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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Friday, £nd March. 1.945. 

·1,, i Council met at 2 p.m., His 
Excellency the Governor. Sir Gol'clon 
Lethem, K.C.M.G.. President, ,in the 
Chair. 

PRESENT: 

The President:
·f'i the Governor. Sir 
r Lcthrn1, K.C.M.G. 

His Excellency 
Gordon James 

The Hon. the Coloninl Secretary, 
Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. the Colo1_1ial TreasurP.r,
Ilk. E. •F. McDavid, C.B.E. 

The Hon. F. ,l. Seaford, C.B.E. 
, (Georgetown North). 

··,,�-" ' The Hnn. 
�
'
!
h_ ;," )

Nominated).
.T. A. Luckhoo, [C.C. 

The lfon. 
• '·Demerara).

.J. I. de Aguiar. (Central 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson. 
(Nominated). 

0.B.E.

The Hon. M. R G. Austin, 0.B.K 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. E. A, Luckhoo, O.B.E. 
(Eastern Berbice). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E 
� Georgetown South). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C. 
(Eastern Demerara). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob 
vVestern District). 

(North 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo 
River) 

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Be1·bice 
River). 

The Hon. A. A. Thorne (Nomi­
nated). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

_MINUTES IN NEW FORM. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Memb�rs 
will observe that the minutes of the 
last meeting of Council have heen cil·­
cnl.ated in cyclostyle form. 

The minuteR of the met'ting lwlcl 
on Thurr-dny. fat March. 1945, wet·� 
taken ns read and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

REVISED SALARIES OF ADMINISTR\T!V�, 
PROFESSIONAL AND TEQHNICAL 

OFFICERS. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER com. 
municated the following- Message:-

MESSAGE No, 29 

Honourable Members of Legislative 
Council, 

I have the honour tu refer to the 
Report on the Salaries of the Adm inis -
trative, Professional and Technical Otti­
cers in the Public Service (exclusive of
the classified Clerical Service) which 
was laid as Council Paper No. 20 of U/44. 

2. Honou.rable Members will recall that
the Government's recommendations to 
Council on the proposals in that report 
were €;;:nbodied in a Schedule appended 
to the rep01·t, and that the revised .salary 
scales as set Ot',t in the Schedule were 
included in the related depart­
mental estimates for ime year 1945 and 
approved in that form by Council. Prior
to consideration of the Estimates in Com-
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was proposed that the revised salary 
scales should apply with effect from 1st 
January, 1944, but that payments would 
continue to be made on the basis of the 
salary scales previously in force until the 
Secretary of State had notified his ,i-p·· 
proval of the revised scales. 

3. I have. now been informed by the
Secretary of State that he approves of the 
introduction of the- revised salary ,ca\es; 
with effect from ht January, 1944, but 
suggests with respect to some individual 
posts certain modifications, a list of which 
is appended to this Message. Government 
has given careful consideration to these 
suggested modifications and, with the 
advice of the Executive Council, recom­
mends their adoption by Council. Certain 
of these\ modifications had in fact been 
discussed in principle with me in th� 
Colonial Office in August and October 
last. 

4. · I accordingly invite the Council to 
approve of the modifications as set out, 
and of the nece5sary supplementary .finan­
cial provision in departmental estim�tes 
for 1945 with respect thereto; and further 
to approve of supplementary prov1s10n 
being made in the current year under a 
single vote for the payment of arrea1·s of 
salary due for the year 1944 to all offi­
cers whose salaries have been revised in 
terms of Council Paper No,. 20 of 1944 a.s 
adopted and modified by Council. 

GORDON LETHEM, 
Governor. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
British Guiana, 

28th February, 1945. 

MODIFICATIONS TO ScH;EDULE APPEND}�n 
TO REPORT OF S'I!:NIOR ADMINISTRATfVE,. 
PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL OFFICERS' 

SALARIES COMMITTEE. 

(1) The maxima of the salary scales of the
following posts to be. increased as set 
out hereunder:-

(a) Deµartment of Agriculture-Head I
of Schedule.

(i) Veterinary Surgeon
- from $3,600 to $3,840 p.&.

(ii) Agricultural Economist
- from $3,600 to $3,840 p.a.

(iii) Agricultural Superintendants

(b) Publi.c Woi·ks Deprutment
XIV of Schedule

Head 

District Engineers 
- from $3,360 to $3,600 p.a.

(2) Medical Department - Head XI of 
Schedule

(a) The salary scale of the post of Senior
Physician to be the same a� the ·
substantive scale of the ·vost of 
Surgeon Specialist - $4,800 x $120 :·
-$5,760 per annum instead • of •
$4,320 x $120 - $4,800 per annum.

(b) All fees for consulting practice
inside as well "� outside the Publi�
Hospital, to be paid in to Govern­
ment Revenue, with a remission of
25 per cent to the Consultants.

The existing Specialist staff to b'e 
allowed to exercise the option of 
accepting the new salary scales and 
conditions governing consulting
practice or of continuing to serve 
on. their present terms and salaries,

(3) Geological Deparhnent - Head VII of

Schedule

The salaries attaching to the posl:s '
of . Director of Geological Surveys,
Senior Geologist and Geologist to be .
increased as follows:-
(a) DirectoT, Geological Surveys-

from $4,320 p.a. (fixed) 
to $4,800 p.a. (fixed) 

(b) Senior Geologist-

(c) Geologist

tfrom $3,120 x 120-$3.480 
to $3,120 X 120-$4,320 

from $2,400 x 120-$2,760 · 
to $2,40(). X 120-$3,360 

2. In addition, the salaries attaching to 
the undermentioned ,posts which are not 
included in the Schedule were considered _ 
by Executive Council, who advised that 
the maximum of the scales should be 
increased as follows:-

(a) Superintendent of Prisons-
from $3,120 to $3,600 p.a. 

(b) Second Assistant Mechanical
Engineer, Transport and Har-
bours Department-

.from $2,880 to $3,120 p.a, 

The salaries of the· Engineers of the 
Transport and Harbours Department would 
then be in line with those of Lhe Engin� 
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! GOVERNMENT NOTICES

REVISED SALARIES OF ADMINISTRATIVE, 
PROFESSIONAL & TECHNICAL OFFICERS. 

• The GOLONIAL TREASURER
gave notice of the following motion:�

That with reference to His Excellency
the Governor's Message No. 29 dated 28th
February, 1945, this Council approves of 
the moc!ifica tions of the revised salarv 
scales with respect to the posts referr�d 
to therein, and of the necessary suppl,�­
mentar:v financial provision being made 

, · in departmental estimates .for the year 
1945. 

Council further approves of supple­
mentary provision being made under a 
single vote for payment o.f arrears of 

· salary due for the year 1945 to all officers
whose salaries have been revised in terms 

of Council Paper No. 20 of 1944, as 
acloptul and modified by Council.

THE NEW ORDER-IN-COUNCIL. 

The PRESIDENT: Befo1·e pro-
ceeding to the Order of the Day I 
would just like to comment on the 
business of the Council in one particular. 
Yesterday I announced that the 
Order-in-Council to be made by His 

. ..;_, Majesty the King had been seen by me 
and was now with the Secretary (.If 
State for the Colonies ready for 
execution. I a I s o :said t h at 
that paves the way for om 
own legislation, but that was 
not mentioned in the P.ress, so I would 
just like to record that the executioil of 

� the Order-in-Council paves the way for 
our own legislation. I shall inform 
Council when the Bil! is ready. It is 
now complete in its first draft. It is 
very long, extending to nearly 200 
pages. Certain 2.rrangements are being 
made which would make for simplicity 
in the presentation of the Bill. 

With regard -to othe1· legislation, the 
visit of Mr. Benham has c;implified the 
presentation of the Bill for the taxation 
of land values. There will also be ready 
soon the Rice Tenants Security Bill. 
Members will appreciate that the Law 

arising· out of the fire, but I will mention 
what I had stated so that Members will 
be acquainted of the coming public 
business which will engage their 
attention 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

MINING (CONSOLIDATION) 
( AMENDMENT) BILL, 1945. 

The PRESIDENT: I now come to 
the Order of the Day which would 
normally be the resumption o.f the 
d e b a t e  o n  th e r e p o,r t o n  t h e  
remuneration of the employees of the 
Transport and Harbours Department, 
but if Members would permit we might 
take the Mining Bill and get it 
approved. Will the hon. Member who 
was speaking when the debA.te was 
adjourned yesterday afternoon give us 
a few minutes to do that? 

Mr. de AGUIAR assented. 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance further 
to amend the Mining (Consolidation) 
Ordinance by making provision for the 
prohibition or restriction of prospecting 
in unoccupied Crown lands." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
think it is only necessary to say that 
this Bill is in the commmi interest of 
the mining community, the Government, 
and the rest of the community. It seeks 
to give the Governor in Council power 
to declare any area closed tu prospecting 
and mining, or to mining claims. That 
power is possessed in practically every 
country in the world, but for some 
reason it has never been included in the 
local law. Prospecting and mining have 
to be taken together. If hon. Members 
look at the Ordinance they will find 
that the word ''prospecting" is always 
followed by the word "mining". Actually 
that is a mistake, because it does not 
refer to anybody working under the 
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only refer to prospecting, but has to 
trne the words . ·'prospecting" and 
''mining.'' The position is this: thP t 
anybody who applies for, pays a fee 
and takes out a prospecting licence can 
')rospect anywhere in the Colony fo,· 
any mineral he think; fit. If some large 
public work is being· constructed ( and 
what we have in mind at tbe moment 
i s t h e  p r o  p o s e cl construction of 
aerodromes in the coming year) and 
you see a miner prospecting on ch'.! 
site o.f the aerodrome you cannot stop 
him ; he is entitled to prospect. If you 
tell him you are taking levels for tl!e 
purpose of constructing an aerodrome 
he will apply for a Crown lease. You 
have to watch him wasting his time an<l 
money, but you cannot tell him so. 

