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LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL,

Friday, 3rd May, 1946.

The Council met at 2 p.m. the Hon.

Mr. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E.,, X.C,

. Deputy President, in the Chair.

(.

'

PRESENT :

The Deputy President, the Hon. E. G.
Woolford, 0.B.E., K.C.,, (New Amster-
dam).

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,

Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General
(Acting), Mr. F. W. Holder.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.1.
(Nominated).

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E.
(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Rerbice).

The Hon. T. Lee (IEssequibo River).
The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated}.
The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Hon. C. P, Ferreira (Berbice
River).
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The Hon. T, T. Thompson (Nomi-
nated.)

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 2nd May, 1946, as
printed and circulated, were. taken as
read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

GENERAL ELECTIONS ARRANGEMENTS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Mr.
Deputy President, I would like to take
this cpportunity to inform the Council
of the steps taken in regard to the
General Elections. It is considered
desirable that this Legislative Council
should be informed of the steps which
have already been taken in connection
with the General Elections under the
Legislative Council (Elections) Ordin-
ance 1945 and Regulations made there-
under.

Mr. J. H. 3. McCowan has been
appointed Elections Officer. His duties
will be to superintend all arrangements
subject to the approval of the Governor
in respect to the General Elections.

The Elections Officer has studied the
Ordinance and the Regulations, and
machinery has been set in motion as
regards—

(a) the appointment of Registering,
Revising and Returning Officers
under the Ordinance;

(b) the printing of Forms of Claims for
the registration of voters.

~ Proofs of these forms are ready
and have been checked. The form of
claim is now ready for printing.

(¢) A form of receipt by the Register-

ing Officer of claims received has
_ been prepared and is ready for print-
ing.

(d) An estimate of the required number
of forms of claims based on the
Census Returns is between 80,000 to
90,000 and a corresponding number
of receipt forms will be prepared.
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Registering Officers will be appointed
by the 15th May, 1946. It is proposed to
appoint the District Commissioners,
who have been appointed as such officers
since 1938 and who have offices already
established in each Electoral District.
Revising officers, who under Section
8 (1) of the Ordinance must be a Bar-
rister or Solicitor, will commence to hold
Revising Courts any time after the 31st
August, 1946.

It is proposed that the Returning
Officers for the Elections shall also be
the Magistrates with offices in the
District and they will have power to
appoint presiding officers for each
polling station.-

It is proposed to introduce legisla-
tion to allow members of His Majesty’s
Forces who have been serving overseas
to register their claims as if they resided
in the District during the qualifying
period, if they are otherwise qualified.

It is proposed to conduct a publicity
campaign through the B.P.I. by means of
communiques in the press and radio
talks, and to instruct the public as to
the registration of claims. Every
possible means will be utilised in order
to ensure the maximum amount of
publicity.

With regard to the Electoral Dis-
tricts a Ccmmittee under the chaiiman-
ship of the Deputy President was
appointed by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor to consider the Electoral Districts
as at present defined and to advise

(a) in respect of any alteration of their
boundaries.
(b) with regard to any change in the
redistribution of the number of
seats for electoral districts.

The Committee have held four
meetings. At the last meeting on the
10th April it was suggested that the
submission of a report should be post-
poned until certain census information
was available. It is hoped that a report
an the question will be submitted
shortly. I only wish to add that Gov-
ernment is taking every possible step
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to see that the Elections are held as
early as possible. The question of
Polling Stations will be dealt with later.

GOVERNMENT NOTICE

LEAVE PASSAGES

The COLONIAL SECRETARY gave
notice of the following motion:—

That this Council approves of the adop-
tion of the Report of the Leave Passages
Committee—

UNOFFICIAL NOTICE

EXTENSION OF (GOVERNOR'S TERM

Mr. EDUN gave notice of the follow-
ing motion:—

WHEREAS it is within the knowledge
of this Honourable Legislative Council of
British (Fuiana that His Excellency the
Governor Sir Gordon Lethem, will soon
be taking his departure from the Colony
aforesaid;

AND WHEREAS the general com-
munity are loud in their sincere expres-
sions of deep appreciation of the sterling
value of the services which, as Governor
and Commander-in_Chief in and over the
Colony aforesaid, His Excellency has very
unflinchingly rendered its people in
multiple ways:

AND WHEREAS it is felt that desirable
plans for the steady growth and proper
developmental promotion, progress and
security of the aforesaid Colony could
only be best achieved by retention of Sir
Gordon’s practical and influential ser.
vices to that end, for another such term:

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable

Legislative Courcil be pleased tc put on -

record its similar expression of public
appreciaticn and, having proper regard
to what js set out in Colonial Regulation
3A, Chapter 11, anent the appointment nf
Governors to Cclonial Possessions, this
Honourable Legisiative Council be also
pleased to request of His Majesty’s Prin-
cipal Secretary of State for the Colonies
that Sir Gordon be permitted to coentinue
another stich ierm in the said and such
capacity.

s
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AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that a copy and/or the text of this Resolu-
tion be transmitted with the least possible
delay to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary
of State for the Colonies for his early and
favourable attention.

ORDER OF THE DAY,

SEAWORTHINESS OF S.S. “BASRA”

Myr. ROTH asked, and the COLONIAL
SECRETARY replied to the following
questions:—

Ql:— Is Government aware that a
prominent section of the public
is apprehensive of travelling on
the steamer “Basra’?

A— No complaint as to the seaworthi-
ness of the s.s. “Basra” has heen
received by the Transport and
Harbours Department.

Q@2:— Is Government satisfied that the
said sieamer is seaworthy?

A— See answer to question 5 below.

Q3:— Has the said steamer been sur-
veyed by Lloyds?

A— No.

Q4:— If so, when, and what was the
report thereon?

A— See answer to question 3 above.

Q5:— If the answer to 3 is in the nega-
tive, will Government, in the
interests of public safety, take
steps to see that the said steamer
is so surveyed?

A— Surveys are only carried out by
Lloyds’ Surveyors on those ships
listed in Lloyds’ Register of
Shipping. Ncne of our ships
are so registered.

However, in view of the terms
of the enquiry a survey has been
carried out by the Government
Surveyor of Ships who has
rendered a  report indicating
repairs, which when complete,
he considers will enakle this
vessel to continue in passenger
and cargo service,

Tax (AMENDMENT) (No, 2) BILL

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance to
amend the Tax Ordinance with respect
to the annual duty payable by a person or
company, or the agent of a person or
company, carrying on accident insurance
business.”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Mr.
Deputy President, the object of this
Bill, as hon. Members will see from the
“Objects and Reasons” appended to the
Bill, is—

“To empower the Governor in Council
to grant exemption from the payment of
the duties payable under subsections (2)
and (3) of the Tax Ordinance, 1939, by
accident insurance companies, where the
issue of policies insuring passengers
carried by aircraft against personal injury
is the only form of business done. It has
been represented to Government that
insurance coverage to intending pas-
sengers at very economical rates are
cbtainablei from agents of companies which
issue only such limited accident policies
in the Colony. The payment of the duties
($1,000 and $250 annually respectively)
under the nbhovementioned subsections
would make impossible the offer of such
coverage to intending passengers. As it is
considered beneficial tc the public that
personal accident insurance at low rates
should he available in the case of travel
by air. Government proposes to seek “an
amendment of the law with respect to the
duties payabls by insurers.”

The relative section of the Tax Ordi-
nance, 1939, subsection (3) reads as
follows :—

“(3) Every person or company who acts
as the agent of a person or company
carrying 2n any fire and accident insur-
ance business or any fire or accident insur-
ance business in the Colony shall take out
an annual licence and shall pay a duty of
two hundred and fifty dollars.”

