SECOND  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCH

( Constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Orders
in Council, 1953 and 1956)
Friday, 19th June, 1959
The Council met at 3.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson
Chicf Secretary, Hon. D. M. Hedges |

Attorney-General, Hon. G. M. Farnum, acting ex officio

Financial Secretary, Hon. F. W. Essex, CM.G. )
The Honourable Dr. C. B. Jagan — Meinber for Eastern Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry)
" B. H. Benn — Member for Essequibo River
(Minister of Natural Resources)
Janet Jagan —Member for Western Essequibo
(Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing)
” ’ Ram Karran —Member for Demerara—Essequibo
(Minister of Communications and
Works).
. . B. S. Rai —DMember for Central Demerara

(Minister of Community Development?
and Education).

Mr. W. O. R. Kendall — Mesnber for New Amsterdam
L. F. S. Burnham —Member for Georgetown Ce:tral
S. M. Saffee — Member for Western Berbice

s5» J. N. Singh —Member for Georgetown Soiith

» R. E. Davis —Nominated Member

» A. M. Fredericks — Nominated Member

» H. J. M. Hubbard — Nominated Member

»» A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. — Nominated Bember.

Mr. [. Crum Ewing—Clerk of the Legislature
Mr. F. A. Narain — Assistant Clerk of the Legislature, acting.

ABSENT:
Mr. Ajodha Singh
Mr. S. Campbell—on leave
Mr. A. L. Jackson—on leave
Mr. E. B. Beharry
Mr. F. Bowman
Mr. R. B. Gajraj
Mr. R. C. Tello.

The Clerk read prayers.
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[MR. TASKER]

to prevent that intention from being
carried out. The hon. Member for
Georgetown Central has argued that
Governinent control is better than private
control, in terms of generating capacity,
since it means that new capital coming
in has a better guarantee of a sure supply
of electricity. That may be true and it
may not be true. There arc plenty of
examples in the United States of America
where private enterprise has done an
outstanding job in the field of public
utilities. including what is generally
agreed as being the finest telephone
system in the world. Certainly, there is
no reason why a Government-owned
public utility should not do a perfectly
good job in generating electricity in
British Guiana: at the same time, T am
by no means convinced that an equally
satisfactory job cannot be done under a
private franchise.

Another aspect of the problem
which was mentioned, is the possible
introduction of an atomic plant. The
obvious trouble with an atomic vlant is
that ever so often it must be taken out
of commission in order that its energy
may be renewed or replaced. And on
such occasions it is not just a question
of load-shedding, but the problem of
having no power at all. It seems to me,
therefore, that unless we are to duplicate
our generating capacity, there is a very
strong objection to the proposal for an
atomic plant.

I should like to add one other point
on a matter to which 1 referred earlier,
when we debated the appointment of the

19tH JuNE, 1959

Company 17%

Controller. The hon. Mover has com-*
mented again on his preference for a
public utility as against a private fran-
chise, and I do not doubt that others
have more detailed information than T on
this subject. But if we are to provide
for a Controller of electricity, I think we
should do everything possible to encour-
age the generation of electric power by
industrial users in this country; and I do
not believe that this would cause any
serious damage to a public utility system,
whether Government-owned or other-
wise.

Mr. Burnham: Mr. Speaker, as I
anticipated, there has not been any real
opposition to the Motion. I am happy
to see that Government has acceptsd this
Motion, for legislative pressure is sure to
come to the assistance of Government in

any circumstance which becomes too
difficult.

Myr. Speaker: 1 shall put the ques-
tion. The question is:

“That this Council recommends to
Government the purchase and taking over
of the assets, machinery and equipment of
thg , Demerara Electric Company, Limi-
ted.”

Question put, and agreed to.

Motion carried.

The Chief Secretary: I beg to
move that Council adjourn to a date to
be fixed.

Agreed to.

Council adjourned accordingly.



