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Tue<day, 12th December, 1944

The Council met at 12 noon, His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon
Lethem, K.C.M.G.,. President, in the
Chair.

PRESENT:

The President, His Ixcellency ths
Governor, Sir Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
My. W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Muy.
E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
My, E. F. McDavid, C.B.E,

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E.,
K.C. (New Amsterdam).

The Hon,
(Nominated).

J. A. Luckhoo, XK.C.

The Homn. C. V. Wight (Western
Essequibo).

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi-
- nated).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

§

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E,
nated).

(Nomi-

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E.
(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E,

(Georgetown South).
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The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. (Dem-
erara-Essequibo). »

The Hon. Peer Baccﬁt;s .(Western
Berbice). £,
~

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C.
(Eastern Demerara).
E )
The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North
Western District).
The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated).
The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Hon.

River),

C. P. Ferreira (Berbice

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 7th December, 1944,
as printed and circulated, were taken
as read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (M.
W. L. Heape) laid on the table the fol-
lowing documents:—

Report of the Transport and Har-
bours Department for the year 1943.

Report of the Department of Agri-
culture for the year 1943.

Report of the Colonial Audit Depart-
ment for the year 1943.

Copy of a Resolution passed at a
General Meeting of the British Guiana
Teachers’ Association held on 28th
October, 1944, expressing the Associa-
tion’s appreciation and thanks for the
improved salary scales recently ap-
proved for Primary Schools Teachers in

the Colony.
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TRANSPORT & HARBOURS (AMENDMENT)
ORDINANCE

The PRESIDENT: Before pro-..
ceeding with the Order of the Day 1
have one or two comments to make. Oue
is as regards legislation passed at a
recent meeting of Council-—the Trans-
port and Harbours Ordinance’ (Amend-
ment) Bill. After further considera-
tion of the papers and discussion in
Executive Council I have assented to
the Bill. I have satisfied myself as to
the fairness of the procedure which will
now become possible. There will he
General Orders to be approved by me
either precisely the same or as near ss
possible analogous to Colonial Regula-
tions and to General Orders of the
Colony, which are in accord with Colon-
ial Regulations issued by the Secretary
of State.  Colonial Regulations are the
result of many many years’ experience,
The procedure will be in the common
interest of good discipline in the
Department and the interest of the
employees.

FRANCHISE

With regard to the subject of
Franchise mentioned at the last meet-
ing, I have had a telegram from
the Secretary of State confirming what
I had imagined would have been the
case—an Order in Council dealing with
the question of Membership of this Coun-
cil and our own Ordinance dealing with
Election, the qualification of Electors
and the procedure of elections. I said
Jast week that I would appoint a small
Committee of three Members of this
Council to consider what amendments of
or additions to existing Regulations are
wanted to carry through the new pro-
cedure of the new franchise. 1T have
asked the hon. the Fourth . Nominated
Member, Mr. J. A. Luckhoo, to be in
charge of that Committee with the hon.
Member for Eastern Demerara (Mr.
Humphrys) and the hon. Member for
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Essequibo River (Mr. Lee) as members,

and they have agreed to serve for that
purpose.

HOURS OF SITTING

Now we have the question of the
hours of this Council to be decided. As
hon. Members know, we sounded Mem-
bers of Council individually and a very
substantial majority — sixteen — are
agreeable to the hours suggested—2
to 4 in the afternoon and 8.30 to 10.30
in the evening. Only a small number
is pressing either for the old hours or
the hours we are having now. I pro-
pose on adjournment today to adjourn
to 2 o'clock tomorrow afternoon.

EPUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

During the last day or two I had a
look at the position touching edueational
development, and I got from the Direc-
tor of Education how the position stands.
He supplied me with this note:

“The Educaiional Development Com-
mittee appointed by His Excellency the
Governor to consider Mr. Hammond's
Memoranda on Education in British
Guiana has had a very onerous task to
perform, but in spite of this the
Chairman is pleased to be able to report
that nime out of the eleven sub-
committees have now completed their
deliberations.

“The sub-committees have dealt
with the following aspects of the Mem-
oranda:—

Reorganization—report is completed;

Building Programme — report is
completed (Application has gone for-
ward for funds.)

Dual Control of Schools—report not
completed;

Books and Stationery—report com-
pleted;

Teachers’ Housing — report completed;
(Funds already granted);

Training of Teachers—report complated;
Prevocational Training—Supervising

Teachers—4-H  Clubs—report
pleted;

com-
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School Meals — report completed
" (Application for funds in preparation);

Secondary Schools—report not com-
pleted; v

Vocational Training (Non-Agricul-
tural) Men — report completed
(Application for funds gone forward);

Vocational  Training  (Women)—
report completed (Application for
funds actually apvroved).