Then will follow the proviso which
appears in clause 2 of the Bill now
before the Council:

“Provided that where a person or com-
pany in his or its own right, or as the
agent of another person or company,
carries on in the Colony any accident
insurance business consisting solely of
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insuring against death or personal injury
passengers while being carried by aircraft
from or to the Colony, the Governor in
Ccuncil may if he considers that the
premium rates for such insurance offered
to the public zre reasonably low in all the
circumstances, grant that person or com-
pany exemption from the payment of the
duties payable under subsections (2) and
(3) of this section.”

Subsection (2) of section 15 of the
Ordinance reads:

“(2) Every person or company carrying
on any fire and accident insurance business
in the Colony shall take out an annual
licence amd shall pay a duty of one
thousand dollars.”

The Bill does not deal with the case
of any specific company, but generally
with the question of exception in all
probable cases and seeks to give the
Governor in Council power to grant
exemption from the tax whenever the
Governor in Council thinks fit. I do
not think there is very much more to
add in connection with the objects of
the Bill, and T beg to move that this
Bill be read a second time.

The COLONIAL TREASURER sec
onded.

My, ROTH: 1 notice that this
privilege only applies to insurance in
respect of passengers travelling to and
from the Colony by aircraft. Why not
include those travelling in the Colony?
You can be killed also within the
limits of the Colony while travelling by
aircraft. I ask Government to see its
way to include *“within the Colony.”

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I
will ask the hon. Mover why travelling
in the Colony is excluded. Perhaps,
the companies concerned are not pre-
pared to take the risk.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The
position is, the B.G. Airways Co. made
representation in connection with this
matter and this Bill follows along the
Jine of the representation made. They
pointed out that they were in a positicn
to offer insurance to passengers trav-
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elling on commercial routes. Any policy
issued by the B.G. Airways is limited to
its lines and advantage of those lines is
taken in all the Islands in which the
Company presently operate. No require-
ment for the holding of licences for the
issue of such a policy exists anywhere.
Therefore the Company pointed out:

“We do not find ourselves heing able
to offer the travelling public the advantage
of these low rates owing to the fact that
they have to he uniform. Before we
would be permitted to offer such insur-
ance to the public it is necessary to be
in possession of licences costing $250.”

In view of the lowness of the rates
involved being not adequately overcome
by the premiums likely to be earned
and of their request, there is no possi-
bility for such a policy. 1 see the point
the hon. Member is making. I do not
know it the hon. the Colonial Treasurer
can say anything about it.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
original application or proposal came
from the source which the hon. the
Attorney-General stated, on behalf of
the B.W.I. Airways who are primarily
concerned with travelling outside the
Colony. The criticism of the hon. Mem-
Ler is quite correct. Since the B.G.
Airways are.actually the agents of the
B.W.I. Airways, it is conceivable that in
the near future they themselves will
aoet a coverage pelicy in London also and
wish to take advantage of the opportun-
ity of offering passengers in the Colony
air coverage. I suggest to the hon. the
Attorney-General that he may accept an
amendment in the sense suggested by
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Roth,
$0 as to make it cover insurance within
the Colony as well as outside the Col-
ony.

Question put. and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.
CouNCIL IN COMMITTEE
The Council resolved itself into

Committee to consider the Bill clause by
clause,
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Clause 2—Addition of proviso ex-
empting from duty,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Mr.
Deputy President, the hon.-Member has
raised the point as to the insurance
cover for passengers travelling by air
in the Colony. The hon. the Colonial
Treasurer will be able to clear this point
because we do not know how far this
will affect any amendments which have
been arrived at between the B.G. Air-
ways and lives or the B.W.I. Airways
and lives.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
positien at the present is this:
There is in existence a general policy
taken by the Crown .\gents. Under that
pclicy Public Officers are able to insure
themselves with the Treasury against
accident from flights, and the insurance
can be in respect of flights on B.G. Air-
ways or any plane on a recognized air
route. That is only applicable to Public
Officers. It may be that the B.G. Air-
ways like the B.W.I. Airways may care
to take out a general policy and when
issuing a ticket to a passenger insure
him. ‘That is the normal position nosv.
You buy an airplane ticket and for a
small payment you buy an insurance
coupon to cover yourself. That the
B.W.I. Airways can do now. The B.G.
Airways may wish to do the same thing.
It is quite simple. All the Company
have to do is to apply the rate, give
certain particulars, give certain approx-
imate premiums or undertake to pay the
premiums paid by each passenger.

The CHAIRMAN: When the
opportunity does arise they will take
out the licence.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In
view of the explanation I move the fol-
lowing amendments to the proviso:

(a) the deletion of the comma after
the word “injury” in the fourth line; and

(b) the insertion of the words *“within
the Colony or” between the words “air-
craft” and “fresh” in the fifth line.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Clause passed as amended.

The Council resumed.

On the motion of the ATTORNEY-
GENERAL seconded by Mr. CRITCH-
LOW the RBill was read a third time and
passed.

ADDITIONAL PROVISION
1945

FOR DECEMBER,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1
beg to move:—

That this Council approves of the
Schedule of Additional Provision for
December, 1945, which has been laid on
the table.

It is a very small schedule of only
two items. In respect of these excesses
His Excellency the Governor issued his
warrant approving of them. I hardly
think it is necessary to go into Com-
mittee for their consideration. We can
deal with them in Council. The first
item is in relation to the statutory
refunds of revenue—Income Tax,
$240,000. The amount has to be paid.
The second item is in relation to Colon-
ial Development and Welfare Schemes
coramenced last year and authorized by
the Governor. I trust it is not neces-
sary to go into Committee on this par-
ticular schedule, and 1 ask that the
motion be put at once.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sec-
onded.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does
the Council agree to that? There are
only two items. As there is no objection
1 will put the motion.

Motion put, and agreed to.
ADDITIONAL PROVISION FOR APRIL, 1946
TThe COLONIAL TREASURER:

beg to move that the Council resolve
itself into Committee to consider the
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items of the Schedule of Additional
Provision for April, 1946.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sec-
onded.

Council in Committce.

CUSTOMS.

Item n—DBoats’ Crews—1 Engin-
ecr ($480 x $30 — $600), 8 Guards—
Class II-—($480 x $30 — 3600), 7
Guards — Class III = ($360 x $24
—$480) —$1,200.

Mr. de AGUIAR: T would like to
enquire whether these posts are regarded
as supernumerary, in view of the special
circumstances of the particular vote.
This vote provides for addition to cer-
tain services in view of circumstances
existing at the present moment. I
would like to be told whether these posts
are regarded as supernumerary, and
be abolished as soon as the existing
circumstances disappear.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
cannot give any guarantee that the posts
will be abolished.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I will not oppose
the item but I am a little disappointed
that I cannot get something in the
nature of an undertaking. I will keep
my eyes upon it on the next occasion.

MEDICAL

Item (22a)—Personal allowance to
Dr. Glavina, $1,440.

Mr. LEE: T would like to know
whether this allowance was given to
the previous Medical Superintendent. I
understand from my friend on my left
that there was no post of Superintend-
ent of the Georgetown Hospital. I was
always under the impression that there
was such a post. If there was no such
post why are we creating one now by
giving a personal allowance? I thought
the post was created some time ago.
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The CHAIRMAN: Dr. Glavina is

the Medical Superintendent. It is a
new post.
Mr. LEE: If Dr. Glavina stil

holds the post why is he being given a
personal allowance of £100?The explan-
atory note says:

“To provide for payment of a personal
allowance at the rate of $480 p.a. with
effect from 1/1/44 to the Medical Super-
intendent, Georgetown Hospital, on account
of the responsibility attachecd to the post.”