But that is not the real danger. The 
real danger is that if by any chance a 
person learns that an aerodrome is to 
be constructed and finds out where. 
there is nothing- to prevent him locating 
a claim including the whole area. The 
c;n�P- in that is this:. that when you 
lflc:ite a rlaim you have to report to the 
Commissioner of Lanrls and Mines 
within a neriod of not less than three 
monthl'. You can wait until one day 
short of three months before you report 
your location. At that time the 
aerodrome is well under way, and vou 
have the riirht. under a pro,;pncting 
licence, to have a lease issued to you. 
As far as the Crown is concerned that 
makes very little difference. because 
under Section 23 of the Mininr 
01·11inance. wherever land is required 
for public purposes the, Governor in 
Council can bv Or<lel' resume orcuuation 
of that area. So that the only nerson 
who loses is the one who has located 
the claim. Before the <lays of aerodromes 
thP. only public works for which la.nd 
had to be rP.<'faimprl were houses. or 
perhaps a road. Neithe1· a house nor a 
road means taking- very much from a 
min in ir lease: the area is so small. In 
fact he would rather like you to make 
a roarl because it imnroves the value of 

aerodrome it means that you take away 
a larp;e part of hi8 mining lease. It is 
a very sad loss to the holder of the lease. 

Under section 23 of the Ordinance 
Government can resume ·occupation of 
the land and no compensation is payable. 
So again the only person who loses is 
the unfortunate holder of the lease who 
loses the greater part of the land and 
gets no compensation. The obvious 
remedy here, as elsewhere. is that the 
moment you know where your m·eodrome 
is going to be constructed. or any other 
public work, you shoulcl close that area to 
prospecting. That automatically stops 
anybody locating a claim. and havinp: 
closed it you say it is clm,ed because 
you are going to build an a�rodrome. 
There is no reason why anybody should 
not know. 'The Bill is almost entirely in 
favour of the miner and a matte1· of 
convenience to Government because, 
instead o.f having to make an Order­
in-Council. it can be done straight away 
as soon as it is decided where the public 
work is to be undertaken. I form3.Jly 
move that the Bill] be read a second 
time. 

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: In seconrFn1r 
the motion J wish to sav· that thig 
amendment should have heen on the 
Statute Books years ago. I think it fa 
none too early in view of the works 
that are contemnlatPrl in the future, I 
would like also to hdn er to thP. notice 
of Goven1ment that the time is riue for 
our Mining Rei.rnlations to be revised 
and amP.nderl. J think tl1p1·p hqq ber·n 
,:ome clelav in this m;i.ttp,· T '""I not 
h]amin !T thP hon Hip 11 t.tn1•nov.,f!�no,·�l 

because T know hP h;c,q hPP11 m·Psf'e'cl 
with work. hut T thinlr thP R 0 n-11lnt.ions 
made under tl1� Mini1w Od.inanc-� 
should be brotwht 110 to elate. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee and considered the Bill clause by 
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The Council resumed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: l 
move that the Bill be read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

REVISED SALARIES OF T. & H.D. 
EMPLOYEES. 

The Council resumed the debate on 
the following motion :-

That, with reference to Governor's 
Message No. 26 dated 10th February, 1945, 
this Council undertakes to provide the 
necessary additional funds on the Net 
Deficiency Vote of the Transport and 
Harbotu·s Department, Head XXXIX, in 
the 1945 Estimates, to enable effect to be 
given to the recommendations contained 
in the Report of the Committee of 
Enquiry. 

Mr. de AGUIAR (resuming): When 
the Council adjourned yesterday after­
noon I was dealing with the statement 
made by several hon. Members who 
preceded me, that the motion should be 
accepted in principle. l went on to say 
that it seemed to me that the rep01·t 
was merely a rearrangement of the sal­
aries that were paid to the workers in 
the Department. At that stage the 
Colonial Secretary iuterposed to ,make 
an explanation. I understood him to 
say that nothing in the report would 
prevent the Board of Commissionen; 
adjusting any anomalies that may arise 
as a result of these recommendations. 

The COLONIAL SECRET.ARY: l 
did not quite say that. What I said 
was that the General Manager had 
already brought to light certain defects, 
and I quoted one which had been con­
sidered by the Commissioner of Laboar, 
and it was hoped to reach a solution 
agreea.ble both to the men and 
the Commissioner in due CULffSt;. 

I did nut say that the Board 

ies. What I have said publicly-and it 
has been published in the Press�is that 
anomalies which result in hardship would 
be considered through the ordinary 
machinery in which the Board of Con�­
missioners take part. and the men have 
accepted the repol't 0!1 that understand­
ing. Further than that I will not go. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: Ncthing that l 
said .iust now, eithe1· by expression or 
implication, would indicate that the 
Hoard would alter or amend the report. 
What I said, and I repeat, was that the 
Commissioners would adjust any anom­
alies arising out of the report. To con­
tinue in that strain I would like to ask: 
how will that be done? I speak very 
feelingly on the subject, because I happe;1 

to be one of those unfol'tunate Commis­
sioners who were very seve:·ely criticised 
by certain Members yesterday after­
noon, and I would like to kuow just hmv 
it v,1ould be pcssibfu for me to carry out 
that duty. Am I to understand that in 
adjusting those anomalies the Commis­
sioners would be ahle to scale backwards 
the recommendations made in the Duke 
report, especially if it were found that 
those recommendations were based on 
information that is net strictly in accord­
ance with fact? That is a question I 
would like to be answered. Again, in 
trying to adjust those anomalies one 
would have to be extremely careful that 
it would not iuterfere with the salary 
scales of any other group of workers in 
the same Department. It is a matter 
that must be considered with extreme 
caution. 

I have endeavomed to look through 
the report again to discover what was 
the yardstick used by the Commission­
ers in arriving at their recommenda­
tions. I see a very plain and simple 
attempt made, and I think some of it 
would be found in paragraphs 8 ancl 9 
of the report. Those paragraphs 
endeavour to produce certain figurei;, 
which J presume were presented in 
eviclenee, of the various scales of wages 
and salaries paid by the Department and 
elsewhere in the Colony, and I must 
1'"'1 ..... t-11,•.-,lli.r neoo,,'l"Y'ln. f-h�+- fh.a. ,�/\n,...Tna-inY\O 
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ar,rived nt on those figures, as shown 
in paragraph 10 of the report, were 
based on the consideration of those rates. 
There are similar illustrations given 
elsewhere in the report as to how those 
Commissioners-one or two of them; I 
am not sure how many they were--

Mr. JACOB: It is a bit confusing 
to hear the hon. Member referring to . 
Commissioners. I think he means the 
Committee. 

lV.Cr. de AGUIAR: I thank the hon. 
Member for his correction. I mean the 
Committee, and I am very glad he inter­
rupted at that stage because it might 
certainiy have led to some confusion. I 
was referring to the Committee, and I

,vas about to say that I am not sure how 
many of them framed the report. I see 
that two signed it, but three were ori.s­
inally appointee!. How many of them 
finally arrived at these conclusions I do 
not know. I must assume that two of 
them, at any rate, considered the \¥hole 
matter and signed the report. There is 
nothing at· all in any part of this report 
which tells me on what experience those 
members of the Committee based their 
conclusions. They seem to have been 
presented with certain figures, and I 
would like to refer to them as facts. If 
the Committee were a fact-finding Com­
mittee then it seems to me that their 
duty was to obta�n the facts, present 
t·hem to the Government and let Gov­
ernment arrive at decisions. They did 
not do that. They collected evidence 
here and there, I presume, stated certain 
facts, some of which can be contradicted, 
and on· what appeared to them to be 
facts they arrived at these conclusions, 
and this Council is asked to accept these 
conclusions. As far as I am concerned 
I would like to say here and now that 
I am not prepared to swallow 
this •report hook, line and sinker, 
both as a Member of this Council 
and as a Member of the Board 
of Commissioners. Of course, unfol'­
tunately, as a member of the 
Boarct, if Government tells me that I 
must accept it then the only thing I can 
do is to withdraw from the Board. 

I do not wish to deal too much 
with the report, but in paragraph 14 
there is a recommendation that mini­
mum salaries should be paid to people 
in acting employment. I do not know 
on what premise that recommend.:ttion 
is based. I think I am right in saying 
that it is not based on any Regulation 
in the Civil Service. I fail to see how 
the minimum sala1·y in any post can be 
paid to a person who is in an actin[l' 
appointment. If it is hoped that thai. 
person would ultimately be confirmed in 
that post there might be some justifica­
tion for the minimum sal:-i.ry, but what 
would happen if that acting appointment 
is only temporary and the person con­
cerned has to return to his substantive 
post which might carry a much lower 
rate of pay than what he received in 
the acting post? Those are things 
which should be gone in to. There are 
several others, but I do not propose to 
deal with them in detail because it 
would take up too much time. 

