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1986-07-30         16:55 – 17:05 hrs 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

16:55 hrs 

 Mr. Kwayana: Mr. Speaker, this Motion raises before us the whole question of 

human rights which is a modern movement at which many of us are free to scoff if we 

like. But in the end it offers not only to communities but to each individual the right 

to feel justified about any punishment that might be handed down or any right 

perceived to be denied o actually denied. It is a very important thing in the whole 

nature of the consciousness of modern humanity and I am a little surprised at the 

levity with which, at time, it is approached. Human rights are not a gimmick. Of 

course, anything can be made into a gimmick if people want to. But it is not basically 

a gimmick. It is because of human rights – whether they call it that or not – that a lot 

of progress has come about. The whole question of the right to differ from those in 

power is an important aspect of this question and I say it is an important aspect of 

this question regardless of the ideology and I am stating this as a university fact. So 

that every individual can have the right to feel justified and correctly treated because 

mechanisms exist to bring this about. 

 When we think of some of the great inventions from which modern life has 

benefited and modern knowledge … imprisoned and treated as rebels. Very often, the 

rebel of today is the genius or the reformer of tomorrow and I am making a very 

serious appeal to the Government benches to look again at this question of the 

Protocol. The hon. Member who spoke for the Government did not say, but implied 

that there is some perhaps loss of dignity, perhaps loss of sovereignty in exposing 

oneself – I repeat he did not say so, but this was the inference – to signing this 

Protocol. Hence, why would he oppose it? I hope I interpret it to his credit. Will he 

please pardon me if I am wrong? 

 We have been told of situations in Asia where countries have not rushed to 

sign this Protocol. But that is not the question. Where we live we must seek to 

establish the best possible conditions. We must strive to be the example and not point 

to others as the example and not always point to others as the example. That may be 

another fault of the colonial mentality. I want to ask whether the United Nations in 

their majority – I would assume that this instrument 
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