Were the conditions attached to the
pest not debated in this Council and
known to members of the medical pro-
fession? 1 consider this another way
of increasing expenditure. If Govern-
ment knew that the post was worth a
higher salary the Council should have
been told so at the time, and not asked
now to provide a personal allowance iv
the officer.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
will ease the hon. Member’s mind by
telling him that it is not a question cf
the post at all. If we altered the salary
of the post we would have to review all
the salaries of the Medical Department.
There were peculiar circumstances
attached to the filling of the post. Dr.
Glavina was in a post in New Amster-
dam which he did not want to leave, but
we badly wanted his services in George-
town, and the D.M.S. persuaded him to
accept the post on the definite promise
that his transfer to Georgetown would
entail an increase of salary and increased
prospects of promotion. On that prom-
ise he accepted the post. Circum-
stances changed, however, and two
months after he accepted the transfer
to Georgetown the post of Surgeon,
New Amsterdam Hospital, which he
previously held, was improved in the
general review of salaries, and he was
then placed in the position of having
left his post in New Amsterdam, the
salary of which was raised to that of
the post to which he came to George-
town under protest. Moreover, the post
in Georgetown involves greater respon-
sibility, is more exacting, and a much
more difficult job.
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Dr. Glavina has given many years
of very good service in British Guiana.
There are occasions when an officer has
reached a period when he can no longer
hope for a transfer on promotion.
Having given good service, he is regarded
by the Secretary of State as peculiarly
suitable for consideration for the grant
of a personal allowance. It is the prac-
tice of Colonial Governments, well sup-
ported by the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, and in this particular case I
can show the hon. Member the despatch
from the Secretary of State on the sub-
ject. The Secretary of State has
approved, subject to the concurrence of
this Ccuncil, of the grant of a personal
allowance to Dr. Glavina, and he would
not have so approved if the case had not
well merited it. It is a peculiar case.
It is not a question of the post being
worth it. If we alter the salary of the
post it would mean a complete review of
all the salaries of the Medical staff, and
hen. Members would not want to sit
here and do that again. We must do
justice to the officer, and in the circum-
stances I do ask hon. Members to meet
Government in that. They should have
confidence in the Governor and the Sec-
retary of State, that they would not
recommend a personal allowance if it
were not deserving. I do not know
whether the Colonial Treasurer would
like to add some facts which I have not
mentioned, but from my own recollec-
tion those are the reasons why this
personal allowance is recommended to
the Council.

Mr. LEE: Was the officer prom-
ised an allowance of £100 on the old
salary of the post, or on the new
salary?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
should explain that when the post was
offered to the Surgeon in New Amster-
dam the post in Georgetown carried a
higher salary—£1,000 a year. Dr.
Glavina was drawing less salary in New
Amsterdam, so that it was in effect
promotion when he accepted the post in
Georgetown. Two months later the
salary of the post he left was increased
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to £1,000 a year also, so that his promo-
tion was null and void, and as he pre-
ferred to be in New Amsterdam he natu-
rally felt it was rather hard on him.

Mr. LEE: What I am trying to
find cut is whether the salary of the
Medical Superintendent in Georgetown
was £1,000 a year, and subsequently the
salary of the post in New Amsterdam

was raised to the same figure;
When Dr. Glavina was offered the
post in Georgetown at £1,000, there
was then no question of giving him

a personal allowance.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Nec.

Mr. LEE: It is since the salary of
the New Amsterdam post was raised
to £1,000 that Government consideved
that ‘he is entitled to another £100.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
point is that we gave a definite
guarantee that if he took the post in
Georgetown it would be promotion for
him, and it was promotion at the time
he accepted it, because the salary was
£1,000 and the salary of the New
Amsterdam post was less. He has come
to a post which he does not particularly
want, leaving one which he particularly
enjoys to find, two months after, that
if he had not accepted the transfer at
the personal request of the D.M.S. he
would have been just as well off where
he was.

Mr., AUSTIN: Cne is sorry to see
that this pernicious system still obtains
whereby a medical officer can tell Gov-
ernment that he is not going to leave
his post for another.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: He
did not say that. Dr. Glavina would
never say a thing like that. He is a
very fine officer who would go where he
is told, but he pointed out that he did
not want to go but was induced to go in
good faith, because he thought he was
getting promotion. There was no ques-
tion of refusal.
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Mr. AUSTIN: What I was trying
to explain is that it has arisen in this
Colony over and over again that doctors
would not take orders from Government.
A doctor says 1 am placed at Port
Mourant and I am staying there,” and
he cannot be iremoved. An undertaking
was given in this Council that that sort
of thing would not continue any longer,

but, apparently, there 1is a doctor
who has asked for increased emolu-
ments because he had an easy
post in a certain district and
does not want to work hard in

another district. Dr. Glavina’s arrival
in Georgetown has made the Hospital
no happier for the people who go there.
Complaints are frequently heard, and
one would like to give ar additional sum
to an officer who merits it. I venture
to think that instead of being improved,
conditions at the Georgetown Hospital
have become worse. In the circum-
stances, although it has been recom-
mended by His Excellency and the Sec-
retary of State, I think it is asking too
much of this Council to consider an item
of this sort before some real improve-
ment is noticeable in the conditions at
the Georgetown Hospital.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
would like to say in reply to the hon.
member that Dr. Glavina is only human.
He has done an enormous amount of
work in improving the administration
of the Hospital, but a lot more has to
be done. I do not accept the suggestion
that since his arrival conditions have
got worse. I am about to suggest the
appointment of a Committee to see what
improvements can be made. Dr. Gla-
vina is at present on leave, but the Direc-
tor of Medical Services informs me that
he has done immeasurably good work
in keeping the Hospital going. I entirely
refute the suggestion that conditions
have become worse. I cannot speak too
highly of this officer. T have had per-
sonal experience of his work.

As regards medical officers’ refusal
to move, the hon. Member knows far

3 May, 1946.

—-April, 1946 2906

more than I do, but I can promise him
that as private practice is avolished that
difficulty will also be removed. Medical
officers who are entitled to private prac-
tice may still say 1 do not want to go,”
and Government may still have difficulty
in forcing them to go, but as they retire
or take on new conditions which do not
include private practice, that question
will not arise, and the position will be
greatly improved. It ic not a strange
thing in this Colony; I have met it in
another Colony. Where a district pro-
vides a doctor with good private prac-
tice he naturally clings to it like a leech.
I hope the Counzil will accept my assur-
ance, We are trying to remove this very
objectionable feature in the posting of
medical officers, but we cannot do every
thing in a day.

Mr. EDUN: I would like to take
the assurance of the Colonial Secretary
as regards the efficiency of the Medical
Service.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
say that in the case of this particular
officer.

Mr. EDUN:
about the Service.
I see deterinration,
this case of the perpetual anomalies
which come before this Council for
adjustment on every supplementary esti-
mate. This is one of them, and as a
creole I remember the proverb “One one
brick build dam.”

The CHAIRMAN: I think the
actual expression is “One one dutty
build dam.”

Mr, EDUN: In the case of Dr. Ho we
did some bungling of affairs. I am not
happy about our finances. I have
always felt that we should wait until
the Economic Adviser discloses what is
our financial position before we begin to
give money away like this. In this case
I do not think this allowance is merited,
because I know that other doctors would
he asking for similar treatment.

