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LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana
(Constitution) (Temporary Provisions)
Order in Council, 1953. .

THURSDAY, 14TH MARCH, 1957.

The Council met at 2 p.m.

PRESENT:

His Honour the Speaker
Sir FEustace Gordon Woolford,

O.B.E., Q.C.

Ez-Officio Members
The IHon. the Chief Secretary,
Mr. F. D. Jakeway, C.M.G. O.B.E.

The Ton. the Financial Secretary,

Mr. F. W. Essex.
Nominated Members of FExzecutive
Counetl ¢

The Hon. Sivr Frank McDavig,
C.M.G.,, CB.E. /‘Member for Agri-
culture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall, (Mem-
ber for Communications and Works).

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E.
(Member for Local Government, Social
Welfare and Co-operative Develop-
ment).

The Hon. R. L. Gajraj
The Hon. R. C. Tello

Nominated O;:ficz'ﬂ;l:
Mr. J. I. Ramphal,

1748
Nominated Unofficials :
Mr. C. A. Carter

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb
Mr. H. Rahaman

Miss Gertie H. Collins
Mrys. Esther E. Dey
Dr. H. A. Fraser

Mri. R. B. Jailal

Mr. Sugrim Singh

Clerk of the Legislature—
Mr. I. Crum Ewing.

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature—
Mr. B. M. Viapree (Ag.)

Absent:
The Hon. the Attorney General,
Mr. G. M. Farnum, (Ag.) —on leave.

The Hon. P. A. Cummings, (Mem-
ber for Labour, Health and Housing).

Mr. T. Lee. —on leave,

Mr. W. A. Phang —on leave.

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.—on leave.
Mr. E. F. Correia—on leave,

Mr. W. T. Lord, 1.S.0.

The Speaker read prayers,

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Thursday, 7th March.
1957, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.



1749 Labour (Amdt.) Bill
ANNOUNCEMENT
ATTORNEY GENERAL EXCUSED

Mr. Speaker: The hon. the acting
Attorney General (Mr. G. M. Farnum)
has asked to be excused from today’s
meeting.

PAPERS LaID

The Financial Secretary (M1 Essex) ;
I beg to lay on the table:

“The Sixty-sixth Annual Report of the
Chamhber of Commerce of the City of
Georgetown, Demerara, British Guiang,
for the year ended 31st December, 1956”.

Mr. Kendaill (Member for Com-
munications and Works): I beg to lay
on the table:

The Annual Report of the Transport and
Harbours Department for the year 1955

INTRODUCTION OF BILZ

Sir Frank McDavid (Member for
Agriculture, - Forvests, Lands and
Mines): On behalf of the Member for
Labouxr, Health and Housing (Mr.
Cummings) 1 beg to give notice of
the introduction and first reading of
a Bill intituled:

“An Ordinance to amend the Labour

(Conditions of Fmployment of certain
workerg) Ordinance.”

ORDER OF THE DAY

LaBOUR (CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT
OF CERTAIN WORKERS) (AMENDMENT)
BiLL

A Bill intituled:

“An Ordinance to amend the Lahour
(Conditions of Employment of certain
Workers) Ordinance”.

was read a first time.

14TH MARCH, 1957

Fire Brigade Bill 1750
FIRE BRIGADJE BILL

The Chief Secretary: 1 beg to
move the second reading of the Bill
intituled:

“An Ordinance to provide for the es.

tablishment of the British Guiana Fire

Brigade and for purposes connected there-
with.”

This Bill has quite a long hisfory
of preparation which goes back as far
as 1953, and comes from a paragraph
in the Report on the Public Service
prepared by Mr. Mills, which reads
as follows:

“53.7 Legislation concerning the op-
eration of the fire brigade and general
fire protection matters should be enacted,
and the fire hrigade should work under
regulations specially designed to meet its
needs rather than on regulations drafted
primarily for police duties. These matters
should be given early attention.”

On the basis of that recommenda-
tion the Administration decided that
a Bill should be prepared, separating
the Fire Brigade from the Police
Torce, and that is the object of the
Bill now before the Council. In fuct
the Fire Brigade has been separated
from the Police Force for some years.
To all intents and purposes it operates
quite independently from the TDolice
Torce already, but nominally the Com-
missioner of Police is still the head
of the Fire Section, and in disciplin-
avy matters the members of the TFire
Brigade come under him. It is thought
desirable that that de facto separation
should be recognized de jure, and in
this country particularly, having re-
gard to our own exceptionally high
fire hazards, there should be a
separate Fire Brigade.

The Bill is quite simple in intent;
it sets up a single Fire Brigade for
the whole country, but by a Schedule
in the Bill that Fire Brigade operates
for the present only in Georgetown
and New Amsterdam where there are


























