2865 Members Present

LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL

THURSDAY, 13TH NOVEMBER, 1952.

The Council met at 2 p.m., His
Excellency the Officer Administering
the Government, Mr. John Gutch,
C.M.G., O.B.E., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT:

The President, His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government,
Mr. John Gutch, C.M.G., O.B.E.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
Mr. J. L. Fletcher, O.B.E. (Acting).

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. MecDavid.
C.M.G., C.B.E.

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.
(Demerara-Essequibo),

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson

(Georgetown North).
The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).

The Hon. V. Roth, O.B.E. (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. J.
town Central),

ernandes (George-

The Hon. Dr. G. M. Gensalves

(Eastern Berbice).

The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. W. O. endall (New

Amsterdam).
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U.S. Vice- onsulate 2 66
The Hon. A. T. Peters (Western
Berbice).

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North
Western District).

The Hon. G. H. Smeliie (Nomni-
nated).

The Hon. J. Carter (Georgetown
South)).

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon., W. A. Macnie, C.M. .,
Q.B.E., (Nominated).

The Clerk read prayers.

MINUTES

Mr. Peter May I call attention
to the fact that I attended Council last
Friday, but my name has been omitted
from the minute .

The President: With that amend-
ment we will confirm the minutes.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Friday, 7th November,
1952, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed as
amended.

GOVERNMENT NOTICE

INTRODUCTION OF BILL

The Attorney-General gave notice
of the introduction and first reading of
a Bill intituled—

“An Ordinance further to amend the
Cinematograph Ordinance with respect to
the granting of licences.’

UNOFFICIAL NGTICES
CLOSING OF U.S. ViCE CONSULATE
Mr. Macnie: 1 beg to give 1iot™ e

that it is my intention to move t e
suspension of the relevant Standing
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Rules and Orders at a later stape &
in order that a motion, a copy of whi
1 have handed to the Clerk, may be
debated. The motion, I may state, re
intes to the cloging of the American
Vice Consulate in this Colony and 1
trust that hon. Members will agree that
it is of sufficient importance and
urgency to be dealt with at this meet-
ing.  The motion reads:—~

“Whereas it was anncunced on the 3th

Navember that the Viece-Consulste of the
United States of America in this Colony
will be closed to the public from the end
of Movember, 1352,
Cwand avheress the servives afforded bv
the office of the American Viee Consul
hove been of grest benefit in the main-
tenanes of good relations between the
peoples of the United States of Amevica
and of British Guiana;

“and whereas the office of the Ameri-
can Vice Congul has been of mvaluable
assistance mot only in regard o the de-
yelopment of trade but especlally in
facilitating arrangements for travel to the
Tnited States of Aunerice for all sections
af the inhabitante of this Colony for a
wide variety of purposes;

“Be it vesolved that this Honourable
Council records its deep regret and grave
concern vegarding the announcement that
the American Vice Consulate wili be
closed, and accordingly asks that His
Txeelleney the Officer Administering the
Government telegraph the ferms of this
motion and debate o the Secrelary of
State for the Colonies, with the requedt
that Mer Majesiv's Government wmake
immediate representations to the Governe
ment of the United States of America for
reconsiderstion of the decision reached
and for the maintenance of the Viee Con-
sulate as st present established or i ihe

last resort in a2 modified form.”

NOTIOE OF QUESTIONS

TMrorT LICENCES FPorR DAMRY PRODUCTS
Mr. Fernandes gave notice of the
following guestionsiw-

1 I it Government's intention to im-
plement the recommendation cone
tained in my wotien which was

passed in this Counell en Thursday
8th November, 10527

. 1952 Kitty Waier Supply Loon
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2. If the snswer fo guestion 1 g in
the affirmative when does Govern-
ment propose 1o implement 7

Kty WaTerR SuppLy Loaw

Mr. Carteyr: Before proceeding
with the Order of the Day, 8ir, I desire
to draw yoor attention o the fact that
at the last meeting of this Council |
gave notice that I would move the sus-
pengion of the relevant Standing Rules
and Orders so as to enable me to pro
¢eed with the motion which appeared
in the minutes of the last meeting. The
moticn s one which asks Government
to grant z loan of $32,000 to the Kitty
Villagre Coancil for the improvement of
the water «:uppiv in that v:ﬁage. 1t
reads as follows e

“Whereas the residents of Kitty Village

are soffering great hardships as a result
of inadequate water supply: and

“Whereas the only vemedy for this
water shortage is the constiuction of
overhead tanks at a vost of $324000

{Thirty two thousand Dollars): and

“Whereas the revenue of the Village is
uniable to meot this expenditure;

"He it vesolved that this Couneil
recommends  that Government

advanee
the reguired sum as a loan to the 2
Council repavable in thivly vears”

In asking for the suspension of
the relevant Standing Hules and COrders,
{ think ai 1 need do is to draw the at-
tention of hon. Members to the fact
that the motion is one of grest urgeney
as the residents of Kitty village, like
people elsewhere, are dependent on the
water supply and recently they have
been experiencing prest hardship in
this particolar vespect. T request that
the relevant Standing Rules and Orders
}1& sugpended  in-order that thix motion
may be debated. So far ag I am con
cerned, T am not poing fo be of anv
great length in my opening address ane
T think that if we are all moderate
cur speeches we
short time.
and the

will get through in a
This iz a simple gng;egzv
wmotion should not  burdes

foday’s Order Paper unduly.

Mr, Maenfe seconded,
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The President: [ will put the

question that the relevant S‘candmg

Rulex and Orders be suspended. -
Question put and agreed to.

' Relevant Standing Rules and Orders
suspended, '

Mr. Carter : T am very grateful
te hon. Members for supporting me in
my motion for the suspension of the
relevani Standing Rules and Orders in
order that this mvtion should be taken.
As hon, Members are aware, Kitly is
" the premier village in this Colony. The

- residents number around 11,000 permons
-1 have been told so by the Chairman
of the Village Council—and we are all
well aware, or should be well awarve, of
the great strides this village has made
within recent years, The population has
multiplied tremendously within the last
16 or 15 years, and with this rapid
inerease in population one would expect
cevtain difficulties to follow. The veason
_ for this increase in. population is
~obvious: some of the people in George-
down.owanted to pay less rent and less
rates and taxes, and therefore they
rushed inio Kittv—even against the
wishes of the residents . there——and
oceupied homes apart from building
others.

The Village Council has had all
sorts of problems on- hand,  including
problems of Hghting, road building and
road maintenance. They  have been
faced by the various councils, nominated
and elected, from time totime, with the

‘vesult that today Kitty is s vast village

of which I think everyone in this Colony
is proud. As-a matter of fact; the people
in Georgetown are so proud of Kitty
Ctoday - that it i their desive to incor-
_porate it in the Greater Georgetown

residents there.
of Kitty and I think these people will
cantinge that resistance for a long time
fo come. T am aware of the fact that
there is a Committee or Commission—I
fihmkf it is known as

Plan, much againgt the wishes of the
T -myself am a resident

“which might
the Farnﬁm Ccmﬂ :
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()Ommi%iaumwhich has been
‘this guestion, but 1 do wot
knmv whether any report has been sub-
mitted to Government as yet. Whatever
the result of this Commitieec may be,
however, 1 wish it to be known that
the - great majority of - the residents
of Kitty are opposed to incorporation
of the village in: the Greater George-
town Plan.

This ides of incorporation  is
nothing new: it was also spoken of some
yegrs ago, but 1 know that the people
of the village ure going to oppose it
tooth and nail Mere recently. because
of its rapid increase in population, Kitty
has found it increasingly difficult, sc
far as its water supply is concerned,
to cope with the demands of the
population. They have an old well, and
vecently they had io sink & second one
it is also felt that in view of water
shortage they should sink a third well,
but thev comult#c} Maior Harringion
who is the expert in this Colony so far
as pnre water supply ig concerned, and
he expressed the opinion that there ig
no use having a third well in the dis-
trict and that the difficulty could be
served if they constructed overhead
tanks. That, T think, is also the opinion
of Government. The cost of thess tanks
and the fittings, ete,—1 myself worked
it out-—is $32,000 and I think that is a
small amount for the good that would
accrue to the residents of the wﬂage,
During the rainy season the problem is
not very acute hut we have dry seasons
svery vedr and during these seasons it
& impossible for the residents to et

vowatey supplied in the large guan-
htma to v.]meh th@y are amu‘{tcmfad

1 do nﬂt' think 1 need stress
to thig Council the mneed for water
and what would follow if people do not
have an adequate water supply. There
are several doctors on this Council and
they would be able to suy that the vesult
might be a very serious epidemic
ot 'be “iron eurtained” in
hich might spread o the

Kitty, but
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City of Georgetown and result in a
grand epidemic in the whole country.
That would be s serious business and
might cost Government several times
$32,000. 1 am going to recommend to
this Counecil to support this motion ask
g for a loan of $32,000 to the Kitty
Village Council, and that the Council
be given a period of 80 vears—even 20
vears would assist but they prefer to
have 80 years—{oyr repayment in equal
amounts,

Further, 1 desirve 1o say that I have
a mandate from thai village council to
bring forward this motion, and there-
fore it is not one which I have brought
off my own bat. I was invited by the
Chairman of the village council to a
Press conference he held, and through
that conference [ heard all the details
relating to ihis problem. It is since
then that the Council held sz mesting
and gave me a mandate to bring for
ward this motien. 1 think the only
abjection to this motion is that which
would come from people who are in
favour of the incorporation of Kitty in
the Greater (Georgetown Plan; but, Sir,
the residents ave afraid that if the vil
Iage iz incorporated with Georgetown
they would encounter serious diffieul
ties and problems. They fe¢l, for
instance, that there will be an increase
in vates and taxes that will not be
commensurate with the amenities and
representation they will enjoy.

I am not saying that Kitty should
get equal representation with George-
town——that would be absurd— but the
representation for Kitty would always
be in the minority-—a veoice crying in
the wildernesg—and things would not
© progress as ususl Members representing
Georgetown would always be more con-
cerned with the improvement of the
Wards -in the City than they would be
with Kitty village. If we read the news-
papers we would see the pride members
of the City Council take in the various
things they have doue for Georgefown.
We hear of them at election time. Tt
would be natural for the representatives
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0f Georpetown to support thelr own
Wards and not the area rvepreseniing
Kitty.

