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year legislation was enacted to enable 
the preparation of the preliminary 
Voters List, and in consequence of 
that legislation a Registration Officer 
w_as appointed and he proceeded ito make
arrangements for the preparation of 
the First Register. That took the form 
of Enumerators going· around the 
various districts, as provided under the 
Census arrangements of 1946 in pursu­
a;nce of the Census Ordinance of 1946. 
The names of those persons who would 
ue qualified to vcte were put in their 
various di tricts and eventually the Lists 
were printed and published, and were 
posted up in the various districts of the 
Colony. 

I emphasiz0 that the revisal 
di�tricts are not the same districts as 
the electoral districts into which the 

olony is divided for the purpose of 
the election · of fembers of the House 

· of Assembly. As hon. Members are
aware, provision h�1s to be made for 24
electoral districts, that being an increase
in the number of districts for ·whic}1
Members are now elected fo the Legis­
lative Council. I would emphasise that
the lists were prepar,ed on the .basis of
British subjects of full age, other than
persons subject to certain lega.l disquali­
.:fications, who on the 1st day of .Janu­
·ary, l953 were res,ident in the Colony
and were at least three months imme­
diately before that date resident in the
particular revisal district to which the
Register relates. With respect to the
various clauses of this Bill I may pc.int
out that "qualified person'' means:

"any person who is qualified in accord­
ance with subsection (1) of section five 
of this Ordinance, for inclusion. in the 
register and who is not disqualified for in-
lusion ther in by the iprovisions of sub­

section (2) of secti.o five of this O,rdin­
ance." 

Thi is o be found in the Inter­
pretation clause-2 of the Bill. Refer-

ence. to section 5 will show the types 
of persons who are, dis.qualified from 
inclusion in the register. 

Clause 4 seeks to empower the 
Governor in Council rto divide each re­
visal district into registration areas. r 
·propose to -ask leave to amend that clause
in view of the fact that all the procedure
in regard to the revisal districts has
already to a large ,extent been followed,
and the amendment which I propose
relates to the latter part of sub-clause
(1) which reads:

''(1) Sulbject to the provisions of
subsections (2) and (3) of this section each 
revisal district shall be divided into such 
registration areas ias 1Jhe Governor in 
Council may by ordeir constitute and de­
fine." 

I propose to ask leave to amend 
that by substituting the words "as are 
determined by the Registration Officer'' 
for :the words �'as the Gov,ernor-in-Coun­
cil may by order constitute and define.'' 
In other words, that will be consistent 
with what has already taken place, and 
will not create any difficulty in �ormec· 
1tion with the revisal districts and their 
being divided into regist.ration area.s. 

Clause 6 provides that the Regis­
tration Officer shall cause to be pre­
pared ian<l printed a preliminary list in

respect of each registration a;ea con­
taining the names, cccupations, pla�es ot 
residence and postal addresses of all 
·persons qualified for inclusion in the re­
gister for the revis,al district in �hich
the registration area is situated.·y pause
to emphasize that these provisions ar.e
largely obligatory, .:md the various mat ..
ters to which they refer have alreadJ
been carried out.

Clause 9 seeks to mak pro-
vision for the publication of the 
preliminary list in the registration 
area to which it relates. Clause 10 
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on w hi h the R8vision Courts Hh 1, l 
meet. 

Mr. Fernandes: Like the hem. 
Member , ho has just spoken I 
would like to see. that everybody is en­
titled to vote. I appreciate the diffjculty 
in the case of thm:;e who become 2.l, in 
that a deadline d:ate must be placed, and 
that date must be the same throughout 
British Guiana. I do not see why "A'' 
who may become 21 on the 3rd of March 
- the date upon which the Revising
CoUTt is being held in a particular area
where he lives anrl has residential qGali­
fication-should be registered and ''B"
·whose birthday is also March 3, cannot
be registered because the Revising Court
in his area was held on March 2nd. There
,ve would hav,e two peopl,e born on the
sa.me date, perhaps two or thr�e hours
different in actual birth, - one failing
to be regiistered while · the other is pe.r­
mitted to do so.

I maintain that the only equitable 
way to solve the problem is by fixing 
a deadline date which, in this instance, 
is January 1st. The question is whether 
we are going to shift that date or not. 
If that is to be <lone it would be 01dy 
fair that Government should alter the 
elections and have the enumerators go 
around again and do the job all over 
again which they had already completed. 
They would also have to as.certain the 
number of 1persons who have become 21 
between January 1 and whatever date 
will be fi:x,ed as ithe new election. Most 
people will not know, if such a date has 
been changed, that they could register, 
since they had already been told de­
finitely when the enumerators were 
visiting them, that as long as they h3:d
become 21 before January 1, 1953, then· 
names would be included in the Voters 
register as qualified t� vo�e, p1:�­
vided they also had the residential quan­
fication. 'r have the case of my son's 
wife ,who became, ·i1 on January 12, �.nrl 

there is nothing that ·we can do about 
it because the dead-line wa January 1. 

. To take the hon. Member's argu­
ment eyen furither, there i:s no 
reason why a person who became 21 
prior to the date of election, should 
not be permitted to vote at the elections. 
Taken at the limit, any such person 
should 'be permitted to vote Adult suf­
frage is new to British Guiana 
and there are hound to be these 
little difficulties. I do not think 
it would affect the results of elec­
tions anyway so long as the Register­
ing Officer takes · good care to see •that 
every person who becomes 21 in the 
extended period has been notified, and 
that their names are registered. It is 
going to be a job of great magnitude 
and will entail additional preparations 
in every country for those who became 
21 between January 1 and whatever 
date will be fixed subsequent to ,Tan­
uary 1st. 

The question is whether the elec-
tions a.re to be postponed or 
not. H the deadline date is to 
be shifted I do not see how it 
is humanly 1possible to carry on the 
elections of April 27. o long as they 
mean no difference in the results, I 
would not mind postprJnement of the 
elections, for I 'am not concerned about 
going to the Coronation or any such 
function between the date for nomina­
tions .and elections. Nothing but the 
elections will be concerning me at that 
period. I think however that the matter 
has got to be considered very carefully 
1before any decision is made to extend 
and postpone the election date. 

Mr. Debidin: I take justifiable 
pride in the fact that when the :F�ran­
chise Bill came up before this ouncil, 
I moved an amendment and secured a 
majority vote on it in the face of strong 
opposition from the Goyt. i\Iembers, 
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many persons go 1o the Village Office? 
I am n-0t suggesting that notices should 

ot be posted at those places, but that 
they are not the best pla,c,es. Notices 
should be posted at the Hindu t mpl.e:i 
and prominent places where people as·· 
semble regularly, such as the marke,t 
places. How many people have seen the 
notices which have been put up at the 
lVIahaica ·pol' ce station? 

Apart from the lack of publicity we 
have lack of appropriate places where 
notices have been posted up. These 
have been deficient in a way which I 
hope can still be remedied. I ,am read­
ing from clause 10 (3) : 

"Tht date specified in the revision notice 
as the days on which any preliminary list 
will be revised sh:=ill not be less ihan 
fifteen days after the publication of the 
revision notice." 