I prefer to turn to the question of 
thf: cost. In the report it is stated 
tha.t the amount of increased expendi­
ture involved in respect of 1944 would 
be $108,000, and that the maximum WJnld 
reach $154,000. I have not seen any 
actual calculations made, but from 
information I have obtained it seems to 
me that the actual amount in the first 
instance will more likely be between 
$150,000 and $200,000, aml Heaven only 
knows what the maximum figure will 
be. 

The COLONIAL SBCRETARY: 1 
would like to ask the hon. Member who 
gave him that information? 

Mr. de AGUIAR: The only reply I 
can give to that question is that my 
information came from a source which 
I have no reason to doubt. But if we 
assume that those figures are correet 
the payment in 1945 will be at least 
$200,000, which ,viii be added to the 
defic;it of the Department. If we :1<ld 
that $200,000, the cteficit of the Depart­
ment for 1945 would be the small sum 
of two million dollars. I have the 1945 

t 
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Estimates before me, and selecting four 
Departments at random I find that those 
four Departments, including this million 
dollars which now appears on the esti­
mate of the Transport and Harbours 
Department, will alone be responsible for 
about 45 per cent. of the total expendi­
ture of the Colony in 1945. One must 
ask the question: is this rise in expendi­
ture justified? I cannot see how it cm1 
be justified, because I happen to know 
that no matter what adjustments are 
made in the existing passenger rate,-; 
and freight. rates it will not be possible 
to cover this huge deficit of the Depart­
ment. If we we1·e to increase our 
freight rates and passenger rates twice 
over we cannot hope to recover a suffi­
cieJ1t sum of money in revenue to cover 
even half of that deficit. Your Excel­
lency stated here yesterday afternoon, 
and more than once before, the reason 
why freight rates should not be 
increased, and I do not propose to deal 
with that point at all. It is suggested 
that the lower rates of the Transport 
Department should be looked upon as ;1 

subsidy. My own observation on that 
statement is whether a continuation of 
that policy would be justified. 

I am not here to say that worker.;;. 
should not be paid fer doing hones: 
work. I am not saying that at all. I want 
to make that -position perfectly elem·. 
But I am not satisfied that some oi

the workers, a goo(l number of them. 
are giving an honest day's work in 
return, and so it seems to me that 
those people who are advocating th� 
cause of Labour in the way they do 
in this Council and elsewhere should, 
at the same time they educate them to 
make claims for increases, educate them 
to produce an honest <lay's work for 
the wages they receive. I go further. 
I personally would like to make ':lll 

appeal to Labour in that direction 
because it is only in that way they can 
ever hope to obtain support and encou1·­
agement from one of their own colon·· 
ists like myself. I am in sympathy with 
them, but when I see, as I see every 

the work that h; performed I ca!mot 
help malting that remark and in no 
uncertain terms and with full cogmz­
ance of the responsibili�y that falls o:1 

me in making the statement. 

What is the answer to what I have 
lJeen saying? The amnver seems to me 
to be very clear. If we are to improve 
�he working conditions of the workers 
tn the Department, instead of tinker­
ing with the subject as we arc doinrr 
at. the present time and have befi�
domg !or years,-:-as only three years 
ago. this Department received the mm;t
exhau�tive enquiry by a very Select 
Committee of this Council and a full 
and complete rep�rt was submitted !1ere 
and we are 'now back again 011 it-there. 
should be a general re-organization of 
the whole establishment. It is true 
that since that time the war came on 
and conditions became very grave and, 
perhaps, there was some incremied 
cost of living. We have not only done 
that but went fu1·ther than that. A, I 
said the answe1· seems to be if we a1·e 
to �rovicle better wages, better work 
Ing conditions for the workers, for 
which I agree, the time has come and 
is in fact .overdue when there should 
be a general reorganization of :he 
whole establishment in order to put the 
Department on a proper working bash,,. 
I know what is going to be the answer 
from the Government side. It is goin6 
to be •'We are expecting the experu 
here very shortly ancl he will. go into 
tbis and that and make ,recommenrla­
tions.'' My ,·eply to that wiU he 
'·Well, we seem to be beginning 
always at the wrong end." I think 
myself that if we want to do justice 
to these men. which I think they 
are entitled to, we should try to 
co-ordinate . the whole subject so as 
no longer to continue to have these 
struggles with workers. Both matters 
should be dealt with simultaneously, if 
not there is bound to be trouble. 

To satisfy Labour with this Report 
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on the other hand \Ye have the taxpay­
ers of the country extremely dissatis­
tied. That is the position we find onr­
selves in. 1ne minute we try to sati:,­
fy the taxpayers we find ourselves dis­
satisfying Labour. Unless we are pre-­
pared to tackle both subjects simult'.t-• 
neously, it seems our troubles will neve1· 
end. Whilst I am in that strain I may 
put this question, though I do not think 
Government will be able to answer it 
at all. Am I to understand that th8 
acceptance of this Report is a guarantee 
that no furthe,r demand8 will be made 
on this Govemment from the worker:;? 
We were told here yesterday afternoo,1 
that the Report was forwarded to the 
Unions concerned and, I think, I under­
·stood the hon. the ColOJiial Sl:!cre­
tary to say they all accepted it. It rrmy
not he the hon. the Colonial Secre­
tary but maybe the hon. the
Seventh Nominated Member. I do
not think that is enough. I do
not think the mere acceptance of
the Report today should be enough for
this Government. It was not enougo
even y.�ars ago and, I say, it woulu

not be enough today if the workers .<i.re
going to accept the Report in principle
and if this Government finally agrees
to adopt it. As a commercial man I do
believe in bargains. I cannot . find a
better word. It seems that a bargain
should be struck that there will
be no further demands on thi'l
Government for a reconsideration
of�the..._ whole of this situati oi1 

unless in the meantime some--
thing of a serious natu-re arises which
necessitates a review of the whole
situation. I ask the question: Is it t00 

much to ask the Unions concemed such
a question? My position in the
matter is that I do not think it is to:>
much to ask them. I think I have �mhl
enough.

There is one word mo;·e with whic;1 
I wotild like to conclude the;;e remark:1 
of mine. I listened here yesterday after­
noon and before to the criticism;; t.hat 

\.Vere levelled at the Head of the unfor­
tunate Board of Commissioners of thi-, 
Department. I would like to go further. 
If the trains do not -run, the Commis­
sioners are at fault; if they nm late, 
the Commissioners are at fault; if 
they come in too early, the Commis­
sioners are at fault. Whenever there 
is something bad about the Tnms-' 
port and Harbours Department. the 
Commissioners a1·e at fault. I would 
not like to say what I am think­
ing about that. All I want b 
ask is this: I think this Governmeut 
should take note of the several critic­
isms that ai·e being levelled against -�he 
Commissioners and this Depadment 
from time to time and make up it:; 
mind once and for all as to what is the 
policy of the Department vis-a-vis Gov­
ernment and the workers. I do not thi11k 
I am betraying any secret when I say · 
that I have asked the question, "What 
is my duty as a Commissioner?'' That 
question has not yet been answered 
and, I think, it will take a long time 
before any p:·oper answer is found. 
But I am conscious of my responsi­
bility as a Commissioner, and I would 
like the position to be clarified. It has 
not yet received full consideration hy 
my colleagues on the Board. but I do 
hope they will in due time give that 
question of mine careful consideration 
and pass it on to Government. If the 
Commissioners are going to be ,respon­
sible for this and the other, if they 
an.i going to 1·eceive kicks l,el'e an{! 
there about this and the other, then it 
seems their position should be mad,� 
clear. As far as I am conce1·ne<l I say 
that we will not continue to travel in 
the dark as I have been doing for the 
last few months since I am a meml)ei' 
of the Board. 

Mr. FERREIRA: I do not rise to 
blame the Commis1oioners of the Trans� 
])Ort Board for the train arriving earl�,. 
I think I would be out of 01'Cle1· in su 
doing·. In fact I rise to support Me,:;­
sa1re No. 26 and in so doinl!' 1 would 
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like to congratulate the Government on 
having taken a step forward. When the 
Transport Vote wns considered last 
Decembe-r, the first remark I made was 
that I thought the time was due wlien 
this Message now before us should have 
appeared then. Certain criticisms have 
a.risen, but it cannot be gainsaid that an
earnest. honest effort has been macl.e
to satisfy the workingmen. We haw
been told that it does not go far
enough; nevertheless those with whom
I have had several conversations have
as:mrecl me that they are satisfied that
Government has been good enougn to
take this matter into its consideration,
and they are satisfied that something
has '. been done to supply their need.
because there had been undoubtedly
cases of great, hardship of which .. 1
have before now spoken. We have been
told that there are anomalies, but I am
satisfied from what has been said that
those anomalies will be considered, anJ
when the time comes if they are rea,mn­
able I would be only too willing to
support those anomalies. We have had
the criticism that the workers are not
giving an honest day's work. I do no::
attempt to speak on behalf of th-!
workers, but what I would suggest to
Members is that they make tho:,e
remarks in the correct places. I do
think if it is ·within the knowlerlge
of any Member, especinlly a member
or Commissioner of a Board, that somr.­
th ing is wrong. there is a time Rilcl
place where consideration can be given
to such grievances. (Voices: H�ar !
Hear! !).