Kitty has had an excellent vecord
as vegards the repayment of loans to
Governmient. [ think six or seven loans
have been obtained in the past and they
have been repaid in good time, There-
fore, there can be no objection on that
seore. When the village purchased
Subrvanville it repald the lean within
a year. Thevefore, it has a very good
record and the Council is in very good
hands, [ know it will continue to be
' overy good hands becavse the people
in Kitty have always chogen their rep
vesentatives  with great care. They
have done o for the last 20 vears and
I do not see why they wonld not con-
tinge to do so in the future. Hon.
Members have been wood to the George
town Town Couneil and I think the hon.
the PFifth Nominated Member at the
last meeting expressed the view that
the Town Council might be able fo
assist Kitty by extending their watey
service to that area. 1 think the reply
the Kitty Village Couneil veceived was
that the Town Council were debarred
by statute from doing so. If even
they would be breaking the law therc
is every cause sinee there are a num-
ber of houses North of Viissengen
Road which are being supplied with
water from the City for many yvears.
T know that as a fact, because my house
is one of them and it would be & simple
matter to extend the serviee

One would have thought that the
Town Council, if it wanted to show any
goodwill towards Kitty, would have
given permission for the extension of
the serviee and s¢ help {o solve the
problem right away. Then the residents
of Kitty would have been able fo say
“these poople were good to us — they
helped us in a situation which was
desperate and will continne to show us
goodwill if the village is Incorporated
in the City.”

Mr. Hoth -
tion:

To o point of corree-
1 want to know whether the hon.
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Member is speaking on the motion when

ke vefers to the Town Council as he is
©doing?

Mr. Carter: | submit that 1 am in

order. That Is the position of the
people at Kitty, and 1 think at this
stage T should refer tu the reply which
was given on behalf of the Town Coun-
¢il.  That, " in itself, iz the case in a
~mutshell. T think it is a shame to say
cthat in a country like this which boasts
" of such an excellent system of local
government—I think it is the best in
the West Indies—Kitty which i3 now
incorporated in the Greater Georgetown
Plan has not been able to show itg abil-
ity to manage its own affairs. The
people there have bheen doing so for a
long time and have honoured whatever
obligations . they were under with Gov-
ernment as a result of assistance given.
It gives me great pleasure to move this
motion in all the circumstances,

There is only one point 1 have
omitted to mention and that is, after
Government  turned  down  the  loan
which the village council asked for, the
" eouncil agsked for permission to raise
this  amount - from  another - source

because they had done $o0 in the past,

They have raised loans from insurance
comipanies in this Colony and 1 think
there are companies now which are
willing to lend them this money. 1 do
not want to stress that unduly because
1 feel that Government should be the
persons from whom this loan should
come, for manv reasons and for
obvious réasons, If Government feels
otherwise T shall listen to all that the
hon, the Colonial Secretary or any other
Government speaker has fo say. If
Government feel they are not in a posi-

 tion to make this loan, I should like to

hear whether they would be disposed to
give permizsion to the village coureil o
raise it from another source. That is
all T shall sy at the moment.

, Mr,r,é;é‘: Before the hon, Member
~ takes his seat, 1 should like to point out
that [ have not seen anything about
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interest charges wmentiohed in  the
wmotion.

- Mr. Fernandes: I have very great
pleasure in seconding this motion, I
happen to know as much of this mat.
ter, perhaps, as any other person in
British Guiana, I was formerly 1
member of the Kitty village council-—
was Chairman for a couple of years—
and saw the water problem starting
since then. As a matter of fact, I was
a member of a small committee which
interviewed My, Harrington with a
view to finding a solution for the
problem. First of all, this motion
should have been entirely unnecessary.

I say so because Kitty's credit has

always been good —they have always
paid their dues properly — they have
never failed to meet their obligationg+—
and I do not see why Government shounld
refuse to lend them this money. As the
hon. Mover of the motion has said, the
village council can get this money out
gide and there is some reason for that.
Kitty has got a lot of property of its
cwn and it would be very easy for the
couneil to raise the money outside, but
who knows what that course may mean?

1t seems to me that the intention is te
foree the absorption of Kitty into the

Greater Georgetown Plan, whether the
people of Kitty like it or not.

This is g British country, however,
znd 1 do not think that British justice
would tell me that a thing like that

should be done against the wishes of

the people. The method being uvsed
againgt them is a harsh one, since now
that' they have been forced to seek

‘assistanee in order to relieve their rate-
“payers, they have been fold that they
“ must allow the village to be incorporated
©in the City and let the City Council give

them the water they need.

That, sir, I maintain, is absolotely
wrong. If it is the intention or the wish
of Government to have Kitty absorbed
into the City of Georgetown, then this
method is not the one Government should
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use. Government
ence of trying
amalgamated

done against the
wishes of and Government
knows  what the result was, I am not

ing to suggest that bringing Kitty
the City may not be & good long
term plan. That iz debateable. Never-
thaless, 1 do not think the method of
forcing the people of Kitty, because of
their water needs, to et on their knees
ty Couneil and ask to
he absorbed otherwise they musgt go
without water for the balance of time,
ig the right method at all

; I live in the Subryanville section of

Kitty. [ am oot one of those who are

Cshert of water. 1 live on top of the well
o fook the precaution to put down a
- sufficient rexervoir accommodation that,
even if the well did not flow for a day
ur two, 1 would not be short of water,
S50 1am not talking in my own interest.
T am talking in support of this motion
on the very great principle that it is
wrong o {oree persons to submit theni-
others against their wishes.
1t is that forcing of pevsons by one see-
tion that is sing all the troubje in
the world today, and it will always eause
trouble. Tt will cause trouble bere, be-
s wou, #ir, that if the

time ever comes when this Government
o actually attempts to {oree Kitty o jein
~the City against the people’s wishes, I

Cselves io

cause I can azsur

will fight as hard as it 18 humanly
posssible to do, even if 1 have fo go
down Tighting inst it. There are

lots of other of the areas
hoydering  this which have no
SRind  of  administration - at all and
o oone hag ever tried to push those
“into the  City, As a matler of
Fact, Governy L has. ne means of

pushing them
wo to Gove

do not have to
borvow  oney
when they want if, but these villages
i the Digtrict

mment  to
i to waork thyough
Commissioners who arve in truth and in
faet joined with the Local Government
Board, the virtual dictators over these
© villages, In this case, that dictatorship

3
£
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stands out when they have opposed the
loan by Government to Kitty of 332,000
for the purpose of putting down over-
head tanks, That is as far as the iruth
ZOBE.

1 would like to say that 1 have heen
fiving at Subryaaville from February,
1949, to now—34 years—and 1 certainly
would not like to go back to drinking
the city water which i3 ab present com-
mg  through for  consumption. i
attended a meeting of the Rice Mar
keting Board and had to comment op
the awful colour of the water, as it
asppeared in cne of the eoclers. The
colour was sumething which made me
hesitate to drink the water. On the
cther hand, the water at Kitly is from
an artesian well and is pure, snd unlesgs
it gets coniaminated after it leaves the
well it remaing puve. [T is a fay
healthier water than that the Munici-
pality starts off with, Of course, they
have gone to some expense {o treat it

aof the water, which I saw vesterday.
Sa, even if Kitty is absorbed into the
City, whether by the veople’s own
desire or not, we would nevertheless
veside there and wounld much prefer o
ugse the water from the artesian well
stored inte tanks and connected to our
homes than to nse the water presently
distributed in the City.

I have very much pleasure in sup-

porting the motion, and I join the hon.

Member in saying that if Goveroment
finds i} iz not possible to lend this
money then permit Kitty to borrow it
elsewhere, The question of interest
wag raised by the hon. Member for
Essequibo River {(Mr. Lee). ¥ would
like to tell him that s fixed rate iy
charged to villages for a Government
toan. I would like to explain for the
benefit of those who msay not know, this
is not a vote of 882,000, The intention
of the motion is that Government make
a lIvan to a village, that has always
repaid its loans and has never once
asked Government to write off a portion
of its loa io walve the repayment
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of ‘any part of any loan it had from
Government. [ think  that the visk
from a financial point of view is safe,
and 1 do not see any reason why Gov-
ernment should refuse or this Council
should “not pass this motion and, if it
is passed, why Government should
not implement it. '

Mr, Thempson @ [ am supporting
the motion for this loan. We cannet
be fiddling while Rome is burning, Tt
is a very serious matter. 1t came be-
fore the Loeal Government Board, and
not -that they turned it down but they
said that as the question of incorpora-
- tion into the City was in the air let us
await the result. But most of us on
the Board are agreeable to the grant-
ing of the loan, I went to Mr. Har-
_rington myself on this matter, and he
gave me the assurance that nothing
can be done immediately. Kitty's
enxiety over it ought to bhe the anxiety
of Government. We cannot  afford
1o allow this matter to remain like that
without. treating it as being urgent. . 1
will certainly support the motion and 1
want to give the assurance that the
Board is not opposed to it. It has been
gone into thoroughly by the Board, and
it is just the guestion of incorporation
that has held it up.

Reference has been made to the
Distriet Commissioners. I do not know
that the District Commissioner of that
district " is opposed to it. To my
knowledge he did not turn down the
loan, because it was recommended to
the Board for Government to look
after. 1 am sure that when this matter
is gone into Kitty will not be left out,
and I promise my backing as T do now.
1 support wholeheartedly all the state-
ments of the hon., Mover and give the
assurance that T will be with Kitty in
this matter, ‘

Mr. Luckhoo : During the debate
on Federation I remember remarking
that although I was against it at the
moment 1 could w resee that in
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course of time Federation would come.
On. that ocecasion my hon. Friend, the
Member for Georgetown South (Mr.
Carter’, was very much in favour of
Wederation, and even theugh on this
oceasion in respeet of the incorpora-
tion of Kitty into the City he is very
adamant about it, 1 venture to suggest
to him that in counrse of time Kitty will

be inecrporated into the Greater
Georgetown Plan,  Nevertheless, it

seems to me that the hon. Mover is
asttempting to solve the problem by
providing a temporary solution fo a
very heavy problem at the moment. It
seems to me that this is only a tem-
porary expedient and that in course of
time with the development of his own
people it will be necessary for Kitty to
have underground tanks as well as over-
head ones 50 as to be able to meet the
peeds of Kitty, which, T can see, will
he in another five, ten, 15 or 20 years.
1 do wish to say this without acting
us advocate of the Town Council, which
I am not. I do not think the remarks
are fair that overtures were made to
the Town Council and they in their
desire . to  have Ritty incorporated
resolutely refused by gquoting seetions
of the law which preclude them from
taking certain steps, That is not only
anfair but it is not 2 just and  true
statement of the facts. :

Speaking for myself and for the
general opinion of the Town Council
which I have heard expressed on several
occasions there, no one wants to force
Kitty, Subryanville, La Penitence, etc.,
to come into the Georgetown area, buc
one feels that in course of time that
must be the natural sequence of events
without anything we may intend to do
about it. I think I can speak on behalf
of my colleagues on the Town Council
because 1 have heard their views ex-
pressed so often. They have mno in-
tention to force anyone into a situation
by placing a gun at his head and saying
to him “Come in”. When application
was first made to the Town Council
for the purpose of the Kitty extension
and offering to pay for our water
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supply to them, we made general en
quiries as to the capacity of our potable
water  scheme and what would be

necessary if we were fo incorporate
Kitty, Subryanville and the areas
around there. We were told that

about 5,000,000 gallons a day would be
vight up to the neck. The whole out

put per day at the moment varies
hetween 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, million gallong,

and in order to take in an area such
as Kitty and Subryanville, not consider-
ing La Penitence, Ruimveldt, Lodge,
ete., it will require additional filters.
Though we have the machinery we will
require additional pumps and to run
pipe-lines. That will cost money, and
the estimate we have is for the sum of
‘$400,000. That is what it will cost
just for the extension to Kitty and
“Subryanville in order to get additional
filters, pumps, ete. The machinery iz
quite capable of doing the extra work
provided you have the pipelines, etc.
‘Wihile 1 am not acting az advocate of
the Town Council, i{ is impossible for
‘the Town Council fo consider an isolated
application from one area or one group
in order to see how we can develop our
plant or extend it so as to supply them
with water without considering the
general overall scheme of supplying
water to the areas which, it seems,
must come into the Greater George-
town Plan within the vears in which
we will be still living,

From that point of view the Town
Council has written the Government
~and put forward the suggestion thav

we are ‘prepared and willing to co- -

operate under certain terms and con-
dittons in taking control of the area.
“The suggestion was to have a joint
Board such as the Georgetown Sswerage
and Water Commissioners to act and
sperate for a certain period of time. It
‘has"beeri put forward and, T have no
doubt, it will be given adequate con-
sidervation. It is alse suggested that
‘new lands which had been taken in for
house-building should be free of taxa-
tion for a number of vears. The point,
Jram making, is that this is the re-
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cand  move
thought,
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action to the overtures made by Kitty.