This has certainly not been complied 
with and can neve:r . be complied with. 
I· turn aga.in to, clause 22 which says 
that the Governor in Council may make 
regulations genera11y for giving eff er,t 
to the provisions of this Ordinance and 
without .prejudic-a to the generalitv of 
the foregoing may make regulations, 
etc. I have discovered this morning­
that only the beginning hour has been 
fixed and not the ending hour. People 
may still be coming out of the field on 
the revising day. I think the hour::: 
should :be fixed fl s between the hour.:; 
of 9 and 12 noon or between 9 a.m. :i.nd 
4 p.m .. Provision m1,1st be made to 
facilitate persons coming from a far 
distance. How ean anyone coming 
from the upper reaches of the Mahai­
cony River · district reach the .revision 
Court at 9 a.m. unless he takes a special 
launch? That is something to be pon­
dered over. Finally, sir, I would like 
to observe .at this second reading of the 
Bill that I expected that provi-;i<rn 
would have been made for future 
lists to be compiled. I thought. 

that ·with such an elabo1,a.te nm

.some procedure would have been 
laid down in it for future years so that 
claims can be made year by y.ear by 
people who have �ome of age or who 
have changed resid nee and have the 
right to claim to be registered in the 
area 6f their new a bode. 

The Attorney-General: I do not 
vvish to ,interrupt the hon. Member, but 
if he looks .at the long title of ·the Bill 
he would see it gives the purposes of 
the Bill. So far as the general lists 
are concerned for future elections, we 
have the Legislative Council Elections 
Ordinance of 195i> which will have to­
be amended in the light of the chanr.:e:s 
in the Constitution, and I have gi\:en· 
notice o,f the intr0duction of' the House 
of Assembly Ordinance of 1953· which 
will deal with matters such as the hon. 
Member is seeking to raise now. 

Mr. Debidin: Thanl} you. I am 
glad that has been mentioned, because I 
was going on to say. unless I assume that 
this Bill only appljes to the preparation 
of a register of all British subjects of 
full age, other than persons subject to 
certain disqualifications, who on the 
1st January, 195'.3, were resident in 
British Gui,ana for two years or mor 
I do not know what the position 
would be. I am glad that that 
information will be published so 
that it will be known • what has ta}<en 
place. I am supporting the entire Bil!. 
I feel sure that whatever has b�en 
pointed out here some attempt will be 
made to give effect to it, because J 
happen to know tliat the B.P .I. are very 
keen to co-operate with anyone to �ee 
that nothing goes wrong. I do hop 
that there will be some type of check 
ing of all those who will be ·put on th 
supplementary lists in the light of wha· 
I have said, because of no opportunit: 
for objections to those names and be 
cause everyone has not a chance o: 
claiming to be on those and other lists. 
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would be qualified ouL that is not to be . 
taken as meaning that any person 
not legally qualified on the 1st January, 
l!J.53, to be put 'on the register should 
be permitted to :lo so. The difficult.,­
in all these things is that one perso;� 
sees his next door neighbour being re.!,, -
istered and comes t.o the conclusion that 
he is entitled to be registered whethn· 
he is legally entitled or not. It is very 
difficult to explain to people who li.vc 
in the same villaJ;e why there may be 
a difference between one person who 
lives at one corner of the street and tile 
other person who lives 100 yards off, 
and why one is entitled to be registered 
and the other is not. 

Mr. Debidin : Just for information 
on this point. The emphasis on the ap­
peal I made is mt so much that those 
people are qualified but that they wern 
not enumerated and did not have an op­
portunity to s·end in their claim, not 
baving seen the notke to send in their 
w-ritten claim to be put on the additional
list. It is a question whether they can
be given a further chance.

The Attorney-General': I appre­
ciate the hon. Member's point. In other 
words, there must be a iperiod of exten­
sion to enable tho�c persons to be regis­
tered because of the fact that they v;t�re 
not aware of the notice. That depends on 
the question of the time-table and 
can .be dealt with when we p.;o 
into the Committee stage. In vie·,v 
of what the hon. Member for Ce:1-
tral Demerara has said, during tLe 
course of last week I studied that and 
was trying to work out something that 
,rnuld be satisfactory, but it would 
place a tremendous strain on the ar-· 
rangements which are :being made and 
which the Registration Officer is doing 
his best to carry out. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bilf read the second time. 

At this stage (4. p.m.) the Coundl 

adjourned to 4.30 p.1n. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

CDuncil resumed, and resolved it· 
�;elf into Committee to consid r the Bill 
c]ause by clause.

Clause 3-Preparation of register. 
for each revisal district. 

Dr. Jagan: The date of registra­
tion is January 1, but in view of what 
has been said I feel that if the new date 
of nomination is accepted it will help tG 
get more people on the voters' register. 
I a�ree with the !hon. Member for 
Georgetown Central that no matter 
·w·hat date is chosen, someone who will
be 21 on the date f.ixed is bound to be
left out. The idea will give those wlD
may not have bee·a able to avail them­
selves, a limited! opportunity to put
themselves on th� list and I hope some·· 
thing will be done in the future to
aHow them to do so. I was thinking
that if persons' names were left out of
the original list and if they would not
be able to make a claim within the
period allotted them, I would suggest
that further claim8 should be made, in
a form which will have to be fille�l
in and sworn to before someone vvho
is authorised by (�overnment to receiv'}
oaths. If that is done and we accept
the last date as being the date of nom·
ination then only :>.. few who may not
have got on the list will be able to �ome
on, and those who may become 21 by
that date will be able to have them­
selves registered as oters. It is their
right and I think 1t should be given tf)
them.

The Attorney-General: The hon. 
Member knows an r1 .will appreciate tbe 
fact that the finc1.Jly prepared list has 
to be sent to all ·�t1 di tricts of the elec­
torate and since nomination day is 
about 10 days before the actual polling 
clay, I s,uggest that opportunity fo1 
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The Attorney-General: It must be 
understood that we have to ma�e regis· 
tration s1atisfactory and ensure that the 
same factors for one will operate for 
all. ·Consequently, there must _be a 
dead-line to the question of enumeration, 
so that those who are entitled by virtue 
of 'their becoming 21 between Januarv 1 
and March 27 should be put .on the 
1·egister. The basis · of the 'whole thing 
is a method of enumeration adopted in 
regard to the preparations for the census 
the employment uf enumerators to go 
around in the various districts with the 
p�rticular qualifying period provided 
by this Council being borne in theh· 
minds. 

Dr. Jagan: I .quite appreciate the 
point made that this date was accepted 
'by this Council sornetime ago. But when 
that date was accepted there was ne; 
decision about the date ·of election. We 
are making provision for any person 
whose name may· have been left out of 
the original list to be given the op­
portunity up to March 27 of having his 
name inrcluded in the list. I do 
not see what is the difficulty in that. The 
hon. Member suggests th�t if the date 
is acce,pted there may be persons who 
in the intervening period may becm:ie 
21 and . be left out of the list. 

