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1986-12-29 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 14:20 - 14:30 hrs

(Cde. Or. Jagan continuss)
and tae internatliomal financial institutions are guite correct. Why should
they keep bailing out money to this country wlen it is Deing spent in a
way which helps to infuse the deficit and that in turn causes iy problems

espacially with debt payment
in the country/becausz when we have a deficit like tiat we have o borrow

from the local bankin: system and tuis means paying about eighteen
intersst
million dollars/per year, eighteen million doliars in interest alone, tuere-
fore this country aeeds financial strinzency. 3dvery now and then you resd
that the President has this Adviszr and thet Adviser and we dons sven know
how zuch they are being paid. So many Adviscrs, so meny iinisters, so many
Vice Prezidents, iy do we need more people here when we have so many
Ministers so many Vice Presidenis and Deputy Prime Minister, then that
whole guestion of the
applias also te the/fuyans ilatural Kesources agency . Government has not
come nezre before, even as a mtter of courtesy to the Rouse to say that Tor
So and so reasous we want such an Agzncy. Whatis  thie role of this
Agency, wrat will it do tust aMinistry cannot do if the Ministry was
fuactioring properly so I dont know if this is one of the means of giving
one of our boys whoarereturning = job. Wehavethe gane thing on the
next page wiere my colleague asked for information relating to what was
spant for punlication as aguinst sscurity. Tnis country spends a lot of
supplenzitary
money here. Hereto we sce am/e stimate almost equal to whatws sought
at the deginning of the year, 290,000 sousat at the beyinning of the
year and now taere is a supplementary of $225,000. Whatdoweneed so many
publications for, reams and reams of publicaticns are beinz put out all
tas tine, whatfor! Do we have the need to sell Guyana so much. Does the
Governnsnt see the need to dothat, that is why wez are spending sc nuch
money for this head. Idon’t know, we should be told exactly what the

rirted publications are, is thiz distinct from what the Ministry of

o

&

Information  is doiny or is this printing referring only to what is done
at the fresidential Jffice. Then tnere is this item 11, overtime %o vay

Guyana Mansgemsnt Tustitute for servicss rendered. I would like to know

Cde. Speaker, whatis Guyana Management Instituts and waat are the services



1986-12-29 14:20 ~ 14:30 hrs

they are talking about here. These are the gquestions I would like %o

ask.
The Speaker: Cde. Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister : Cde. Chairmen, on item one, this here relates

to funds needed to meet increases paid to certain staff which included
as I think my good friend alluded to salary to Cde. Tyndall who is
Special Representative on Trade and Investment and Communication
posted in the United States of America. As you are aware the world is
becoming a very complex place and it is felt by the Government that we
needed someone with the experience and calibre of Cde. Tyndall to follow
up a number of matters which arise from time to time, negotiations,
discussions, preposals, because we found that very often at the level
of correspondence and even telephone messages we were not as effective,
experience the
it was felt that with his/investment is a worthwhile one and in fact we
nave already seen work by the appointment of Cde. Tyndall.
in

In addition, established with/the Office of the Fresident was a
Public Interest unitwhich is headed by Cde. Rashid and it is to deal
with the several things raised by members of the public so that we can
be sensitise and also to sensitise the public in terms of what is
happening in the system generally. The other one raised about NIS is a
routine matter and I am surnpiised there is question about it, I have

smployees

no response to this except it is to neet/contribution due to the
increase in the permanent cost in the head one to which I just alluded

Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud asked about the categories falling under
the head of subhead 205. This really Cde. Spsaker, is to deal with the
same thing we are talking about, the additional Adviszers, we n2ed to
provide for the gratuities and pensions of these very new Officers
referred to in section 1, so in fact it is the same question which
covers 4 and 5.

The Guyana Hatural Resources Agency, Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud
is not accurate. e do not at this point in time have a lMinister nor
a Ministry of Bnergy and Mines as he said. If you look carefully there
is no such Minister unless you can identify a person here who is the
Minister of Mines, so my friend is not accurate and therefore the person
appointed there was Cde. Winston King a man with enormous expsrience in

6



1986-12-29 14:20 - 14:30 hrs
dealing with tnese international agencies and energy and mines is
primorily concerned and big Corvorations and entitiszs and we need
someone with the experience and some with the calibre of Cde. Hinston
Kingwhohasa good patriot has returned to serve his country and has
already put to tne services of tuis country awealth of experisnce

he gathered over tihe past few ysars. The office is in Brickdam, east
of Camp Street on the northern side of Srickdam, you can go and see

it there and the question wiaether taere is a legal status for it, Lam
not sure what is meant by that. It is established and what we are doing
here is part of the formalisation of that Agency or BEntity.

Puels and lubricants, yes Cde. Speaker, I myself, we are always concerned
with tle way these things are preseanted but we nhave a problem with the
financial people. Very often we do not get statements in time and thae
bills for tae current year and therefore there is always hang over from
one year to the next and they represent two things, uwapaid bills and
the fact that you have had an incrzase in a number of things in this

particular agency.,



TAKE
14:30 - 15:00 HRS
MISSING




1986-12-29 15:00 — 15:10 hrs
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

15:00 hrs

(Cde. Jagan continues)

You are the biggest machinery for making evil propaganda against yourself what you are
performing as a Government and no public relations firm could clean out all that dirt. Ask
the Prime Minister when he went to New York what kind of reception he got. /The Prime
Minister: Excellent/ How many of them blood you? /The Prime Minister: None./Cde.
Speaker, I am repeating again, this should be scrapped out of the Estimates and if they
have already paid then let us conclude the arrangements. I notice Mr. Nascimento is now
back in Guyana. Send him back we do not need him here. I do not know if the CIA sent him

here.