"They did not arouse a feeling of re-

pulsion from the Mayor and Town
Council of Georgetown, whereby it can
be said that “unless these people come
in—and we want them in—we are going
1o stand by like a dog in the mangey”
Theve is nothing further from the
truth than that. So far as my per-
gonal views are concerned, what appeals
to me is the humanitarian point that
the people are suffering; as the hon.
Mover puts it, that through this lack of
water supply the people arve likely to
suffer and mavbe disease may result
from it, and this sum of $32,000 1s ve-
nuested by these people to give them
the water which they need. An a’gﬁ%&ai
of that nature, I am suve, will not be
readily turned down by anyone.

But 1 have ne doubl that that i=
not the solution. It is only a temporary
expedient. If it iz necessary in order
to assist Kitty at this stage, I say,
whatever can be done should be done to
assist them because they cannot do

without an adeguate oy proper water

scheme., But 1 do ask the hon. Mover
and Seconder, both of whom have the
general wellbeing and interest of the
masses at heart and also the areas for
which they have spoken, to give some
further consideration as to whether it
is not merely putting off the day when
these people must eome into a wider
and larger plan, and in order to enjoy
the amenities which one enjoys in the
City — proper voads, sewerage, waler
supply, electric lighting and things of
that nature -—they must come in and
pay their way in a bigger and wider
comprehensive  school  of
action and development of
their particular area, ¥ say for mysel{
that I do not intend to vote against the
motion because of the ground on which
it _has been put forward by the hon.
Mover and Seconder who are leaders
in their respective spheres. They feel
that Kitty is in a very bad way and
needs assistance now.

One question I had recorded to
ask, and that is, ‘whether there had




vanced by way of a loan.

solution to the problem..

1ion I ses here.

pared {o support

CATERs

- about our water supply.
water supply in Geovgetown iz an ex-

4‘.&8{ E‘i’a;mn, -mir- e

heen an apphmtmn, hut the h@n‘ Men’x~
her has assured us that the village coun-

¢il was asking for the money to be ad-
1 do feel
that whatever iz done, this i3 not the
The solution
is something much bigger than this.

It 1 may draw an analogy, when we

were discussing in the Town Couneil
the plague of rats in the markets, which
were all along the Water Strest water-
front invading and causing destruction,
someone suggested that the way to get
vid of them was to get a few more rat-
traps, That supplied the kind of molu-
This does pot get at
the voot ¢of the matter. Nevertheless,
on humanitarian grounds I am pre-
any action which wili
give any form of relief temporarily.

D, MNichelson: Like the hon. the
Hxxth Nominated Member (Mr. Luck-
hooy 1 do fesl that the tide of Federa-
tion' is voling and in the not very
distant futdre we shall see the Greater
Georgetown,y tise and take a worthy
place as the capital city of this Mag-
mm yit Pm\,lme. A visitor from over-
- «wme to me méﬁtm while ago and

1 wid He
the I‘é&ide}ltlai
h with  certain

parts of therm, and 1 said to him “Come
and let me show you a fine residential
area vising up on  the suburbs of
Georgetown.” We drove into Subryvan-
ville and this is what he said io me:
“Yes; nice houses buf behold the drain-

age. You have mud draing, stagnant
pools  covered with weeds, and wmud

roads. That is not nice”. 1 feel that if
the pm{}ie of Kitty were to come into
the Greater Georgetown Planthey would
enjoy-the amenities of better drainage
~-and that means befter health-—hetter
zewerage, more gdequate waler supply,
electric lighting and good roads.

1do’certainly take exception to the
statement made by the hon. Member for
Georgetown Central (My. Fernandes)

LATIVE COUNCIL,

Our potable

thier‘ S

cellent watey supply. 5 superio ,
the water we store in our vats, and it
is far superior to well water which is
charged with carbonates. 1 drink that
water and use no other than the potable
supply. 1 draw it from the tap and
drink it right away. Now I hear to-
day that its eolour is divty. It is an
excellent water supply, and I would wot
like it to go out that we have not L
good potable water su‘pply in George-
town, We are really moving ahead in
Georgetown, which is the only city in
the Caribbean that is completely sew~
ered. We have potable water to drink,
{0 bathe with and te water our plants,

Mr., Fernandes: To a point of eor-
rection ! San Juan in Puerte Rico is
completely sewered, and that iz in the
Caribbean. o ‘

Dr. Nicholson: 1 repeat that the
H of Georgetown is the only city
hich is completely sewered,

Mr. Fernandes: The city of San
Juan in Puerto Rico is slso completely
sewered.

Dr. Nicholson:
British Caribbean.

Let us say in the

Mr. Fernandes: That is a diffeveny
maiter.

Dr. Nicholson: The hon. the Sixth
Nominated Member (Mr. Luckhoo)
suggested that o loan of $32,000 to the
people of Kitty is net the solution to
the question, and -1 agree with him. 1
am not going to oppose the loan, but 1
feel that in the not distant future Kitty

is going $o incorporate itself  into
Georgetown, and then this $3 2%}1}5,

which has been spent might be a
waste. That is how 1 feel about it. 1
am not talking about Kitty, but I visit

Subryanville frequently. T have spoken
to guite a number of persons of Subry-
anville and they have assured me that

they are very : willing to haw ‘there
taken into the Lity. T}wy are not the
wealthy reudem:a bui‘, i;’ ~ Ter Ones.
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The masses in Kitty wani to be
mcorporated into f\}@iﬁghti win, Yei, we
cwere teld by the hon. Mover that Kitty
was invaded by the people of George-

rown because they want to gel away
m high vates and taxes. That is &
wvary good reason for bringing them i
"‘he” as i.? were, are zm*"nmm they
vin good sala-
N\,wg five the greater

i > day  in Georgetown,
b ut go to Kitty to sleep se asg to pay
all ra.ie» and taxes. We should cateh
ap with those people who

ire

o

away

from the Cilty. That is a very good
re cte have them neorporated into

Q‘t GwWiL.

the hon. the Bixth Nominated
: er has sdl d, a motion of this sort

, aj;' L}k humanitarian. The
v oand if there
s;msis, shall we not give
Se Loam not
the metion, but 1 recom-
people of Kitty that the

V. ui;;a» against

> they come ints the Greater
Georgetown Scheme it would be the

er for themselves, beecause in union
: strength. The taxes and rates
amead avey a greater area.
the Greater George-
5 Scheme dm“x they do not  have
erage, they would not be taxed sew-

erage  vates. They wonld be {axed
according  to the  amenities  they

hev would have adequate
representation in o the greater Town
Couneil, Just  as  the  individual
enuncillors of their wards fight for
their wards and brag about their
#ehievements for their wards, so the
Couneillors of  Kitty in  the Greater
Georgetown  Bcheme  would be able to
rag  of  their achievemenis in  the
Town Couneil,

and

Toe. Bingh: ¥ shall confine myself
strictly to the objeet of this motion,
and that iz, owing to inadeguate we Lter
supply-there is a hardship in Kitty a
a state of -emergency may arise. ""he
‘hon, Mover of the motion suggested
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the provision of overhead tanks. Such
tanks may be sseful for a certain time,
but what we have to consider is how
long these overhead taunks will take to
be erected. Arve there any other alierna-
tives? 1 think the safer one is to attach
Kitty o the Georgetown Municipality.
Their water supply would then be nol
only guite sutficient but of long stand-
ing duration.  Another sllernative, [
woeuld like to suggesi, is the putiing
down of another artesian well, As far as
I am concerned, T visit the Kitty Dis-
triet very frequently and koow there is
a shortage of potable water there 1
am told by many persens there, espe-
cially the poorer classes, that they are
quite willing 10 be attached 1o George-
town, but the hon. Member for Georges
town North (Dr. Nicholson) has said
that the wealthy people too have asked
to come in. They say that one or two
people in Kitty arve disturbing the
whole thing. So far as I am concerned,

I feel that [ cannot support this
motion. We should think of some alter-
native,

The President; I should like to
support this motion because I feel from
what has already been dome that this is
the only solution we can embark upon
immediately. The hon. the Sixth Nowm-
inated Member has told us what trans-
pirved in the Town Council and pointed
out that the Town Council had not
absolutely rejected the application to
give water to Kitty, but that if it
was to be given it would mean an
additional expenditure of about
$400,000~to give waier not only to
Kitty but to the other areas surround-
ing Georgetown. 1 de net  know
whether this question of waler has any-
thing to do with the question of amal-
gamation. 1 think they are sepavate
izsues and if the people of Kitly desirve
amalgamation or not with the City that
is theiy business. [ think Government
should know from the egperience they
had at Plaisance and Sparendaam that
uothing ean be forced down the throats
of the people.,




‘rv ha
Member Iw ﬂemuma—ﬁasequzba

wve  heard. the views 01 ?he

hon.
and the hon, Member for (Georgetown
North, They have said that rich people
and poor people alike ave desirous of

incorporating Kitty into the city of
Geprgetown, and we have heard the
hen. Mover of the motion say that the

Kitty  residents arve definitely sagainst
amalramation.  If it is Telt by the
Greo awri?“uw:‘x Coanci} and also by
the Government that amalgamation ig a
goud thing, 1 tmnk the best way to
solve the question would be to take a
referenduam.  Both sides can put the
sitnation wvery cleavly to the people,
tirstly, through the wmembers of the
Georgetown Town o Counell  and  the
authors of the Greater Georgetown
Plan “You ean  put the issues
1o the people of Kitty and  get them
to vote on it. As I see it, however,
the guestion of water supply for Kitty
should be handled outzide this issue of
amalea maﬁmz