I am not at all happy
Instead of efficiency
I am reminded in
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Mr. LEE: I cannot agree to the
principle adopted by Government of
promising an officer an allowance anu
asiking this Council to ratiiy 1t. 1 desive
to record my protest against such a pro-
cedure, I am not challenging the integ-
rity or the service rendered by this
officer, but if he had superintended the
Hospital in a proper manner I would not
have had the complaints I have had from
my constituency. A girl of 16 was seny
vy the Medical Ofticer of the district to
the Georgetown Hospital suffering with
swollen tcnsils, and recomrnended for an
operation, The Surgeon at the Public
Hospital, after examining the patient,
said it was a case for the Nose, Ear and
'ihroat Specialist.  'There was no such
Svecialist at the Hespital at the time,
and I cannot imagine that the Surgeon
wag not capable to perform the opera-
tion. I think the patient remained in
hospital for about three weeks but
nothing was done for her., In the face
of that can it be said that the efficiency
of the Hospital is being maintained by
the Medical Superintendent?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
question of operations has nothing
to do with the Medical Superintendent,
and I must ask the kon. Member to keep
to the point, whether we should grant
Dr. Glavina this personal allowancsa.
The question of an operation on a
child’s tonsils has nothing whatever to
do with it. It is not within his prov-
ince in any ‘tespect. The Medical
Superintendent is responsible for the
discipline of the doctors, the organiza-
tion of the Wards, and the whole cou-
duct of the Hospital, but cannot instruct
the Surgeon to perform an operation.

Mr. LEE: There is still the feeling
that patients go to the Hospital and
cannot get proper treatment, and that
colonists pay for the upkeep of the
Hospital. The number of out-patients
cannot be treated Ly one medical officer
in the course of a day, yet we are told
that the Hospital is being run in an
efficient manner.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: How
can we possibly lay the blame for that
on Dr, Glavina? I will take the blame,
(laughter). It has nothing to do with
Dr. Glavina.

Mr. LEE: This allowance of £100
should not have been promised by
Government because the institution is
not being properly run. It may not be
the fault of the Superintendent but
Government's fault, and it should be
brought to Government’s notice. That
is what I am trying to do.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1t
has been an interesting discussion. 1
know a good deal about hospitals. 1
have spent 12 months in a hospital and
have had 14 operations, and [ know
waatr 1 am talking aoout. 1 Knew a
good deal about medical administration
too. The hon, Member is quite right
in saying that people go to the Hospital
and are turned away. 1 have just put
up a proposal to the Governor for
decentralization. In my opinion the
Hospital adminisfration should not be
confined to Georgetown. Cases should
be treated in the country districts
under the cottage hospital system, and
now that we have our ambulance ser-
vice very greatly strengthened we
should be able, I hope, eventually to
select far more carefully cases brought
to the Georgetown Hospital. I hope
that the hon. Member will be satisfied
before I leave this Colony. I will do my
best,

Mr, PEER BACCHUS: I do not
think I can support this item., I have
a recollection that an undertaking was
given by Government that all personal
allowances would be abolished. In fact
that decision was made on the occasion
of the revision of salaries. On the facts
narrated by the hon. the Colonial Secre-
tary it is clear that Dr. Glavina took a
chance, He was transferred on pro-
motion, and whether twc months or two
years after thesalary of the post he left
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was increased to that of his new post,
the fact remains that at the time ot his
transfer it was promotion. In fact he
has suffered no loss because he is get-
ting the same salary he would
eventually have got had he remained in
New Amsterdam.

Mr. AUSTIN: In regard to the
remarks by the hon. the Colonial Secre-
tary about Government officers staying
in their posts, I would like to mention
that His Excellency’s predecessors have
indicated very clearly in this Council
that a Government officer is at the dis-
posal of the Government and can be
transferred to any post. ‘That policy is
not being carried out. The older Mem-
bers of the Council know that Govern-
ment Medical Officers enjoying private
practice have been removed from their
districts only to act as Surgeon Gen-
eral, Other than that nothing could
move them from their districts because
they secured handsome sums by way of
private practice. I do not think it
should go on record that it is difficult
to remove a Government Medicai
MNeficer when he receives private pracs
tice in a district.

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: Will this
£100 be personal to Dr. Glavina or will
it go to any other medical officer filling
the post in future?

The CHAIRMAN : The salary of the
post remains at £1,000 a year.

Mr, WIGHT: I observe that Dr.
Glavina is to be given back pay for
three years. I happen to know the
officer and I am perfectly satisfied
that he is worth this aliowance, I am
also satisfied that Government will not
get medical men to come to this
Colony for £1,000 a year. Hon. Mem-
bers had better make up their minds to
give the officer this personal allow-
ance,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, Mr.
Apstin is always quite consistent about
these medical men, especially those in
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the country districts, clinging to their
posts and refusing to be transferred to
other districts. 1 do nct think that can
be said to be so in the case of
Dr. Glavina.

Mr, AUSTIN: I did not intend that.

The CHAIRMAN: It is not the case
of a man who was offered promno-
tion and was not inclined to accept it.
Owing to his desire to serve Govern-
ment this Officer accepted the post. If
he had done like the other Medical
Officers he would have remained in
Berbice and so carned the £100.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
hon. Membzar for Western Berbice said
there was some undertaking on the part
of the Government not to grant personal
allowances in future, I cannot remem-
ber any such undertaking. There was
a general intention to abandon the
various kinds of allowances in so far
as they appear on the Estimates—duty
and station allowances of all kinds which
go to make up the emoluments of Pub-
lic Officers—or to whittle them down
to a uniform basis, but at the same
time no undertaking was given. It has
happened over and over again that some
Officers of long standing in a post with
the same salary for many years
is well worthy of more remuneration,
but the Council does not wish to
increase the salary of the post and he
is rewarded by giving him a personal

allowance. That is something you
cannot rule void altogether forsver
more,
Question put, and agreed to.
Item passed.
MISCELLANEOUS
Item — Assistence to ex-Servicemen

$10,000.

Mr. EDUN: On this question of
re-settlement of Returned Soldiers, I
just want to warn Government about

9
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this idea of re-settlement. The
experience of the past was a bitter one
indeed. I vrememmber well the Re-
Settlement Scheme at Pln. Friendship
on the East Bank, Demerara, for ex-
soldiers after the first World War.
The land 1is still there, but the
majority of the ex-soldiers have gone
to their fathers and there is no schame,
The Re-Settlement Committee ought to
take great care when they set about to
help these men. In my own work I
have been able to centact the ex-
soldiers between the two wars, and
everyone of those mien with whom I
made contact was a disappointed man.
I have met one or two of the present
returned soidiers again, and there are
bitter complaints going around about
discrimination in the Re-Settlement
Scheme. I want tc warn Government
to take great care to treat everyone in
the best humanly possible way it can.
It is no good our asking these men to
2o abroad to give service to the Nation,
and when they return after a few
years they become disgruntled and dis-
appointed. For that reason I would be
very generous to them. I would vote
more money than §10,000, but I do
hope that whatever scheme should he
made on their behalf it would be a prac-
tical thing which would give them the
assistance needed.

PooOR.
Ttem—Grant to Dharmae Sala, $250.

Mr. EDUN: Governmenti should
give a larger sum. I think the time
has come when Government will have
to take over the Dharam Sala.