The Minister of Information and Public Service: (Cde. Harewood-Benn): Cde.
Chairman, if I were in a court I would have said I rest my case because Mr. Jagan’s
exhibition just now I think is amply evidence of the fact that we need more printing done,
even more publicity campaigns to counter the things that he has obviously gone on saying.
It was significant too that he was constrained to say that not all is lie. Clearly again in a

court of law, certainly some lie. We propose to do our utmost to conquer this.

On the question of, I believe I am permitted to answer this, Mr. Kwayana alluded to
it, of the insecurity. I would like to say here that all managers concerned have good and
proper reasons for whatever stops, whatever action they took. It was all in an arrangement
to improve circumstances, improve functioning of the various agencies. Today is the 29th
Cde. Speaker, the day after tomorrow is the time when we make resolutions and I would be
very grateful if perhaps we could advise Mr. Kwayana to resolve not to champion causes

when there is no good to champion a cause. Champion when there is a need.

As far as the Guyana News Agency concerned, it has the function which it continues
to perform. The question of increased subventions was asked 26 times this afternoon. I
cannot give the answer now. I do not know the exact amount of the subvention. It is an
agency that is performing a function that is very necessary. I do not know if that answers

all the questions which have been raised so far.

Cde. Dr. Jagan: I would like to ask a question on Item 14, dealing with increased
subscriptions to overseas news agency. I mentioned this because I think the Minister
should look into this. When you read the Chronicle you see a lot of items from A.P. and
sometimes from U.P.I. These are the imperialist agencies that the Minister of Foreign
Affairs will complain about. Mr. Nascimento the Communications Advisor to the President
will also complain about this. We complain about them and then we talk about a new
information order, where we must use our own agencies in the Third World, agencies from
the socialist countries and so on. You look through the papers even the New Nation and you




will see a lot of imperialist news. Why is it we are not using CANA. It is a regional entity
and we are not using that. We are using that rarely, why is that so? Here is an institution
which is developed in the Caribbean as an attempt to bring about more information and
give more publicity to the region as a whole. I would have thought that the Government not
only should not pay more subscriptions to these people, I am speaking specifically about
those agencies which are originating in the capitalist world. We must shift, or if we want to
use them down-grade them. Do as you do with CANA. Shift the emphasis around as you do
with CANA and other progressive socialist agencies. Why are you not using the progressive
socialist agencies? You are using mainly capitalist agencies in the imperialist states and
you have to pay a lot of money too. I wish to ask the Minister to look at this and give it

some attention because it is in the interest of the country.

Cde. Faroze Mohamed: Cde. Chairman, I wonder if the Minister will give an

undertaking that she will make available to Members of Parliament the materials produced
by this firm. I ask this keeping in mind that this will help us to better appreciate or
understand the usefulness and effectiveness of this firm doing work which the Minister
says is necessary for us in Guyana. I think this will be a very good gesture on her part if she

makes materials available to us.

Cde. Harewood-Benn: Cde. Chairman, perhaps I need a little clarification from the

Member is necessary. Are you referring to minutes of meetings and so on?

The Speaker: I think what he is asking for is whatever publication you have on the

press or radio.

Cde. Harewood-Benn: I think Cde. Chairman, I am going to have a little problem

with that because I would have to go back some years to get newspaper clippings and so on.

The Speaker: No, he is talking about publications from now on.

Cde. Harewood-Benn: I will certainly give that undertaking in the coming year. On

the question of socialist news agencies, we have an arrangement with TASK and Pronsa
Latina and the only time when we do not get materials from them is when for some reason
or the other our machine break down. Right now there is a man in the Soviet Union
learning how to operate the machine and maintain it. There is no conspiracy on our part of
anything like that to keep out your people. Concerning CANA, we have an extremely warm
relationship with them. You would know that we did not have anything for some time but
last year we started and I think that programme is going very well indeed so we really have

not forgotten anybody.

10



1986-12-29 15:00 — 15:10 hrs

Mr. Kwayana: Mr. Chairman, we get no answer or excuse for the lack of an answer

on the question of security. I ask for a near guess to the nearest thousand dollars of ten

thousands if you like.

Cde. Harewood-Benn: Cde. Chairman, I think you said that there is no need to

answer everything. I have said that I do not deal in guesstimates especially in this

Assembly with people like Mr. Kwayana. /Applause/

11



1986-12-29 National Assembly 15:10 = 15:20 hrs

15:10 hrs

The Chairmagn: Pages 3 and 4, items (15) to (22).

Cde. Basir: Cde. Chairman, I wish to make some observations on item (17).
This haes to do with benefits and allowances. Here we are asking for $7,600 to
meet telephone charges for Members of Parlisment. On this issue I have a psrsonal
comment to mazke. As a Member of this FParliament of Guyana I have been denied
telephone services and I wish to use this forum to mske very strong objections.
I have applied and paid for the service but I have not been given that service
unto now. I think it is a question of discrimination. I would like to make
this complaint so that the Minister concerned can look into this question.