There iz
Gaorgerown
a willing
me way as

no reason why the
Town Council cannot act
agent to sell water in the
Demerara Electrie
me seile . electricity, so as to fa-
cilitate the people of the outlying dis-
triets, It is true that expenditure by the
Town Council will be involved, but 1 am
sure that ihe same way Government
would be willing to lend money for im-
portant projects in this Colony, if the
Town Couneil ¢ame tp Government
and said ‘the people in Kitty are being
water starved and are willing fo buy
water i“zom us but we cannot provide it
anless we get an additional sum of
" money by v way of a joan to carry out this
capital work”™, I can see no difficulty
whatever in ‘Lhé loan being granted. I
feel that is the only way to tackle this
problem immediately. In the same way
the people of Kitty would see the
“advantages in buying water from the
Town Council, the residents of New-
town, Campbellville and other places
would go to the Town Couneil and apply
for those facilities.

ine

an

: ‘ém:msm
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As the hon. the Sixth Nammam{i
‘Member has said, the machzrzerv is al-
ready there and it is snly a question of |
leading the water from the ;)Iam‘ to
Kitty. That can be done peacemeal. He |
said that the whole thing embracing
Georgetown  and  its  environment
would cost about $400,000; but if we
take a section only I think it would cest
much less. 1 gee the Financial Secre-
tary shaking hiz head, as if to say that
is not so. I think we should have had
an expert here to give us expert
information on this matter. T mysell
would agree to this motion as it stands,
but [ would like to make this point: It
the expenditure of this $32,000 by Kitty
is to mean a waste of money fro
long-term point of view——s6 faras
ing an arrangement for Georget ‘
supply the water is concerned-—the 1
agree that there should not bhe this
“wasteful expenditure. That is why 1
would like to get from Government and
also from the experts what is the real
situation ag regards this matte bemg :
an ecopomic proposition. ‘

The Financial Secretary and Treas-
arer: 1 am very glad that the onset of
the November-December rains .
least taken some of the urgency @
gome of the heat—and possibly gcﬁme of
fhe fierceness —out of this partiegls .
motion, and that we have had some
reasonable and logical srgument  this
afternoon, as evidenced in the speech
of the hon. Member for Central
Georgetown. I feel that there has
“been some. confusion of thought shout
this whole issue. In the first place, we
are confusing the inclusion of Kitty
and  other places outside George-
town in the Greater Georgetown
Pizm with incorporatie‘m by the Mu ;

%hem@ thc"h wasg pnpawd ;
Costello and accepted by the Centml
Housing and Planning Authority, and
afterwards on behaif of the Government
and is now law-—was accepfed by the
Georgetown Town € ouncil, the Kitty
Village Council, the Lodge X"’zilagf* ‘
Couneil &Ld 1 thmk one

o




‘: ‘m no greater
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bodies, That is to say, the plan for
wtending the limits of what we now
know as Georgetown has been accept-

ed,  Bub what hags been in issue for
some  time, 18 the question whether
Kitty should come within the scope of

the Local Authority of Georpetewin-
the Georgetown Town Council

1 am serry [ have to deal with the
second  issue first and lsave the water
supply guestion {or the iast. This ques-
tion of the incorporation of Kitiy in
Georgetown  hag been the subject of
controversy and misunderstanding——and
fam afraid to say, misrepresentation—
and At is for that reason that (;(Wemw
ment set up a Commitiee—a working
party-——to prepare and present a plan of
the steps, legal and otherwise, which
shiould be taken to bying it about, and
also at the same time to set ont in theixr
report someihing of the result on the
inhabitanis of the wvarious areag con-
corned. We know very well what the ob-
jections to ingorporation ave, If I were
a repident of Kitty, like two of the hon.
Mermbers who have gpoken this after-
noon, 1 mysel! may have been unhappy
about it

People feel that thely coming
within the Municipality would wean,
immediately, the upplication of rates
and faxes or, posaibly, rates alone on the
level existing in  Georgefown how.
Feople also believe they would lose their
measure of representation in the local
authority, They do not understand that
when incorporated they would have io
veceive an equal measure of represen-
tation -In  the F‘J‘:Wﬁ Couneil as  any
member ward in They certain-
Iy do not under inegrporation
would, necessarily, mean somé pogition
whereby the rating of thelr area would
“he eguitable and fair. That is to say,
ghe\ wonld *m}v pay Tor such amenities
ag they get,

In other words, 1 feel that ineor-
poration would mean that for some {ime
‘the rvesidents of Kitty would pay ne more
.7 level of taxation than they
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“the modern sery

“only way it
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are paying Bow. Those ave fegrs thai
are existing in the minds of people but
need not exist any move and it is to
set those fears af rest and to set out the
legal position-—the lepal steps—that
that Committee was set ap, Thisx Com-
mittee however, has suffered many vici-

situdes. It was set up under the Chalr-
manship  of Mr. Perey King, but

shortly after he fell il amd had to go

away. He was replaced by Mr. Gilbert
Farnum, Crown Counsel, who was then

about fo take leave, and I am afraid he
was unable to pay adequate attention
to this very difficult task. The Town
*‘Clerk was also one of the members of
the Committee, but he had been made to
forego leave previously and was very
auxious to get awayv. I think what Gov-
ernment asccepted was o preliminary
report., but Government was compelled
to ask that the study be continued under
the Chairmanship of Mr. A. (. Brazao,
now His Lovdship, Mr. Brazuo, and 1
think among the facts sent in he ex-
plained what had been the delay in
bringing to a head this coniroversial
issue as to whether it is right that Kitty
should be incorporated into the City.

I would join issue with the hon.
Member for Georgetown Sonth who has
vepresented Kitty as a village. 1t iz true
that it has that stains ander the Loesl

“Government Board, but it is not a vil-

lage at all. 1L it & suburban ares of
Georgetown in which 11,000 people are

“living. It has a population greater than

*ha.‘f of the town of New ﬁhiﬁi@rdam It
a8 an“dfea uf‘ thi f‘?wcfde? of Georgetown

and it Tollows s, nth&u doubt, that there
muai be some préssure to bring it with-
in the confines of the City. That has hap-
pened all over the world and it is right
that where an area such as this exists
ontside the City—a citv which has all
ices as vegards sanifa-
tlon and se on-—it ghould come within
the area and be developed. That is the
could be done. 1 myself
hope that when the case for incorpora-
tion iz fairly put before the people

“and before the Legislature, the evidence

would be overwhelming In favour of
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the incorporation of :
other areas within the ambit of t

Greater Georgetown Plan and within
the authority of the Georgetown Town

Council.

To come back to the object of this
motion which is purely to relieve a
hardship as regards the water supply
in Kitty, we are told that what is de-
sivable is to spend the sum of $32,000
for the erection of tanks. [ am entire-
ly in agreement with the hon. the
Sixth Nominated Member (Mr. Luek-
hoo) in this respect. It is a futile ges-
ture, to my mind, as to what is really
required. The obvious thing to do is
to connect Kitty with the water supply
of Georgetown which has recently been
enlarged and extended and purified.
That is the obviously correet thing to
do. At the present time the Town
Council of Georgetown are considering
—ag they must consider--how they
ean make arrangements for the supply
of water to all the suburban areas com-
prised in the Greater Georgetown Plan.
These areas arve Kitty, Newtown,
Campbellville, the Decanting Centre at
Ruimveldt, La Penitence, Bel Air and
so on. I have been furnished with an
advance copy of the memorandum pre-
nared by the Mayor and Town Council
on the subject and 1T see from this
memorandum  that  the figure of
$400,000 is the estimate for preparing
additional filter tanks to serve. the
whole area, plus the necessary pipes. -

What 1 suggest is that whatever
happens we are going to have to pro-
vide a better waler supply for New-
town, Campbellville, Bel Air and so on.
Houses are going up at Bel Air now
and there is going to be 4 great
clamour for a water supply for the
people. there, Therefore, it is meces-
sary for the Municipality to make

~arrangements to supply these areas, and

I do not see whv the same opportunity
should not be used to supply Kitty., I,
for .one, think that to spend woney on
thiz futile gesture——putting up twe

VE COUNCIL.

ty' and the

sioners’ scheme and to provide -water

motion.

ernment and the Town Council to make
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tanks to serve | _people at Kitty
only—is not righ nk it would be 2
waste of public funds and that we
should invite the Town Council to.
bring forward, as expeditiously as pos-
sible, plans for supplying these areas
with a potable water supply from
Georgetown. '

Here, 1 cannot but touch on the
point so ably made by the hon. Mem
ber for Central Demerara (Dy, Jagan).
The question of a water supply for
these areas is not insolubly bound up
with the question of amalgamation
with the Municipal government. Hon.
Members know that there ate wavs and
means of providing the Town Couneil
with the necessary authority by statute
to supply water from the Georgetown
Sewerage and Water Commissioners’
scheme fo these areas, so that if in :
their wisdom the Legislature and all
the people of Kitty reject incorpora-
tion  with Georgetown, there iz no
egsential reason why some arrangement
could not be made by law whereby a
supply of water from the Sewerage
and  Water Commissioners’ scheme
¢onld not be carried through. 1 come
back to my point: It seems to me to he
completely wrong 1o waste public funds
on the kind of scheme mentioned for an
aves like Kitty, when we have staring
us in the face this much move effective
and greater plan for extending the fil-
tering capacity of the Water Commis-

for all the aveas. We know that the
pumping capacity is sufficient, and all
that is required is the necessary filfer-
ing beds and the necessary pipes io
carry the water over.

1 notice that there is a tendency on
the part of some hon. Members v
oppose  any  kind of amalgamatic
relating to Kitty and the Town Council,
vet they say that on humanitarian
grounds we  should not oppose thi
T submit that the best course
for hon. Members is to urge upon Gov-
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arrangements. as
tiously as they ea
- zupply, and leave

amalgamation of Ki ttv with the Muni-
 ecipality to take its proper place in the
schemeof things. 1 am going to deny
= completely that it was ever the inten-
~ fion of Government to force Kitty into
_ this amalgamation by using any finan-
cial 1*vmpon against them; that is to

say, by refusing to give them this
532,000 which, of course, Government

cap well afford in order to make them
amalgamate with Georgelown,

My, Fermandes : May [ rise to
a peint of correction 7 Nobody is talk-
ing about “giving” Kitty $52,000.