The Attorney-Gene,ral: The enum­
ators are expected to do as reasonably 
perfect a job as the method of enumera­
tion made it possible, and to see that 110 

one is left out. The hon. Memiber is now 
seeking to go bey011d the appointed time 
may be fixed." It must be borne in mind 
intention of this Le.gislatirve Coui1cil 
tha� the time· sh�luld be extended the.
9ounci1, instead· of appointing January
1 · definitely, as the dead line date, would 
pave said indefinitely "such .a day as 
may be fixed" It must be borne .in mrnd 
tliat the person who seeks to have his 
name registered makes an effort to <lo 
so. Government and the Legisla+ive 
Council c::i,me to the conclusion th2.t it 
was desiira'ble th�t -�& la,r�e a number as

possible should be put on the register. 
It should not have been left to. the 
action of any individual who was reg-is­
tra:ble to go and have his name regis­
tered. And so ,enumerators were sent 
around to go to the various districts 
and prepare these lists. It may be thf:.t 
in preparing these lists there ,are some, 
despite the careful efforts of the 
enumerators, who were qualified with­
in the qualifying period but have been 
left out. 

Mr. Fernandes: As long as in­
dividuals did not have the qualificat!on 
on January 1, 1953, it is .patent that 
this _extension would be of no use to 
them. The extension was being intro­
. duced for everybody so long as the 
necessary qualification was there. 
Whether that qualification was res­
jdence, · their being well over 21 ycm.·� 
oi age .between the time the enumera:­

tors -passed around and January 1, 
1953, makes no di:f'.f·erence; both ca� use 
this. extension. The hon. Member's con·· 
tention would be tantamount to s•aying 
that if you want to extend the date to 
March 7 as regards the age limit, then. 
you will also have to extend the date of 
residence qualification to March 7. 
Anyone who was living in any area 
before Dec.ember 7, 1952, will be/ en­
titled now to be registered. Rut 
that is not the intention. To at­
tempt now to upset this date of 
,January 1 in order to give every­
body an eqdal c.i:1ance of getting O!l 

the regi,ster, is certainly bound to cause 
postponement of the Elections for per­
haps- another month or two. This Coun­
cil should have gone out of s,ession since 
December but we are still here. I 
would not like t9 postpone the life of 
this Council � day I longer than i5 
a.bsolutely necessary. We have been 
given this new Constitution and we 
should try and get through onr 
business in order that its working shall 
commence. 

Dr. Jagah: My l'eason. fo1� bring­
in� this int9· ·th� picture i� t"o1· tlla 
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benefit of certain ,people, and hdeed 
what is good for one should be good 
for all. 

-Mr. Fernandes: I unde�stand the 
point but this is different. At the time 
of enumeration, every .person over 21 
who, could be found was registered. The 
enumerators did not state when thev 
visited the people)s homes that all wh� 
were over 21 should not 'be registered, 
they told the people that everyone who 
was not going to be 2,1 by ,January 1, 
1953 could not be registered. There.­
fore .anyone who failed to have his name 
on the register has only himself to 
blame. The;· should all have taken the 
necessary steps to see when they were 
visited by the euumerators--even if 
they were working in the intericr 
- to see that their names were
·on the list sinrr that was their
responsibility. Obviously, only those
persons who really are so entitled v,;iU
be put on the list. That is why I do
not' agree that this extension is for those
who are entitled t.o be put on the ifot
but were for one reason or the other
left. out.

Mr. Roth: I beg to move that the 
question be now put. 

Dr. Jagan: S.ir, I am going to move 
an amendment that the date of regisfra­
tio� be changed from January 1 to 
March 7, 1953. 

The Attorney-General: I will ad­
vise hon. Members that if that date is 
accepted, it will mean a postponement 
of the elections because enumerators 
will have to go over again all they ha<l 
already done in the work of listing 
names. 

l\'lr. Fernandes: If the hon. Member 
attempts to do that, it might bring back 
what the Council passed some time 
last year and clearly laid down Jan­
uary 1 as the dead-line date.; and the 

elections will at !east be delayed fo1· a 
month or more. 

Mr. Luckhoo: ·r wish the hon. Merr.­
ber will realise that :by his amendment 
elections will not only be held up, but the 
the enumerators will have to go 
over the impos:sible task of getting 
around to the people. 

Dr. Jagan: .I do not see that. 

T·he Attorney-General,: What the 
hon. Member does not appreciate is that 
the enumeration w.as conducted on the 
basis of the Special Registration Ordin­
ance which fixed January 1 as the date. 
That is how they went a:bout enume1·at­
ing names of the public .and recording 
them. The hon. Member is now seeking 
to extend that date but, as pointed out 
by the hon. Member for Georgetown 
Central, the date put down in this Bill is 
to correspond to the Special Registration 
Ordinance o.n the basie of the enumera­
tion as it provided. 

Dr. Jagan: In view of the expres­
sion of opinions hy Members, I bt:g to 
withdraw my amendment. 

Clause 3 witl1 the amendment by 
the Attorney General substituting the 
word "each" for the word "such" in 
the first line, pa:;sed. 

Clause ,three was then put, with the 
amendment by th·� Attorney General 
substituting in the .first line the word 
"each" for the word "such," and pa;;;�'?-d, 

The Attorney General: I ask leave 
to insert ,a new clause 24, copies of which 
ha.ve been circulated

., 
thereby giving an 

opportunity to persons who were quali· 
fied within the terms of tthe Special 
Registration Ordinance before the 
appointed day, that is the 1st January, 
1!)53, and who, through some omission, 
have not· had their names registered in 
their districts. I wouJd emphasize that 
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two points must be borrie in mind - (a) 
a ·p·erson must be 21 years on or before 
the· 1st January, 1953, and (b) must 
have _had a qualifying .period of res­
idence in the district of thr,ee months. It 
is proposed to grant this concession up 
to the 7th day of Maflch, but it gives art 
opportunity- to ,all those persons who 
wish to be registered to fill their :f'orms 
if they have not done so. It is all set out 
in the new clau�e 24, ,vhile a new �lause 
25 fixes the date for the commencement 
of the Ordinance as the 19th J a�uary; 
1953., 

Mr. ·Roth: Whilst not opposing the 
th� new clause 24 I would like to know 
what ,practical value would it be to those 
persons who are not in the immediate 
vicinity of Georgetown, seeing that they 
will have only five days to make their 
claims for registration. Where are they 
going to get the forms? 

Th� Attorney-General: I under­
stand that the:re are some persons who 
have submitted their claims to the 
Registration Offic8r and may be to the 
District Commissioner, but who would 
not be within the time, having regard 
to the fact that the Revising Courts 
have been scheduled to sit today, to­
morrow, \Wednesday and Thursday. Tf

they have complied with all the· re­
quirements and their claims have been 
submitted to the Revising Officer before 
he clos-es his Court, this clause gives 
them added time, as they have done their 
best to comply ,vith the requirements. 

Mr. Roth: In other wo:rds, it is a 
va.Jidating ·clause. 