“It is therefore seen that only two
sub-committees dealing with “Secondacy
Schools” and “Dual Control” respec-
tively still have to report.

“The special Committee appointed fo
deal with Teachers’ Salaries submitted
its recommendations to Government and
these with the concurrence of the
Secretary of State received the
approval of the Legislative Council on
6th October, 1944.

“Up to the present the following
grants have been approved bv the See-
retary of State in addition to several of
minor importance:—

Teachers’ Housing—$125,000.

Vocational Training (Women).—
$31.200

and applications for financial aid have
gone forward or are now heinz
submitted to the Secretarv of Stats

in respect of—

Building Programme—$200,000 per
annum for six  years totalling
$1,200,000;

Books and Stationery—The
amount mnot yet decided on;
School Meals—The actual amount
not yet decided on;

actual

Vocaticnal Training (Non-Agricul-
Ttural)—~Men—The actual amount not
vet decided on.

“As soon as all the sub-committees
have completed their work, Government
intends to print the fina?! report for
general information.”

Some of the minor projects, hon.
Members are possibly aware of are—

Institution of Evening Class at
Carnegie 'Trade Centre—&£625;
school and

Song books, libraries

cupboards—£1,000;

Film projector for Queen’s Collega
—#295,
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As - regards the - provision of
“Song ‘books, school  Iibraries and
cupboards,” the matter is 'still under
discussion in connexion with a larger
the * general question
and that very diffi-
cult question—one =~ of the most
difficult we have before us — the
financing of the Educational pro-
gramme, one or two aspects I have
mentioned in Council, I have just now
received further correspondence from
the Secretary of  State and I hope
in due course to be able to publish it
for the information of Members of
Council.  That cannot be immediately
but I hope to be able to do it very soon.

of Education

As regards the provision of “Song
books, school libraries and cupboards,”
Head by Head. The fullest opportunity
will be given Members afterwards for
discussion of a general character. So 1
call upon the hon. Treasurer now, as I
expect he desires to do, to move that
the Council proceed into Committee,

ORDER OF THE DAY

ESTIMATES, 1945.

The COLONIAL TREASURER:
(Mr. McDavid) : T move that the Council
resolve itself into Committee to con-
sider the Estimates of Expenditure to
be defrayed from Revenue during the
year ending 31st December, 1945.

Myr. JACOB: I do not know whether
vou will rule me out of order!

The PRESIDENT: A motion has
been moved but not yet seconded

Mr. J. A, LUCKHOO: I second the
motion.

The PRESIDENT: Now the hon,
Member may speak,
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Mr, JACOB : T think it is the
custom in this Council for Members to
speak on the Budget proposals first,
and further it had been the custom—I
think Your Excellency has changed it—
to get some pronouncement from the
Chair as to the plans of Government for
the next year. It would seem that you
are not in favour of even Members
having the opportunity of discussing
the Budget proposals. They have been
framed by Government. They have
been put forward here and, as indicated
by vou. Members will not have an oppor-~
tunity of discussing or saying anything
on the proposals made.

The PRESIDENT: That is quite
wrong. What I said was, there will be
ample opportunity for the fullest dis-
cussion. What I am anxious to do is to
get on with the business in a practical
manner—to consider the Estimates in
front of us Head by Head. There will
be ample opportunity for consideration
of the Budget Statement at a later
stage when we move the approval of
the Committee’s Report on the Esti-
mates.

Mr. JACOB: If T may disagree
with you. the Budget proposals have
certain things that Members will not
-have any opportunity of discussing
under any particular head. They are
so wide and varied. If Your Excellency
wants to conduct the business of this
Covneil in an arbitrary way, you can
rule me out of order, but to. my mind
it is a retrograde step to attempt to
prevent Members debating on the
Budget proposals.

The PRESIDENT: T again most
flatly deny that. There will be no
stopping of Members from discussing
the Budget proposals If Members of
Council like to take the present ompwvor-
tunitv of discussing them, they mayv do
so. It rests with the Council. T made
a suggestion as to what may be the most
exneditious wav of proceeding. bhut the
Council is at liberty to have a long di=-
cussion now and to have another no
doubt after.
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Mr. JACOB : I have made my
suggestion. I have got my notes and
ask that I be given an opportunity to
speak on the Budget proposals now.