The Financigi Secrelary and
Tr&aguwr : The hon. Member should
not :}id} with words; he knows what I
meant when 1 said “give”. Tf il is cor-
vect that this iz only a westure, then
it is a waste of public funds. 1 am
i + o show that the correct thing
ig o urge upon Government and the
Town Council to take speedy action to
the pregent water supply. 1
~weonld not agree that Kitty
e}w ilf spend money when this greater
- scheme is already on the tapis now and
 can be proceeded with,

’Hn?«‘[acm,, i, for oue, find myself
some difficulty in this matter. 1
¢ whether the hon. the Financial

wietary or the hon. Mover of the

" questions. [ hope I am not going to
rrass anvone by these questions, as
1 seem to have done st previous sessions
cof this Council. What I would like to
know is this: If a loan of $32,000 is
~mude to the Kitly Village Council how
soon  would the present situation be
relieved?  Secondly, if the loan iz not
made and the plan which has been
explained so ably by the horw the Finan-
cigl Secretary is put into operation,
wegoon wounld that relieve the present
iation at Kitty 7 I think there are
wany of us in this Council who ave
impressed on  humanitarian  grounds

question of the
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Cour minds as
: ke right solution
and not only s tempordty expenditure.
1 feol that the answer these two
guestions would help us in argiving at
2 decision in this malter

The Finaneial
Treasurer : 1 certainly cannot answer
the first guestion becavse 1 am  not
entirely aware of the degree of urgens
for an additionsl water sapply in Kitty,
1 have heard, however, that people are
suffering, and especially  householders
with taps in thelr houses for ?wmmw»
and things of that sort. If tl’zw

sympa tam mth them. | my
that the . rain ‘.‘
relieve the »z‘{;zfmwx
has been

C@s:re»ém*v snd

cantiol how
problem sl have become SO
diately wurgent. This application

$32,000 was made before.  As

the second question, T think m 1
from what 1 have seen in the Town
Council memorandum-—4hat the scheme
could be completed within two vears,

and perhaps within two months a start
could be made. That is o sav, the
erection of the fmw filter beds and the
completion of the piping. | am sure
that the ww%: of %{ }‘mmy conld he
started in advance of the filter heds.
The filter beds would fake a long time
hut there is no cause why the work
should be held up beeause the pipes
have to be orvdered from s

abroatd. T ¢
tainly think that within two vears
new water
completed.

supply  scheme rcould he

Dir. Gonealves: 1 ad
according o the hon.
seconder of the motion,
urgency as regards velievi
the water supply conditions
there. 1 do not think, however, that
the motion before ‘rhe
tricably bound up
incorporating
Georgetown, and
safe side 1 think it

-

i, B,
Mover and
i}{ﬂf’

b Z

ammﬂ ig inex-




me to sgpport th
Mover of the
Couneil axmed with
Kitty Village Council. Am 1 to under-
standd  that that Council would ‘have
taken such authority upon themselves
it an emergency did not exist? In the
light of what I have gathered from the
hon, the Sixth Nominated Member, 1
cannot . understand what was the
inability on the part of the Georgetown
Town Council to relieve the situation.
Having heard the Financial Secretary,
however, it appears that it is not a
question of inability on the part of the
Town Council to supply the water, but
that the putting down of filter beds
~and 80 ‘on is necessary to enable them
to do so. In that case, if good judg-
ment cannot be made to prevail upon
the Town Council to supply the water
T shall be left dismayed.

“The Financial Secretary has said
that it would be a waste of public funds
if Kitty ix allowed fo spend $32,000 to
bring sbout the relief they propose, but
T do not agree with that argument
heeause the money would be theirs. The
residents of the area are suffering and
the question of providing velief for
them with this money is guite a differ-
ent ome from the question of federation
or inegrpoeration with the City. T think
it would be & fine pesture on the part
of the Municipality to ‘sopply  the
water without considering the question
of incorporation with the City. If that
is to come it would do so ip its own
time. 1 am supporting the motion on
the ground that the maﬂer is an urgent
ane.

Mr. Lee: 1 cannot see the argu-
ment of the hen. Member for Eastern
Berbice -, Gonsalves), when he says
that the eredzon of theqe tanks iz go-
ing to take a long time, m‘&baj)!y one
or twg vears, and the Town Coungil
can get the additional filters within 18
months and, thercfore, it would be a
waste of that $32,000 to the peopie of
Kitty if they zo into the Greater
Georgetown Scheme, The people are

2 manda?e from the.
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stie fact that the'
herse is willing

give them:w

Dr. G(msaivv&s: To a pmnr ('“'
planation | My conlention
eity of Georgetown is in g po
supply water te Kitty the x]u%%:lm‘i of
amalgamation should not exist. ~ The -
point then arises, whether it wtnld be
more expeditious to erect the tanks oy
get the supply from Georgetown

, Mr. Lee : [ think the people uf
Kitty should be apprised of the fact,
publicly or otherwise, whether thrnughff ‘
the B.P.I or any other source of i ,
formation, that they can negot iate Wlh’“ -
the Georgetown Town Council dnﬁ

the Georgetown Town Council is wx]h
mg M’shm tw} yeax’% thev xwui“

necesqar) me\nc‘imeﬁt to the
Couneil Ordinance can then bhe m
But to say that the loan is to
ply tanks now, T ‘would like th
Mover of the motion to say ththet .
they can get them so us to relieve the
situation, As it stands, the pvepie ay

in need of immediate relief, ; 3
enly source of immediate relief is mm— i
fall. Is it better for the people
Kitty to negotiate with the Georgetown
Town Counecil and within two vears
have a potable water supply or to erect

tanks and lose $32.000 after a
Mr, Carter: 1 am very grat
those Members who have support
motion and . seen the need foy
immediate relief te be given to &

poor. people who have been suffering
for some time at Kitty. 1 woold like
to reply te the waricus points raised
by the speakers, and you would forgive
me if I appear to be disjointed as I
make my reply to the various 3
raised. The hon. the Colonial 3
tary =aid that there was a little sons
Tusion of thought becanse. this motion
was being linked with the idea ¢
carporation  into the City.  But
it is necessary for us to diseus
incorporation beeause T siill ss
the . mﬂ} way the Gen?;@tfswﬂ Tom
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‘Couneil would spend money to increase
theiy potable water supply g if they
know that they can get an increase of
veveniue from somewhere in order 1o
ke that expenditure. So far as
they plan fo use the $4060,000
as @azt of the plan for the incorpora-
tion of Kitty inte Ueovgetown under
'h@ a(iminiqtmticm of the Town Coun-

C Tean only be so. It is net a plan

o fhat $400,000 to supply water
. to the various neighbouring distriets
3 th9a£ mwm&}mtmn and on the hasis
: water to those districts,

: 1e Case: i am .sur*e, zt is

T ,nmtmtmn uf ﬂxe 'I‘vm; Cloun-
vs we find the people of Kitty
gisting this incorporation, oune
wgine that even if the George-
Town  Counell can  raise that
- of  $3400,000  they are only
to turn the tap on ito Kitty if
is incorporated into the City. I
say it is part of a sinister plan
incorporate Kitty by  withholding

Water supply from the wesldents
tv, and It will continue to bhe so.
hon. the Seventh Nominated

{(Mr. Luckhoo) has asked how
he plan would be implemented if
got its watey supply from George-
and the hon. the Finanecial Secre-
v and Treasurer has sald two years.
That cannot be. T feel that by the time
you place your orders for the materials
and receive supplies it will be 18 months.
f am sure the Town Councll will not
be able to do it within five vears—Jlay-
ing the pipes, ete. It means that these

Peo b Kitty will have to be suffer-
ing ”Trmg time even if they agree

to be incorporated into the administra-
tion of Georgetown. So far as the
tanks are coneerned, they will not be
uging steel tanks, ag the hon. Member
Esssequibo River (Mr. Lee) sug-

sts, They will be using concrete
tanks because of the urgeney and

because steel tanks are not obtainable
. at ﬁze moment.

TG say that t;hca rama
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Ay for that reason
the situation iz not . s like hury-
ing one’s head in the sand. Even if the
raing relieve the situation for a few
months, this condition iz bound %o
recur. The hon, the Colonial Secretary
aswed how suddenly 1t bas §){zc(2mv,
urgent. It is gpot sudden. It has
heer for some time. The reason for

the urgency is that the people at Eitiy
in an attempt to provide greater com-
forts for themselves b installed sep-

{ie tanks at their homes and they have
to be flushed ﬂ(iil;@; That has used

up a great deal of their water supply.
it will take, as far as 1 know, not move
than six to nine months to erect these
concrete tanks and to set off the water
supply into the various homes at Kitty.

Members have spoken the des
for Federation. but this will not be so
much a federation of Kitty and George
town. It will be an integration, as Kitty
will be swallowed up into Georgetown.
It is not a question of federation. In
a federation one understandg that the
status of the various component paris
will be maintained, but this will not
e so in  the Greater Georgetown
Scheme. | am afvaid the hon, the
Financial Secretary and Treasurer let
the cat out of the bag when he said
that the rates will only.be chargeable
for the amenities supplied. It ig clear
and logical that if grealey amenities
wre supplied the rates would have to be
énueasuh hut when the vote is to be
iaken in the Greater Town Council
there is pot geing te be any equitable
working ont of the mmenities supplied
to Kitty and thp rates worked out on
that hbasiz. Pos concrete
drains will be
rates up.

The Finarcial &%mzre ary and Trea-
surer: Weould the Member allow

me to explain that? Thai is just one of

the things thiz Committee will be seb
up to do—ito explain exactly how in the
legislation which will have to be intro-
duced to incorporate Eitly  provision
will be made for a sepamate budget for
a time. Undoubtedly it is quite correct
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that thexe sho d be a separa
for Kitty in which th%:y would ;}av for
what it gets.

Mr, Carters If that is going to be
the case, what is the need for the in-
corporation if Kitty is going to con-
tinue to have a separate budget and the
rates will be increased according to the
amenities they enjoy ¥  There is no
point in the incorporation. I cannot
forget—and Members should not forget
—the ineorporation of Albouystown in-
to Georgetown 25 vyears ago. Today
Alhouystown is the worst distriet of
the City, a slum arep with the voads
and draips filthy and grass growing
on the streets. The same thing is going
to . happen  to  Kitty. Kitty  and
Albopyatown will be much the same, as
they have the same class of poor resi-
dents. That is why Kitty will resist
this incorporation. Kitty has advanced
fairly well during the last few vears.
Tt is not asking for this slight assist-
ance from Government as s gift. Tt
is to be a lpan with inberest charged
on - it. There iz mno reason why this
Inan should not be made.  The hon. the
Financial Secretary and Treasurer re-
eards it az a fuiile gestummta use his
own words. How can it be a futile
gesture to solve a very serious problem
for 11.000 people 7 Tow can it be 2
fatile gesture to give them an adeqguate
water supply and so save Kitty and
possibly Georzetown from a very seri-
ous epidemic which may follow from a
shortage of water supply 7 That ecan
hardly he a Tutile gesture. T submit,
and I think we ‘zhnuid all’ agree, that
it is a necessity to the residents of
Kitty that t‘heze should be some fmme-
diate rvelief given to them within the
next six to eizht months, as this motion
seeks to make provision for, and not
the conrse of five or possibly ten
are, as Toam sure anv other alterna-
tive remedv suggested by the federa-
toniste will take.

Mﬂtmn pm smfi ﬁ*g« ("mwmi divided
- and x‘f}fed as %ih:xw -

rive COUNGIL  TLS,
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For—Me
Carter, Sme
Fernandes, Tﬁamp%n, Roth D
Dy, Nicholson—il3.

f

Against-—Dr, Singh, the Fiu\, :
Secretary and Treasurer, the Attor ney-
(:eneral the Colonial Sacrﬂtamw—»&

Did wnot vole—Mry, Lee—1.

Motion adopted.