·�rhe Attorney-General: No; it en­
ables the· Revising Officer to d�al with 
claims which he· ·would. be justified in 
putting on the register; because they 
are qualified persons but their claims 
may not have 1·eached him before the 
ctate fixed for the. Reyision C:ourt. 

Dr. J aigan: In othe::.· words th{s 
"'lause gives them an opportunity to· 
make a new claim. 

The Attorney-General: Not in the 
sense which the hon. Member advocated 
earlier. This gives them an opportunity 
to submit their claims if they come with­
in · the ambit of the qualifying age a�<l 
the qualifying period, lit imposes con­
siderable pressure on the Registration 
Officer and his staff, and on the 
printers·; 

Dr. Jagan: It is· a good measure. 
because it will be found that while the 
Revision Court is being. held people wiH · . 
realize that their names ar,e not on the 
list, and this clause would give them an 
opportunity to have the omission reeti­
fied. I observe, however, that paragrapn 
( c) provides that on the Uth of March
the_ District Commissioner shall affix to
a Magistrate's Court, a list of persons
making these claims. Why is the post­
ing up of the list being restricted· to a
Magistrate's Court instead of being
done at Bost Offices, school-rooms and
other places where it was posted before?
What is the reason for the change?

The Attorney-Geneiral: Time. To­
day is the 2nd o.f March and the District 
Commissiqner may be receiving claims. 
This is an endeavour we a;re making to 
enable those people to have a chance to 
register their names. Consequently we 
cannot put it in the same category a:-; 
the others, because they have not the 
same amount of 9pportunhy an:J the 
same amount of time. 

Dr. Jagan: ·A person may be living 
at one end of sa·y Windso1· Fore.st, and 
the Revision Court may be held at 
Vreed-en-Hoop. If he puts in his claim 
before the 7th of March the Revising 
Officer has between now and the 11th 
of :i\larch to post it up. I see no diff�­
ctilty in, posting the list up in hi.s pat-

J • . 

t1cular district. There will not be many 
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to know their po�ition with 1·egara-· to. 
symbols and colours w_hich may be used, 
�nd also as regards photographs, foUov,­
ing upon the suggestion made by the 
hon. M.ember f.or D.emerara River 
( Capt. Coghlan). I shall be grateful if 
hon. Members will approve of the ino· 
tion so that I may ,proceed with the 
second reading of the Bill. If there 
are any points arising out of the debate 
then I shall have to ask for an oppor­
tunity to enable me to deal with them. 

The Colonial Secretary: I beg to 
second the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to.

Standing R1.1lcs and Orders sus­
pended. 

The- Attorney-Gen.e.ral: I move the 
first reading of a Bill intituled : 

''An Ordinance to make provision for 
the allocation of symbols and colourS' to 
petsons desirous of being nominated at 
the first election cf Members of the House 
of Assembly and for other matters in ,con,..
nection therewith." 

The Colonial Secretary: l beg to 
second the motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

· Bill read a first time.

The Attorney-General:· Ih moving
the second reading of this Bill I would 
point out to hon. Members, as they wal 
see from the memorandum of Objects 
and Reasons, that it is to make provi­
sion for the alloca.tion o( symbols aud, 
where required, of colours to ,persons 
desirous o,f being nominated as caD:di­
da.tes at the first election of Members 
of the House of Assembly constitut.ed 
by the British Guiana (Constitution) 
Order in ·Council, 1953. It is consider­
ed that' the use of symbols and colours 
\Vill assist illiterate voters to vote for 
candidates of their choice. 

S ub-claµse ( 1) of clause 3 seeks to 
provide that every person ' desirou� of 
being n6minated at the election shall, on
cervahl conditions, be ,allocated a symbol 
at least 30 days before the date fixel} 

for nomination of candidates, and that 
no person to whom a symbol has not 
been .allocated shall be eligible to be so 
nominated. Sub-clause (2) of clause i� 
.seeks to provide that ·a symbol allocated 
to any person shall ·entitle him to nom­
ination .as a candidate only in respect 
of the electoral district for which sucll 
symlbol has been alloc:at,ed to, him. 

Sub-clause (1) of claus� 4 seeks to 
provide that, every person desiro1rn of 
being nominated in respect of the elec­
toral districts described in the First 
Schedule _to this Bill shall, on certain 
conditions, ibe allocated a colour at least 
30 days b.efore the date fixed for nom· 
ination of candidates, al)d that no per­
son to whom a colour 'so required hM 
not been. ·allocated shall be eligible for 

· nomination as a candidate. Sub-clause
I 

: (2) of clause 4 seeks to provide that a
colour allocated to . any 1person shall
entitle hi,m to nomination as a candidate
only fa respect of the electoral d.istrict
for which such colour has been allocated.
The provisions of this clause are de-

� signed especially to a�sist Amerindians 
in voting. 

Claus.e 5 seeks to provide for ap� 
plications to be ma.de by a prospective 
candidate for a symbol, or for a symi.101 
and a colour to be allocated to him, and 
for a deposit in the sum of $240 to 1,e 
made to the Financial Secretary ·2.nd 
Treasurer prior to the allocation of a 
symbol, or of a symbol and colour as 
the case may be. 'fhis clause also. s,eeks 

·. to provide that a prospective candidate
-. 

shall, prior to allocation of a symbol _or
a symbol and a coiour, supply the-Regis­
tration Officer with a photo�raph of
himself.
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Clause 6 seeks to provide th moue 
of 'allocation of symbols and colours. 
Clause 7 s•eeks to , .P r o v i d e that, 
ex9ept in certain cases, each can,di­
tlate will be ��titled to the sole 
use . of the symbol or symbols and 
colour allocated to him in respect of 
the · electoral district for whieh such 
symbol or symbols and colour were al­
located. Clause 8 seeks to pre.scribe 
the conditions on which si� or more 
candidates may be allocated a common 
symbol. Sub-clause ( 4) of this clati e 
see�s to provide for the allocation to a. 
prospective candidate of a sym"bol 
already .allocated to other 0prospecti ve 
candidates with the latter's consent, 
given by way of a statutory declaration 
to that effect. 

Clause 9 seeks to provide for the 
keeping Qf a registe1� containing a record 
of the names, occupations and addresses 
of pros,pective candidates to whom syth-r 

bols or symbols and colours have been 
allocated, a description of the symbois 
and the colours allocated to them, and 
of 'the -electoral districts in respect �f 
which such symbcls and colours have 
been allocated. 

Clause 10 seeks to provide for tne 
conditions under which a deposit made 
by a prospective candidate may be for­
f"eited. 

With regard to the Bill i,tself, sub­
c:1a u�e ( 1) of clau8e 3 reads: 

"Every person dei;irous ,oif ,being nom­
bated at the first election of !Membe1-s 
of the House of Assembly (hereinafter 
referred, to as "a candidate", shall not less 
than thirty days before the dat,e fixed for 
the nomination of {;andidates ,be allocated 
a symbol dn the manner and on the �on­
ditio::-is !h.ereinafte,r provided lby this Or­
dinance, and no person ito whom a symbol 
has not !been aUocated shall be eligible 
to lbe nomi�ated as a candidate �t such 
election." 