Cde. Thomss
r e . N - { ma . .
The Minister of Regional Develorpment (Cde. Thomas): Cde. Chairman, this

ig the first time that I am hearing of this complzint by the Member. I am sure
that if we knew of such s problem ws would have been sble to ensure that the
telephone service was made available. I would be happy if the Member could
draw it to the sttention of the Minister responsible for communications so that
we could look into the problem.

The Chairmgn: Page 4, items(23) to (25), inclusive.

Cde, Reepu Daman Persasud: Cde. Chairman, I would like to enquire under item
(24), Public and Police Bervice Commissions, Expenses Specific to the Agency,
whether the Ministry has bsen doing anything to attract Guysnese gualified
doctors who are outside, and probably within the Caribbean, to come and serve
this country. I do net know, and I would like to enguire again, is ittrue
to say that expatriate doctors enjoy vetter facilities. There seems to be
a current view that they get far better facilities than local doctors. As
a result that is a dis-incentive toour doctors. 1 azm not opposed to bringing
doctors from outside if we need them. I think we should get an adequate amount

f dectors to man the health centres. What is being done to attract Guysnese
2

gqualified doctors to come znd serve in Guyana?

The Prime Minister: Cde. Chairman, when we advertise and recruit

physicians from cutside Guysna we do so on the bssis of the person's competence.
Naturally, we prefer Guyanese to come back but we focus our attention to

filling felt needs and in any case the Ministry of Health has put in place

12
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an excellent programme for the training of Guyanese physicians here in Guyana.
In fact, we have in the system for the last year 2 substantisl inecrease in
physicians from the Co-operative Kepublic of Guyana.

The Chairman: Pages 5 and 6, items (26) to (57), inclusive., Fage 6, item
(38).

Cde. Reepu Damgn Persaud: Cde. Chairman, item (38), Ministry of Energy and

Mines, Subsidies and Contributions to Local and International Crgsnisations.
The legend here states to meet inspection feesassociated with the Guyana/
Venezuela 0il Agreement. This agreement wasneverlaid in this Parliament.

I think the Government is obligated to lay agreements of this kind to this
Assembly. The Government cannot operste in isolation of the total Parliament.
This country does not belong to a single political party or any party for
that matter. I think it is time that we recognise that areas as sensitive
as the one that deals with oil should be given a proper examinastion. What
kind of agreement the Government has entered into. We should see it and
know what it is. How long will this agreement last? Will we have to face
the experience we hazd in the past? What is the nature of the agreement?

Are we paying in cash for the oil supply? 1f not, how much we owe or will
owe at the 3lst December, 19856. I think these are sll areas pertinent

for any Parliament to look at when we deal with matters of this kind.

I want to say in spite of the fect that I hear that there is no Ministry

of Energy, there is a Ministry of Energy stated on the estimate. What
purpose this institution will serve and how leng they will gusranfee supply
of oil to this country and on what basis.

Mr. Kwavana: MNr. Chairman, the presentation of this vote here after
Members of this Assembly have callizd for the agreement to be presented and
after it has not been presented is really a piesce of presumption. I can
describe it in no other terms. The Deputy Prime Minister on the other side,
in answering a question, said he would be ready to make agreements available
once they did not contain anything secret, to paraphrase his words. Is
there anything secret in these oil agreements with Venezuela? Is that the

reason? Do they in any way compromise the sovereigniy of the country?

13
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We are left open to all these questions. There must be some reason and 1 do
not think it is a question of mere secrecy. I do not think the Government has
any interest in hiding from the country or even from the Assembly the price at
which fuel is landed. So 1 feel very uncomfortable being asked to vote for
these inspection fees when our requests for the agreements have not been met
even in summary, inspection fees to some local cr international organisation.
Can we please be told what organisation is carrying out this inspection?

too
It is really/general for us to accept.

14
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Cde. C. Jagan: Cde. Speaker, I would like to ask, what are we

inspecting. I know that we are excinanging bauxite for oil, is it that
we are calling for the inspection tosee what is coming into the country?
Whether te grades of o0il we are buying, whether those are the ones
being supplied or whether the bauxite which we are sending is of the
quality and grade etc. that we have committed ourselves To supply.
I dont know what this inspection is all about and we certainly would
like to know a little bit more especially since we dont have the
benefit of the agreement. I would like to look a little ahead on this
the
question too in relation toffrinidad situation. I know thatwe did
not pay our debts to Trinidad and as a result oil supplies were cut
off. Are we making any improvements in that area? Being a member of
obviously
Caricom/we have to think in terms of inker regional trade and oil is
very important for the Trinidad Government and Trinidad's economy and
so we would like to hear whether something has been done on that
score. I raise this not only by way of any divulgence but To point
out that we may be faced I hope not with a similar situation in
Venezuela, maybe not in the far distant future, I dont mean that we
would not be paying Venezuela because it is a barter arrangement but
we understand that large ore findings have been made of bauxite in
Venezuela and Venezuela from the reports which have been publicised
can become self sufficient in bauxite requirements for its alumina
factory and the plan tobuildan alumina factory is already operating
in Venezuela so in the near future we may very well find ourselves
I hope not as I said where we can be cut off from fuel because they
may not need our bauxite any longer.