We have been asked to vote 
$108,000. I am quite willing to vote 
that amount, although the last spe::iker 
has mentioned that he thinks it might 
be $200,000 and has raised a certain 
amount of apprehension . in m:v mi'.ld, 
because that Member h; not one to go 
�1 round making haphazard statem�nts. 
1 would like Government to be sure that 
the figure. given us has been ar,ri vecl at 
by careful calculation and not by some 

the money as it is honestly llue, but I 
repeat today what 1 said in December 
that those who benefit by the railway 
service should pay for it. When .f spoke . 
in December I mentioned that freigh'� 
rates with the approval of Government 
had been increased 100 per cent on the 
Corentyne Coast. Why should it not he 
done with the Transport Department� 
The immediate reaction was that th:! 
freight on rice was increase<l 100 per 
cent. I do not grnmble about that. I

advocate it. But why was that step 
just taken and stopped short? Why were 
not the recommendations of the Board 
adopted? Those recommendations had 
been made not a month nor three 
months ago but possibly, as far as I <i.m 
aware, over a year ag·o. I have be1m 
told that Message No. 26 clearly state,; 
that conside,ration of those recommenda­
tions must remain over until Mr. Rouk,� 
arrives. I submit that if Mr. Rooke 
arrives in the Colony today, before he 
can investigate thoroughly and submit 
his findings to this Council and befol'a 
they can be accepted, it would take al; 
least three months. I fu.rther state 
that when the Board of Commission,,rs 
were appointed they were selected from 
a very wide field. I have paid tribn:;c 
to them before as being men of intdli­
gence llra wn from all walks of Ii fe. 
I submit they are better qualified with 
their knowledge l•f local conditions ta 
arrive at the freight rates being more 
conversant with them than a gentleman 
who, although he may have adminis­
trative ability, cannot have that local 
knowledge necessary to assess those 
rates. 

I feel, sir, that Gove,mment should 
not. clelay with this Department. If it

cannot be made to pay its way, then 
at lea:;t it should be put on an economi'.: 
footing. l do not :;ee why we should 
be called upon to pay thousands ot' 
dollars 01· $1,000,000 a year to meet its 
deficiency. Let llli accept the recom­
mendations 0£ those men we have 
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Let us give it a trial. If those re­
commendations tlo not come up to t;1e 
standard that we expect, ii is qu�t� 
a simple matter to adjust things when 
Mr. Rooke arrives; but I do not think 
this is time for any delay. I do not 
hesitate to support the Message befo1·c 
us. I support it wholeheartedly. Let 
us give justice to whom justice is due, 
but on the other hand do not call on 
the Colony to pay for the benefits of 
a few. 

Mr. J .A. LUCKHOO: When I read 
Your Excellency's Message in connec­
tion with the motion before this Coun­
cil, I never anticipated it i,vould have 
hacl! such a difficult passage. I felt 
that the ,recommendations of the 
Committee would have been approved 
in principle, leaving it to the Depart­
ment to bring to the notice of Govern, 
ment any unjust matters arising from 
their application. The limit of · the 
Report was by no means an easy one 
to set, looking at it from all angles, and 
on_e should expect a few discords. Those 
discords, however, can be easily reme-­
died. Much has been said as to the 
amount required at the end of each 
year to meet the deficiency in the 
running of this Department but, I think, 
the Transport and Harbours Department 
if not wholly a public utility service is 
at least a public utility service like the 
Edu:Cation Department, Ho�pitals aml 

--services like those from which 1·eally 
Governme.nt cannot recoup the whole 
of its expenditure, unless we are goi11g 
to raise to a. great extent the freigllt 
tariff for the ca,rriage of goods and: 
the conveyance of· passengers which, I 
think, would be most unwise to do ?.t

the present time as it would hit 
unduly the people whom we shonld 
help in the1 IJ)l'esent state of things .. 
I feel that the Transport and Harbo11rs 
Department cannot be compared with 
the Railway Companies in England 
which declare a dividend. however 
small, in order to satisfy their share-

With a small population in this 
Colony, "·ith a permanent way of only 
80 miles-60 miles on the one side and 

. :w miles on the other side of the river­
and with long distances for the steamer;; 
to traverse, the expenditure is bound 
to be high. 1 think we ought to meet 
the justice of the cost which is before 
us to pay those servants, who are pro­
viding the particular service to us, 
adequate remuneration to which the" 
are entitled. I think Government ongh� 
to be congratulated rather than oritic­
ized for bringing this motion before 
this Council at this time. 

Mr. PEER R\ CCHUS: I also rise 
to support this motion in principle. I 
may at this stage ask, as promised by 
the hon. the Colonial Secretary, that 
due consideration be g ive n 
to the recommendations of the 
Transports and Harbours Board point­
ing out furthe1· anomalies that have 
been creaited. Among those anomalies I 
may refer to one which has had special 
consideration of the Governor in Coun­
cil, and that is in respect of the Station­
masters. Instead of giving them the 
increase, as recommended by the Com­
mittee a sl,ight increase as an allowance 
ii- tci be given. I have never seen in
any Depa1'1:ment wholesale duty allow­
ance being given to all officers. If there
is any justification in the Stationmaster.s'
case then there is no justification
to single out half of them, but the
entire lot should be given it.
But that only goes to show and bears
out ·the argument that the salaries 0£
the Stationmasters are inadequate. If
that is so. I do not see we are justified
in giving them a duty allowance. It
should be a permanent increase to their
salaries. What I am ·appealing to Gov•
ernment for is to give just considera­
tion to that recommendation for an
increase which, I think, is embodied in
the rPcommendations sent by the Board
to Government.

Criticism has been made about 
freight rates rnoreso than about the 
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Government that at this period there is 
l10 justification in increasing the 
freight rates especially in ,respe'!t 
of the mi n o 1· industries, such 
as rice and ground prov1s1011s, 
though several Members of this Co11n­
cil have criticized it. But what uo we 
find, those very Members in this Coun­
cil have voted fu1·ther relief to those 
same incl!tstries. I say they were jus-
tified in so doing. If, however, we are 
.i ustified in those industries obtaining 
further subsidies from this Govemment. 
so as to enable them to exist during this 
period. thc,re is mo1·e justification not 
to stifle them with high freight rate3. 
We have voted thousands nf dollars as 
grnnts to the rice industry. We are 
presently subsidizing the ground provi­
sions incl us try. We are doing· all that 
on the one hand and the other hand we 
are stifling them with high freight 
rates. Where is the justification? I ask 
hon. Members who are arlvocating the 
increasing of the freig·ht mtes to con­
sider by their own action whethei· the 
subsidies to those industries are justi­
fied. I do not know if those Members 
who are advocating increased freight 
rates think that the freight rate of the 
Transport and Ha1,bours Department is 
a fla-t one for all products. I may just 
here remind them, if it is not within 
their knowledge, that the freight rate 
on suga,r is far higher than that on rice 
and on ground provisions. In some· cases 
sugar pays from 100 to 300 per cent. 
more as freight rate than is being paid 
by ground provisions or by rice. There­
fore, if they think there is a flat i-ate 
on ;:ill. prnducts for transport by the 
Department, they are not correct. 

The hon. Member for Be1·bice River 
has said that the freight rnte on the 
Corentyne Coast for rice has increased 
by 100 per cent. I admit that is so 
but it has not been increased by th� 
Department. It has been increased 
with the consent of the producer there. 
There was congestion at New Amster­
dam and throughout the entire Coren­
tyne Coast. and there was not sufficient 
transport avaHable. No private owner 

take to transport the rice at the rai e 
of the Transport and Harbours Depart­
ment. As the producers thernselv0s 
agreed to pay the increased freight rate, 
private buses were chartered to tran.,­
JJort the rice to New Amsterdam and 1:0 
relieve the congestion on the Coast, and 
the increased rate was paid to tho.;e 
private bus-owners. It is not the rates 
of the Department that have been 
increased. 

I must admit it is alarming no 
doubt that the deficiency of this Depart­
ment is increasing year by year, and 
just here I would sugp;est that it is time 
Government enquire or seek expert 
advice as to whether it is in the best 
interest of this Colony to maintain a two­
way traffic, whether it is necessary and 
we can afford it. We get one compet­
ing- against the other and, if the road 
traffic would be cheaper than railway 
traffic, I say Government should make 
a bold step in reaching a decision as 
to which traffic would be in the 
best interest of the Colony .:111,1 
would afford the inhabit.ants the con­
venience of a transport to meet all the.Ii· 
requirements. I think, if a· one-way 
traffic is properly organised it would be 
able to meet the demands of the country. 
I think that is the only way out of it, 
and I make bold this statement. I have 
not much more to add. This motion will 
receive my support on the undertaking 
from Govemment that the anomalie:; 
will be gone into .. 

 

Mr. GONSALVES: I did not pur-
pose to say anything on this matter, but 
I would like to say a few words. I 
have been a member of the Transport 
Board for a long time, and every time 
that Department's vote has come before 
this Council there has been alwayd 
severe criticism in regard not only to 
the management but thr, expendi­
ture in connection with that Depart­
ment. I see today we are asking for a 
further incre-ase of at least $108,!JOO to

meet the recommendations made in this 
report. I do not grudge voting the 
amount because it is with the idea of 
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who are working in that Department. 
But what I am pleased to see is that the 
supoorters of this motion today and 
yesterday have been nearly all of them 
the very Members who have always been 
attacking Government for carrying up 
the expenditure of this Department, 
and I hope the debate will have this 
result: that when the estimates of this 
Department come up towards the end 
of the year there will be nobody asking 
why the deficit is so much greater next 
year than the year before. 

