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1986-12-29         15:00 – 15:10 hrs 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

15:00 hrs 

(Cde. Jagan continues) 

 

You are the biggest machinery for making evil propaganda against yourself what you are 

performing as a Government and no public relations firm could clean out all that dirt. Ask 

the Prime Minister when he went to New York what kind of reception he got. [The Prime 

Minister: Excellent] How many of them blood you? [The Prime Minister: None.] Cde. 

Speaker, I am repeating again, this should be scrapped out of the Estimates and if they 

have already paid then let us conclude the arrangements. I notice Mr. Nascimento is now 

back in Guyana. Send him back we do not need him here. I do not know if the CIA sent him 

here. 

 

 The Minister of Information and Public Service: (Cde. Harewood-Benn): Cde. 

Chairman, if I were in a court I would have said I rest my case because Mr. Jagan’s 

exhibition just now I think is amply evidence of the fact that we need more printing done, 

even more publicity campaigns to counter the things that he has obviously gone on saying. 

It was significant too that he was constrained to say that not all is lie. Clearly again in a 

court of law, certainly some lie. We propose to do our utmost to conquer this. 

 

 On the question of, I believe I am permitted to answer this, Mr. Kwayana alluded to 

it, of the insecurity. I would like to say here that all managers concerned have good and 

proper reasons for whatever stops, whatever action they took. It was all in an arrangement 

to improve circumstances, improve functioning of the various agencies. Today is the 29th 

Cde. Speaker, the day after tomorrow is the time when we make resolutions and I would be 

very grateful if perhaps we could advise Mr. Kwayana to resolve not to champion causes 

when there is no good to champion a cause. Champion when there is a need. 

 

 As far as the Guyana News Agency concerned, it has the function which it continues 

to perform. The question of increased subventions was asked 26 times this afternoon. I 

cannot give the answer now. I do not know the exact amount of the subvention. It is an 

agency that is performing a function that is very necessary. I do not know if that answers 

all the questions which have been raised so far. 

 

 Cde. Dr. Jagan: I would like to ask a question on Item 14, dealing with increased 
subscriptions to overseas news agency. I mentioned this because I think the Minister 
should look into this. When you read the Chronicle you see a lot of items from A.P. and 
sometimes from U.P.I. These are the imperialist agencies that the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs will complain about. Mr. Nascimento the Communications Advisor to the President 
will also complain about this. We complain about them and then we talk about a new 
information order, where we must use our own agencies in the Third World, agencies from 
the socialist countries and so on. You look through the papers even the New Nation and you 
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will see a lot of imperialist news. Why is it we are not using CANA. It is a regional entity 

and we are not using that. We are using that rarely, why is that so? Here is an institution 

which is developed in the Caribbean as an attempt to bring about more information and 

give more publicity to the region as a whole. I would have thought that the Government not 

only should not pay more subscriptions to these people, I am speaking specifically about 

those agencies which are originating in the capitalist world. We must shift, or if we want to 

use them down-grade them. Do as you do with CANA. Shift the emphasis around as you do 

with CANA and other progressive socialist agencies. Why are you not using the progressive 

socialist agencies? You are using mainly capitalist agencies in the imperialist states and 

you have to pay a lot of money too. I wish to ask the Minister to look at this and give it 

some attention because it is in the interest of the country. 

 

 Cde. Faroze Mohamed: Cde. Chairman, I wonder if the Minister will give an 

undertaking that she will make available to Members of Parliament the materials produced 

by this firm. I ask this keeping in mind that this will help us to better appreciate or 

understand the usefulness and effectiveness of this firm doing work which the Minister 

says is necessary for us in Guyana. I think this will be a very good gesture on her part if she 

makes materials available to us. 

 

 Cde. Harewood-Benn: Cde. Chairman, perhaps I need a little clarification from the 

Member is necessary. Are you referring to minutes of meetings and so on? 

 

 The Speaker: I think what he is asking for is whatever publication you have on the 

press or radio. 

