
TBIRD PARLIANIENT OF GUYANA 

FIRST SESSION 

1973 - 9..97,6 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 87th Sitting of the National 
Assembly held in the Parliament Chamber at the Public 
Buildings, Georgetown, Demerara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON 
1.1.1.,DNESDAY, 28TH JANUARY, 1976 

iVlEtl:&RS OF THE NA.T IOHAL ASS:E,MBLY 

Speaker 

Cde. Sase Narain, J.P., Speaker 

1'11embers of the Govern ment - People's National Congress (50) 

Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister (2) 

Cde. 1.F.S. Burnham, O.t., s.c., Prime Minister 
Cde. P.A. Reid, Deputy Prime l\1inister and Minister of 

National Development 

Senior liinisters (9) 

Cde. H.D. Hoyte, S .C., Minister of Economic Development 
# Cde. H. Green, �·/.linister of Co-operatives and National 

1\/Iobi lisa tion 
# Cde. H.O. Jack, M:inister of Energy and Natural Resources 
# Cde. F.E. Hope, Minister of Finance 
# Cde. S.S. Naraine, A.A., Minister of Works and Housing 
# Cde. G.A. King, Minister of Trarle and Consumer Protection 
# Cde. G.B. Kennard, C.C.H., Minister of Agriculture 
# Cde. C.L. Baird, Minister of Education and Social 

Development 
# C1r·. F.R. Wills, S.C., Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Justice (.,.bsent) 

. .Unisters (5) 

Cde. 'U .G. Carrington, iVlinis ter of Labour 
Cde. S.�11, Field-Ridley, Minister of Information and Culture 
Cde. B. Ramsaroop, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and 

Leader of the Bouse 
# Cde. O.M.R. Harper, Min ister of Health 
# Cde. C.V. Mingo, Minister of Home Affairs 

Ministers of State ( 9) 

Cde. 
Cde. 

i./J.. Kasim, A.A., Minister of State for Agriculture 
O.L. Clarke, Minister of State - Regional (East
Berbice/Corentyne)
P. Duncan\ J.P., Minister of State - Regional
(RupununiJ (Absent - on leave) 
C.A, Nascimento, Minister of State, Office of th�
.Pr 1me �VI:i.ni s ter 

Cde. 

Cde. 

Cde. M. Zaheeruddeen, J.P., Minister of State - Regional 
(Essequibo Coast/West Demerara) (Absent) 

# Non elected Minister 
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Cde. 

# Cde. 

ff Cde. 

# Cde. 

K.B. Bancroft, Minister of State - Regional (Mazaruni/ 
Potaro) 
\'J. Haynes, Minister of State for Consumer Protection 

(Absent) 
A. Salim, Minister of State
West Coast Berbice)

- Regional (East Demerara/

F.U.A. Carmichael, Minister
(North .West) (Absent)

Parliamentary Secretaries (8) 

of State - Regional 

Cde. J .R. Thomas, Parliamentary Secretary, Min is try of 
National Development 

Cde. C.E. VJrights, J.P., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 
of Works and Housing (A bsPnt) 

Cde. M.M. Ackman, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of the 
Prime Minister, and Government Chief �ihip (Absent - on 

leave) 
Cde. E.L. Ambrose, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 

Agriculture 
Cde. S. Prashad, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 

Co-operatives and National Mobilisation 
Cde. J.P. Chowritmootoo, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 

of Education and Soc ial Development 
Cde. R.H.O. Corbin, Parliamentary Secretary, Office of 

the Prime Minister 
Cde. M. Corrica, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 

Works and Housing 

Deputy Speaker (1)

Cde. R.C. Van Sluytman, Deputy Speaker 

Other Members (16) 

Cde. J .N. Aaron 
Cde. L.M. Branco 
Cde. E .H.A. Fowler 
Cde. J. Gill 
Cde. '.'v. Hussain 
Cde. S. Ja iserrisingh 
Cde. K.M.E. Jonas 
C de. }i. Nissar 
Cde. L.E. Ramsahoye 
Cde. J.G. Ramson 
Cde. P.A. Rayman 
Cde. E.�. Stoby, J.P. 
Cd e • S • H • Sukhu , IJ.I. S . , J • P • 
Cde. C. Sukul, J.P. 
Cde. H.A. Taylor 
c de • L .E • Vl i l le ms 

Members of the Opposition - LiJie.ra�or Part_y (2) 

Mr. rll.F. Singh, Leader of the Opposition 
Mrs .ftf. Da Silva 

OFF IC.b.RS 

Clerk of the National Assembly (F.A. Narain) 
Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly (M.B. Henry, AlJlBIM) 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk read Prayers. 