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of 
correctidn. I never stated, either 
directly or by implication, that I was 
satisfied that the deficit would be 
incre:-tsecl. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I do not know 
why the hon. Member should be anxious 
to pull the string of a cap which waR 
never made to fit him, but if he think3 
the cap fits him he is quite at liberty to 
pull the string. He has been one of 
the Members who have said year after 
year that the Department has not been 
prc1�erly controlled. I hope now that 
he is supporting the motion he will not 
put forward that criticism when the 
expenditure is increased later on. 

With regard to passenger and 
freight rates I am also glad to see that 
those Members are today in agreement 
with the recommendation which the 
Board of my day had from time to time 
put forward as a means of raising 
revenue for the Depa1-tment. As Your 
Excellency mentioned yesterday, Gov­
ernment was in disagreement. and you 
have given the reason. It is quite 
easy to increase freight cha,rges but 
one has to look around and see the effect 
of such action. I have said before, and 
I say again today, that those Members 
who represent constituenciei:; through 
which the railway passes, or to which 
the steamers travel, are ihe Members 
who are going to lie stung when Gov­
ernmeut imrcase;-; fares or freight 
rates, and I hope they will be prepared 
to give the answer that they wer,.: 

___ J...!_._ ...t._ .i..t.. ............ � "' n1•n.,,c,nc, T nh�.oV\"'{) 

that Members a,re in the habit of say­
in,Q' that they make remarks for the 
purpose of having them put on record. I 
think that perhaps I should do the 
same thing. I hope it will be on record 
that they were parties to advocating 
those increaseR, and that they will not 
accuse Government of having done so 
and so. It is all very well for Mem­
bers to criticize in Council the working 
of the Department without knowing the 
difficulties in connection with its man­
agement. 

I m1.-ist say that I appreciate tod::..y 
that there are Members whom Iour 
Excdlency has thought fit to put on the 
Buard. They recognize now that it is 
not so simple to administer that 
Department, as they thought it was 
before they were members of the Boan1. 
We have heard them suggest here what 
the Department ought to do and ought 
not to do. They are there now to make 
lhat true. 

Mr. THORNE: Before Your Ex­
ce!lency sums up will you permit me to 
reply to the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara (Mr. de Aguiar)? He asked 
whether the Unions would give an un­
dertaking or make a bargain that if 
this report is adopted they would never 
again come back and ask for further 
increases of pay. I would like to tell 
him that the answer to that question is 
that those Unicns are composed of 
human beings,' and there is no mon) 
reason to expect such an undertaking 
from them than to ask him as a 
merchant to cease his importations. 

The PRESIDENT: The motion has 
been very thoroughly debated and as 
the Treasurer has nothing to say ill 
reply, I therefore put the question. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

AccEPTANCr: OF FUNDS FOi{ RlCE 

EXPANSION SCIIEMES 

The PRESIDENT: We 110w come 
to the motion in the name of the 
'l',·A<>'-'111·Pr wit.h rPsnect to scheme (h) 
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teferred to in my Message, No. 23 of 
the 16th December, and the full despatch 
T sent forward about six weeks ago 
covering not only the external works to 
the extent of $96,000, as shown in the 
table, but also the internal works. Sir 
Frank Stockdale telegraphed about a 
fortnight ago his complete support nf 
the proposals put up by us. The sum 
of $96,000 is practically free, but the 
internal works will be cove1·ed by loan. 
half of the cost to be recovered from 
the orcupiern of the land. ' I now call 
upon the Treasurer to move his motion. 

The COLON[AL TREASURER: I 
be�· to move:-

That, with reference to the Governor's 
Message No. 23 of 1944 elated 16th 
December, 1944, this Council approves 
of the acceptance of funds provided 
under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act to a total of $882,240 com­
pri�ing free grants of $324,720 ancl loans 
of $557,520, on the terms and conditions 
set out in tl,e Message in respect of the 
following schemes:-

Mechanical Equipment ........................ $162,000 
New Central Rice Mill 418,800 
Mahaicony-Abary 

Rice Cultivation .................. 301,440 

$882,240 

In Y om· Excellency's Message is set 
out a schedule of a number of s�hemei'I 
( el<>ven of them) which are now known 
as the Rice Expansion Schemes, and if 
Members have their copies of the Mes­
sage they will notice that the total 
shown in that schedule is just short of 
$1.800,000. Bv reason of certain addi­
tional work and certain excesses on 
�ome of the schemes I think that total 
will eventually reach no less a figure 
than $2,000,000, a very substantial sum 
indeed, and an indication of the measure 
of development which is forecast and in 
p1·ogress in regard to the rice industry. 

On the 17th October last the Coun­
cil approved and accepted funds for the 
first. seven of the schemes on the 
schedule to a total of $632,000, and the 

Council's approval and acceptance nf 
fond,: in refation to three of the schem�s 
lettered ( i l. ( j l and (k) in the Message 
-Mechanical Equipment, the New
Centra] Rice Mill. and the Mahaicony­
A bary Rice Cnltivation Scheme. I think
hon. Members will recall that the debate
on the 17th October covered a very wi1fo
field, and touched on the g-eneral aspec':R
of the development and expansion of
the rice indirntry, and particularly :lll
aspects in connection with these three
schemes. Speeches were made, notably
by the hon. the Sixth Nominated Mem­
ber ( lVIr. Ednn), somewhat in criticism
of the development by means of
mechanical equipment of the Mahaicony­
Abary area, and by the hon. Member
fo1· Demerara River (Mr. King) in
stro11g- support of what was being d9ne.

The first item is Mechanical Equip­
ment. Members have heard quite a 
lot about that already. The tctni 
amount to be expended is $:!24,000, but 
half of that sum-$162,000--is being 
given as a free grant under the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act. With 
regard to the other half the Rice Mar­
keting Board has arranged to provide 
funds from its surplus. I have pre­
viously explained that this mechanical 
equipment would be primarily devoted 
to the Mahaicony-Abary Scheme, but 
that half of the equipment would be 
used 011 a hire service basis for the 
benefit of the rice producers throughout 
the coastlands of the Colony. As I hav� 
said on a previous occasion, some of th·:s 
equipment has already been hired on 
those terms, and the farmers find it very 
satisfactory indeed and are urging and 
pressing the Rice Marketing Board as 
much as possible to permit the use of 
that equipment. 

The next item is the new Centra.l 
Rice Mill which 1s the first iarge central 
mill (Government hopes there will be 
two) to be obtained, and it is now defin­
itely decided that it should be erected 
in the t:entre of the l\fahaicony area. 
It is a very large mill and will be 
properly equipped. The greatest care 
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of the equipment, both by experts in 
America, from which country the mill 
will come, and by the hon. Member £or 
Georgetown North (Mr. Seaford) who is 
looking after the details. The total 
cost is estimated at $406,800. That is 
being given as a loan on terms to be 
prescri-bed later on, but free of interest 
and repayment charges for the fin,t 
five years. That period of five years 
should certainly give us time to getJ 
into our stride anrl bring this mill down 
to a scope of operation that should, 
enable it to pay interest and a retur;1 oil, 
its capital cost. It is a very useful 
preliminary period of five years m 
order to enable us to get going on this 
mill before any charges are made on 
capital. 

· The third scheme is the Mahaicony,.
Abary rice cultivation scheme for which 
a sum of $301,440 is required. Half 
of that sum-$150,720-is a free grant, 
and the other half is to be a loan free 
of repayment terms for three years, and 

· thereafter repayable in the fourth and
uwv.-it.w€#J.M yeara at interest at the rate of 

· ! p 1 cent. The first three years are
supposed to be the experimental period,
and we hope that. after that the scheme
will get going and be able to meet those
charges out of its current revenue.

These schemes originated primarily 
as measures for the expansion of rice 
production throughout the country, and 
the amount of money being allocated 
to them is substantial. I hope that in 
view of the course w11ich the dPbate took 
when the Colonial Secretary ·was in the 
Chair-it covered the whole field-it 
will not be necessary to go into them 
now in very great detail. However, if 
any questions are raised I shall try my 
best to answer tllP."rn. I formally move 
the motion. 

Mr . .TACKSON seconded. 

The PRESIDENT: Wouldn't yan 
like to include item lh) in this motio11, 
Treasurer? It is now with the Secre­
tary of State. If you do not put it in 
you will have to come back with a late1· 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Wo 
can include it now, sir. 

The PRESIDENT: I suggest that 
we put in item (h) as well. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: lf 
the Council a,pproves I will amend the' 
motion to include the item-Bloomfiel_d­
Whim, Corentyne, $114,000-which has 
now been approved by the Secretary' of. 
State. 

The PRESIDENT: Not approved;. 
it has gone forward. 

Mr. ,JACOB: I think I am conect 
in saying that when Message No. 6 nf: 
August 2, 1944 was debated in thi"s 
Council, I voted against the acceptance 
of the funds on the ground tliat I was 
not sa:tisfied that they were being 
properly spent. I maintain the samP. 
position today. I am not satisfied that 
these funds are being properly spent, 
and further I think it is a distinct 
breach of faith for Government to say 
at this stage. that as regards the 
$162,000 reqnirecl for mechanical equip­
ment a similar sum will be supplied from 
surplus funds cf the Rice Marketinf>: 
Board. In other words Government 
\10w proposes to utilize $162,000 of the 
rice producers' accumulated money in 
experiments which, up to the present, 
have been not too satisfactory. No 
one objects to experiments being car­
ried out. In fact everyone would wel� 
come them, and particularly experiments 
with riee produetion in this Colony, but. 
when this Govemment has opportunity 
in various ways to get funds f.rom Im­
perial sources to carry out these experi� 
ments but dces not take advantage of 
or does not utilize that opportunity fully 
I say there is something definitely 
wrong. Government declines to accept 
to the fullest funds for experiments, fo1· 
mechanical appliances, and even for 
machinery to experiment so as to 
inc,rease production of foodstuffs. 