I ·propose later on to ask for ·au 
amendment there, because that means 

.we must have 30 days f.rom nomination 
which is no-t fixed, and accordingly I 
thinl,{ it would be more appropriate· to 
deal·, with that -in another way. · I 
pro.pose to suggest that the words 
"less than thirty days before the date 
fixed for the nomination of candidates" 
be deleted and the following wo:rds sub� 
stituted thereof : 

'lliater than the eighteenth day of March, 
nineteen! 'hundred a�d fifty-three.'' 

We do not know at the moment 
when the nomination day is to be. Cir­
cumst3inces may arise and the nomina­
tion day will b� the variable point, 
whereas the 18th March is definite. The 
result may be the same, but the ap­
proach is diff,erent. � only point that 
out. Suh-clause (2J reads: 

''Where a symbol has been allocated to 
any 1Person, he shall- ,be eligi:ble for nom­
ination �s a candidate only in respect· of 
the electoral district .for w�ich the: symbol 
wasi allocated.'/ 

I 

Clause 4 is dfsigned especially to 
assist Amerindians in· ·.voting. Sub·
clause ( 1) seeks to provide iha.t ·every 
person desirous .of being nominated in 
respe�t of the electoral - disti:icts d.es­
cribed in the First Schedule· ·to this 
Bill shall, on certain conditions,. b.e _al­
located a colour at least thirty days be­
fore the date fixed for · nomina.tion of 
candidates, and that no person to wh0m 
a colour so required has not been al­
located shall be eligible for ;nomination 
as a candidate. 

The . s1ame point arises here 
in. regard to nomination day. Hon. 
Members will realize the necessity for 
the inclusion of this :provision, because 
I have been made to understand-anrl 
hon. Members should know the subject 
with regard to election· better than I 
do though I know some part of it-that 
so far as the two electoral dis.t:ricts re.­
ferred to in the Schedule are concerned 
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eome_ of the pOtJsible voters in those dis­
tricts have no s,ense of ·appreciation of 
s.-rmbols. They are iIJitera.te, and voting 
by colour m�,y be 'J)Ossirble and a mor-3-
�atisfactor:y way for them in regard to 
this matter.· So this provision is in­
serted J)articularly for· those two dis­
tricts-the North-\Vest District, and the 
Bartica and Interior District. It is to 
assist the Amerindians in their voting. 

Clause 5 .provides for applications 
to be made by a prospective candidate 
for a symbol, or for a smybol and a 
colourful to be allocated to him and for a 
deposit in the sum· of $240 . to be 

· . made to the Financial Secretary and
Treasurer prior to the allocation of a
symbol,' or of a symbol and ,colour as the
case may ,be.. This clause also provides
for a ,prospective candid�te, prior to
allocation of a symbol or a symbol and
a colour, to supply the Registration Of­
ficer. with a-. photograph of himself.
Clause 6 provides the mode of alloca-

_tion of symbols and colours. Clause 7
'seeks to provide that, except in cert!:l.in

cases, each candidate shall be entit!ed to 
the sole us� of the symbol and. colour 
in respect of the -electoral district for 
which such symbol or symbol and colour 
are allocated. 

Cla!lse 8 · prescri'bes the conditions 
on which six or more c�ndidates may 
be allocated a common symbol, and sub­
clause ( 4) of this -clause seeks to pro­
vide for the allocation _to � 1prospective 
candidate of a symbol already allocated 
to other prospective candidates, with 
the latter's consent given by way of a 
statutory decl_aration to that effect. 
Clause 9 provides for the keeping of a 
register containing a record of the 
pames, occupations, and addresses of 
prospective candidates to whom symbols 
or symbols and colours have been ' al­
located, a description o,f the · symbols 
and the colours ailocated to them an<l 
of the electoral districts in respect of 

which such symbols and colours have 

been allocated. Clause 10 provides :for 
the conditions 'und.er whkh a deposit 
made 1by .a prospective candidate may b� 
forfe-ited. 

I think hon. Members will agree 
that the provisions in this Bill- f>n· 
deavour to carry out the wishes of hon. 
Members as expressed from time to 
time. The ,hon. Member fo_r Demerara 
River (Capt. Coghlan)' raised the point 
with regard to having photographs 
a ttaiched to ballot boxes for the Amer,. 
indians. The hon. Member for North 
Western District (Mr. Phang) asked 
that the question of colours should 
receive consideration. All those pre­
visions have been made. In addition 
to that there is the question of groups 
of more than six candidates who may 
wish to use a particular symbol, and 
provision has 'been made in that regard. 
It .is to be observed that a group may 
apply for and use a common symbol, hut 
each individual candidate will have to 
make his deposit of $240. 

So far as the photograph 1s con­
cerned it will have to be signed by the 
candidate just the same as a passport 
photograph, an·d it will be of the same 
size-:-2! inches by 2 inches. I propose 
to insert provisiun ·for that size of 
photograph when ('lause 5 is under con­
sideration in Committee. There is 
nothing further which 1I can add no'N, 
and I ·beg to move that the Bill° be .now 
read a second time. 

· The �lonial Secre,tary: I be·g to
second the motion� 

Question put, and agreed to .. 

Bill re'ad a second time. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

Council resolv€d itself into Co1w 
mittee to consider the Bill clause br 
clause. 

Clause 3-Alfocation of symbo!s-. 
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or his' duly con$tituted attorney · 01· 

representative." It seems that it 
is obligatory en . ; every candidc1te 
to sign this application, and I would 
like that act to be extended · to a can .. 
di:da.t 's duly constituted attorney or 
xepresentative, so that if a candidate is 
away from the Colony his duly r:on­

stituted attorney {,r representative c0uld 
sign the application and do all that is 
necessary. I remember there was an 
election ·petition !3ome years ago and the 
Ordinance was amended so that a per­
son could act for a candidate in his ab­
sence. I do ask that that be considered. 

The Attorney-Genera}: Is the hon. 
Member drawing a distinction between 
a person and a person authorized in 
writing, because C'lause 6 .provides for 
a person authorized in writing to act. 

Mr. Lee: I am not talking a.bout 
clause 6. I am talking about the ap­
})li,eation which has to be made, and 
that is in clause 5. I am not talking 
about the symbol wh�ch can be dra·wr. 
by anyone, but the application to be a 
candidate. That has to be done by tee 
candidate himself. 

The Attorney General : I see the 
hon. Memlber'.s point. He wants an ex-­
planation of that. 

Dr. Jagan: As it is now the in­
tention of Government to declare the 18th 
March as Nomination Day, I would like 
to know now what is my smybol. I do 
not think candidates should wait un:il 
Nomination Day tc know what their 
symbols are before they are able to ,ro 
around to their resp.ectiv,e Constituenci.e.s 
to educate their v<;>ters about then:. 
Such a date would certainly enable othP-r 
·q-ualified persons whose names did n-:>t
appear on the Voters' register an oppor­
tunity to do so since there may be some
persons who may not make up their
minds until Nomination day. I suggest

that the word "shall" be in erted in the 
Ordinance between the first of March 
and the date of Nomination mentioned 
iri the Ordinance.' 