CLOSING OF AMERICAN VICE-
CONSULATE,

I beg 10 mo
relevant Sta .
in Qrdex to enabie

Mr. Macnie
suspension of the
Ruk,s cmé Of'deiw

h:hs been aupph@d to h{mt Membe
and have it discussed. T think it
sufficiently important and urgen
me to do so.

Mr. Fernandes : | second tha

Question put, and agreed to,

Relevant  Standing Rules and

Orders suspended.

Mr. Maenie : 1 beg to move the
following motion (— * .
“Whereas it was announced on 5%%1
November that the Vice Consulate of the
United States of America in this Lomn’,
will be closed {o the public from the e d~
of November, 1952:
And whexeas the services afftmle&
by the office of the American Vice Congul
have heen of great benefit in the main-
tenance of good relations hetween the:
peoples of the United States of America
snd British Guiana;

And whereas the office
American Viece Consul has bee
valuable assistance not only in wog
the development of trade but espe{n éy
in facilitating arrangements for travel
to the United States of Ameriea for all
sections of the inhabitants of this Cnlcmv
for a wide varietv of purposes: ;

Be it resolved that this Hmmvabie
Council records its deep regret and grave
eoncern.  regarding. the announcement
ih:ﬁ; ‘the nvcrwsn Vice Q&nm}'xm will %s:e; .
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ﬁi@ﬁe& af:ﬁ caccordingly  ssks  that  His
Excellency the Officer Administering the
Government telegraph the terms: of this
motion and debate to the Secretary of
. : fur the Colonies, with the request
hat Her Majesty’s Government make
_ immediate representations to the Govern-
ment of the United States of America for
roconsideration of the decision reached
m;g} for the maintenance of the Vice-
- Consulate as at present established or in
the last resort in a modified form”

First of all, I would like to thank
_vou, sir, and hon. Members of Council
for 3«g;ﬁ?§ng that this motion be taken
thm afternoon. 1 take that as an indi-
eation: of concurrence with my view
1is matter is of sufficient import-
~and  urgency to justify such
setion. I do not think I need add a
_great deal to what I have stated in the
preamble te the motion or in fact the
dve clause, but 1 think it iz only
proper that I should pay tribute to the
reices of the Viee-Consuls and Officers
who have served in the past in this
Coloriy on behalf of the Government
 the United States of America,
assistance which they have given
to all sections of the inhabitants of this
country. [ would also like to pay
\;ﬁt\'ibute from personal knowledge, not
1 connected with myself, to the
which the Viee-Consul at
with us and his staff are
1 to facilitate the granting of
, ‘to inhabitants of this Colony who
2 knmv they will have to travel shortly.

Tne closing of the American Vice-
"Camulate in this Coleny——if it has to
bo closed and 1 hope it will not be
eloged, and 1 would wnot wmove this
motion if 1 did not cherish the hope
that it may be possible for the deci-
sion to bhe varied — will vesylt in
thizs gitvation: Anyvone wishing to
ge to the United States of America
will - have to go to Trinidad and
. stay over there for a while in order
to obtain a visa to enter the United
States of America. T think it iz well
¥known to all Members of Couneil that
persons not only tmvei throngh the
Z}s;SA byt g
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,tmve} to the
U.S.A. not enh on regular business but
in ecases of emergency, sickness,. for
medical - treatment, surgical operations
and other forms of treatment which
call  for _immediate action, They
travel not because they want to go fo
the U.8.A.I do not think they would
get the currency—but travel on the
advice . of medical opinion in this
Colony, and very often it iz a matter

of ~hours and of greal importance in
their getting there and delay may
often. be fatal. If the Vice Consulate

is closed, these unfortumate people who
have to travel for such purposes would
have to be delayed in Trinidad, 1
understand. . Therefore they will not
be able to get on a plane at short notice
and go straight through to New York
and in a matter of just a day be in the
hands of the experts there to whom
those patients had been advised to go
by our own medical men in this coun
try.

There is also the guestion of other
people who travel to the U.S.A. {o fur-

ther their own education. Diffieulties.
inecnveniences  and  even  additional

expenge would be placed in their way
in getting to the US.A. T feel, sir,
there is Jittle more I need add to what
I have said in supplementation of what
has been already written in the resolun
tion before the Council. 1 express the
hope that the mrotion will be accepted
unanimously by this Council and that
Your Excellency would find it possibie,
if that happens here today, o commu-
nicate the terms of the motion and the
substance - of the debate to the Secre-
tary  of State for the Colonies as
requested in the resolve clause of the
motion.

Dr. Nicholson : 1 should like to
second the motion and, in addition to
what has heen said in rvegard to the
expenses of persons wishing to go to
the U.B.A., the delay, ute., to say that
it would mean that t persong  who

A. to stady
Y exaimined

wgmid havé to bé meiii
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in the I land of Trinidad. Perhaps,
they may fail to pass that examination
and have to return to British Guiana
much to their disappointment ‘and
expense. It is a very exhaustive exam-
ination. At one time I was on the
panel of medical examiners. Some
times they fail to pass the medical
examination and have to be treated. It
takes some considerable time for them
to be treated so as to get rid of certain
infections, such as filariasis. If they
were to proceed from here to Trinidad
for the ‘examination, they might have
to spend a very long time there being
treated or, perhaps, they might be sent
back to British Guiana for treatment.
There would be undue delay and addi-
tional expense. 1 do mot think [ can
add anything further to what has been
said. The motion simply ecommends
itself to everybody and *o the Council.

Mr. Kendall : | am supporting
this mwotion in its entirety and would
like to pay a compliment to the hon.
Mover for bringing it to this Council
at this time. Like the last speaker, 1
cannot add very much more to show
its importance, but I would like to say
that I know of a case in point where
two children, who have already received
the medical O.K. and are just awaiting
their visa, will on account of this deci-
sion have to go to Trinidad to obtain
it. That means additional expenditure
on the part of some elder member of
the family who will be forced to accom-
pany the children to Trinidad and ee
them receive their visa and proceed to
the U.S.A. I think this is a matter of
great importance, and I would like to
see it brought to a head very early,
especially now that the American
Consul General is in British Guiana.
I think it would be well for this Gov-
ernment to see to it that some measure
of relief is given in this matter.

The Colonial Secretary: The Gov-
ernment shares the deep regret and
concern expressed by the hon. the
Seventh Nominated Member and also

LEGISLATIVE
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shares his hope that even at this late
hour it may be found possible by the
U.S. Authorities to continue their
Consulate in British Guiana. I would
like to take this opportunity to express
Government’s appreciation of the
co-operation and assistance we have
always received from the present Vice-
Consul and from all his predecessors.
I would also like to express — what [
know is true—-our thanks for the
unfailing courtesy and assistance that
the American Consulate has always
given to the nationalists of this coun-
try. It is very much appreciated
because, as it has been said by previous
peakers, many of our nationalists
unfortunately have to journey to the
U.S.A. ¢n matters of extreme urgency
and very often through grave illness.

Sir, T am pleased to support this
niotion.
Dr. Jagan: 1, too, would like to

support this motion, and I concur with
all the things that have been said by
Members who have spoken on this
motion. But there is one additionai
fact which has not been mentioned and
that is, after this Consulate is removed.
as it is intended, all persons intending
to go to the U.S.A. from here would
have to go to Trinidad, and Trinidad
today is certainly becoming a “Fascist”
country. One may find that British
subjects from British Guiana not only
will not be allowed to enter Trinidad
but to pass through their airport.
Only a few days ago two British sub-
jects from Jamaica intending not to
enter Trinidad but to pass through
there to Barbados wvie Curacao were
told that they could not do so. They
had even requested of the Triridad
Government that they be held in Police
custody while at the airport or be kept
on the plane, but the Trinidad “FFascist”
Government refused. In fact, despite
all of this, on the day when those per-
sons were expected to arrive in Trini-
dad the “Fascist Legion” went to the
airport armed with bayonets and guns,
no doubt to prevent this invasion of the
Land of the Humming Bird by two
British subjects.
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This, Sir, is a very serious matter.
I have not protested yet, but I intend to
move a motion in this Council soon
about this matter because I feel that
at least persons must be allowed to
pass through the airport which is a
very important one to my mind. There
is a great deal of travelling being done
to Latin America and the U.S.A.
through Piarco airport. This is be-
cause of the fact that when the Ameri-
can Consul issues a passport for Port-
of-Spain or any other part of Trinidad,
it means that those individuals who
have been already banned by the Trini-
dad Government from entering Trini-
dad would not be able to visit that
Colony if they want to travel to the
U.S.A. Of course, entering the U.S.A.
Is another matter also, but we jump
one hurdle at a time. At the start the
hon. Member found that in some cases
we did not know whether Trinidad
would agree as regards the Consulate
remaining here, but if they did not it
would mean much hardship to Guianese
who want to travel to the U.S.A.

Mr, Peters: As one who ha had
first-hand personal experience of both
of these systems of the American
Consulate in these parts, I certainly
desire to add ‘my congratulations to
the hon. Mover in bringing forward
this motion today, and also to expre s
my regret at the impending removal of
the American Vice Consul from this
Colony. In 1937 when my son was
about to go abroad to begin his studies
in medicine, the Consulate was not
operating in British Guiana and I had
to face the added expense of having to
o to Port-of-Spain and spend about a
week there in order to get matters
through. About a month later, my wife
and I decided to go up, and there again
we had to go to Trinidad and spend
about a week there in order to get our
papers through and get to the U.S.A.
I was certainly pleased when America
reverted to the system of having a
onsulate in British Guiana.” I think
it is rather a tragedy that the time
ha come when the Consulate is going
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back to Trinidad. I do not know
whether in the near future the United
States Government would experience
a change of heart and decide to bring
back the Consulate here. I know of
the inconvenience and difficulty caused
when one has to go to Port-of-Spain
in order to get matters through before
travelling to the U.S.A. I am cer-
tainly supporting the motion.

Mr. Macnie: 1 do not wish to
reply but only to thank hon. Members
of the Council for their support and

Government for its acceptance of the
motion.

Motion put and agreed to.

The President: 1 should like to
add that I have already expressed my
regret and concern over the decision
of the American Government and I
will do so to the Consul who is leaving
today. I am glad I have the unani-
mous opinion of this Council behind me
in any representation I have made to
the Secretary of State in the matter.
I do not know what chances there are
of reversing this decision, but I think
they are very slight. This decision
was taken purely on financial grounds
and, al any rate, 1 shall do whatever
I can to see whether it could be
reversed.

SUMMARY JURISDICTION (OFFENCES)
(AMENDMENT) BILL.

The Attorney-General: 1 beg to
move the second reading of the Bill
intituled—

“An Ordinance further to amend the
Summary Jurisdiction (Offences) by in-
creasing the maximum penalty that may
be inflicted in respect of various acts cf
indecency.”