3. 

ANNOUNCBI;IBNTS EY THE SYB.h.KER 

(i) Leave

The Spe2ker announced thRt leave had been granted 
to -

(a) Cde. Ackman for that day's sitting, and

(b) Cde. Nissar from 6th to 29th February, 1976.

( ii ) -Ne le ome t o C de • Harper 

The Speaker welcomed back Cde. Harper who had been 
absent from sittings on account of illness. 

rn THODUCT ION OF BILU:i 

Presentation and First Reading 

CUSTOM (AtvlElIDMENT) BILL 1976 - Bill No. 4/1976 
published 20.1.76 

The Minister of Perliamentary Affairs and Leader 
of the House, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, 
presented the following Bill which was read the first 
t irne: 

MOTION 

A BILL inti tu led AN AC'l1 TO AMEND THE 
CuS'l'OMS ACT. 

PU:S.LIC bUSil�J!, Sti 

ITEivI 1 - APE-<OV,.L OF PHO?OSALS ON EQUALITY FOR WOMEN 

The Prime Minister moved the following Motion: 

BE, IT RJ!.iSOLVBD: 

That this National Lssembly approves 
of the proposals outlined in the State Paper 
on Equality for women which was presented to 
the Assembly on 15th January, 1976. 

Cde. ':Ii llems and Cde. Ramsahoye spoke to the 
mot ion. 

Mrs. Da Silva was speaking to the motion when the 
time for the suspension of the sitting was reached. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 4.40 p.m. the sitting was suspended for 
refreshments. 

I&SUMPTION OF SITTThG 

At 5.20 p.m. the sitting was resumed. 

Mrs. Da Silva concluded her speech. 
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The Minister of Information and Culture spoke to 
the motion. 

Thereafter, the motion was put and carried. 

BILLS - Second and Third Readings 

ITEM 2 - PUBLIC IiliALTH (J,.MENDMENT) BILL 197 6 -
Bill No. 1/1976 publishE'd 6.1.76 

The Minister of Co-operatives and National Mobili
sation moved the second reading of thE' following Bill: 

1:1. BILL intituled 11.N .t1.CT TO .J\llifuND TIIB 
}UbLIC liliAIIrH OHDil'l.nl11CE. 

The Leader of the Opposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the motion was put and carried. 

The Bill wns then read a second time and was, 
thereafter, taken through its remaining stages and passed 
as printed. 

I'rEt/1 3 - It.COh;J:!; 'l'AX b11m.tJDiVla�"T .oI.LL 1976 - Bill No.2 1976 
published 10.1.7 

The Minister of FinPnce moved the second reading of 
the following Eill: 

A BILL inti tuled 1d� ACT TO AM8ND THE 
IlJ C OM1 T 1tX ACT . 

The Leader of the Opposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied. 

The motion WPS then put and CArried. 

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, 
taken through its remaining stagE's and passed as printed. 

MOTION 

ITEM 4 - SUSP£NSI� OF STA1-1DThG OHDEH NO. 46(2) 

The Minister of Pnrliamentary .11ffairs and Leader of 
the House moved the following motion which was put and 
carried: 

� IT R.t:S01VLD: 

That paragraph (2) of Standing Order 
No. 46 be suspended to enable the Assembly 
to proceed at its sitting on 1Nednesday, 
28th January, 1976, with the second reading 
and the remaining stages of the CUSTOMS 
( Ai.END1IBNT) BILL 197 6 ( i:3i 11 No. 4/197 6 
published 20.1.76).______ 
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EILL - Second and Third Readings 

ITEM 5 - CUSTm"S C�ME,NDMBNT) BILL 1976 - Bill No. 4/1976 
published 20.1.76 

The Alinister of Finance moved the second reading of 
the following Bill: 

A BILL intituled .. N ACT TO A:v!E1D THE 
CUSTOMS ACT. 

The Leader of the Opposition spoke to the motion. 

Thereafter the Minister of Finance replied. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

The Bill was read a second time and was, thereafter, 
taken through its remaining stages and passed as printed. 

ADJ OU-.fil"\J MB NT 

At 6 .55 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs and Leader of the House, the 
Assembly was adjourned to a date to be fixed. 

PARLIAJ\/JBNT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings 1

Georgetown. 

4th February, 1976. 