I would like the Minister to tell us too whether there are any
problems with respect to the bauxite weare sending to Venezuela,
whether the Venezuelans are hapgy with the quality and gquantity of the
ore which we send to them sowe can continue to get the oil supplies
whicha re so essential to the consumer public and also to industry

and commerce in this country.

15



1986-12-29 15:20 - 15:300hrs

The Deputy Prime #inister, Planning and Development (Cde. H. Parris):

Cde. Speaker, I would dearly love to confine my comments to the
matter at hand on the paper, so let me begin by doing that very simply.
Tne inspection fees which are referred to here are fees paid to some
standard firm. There are about three of them, I dont remember tusir
names right now that anybody in the oil business, anytime you buy oil
whetaer it is out of ¥rinidad, Curacao or where you will find these
three firms represented. You always have to pick one for comuercial
ourposes as certifying to the documentation that what has veen put on
the ship meets the specification that the documentation says. It is
a firm that does the analysis of the oil and that kind of thing that
you put on the ship. Really there is nothing more that I dcan think
of, it is simply a standard firm that you pay for doing a standard
service. Tou have to do the service otherwise you camt process the
documentation and that is all it is. With respect to this matter,
the suggestion Cde. Speaker, I really dont want to deal with them but
thie whole gquestion of the agreememt. There seems to be some view
across that any agreement not laid in Parliament is one full of
secrecy and all sorts of shadows that people need to worry about
but I assure you that perhaps on our side maybe we are suffering fronm
something that we have grown accustomed to. Wedothis kind of business
so often that we dont really feel a compulsion to bring everything to
Parlisment. Let me say at the beginning there will be piles of paper
on the table. Let me say the following things about the Agreement.
Pirst of all, as nas beensaid in a number of things published inthe
press, the Agreement has nothing to do, it makes no mention of and
it was not based on any discussion on anytuing to do with the border
now,before or in the future. It in no way deals with that. It is a
straightforward comiercial agreement. (2) The Agreement is not a
barter agreement as I have nsard said. There is no barter element in
it, There is an element of purcihase of 05il, there is an element of
purchase of bauxite but you will not find the same of bauxite in fhe
game conbract that is in the contract of oil and this notion of saying
'the Agreement' is posing a problem. There is no one agreement. There

16
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are tarece agresnents. One for tue purchase of oil, Two - for « . + &
purchase of bauxite from Bidco, a seperate agreecnent. Three - an
agresment between the Venezuela Investment fund and the Bank of Guyana
that has to do with the credit that is associated with payment of oil.
There are therefore three Agreements, no one Agreement. In none of those
Agreements is there anything mentioned about the Venezuelan border
issue or anything of that sort. It is a straight bauxite purchase agree-
ment such as you will find in anybody who has got bauxite. There is a
straight oil Agreement such as you will find in the case when we bought
from Hsso. Yecu will find an oil Agreemsnt is an POB Agreement so that
this matter of hiding the delivered cost of o0il, even if you had the
agreement you would not know the delivered cost because the oil is sold
POB to port to Esso or Shell or Texaco or Guyoil.

Cde. Speaker, as I said I would not goin +to all tae complexities.
The straight answer to this questiom is that it is a routine inspection
intended to certify the gquality of the product that we take under that
oil Agreement. Thank you Cde. speaker.

Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud: Wewould like to know how longs this

dgreement is binding for. Whether one year, two years, five years, and
whether this Agreenent has an element that is why we would like to see

it, If it is one Agreement that affects o0il or two. Are we not entitled

in this Farliament to ask for any Agreement. We would like to see all
Agreements but on this particular occasion we are asking to see the oil
Agreement., The rarliament is calling upon us this afternoon to pass a

sum of money for this inspsction based on an Agrsement. We are expected

to contribute to this without knowing what the Agrcement is. Cde, Speaker,

I can speak as a merber of this House and tnere is no question of Minority

of debates

ané majority in sc far as the procedure and rules/ére concerned, I have no
doubt about that at all. I feel very s trong about that point, so weare still
calling To sce this Agreement in spite of the Cde. Deputy Prime linister's
answer and for some more detail because thie is a very important area. ¥e have

not had explamation so far for constant blackout, outages or whatever you call
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it, everybody is specmlating why. We would wish to konow, this is one
’ o MWUMLY Y Z b

area that the Parliament ouzht To be made aware of . Ycu cannot operate
as I said particularly in certain areas in isolation. We must have the
opportunity to air our views bhecavse our views would have besn thne views

of tne people in the street,
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aAnd so if we do not expreas our view who will and in order to do it we are
saying clearly no complexities, no agreements will be carrieds So how long
the agreoement will be binding for so that people could be assured or re-
assured in so far as oil is concernede What is so complex about that.

The Speaker: Who will respond to that?

Cdee Parris: I respond reluctantly., I am now dragged into the question
of GEC and I admitted that I did not want to deal with that.,

The Speaker: Cde. Parris only those questions you think are relevant

are bound to be answereds They are saying that as Members of Parliament
they are entitled to see the agreements, Whether or not you will let them
soe the agroement is a matter for your determination. They want to know
what is in the agreements so that they could make useful contributions or
tell the people something.

