o 1 ~ 

63 - 2 • 3 2 a. m. ) 

( iii) One wooden bui l ding of two f l oors neasuring a pprox­

i mate ly 11 1 ' x 35' :- with r oof constructed of a lu:r.iinium shee t .... 

ing owned by the Gove::-nment of British Gui ana , c.nd known as 

the Campbellville Government School . Scuth-western section 

of ground and first floors wer e gut ted and cupboards 

and their contents destroyed ( 20 . 6 . 63 - 12 .48 a . m.) 

(iv) One wooden building of two floors measuring o.pprox­

i mately 30 1 x 40 1 with corrugated galvanised iron roof 1 
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situ2.ted a t Lot 16 Vvaterloo ::tn d New !.J;.: ,__ Stre et, owned 

by the Government of Britis h Guiana , and occup i e d by t he 

Central Housi:Qs and Planning Depe1rtrnent . Wal l s of sou t h 

part of b1 ild ing p~rtly destroy ed e (1 .7.63 - 6.06 a om.) 

(v) One wood en s h ed measuring a ,,proxirnat~ly 100' x 20', 

covered with c ·Jrrugat ed galvani sed r oof ing 9 si t m1ted on 

the Queens ' College com:p oun.d . Extcn s i ve dc..mage done to 

r oof of shed and t o lighti ng plant an d contents of the 

g2 r 2ge D (20.7.63 - 8.49 a . m.) 

(vi) One wooden bu:ilding of two f l oors , bottom cf c oncre t e 

and top of wood , measuring a:·,proximately 70' x 40 ' v1i t h 

gal v~nised r oof , s itua t e d at Lot 4 Geor g e Street, We r k - en~ 

Rust , own ed 2.nd occlP"i ed on t he t op floor by :r: r . J o.r.-,es Cheong , 

ground floor being u sed a l s o a s a dwelling house . Southern 

s ecti on of upper f l a t c oi:!p l ctely gu t ted and rcnc.inde r of 

flat daraaged by s moke and wat er. (25.7 , 63 - 4 .00 , pn) 

lfow J .. ms t er dam 

Building Destroy e d 

(i) One wooden bu ild ing c over ed with gc.lvanised r oof , 

measuring a pproximat e ly 22 ' x 20 1 s i tuo.t ed nt Clif ton Settle­

ment 9 Corsntyne , Be:: r bic e , o·,med 2.nd occu1;i ed by : .. r. C. Ishr:,acl 

ana. familyr Entire build ing destr oy ed by f ire (5. 7. 63 - 11 . 20 

p . m. ) 

Rural Areas 

Building Destroye d 

(1) One wooden building of two f l oors measuring approx­

imately 30 1 x 24', covered with g r, lvr.nisef!. r oof, situated 

a t Buxton Sic1e lin8 D2.m, own <::d a11d oc cur;i .:d by t.:r . Sura j 

Mohan and farailyo Building c ompl e t e ly destroy e d by fir e . 

( 3 .7.63 - 1 .11 a.m. ) 

19, • Ambul2nce Calls 

The numb :::r of f.nribu l anc e 02.lls nttcn ckd during t he y ear 
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was 11 1 598 of which 9,771 were emergency calls . The 

ambulances tr:::.velled a distance of 143 9 519 miles . 

(a ) Chargeable Cases 

In Georgetown , the ambulances undertook the convey­

anc e of 90 cases for which charge s wer e r::-,ade 9 and in New 

Amsterdam there were8 such cases yiel ding a t ot a l income 

of $236 e1 0 . 

(b) Mental Cases 

Ni nety-eight mental pati ents were t 2ken by ambulance 

from t he Georgetown Hospital t o the Georgeto'ifil Ra ilway 

t erminal and c onv0yed by Transport and HD.rbours Department 

specia l an bule.nce car to Rosignol, thenc e by s t e8.mer and 

ambulance to the Mental Hospital. 

(c) At kinson Field 

Ambulances responded to 37 cner g8ncy cGlls from 

Atkinson Fi eld during t he year to convey t o the Georgetown. 

Hospital, s ick or injured persons arriving by pl ane from 

the i nterior. 

20. Leave 

A total of 2,002 days' casual leave was granted to 

personne l averagi ng 10.6 days taken per man . 

Vacation 

Forty- two nen wer e gr &nted a tota l of 2 9 6 19 days va­

ca tion leave for the year, which i s an a verage of 60 .9 

days per applicant. 