This Government gave an undm'­
taking' to the rice producers when the 
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think I am 100 per cent correct when 
I say this) that the surplus funds, after 
paying them a fair amount for their 
dce;woulli be utilized as a reserve fund 
fol two years. 

Tlie PRESIDENT left the Cham­
pe,,, at this stage and the COLONIAL 
SECRET ARY took the Chair. 

• Mr. JACOB. (resuming): The rice
"producers were told that the Boarrl 
wo\.1ld pay what it considered a fair rate 

·at the st.art, but when profits were made
the prices of rice and padi woulrl be 
gradually increased so as to absorb 
those 11rofits, or to keep them as ::t 

reserve in case the price of padi and 
rice fell below the cost of production. 
The· whole idea was a co-operatiw 
scheme for the benefit of the producers 
of rice. . Now that there is a decent 
surplus Government says that $162,000 
of that money must be. utilized in an 
experiment \:vhich I consider of doubtful 
character. I say it is distinctly wrong 
and immoral, and I cannot understand 
how the members of the Rice Marketing 
Boa1·d could agree to such a thing. 
Certain Members will say that the 
Board has the complete confidence of 
the rice-producing community. For the 
sake of argument let us agree that it 
has. Is the rice-producing community 
going to be satisfied to let $162,000 
be spent on experiments, as I say, of a 
doubtful characte-r? I do not think it 
is fair. 

What is more alarming to me is that 
Government has ample opportunity but 
has not utilized the funds provided by 
the Imperial Government in various 
ways, When we come to another sub, 
ject on today's Order Paper I will 
explain what I am referring to. Instead 
it wants to utilize the rice producers' 
money because it has accumulated. 
What greater immorality than that 
could be perpetrated on the rice pr0-
d ucers? Those people have complained, 
but what it the use of complaining? 
They must just do as they are told. 
That is· the .attitude of Governme!1t. 

do it all the time. Government can 
continue with the cast-i-ron majority it 
has, and with all the influence it has at 
its disposal at the present time, but it 
must bear in mind that it is dealing 
with human beings and there will be 
a day of reckoning . 

I charge Government with distinct 
breach of faith in taking funds of the 
Rice Marketing Board for use on exper:­
ments of this kind. I am not going 
to suggetit, as has been sugg-ested by 
one hnn. Nominated Member, that those 
funds shculd be distributed. I have 
never been in favour of a distribution 
of the funds. They should be kept for 
t.he day when there is a drop in produc­
tion. The day is coming when the price
of rice will fall below the cost of pro­
duction, but because the money is there 
Government's idea is to fritter it away
in all kiuds of experiments. I wish
Government would go cautiously as
regards that aspect of the matter.

. The CHAIRMAN: On a previomi 
occasion �'on urged Government to use 
mec:hanical equipment. 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, I am corning to 
that. I promise you that there is 
another matter on the Order Paper in 
which I will refer to that. I ha\'t� 
notes about it. I will tum now to 
another matter. I have criticised tho 
Rice Marketing Board and the Govern­
ment for lack of initiative, and I t.hink 
I have charged both parties with delibe1·­
ately hindering the increased proctuction 
of rice. If I have not done so I do so 
now. What is the position? It is 
true that last year-and I think certain 
members of the Board and the Govern­
ment will feel very proud about it­
Government was able to increase exports 
of rice up to 25.000 tons, but will Gov­

ernment say what quantity cf rice it 
proposes to export from year to year 
for the next five years? Can Govern­
ment put forward a plan and work 
towards achievement of that plan? I 
have asked Government that question 
over and over but I could get no answer. 
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tha,t in Au g-ust last, or whenever the 
motion on MessaJ;\'e No. 6 was debated. 
I pointed out that. the irngar industry 
was planning to produce 200,000 tons of 
sugar next year, and I asked what the 
rice industry was planning to do? 1 
do not think the sug-ar industry has �ll 
tlie meam: at its r1isposal as the ri,:e 
industry and this Government have. If 
Govemment has not the means I thin!, 
it should get those means. Before the 
Board took over the rice industry, and 
before Government beg-an to in terfr re. 
hinder and cbsfruct the product.ion 0f 
1·ice, the people on thej.r own initiative 
produced 1·ice. and up to 30.000 tons 
WP.re ex,ported in a particulai· vear. 
That ·was not by chance; amountH nf 
26,000 and 28,000 to1rn werP also ex-· 
ported. Since Government haH takei1 
over the industry the wonderful expo�·t 
figure of 25.000 tom, was reached last 
year. 

What are the plans for the future? 
I would like to see not only $1.800,000, 
hn+ ten million do!lars snent. T would 
likP. to see the moduction nf rice in­
creaser! un to 200.000 tons like sug-ar. 
Government is determined to keep t!le 
rice industry down to a certain safet,, 
level fnr certain obvious reasons. Why? 
To make it caider Government is tellinJt 
the people that it wants to Pxperiment 
with some of the surplus funds of the 
RicP Marketing Board. Are those 
things p:oin.{! to enconrage the people 
to produce rice to any large extent? 
I certainly do not think so. Of course 
Government thinks otherwise aud 
believes that it has done a wonderful 
+.hing- in increasin_g- the production' of 
rice. If Government would do things 
in ;-i. rliffP.rent way it would get the con­
fidence of the producers who want ten 
times the amount of equipment th()y 
bnve got. I know hunrlreds of people 
who c,�nnot get ordinary p!0ughs. Gov­
ernme11i said it was impossiblP. to g".:!t. 
thm:e plcughs. If Government had got 
1,000 ploughs another 10,000 tons of 
ric.e miS!ht hav? been produced last yea):. 
Instead of getting ploughs and other 
equipment to he used by the rice pro-

�omP. of the ,;m·plus funds which the 
increased price of rice cl uring the w11r 
nrnde it possiule to accumulate. 

Regarding the Mahaiccny-Abary 
Rice Cultivation Scheme I hope it will 
be sncce8sful. I think the 7,000 addi­
tional acres will be put under cultivation 
this year and, I trust. the little abnormal 
weather we got rlu ring- the last few 
weeks WJJJ not be au excw;e for not 
put.ting that area under cultivation. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: \Ve 
never intended to put that 7,000 
acres uncle1· cultiYation this year. 

Mr. J'.\.OOB: Perhaps the hon. 
Member ,rnnlrl tell us more definitely 
what he intends to do. That is the 
kind of vague thing we get, ncthing 
definite exeept payment of salaries. 
When· it eomes to the payment of s,.Ja­
ries. from the hig-hest officer to Home of 
the lowe8t we get it a year retl'o�pec­
tive, but when ,ve have to plan for 
p--oduction�ihat which is to pay those 
salaries-we get nothing, only vague 
bald statements which lead us i10where. 
You have people to exploit, exploit them 
to the fullest. Keep them under that 
subjection, but you cannot keep them 
altogether there. The Mahaicony­
A bary Scheme is to increase its cultiva­
tion to 10,000 acres. I think, I am 
ccrrect in saying that the Scheme is 
supposed to embrace an area of 10,000 
acres. It would be interesting to know 
what area was actually planted h:.,t 
year, what will be planted this yeal', 
and when the entire area will be under 
i.:ultivation. Any ordinary business. 
man having his money invested in that 
will know what he is doing. Re 
-.vill decide what 1.o do so as to gain 
experience in a year or two. You have 
to plan with a definite object in view. 
I would like to hear when the entir� 
Mahaicony-Abary area. will be under 
cultivation, and what is the probable 
production of rice from that area. 

Then as regards the rice mill, 1 
wonder if we are going to get what we 

1 !L . 1 - f_ - ,�J.. 
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that we had at Anna Regina. The 
wonderful excu,;e now is '·The war is on 
and we cannot get the right thing and 
we have to take what we can get." 1t

is within the memory of Government 
that the rice mill ordered for Anna 
Regina was a complete failure. Th·� 
late Mr. Seymour, a Member of this 
Council, had to come in and give advice 
and run the mill under contract not for 
himself but fer the firm of which he 
was one of the principal sharPholders. I 
want io suggest to thifl Government, 
that in res,pect of the mill that is to be 
nut up Government must be sure that 
it will be a mill, a<; otlier 
up-fo-dato mills which are being 
cperated, with room for further 
improvement in the ne:ir future. 
I do not ho1Je to hear later on: •'We 
had to take what we got and we arP 
very sorry it turned out in this man­
nc1·, but we are going to try tu improve 
it." It will be well for us to try and 
find ont what will be the c:apacity of this 
mill which is going to cost $418,000. 
It will be interesting to us to know what 
quantity of rice can be handled by it 
yearly, and then plan whether other mills 
of this kind should not be erected in 
other parts of the Colony. I think the 
time is opportune to get that informa­
tion. I would like to get it. I am 
not against improvement of the right 
kind. I was a member of the Esse­
quibo Rice Mill Committee, and that 
Committee submitted a unanimous 
report in s0 far as the erection of a 
central mill is concerned. 

At this stage the PRESIDENT 

1·etunied to the Chamber and avoloyizecl 

for any inconvenience caw:ed Member;;. 