Mr. deAGUIAR: My question is in a
different form. I woula like to know
when Government began to give grants
to this institution. I speak subject to
correction. I think we started with
3750 some years ago and then it went to
$1,250. Now it is proposed to add

- another $250. I have not gone into the
merits or demerits of the matter; but
what strikes me as peculiar is the
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piecemeal way in which this Council is

pvelng approached in granting con-
tripucions to this nstitution. 'L'he
mcrease may be meritorious but, 1

thingk, before we make a grant of tnis
kind this Council ought o be told a
little more about the work which is
being carried on there. 1 believe some
sort of society runs this institution,
Iy main objection is that I do not like
tne way in which this particular item
keeps coming up every once in a while,
and what is worse it comes up in the
intervals after it had come up at the
annual session. I think votes of this
kind should come up when the Council
is considering the Amnual Estimates as
we will then have the whole picture, and
if questions are asked we may be able
to obtain the answers we seek. I do
not think it is fair to approach the
hon. the Coloniai Treasurer at this
stage and ask him some of the questions
that occur to me. I do not think
matters of this kind should come up in
Supplementary Estimates. I am going
to suggest that, perhaps, the item may
be deferred until we meet in Annual
Session, so that we cain see the whole
picture and obtain proper explanation.

I believe this institution is doing
very good work, I think this society
is running one of these institutions in
New Amsterdam, Berbice. I have a
recollection that when that was started
this Council was approached, and it was
stated then that on account of the work
done in Berbice we should increase the
grant. I do nof like this infiltration.
I do not like this gradual appproach
to this thing year after year. At this
time we ought to have an item like this
at the consideration of the Annual
Estimates. For example, we give con-
tributions to other organisations thein.
I am not in a position at this stage %o
know how the whole picture appears.
I am going to suggest that this item be
deleted and brought back on the Annual
Estimates.
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The COLONIAL TREASUREK: I
agree that 1tems of this nature should
come up on the Annual Estimates, but
we all do appear to have a short mem-
ory on this question. Only two years
ago I moved in this Council a Bill,
which is now Ordinance No. 12 of 1943,
called the Hindu Religious Society
Incorperation Bill, 1948, and explained
then that this Dharma Sala is run by
that Society and is assisted by Govern-
ment. Claims were put forward for
more assistance and [ advised that
before it became a regular feature
proper steps be taken tc vest the prop-
erty of that institution under a proper
Trust Law of the Colony. That has
been done and it was done as a sort of
condition wunder which this Council
would vote money for the support of the
institution. The property is vested in
Trustees and, what is more, the grants
are made to the institution on the con-
dition of the submission of properly
audited statements periodically and of
inspection by public officers. I am
surprised myself to hear any criticism
of what is ¢oing on there. I have
taken the trouble to visit that institu-
tion more than once and I am perfectly
satisfied that it is doing good
work and that the Founder and
Manager of it at the present time is
rendering very valuable services to the
community., I feel sure it is a sort of
overflow for the Government Alms
House. Were it not in existence the
cost of our Poor Relief work would be
very much higher than it is.

I entirely realize that what the hon.
Member calls infiltration might result
in a further increase every other year
or so, but we have to remember this: I
recall the time when the hon. Member
adopted a similar attitude towards
another institution of this Colony. I
refer to the Rishops’ High School for
Gjrls. There were violent criticisms
when it was run by private enterprise,
and the result was it had to be taken
aver by Government and run at a cost
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five times the grant given. [ wonld
never like to think this institution

would be taken over by Government.
This religious body makes it a promi-
nent feature of its work and hopes
faithfully to continue it on the same
lines as now—uvoluntary service to the
poor. I cannot see my way to agree
with the hon. Member that $1,500 is
too much to pay for the kind of work

that is bcing done at the Dharam
Sala.

Mr. EDUN: Perhaps the hon.
Member  for Central  Demerara
has  actually read my mind.

This is the wrong way to get money
for charity. It can be abused. Any-
‘body can go to the Governor or the
Colonial Secretary, or the Colonial
Treasurer and ask for $250 and it will
be brought up in a supplementary
estimate. It is a very wrong
procedure. I remember when
His Excellency the Governor from
that very seat told the public of thiy
Colony that they ought to support from
their pockets the Tuberculcsis Society, a
society that is doing great humanitarian
service to the people of this Colony. I
am not an unbeliever in the impoverish-
ment of our people by the provision of
Almg Houses and Charity Homes scat-
tered everywhere in this Coleny. T want
to see cottage industries here, there and
everywhere and to see money being spent
in that direction making the people self-
respecting instead of giving charity. I
am opposed to this kind of thing coming
to the Council in this indirect manner. 1
remember well when the Hindu Society
Bill was passed; I gave it my support.
The Society is now on a proper footing,
and, I understand, its accounts are being
audited and published. All those things
are good in themselves. So also is the
Tuberculosis Society; if it is deserving
of assistance by all means give it.

I think the people of this Colony
should be more charitable and put their
hands deep in their pockets and support

this Society. I think the Pundit, who is
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hard working, can easily collect $250 for
that work. I would support it in the
Annual Estimates at the end of the year,
but at this stage the procedure is wrong
in principle. T will not agree with the
hon. the Colonial Treasurer, though
people may say I am against the Dharam
Sala speaking like this. It does not
matter one whit to me. If you look at
the Budget you would see that the
amount for Old Age Pensions is creeping
up by leaps and bounds. Kvery week I
write out applications in the interest
of poor people seeking Poor Law relief.
Where will it all end? I am a charitable
person myself, and I give charity. If
the Pundit comes to me and I can afford
it he would certainly get a contribution,
but this is something involving more
than $250. I know one or two things of
this country. I do not want to say them,
as I do not want to hurt the susceptibil-
ities of people all the time. As a Mem-
ber of this Council I want to protect the
finances of the Colony, and for that
reason let us take out the item and give
the Society more at the Annual Session.

Mr. CRITCHLOW: I want to sup-
port the hon. the Colonial Treasurer. I
believe the circumstances of this case
are unfortunate. If the workers are
earning a certain amount and subsidiza-
tion is remcved they would have to apply
to their employers for an increase of
wages. The Pundit has every right to
appeal for some more noney to help the
poor people. I heartily support the
item. I believe the application was for
a larger sum, but after consideration this
amount was decided on. I hope Members
would withdraw their opposition. It is
to assist the unfortunate poor people.
We know it is necessary because the cost
of living is much higher than formerly.
I heartily support the item.

Mr. THOMPSON: I heartily sup-
port this item. I think the Pundit has
been doing good work. What I contend
about is the piecemeal fashion in which
this matter is being done. What is to
prevent the Pundit coming back in the
next three months and asking for -an
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increase? We should make sure that this
Society produces a proper statement, and
let us have a definite sum before us at
the proper time. Coming up now and
again for these small amounts, it does not
make pleasant reading. The Pundit does
not only depend on this grant; he goes
around the country himself and solicits
assistance. As ‘the hon. the Colonial
Treasurer has said, the Dharam Sala is
a means of keeping many persons in ease
and comfort who do not find themselves
in the Alms House. So I am out to sup-
port this item, but I do hope we will not
have it coming up now and again.