Sick 

The general health of a l l personnel continued to b e 

mos t satisfactory throughout the year. Ai.;totnl of 1 1 211 

days sick l eave was grant ed making an average of 6 . 4 days 

per man as comp~red with 6 days per man for the previou s 

year. 

21. Disci-pline 

The usua l high s t andard of discipline was maint a ine d 
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during the year . Twenty cases of discipline were dealt 

with resulting a s follows: -

Conf incment to Barr::.cks 7 

Ad~onishe d 2 

Reprimanded 1 

Severely rteprimandcd 5 

Stoppage of pay 1 

Not Guilty 3 

Warned 1 

22 . ResignG.tion 

During the year one Sect ion Leader resigned f rom t he 

Servic e to take up n,sidence at::-oad . 

23.. Transfers 

During the year t wo firemen were tr2-nsferred tempor­

arily to New Ans t crdam Unit a 

240 Pror::otions 

The va cant posts of Chi ef Fire Offi cer and Deputy Chief 

Fire Officer ~er e fillod duri ng the year . Six skilled 

firemen wer e a lso promoted to the rent of L cac1 ing Firenen . 

25 0 Tra ining 

(a) Loca l 

The t r aining of Brigade ~-ersonnel was well mc.intaincd 

throughuut the y ear o Regular dri lls vvere conducted a t Sta tion 

l eve l in the use of fire appli anc e s o.nd equipment 1 as 1;,:e ll 

as t heoretical trianing i n Fi rs Service subjects .. This was 

consider ed to be absolutely neccsso.ry sinc e it is realised 

that to keep pace with new h~z:lrds the standard t o whj_oh 

i ts men a r e trained must of n uc ce s j_ty be more exC1ct and 

v~ried than ev er befor e . 

The training of Auxiliary p2rsonne l ~lso continued 

to gree,t adv 2nt'.:'ge . l.ieri,bcrs of the .Auxilio.r y Ur.it were 

also sumrronsd for emer gency duties durint~ the period of 

the General strike wit h a view to i ncreasing the matl.Iling 
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strength of·---the-Watches at stations . 

(b) Overseas 

The system of overseas training in the United 

Kingdom continued, two subordinate offic ers being norainat ed 

during the y ear for study courses at the Fire Service 

College . Two other subordinate offic ers who travelled to 

the United Kingdom late in 1962 to pursue sir:,ilo.r courses 

returned to the Colony during the yee.r . 

One senior offic er also pursued training in ad­

ministration and general organisation and st2.ff work , in 

addition to the Long Fire Prevention Course at the Fire 

Service College . 

26. Awards 

(a ) Long Sorvice Medal 

One Luiding Firemnn and two fireraen vwre rocoIDI:len..::. •. 

ded for the award of the Colonial Fire Brigade Long Ser­

vice Medal . One Sub Officer was r ccomrr.ended for the 25 

years clasp . 

Bronze Med.als for Gallantry 

Two firemen received a wards of tbe bronze medal of the 

Society for the Protection of Life froE Fire for gallantry 

disple.yed during the disturbances of 16th February, 1962. 

27. Fire Prevention 

During the ye~r under r eview a Fire Prevent ion Cam­

paign was launched in all coITmerical preIBises in Kitty . 

The plan was accepted as a very novel one and proved most 

eff ective in that firemen with a fire appliance under the 

supervision of a Fire Prevention Inspector, insp ected 

each building ~nd gav e advice on gen eral fire protection 

measures. The whole plan was very well received and it 

was heartening to see that the r ec omrr£ndations put forward , 

were in the main 1 implemented. This pl an is part of a 

comprehensive scheme to educate peopl e along lines of f ire 
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prot ecti on o During the 80 aay old strike , peri odic 

patrols and inspections were carried out in the City 

~nd Country areas o 

280 W.iaha ica Hospital 

In October, 1963 the Fire pump deve loped a na jor 

d;3 

defect and had tc be taken out of service for repairs . In 

order that proper fire coverage could be rr.ai ntaincd during 

repairs , one of the r ecently a cquired L2nd Rover fire 

appli ances was i mrredi atl ey despatched to the Hospital, and 

instructions in the handling and operating of this 8.!)"Ql i .~nce 

were given to members of -~he staff cono~rned . On the 28th 

October , 1963 , repairs were completed , and the pump r e­

turned to the Hospitalo On the whole , recent inspections 

of the pumps a lloca ted to Government Institutions i n the 

Rural a r eas have shown that due to the l nck of attention 

and proper maintenanc e , i n some cases their standard of per­

formance is far from being satisfactory, and will not 

function as they shoul u in the event of an outbreak of fire . 