Mr. JACOB: We should know at 
this stage the capacity of this new mill. 
We should know where this mill will be 
erected and what production we can 
expect from that area to supply that 
mill. It is to be hoped that this ne·,\· 
mill will be run to full capacity, I am 
in favour of this central rice mill. In 
fact, I am in favour of centrnl rice 
mills ,,,-herevcr there is a large cultiva-
.... : ,..... ....I? ... � ,...... .... ....... l ..... , ....................... . a.t.. ... d.... .... ..... ... -

up-to-date milling facilities to get the 
mcst we can from the padi that is being­
produced. I do not think I can be 
accused by this Government, as I am 
often accused, of endeavouring to 
obstruct this Rice Expansion 8cheme 
which we all want so very quickly and 
so very much. The facts are that I 
would certainly like to see the exports 
of rice doubled next year, that we get 
a chance of producing another 10,000 
tons and so be exporting 30,000 ton�; of 
dee next year and 50,000 tons the fol­
lowing :vear. I clo not see why another 
10,000 to ] 5,000 tons cannot be added 
this year and another 10,000 to 15,000 
tons next year, and so on until we reach 
the mark cf 200,000 tons. The exports 
to the West Indies do not come up to 
much. \Ve want to supply Canada, Cuba, 
New York and, probably, our friends 
on the other side. I was able to ship 
rice to the United Kingdom, and, I am 
sure, if there was rice in this Colony I 
could have exported at least 10,000 tons 
annually to the United Kingdom. Th� 
market wa8 there. I sent samples and 
later · shipped rice and made ample 
profits. The English market can con­
sume our rice the same as our sugar. 
The New York market is a very profit­
able market. The Canadian market is 
a profitable market. The Cuban mar­
ket is a profitable market. 

The PRESIDENT: What I was 
told ,vas that Canada takes the othu 
kind of rice. the polished -rice, and will 
not take ours. However. you being a 
commercial man may know better. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: They tak!> ou1 
rice �nd do the polishing themselves. 

Mr. JACOB: I was in the rice 
business ten years ago, and it was a 
very profitable means of my livelihood. 
I have exported rice to the United King­
dom and, I repeat, the United Kingdom 
could have taken 10,000 tons of rice, 
but it got -its 1,ice from Australia and 
from New Zealand. Canada bought a 
fair quantity of British Guiana rice; 
New York bought a fair quantity and it 
... ,..,..,.. 1�1 .. ,. ... 1 • /""'! 1 ,h.n 'h",,...,.\..+ ..,, �n;,, nn!ln't".;f-,.,. 
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at one time and it was likerl. 
So I say British Guiana can pro­
rluce and export a large quantity 
of rice, hut you have to do it gradually. 
You are only expo1ting 25,000 tons nm,·, 
and you can increase it by 10,000 to 
15.000 tons annually which is a very 
conservative figure. With men of 
initiative that can easily be done. You 
have been able to double the exports of 
sugar within fifteen years

_. 
and that is 

about 8,000 tons on an average each 
year. I say that the production of rice 
can go up until it reaches the export 
fig-me of 200,000 tons within fifteen 
years, and ·we have got all the markets 
that can take that rice. If there is 
anything that has wonderful possibili .. 
tie8 in British Guiana it is rice. 

While Your Excellency was absent 
from the Chair, 1 was making the point 
that it is a distinct breach of faith to 
utilize $182,000 accumulated from the 
rice producers, because the circumstances 
110w are that we have no market for 
our rice through doubtful experiments. I 
say definitely that Government has not 
taken advantage of the ample opportuni­
ties it has had to get that money from 
the Imperial Government. For those 
reasons while I agree on the whole that 
you should have increased production 
of rice with several central mills, you 
should have larger areas under rice cul­
tivation, in·igatecl and drained. 1 am 
going to vote against this motion be­
cause I am not satisfoed that Govern­
ment is doing the right thing at the 
right time. 

Mr. LEE: I am 'very much inter­
ested in the production of rice and the 
experiment that is being carried on ,,..,ith 
the J.\llahaicony-Abary Scheme. In a 
matt er like this it is only 
fair to those who are interested 
in the rice in d u s t  r y that they 
should be supplied with certain particu­
lars in respect of the place where the 
centrnl rice mill will be erected in 
order that they or the rice growers can 
judge whether the judgment of the 

, A rlvi Q�1·� nf r!n·u�l'1'1 n,J:jnt i o flf\l"l·�ciflt- n,� 

J:.J�'llj.lUJll1U\1Vfll f'-J"''"_,,,,�-

not. To present a bald Message like 
this. saying ·we want so much money for 
the· purpose of erecting a central rice 
mill and not saying where it is going 
to be erected and what is 
its capacity, is not fair to those 
who fE:el that, perhaps, the advisNS 
of Government are not giving a. 
square deal. They may advise that 
the central rice mill be erected, say at 
Crabwoocl Creek. which is a rice growing 
area, but the padi reaped around Crab­
wood Creek is not sufficient to supply a. 
central mill of the capacity that grow­
ers and those interested in ric.e envis­
age. At the moment they feel that � 
central rice mill will be able to do as 
much as those in Burma in order to 
reduce the cost of milling and the co�t 
of transportation and other items anrl 
so bring the cost clown to a figure to 
compete with the rice from India and 
Emma. I feel, sir, it is right that 
Government should make a declaration 
in respect of where t his mill will be, 

There is another point in respect 
of this Message. I agree with every-
thing except this: 

"(1) Miechanical Equipment - A free 
grant not exceeding £33,750 or $162,000 to 
cover one-half the cost of the equipment, 
the other half to be met by the Rice 
Marketing Board from snrplus funds." 

\ 

When the Rice Marketing Board 
was created it was on condition that the 
funds made from the profits or other­
wise of the single selling organization 
would be applied in such a manner that 
the producers of rice would be benefited. 
When you take this to apply it practic­
ally to the rice-growers in my constitu­
ency and on the "\Vest Coast Demerara, 
those who plant small areas of one, two 
or three acres-though there are some 
who pla11t 10 acres - they will not. 
be gaining any benefit from this equip­
ment as I envisage it. I do not know 
what is the policy of the Rice Market­
ing Board in respect of that. I envis­
age that the equipment that will he 
bought and be available to rice farmers 
mill h,:, frn• ,,, • .,,.,,- of not lPRR thnn 25 
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acres. It cannnt be applied to the areas 
where the rice farmers do the planting 
themselves. I feel that this money 
from the Rice Marketing Board should 
not be applied to this purpose but, if 
necess�ry, a loan or a grant should be 
obtained by Government in order to see 
first if it is going to be successful. A

sing·le selling organization is a good 
thing bnt at its formation certain under­
taking was given to the rice producers. 
and this is not in keeping with th8t 
undertaking given where the majority of 
rice producers can cultivate their own 
rice lands only by oxen and by hand. 
This is for lanre areas. · I do not know 
if Government intends to give �;uch 
areas to the rice farmers who can settle 
there and develop the areas. I do not 
know if that is the policy of Govem­
ment to throw open those areas. H 
the 2,000 acres recently planted is 
found to be capable of growing rice at 
a profit, is Government going to throw 
that out tu the farmers who can take it 
up in small blocks cf 50 and 100 acres? 
If that is so, then I say the policy of 
Government will benefit one area only 
and, therefore, the surplus funds of the 
Board should not be taken tu be ·applied 
to that. Other than that 1 am in total 
agreement with this Message. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I rise to 
support this motion wholeheartedly. I 
do not intend to reply to the many 
points that have been made by the bvo 
hon. Members who have just taken their 
seats. I feel certain that the Chair­
man of the Rice Marketing Board will 
fully reply to their queries and supply 
the information they seek. But there 
are just two points I would like to reply 
to in respect of the surplus funds being 
used for the purpose of meeting one­
half the cost of the equipment. I doubt 
whether those two hon. Members have 
the feelings of the rice producers 
throughout the Colony in this matter. l 
am thinking ·whether they will be su�-­
prisecl to hear of the number of appl:­
cations for mechanical equipment. 
received from rice growers all over the 
Colony. I am thinking whether the:; 
'I � - .. - J.L--- ---� .-,, .l.- 4 . ."\.,,.. ,....,.A,'l,fi'I-.C• l, (\ ,,u 

said publicly. If I am not mistaken, 
it appeared in the Press. Hundreds of 
letters have been sent to the Rice Mar 
keting Board in praise of the two 
threshers that the Board was able tn 
place at the growers' disposal during 
the fast crop, and there were hunch-eds 
of applications that could not be met 
dudng this crop because of the fact. 
that the Rice Expansion Scheme is 
going to extend its cultivation this year. 
I feel certain, �ir, that if a vc te is taken 
from the growers throughout the Colony 
-I make Lold to say-100 per cent. of
the growers would vote that the surpius
funds o.f the Rice Marketing Board· be
used to procure equipment cf this kind
so a3 to assist them in increasing their ·
production and also in their labom·
trouble�. dming their crop time and
planting. During the last crop labour
demanded such exorbitant rates for
reaping pacli at one time th&t
it was urged that a Board be
set up so that the prices can
be regulated and fixed in so far as 1'1w
reaping of padi is concerned. This
equipment is to alleviate such a situa­
tion, and the producers realize that and
will vote 100 per cent for the surplus
funds of the Board to be spent in this
direction.