The CHAIRMAN: I have no doubt
that the Pundit expects that the appli-
cation will be scrutinized. The hon.
the Colonial Treasurer has said it is
unusual and he does nat himself agrez
with it. There must be. however, some
great necessity for it. I do not know the
zctivities of the Society. I do not know
whecther the hon. Member for Berbice
Hiver understands it. I think part of
the Pundit's difficulties has been the
cost of the erection of a mansion in
Berbice near to the Canje Creek. Very
few FEast Indians are there and the place
iz almost empty. He must have spent a
considerable sum of money on it. I hope
Berbice will not reach that position
when that building will be filled. I
hope it will remain empty.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I would like to
say that I still feel the point made by
the hon. Nominated Member and myself
has not been thoroughly answered, and 1
am sorry I will probably have to press
for the opinion of the Council as to
whether this item should be carried or
not. I do know that very good work is
being done by the Society, but applica-
tions of this kind should come before
the Council at the proper time so that
certain questions could be asked and the
answers given. The hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Edun—I would like to
remind him—just nhow vreferred to
accounts being published. I know they
are not puhliclied. That rather makes
it a liltle more difficult to speak on this
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question. If the hon. Member thought
they were being published, I would like
to remove that from his mind. They arve
not actually published. We do know the
Pundit is doing good work but the nature
and the extent of the work, I do not
think, are within the knowledge of the
average persons, around and about. If
you visit the institution you would see
what goes on, but I do not think that is
enough for us to centinue increasing this
vote. This vote is being increased too
regularly. That is my complaint. Appli+
cations are coming in and Government
takes a sympathetic view of them. If I
understand the hon. the Colonial Tresas
urer correctly, it seems to me that the
Government’s view is that it is cheap at
the price of $1,500. Well, sir, I certain-
ly cannct accept that view at all. I think
the position should be more carefully
examined. I am going to urge that it
should come up again at the proper time.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Sir, I my-
self would like to have a little more
information about this matter. We have
just entered the fifth month of the yvear,
and it would appear that the grant of
$1.250 has been already exhausted and
this Scciety wants another $250 to bal-
ance its budget to when—the end of May
or June or to the end of the year? If
that is so, I think it is very early in the
year to anticipate a deficit.

The CHAIRMAN: There must be
some reason for it. I suggest to hon.
Members to pass the item.

Mr. EDUN: I suggest that it he
deferred.
The CHAIRMAN: If the hon.

Member makes a moticn that it be delet-
ed I would put the question. As it
stands ncw, Governiment does not pro-
pose to allow it to be deferred. The hon.
Member can make a motion for its dele-
tion.

Mr. de AGUIAR: 1T regret you are
forcing me to do something I do not
like. In view of the remarks made [
must move formally that the item ke
deleted,
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Question put, and the Committee
divided, the voting being as follows:—

For: Messrs. Edun, Peer Bacchus
and de Aguiar—3.

Against: Messrs Thompson, Fer-
reira, Roth, Percy C. Wight, Austin,
Critchlow, the Colonial Treasurer, the
Attorney-General and the Colonial Sec-
retary—9.

Motion negatived.

The CHAIRMAN: The item will
therefore remain on the Estimate.

PosST OFFICE—TELECOMMUNICATIONS &£
ELECTRICAL INSPECTORS’ BRANCH.

Item I (3)—3 Inspectors ($2,040 x
$120—3$2,400), $600.

Mr. de AGUIAR: I observe from
the explanatory note that this increase
is to provide for two posts of Inspectors
on the scale $2,040 x $120—2,400 vice 2
Assistant Electrical Inspectors on the
scale 1,440 x $120—9$2,040, with effect
from January, 1946, in order to improve
the salaries of the Telecommunications
Engineering staff. Am I to understand
that the posts of two Assistant Electrical
Inspectors will be abolished and those of
two Inspectors created? I have risen
merely to point out to Government that
I do not think such an arrangement will
remedy the situaticn which we know
exists. I think that in this country we
pay very little attention to electrical
inspections, and although there has not
been very clear evidence we know
that dangers do exist. I am wondering
whether Government will not consider
the appointment of some Assistant
Inspectors in order tofacilitate the work
to be done. There is a lot of work to be
done and there is a great deal of danger.
I would like to see the service improved
and some of the dangers removed.

It has come to my nctice that there
is no delivery of letters at Ogle front,
and I think it is a matter which should
be looked into.



2919 Supplementary Estimate

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
hon. Member is quite right as
regards electrical inspections which
Government has in mind. The position
is that a senior officer, Major Manly,
had been seconded to the local defence
Forces. Now that he has returned to
his post I think the work will be
increased. There has been serious danger
of fire in Georgetown and New Amsfer-
dam, and efforts will be made to see
what can be done to improve the whole
service.

Item agreed to.

PRISONS.

Item I (a.a.)—Deputy Superintend-
ent of prison ($2,400 x $120—$3,120),
$600.

Mr. EDUN: Am I to understand
that there is a prevalence of crime; that
there are more prisoners than usnal,
and that on that account the post of
Deputy Superintendent of Prisons is
necessary? Can we not do without it?

The COLONTIAL TREASURER: This
is merely a change of title. As hon.
Members know, the post was filled by a
supernumerary up to quite recently, and
a new appointment was made. Mr. St.
Aubyn, who has been transferred back
from British Honduras, has filled the
post. I think it was to facilitate his
transfer that it was decided to put before
the Council a proposal that the salary of
the post be increased and the officer given
the proper status of Deputy Superin-
tendent.

Item agreed to.
PuBLic WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Item I (21a)—Field Auditor (31,920
x $120—$2,400), $1,020,

Mr. EDUN: I regret that the
Chairman of the Advisory Committee is
not here. I would have liked him to
answer certain things which were
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brought to his attention recently in con-
nection with the Public Works Depart-
ment. If I understood that this IField
Auditor would travel around the dis-
tricts and scrutinize the accounts, books,
and works in progress I would not hesi-
tate to vote for this item, but I am not
satisfied that the Public Works Depari-
ment is functioning properly at the
moment.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: May
I interrupt to assure the hon.
Member that that is what is intended,
and that is what the title of the post
implies. The officer is an internal officer,
but for extraordinary purposes “he will
travel throughout the countryside to
check and verify works in progress, the
pay-sheets and the various factors that
lead to difficulty and trouble in a large

Department. It is the sort of thing the
Department should have had done
long  ago. We  cannot depend
entirely on the Audit Depart-

ment, We need a man in the Depart-
ment with knowledge of what s
going on at headquarters, to go into the
field and examine for the Department.
I feel sure that the results will be use-
ful.

Mr. EDUN: I will accept that, but
I have spent some time in watching the
shifting of the senior officers in the dis-
tricts. There is a sort of clique among
certain senior ofticers, and in creating a
post of this kind an officer should be
appointed from outside the Depart-
ment,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
would like to assure the hon. Member
that the officer who is likely to fill this
post will be appointed from outside.

Mr. EDUN: I accept that.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1
may explain further that the decision to
approach the Council was made some time
ago, but Government would not come
forward with a supplementary estimate
until we were perfectly sure that a suit-
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able officer could be found and from out-
side the Department. The officer selected
will be one drawn from the Audit Depart-
ment.

Mr. EDUN:
will vote for it.

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I can
assure the last speaker that this appoint-
ment is absolutely necessary. It will be
found that a test check is the only sure
preventive against fraud. We have been
at this matter for a considerable time;
and we are very glad indeed to see this
item on this estimate. 1 think the
appointment will serve a very useiul
purpose.

I accept that and I

Mr. THOMPSON: I agree that it
will  serve a useful purpose, and
I think it has Dbeen long over-
due. I do not think it is fair to let
it go out that senior officers of the
Department are in league with thues.
I cannot think for a moment that a seniony
officer would be mixed up with acts which
are unsavoury. and I do not think such a
suggestion should go unchallenged.

Mr. EDUN: I do not want to raise
a controversy, but in view of the facts
at my disposal I will not withdraw my
statement at all.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1
do not accept the implications on the
senior officers at all. I appreciate that
in making an appointment of this sort
it is desirable that we should take our
man from outside, not because there is
any inefficiency or inadequacy on the
rart of the staff of the Public Works
Department, but because auditors are
always selected from outside a Denart-
ment. It is a general rule and no reflec-
tion on the Department.