Cde, Parris: Cde. Speaker, I will be prepared to answer any questions

that peorle lave about the agreements. In terms of dealing with only those
matters which are relevant apart from whatwas said about being prepared to
answor any questions about the agreement, the agreement I believe was made
on May 1 and it was made for one year, In November we already had the
agreement with the Venezuelans to the extension of that agroement to a
calendar year 50 we are talking about all of 1987. So the agreement will
now be on a calendar yearbasisso it is only a matter of signing up the
documentes So the answer to your question is that the agreement has already
been agreed in terms of an extension for the rest of 1987, That is past
the original date in May 1987. I should note that the bauxite agreement

is on a normal calendar year basis, Anyscrutiny +that you wish to give

to the agreements I assure that we will bepleased to assist yOoUe

Cdee Reepu Daman Persaud: Cdo. Speaker, if I may crave your indulgence

inspite of the Minister saying that the agreement itself does not deal with
price I am sure the Minister must know or have an idea of prices. We would
1like to know what is the actual landed cost, how much the Government get
out of this,
The Speaker: I think the Minister is saying look if you want to see
the agreement come into the office and we will make it available to you
and you can see whatever is inside but I am not going into price and all

kinds of structure at this time.
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Cdce Roopu Daman Persaud: Cdo. Chairman, is it an agreement which

requires payment then supply of the oil or is there a credit system?
Tho Speaker: As I understand it he is saying if some person go
a copy
into the office they will make available/of the agreement or for you to

look at the agreement to be precisec,

Cdoe Dre Jagan: Cde. Speaker, I had 3sked here from time to time,

lay it on the table a lot of agreement with the IDB ==

The Speaker: He said he is making it available to you, you do not

hear?

Cde, Dr, Jagan: Yes, but I am trying to rebut his arguement.

The Speaker: FHe said he is willing to give it to you. You could
go and see it,

Cdoe Dre Jagan: I do not know what is the problem, The Minister
said some time ago whon we were asking for agreements that if it is secret
the Government cannot put out things which are sceret, If this is not a
secret why is it not on the table?

The Speaker: It is not a secrete He said ho is prepared to let you
have & look at ite

Cdes Dre Jagzan: Why is it not on the table then?

Th gaker: He ssid he is not prepared tec lay it here,

Cdee Dre Jagan: Why did he not make it available to all members

of tho Assembly? Is this how business is done? I would like to raise

one point thoughe The Minister said the agreements mrovided for F.O.R,
prices or F.0.Bs delivevy. The shortages which we have from time to time
is that due to the fact that we have to contract other peorle to bring the
fuel in end the question arise from time to time that we do not have the
fereign exchange to pay thom. Would it not be better to ask the Veneguelans

who run shipping companies to supply us here with C.I.Fe transportation
and so one The Minister is confirming that we have a P.0.B. arrangement.

That means that we have to find other people to transport the oil and

I understand that these people are demanding foreign exchange. Would

it not be better to go back to the Penezuclans and ask them to bring the
oil here and we will pay you in bauxite. The Minister told us that they

had three agreoments but we all know in reality it is bauxite in exchange

t or Oil .
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We understand how the thing is wopking but that is the reality of ite
Let us therefore negotiate with them to pay our transportation cost too
with bauxite 5o we would not have this hold up from time to time and the
everybody suffering in the darkness.

The Speaker: You see, Cde. Parris, if you had stopped just when

I said I would not have had all this trounle,

Pages 7,8,9, and 10, Items 39 - 67.

Cde, Basir: Cde, Speaker, items 59 Head 36, subhead 301l. There is

@ number of heads dealing with health progranmes and so forth but I want
to raise some questions on this specific head which says, other health
programmes, expenses specific To the agencies. I am wondering if under
other health programmes Malaria is included in this programme because we
have a serious provlem of dealing with Melaria and whether it has to do
with the eradication of Malariaes If so would the Minister be in a position
to say what is the present position of Malaria eradication programme in
view of the position that this guestion of Malaria is a serious one for
not only

residents in the interior, It is creating a problem/in the gold and
diamond areas but also in the ferming areas hecause the pecple are migratinge.
I am wondering if the Mirister is in a position to say whether in these
Estimates if there is a programme to deal with the eradication of Malaria.

and contributions
Cde. Dre Jagan: Item L4 Cde. Speaker subsidies/to local and

internetionzl orgenizations. From about three—guarter million dollars
estimated we now have nearly one and one-third million dollars, This is
an extraordinary jumps Maybe the Minister will be able to tell us what
we mean here by Local and International Organizations, Does it mean for
instance the University for the training of Doctors, If that is so then

maybe we need to increase this amount.

21



TAKE
15:40 — 15:50 HRS
MISSING

22




1986-12-29 FAT TONAT ASSEMBLY 15:50 - 16:00 hrs

(Cde. Van wzst Charles continues)
So he is aware of tae responsibility, I am glad that he can nelp us
being a respongible ilember of Parliament to carry tne drug preventative
programiuic. wWith regard to nis observations I would not agree with
you as far as the  Ministry of Health because the building which you have
seen is the entomological section which is Jjust being repaired, it is
about to be painted and as farasthe number of people you seec on the
spares, those are people who come out of the Cuyuni and come to George-
town for dizgnosis but the capability nas been improved as far as
placing people at Ttabali and within Bartica itself so within the
coming years there should be no need for people to come out from those
areas to have the diagnosis in Georgetown. I think I have ansvered all
the questions.