The PRESIDENT: It rests entirely
with the Council. If Members desire,
they may refuse the motion anid go on
discussing the motion as it stands, but
most Members may prefer to proceed
in Committee.

Mr. WOOLFORD: May I again
remind the hon. Member that he is not
very sparing in lecturing Members in
this Council from time to time — of
course he has the right to do so—but
again he has lost the opportunity,
which he has in addressing the Council
first, by not moving the adjournment
at the conclusion of the hon. the Colo-
nial Treasurer’s statement. That would
have given him the right to speak and
the right to debate the Budget. T have
previously suggested that course. I
know it has general approval in ths
procedure in other vlaces. It nas been
done here over and over again, and I
am rather surprised at the hon. Member
forgetting that he has that right. TIf
he wishes now he can move that the
Council adiourn. I do not want to
protect the President in any way. The
hon. Member is complaining that he is
being prevented from doing something
when he himself is overlooking his richt
to do that something in certain eiveum-
stances.

The PRESTD®NT: My position is,
T will nroceed to n1* the nuestion and if
it is not accented hv tha Council then
we will resume this debate. I therefore
propose to nut the auestion and if it is
nassed then nroeceed in  Committee *o
ronsider the Fstimates head by head.
Question put. and the Council divided
and voted as follows:—

For: Messrs. Ferreira, Roth. Jack-
son, Peer Bacchus. Percy C. Wight.
Dias. ‘Austin. Critchlow, de Aguiar, J.
A. Luckhoo, Woolford, the Colonial
Treasurer, the Attorney-General and
the Colonial Secretary—14.
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Against: Mr. Jacob—1,

Did not vote: Myr. Edun—1.

Motion carried,

The Council resolved itself into
Committee and piroceeded to consider
the Estimates.

GOVERNOR.

Mr, JACOB: 8Sir, I take it—

The CHAIRMAN: I must have
something put forward before the hon.
Member can speak.

Mr. JACOB :
a laughing stock.

The whole thing is

Mr. de AGUIAR: The hon. Mem-
ber makes it so.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
invite the attention of Council to the
first page of the Estimates in order to
move the approval of the items shown
therein. I should like to say that item
(a) “The Governor” and item (d)
“Allowances” along with other items
which appear in other parts of the Esti-
mates will have to be amended in accord-
ance with the Civil List Amendment
Ordinance which the Council recently
enacted. I do not propose to move the
actual amounts because I do mot think
it is necessary, but I will indicate in
each case the amendment in proper
form when the Estimates have been
revised.

(b) Clerical FEstablishment.

There is one item (b) “Clerical
Establishment”, the second item on the
page, which is embodied in practically
every departmental head. That follows
the procedure, which we adopted some
two or three years ago, of showing the
details of the Clerical Establishment in
the Appendix. Last year, after we had
gone through the Estimates, I invited
the Council to consider the Appendix. I
think that was putting the cart before
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the horse. I will, with your permission,
since item (b) under head I is really
the first to be considered, invite the
Council to turn at once to Appendix K
—General Clerical Establishment—on
page 52 and the suceeding pages, where
the allocation of the staff is shown.
Possibly we may get through the whole
of that at once, so that whenever the
item “Clerical Establishment” appears
in the departmental votes to be passed
they can be passed without further dis-
cussion,

The CHAIRMAN: That suggestion
by the hon. Treasurer, it seems, may

‘help in expeditiously dealing with that

item. If hon. Members are agreeahble T
ask Council to look at Appendix K.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I do not think 1
can really accept that suggestion by the
hon. the Colonial Treasurer. It might be
an expeditious way of dealing with the
Estimates as a whole, but after all
Appendix K merely gives the number
of Officers and the status of the Offic-
ers and their allocation.

The CHAIRMAN: Then we will
take the item under the different heads
as we go along.

Mr. de AGUTAR: I am afraid it
may be very difficult for Members to
follow the Clerical Establishment merc-
ly by reference to. Appendix K, without
having the financial implication.