The Attorney-General: You must 
accept the date of· Nomination because 
all the arrangements have to fbe marlc 
accordingly and in addition. pro­
vision has to be made for candidates· 
photographs and the register ;prepared 
from the various f:1ectoral districts. Ali 
those things have to be considered and 
we cannot wait until Nomination Day 
for all of them to lbe done.

Dr. Ja1gan: What I am. saying is 
so far as this Bill is· concerned the date 
of nomination a'!ld the date for can­
didates to apply tor their symbols is 
almost the same. Therefore, the ::tp­
plication for symbols should begin right 
away and go on to whatever the Iferiod 
or date of the nomination. That v..-ill 
be the last day on which he should 
a,pply. 

The Attorney-General: The point
is that we cannot }egally make the last 
day for application for symbols coincide 
with the nomination date. The pro­
cedure is totally djff erent, it is a com­
pletely different ,approach. This ar­
rangement is for the purpose of giving 
candidates their symbols and colours 
and for them to submit their rphoto­
gra,phs to the nec�ssary machinery for 
the purpose of getting o·n to the nom·· 
ination. day. But Members will also 
agree that in the meantime there could 
be. some p.rovision against the per.sou 
who would come along and draw a 
symbol and if that, along with the alio­
cation of ,colour, were not ap.propriat� 
to him, would say- "I do· not want this 
Rnymore,, I am not going to worry to 
come forward for Western Berbice or 
East Demerara. I will have to give up 
the idea as somebody persuaded me to 
drop out." That is the reason why WE: 
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have to make this $240 payable; it has 
nothing to do with Nomination Day. We 
must have some dear cut and definite 
arrangements with r�g�rd to all those 
who _are connected with' the question of 
nomination, allocating of. colours and 
those who paid their p10ney. 

Dr. Jagan: The distinct.ion be-
, tween the two periods is only a ques-

tion of formalitie8, the candidate has 
to make a depo8it b;y March 18 in order 
to obtain his symbol without which he 
could not to nominated. 

Mr. Luckhoo: This is like a race 
horse meeting, but we _are only now .. \t 

· the starting gate.

Mr. Roth: It is obvious that un­
less a candidate has a symbol he cannot 
be nominated, and he cannot be 11om·· 
inated until he has paid his deposit, of 
$240. 

Dr. Jagan: What happens if a 
candidate pays his deposit and iR not 
nominated. Does he lose the whole 
deposit? 

The Attorney-General : Yes. 

Dr. Jagan: I am not objecting to 
18th. of March providing Govermnent 
feels that should be the last day, but 
there should be no difference between 
the two. The qu2stion for Gov1ernment 
tei decide is what shall be nominatfo� 

. day and what fa the last day for that. 

The Attorney-General: This Council 
has to go out of session and cease to 
function before the new elections. Cer­
tain arrangement:.; have to be made so 
far as preiparations are concerned -
preparations of symbols, .ballot boxes, 

. pho-togra.phs and i;hings of that ::;ort. 
. .and so it is desirable that the RegiRM 

tration Officer should be aware of 
those people who are going "to face the 
st rter". That iR the "weighing-,;n·1 

period, if 1I may be .permitted to .use the . 
expression, for some Members. Wha-1; 5s 
bothering the hon. Member is the ques· 
tion of deposit if the candidate has not 
been allocated a smybol, he will not be 
entitled to be a candidate on N ominatfon 
Day� 

Mr. Fernandes: I followed it verv
carefully. Normally deposits are mad� 
on the day of nomination, but in order 
to have the symbols and ballot boxes 
prepared it is essential now to allow at 
least a month more. In that case, if 
the Elections are to be held on the 27th 
of April, it is obvi0ns that the last date 
on which those arrangements can be 
made would be the 18th of Mia:rch, but 
I can quite see that if Government de­
cides to make March 18 Nomination Day 
;we may find that some small point has 
been omitted in connection with Elec­
tion, and there would be no Legislative 
Council in existence to make the neces­
sary law. In my opinion, as far a�. the· 
deposit is concerned, Nomination Day is 
March 18. I can see the wisdom in thi� 
provision and I do not think we should 
spend more time on it. 

I think hon. Members will see that 
it is wise to keen the Council in exist­
ence long enough to see th.at arra.ng·e·

ments are properly concluded for the 
Election. As far as I am concerned, if 
the hon. the Attorney-General assures 
me that it would be .quite in order fm: a 
candidate's attorney to make application 
for his symbol I ·would be satisfied. I 
remember that on a previous occasion 
the Deputy President (Mr. C. V. 
Wight) and the hon. Member for Cen­
tral Demerara (Dr. J agan) were nom­
inated for a Municipal election .in their 
absence from the Colony and !both were 
disqualified as a result of an election 
petition. The r:aces are going to be 
very interesting, ·and we would not like 
to see any of the good horses drop out • 

Dr. Jagan: I was t!'ying to inquire 
whether Government is satisfied w�th 
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the·positipn that 1-iomina.tion Day would 
be practically five weeks ;before Election 
Day. I w:_ould suggest that instead of 

· March 18 w.e sh:l.uld fix March 27 for
deposits to be made, which would ·be ex­
actly one month before Nomination Day.

The Atto).'ney-GeneraI: For the 
p.urposes of ,preparation and the work 
entailed by the election I think an ade­
quate p,eriod should ibe allowed. 'l'he 
only question is whether a candidate 
should pay his deposit be:flore nomination 
or n<?t· The1re is one as-pect of it which 
requires consideration, and th{l,t is that 
if a candidate fails to apply for his sym­
bol by the 18th of March he could be, a 
candidate and mak€ his deposit after­
ward but he- "fOUld not be entitled to 

.get a symbol. fo other words the grant­
i1:1g of a symbol, ·which entans ,prepar�,­
·tion and other related matters, would
have a limited point of time. After that
.a candidate would have to proceed on · 
the _·strength of his photograp� and his
Dame alone.·

\ .

. Dr. Jag.an: I think we ,agre.e 
that a candidate should have his ssm­
bol and ev,erything else, but I am :mg­
gesting that one month would be suf­
ficient time for preparation __, from 
the 27th March to the 27th April. There 
are fots of ,poor people who want to 
run for .election but have not got the 
-deposit money.

·· The Attorney-Genera]: I have had
representations made to me with re­
gard to the amount of money required 
to be spent. At the present time t.he 
.amount allowed a candidate is $500, 

· and I. am told that it is not sufficient.

Dr. Jagan: I am not interestedi'n 
the amount allowed · to ibe spent. I am 
interested in the deposit, and I am 
saying that there are some people who 
cannot afford to pay their deposit,. so 
that if the date is fixed too early they 
. may be d.ebarred. Some people may be 
able to make collections. I know of many 

candidates to whom $240 is a lo f 
money. Some of them have not seen that 
sum in all their li,1es. 