The Speaker: Page 10, items 68 and iteus 69to78 on pages 11-12.
Page 12, items 79 to 83, page 13, item 84.

Cde. Beepu Daman Persaud: Cde. Speaker, again we have to make the

same criticism ard T am sure you will find favour with it. This sum of
2.5 million dollars is to be spent in the first instance for increased
compensation claims. Whnat kind of compensation, we ought to kmow and we
would like to know what portion of the total sum would be spent for
those claims or have been spent on those claims. (b) Bxpenses on
conferences held in Guyana, we feel that that sum also should be
seperate and clear and not bulked in this total sum because C speaks of
expenses in relation to official missions and visite to Guyana. Since
it has not been spelt out I hove the Cde. iinister answering would find
no difficulty in stating to the House exactly what sum represents
compensation claims, conferences held in Guyana and then what sum
represents official missions and visits to Guyana.

The linister of Finance (Cde. C. Greenidge): ''hank you Cde.

Chairman. The two questions can be quite easily answered. The
Governuent has you know has on various occasions been required to

compensate persons for injuries suffered, either as Policemen, students
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as employees of the state and it is not a new head, it is a fairly
standard one. In relation to the amount associated with these three
elements, I can say that the item (a) these compensation claims amounts
to about $460,000, the conferences %1,707,600 and the officilal missions
are $107,200.

The Speaker: Page 13, item 85, page 14, items 85 - 93.

Cde. Reepu Daman Persaund: Cde. Chairman, weare not opposed to

any effort or campaign by the Government to control smuggling, s o long

as .« o but there is a very soaring question and I tanink it is known
throughout the country, I am sure the Government is aware, is that
pursuant to these campaigns, these anti smuggling campaign, goods are
usually seized from people, t here seems to be no procedure to the disposal
of tnese goods. I have got names but I dodt want to indulge in names, I
want the Minister tosy tothe House if there are procedures and whatare
these procedures? I am sure you arenotunaware Cde. Chairman, of rumours.
Aman specifically says tney seized X number of a particular item from
him but when he is charged sometimes he is charged fer less than fifty

per cent of what seized from him, what happens to the remaining fifty

per cent? This is countrywide, if the dinister does not know this, if
the Government does not know this, something is wrong. Everyone knows

what is happening. In fact, it would appear in this country that because
this anti smuggling campaign is on that sometimes people who are supposed
to carry out these campaigns carry them out without even authority from
upstairs and then they distribute what is seized among themselves without
any action. It is very true and the pecple who feel it most are the very
small people, very small people with 1little items. I fezl that rarliament
should be alerted on this matter and T would like a very positive response
from the iinister on this question so that if goods are seized from any-
body these people should immediately be given receipts saying what was
taken from them at the time of seizure. This is not being done and I want
to ecall for this very strongly this afternoon witih a wiew that something
really happens because people are entitled to legal r ecourse. They

ought to be able tosy these are the items, I have got the necessary
documentation to support, but what happens on many occasions when
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seizures are carried is that the people are not in posession of their

duty slips and vhat have you and the items are taken away. So the
people ought to be armed with receipts to say what was taken from them
with the right of any recourss, that is representation and legal recourse
and it reaches the point where there is an order based on tae velevant
procedures of tae law, the statute or orders by the lagistrate, then

I would expect that the Magistrate rust make an order with respect to
its disposal and the way of disposal should be very clear to everyone
because one would ask, what the revenue acrues from these seized items
are they reflected in any way in the estimates. One would be forced to
ask a question like that because one would like to know that at the
conclusion of all tnese campaigns during the course of a year and if
there have been seizures and those articles were sold, what amount of
that has been collected from such sales and where those amounts are
reflected in the estimates. Apart from all of that I think it is very
opportune, it is very timely that sometning be done positively at the
highest level, that the Parliament be alerted, that the Minister takes
action totell those who are going fto carry out this process that they

are not a law unto themselves.
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(Cde. Greenidge continues)
»rather than pay. So when we hear these complaints about people neving to
in order not to be harrassed,
make payments,/it is usuelly a signal that they themselves have something to
hide. We will prosecute officers where evidence is brought to us of people
meking demands in these typss of szction,

May I say finally that the arrangements as they stand require that the
person who has his goods seized signs something indicating that they are in
agreement with the quantity that is seized. This means that there ought not
to be instances of any disparity of the amount collected and the amount taken
to court. As far as perishable commodities are ccncerned it is not always
possible if the matter is not taken to court immedistely, for the specific

seized
amount/to be taken to court. So, Cde. Chairman, as far as the concerns
that are raised are concerned, I would like to say that on this side of
the Assembly we also have a concern to ensure that agencies operate within
the confines of the law. If the comrades on the other side have specific
instances, we would be havpy to investigate those instances. A&s far as
the rules that govern the operations of the department of Customs and
Excise are concerned, those rules set down very clearly what officers can
do, what they ought to do to ensure that citizens are proitected from the
improper disposal of the commcdities and the rules also apply to the
disposal of commodities when the court has pronounced after action has been

taken.

