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14:20 hrs 

 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS ETC. 

 

The following papers were laid: 

(1) Annual Report for the Ministry of Justice for the year 1985. [The Vice President, First 

Deputy Prime Minister and Attorney General].  

(2) Annual Report of the Ministry of Energy and Mines for the year 1984. [The Minister of 

Regional Development, on behalf of the Deputy Prime Minister, Planning and 

Development]. 

(3) Annual Report of the Guyana Co-operative Insurance Service for the year 1984. 

(4) Annual Audited Reports (2) of the National Insurance Scheme for the years 1983 and 

1984.  

(5) Annual Report on the Office of the Auditor General for the year 1985. 

(6) Customs Duties (Amendment) Order 1986 (No.33), made under section 8, of the Customs 

Act, Chapter 82:01 on 14th July, 1986 and published in the Gazette on 26th July, 1986. 

(7) Consumption Tax (Amendment) Order 1986, (No.34), made under section 4 of the 

Consumption Tax Act, Chapter 80:02 on the 5th August, 1986 and published in the 

Gazette on 9th August, 1986. 

(8) Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Order 1986, (No.35), made under 

section 5 of the Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Act, Chapter 27:11 on 

24th July, 1986 and published in the Gazette on the 16th August, 1986. 

(9) State Pensions (George Carter) Order 1986 (No.44), made under section 4 of the State 

Pensions Act, Chapter 27:04 on 25th August 1986 and published in the Gazette on 27th 

September 1986. 

(10) State Pensions (Henwood Adrian) Order 1986 (No. 46), made under section 4 of the State 

Pensions Act, Chapter 27:04 on 13th October, 1986 and published in the Gazette on 18th  

October, 1986.  

 

The Speaker:  Comrades I have received two matters relating to motions of privilege from 

the honourable member Mr. Kwayana. One deals with that on the 30th July, 1986 the 

Assembly passed a motion at item five on the Order paper without dissent and contrary to 

the terms of that motion the Executive is proceeding with Municipal Elections under existing 

legislation as expressed in Chapter 28:03.  

 The other matter is he wishes to raise a question of privilege that the Assembly appoints a 

Special Select Committee to investigate all the evidence in possession of the police and or the 

Director of Public Prosecutions concerning the allegations against a former Deputy Prime Minister.  

 I received these matters only sometime this afternoon. I understand they were delivered 

about 10:30 hrs this morning and I have not been able 
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to address my mind properly to these matters of privilege and I cannot give any permission for it to 

be raised now, however, I am informed that we will meet on Friday at which time I will consider 

whether permission will be granted to raise these matters at hand.  

 

 QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS 

 

 Mr. Kwayana: On a point of order Mr. Speaker, I think the Minister of Finance is in arrears 

regarding is in arrears regarding some answers due to me that answers questions to Ministers which 

were due on the 30th July when we last met. I should like to have your guidance on this matter. 

 The Speaker: I think you are enquiring in respect of some paper in respect of a motion or a 

question which the Minister had promised to lay in the House on that date and which was not 

forthcoming.  Now that you raised it I will make investigation and let you know on Friday what the 

position is. 

 

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON DEFINITE 

MATTERS OR URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 

Acute shortage of rice bags 

 Cde. C. Jagan: Mr. Speaker, I wrote you on the 27th October in connection with a matter of 

urgent definite public importance, namely the shortage of rice bags which is seriously affecting the 

rice industry. I hope that you and the House will agree to have the debate on this matter on an 

adjournment motion. This matter as I said is very very urgent. 

 The Speaker: You cannot be in default because you have sent this matter a long time, I had 

ample opportunity to consider this motion and I confess I am in some doubt as to whether it really 

qualifies or not, as I explained to you. However, against all the usual norms where is there doubt, 

you allow it to be given in favour of the other side, on this occasions I am changing the norm and I 

will allow you to raise it later on.  

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Presentation and First Reading 

 

A Bill intituled: 

 “An Act to amend the Municipal and District Councils Act”. 

  [The Minister of Regional Development]. 
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 LOCAL DEMOCRATIC ORGANS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1986 – Bill No. 13/1986  

 

 A Bill intituled:  

 

  “An Act to amend the Local Democratic Organs Act.” 

 

 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL 1986 – Bill No. 14/ 1986 

 

 A Bill intituled: 

 

  “An Act to amend the Local Government Act.” 