As hon. Members will see, clause 2
of this Bill seeks to increase the maxi-
mum penalty that may be imposed on
any person convicted of any act of
indecency within public hearing. The
section which this clause seeks to
amend reads as follows:—

“172. Everyone who, in any public way
or public place, or in any house, yard,
garden, or other place open to public view
or within public hearing,
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(a) uses any indecent or obscene
gesture; or

(b) exposes his person in an indecent
manner; or

(c) wuses any indecent or obscene lan-
guage; or

(d) sings any indecent or obscene song
or ballad,

shall, on conviction thereof, be liable to a
penalty of twenty-five dollars.”

As I. have already said, clause 2
seeks to increase the penalty from $25
to $50. I may add that, as a result
of representations made, considera-
tion has been recently given to this
matter and it is felt that the imposi-
tion of a heavier penalty for this type
of conviction would have a very good
effect. It is very regrettable and
sometimes sad to see people who should
know very much better, using obscene
language regardless of the place or the
persons around. Where there is a
conviction in future the Magistrate
would be able to impose a stiffer
penalty and, perhaps, that might re-
duce this very undesirable practice.

The Financial

Secretary
I'reasurer seconded.

and

Mr. Roth: T should like to con-
gratulate Government in bringing this
Bill at this time. I would suggest
that opportunity be taken to intro-
duce an amendment to the section
of this very Ordinance dealing with
cruelty to animals. Since the publica-
tion of this Bill, I have been approached
by several citizens of repute asking me
to bring to the notice of Government
that opportunity should be taken to
increase the fine and double the pun-
ishment mentioned in sections 183 to
188 dealing with cruelty to animals, as
it is apparent that the fines imposed by
Magistrates have not had the desired
effect. Hon. Members will recollect
that some days ago a person was fined
only $10 for beating a dog to death. I
have not discussed this matter with
the Attorney-General and would ask
that the Committee stage of the Bill be
deferred to allow a discussion with
him.,
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Mr. Lee: I do not se any reason
for this amendment to the Summary
Jurisdiction (Offences) Ordinance. I
would like to hear from the hon. the
Attorney-General the source from which
representations have been made  in
this matter, because all the members of
the Police Force and of the Legal Pro-
fession know that under section 139 of
this Ordinance there is ample provi-
sion for dealing with cases of disor-
derly behaviour.

The Attorney-General: I am sorr -
to interrupt the hon. Member, but I
think that argument verifies the rea on
for this Bill. It brings the offence u
to that of disorderly behaviour.

Myr. Lee: It was also provided in
section 122 that the penalty should be
$25. There must have been a reason
why this provision was made. Those
of us who practise in the Courts know
that the Police always institute prose-
cutions under this section and the
Magistrate would impose fines accord-
ingly. What would the increase in the
fines be ? Is it that Magistrates
would be compelled to fine more than
$25 7 Is it that Magistrates would
have an opportunity to educate the
people who commit these offences ? I
think the remedy must be introduced
in another form. Many of the people
brought before the Court for using
indecent language are poor and would
not be able to pay heavy fines,
therefore they would have to go to
prison. If we want to reform them
however, we should not endeavour to
make them “jail birds”. The remedy
is to educate the people not to use inde-
cent language at all. That is how Gov-
ernment must tackle the situation. If
we provide that they should be fined
$50 each they would not be able to pay,
so they would go to prison and event-
ually become convicts. Those of us who
want to remedy this evil should
endeavour to reform these people by

way of the churches, the schools and
other places.

Mr. Luckhoo: To my mind the last
speaker has amply proved the case for



\@d&pﬁ;‘ng thks amendment  whi

. nalty is up to &ao 1 recall
@ e ‘where a man was charged with
‘ ﬁg hzs pu,Sun aud th&z Magzst?ate

m El pezmlty crf

, _mat}e h*m hdbl@
%25, -1t does seem tp me exiraor-
; timas:y that in a case of indecent lan-
' guag& one can be fined $50, vet for a
~ more serious offence, like exposing the
- person, the Magistrate cannot fine him
o more “than  $25. Magistrates
fuets and impose fines accordingly. Al
that is being said here today is that
. the penalty for indecent behaviour
should be increased to $50 rather than
leaving it at the paliry sum of $25.
That 1s net to induce Magistrates to
‘increase their penalties, but to enable
them to impose a fine of $50 when the
case justifies it. The argument that
a penalty of only
[ ot offences i a weak argument., |
zwamvn %uppmt this proposed amend-
: men? of the law

Mr, Thompsen: I certainly think
- that this is 2 case for education, as sug-
gested by the hon. Member for Berbice
Hiver. A man must be made fo feel
that he should respect himself and
- should therefore be careful about the
 language he uses. We are not here to
make criminals of anyone and I think
= educ%mn of the young people especial-
ly can do quite a lot to remedy the sit-
uation. When 1 look back to 20 or 25
years ago, I think I can say that we

had  better children then. For one
thing, parents supported anyone who

bried to diseipline their children in
 those davs, Now children could be found
ceursing their elders in the villages and
other places. I think we must get our
people to understand that these things
must be cuved by proper education,

out of the children. Very often a
Magistrate would impose a fine of $7.50

provided in the law. 1T certainly think
we should seek the. assistance of our
@mas \W}faw ms:;aﬁ %“mm}% and try to

; i;mzt in fizsarderiv behavmnr -

judge

25 is provided for

sueh behaviouy, 1 think

since we do not want to make criminals-

 for indecent language although %25 is.

~Georgetown Central,

k“ ‘é90ﬁ

@hon}d w@g@em th veﬁ. ‘1 think that
would be’ much mo ﬁife(‘hi?& ‘in trving
to xmpmw ‘them than increasing the
penalty that m}ght he mzpc«%f;i on-.¢on-
vietion.

Mr. Fernandes:
port this amendment eaven ,
agree with the hon, Member who has
just taken his seat that we should try
and educate these people so as to pre-
vent them from using indecent lan- =
guage. But, while we are waiting to
do that these results would continue, 1
do not see why a man who uses indecent
language should be fined $50 while one

1 am going to sup-

who steals all the time shoukd be fined
825,

I think Governmeni should see
the need for putting all these offence=
on one level.

Mr, Peters: [ should very much
like to support the amendment put for-
ward by the hon. the Attorney-General
in this Bill. I am in a position to say
that there is a great deal of education-
al work being done to improve the
morals of our people generally, yet
there is a good deal of looseness which
must be corrected. I know that the
churches and other institutions in oup
midst are doing the best they can, and

also that the Society for the Promotion

of Refinement among Children is work-
ing overtime to see what it can do to
improve  the wmorals of the people
in our midst. There seems to be
an epidemic of bad language and
indecent behaviour iy these days and if
Gnvernment feels that the time has
come to enicnge upon the penaitv for
it should be
attitude in  the
support the amend-

wmmendtd for its
mattex ’ xhali

ment

The Attorney-General: 1 think the
comments made by ‘hon. Members
answer the criticisms by the hon. the

Second  Nominated Member and
the  hon.  Member for Essequibe
River. 1 think it is fairly obvious, as

pointed out by the hon. Member for
that if the law
permits the Court to impose a fine of

though 1 =
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$50 for di orderly behaviour, then there
i nothing wrong. In fact, it is the
proper thing to do—to increase the
penalty for offences referred to in sec-
tion 172. I should also like to say that
the Society for the Promotion of Re-
finement among Children has been the
moving spirit as regards the desirabil-
ity of increasing the penalty. It does
not necessarily mean that the Magis-
trate will be required to impose a
penalty of $50; but the penalty will fit
the evidence and the nature of the
offtence. , The hon. Member who spoke
about education would agree that some
of the language used on the streets by
young people is definitely appalling.

As regards the suggestion made by
the hon. the First Nominated Member
(Mr. Roth) —that opportunity be
taken to increase the penalty relat-
ing to cruelty to animals—I have some
drafted amendments prepared which 1
have circulated to hon. Members. They
suggest that there should be an
increase, of the penalty and leave the
discretion of the Magistrate unfettered.
I think hon. Members agree that
it is desirable that we should look
after what is called “our dumb friends.”
Some people regard it as a matter of
enjovment that they should torture
animals who have no ability to retali-
ate. Tf hon. Members agree with the
amendments they can be moved in at
the proper time.

The President I do not know
whether the hon. Member for Central
Demerara is reading that newspaper
with a view to peaking on this
motion. It is not really in order or
consistent with the dignity of the
Council that a Member should lean
back in his chair and read a news-
paper unless he is preparing material
for a speech he wants to make.

Dr. Jagan : Sir, I am always pre-
paring material for a speech.

The Attorney-General: As T have
said, if hon. Members approve of the
amendments they would be moved in

during the Committee stage. On the
other hand, if they desire an oppor-
tunity to reflect on them, then 1 shall
bow to the request for postponing the
Bill in Committee stage.

Mr. Lee : May I enquire whether
the amendments should not be pub-
lished in the Official Gazette first ?

I'he Attorney-General : Those ar
only suggestions and this ouncil
makes amendments from time to time.
The hon. the First Nominated Member
uggested yesterday that opportunity
hould be taken to introduce this
amendment during the discussion of
this Bill. There i no reason why that
cannot be done.

Mr. Lee: | am only asking what is
the procedure under the Rules. This is
an amendment to a different section
of the Summary Jurisdiction (Offen-
ces) Ordinance, and I would like to
know whether publication in the
Gazette is necessary. 1 think that all
amendments should be publi hed in
the Official Gozette giving the public
notice of Government’s intention to
amend the law and giving them the
right to protest, if necessary. I have
no objection to the proposed amend-
ments because they are to protect
animals, but I want to know whether
the nrocedure is right.

Mr. Fernandes: | desire to upport
the hon. Member for Essequibo River
—that we would be creating a danger-
ous precedent if we carry out the
amendment in this manner. If a Bill
comes before the Council for the pur-
pose of amending one section of the
law and we endeavour to amend other
sections also, 1 think it would be
wrong. I remember that on one
occasion when we attempted to do a
similar thing it was ruled that we
rould not touch any section other than
the one the Bill was intended to
amend.

The President I think the hot
Member is quite correct.
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( Mr. Carter: Item 10 on the Order
Paper is a Bill intituled:

“An Ordinance further to amend the

Summary Jurisdiction (Offences) Ordine-
ance™

I suppose it can be brought in there
ab the next meeting.

The President: I think it shouid
be published, giving the public notice
that the Bill is being intreduced.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.

Council resolved itself into Com-
oo ‘mc} considered the Bill clause by
elauge without amendment.

Couneil resumed.

The Attorney-General : With the
cogaant of Council 1 beg io move that
this Rill be now vead a third time and
‘passed.

Dr, Nicholson seconded,

Question put, and agreed to.

‘Bill read a third time and passed.