The CHAIRMAN: We have to do
that head by head, and it may be use-=
ful for the hon. Treasurer to elucidate
what he has done,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
do not quite agree with the hon. Mem-
ber. I think he is mistaken. The fivst
rage of Appendix K contains a sumt-
mary of the Kstablishment as a whole,
‘whereas on the next two pages is shown
the distribution of the staff in each
Department and under each head, and
on the other page is shown the tenta-
tive allocation of the charges against
each head which appears in eacn
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he will also be entitled to receive this
Duty Allowance? This matter has a
very far reaching principle involved,
because I recall how the whole thing
came about. I have given a brief his-
tory of it, and there is one point I should
state. It is this: The intention, I
understood then, was to change these
Officers around. That was why the
question of Duty Allowance came up.
I do not say that the principle of chang-
ing the Officers around is good or bad.
Maybe you do not get the work done
half as well. If the principle is esta-
blished that the Clerk of the Councils is
to bea Class I Officer, then there should
be no gquestion at all of any Duty Allow-
ance being paid to the post. There
should be at no time in this Council
an Officer below the status of Class I.
If that is going to be the policy, then it
seems the necessity does not exist for
any Duty Allowance to be paid to the
person performing the duties of Clerk
of the Councils. I would like to have
2 reply on that point, because it seems
to me to involve a very important
principle,

The second point I wish to make
is in connection with the point raised
by the hon. Member for North-Western
District. If I wunderstood the hon.
Member correctly, he would like to see
a larger sum on the Estimates for
Registration and Election expenses. 1
agree with him. It is well known that
some time (in 1945 I hope) there
will be a General Election, but
the sum of $300 appearing
on this estimate is totally inade-
quate. I do not wish to wrefer to
the figure I saw in the Press. I saw
in the Press the other day that it cost
a neighbouring Colony something like
$320,000, and I am reluctant to suggest
a figure. The fact remains that $300 is
totally inadequate, and in order to show
that some effort is being made in that
direction we might insert a sum of
$5,000.

The CHAIRMAN;
suggest $24,000,

I was going to
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Mr. de AGUIAR: It is more likely
to be that. I agree that we should
put something in.

Mr. EDUN: I think that an item
of that sort should be put on supple-
mentary estimate next year.

The CHAIRMAN: That, of
course, is obviously the intention, but I
agree that we might have foreseen this
and put in a substantial figure here.
If Members would prefer that—

Mr. JACOB I press that it be
put in now. I want to know what will
be this Colony’s expenditure next ysar,
and how taxation is to be levied. 1
want to know what we have to face.
This whole book here is a mass of rub.
bish. Excuse me using that word.

The CHAIRMAN: So long as
you do not use it with malicious intent.

Mr. JACOB: It is a mass of
figures which do not convey anything
to me. They may convey something to
the financial officers. I say that the
Colony is heading towards bankruptey.
Government has had the report of the
Franchise Commission which sat for
over thvee years, and has delayed this
matter too long.

Mr. de AGUIAR To a point of
order. Is the hon. Member taking
precedence now? I do not think I had
finished my remarks,

Mr. JACOB: I am sorry.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I was going to
say that I think the figure is likely to
be anything between $20,000 and
$25,000. It is a large sum and we
should put in some figure. Although
the hon. Member was not in order he
will excuse me if I use some of his
words. It is a sum sufficiently large
for the Council to take cognizance of it,
so that we will know what the final
figures will be. If Your Excellency
would permit me I would suggest that
the figure be carried qut at $24,000,
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Mr. JACKSON I. am strongly
of the opinion that it should first be
ascertained what the figure will he
approximately, and I do not think it
would be wise to put in the figure of
$24,000 just .on the suggestion of a
Member. Why not $100,000 or
$500,000? The proper policy to adopt
would be to put an item on supplemen-
tary estimate when it is ascertained
what the amount is likely to be. I do
not like this haphazard way of moving
in sums of money without any back-
ground at all. It would be very much
better to wait and find out what the
amount is likely to be.

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: 1 agree
with the remarks of the last speaker.
It would be too arbitrary to put in the
figure of $24,000 without ascertaining
what the expenditure will be. I would
suggest that the insertion of an item be
deferred until we find out exactly what
the amount is likely to be,

Like the hon. Member on my right
(Mr. de Aguiar) I agree that these
duty allowances should disappear alto-
gether from the estimates. Whilst I
agree that the Clerk of the Councils
should be a Class I clerk I think Gov-
ernent would be justified, on promotion
of a Class II clerk to Class I, to give
the officer two increments on his com-
meneing salary, and I would suggest
that that might be done in this case.