 

 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENACTMENTS (AMENDMENT)  BILL 1986 – Bill No. 15/1986  

 

 A Bill intituled: 

 

“An Act to amend the Municipal and District Councils Act and the Local Authorities 

(Postponement of Elections) Act and to validate certain acts of councilors. [The 

Minister of Regional Development].  
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14:50 hrs 

  

 (Cde. Basir continues) 

 

I should tell this House right now that are more than forty six trailers laden with paddy …. while we 

are here interested in production to export these produce to have foreign currency, our produce is 

being allowed to deteriorate. Cde. Speaker, not only empty bags is the main question but when a rice 

farmer goes into the fields and he is of the opinion that he cannot get fertiliser, he cannot get empty 

bags, the roads are not well kept…. of that rice farmer, as such it was admitted in this Parliament 

that instead of having fifty thousand rice families as we had in the past, we are now down to about 

nineteen rice families and all this has come about because of the poor infrastructure in relation to 

the rice industry. It is unfortunate that I have to say this but we have so many Ministers in 

Agriculture it is difficult to know who is who and I hope within a short time I will be able to make 

very good acquaintances with our new Cde. Minister here. Comrade I sometimes wonder to know 

why can’t we examine Guyana and see that we need a bag factory in Guyana, we need a fertiliser 

plant, we need a cement factory and I sometimes ask myself why we spend fifty seven million dollars 

to build so many things and an important thing like agriculture we don’t have a bag factory. Don’t 

tell me we can’t do it, we have experimented with so many things and there was no attempt 

whatever to have …..grown in this country. Cde. Speaker, if you travel along the Essequibo Coast 

now, there should have been forty six thousand acres of farmland and thirty thousand of rice land, 

only twenty thousand is being planted. Why? It is not because people simply want to run away but 

because bags are not there. I can invite you over as I normally do in this Parliament, go on the 

Essequibo Coast, you will see thousand of bags of paddies lying under the houses and these people 

like to have their paddies taken into the mill. Right now on the Essequibo Coast there are some 

farmers buying bags to assist. It is a very serious situation. We don’t only want to come here and say 

what we are saying, we want to put an end to this situation. Cde. Speaker, I want to invite this 

Parliament and invite you also because there is no rice industry, there would be no production, no 

Parliament and no Speaker also. Cde. Speaker, this situation is most disgusting in this country and 

we are supposed to report to the people but 

15 



1986-11-03         14:50 – 15:00 hrs 

the situation dealing with bags is disgusting. I would like to urge this House and ask the Minister 

concerned to make every effort to deal with such an important industry. One Minister came here and 

said we must have these bulk trailers, that is the trailers must have ….and fetch the paddy and 

bring it to the mill. I have seen several bulk laden trailers of paddy brought to the mill and by the 

time you get it to the mill it is sub-standard. This is precisely what happens right now in Anna 

Regina, one man brought A grade paddy, sold the paddy, when they are ready to prepare the paddy 

it is third grade paddy. I don’t want to go into the statistics to tell you how much the farmers are 

getting but the question of having implemented trailers is not practical on the Essequibo Coast 

because dams are badly kept and when the combiners allow the paddy to go into these wooden 

trailers many of them find themselves in the trench. If we are to continue keeping noise after noise 

about empty bags and so on, some Minister, or somebody concerned ought to take this matter 

seriously and therefore I wish to urge this Parliament to make a desperate effort to save this 

industry and many other industries which are vitally important to Guyana.  

 Mr. Kwayana:  Mr. Speaker, I want to tackle this matter from another angle. Some questions 

have been asked, I have a ….of the knowledge of what goes on in the distribution of bags especially 

from the West Coast of Berbice, in various parts of the Essequibo Coast and other parts of the 

country. There are cases in which Agricultural Officers would assign say three hundred bags to a 

rice farmer according to the number of acres cultivated. When he goes into Burma that is cut down 

say by a half to one hundred and fifty, but even that one half is not available. This is the kind of 

plight and dilemma that the farmers are in. Others more knowledgeable of the rice industry have 

spoken at length, I want to pose the following questions and I hope the answers will come when the 

government replies. Is this trade in bags handled by the public sector or by the private sector? Is it a 

matter also for speculation as is sometimes said? Some months ago when I was in Corriverton there 

was serious reports from many rice farmers that the bag twine was being sold at extraordinary 

prices on the street and was not available to farmers. Allegations were made, I wrote to the Rice 

Authorities to ask them whether 
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they could confirm these allegations. There was no reply, but we must be told how this very 

important trade is handled, whether it is the responsibility of a particular public sector agency is it 

one of the things up for grabs for private negotiations and dealings while the interest of the rice 

farmer, of the industry and the country suffers.  

 The Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture (Cde. P. Mckenzie) –  

Cde. Speaker, with reference to the availability of bags for paddy and rice at this time, permit me to 

say that arrangements were made to several agencies to obtain $1.9 m bags. The agencies included 

Leonards of Holland, Fiat Limited of Italy and International Resources Corporation of the United 

States. The schedule of supply of the bags was to be one hundred and fifty bags in June and three 

hundred thousand in each July, August and September and in addition Cde. Speaker, the 

manufacture of bags by Wrays Enterprise, a local company is due mainly to delays in shipping 

arrangements and in payment for those bags, delays in payment for the bags, they did not arrive 

until commencing mid October when one hundred thousand bags arrived from Trinidad, ten 

thousand from the United States and on 29th October at 16:00 hrs the MV Villan arrived from 

Rotterdam, Holland with four hundred and sixty jute bags. 

 Cde. Speaker, the number of bags in the country at the commencement of the crop were three 

hundred and fifty thousand bags and these were available and they were made up primarily of bags 

purchased from traditional suppliers, shipment brought in from the United States and through 

recycling.  
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