Mr. TIOMPSON: The whole
trouble has been due to the limited num-
ber of officers. The districts are too
large for one officer to supervise. If
there were smaller districts or more
officers many of the difficulties would be
eliminated. I would not for a moment
think that deliberate acts are committed
by the officers,
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Item agreed to.
PosT OFFICE—EXTRAORDINARY.

Item 9—Replacement of equipment,
ete. destroyed by the fire, $17,000.

Mr. EDUN: I think I am entitled
to ask the Colonial Secretary to tell
this Council what has been done about
the Stafford report on the fire. I think
I followed that inquiry somewhat
closely and there were some implica-
tions in the report which 1 thought
Government would have brought before
the Council for discussion. Like other
reports, I suppose this report has been
shelved and no attention will be given
to it. I do not propose to say anything
at the moment about the implications.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It

is perfectly true that the word
“fire” appears under this particalar
head, but it is under Public Works

Extraordinary. 1 can say that the
report was published, but I do suggest
that this is not the time and place to
discuss it.

The CHAIRMAN: Any discussion
of the Stafford report would not be

relevant.

Mr. EDUN: I agree, but I took
the opportunity to inquire what is
being done.

Item agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS—DRAINAGE, IRRIGATION
AND SEA DEFENCES — EXTRAORDINARY.

and
“distressed’

Item 2E. — Replacement
Improvement Works in

drainage areas, $25,100.

Mr. EDUN: There was a recent
report by the Consulting Engineer, Mr.
Case, on the drainage system on the
West Coast, from Vreed-en-Hoop to
Windsor Forest. It is an excellent
report, of which I think Government is
fully aware, and something ought to be
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done about it now. I do not see any
work being done there, and I wouid lika
to know what is happening about it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
will make a note about it.

The Council resumed.

The COLONIALTREASURER: Inow
formally move that the motion for the
approval of the Schedule be adopted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sec-
onded.

Motion carried.

SCHEDULE Or WORKS FrOM LoOAN
FuUNDS.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: sez-
onded.

That this Council approves of ile
Schedule of Services and works to be
met from funds raised under Loan
Ordinance No. 5 of 1943, which has been

laid on the takle on 2nd May, 1946.

This is almost a formal motion.
The Loan Ordinance of 1945 provides
a schedule of loan works, and the items
are put before Council to be approved
by resolution. This, I may say, is
the first batch. If Members have the
schedule before them I may briefly run
through them. The first item is one
of $5,000, to defray expenses of loan
issue. The second item is a statutory
provision of $698,850 for the redemp-
tion of outstanding 49% bonds. The
third item is one of $600,000 which is
a tentative estimate in connection with
the Georgetown Replanning Scheme.
The Mayor and I put our heads togeth-
er and came to the conclusion that
possibly the whole of that replanning
scheme might cost $600,000. That seemed
to us to be the outside figure. Hou.
Members will remember that in the
Town Planning Ordinance it has been
laid down that the Government shall
bear $200,000 of the expenditure.
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Therefore it will be observed in the
note that $400,000 of the amount will

be recoverable from the Georgetown
Toewn Council.
The fourth item 1is $268,702 in

connection with the Georgetown Puve
Water Supply Scheme, as provided for
by resolution of this Council. It is, of
course, a part of the cost of that
scheme which is to be borne from local
funds. The balance is represented by a
grant of $50,000 under the Colonial
Development and Welfare Act. The
fifth item is one of $93,300 in connec-
tion with the purchase and recondi-
tioning of the Vergenoegen estates
already approved by resolution of the
Council.

The sixth item — Wortmanville
Housing Scheme, $80,000—has not yet
been passed by this Council, but hon.
Members have been made completely
aware of the whole position by His
Excellency the Gavernor, and have
been told of the progress of the scheme
from time to time. The work is act-
ually going on, and I believe the prem-
ises are nearing completion. A draft
Bill has been prepared and will be put
before the Council setting out the
conditions under which the schemes
will be managed by a Committee.

The seventh item—Purchase of
Bookers Cooperage premises, $180,000
—has only just been approved by the
Council. The last item—Purchase of
equipment for Road Reconstruction,
$350,000—is in respect of some equip-
ment for theroad projects which are in
contemplation, and has actuzally heen
indented for. This is the formal means
of charging all these items to our
loan account. I formally move the
motion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: sec-
onded.

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: As the
hon. the Attorney-General will pro-
bably be the Chairman of the Com-
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missioners who will carry out the town
planning scheme, I would like him to go
around and see how mosquitoes are
being bred on that portion of the
burnt area from which the tank has
been removed.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you very
much for the warning.

Schedule put and agreed to.

TRAVELLING EXPENSES ForR MEMBER:3
OF COUNCIL.

The next item on the Order Paper
was the following motion by Mr.
CRITCHLOW :(—

Be it resolved that this Council is of
the cpinion that the reasonable travelling
and subsistence expenses of Members of
the Council resident outside Georgetown,
incurred by them in attending meztings
of the Counci], or any Committee appoint-
ed by the Council or the Government, or
any Statutory Board or other Body
sheculd be met frem puklic funds;

And bhe it further resolved that this
Council recommends to Government that
the necessary funds for this purpose be
provided on the estimates.

Mr. CRITCHLOW: I ask permis-
sion to amend the motion by the dele-
tion of the wexrds “resident outside
Georgetown.”

Mr. ROTH seconded.

The CCLONIAIL TREASURER: 1
think the hon. Member should have
indicated his reasons for the deletion
of these words from the motion. I am
not making a speech about it now,
except to say that if those words are
deleted the effect might be that any
Member who wishes to travel from the
Post Office to this Council could hire
a car and charge the expenses to pub-

lic funds. I do not suppose that is
what he intends.

Mr. CRITCHLOW: What I think
is that several of us whq live in
Georgetown may have to travel out-
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side of the City on public business and
I feel that such expenses should be
met from public funds.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The
amendment proposed wouldj not) meet,
that point of view. The mere deletion

of those words would not
have the effect the hon. Member
intends.

Mr. ROTH: The object of the
deletion cof thuse words is that the

motion should apply to all Members of
the Council and not only those resident
outside of Georgetown. Not all of the
Members of this Council own motor
cars. At least two or three usebicycles,
and in wet weather some of us who
live some distance away have to hire
motor cars. Why should we be out~
of pocket? The matter was discussed by
a small Committee of which I was a
member. I made that point but it was
turned down by the majority. I am
glad to see that it has been brought
up by the hon. mover. Why should
there be any distinction made between
those Members living in Georgetown
and those living outside? After all it
is reasonable expenses. Surely it could
be left to the commonsense of the
Member concerned and the certifying
officer. I do not think that question
need be raised.

Mr. EDUN: I am supporting the
motion although I would have pre-
ferred a more comprehensive motion
dealing with the amount of subsistence
allowance to be given to Members of
the Legislature. Quite recently Members
of Parliament have increased their
allowances, and it cannot be said that
this Colony is so poor that it cannot
afford reasonable travelling and sub-
sistence allowances to Members of the
Legislature who are giving public ser-
vice practically every day of the weel,
not only in Council but on varicus
Boards and Committees. I am a Mem-
ber of the Land Settlement Committee
of Vergenoegen and I would certainly
like to visit that Settlement periodi-
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cally. The travelling facilities previous-
ly afforded Members of the Council by
the Transport and Harbours Depart-
ment have now been withdrawn, and it
will mean that every time I travel on
the train on public business I will have
to pay a fare. That is not good enough.
I pay and I intend to pay for travel-
ling on the trains. It is not a matter of
quibbling, but little Antigua is paying
its Legislators a flat rate of £10 per
month, and we are in a better position
than Antigua.