,’M‘Or{m VEHICLES anD Roap Trarvic
TCAMEBNDMENT) Bl

The Attorney-General : 1 beg to
_ move that a Bill intituled—
“An Ordinance further fo amend the
Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Ordin-
ance, 1940, by incremsing the maximum
penalty that can bhe inflicted for using
vehicles other than motor vehicles on any
road without due care and attention. and
malierg in

conmiection therewith’

be now read a second time.  Clause

provides for an amendment of section
56 of the Prineipal Ordinance and the
the words which appear in

. oot summary  conviction, be

in the case of a first conviction to

Upenslty  not exceeding twentv-five
dollars and in the csse of a seecond or
ans%}s@qxjtnt convietion 1o g penally not
exceeding fifty dollars”
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Hon.
creases ths
may be
uging a veh&de other
vehicle on a voad in a careless mzm‘é
ner. In view of the prevalence of this
tvpe of offence and the great increase
in vehicular traffic singe the year 1840,
when the provisions of the Principal

Members gan see this fmr
maximum penalty ie

imposed for. the offence m‘
than a motor

Ordinance came into operation, it 18
felt that the maximum pensity should

be increased.

1 think hen. Members who usge the
road will appreciate the necessity for
this amendment of the law, Sowme people
have no ides that other people ave
gsing the voad and, T think, it iz time
that there should be an increase of the
penalty, The Commissioner of Police
agrees with this provision and, [ think,
having regard to the volume of traffic
on the roads and the desirability of
making ;}@rspie exey more effective
control of thei des the inerease
of this penalty W!H have & deterrent
effect on some of those whoe wind
about — in and out — and do all soris
of contortions on the road. 1 her to
move that this Bill be now read a
second  time.

Dr. Nichelson seconded.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.

Council resolved itself into Comie
mittee to consider the Bill clapse by
clause,

Couxncin 1IN COMMITTRE.

Titie.
Mr. Cavter: T move that the word
“may’” he = ituted  for the word

“ean’.
Question put, and agreed to

Title, as amended, passed,

Clause S—Ame
the Principal

Mr. Lee: Mav T enquire from the
hon, ;h@Ai:i@meymmmm] if this maiiza
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Is the section dealing with cyclists? The
only other vehicle on the road that
can be u ed carele ly is a bicycle.

The Attorney-General: Th section
to which this clause refers 1 section
56 whi h reads:

“If any person in charge of a vehicle,
other than a motor vehicle, uses or
causes or permitssuch vehicle to be used
on any road without due care and atten-
tion or without reasonable consideration
for other persons using the road. he shall
be guilty of an offence.”

It is not restricted to bicycles; but
bicycles are included in the expression
“otker tham a wmotor vehicle”. Any
vehicle other than a motor vehicle
come within the term.

Mr. Lee: What I was thinkiay
really about .i not cyclists but the
school children with their scooters on
the pavement and on the road. If they
commit any of these offences what
would happen ?

The Attorney-General : That is a
different matter altogether. I think
the children generally get away with it,
particularly when they have scooters,
The cyclists are the offenders.

Council resumed.

The Attorney-General With the
consent of Council I beg to move thab
this Bill be now read a third time and
passed.

Dr. Nicholson seconded.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read a third time and passed.
PROBATION OF OFFENDERS BILL.

The Attorney-General I beg to
move the second reading of the Bill
intituled—

‘An Ordinance to provide for the pro-
bation of offenders”

This Bill is based upon a draft
model Qrdinance which was prepared

LEGI LATIVE Co
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by the Colonial ffice and forwarded to’
thi  Colony and other Colonies under
de patch. The object of this Bill, a
hon. Members will fully appreciate, is
to revise the law relating to the Pro-
bativn of Offender in this Colony,

a to bring it more in line with the
modern trend of thought on this sub-
Jject. 1 may ay that the law in the
United Kingdom is. to be found in the
Probation of Offenders Act of 1907,
Part 2 of the C iminal Ju tices Act o
1925, now under the Criminal Ju tices
Act of 1948 dealing witn this question
of probation and discharge. ., The
modern trend in practice with offendet |
in the United Kingdom is developing,
and it is desirable that in this Colony,
as in other places, we should take steps-
to bring our law in regard to proba=
tion of offenders into line. It is con-
idered desirable that the principle of
probation shall have a wide applicatiow
and shall be used by the Courts as a

alternative to imprisonment for 3l
classes of offenders.
This Bill pro ides for certain

innovations of an ‘important nature.
The principal ones are—(1) the ap-
poiniment of a chief probation officer
and probation committees; (2) the
making of no order for probation un-
less the offender expresses his willing-
ness to comply with the provisions of
the order. 1 notice that was the only
criticism of the Bill which was mad

by one newspaper, but I would like
to point out that the basis of the
whole thirg is the co-operation of the
offender with the probation officer or
authorities with the view of rehabilita-
tion in his own mind. This provision
i in the proviso to clause 3 of the
Bill. P yechologically speaking, where
a man commits an offenee and is sent
to prison in many cases he loses all
respect for himself and, perhaps, tends
to go down a little further on the road
of degradation. 1 emphasize that point
to indicate the approach which the
provisions of this Bill seek to make
towards this whole question of pr ba-
tion of offenders.



Firohaliop of

The pnext peint (33 is that a pro-
order may contain a provision
the residence of the offender;
copies of the probation order
furnished to the offend-
1o as to the probation officer,
. offender knows exactly
what he is rvequired to do and to ob-
serve; (H) provision iz made in case
of ‘the commiszion of another offence
wiitle the probation order is in foree.
In other words, he can be brought
Buck before the Court and, so far as
the original offence iz concerned as he
has noi been sentenced or convietion
: oi have been, entered, he can be
vith on that original offence. (§)

ling with a probationer who is
v of a breaah of nis recognizance;
provision is made for an order

eqmrm; the probationer to veside in
an ingtituiion
ceading 12
made

for any period not ex-
months: (B} provision is
for contributions towards homes
hostels—that appears in clause 15
he Billy (9) where the probationer
s owoman or girl, the probation offi-
alse be o woman-—that ap-

i4 12y

y there i3 a Jamalcan
ted in 1948, Ordin-
this Bill i more
. of that law, save
ccept certain sections, 13 and 15,
to recognizanee. I think
Hombers ‘would agree that it is
whle that we should take steps
,; mg these lines to deal with offenders
for the purpose of rehabilitation and

‘c;z; the I

yethie

(A

of "avoidirg the stigma which neces-
safily maust be cast ypon those who

are sent to prison. It gives the offender
F chance and opportunity te vespond
to this treatment ard to make him-
self 5 good and werthy citizen in the
Future, Although at first blush one is
mpted to think these offenders should
' it Lo prisen, vet at the same
time the ultimate object is to endea-
wour to make them take thelr proper
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izion is made in greater deiail for
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place society and become good and
useful citizens. This method of ap-
proach iz very essential, apart from
the question of saving money in hav-
ing to keep a person in prison, how-
ever sihort the time may be. I come
mend this Bill to hon. Members, and
I am sure they will agree that this ig
a desirable step forward. This i &
method of approach whichk in the
forward movement of penal problems
is making a considerable difference in
egard to so mauny people who othere
wige will have the stigma of being o
criminal. T beg to wmove that this
Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. Luckhoo : 1 beg to secomd
the motion. I must confess to a very
deep interest in this type of legisla-

tion, and while [ congratulate Govern-
ment on bringing forward this very

comprehensive legislation dealing with

the probation of offenders, yet I must
sound a note of warning. - Thers is ne
use p\m“w’hm. ar in this case, adequate

machinery fully geaved  and - viled ‘and
not - having the workers to earry the
machinery intoe -operation. 1 say so
advisedly, Except wou  have  those

persons who are going to carvy out the
work entailed by thiv Ovdinance, i
becomes merely vedundant. legislation.
As long age as 1937, 1 vemember, Jeg-
islation was enacted by Ordinance No.
11 bf 1937, and’ section H5ZA, sub-
section {8) of it said:

“Where z person is  allowed  thee for
payment of a fine and it appears to _the
‘curt that that person iz not less than 16
years and not more than 21 vears, the
Court oy, i it thinks §3 and subject
“to any provisions of the Ordinance, order
that he be placed under the supervision
of such person appointed by the Cowrt
until the sum adjudged to be paid is paid,
and in ‘such tase before issuing a war-

rant committing the offender to prison
non-payment of  the-

in vespect of the
sum the Court must consider any report
as to the conduct and means of the
offender, which may be made by the
person  under whose supervision - the
offender has been plsced.”

i
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This is carrying s;;m; exaeﬁy “what
the hon. the Atternev-General said.
Here is one means whereby you will he
preventing young persons from going
to prison for not payicg a fine by
placing them under the care of one of
those persons appointed as probation
officers, who may report to the Court
ag to their means and wheiher they
should be sert to prison. Limited as my
experience is, I have never known this
to be implemented, and the reason is
that admirable as the sgection is you
have not the probation officers to carry
out the legislation you have actually
enforced. In Essequibo, just a few
months ago, I saw the Magistrate there
omplained that there are no probation
officers in the whole county of Esge-
quibo.  Along the East Coast Dem-

erara there ave no probaiion officers.

In New Amsterdam, I am told one has
been sent there this vear. At the mo-
ment you have a Chief Probation Officer
and a staff of five to serve the three
counties,

1 am neot eriticizing the legisla-
tion. it is excellent, but there are one
or two points which, in detail, T ghall
come (o at a later stage. Execept you
have the officers whe are going o carry
out this work, it meansg that sall yvour
efforts are rvendered nugatory and veid.
Efforis ave made te indoge and get
voluntary thelpers — people who are
not paid. In that respect ¥ would like
to pay a tribute to the members of the
3. Vincent de Paul Society. I think five
of its members give voluntary service
and they are doing excellent work, but
the persons you are going to appoint fo
do thiz volunfary work must receive
adequate training. It is no use having
the airueture without the officers, and
it iz no use having officers unless they
are properly trained.

Thig ty;)e of work iz as highi;
" {echnical as any specialised work. It

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
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calls for training so that the best
sults can be had out of the proble
youngsters and others who are p!amsd
on probation. It has been’ ;
that last year there were a
perq@ng whe bﬂause of g;

very thmg the hmx, the Attﬁmeywﬂe:n»
eral is aiming at to prevent. It is real
fear that keeps the youngsters out of
prison. What prevents them from going
into the way of easy luxury and falling

inio traps? It is fear of prison. But
once they get rid of that fear then to -

pay sma}l fines, being sent siraig
to prison and for bastardy?

I wonld like to make a comps
between what obtains here and in
fand. In England on a bastardy and
maintenance order a person is not just
taken up and sent to prison. He iz
put bafore a Magistrate who enquires
why he has unot paid, and if he was
unemployed or il an  opportunity i#
wiven him to pay. 1 am reliably told
that in this Colony 2,000 persons have
been sent to prison . last year no
serious criminal offences but for
mary offences, maybe insulting
guage, hecause they failed to pa
fines. May I ask the hon. the
ney-treneral, as we are doing
of amendments, whether the pro¢
adopted in England cannot propeti
introduced here. This is not the pr
place where they may be cons
but I just refer to them — the |
Pavment Justices Act of 1935, 4
and 26 George V, chap. 46, s‘;&%tims b
(2) and 8 (13. I do not know whether
T should continue, as it i convenient to
stop now.

The President: 1 think we v
adjourn now to 2 p.um. tomorrow
Couneil adjourned until 2 pim. o
day, 14th November, 1952.
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