Mr. Lee: If . a ·candidate cannot 
collect $240 from his constituents he 
should not ome forward at all. 

'fhe Attorney-General·: I am sure 
the hon. Member does not wish to p1�ess 
his a.mendment. 

Dr._ Jaigau: I am only going to 
. mov-e one amendmeIJt, to change the 18th 

of March to tn.e 27th of M,arch.· 

The Attorney General: From the 
point of view of preparation that time 
would not 1be sufficient. The printers 
would have a tough job to get through 
all the i:>rinting. 

. Dr. Jagan: It does not ·follow that 
everybo<;].y will ·wait until the 27th of 
March to make the deposit. Many can-

. didates would like to get their symbols 
in order to bring them to the notire of 
the electors. The amount of the deposit 
is not a .problem with many prospective 
candidates, so that there would 'be an 
early rush for symbols. As far as the 
Registration Of fice1· is concerned any 
person who has ap!Jlied for a symbol 1s 
a candidate. I thir1k one month would 
affqrd adequate time for p_reparation. 

The Attorney ,General: The hon. 
Member does not realize that the Regis­
tration Officer ha:; to make arrange­
ments for 24 Electoral District::; and 
sub-districts, and the few persons v..�ho 
will come along late will throw the whole 
arrangement out of order. 

I 

Mr. Fernandes: Surely the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara · must 
know that the only p�rsons who will be 
in a hurry to rush for symbols will be 
those in the remote .areas, as it will take 
a long time to get the symbols to the 
various areas, but �hose persons in. the 
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candidates necessitating ten : coloura 
whereas in the two remote districts you 
may have one or possibly two candidatf'<; 
at the most. We cannot be - too sure 
about these thing3. At the last minut� 
we may find candidates going out the!u 
and many in the coastal districts dr-01>'· 
ping out. So far :t, I am concerned al­
though I can see the difficulty of hw­
ing twelve distinct colours, I do not an­
ticipate there are going to ·be more than 
five candidates for three seats.In Tri­
nidad there were 10 to 12 candidat% 
for a seat, .but when the election ac-tualiy 
came on the seen� m most cases there· 
were only a ,few c,o:i:ndidates. When the 
1·ush was on for almost every SP.at 
in that Colony there were 10 to 12 
candidates but later on they fell out 
and there was not that difficult.,· 
as was anticipated.· If we are going 
to accept colours I think it is a gpod 
idea, but we should accept it for al!. It 
would help those people who are illiter­
ate to be 'able to distinguish one cantli­
date from another. 

Mt'. Roth: Perhaps the hon. Mem­
ber can tell ·us how to get 108 colours to 
distinguish the candidates. 

The Attomey-Gen'eral: It is very 
difficult to get the required number of 
cclours because as I se� it-I may he. 
wrong - there may he 10 or more ean­
diclates and each one will want .a co!our. 
That would . •be really reducing it to 
racing conditions. In these two dis­
tricts it is pa!.·ticularly necessary 
because a large number of Amer­
indians are in those districts who, 
I. was made to understand, are unable
to vote or cannot appreciate anything ,
written or ,photographs and will only
b¢ able to follf fill by way of colour::;.
Another ·aspect of it ·is this : the
ballot will be by way of colours too,
and. i.s absolutely es-s�ntial that ,,·e
av9-i_d the .• Jx�e of too ma,�y colours which

\.vill' create confusion. When the vote.r 
goes to the Election Officer and his 
name is checked on the Voters' R�gis­
ter, he is given a disc which will be of 
a particular colour, and he g.oes intu the 
booth. 

The point jg this:- in your dis­
tribution of the colours what is being 
used for the purpose of the disc may 
correspond with one of your proposed 
colours for· the candidates. I think 
hon. Members will be advised to leave 
very well a.Jone. If there is- the ex-, 
treme case where the people, becaus,� 
of _their condition, have not reached 
the point of .appreciation of photo· 
graphs, this provision would .be par­
ticularly limited to them. ·we do not 
want to extend it. I think it should be 
the other way about. We should strive 
and hope that the time would soon be 
here when it would not be necessary 
either to vote by colours or by symbols. 

Mr. Farnum: It" has been dec.ided 
to have colours for these two districts 
__:..North West, and Bartica and Interior 
-but I certainly do not agree that the
Aboriginal Indian3 in the North West.
District are not able to vote by photo­
graphs. That is stretching it. Most
of these Aboriginal' Indians in the
North West District a.re brought up
under the Missions which are scattered
over the interior. Those at the Missions·
are fairly educated and you have some
of them going to St. Stanislaus College
in Geor.getown to be further educated,
At the Missions they .a.re under the
tutelage o,f the Nuns who have been
running their schools and conwmts for
.over 100 years. I do ··not agre·e1 that they
will not be able to apprechite ppoto­
gr,a.phs.

The Attorney-General: - I think . 
all hon. Members appreciate the oh­
S€rya_tfon. f the hon. Member, but,., 
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these provisions are not being made for 
the educated of my class. It is .r.or 
those who have been given the right to 
vote and who had not the opportunity 
to be educated at the · Missions. That 
applies to the Amerindians in Bartica 
and persons in an electoral district on 
the coastland, who cannot read or write, 
and therefore hav•.3 to vote q-y symbols. 
J have expressed to hon. Members the 
hope that this will not be necessar:5 the 
next five y,ears from now. 

Clause 4 as am�nded passed. 

Cl,ause 5 _ ApplicaJtion for <!-l­
location of syrnbol and colo'f!,r and de­
posit to be rnadq,. Second, Forrn No. 1

Mr. Lee: I recommend an amend­
ment to be made here-the insertion of 
the words "or their duly constituted 
attorney'' after the wofd 'candidate' in 
the second line. 

Mr. Fernande�: It ought to read: 
"any candidate or anyone authorized by 
the candidate in wr�ting." It is nnt 
necessary that the person should be art 
attorney as lo,ng as the authorization is 
in writing. 

The Chairman: It is the . ame. as 
in clause 6. 

Mr. Fernandes: An attorney is 
authorised by Jaw and it is not 
necessary for him to get a special au­
thorization for thjs purpose. If he has 
a full power of attorney- he can de, 
anything. It is the same a.s in clause 
6. 

Mr. Lee: I accept that. 

Mr. Ma�nie: I would like to 
suggest that in this clause where it savs 
"shall rnake application" it should ·be 
made quite clear what the candidate 
hould do and when he should do i�. The 

date sho-uld be tated, b cause h� .cannot 

know the date unless he reads it in the
clause. The words ''shall nat later than. 
the eighteenth day of March, nineteen 
hundred and fijty-t:Jiree'' should apply 
there. 

Dr. Jagan: It is no harm being 
redundant there. 

Mr. Macnie: It makes it abund-
antly clear. Everybody will know 
what he has to do and when to do it. 