The main trouble in a number of cases seer.is to sten from 

the f a ct that those persons on the spot who are r esponsibJe 

for the II!aintenancc of the pumps , in addition to their r e­

gular duties ~ are net remunerntedo The Chief Enhinccr ~f the 

Brigade pays periodic vi sits to these pumps as oft~n as 

his duties i n Georgetown will allow him, but the s e vi s its 

cannot l c fr .squc:nt enough to ensure the. effic i ent nnd re­

gul ar maintenance of the appli ances . Consequently, it 

w2.s r ecor:,mend(;d tha t a r et ired mechanic be appoint ed to 

service out-di strict fixed pumping install ations and fire 

pumps, a s it is f elt that thisregular maintenanc e and s er ­

vicing will render them instantly availabl e in case of an 

emergency . This whol e qu est ion of the serviciDg · of out­

district fire pumps was fi rst r:.ootcd in 1961, and was con­

sist ent l y pursued in the years that followed . It is hoped 
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that this vitally i mportant r ecorrutlendation will be i ~ 

plemented in the not too distant future . 

29 . Public qospital Georgetown . 

Two n ew 100 ft . Everyway Hose Reel have b een in­

sta ll ed in Wards 5 and 6, and it is hoped that over a period 

of time the entire Institut ion will be so fitt ed, and the 

delivery hose wi thdr::wm . Pc.st exp erience has shown that 

this n ew devic e i s €a s i er t o handl e and r eadily avail abl e 

in t he early stages of a fir e . 

30 . Fire Prot ection Wo rks in Government Buildings 

Very l i ttle ha s been don e generally by way of im­

plementing r ecornmen d~t ions f or fire protection works in 

Gov ernment Bu ildings . Howev er, a priority list of out­

st2.n ding recorranendations wa s su bmitted and it i s hoped 

that provision ha s been made i n the Draft Esti1::12.t es fo r 

the \7Ork to be done i n 1965 . 

Follow- up i n s pect i on s wer e c~r r i ed out a t a l l Govern­

ment Buildings i n Georget ovm , New Amst er dam and the rural 

a r eas including the Pota ro di s trict and t ecture s on the 

use and oper a tion 0f t he f i re equipment a lloca t ed , were 

given . 

31 . Fire equipment were a llocated as follows: ­

Fire Extingu ishe rs 

Two-gallon f oam 48 

Two- gQllon wat er 

pr Gs sure 

CO2 

Qua rt C . T .c . 

Charg e s 

Foam 

Wa t er co2 

Soda Acid 

C . T .C. 

19 

3 

10 

179 

47 

65 

19 

Buckets 58 

Noble Branch-

es 

Delivery 

Ho se s 

Hl'l se r eels 

Fire e scape 

(Rope) 

2 

8 

2 

2 l engthe 
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32 . Schools 

Evncuation exercises continued to bo conduc t ed a t 

schools both Prir,a ry and Secondary and approxirrctely 18, 

892 childr en took part in these exercises , a long wi. th 

masters and mist re·:-:ses who were very co- operative .. in 

the proc ess . 

33 . Ninety- six school s including Government aided and 

Secondary schools were inspe ct ed and r ecor.rmenc.ations sub­

mitt ed in respect of the means of oscc..pe i n the event of 

o fire . Seven t y - f ive per cent of these recommend~tions 

were i Epl ement ed. 

34. Lecture s on fi r e prevention with dcnonstrat ions on 

the use of fire extinguishers were given . The progrnrnme 

conti nues in 1955·. 

35. I nspecti ons under the Fire Brigade Ordinanc e 

Under the t e-rms of the Fire Prevention Ordinance 19 

of 1954 , a total of 9, 323 inspections were G~de through-

out tb.e Colony; these i r..cluded hot els , f2.ctor i c s 9 pri v2-te 

hospita ls, old peoples' hones , conv ents , boGrcing ~nd l odginc 

houses of which follow-up i ns .ec tions and routine i n ­

spections were carri ed out. 