Myr. JACOB: With regard to the

question of duty allowances I
find in the Draft Estimates
that in addition to their
substantive salaries several officers

receive various sums of money from
Government funds and from other
sources. Certain officers in certain
posts are mo doubt at an advantage
whilst other officers are at a disadvan-
tage, and I think that may be one
reason why certain officers do not want
ta be transferred to other Depart-
ments. I do not think that statement
will be disputed. What I would like to
see is that every officer should receive
the salary of his post, and should he
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sent from one Department to another,
wherever he is required to do a particu-
lay job.

I do not like to see what appears
in Appendix D on pages 34 to 41 —
Statement of Emoluments received by
Officers in addition to the salaries voted
in the Estimates. It would be interest-
ing to know how much is paid annually
from Government funds, and how much
from other sources, to Government
officers. The amounts vary from year
to year. For instance, on page 41 I see
that one officer received $720, and on
page 40 another officer received $465, in
hoth cases from Government funds. On
page 39, I see that two officers received
$480 each, and on page 37 another
officer received $416. I think I have
mentioned sufficient figures to show that
these amounts vary. I was a member
of the Committee which dealt with the
salaries of professional and technical
officers, and I think the Committee
recommended most strongly that officers
should be paid a certain salary and no
more.

The CHAIRMAN : There are
certain responsible posts, the holders of
which may he on leave for a period,
and other officers are appointed to fill
their places. In such cases the acting
officers are paid from public funds.
That particularly applies in the case of
the Governor, but the question of these
allowances is new to me. Iowever, it
has been done, and I am not quarrell-
ing with what has been done by Gov-
ernment.

Mr. JACOB: 1 think the major-
ity of the members of the Committee I
referred to were of the opinion—and I
think it was supported by the Director
of Medical Services and the Deputy
Colonial Treasurer—that officers should
be given a certain salary and the whole
svstem should be changed. In the case
of the Clerk of the Councils the amount
voted should be his salary, and if for
some reason the Clerk is absent and
another officer acts for him Government
might give him an honorarium if he
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acls for a long period. I do not think it
is right that the Clerk of the Councils
should receive a special allowance. [
support the principle and hope that
Government will do what it can to
remedy this unsatisfactory state of
affairs.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 think it is
rather a big proposition. I have experi-
ence of Colonies where duty allowances
were abolished, but it meant a substan-
tial idncrease in pensionable emolu-
ments. I think the question has to be
considered in a comprehensive way. We
should just deal with this particular
instance on its merits. It will be seen
that the salary of the Clerk of the
Councils was $1,780 this year, and the
amount for next year is $1,200. If
there is another way out of it the Trea-
surer will tell me.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
debate has gone very far and wide
but it is a very simple matter. The
hon. Member for Central Demerara
(Mr. de Aguiar) gave the correct
history. The Clerk of the Councils was
formerly a Class II clerk, and the
Council approved of a duty allowance at
that time. Subsequently the Council
approved of the post being changed to
that of a Class I clerk. Today
we have two grades with very
long salary scales. Class II starts
at $40 per month and goes up
to $100, and Class T starts at $100
and goes up to $160 over a long period
of years. What has happened is that
the officer who formerly performed these
duties is no longer in the public service,
and another clerk has been appointed
who happens to be at the maximum
salary of Class II. That salary seems
a very poor one for the importance of
the work and the Ilabour involved.
Government therefore approached the
Finance Committee and obtained
approval this year of the duty allowance
being re-inserted in the estimates for

~next year in order to give that officer
adequate remuneration for his duties.

It will be observed in these esti-
mates that it is proposed to create a
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new Class I post for the officer. As it
happens that the minimum salary of
Class I is still $100 per month it was
thought desirable to re-insert or main-
tain the duty allowance so as to bring
the officer’s remuneration up to some-
thing adequate. The only other way of
doing it is to specifically advance the
salary of the officer by giving him two
or three additional increments, but that
also has its objections. It is much
easier and explainable to the rank and
file that a duty allowance should be
given for the particular post, it being
a particularly important post, than that
the officer be given two or three
increments on his salary.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I do not think
the Council will accept that way out of
the difficulty. If the principle is
accepted that the post is a Class I post
by reason of its importance, and if as
explained by the Treasurer it is only
possible to promote this officer to Class
I next year, then I agree with my
friend on my left (Mr. J. A. Luckhoo)
that the position can be met by giving
the officer two increments. In my view
that would be doing more justice to the
officer than by giving him a duty
allowance. I still have not got an
answer to my question as to what will
be the position.

The CHAIRMAN: A simple way
would be to make the item $1,680 in-
stead of $1,200.