 

 Cde. Harewood-Benn: I think Cde. Chairman, I am going to have a little problem 

with that because I would have to go back some years to get newspaper clippings and so on. 

 

 The Speaker: No, he is talking about publications from now on. 

 

 Cde. Harewood-Benn: I will certainly give that undertaking in the coming year. On 

the question of socialist news agencies, we have an arrangement with TASK and Pronsa 

Latina and the only time when we do not get materials from them is when for some reason 

or the other our machine break down. Right now there is a man in the Soviet Union 

learning how to operate the machine and maintain it. There is no conspiracy on our part of 

anything like that to keep out your people. Concerning CANA, we have an extremely warm 

relationship with them. You would know that we did not have anything for some time but 

last year we started and I think that programme is going very well indeed so we really have 

not forgotten anybody. 
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1986-12-29         15:00 – 15:10 hrs 

 

 Mr. Kwayana: Mr. Chairman, we get no answer or excuse for the lack of an answer 

on the question of security. I ask for a near guess to the nearest thousand dollars of ten 

thousands if you like. 

 

 Cde. Harewood-Benn: Cde. Chairman, I think you said that there is no need to 

answer everything. I have said that I do not deal in guesstimates especially in this 

Assembly with people like Mr. Kwayana. [Applause] 
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1986-12-29   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY   16:40 – 16:50 hrs 

16:40 hrs 

(Cde. Greenidge continues) 

 

 Cde. Chairman, in relation to item (11), the question was for an explanation of the 

payment to Ballast Nedam International for the supply of spares. Under the existing 

agreements under the M.M.A. arrangements, companies have equipment which they used 

for land clearing work and when contracts are concluded they are in a position to sell us 

having completed their work or having finished with certain types of equipment. They are 

then in a position to make available to the Government these pieces of equipment and this 

is simply an arrangement whereby spares will be purchased for use by Government 

agencies. 

 

 The Chairman: Item (12) to (14) pertain to counter-trade activities which are not 

strictly speaking straight barter activities and the need for the payments arising from the 

Ministry of Finance are precisely the reason why they are reflected here. These are 

unanticipated differences between the price at which the commodities are required, mainly 

the cement and the price at which the commodities are sold 
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This completes consideration of all the items. 

 

 Question: 

“That the Committee of Supply approve of the proposals set out in Financial 

Paper No. 4/1986 – Scheduled of Supplementary Provision on the Current and 

Capital Estimates totaling $29,446,898 for the period ended 1986-12-02.” (Advances 

made from the Contingencies Fund in 1986)” 

Put and agreed to 

 Assembly resumed. 

 

 Cde. Greenidge: Cde. Speaker, I beg to report that the Committee of Supply has 

approved of the proposals set out in Financial Paper No. 4/1986 – Schedule of 

Supplementary Provision on the Current and Capital Estimates totaling $29,446,898 and I 

now move that the Assembly both agree with the Committee in the said Resolution. 

 

 Question put and agreed to 

 Motion carried 

FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 5 OF 1986 

“Be it resolved that this National Assembly approves of the proposals set out 

in Financial Paper No. 5/1986 – Schedule of Supplementary provision on the Capital 

Estimates totaling $600, 000,000 for the period ended 2nd December 1986.” [The 

Minister of Finance] 

 

 Assembly in Committee of Supply 

 
Cde. Greenidge: Cde. Chairman, in accordance with Article 171(2) of the Constitution, I 

signify that the Cabinet has recommended for consideration by the National Assembly the 

Motion for the approval of the proposals set out in Financial Paper No. 5 of 1986, and I now 

move the Motion. 

 

Motion proposed 

 

 The Chairman: We will consider Financial Paper No. 5 of 1986. Capital Estimates, 

item (1). 

 

 Cde. Dr. C. Jagan: Cde. Chairman, I would have thought that the Minister would 
have given to this Assembly with this request for $600,000,000 in equity to be taken as a 
contribution to Guysuco and Bidco with some explanation. We would like to know why this 
is being done at this time because these, we understand, are state corporations. When the 
Minister gives his reply perhaps I may able to say something further.
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