I do not know if the.re are any more 
useful directions in which the funds of 
the ,rice producers can be spent than in 
this way, where they will benefit to n 
large extent. I am certain that with 
the limited equipment the Board 
will be having to send out on this hire· 
system, the difficulty of the Board will 
be ib; inability to meet the requirement:;; 
of all the applications that will be com­
ing in for this mechanical equipment. It

is no speculative view. One who know.;; 
the industry, one who is among the 
people all the time and one that ha.;; 
been faced with the same difficulty year 
by year, will appreciate the benefits of 
mechanical equipment especially at 
reaping time. I think the hon. Mem­
ber for North-Western District ha.:i 
known very much the conditions in this 
Colony and yet he has been bold enough 

t.n <>o:k t.h�t C:-overnment ask the Rice



Marketing Beard lo give an undertakin;r 
as to what will be the plan for produc­
ing rice for the next five year.;;. He 
admitted that perhaps an excuse ma:r be 
found fo1· abnormal weather condition. 
I believe he appreciates it and knows 
full well that when we have abnormal 
weather conditions the rice crop is 
affected especially because of the fac:, 
as we all realise, the rice crop has no 
security in so far as drainage and irri­
gation is ccncerned. 

Mr. JACOB: To a point of .::or, 
rection ! It is not correct to say t'.1e 
rice crop of the whole Colony is not 
secure because of drainage and irriga­
tion. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I wiil admit 
that in certain parts of the Colony the 
crops have been secure to a certain 
extent, and in those parts of the Colony 
I make bold to say the lands are limitec1. 
The highest producing county is that of 
Berbice. That county is, within the 
knowledge of the hon. Member for 
North-Western District, lacking badly in 
irrigation and drainage. Ten per cent. of 
the crops there are not secure to anr 
extent at all. l:'nde1· those conditions 
one can hardly expect a1iy guarantee 
even for one year much less five years. 
I will say right here and now that so 
far as I view the condition this year 
there is every likelihood of a drop in the 
cultivated area of rice in the county of 
Berbice because, as admitted by the !ion. 
Meffther for North-Westei-n District, of 
the abnormal weather condition. It will 
delay laying-out the soil for "bro,hl­
casting,"' as that has to be done in the 
dry weather and the 1'.!0rnmencement of 
that season is during Fel>:·uary and 
March. I only hope that we have all pui; 
in a reasonable area for ··broadcastini�·, 
this year. especially if the May 
and ,June rains are delayed later than 
usual. Up to now WP. h_ave not g·ot any 
indication of when the present rains are 
going to cease, and the lands are unifer 
water today and no work can be clone 
on them. If it happens that the period 
n.l! �nnnn�;"� n.f' tl,i� l"llinv !;P.ll.SOll and 

the next does not afford sufficient time 
to put in ··shied" rice it is only obvious 
that the acreage under cultivation in so 
far as rice is concerned cannot be but 
very small. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
shall be very 1,)rief. The hon. Member 
for Essequibo River I Mr. Lee) mac!e 
a criticism which would have been 
valuable if' it "·ere substantially 
accurate. I unde1·stoocl him to .;;ay ·�hat 
it was not fair that Government shoaH 
come to the Council with a bald 
Message of this sort. deaiing with 
schemes of so substantial a character, 
without setting out any details at all. 
The• fact is that the Message itself 
refers to a Council Paper No. 21 of 
Hl44 in which you. sir. set out all the 
despatches you have written to rile 
Secretary of State in connection with 
these schemes. I admit there is a lot of 
reading matter in that Council Paper, 
but as usut

t-
Members would not read 

the details ·� come back later and 
criticize efevernment for not giving 
them any information on the subject. 

There are three despatches dealing 
with these three schemes which set out 
in some detail the items which are 
referred to in this 1\iessage. I will admit 
that the despatch dealing with the 
Central Rice Mill does not set out the 
capacity of the mill. which is 5 tons of 
milled parboiled i'ice JJer hom. That is 
-a very larg,e mill indeed. and v-e-1:y nwch
larger than anything we have ever had
or contemplated for this Colony. I notice
that the hon. Member for North-Western
District (Mr. Jacob) compared the
tiny mill put up at Anna Regina
some years ago with this new nnll.
The mill at Anna Regina was a
gift from the old Colonial Develop­
mcnL Fund. and cost nbout $D,GOO.
It was a white rice mill and purely
an experimental mill. This is a
huge mill in comparison with the other
mills. I do not know myself ho\.v the
Anna Re,g-ina mill came to be a white
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rice mill, but it was sent out by foe 
Colonial Deveiopment and Welfare Fund 
Committee and £:rected at Anna Regina 
:cis an experiment. 

A s r e g a r d s t h e acreage at 
!Vlahaicony-Abary, there again the 
despatch states v,rhat is intended and 
contemplated. We did plan last year for 
about 2,400 acres, and we did say that 
we intended to put in another 4,GOO 
acres this year, but we have realized 
that it is desirable to go slowly. We 
admit that there were many difficulties 
to contend with last year, and what has 
now been decided is to increase the 
cultivation this year to a maximum of 
5.000 acres. Next year ,ve _hope to go 
furthe1·. 

As regards the site of the mill. in 
my opening remarks I said it had now 
been definitely decided that it should be 
erected in the centre of the Mahaicony­
Abary area. That is also stated in the 
despatch. although it did suggest that 
some other site might be selected. That 
is why I said that a final decision had 
now been reached. 

The main criticism of this motion 
referred to the question of the use of 
part of the Board's surplus funds 
towards one-half of the cost of the 
mechanical equipinent. I will admit at 
once that when this scheme was first 
sent forward we had hoped to get a 
grant for the total cost, but the 
Comptroller for D e v e 1 o p rn e n t and 
Welfare, who is completely familiar 
·with the finances of the Rice Marketing
Board and its transactions, quite
properly suggested that since the
mechanical equipment was going to be
used not only on the experimental
scheme at Mahaicony-Abary but also
for the general communal use of the
rice producers as a whole, he thought
it fitting and suggested to Government
and the Board that one-half of the cost
should be met from the surplus funds
of the Board, and we had no arg-ument

to counter that. After all we have 
ourselves stated in our Regulations -�hat 
the surplus funds of the Board may oe 
used for measures calculated to advance 
the development and expansion of the 
rice industry, with particular reference 
to export trade, and here was a scheme 
which was calculated to do that. Some 
Members have said that it was a 
condition of the formation of the Board 
chat these funds should be used to 
increase the price of rice. Over and over 
again in this Council, and in publica­
tions, the Board and myself have tried 
to explain that that could not go on fcn·­
ever. vVe could not contemplate a 
situation in which the price would be 
kept continually increasing. 

We have planned for the production of 
pure-line seed, a scheme for which the 
Board has alloc,1tecl $200,000 over the 
last five years. H is designed to advance 
the fortunes of the industry as a whole 
and, therefore, it is properly chargeable 
against the su·rplus funds. Similarly, 
t�is mechanization schem2, as the hon. 
Member for Western Berbice (Mr. Peer 
Bacchus) has explained, has been 
welcomed throughout the countryside. 
You, sir, took the trouble to arrange a 
meeting with certain representatives of 
the industry and put the suggestion to 
them. They welcomed and endorsed the 
use of this amount of money which the 
Board is asking for. They felt, as we 
feel, that the money would be used for 
the general benefit of the industry and, 
quite contrary to the remarks of the 
hon. M e m b er for North-Western 
District (Mr. Jacob), rather than 
thinking i.t immoral they thought it 
highly pr0per and moral. Further, t!1r, 
s u g g e s t  i o n  emanated from the 
Comptroller himself, and no reasonable 
argument could be put forward against 
it. 

I would like to ask permission to 
move an amendment to the motion. Y ()lt, 
sir, have announced that the figures for 
the Bloomfield-Whim scheme have now 
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been settled at $114,000 instead of 
$96,000. Application has gone fonvard 
and therefor.e it is fitting that that 
particular scheme should be added to 
the schedule at the end o.f the motion. 
I therefore move that the motion be 
amended so that the total should read 
$996,240 instead of �882,240; that free 
grants should be $438,720 instead of 
$324.720, and that the schedule itself be 
amended by the inclusioR of the item­
Bloomfield-Whim, Corentyne, $114.000. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :;ec­
onded. 

The PRESIDENT: W i t h  the 
consent of Members I will proceed to 
put the question "That the motion as 
amended be agreed to." 

Motion carried. 

THIE NEW FRANCHISE. 

The PRESIDENT: Befo:·e we adjourn 
I should like to intimate with reference 
to the announcement I made at the 
opening of this sitting touching the 
Franchise Bill, that I have consulted the 

hon. the Fourth Nominated Member 
( Mr. J. A. Luckhoi;i) as to the progress 

made by his Committee which was 
dealing with the immediate st�ps to be 
taken regarding the holding · of the 
General Elections, and the making of 
Regulations a n cl o t h  e 1· necessary 
arrangements. and he tells me that his 
report is now being prepared and will 
be submitted shortly. 

As regards the resumption of our 
business, we can of course sit tonight, 
but if it is a question of adjourning 
until next week I must point out that 
I expect two groups of visitors on 
Monday, and there may be an Executive 
Council meeting on Tuesday. I will be 
out of town on W e cl n e s d a y and 
'Thursday, and on Friday I expect to 
lrnve the Brazilian Govemor coming. 
I shall be exceedingly occupied myself, 
but Council can, of course, sit without 
me. The Colonial Se c r e t  a r y has 
suggested adjourning until Wednesday, 
the 14th. Would Members prefer to sit 
tonight? I see numerous heads shaking. 
I therefore adjourn the Council until 

Wednesday, 14th March, at 2 p.m. 




