
THIRD PARLI�MENT OF GUYANA 

FIRST SESSION 

1973 - 1976 

MINUTES of the Proceedings of the 104 th Sitt.i.rrg of· tho Not..iorre1. 
Assembly huld in the Parliamont Chambor at tho Public 
Buildings, Georgotown, Dcmorara, 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON 

THURSD�Y, 9TH DECCMBER, 1976 

MEMBERS OF THE N�TIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Sp oak or 

wle. Sase Narain, D.R., J.P., M.P,, Sp.,aker of tho ru_�tional ,"\ssomb:!J..y 

Mombers of tho Govornmont - People's National Congross (50) 

Prime Minister (1) 

Cdo. L.F.S. Burnham, D.E., s.c., M.P., Prime Ministor (Absent) 

Deputy Prime Minister (1) 

CHu. P.A. Reid, M.P., Deputy Primo Minister and Minister of 
National Development 

Senior Ministers (9) 

Cdo. H.D. Hoyto, s.c., M.P., Minist�r of Economic Develop�ont 
* Cde. H. Creon, M.P., Minister of Co-oporntives and National

Mobilisation 
* Cde. H.O. Jack, M.P., Minister of Enorgy and Natural Rosources
* Cdo. F.E. Hope, M.P., Minister of Finance
* Cde. S.S. Naraine, A.A., M.P., Minister of Works and Housing
* Cde. C.A. King, M.P., Minister of Trado and Consumer Protection
* Cde. G.B. Kennard, C.C.H., M.P., Minister of �griculture
* Cde. C.L. Baird, M.P., Ministor of Education and Social

Development 
* Cde. F.R. Wills, S.C., M,µ., Minister of Foreign Affairs and

Justice 

�do. W4G. Corrington, M.P., M..iimister of labour 
ICde; S.M. Field-Ridley·, M.P., Mirrister of Information 

and Culture 
Cdo.B, Ramsaroop, M.P., Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and 

Leader of the House 
* Cde. O.M.e. Harper, M.P., Minister of Health
* Cde. C.V. Mingo, M.P., Minister of Homo Affairs

* Non elected Minister



Minister of State (9) 

Cde. M. Kasim, A.A., M.P., Minister of State for Agriculture 
Cdo. O.E. Clarke, M.P., Minister of State - Regional (East Borbico/ 

Corontyne) 
Cdo. P. Duncan, J.P., M.P., Ministar of State - Regional 

(Rupununi) (Absent - on loovo) 
Cde. C.A. NascirnJnto, M,11., Ministor of State, Offico of the 

Primo Minister 
Cde. K,8. Bancroft, M.�., Minister of State - Regional (Mazaruni/ 

Potaro) (Absent - on loavo) 
Cda. J.P. ChowritmoJtoo, M.P., Ministur of Stoto - Regional 

( Essaquibo Coast/�-Jost Domorara) 
* Cde. w. Haynes, M.P., Ministor of State for Consumor Protoction(�bsont)
* Cdo. A. Salim, M.P., Minister of State - Regional (East Domorara/

Wust Coast B�rbico) 
* Cdo. F.U.A. Carmichael, M.P., MinistLr of State - Rogi nal

(North �fost) 

Parliamentary Socrutarios (6) 
• 

Cdo. J.f'. Thomas, M.1 • , Parliamontory Socrotary, Ministry of 
National Dovolopment 

Cdo. M.M. Ackman, C.C.H., M.P., Parli2montary Socrotary, Office 
of tho Primo Minister, and GovJrnment Chief Whip(Absent - on loavo) 

Cde. E.L. Ambrose, M.P., Parliamontary Sucret3ry, Ministry of Agriculture 
Cdo. S. Prashad, M.P., Parli�mcntary Socrwtory, Ministry of Co-operatives 

and National Mobilisation 
Cdo. R.H.O. Corbin, M.P., Parliamentary Socrotary, Ministry of 

Education and S0cial DovolLpmont 
Cdo. M. Carrico, M.P., P3rliamontary Socret�ry, Ministry of Works 

and Huusing 

'Other-Members (19) 

Cde. L.M. Branco, M.P. 
Cde •. E.M. Bynoe, M.P. 
Cdo. E.H.ri. Fowler, M,;, 
Cdc. J. Gill, M.P. 
Cdo. W. Hussain, M.P. 
Cde. S. J.:iisorrisingh, M.i'. 
Cde. K.M.E. Jonas, M.P. 
Cdo. M. Nisscr, M.�. 
Cdo, L.E. Ramsahoyo, M.�. 
Cdo. J.G. Ramson, M.�. 
Cdo. ,,.,-;. Reyman, M,1 i .

Cde. E.M. Stoby, J.P., M.1·. 
Cde. S.H. Sukhu, M.S., J.,·., M,f', 
Cde. C. Sukul, J.P., M.P. 
Cde. H.n. Taylor, M.P. 
Cdc. R.C. Van Sluytmon, M.P. 
Cde. L.E. Willems, M,µ, 
Cde. C.E. Wrights, J.P., M,; .• 
Cde. M. Zahooruddoon, J.P., M.�. 