Dr. Jagan: I agree with the hon. 
Member that this thing must be made 
very clear. Many candidates are r.ot 
going to appreciate that this is not 
nomination day. Therefore I am going to 
agree with the hon. Member. I am 
wondering whether it is necessary to 
p1Jt photographs in this clause. If yon 
put photographs r::1 the ballot \boxes it 
means the symbols and photogra.phs 
would become similar in effect. 

The Attorney-General: I think 
hon. Members would see that sufficient 
space is provided at the top of the ballot 
bdx (exhibited) for photograph, symbol 
and name. The photograph will take 
up one-half of the space and the 
other half will have the symbol at thP. 
top and the name at the bottom. It 
will accommodate t:he size of phcto­
graph such as I have mentioned before. 

Dr. Jagari: I see that the ballot 
boxes ,are made �J.ready. I would hav� 
much preferred to have one-third of the 
space for the name at'·the top and the 
other two-thirds for the symbol. 

Mr. Lee: The boxes are ab:·eady 
made! 

Dr. Jagan: I merely mentioned 
that because I do not .see the necessity 
for \ having photographs. It is an 
additional expenditure which I do n0t 
thin� is neces ary. I know· s·ome hon. 
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Members have verv handsome faces but
J �do not think - ·· · -

The Attorney General: A Solo­
mon among the· prophets! 

Dr� Jagan: I will not object to 
that, as provision has been made for it. 

Mr. Roth: As regards the photo­
graphs, I trust candidates will smile in 
their photographs. Knowing the psy·· 
chology of the people. I fear they may 
contend they do not like the face in the· 
photograph and vote accordingly. 

Mr. Macnie: One_ photograph or1ly 
is to be on the balJot box. Who will be 
producing the required number?' 

The Attorney-General: They m�st 
be unmounted photographs of the size 
of 2t :by 2 inches. My own recollectic.n 
is that the candidate's photograph must 
be certified by ·a :Magistrate, Barriste:!: 
or Minister of religion. 

Mr. Fern�de·s: What is woryyi'i.lg 
me is the reproduction of photographs. 
In some districts some 30 .prints wiil 
be needed and I think Gov.ernment ,vill 
have to be very careful with the re­
productions of those photographs if not 
in some instances t.he candidate is likely 
t.-_. look very hordble in comparison to 
the original. My own view is that the 
candidate should supply the requisi:e 
n\1mber of photographs and then there 
would be :ho doubt about rep,roductions 
not being as good as they should l::e 
because candidates would see to it that 
they supplied only those which were to 
their satisfaction and in the mar.ner 
they would. lik� to appear. · If. Go,r­
ernment is to undertake the reproduc·­
tion of these photographs m.uch care 
will have to be exercised if not Govern­
ment will open itself to accusations that 
spe.dal preference �is giv.en to certain 

. candidates whose reproductions were 
identical to what they were like, while 
others were made to look horrible. Ever 
since I saw this Bill, I did not like 
the idea of the photographs, I nev:er­
theless accepted it but I do think 5ome­
thing should be done ab,out this question 
of reproduction. 

Dt. Jagan: In view of the remark.s 
on this question of photographs I can 
see that a person will, in rthe circum­
stances, be able to recognise the symbol 
much better than the photographs 
which may not always be recogni::,,abl� 
and as descriptive as the owner ,.vr.rn1cl 
like to appear. 

Mr. Luckhqo: I will ask the hon. 
Member for Central" Demerara not to 
proce€d with that line of argument 
.because the voters may more readily 
recognise the photograph of thier ean­
didate than know what the symbol is. 

Mr. Fernandes: The importance of 
care being ,exercised with the reproduc-· 
tion of photographs lies in the fa.ct 
that one or two people may -appear 
alike and a casual look by ,a voter may 
cause him to mistake one for the other. 
That, of course, is where the symbol· 
is useful, to assist people who do not 
know their candidates well enough to 
recognise them rapidly among others. 
I am fortunate in that I am very easy 
tc, ·be recognised among the other candi­
dates in my ar,ea. So that in cases 
where the people cannot distingui-Jh 
his photograph from that of ano�her, 
then the symbol. will work. But 
�here th·e candidate i1s. very w0ll 
kno-:w:n, the photograph is better thah 
the symbol. iI. will -nke to feel sure that 
the p}fotographs· will be reproduced a::i 
nearly identical as · is possible to ·the 
original sulotnitted by· the candidate. 
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The Attorney General : Whichever 
reproduction from a negative is ap--
proved by the candidate that would be 
the photograph used. 

Mr. Lee: That would cast the 
lmrden on the Registration Officer to 
have the negative printed. The burden 
of supplying certified photographs 
should be on the candidate. 

The Attorney General: The photo­
gra;phs will be reproduced by the 
Lithographic Co. It is a question of 
the type of papei· to be used for the 
printing of the photographs to be 
placed on the ballot boxes. The quality 
of the pa:per used b? the various photo·· 
graphers may not make it easy for the 
photographs to be affixed to the top of 
the ballot boxes. 1 would prefe1� to 
have this cla1use deferred for further 
consideration, so as to arrive at the best 
possible way of meeting the view!:) of 
hon. Members. 

Mr. ernandes : I agree with that 
but I would suggest that the original 
photograph be placed on the ballot box, 
because I would warn Government that 
the reproduction of p.hotographs is a 
very dangerou" matter. l would not 
like anyone to accuse the Registratj_on 
Officer of giving i1is opponent a better 
reproduction of his photograph. 

The Attomey General : I ask leave 
to defer the clause. 

Mr. Macnie : I would remind the 
hon. the Attorney General not to over­
look the first amendment I proposed­
the insertion of a da.te not later than 
the 18th of March. 

The Attorney General: It would 
have to be a date prior to the 18th of 
March, because t:he 18th is the date 
when a-pplications close. 

Clause 5 def er.red. 

Clause 8. -Allocation of a corn,i;r;,on 
syrnbol to six or more candidates. 

Mr. Lee: If a number of candi­
dates agree to adopt a common sym­
bol it can be allocated without being 
drawn for. 

Mr. Fernandes : I do not agree 
with the hon. M-amber. Every symbol 
must be drawn for in the first case, 
but if a · Party paid deposits for six 
candidates and drew a common symbol, 
any additional candidate who joined the 
Party subsequently could adopt the 
same symbol. 

Clause 8 put and agr.eed to. 

Clause 9.-Registe1· of candidates, 
symbols and colours. 

Mr. Fernandes: May I ask who 
will cause this registration to be made? 
The clau e do·es not state who are to 
present their names for registration. 

The Attorney-General: It is de­
sirable that the register should be k�pt 
by the Colonial Secretary for record. 
'rhe Registration Officer shall submit 
it. l will put in something like that. 

Mr. Fernandes: I do not want it 
put in. 

The Attorney-General: It is pro­
vided that the Colonial Secretary shall 
keep a record for the purpose of ad­
ministration. 

Clause 9 passed. 

Clause 10-Forfeiture of deposit. 

Mr. Macnie: I am sorry I find 
myself confused with the use of the 
word "candidate'', especially when it 
oomes to th1s clause. In clause 3 (1) 
a candidate is defined as a person de-

sirous of being nominated at the first 
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