36 . Proposed new buildings 2.nd alt erations to exi.sting 

building were a l so inspected . 

37. Seven legnl notices were served and one owner compl1sd 

with the r equirements . Legal proceedings were i nstitut ed 

agains t three and the r Gmaining no tic es are unexoired . 

38 . Publicity Propaganda 

Fire Prev ention sli des continue to be proj ected ~n 

the screens of cinemas in George town 2nd New Ams t cr d2.m. 

~ . Public Rel ations 

Fire Prevent ion bootc s were on displ ay a t Fa irs spon­

sored by t he League of Col oured Peopl es and the Brit ish 

Guiana $2..nat an Tiharma 1'/iaha Snbha . Pi ctures depicting 
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var ious aspects of Fire Prevention wer e exhi bit ed and 

demonstrations on how to avoid electri cal and oi l stove 

fir es were given. The Fire Prevent i on branch i n New 

Amsterdam also held displays at the Esplanade , Rose Hall, 

Port Mourant and Albion at the invi t :::t i on of the Corn:iuni ty 

Centr es . On each occasion, a large number of people 

attended and showed a keen interest in the proceedings . 

Fire Prevention pharpl ets on "Hints on Fire Protection" 

wer e also distribut ed . 

40. At the i nvitation of the Booker Group of Compani es 

i n Georgetown, a series of l ectures on "Means of Escape 

f rom fire II and "Fire Pr evention i n I ndustr ial pre;li1ise s " 

were given to various groups a t the Thea tre Guil d , after 

whi ch discussions were held . 

41. A spec i al two week course of training was Qlso under­

t aken by a member of the Demba Censtabul ary . 

42. Press 

The good relation between the pr ess and the Brigade 

cont inued . Seven press conferences were held during th~ 

yenr and arr.ong mat t ers discus sed were 1108.re and ms.intencmce 

of oil s toves " o.nd "The c2.rel ess disposal of unserviceable 

ma t erials". The Pres s co- oper a ted generous l y and gz.ve pub­

licity to the va rious points r::1ised . 

43. Visits 

Organised groups of school children, Poli ce r ecruits 

and members of Youth Clubs visited the Fire Brigade Head­

que.rt er s and Fire Prevention branch. They wer e c. l so taken 

on a t our of the Fire Boat Station and a lively interest 

was shown by them all . Several groups from the Boy Scouts 

Movement were tra ined and Cert if icat es i ssued for the Fire­

Fight e r and Fireman ' s badge . 

44. General Observ~tions 

All members of the Brigade continued to perform their 

/20 •••• 

i':' 
';) (f/ 



I 

-~ 

- 20 -

duties cheer fully. They have worked herd to maintain 

t he high st'"ndard of effic i ency which is o:f v i tnl import­

anc e especia lly when d e2ling with fires i n a city in 

which ~ost of the buildings a r e const ructed of wood a 

•· I hav e the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your obed i ent ~ervant , 
I r ' . -:r· . . 

Chief Fire Offic er. 
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No. of Sqb Head 
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5 
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7 

8 

9 

10 
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Ex.E,e ndi ture Br i tish Gu i ana Fire Brigade 

1963 

Head 23 - Mi nistry of Home Affair s - Fire 

Prevention Department 

Ti tle of Sub Head 

Personal Bmoluments 

Other Charges 

Transport and Travelling 

Fuel, oil and grease 

Spares, Repairs and Replacement 

Ambulance and First Ai d 1qui pment 

Auxiliary Unit 

Maintenance of pi pelines in 
Commerci al Area 

Uni forms and Bedd i ng 

Funeral t xpenses 

Miscellaneous 

Extraordinar y 

Purchase of ~quipment 

Auxiliary Fire ~quipment etc . 
For Government Buildings 

Summary 

Total, Personal Emoluments 
Total , Other Charges 

Total Recurrent Vote 

Total ~xt raord i nary 

Totc1,l of Head 

Expenditure 

$ 462,398 . 00 

12,009 . 00 

8,108 . 00 

30,060. 00 

534.00 

1,565 . 00 

908 . 00 

24,484 . 00 

1,937 . 00 

$ 79,605 . 00 

$ 54,179 . 00 

7,669 . 00 

$ 61,848 . 00 

$462,398 . 00 
79,605 . 00 

$542,003 . 00 

61,848 . 00 

$603,851.00 
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