The Chairman: Pages 14 and 15, items (94} to (100). Page 15, item (101).

Page 16, items (103) and (104). Page 16, item (105).

Mr, Kwosvana: WMr. Chairman, my question comes under ( item (105),
Rates and Taxes and Subventions to Local Authorities. I take it that since
it appears here it is z subvention. While I welcome it, I assume it has to
deal with the piling up of rubbish around the town. I hope they will not
miss the lamsha canal in its present state and others flowing through the
city. 1 would like to know something of the policy in the rural areas which

are also in a very bad state for sanitation and environmental condition.
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Cde, Thomas: Cde. Chairman, as the Member recognises, this provision
represents a subvention to the Georgetown City Council. Unfortunately, the
Member might be aware that articulation of Government's policy is normally
done during the course of debate and since we are %o be debating the 1937
estimates then T expect that the Member will be sble to question policy and
seek for clear articulation.

Mr. Kvayana: I thought the Minister was going to promise an articulation
of Government's policy. He wants me to question asgain and again.

The Chairman: Capital Bstimates, items (1) 1o (3}.

Cde. MNokta: Cde. Chairman, I just have a few short questions on item

s

(1)

linistry of Works, Mausoleum. The legend says to meet additional
expenditure on the Hausoleum, The voted provision was $1,000,000 and now

we are asking for $2,000,000 more. In the context of Guyana and our economy,
I think this is quite a huge sum of money for a construction of that type.

I would like to ask the Minister what type of material was used for the
construction of this Mausoleum. Secondly, is this the final sum being

asked for or does the Minister envissge that more money would be voted in

same supplementary estimate in the future.

Cde, Rezpu Daman Persaud: Cde., Chairman, item (2), Acquisiticn of
Property. We have a sum of #1.5 million under this subhead and this sum
is supposed torepresent two areas. Cne is, to provide for the acquisition
of Charlestown Saw Mills Limited and, two, land for the President's Collesge.
Would the Minister tell us what sum represents acquisition of the
Charlestown Sawmills and what sum represents the lands for the President's
College. Are these sums the final sums or they zre initial payments?

Mr, Kwgyana: Mr. Chairman, I have some accounting problems with this
first item, Mausoleum. I am sorry that relatives of the deceased are

present in this Assembly at the moment. The original amount voted in 1986

Estimates was ¥3.5 million to be expended between February, 1986 and June,

1987, The amount for 1986 was %1 million.
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(Mr. Kwayana continues)

The foreign element of that was $1.275m. does this supplementary means
that this provision sought of $2M is supplementary to the 1986 element as

voted or to the entire amount of $3.5M and so far as the other accounting
provlems are concerned I should like some breakdown of tae expendiiure.
There are some artistic work going into that and I should like to khow
whether that artistic work has been paid for or whether it is simply
the casting of it byanhonourable meiber's firm I think, desyite the
suggestions in the constitution about contracts, I say suggestion, which
are included in that reported sum for artistic work. So it is a gquzstion
of the sfructure and the expenditure, whether it is all finished now,
whether the @5.5 has been spent and this is an additional $2M or
whether thisis $2Monthe 1966 clemsnt since it was to run until June
1987.

The ¥Yrime uinister: Cde. Ipeaker, this sum is for the supplemental

to the 1986 element and the breakdown, I am not sure wiat is meant oy
artistic work ahd other work, except to say that in so far as the first
consistent with the whole ethos
gquestion is concerusd the majority of materials used/and the waole
approach is of an indigenocus nature. Those of us who saw the beautiful
structure and I belisve that every patriotic Guyanese should be proud
of that s tructure and [ do not intend Cde. Speaker, to descend to
vulgarity here for a mausoleum that every patriotic and decent Guyanese
should be proud of for a man who nas been, whether you liked him or not
great service to thic service to this country and T belisve I will avoid
bringing this matter which we feel very strongly of into the realm of

vulgarity. We have used, consistent with the honour we paid to the

greatest Guyanese, the Greatest Son of this soil local materials the
5 N 3 ’

[0]

glass 1s local, the work is local, the artists were local, the

materials used to decorate the outer panel is local and the artistes are

local and 1 believe it is a structurz that we should be all groud of, in
fact I have neard non Guyanese say it is something we should be
Justifiably proud of and it is a matier we should export and boast of
and these costs are extremely conszrvative and every country east and

west, norti and soutu paid tribube 4o their heroes and very often the cost
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of that tribute is alunost an irrelevant matter.
The opeaksr: Item 2.

The Prime winister: Cde. Speaker, I dont have the precise figures,

but my recollection is that the acquisition of land for the President's
College constitutes something of about sixty five percent of this sum
here but those figures are available if required and if the propsr
notice is given.

Mr. Kwayana: I wonder where the vulgarity arose, I think the only
sign of vulgarity heres was in the refusal teo put the figures on the table
and I think the member is . . . your function which I think is to rule
out of order any vulgarity that may arise.

The Sveaker: Item 4.