I would agree this is not an oppor-
tune time to move a comprehensive
motion of the kind that I have sug-
gested. Perhaps after the General
Elections the new Legislature would
endeavousr to comipensate the Members
who are doing public service for the
love of it. I say so without hesitation.
I see the hon. Nominated Member, Mr.
Austin, every day in this Council Cham-
ber spending his valuable time in trying
to assist us with his experience and
knowledge, like myself. I have met
Members on various Committees who
have told me “I have just been to
another Committee meeting.” They
have had no time to do their own work:
it is not fair to them. If this was a
country wherein we had leisurely people
who can take up politics as a hobby and
spend their meney in doing so, it would
be a different matter. We have men
who are imbued with the ideal of giving
service withont gain or reward, and not
because they are so imbued we shonld
take advantage of their good nature
and ask them to do impossible things.
In my own case it is wrong to ask me
to go to Vergenonegen to see that things
are done there in a proper manner, and
I am to pay the travelling expenses
involved in doing so.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: When
were the passes withdrawn?
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My. EDUN: The end of Mavch!
That, I feel, should engage the atten-
tion of this Government. It should nof
be made difficult for us to serve. With
these few remarks I support the motion.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It
alarms and amazes me to find that
Members are nct recovering their
travelling expenses. Under the present
procedure such travelling expenses are
payable from public funds. I think the
hon. Members for Berbice have collected
allowances for the use of their own
cars, and similariy other Members can
collect reimbursement of fares paid in
travelling on Government’s transport
system. The free passes have been
withdrawn, but the rule still stands
that a Member of this Council can be
reimbursed all his travelling expenses
made in attending meetings of this
Council and oi Boards. If hon. Mem-
bers have omitted through lack of
initiative to recover such expenses, [
suggest that they should do so. What
is wrong is that there is not some sys-
tem by which Members can have a book
of passes and on surrendering a pass
with the signature of the Member he
is given & travelling ticket in exchange.
The Transport and Harbours Depart-
ment will then be in a position to
render an acceuni to Government for
payment of the money involved. A sys-
tem like that was in force some wvears
ago. Members can recover their travel
ling expenses.

Mr. EDUN: .1 agree with the hon.
the Colonial Treasurer, but in my case
I have been a Member for three years
and I have never charged Government
for any of the services I have rendered.
It is true, it is very convenient for me
to attend the meetings of the Legislative
Council. I am thinking of the outside
arrangements. Those passes were very
convenient to Members of Council, and it
should be told to the Transport and Har-
bours Department that it is a very con-
venient arrangement.
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Mr. FERREIRA: I am supportiny
the motion. It was not my intention to
speak on it, but in view of the remarks
made on travelling T have decided to add
my quota. I would like to make myself
perfectly clear. When 1 joined this
Council, it was my intention and desire
to give service voluntarily. That is still
my intention. I do not want, and I do
not hope, to be paid for anything I do,
but I do object having to pay to serve.
That was never my intention. For
travelling to Council meetings you will
recover the expenses, but possibly there
is some hesitation in the mind of the
Clerk concerned. But why should Mem-
bers only recover the expenses when they
travel to Council meetings? When the
free passes were issued to Members they
travelled throughout the Services. It
you represent a constituency you have a
right to visit it. I visit my constituency
and it costs me $7.00 for steamer fares.
That is most unreasonable. I am visit-
ing my constituency for the purpose of
seeing prevailing conditions. If I am
taking an interest in the welfare of
British Guiana, why should I not be
permitted to travel free on the West
Coast Railway or by steamer to the
North West District? I do not think it
is reasonable at all to expect me to pav
for looking after the affairs of the coun-
try. T would like that point clarified
this afternoon. I feel we should he
permitted to go about the country as in
the past. 1 do not see why Members
should put their hands in their pockets
and finance Government's work. It is
easy to issue booklets with passes to
Members which they will use and the
Transport and Harbours Department col-
lect the meney from Government. Why
ask Members to be inconvenienced in
paying their travelling expenses and
then to recover the amount from Govern-
ment?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1
think the Motion as amended will have
the sympathy of Government. It is a
privilege Members had for many years.
Especially in the case of the hon. Nom-
inated Member, he is entitled to think
when he was appointed that the privi-
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leges enjoyed by his predecessor wou'd
not be limited or suddenly withdrawn.
But there are some difficulties in the
matter. This motion is only a recom-
mendation. Some regulations will
have to be framed to give effect to it.
I think the action of the Government was
due to the findings of a Committee. I do
not think it was unanimous. I have no
doubt that Government will look into
this matter. In the meanwhile Mem-
bers have heard that they are entitled
to travelling expenses and can apply for
re-embursement.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I think I
should speak on this motion so as to
clarify what has been termed a privilege
withdrawn. Heretofore under the old
system a Member residing outside of
Georgetown was entitled to his travelling
and subsistence expenses when attending
Legislative Council meeting. He was
not, however, entitled to travelling and
subsistence expenses when attending the
meetings of Boards or Committees. The
privilege Members enjoyed in the first
instance was travelling expenses and sub-
sistence allowance for Legislative Couil-
cil meetings. I think under the preseut
system travelling has been paid for any
meetings at all, whether they were of
the Legislative Council, Boards or Comt-
mittees. That is the system prevailing
today. That is all I wish to say so as
to make the position quite clear.

Mr. THOMPSON: As this mal-
ter concerns me I am not going to say
anything on it, but I just want to know
whether as from the time that Commit-
tee sat this matter will be retrospective.
I have had the unhappy experience of
being heavily penalised, if nobody else,
in this direction. As the hon. Member
for Berbice River has mentioned, one
should not pay to serve though one mav
love to serve. 1 have been doing it for
years, but it should not carry with it a
penalty. It is not possible for us who
come from Berbice to get back home
immediately after a meeting. We have
to remain in Georgetown overnight and
in some cases we have to come to George-
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town the day previous to a meeting, if
we have to attend the meeting in the
morning hours. We have to meet a sub-
sistence bill. I desire to know whether
this motion will be effective from the
time that Committee sat or from the time
the motion is carried.

Question put, and agreed to.

Motion adopted.

LICENSED PREMISES OPENING HOURS.

The next item on the Order Paper

was the following motion by Mr.
CRITCHLOW.
. “That with reference to Legislative

Council Sessional Paper No. 2 of 1946,
this Council is prepared to consider the
recommendation contained therein.”

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr.
Critchlow, before you move your
motion I may say it is very vague in
its form, and I do not think Members
quite undersiand whact it refers to.
You are referring to Sessional Paper
No. 2 of 1946, and I know what you
mean, but I suggest that you indicate
that what you are referring to is the
report of the Committee appointed to
consider the desirability of shortening
the hours during which licensed prem-
ises may be open.
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Mr. CRITCHLOW: I am asking that
consideration of the motion be deferred
to the next meeting.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: When
next we meet you will amplify it by
adding some words indicating to what
the Sessional Paper does refer.

Mr. CRITCHLOW: Yes, sir.
LEAVE PASSAGES FOR GOVERNMENT

OFFICERS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
would ask permission to defer moving
the adoption of the Report of the
Leave Passages Committee (Legisla-
tive Council Sessional Paper No. 4 of
1946) to the next meeting of the
Council when Members would have had
some warning. Members did not
possibly expect we would have got tu
this item on the agenda today.
As the hon. the Colonial Trea-
surer has peinted out to me, it
is not really on the agenda.
I therefore propose to put it on the
agenda for the next meeting of the
Council and have it taken then.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There
being no further business this after-
noon, the Council stands adjourn unti}
Wednesday next at 2 p.m.