Mr. deAGUIAR: It has been done
so many times before. The Council has
been told over and over again that in
order to fit an officer into a particu-
lar post it was found desirable to give
him one or two — I think I have heard
of three — increments on transfer to
the particular post. I cannot see any
reason why it cannot be done in this
case. Personally I do not think it is
fair to the officer to give him an allow-
ance. The work is important and we are
all agreed that a salary of $1,200 is in-
adequate. It is proposed to give him
an allowance of $240 per annum. It is
true that in the first year he may not
get as much as $240, because 1 think
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two increments would be only $192,
but his promotion would be accelera-
ted, and he would reach the maximum

salary earlier than he would if he were
given an allowance.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
do not think Members are fully aware
of the difficulty. There are two good
clerks who do this job well. One is
the present holder and the other is on
leave and due to vreturn this year.
When the present holder of the post is
promoted both will be Class I clerks.
Members know the work involved in
the post of Clerk of the Executive and
Legislative Councils. There are times
of pressure when the clerk who has to
perform the dual duties has to work
long hours of overtime, and he is
pressed to a degree that he cannot do
either satisfactorily. He has to prepare
minutes of Executive Council meetings,
and at night he has to send to the
printers the minutes of sittings of the
Legislative Council.

We have two excellent clerks and
my idea was that we appoint one to
do Executive Council and a schedule of
work in the Secreiariat, and the other
to do the work of Clerk to the Legis-
lative Council. They would he inter-
changeable, so that if one was ill or on
leave they would split the allowance.
That is really why I would ask the
Council to give me an opportunity to
try that scheme out by leaving the
allowance in. They would divide the
allowance and. each of them would do
additional routine work in the Secre-
tariat. I think the Council would be
satisfied with that arrangement. Mem-
bers would probably get their notifica-
tion of the Order of the Day earlier
than if one clerk did the work of both
Councils. If the allowance were removed
it would be more difficult, if not
impossible, for me to arrange it. If
the allowance were allowed to remain
it would be comparatively simple.

Mr. LUCKHOO:
competent

If there are two
clerks to perform the
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duties outlined by the Colonial Secretary
I think they should be well paid. Give
them two increments each so that there
would be no jealousy. After all, to
divide $20 per month between two
competent clerks performing such dulies
would be too petty. The sooner they
are paid proper salaries the better.

The CHATRMAN: What T would
like to ask is why is this shown -sepa-
rately? It used to be included under
“Clerical Establishment.”

Mr. de AGUIAR: This is a separ-
ate Department and there is only one
Clerk of tbe Council, except on occasions
when he is assisted by another clerk.
With all due respect to both the Colo-
nial Secretary and the Colonial Trea-
surer I say that they have not dealt
with the principle involved at all. I
have purposely avoided any reference
to the financial aspect of the matter. Is
the post of sufficient importance to need
the services of a Class T officer? If it is
more important, by all means let us
make the post what it is worth. Ii
two clerks are required, and of what-
ever class they may be, let us have them,
but do not let us have a duty allowance,
because I know the position is going to
be this: that you may have a Class 1
officer performing the duties of a Clerk
of the Council drawing the maximum
salary of his class, and he would be
entitled to the allowance. I do not
think that is the intention. If that is
the idea then I must oppose it. If we
agree that the post is of sufficient im-
portance to require a Class I clerk let
there be a Class I clerk and no duty
allowance. If Dbecause of a new
appointment some injustice may be done
to the particular officer, give him one or
two increments. I do not think the
duty allowance is solving the problem.
I am afraid that if we are bound to
have a senior Class I clerk he will also
draw this allowance which I say he is
not entitled to.

The CHAIRMAN: This sepati-
tion is leading to difficulty.
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potatoes produced here are subject to
a number of difficulties in production
—soil fertility, attack of insects. To go
backto my first point I amsure the hon.
Member would agree that the primary
object is to fix a remunerative price to
the farmer.

Item 31-—Essequibo Estates. 325,454

.- The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
am asked to move that this amount be
increased to $41,100 owing to labour
and cost of materials. These amend-

ments are printed at the back of the~

supplementary memorandum.

Mr. EDUN: I see the Council pro-
poses to resume at 2 o’clock tomorrow
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afternoon and there will be an evening
session. I live in the country
and would like the Government
to place at my disposal a launch
to take me across the vriver. I
do not want a little launch but a big
one.

The CHAIRMAN: We will be very
glad to see the hon. Member. We will
arrange it somehow.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
total of the vote of the head as
amended, is $329,955.

The Council resumed and adjourned
until 2 p.m. the next day.