Cde.: F. Nohamed: Cde. Chairman, I simply seelr some additional

information with respect to the supplementary provision now sought. I
know the legend says $3.8M are required for additional expenditure but

I would like to know the reasons for this additional expenditure. Is it
because cost for materials have gone up and therefore you need more for
1986 or is it that the construction work has quickensd and therefore

more money was nesded and therefore we will see the construction of this
college concluded before the projected time, so I will ask the responsible
Conrade to nelp wita this additicnal information.

The Vice President, Bducation and Hocial Development and Deputy

Prime Minister (Cde. V. Burnham): Thank you very much Cde. Chairman and

I thank the Comrade for helping me with the answer. In fact part of my
answer nas to do with both of the suggestions that you gave me in that
the expenditure now required caters both for escallation in the cost of
wages and materials as well as in some variations of the original
contract to do with things like the inclusion of ‘the dental clinie,
the dedex clinic as well as the accommodation for the Medex Officer and
the Dentzal Technicom for additional staff housing for house mother, house

father and other staff. Provision of gym facilities because we could

not in fact build the gymmasium as anticipated as a result of stringency
and austerity measures. Provision of library facilities, again because

the proper library cculd not be built and for exftended kitchen facilities
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to gccomuodate the additional intake of students because the dining room
and the proper kitchen facilities are still to be built, In anticipation
of a possible question on breakdown, I would like to say thnat expenses
incurred as a result of the escallation in cost accounts for $2.81 and
the balance of that $1.,027M has to dowith the comuencement of tue signs
teaching block which if not begun now within the last few months of this
year would not be able to be built on target for the intake in 1987 and
that figure that I just mentioned, it is responsible for the mobilisation
advance for the contractors who are about o proceed with building of the
signs.

Cde. . Mohamed: aAm I to understand Cde. Chairman, that since part

of this increase means that tnere was an increase in cost of materials
that the amount projected for the construction of the President's College
will now be revised upwards and if so can the Cde. Vice President indicate

at this stage to what extent will that provision be upwards.
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(Cde. Greenidge continues)

Cde. Chairman, in relation to item (11), the question was for an explanation of the
payment to Ballast Nedam International for the supply of spares. Under the existing
agreements under the M.M.A. arrangements, companies have equipment which they used
for land clearing work and when contracts are concluded they are in a position to sell us
having completed their work or having finished with certain types of equipment. They are
then in a position to make available to the Government these pieces of equipment and this
1s simply an arrangement whereby spares will be purchased for use by Government

agencies.

The Chairman: Item (12) to (14) pertain to counter-trade activities which are not

strictly speaking straight barter activities and the need for the payments arising from the
Ministry of Finance are precisely the reason why they are reflected here. These are
unanticipated differences between the price at which the commodities are required, mainly

the cement and the price at which the commodities are sold
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This completes consideration of all the items.

Question:

“That the Committee of Supply approve of the proposals set out in Financial
Paper No. 4/1986 — Scheduled of Supplementary Provision on the Current and
Capital Estimates totaling $29,446,898 for the period ended 1986-12-02.” (Advances
made from the Contingencies Fund in 1986)”

Put and agreed to

Assembly resumed.

Cde. Greenidge: Cde. Speaker, I beg to report that the Committee of Supply has

approved of the proposals set out in Financial Paper No. 4/1986 — Schedule of
Supplementary Provision on the Current and Capital Estimates totaling $29,446,898 and 1

now move that the Assembly both agree with the Committee in the said Resolution.

Question put and agreed to

Motion carried

FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 5 OF 1986

“Be it resolved that this National Assembly approves of the proposals set out
in Financial Paper No. 5/1986 — Schedule of Supplementary provision on the Capital
Estimates totaling $600, 000,000 for the period ended 2nd December 1986.” /The

Minister of Finance/

Assembly in Committee of Supply

Cde. Greenidge: Cde. Chairman, in accordance with Article 171(2) of the Constitution, I

signify that the Cabinet has recommended for consideration by the National Assembly the
Motion for the approval of the proposals set out in Financial Paper No. 5 of 1986, and I now

move the Motion.

Motion proposed

The Chairman: We will consider Financial Paper No. 5 of 1986. Capital Estimates,
item (1).

Cde. Dr. C. Jagan: Cde. Chairman, I would have thought that the Minister would
have given to this Assembly with this request for $600,000,000 in equity to be taken as a
contribution to Guysuco and Bidco with some explanation. We would like to know why this
1s being done at this time because these, we understand, are state corporations. When the
Minister gives his reply perhaps I may able to say something further.
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Cde. Greenidee: Cde. Chairman, the reguest isbeing made for an equity
injection into these two papers in order to help to tidy the financial state of
these companies. The Government from time to time, of course, will lock at
the capital structure of the companies and when it is appropriate to make such
an injection -- In relation to Guysuco énd Guymine, since 1982 as a result of
very unfavourable market conditions, the companies have both been showing
losses on their operations. In order to help us get these corporations out
of their difficulties, we have required that they put in place programmes
to improve their performance, including improvements in productivity and so
forth. 3But those improvements  couldnot  themselves be sufficient to correct
the financial affairs of both the companies and also enable them to go into
the market place and securs resources to upgrade the capital eguipment and
so forth. Therefore, as a result of that it has now been desmed
appropriate to make these injections into the companies to help restore

them to a situstion of financial tidiness.
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