Members of the Dpoosition (16) 

(i) l"lL-ople's Progrossivo ,·arty (14)

Loader of tho Opposition (1) 

Cde. C. Jagon, M.1-., Lundor of the Oppositi::::n 

* Non elocted Minister



J. 

Deputy Speaker (1) 

Cue. Rom Karran, M.P., Uoputy Spo6kor of the National Assembly 

Other Members (12) 

Cd0. J. Jagan, M.P. 
Cdo. Roepu Damon Persoud, J.ft1., M.P., Opposition Chiof Whip 
Cdo. N. Persaud, M.P. 
Cdu. c. Collymore, M.P. 
Cde. S.F. Mohamad, M.P. 
Cdo. L. Lolbahodur, M.P. 
Cdo. B. Jomos, M.P. (Absent) 
Cdo. c.c. Bolgravo, M.P. 
Cdo. R. Ally, M.P. 
Cdo. Dalchond, J.P., M.P. 
Cdo. Dindoyal, M.P. 
Cdo. H. Nokto, M.P. (Absent) 

(ii) Liberator Porty (2)

Mr. M.F. Singh, M.�. 
Mrs. E. Do Silva, M.P. 

OFFICERS 

ClJrk of tho Notional Assombly (F.[; 0 Narain) 
Doputy Clark of tho fJotionol Assumbly (,1� !�night) 

PRi\YERS 

Tho Clork rood Proyors. 

ANNOUNCE:·1ENTS BY THE S,-1:::. l<ER 

(i) Visit to Cuba

Tho Spu}kor informed tho �s�ombly th�t sinco the lost 
sitting thuru�f, thrco MJmbers,Cdes.NJktc, Thomas �nd himsolf, 

rocuntly visitud Cuba and participated in thw inauguration of tho 
l•ooplo's Power Noti�nol �ssombly, on thu invitatiJn of tho 
Government of Cuba. 

Tho Spo�kor placed on rJc�rd the v�ry deep appreciation 
of tho hospitality oxtundud to the Members during their visit. 

Ho also convoyed to tho Mombors of tho Assembly the 
greetings sent by tho Prosi ont of tho Notional Hssombly of Cuba. 

(ii) Leave

The Speaker announced that lcovo hod boon grontJd to -

(i) 
(ii) 

( iii) 

for th�t sitting. 

Cdo. Duncan 
Cdo. Bancroft, and 
Cde. Nokta, 



PRESENT,ITION OF P.,iJERS ,,ND RE, iORTS, ETC. 

By tho Deputy Prime Ministor on bohnlf of tho �rime Minister: 

Public Corpcrctions (No. 3) Order 1976 (No. 114), 
mado undor swction 5(4) of thw Public Corporations 
Act, Chaptor 19:05, on tho 8th of Novombor, 1976, 
and published in tho Gazotto on tho 4th of 
Doccmbor, 1976. 

(GSC: 1/101/1)(Circulotod) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Prosontation and First Reading 

(1) RENT CONTROL S!JECL,L ,•ROVISIONS ,'\MENDMENT
BILL 1976 - Bill No 17 1976 ublished 4 12 76

The Minister of Works and Housing, on behalf of tho 
Gavornmont prosontod tho following Bill which was read tho first 
time: 

A BILL intitulod .. N ,,CT TO ,."1END 
THE RENTI CONTROL (SPECIAL PRO­

VISIONS) ACT 1974.

(2) FIN,1NCII\L
BILL 1976 - B. l No

,,uDIT ,1MENDMENT 
ublished 4 12.76 

Tho Minister of Finance, on boholf of tho Govcrnmont, 
prosonted tho following Bill which was read tho first time: 

A BIL� intituled AN �CT TO AMEND THE 
FINi\NCIAL 11DMINISTR .. TIDN ,1ND ,·1uDIT 
ACT. 

::;uBLIC BUSINESS 

BILL - Second and Third Readings 

ITEM 1 - rENSIONS (,'\MENDMENT) BILL 1976 - Bill No 7/1976 published 
24,3.76 

The Deputy �rime Minist.r moved tho socund reading of the 
fellowing Bill: 

A BILL inti tuled 11N ,;er TO AMEND THE 
I-ENS IONS 11C T •



Tho following spoko to tho motion: 

Cdo., Ram Karran 

Mro McFo Singh 

Tho Deputy Primo Minister ropliou. 

Tho motion was thon put ond carried. 

Tho Bill was rood o socund timo. 

Ass�rnbly roEclvod �tsulf into Committoo to consider the 
�ill C�8USO by GlaUSOe

Glausws l ond 2 UJoro ,R_assod os printed. 

T�• ?allowing omoncmunt by Mr. Singh 
wos put ond n�gotivod: 

Tho dolotion of tho clouso ond tho 
substit•Jt:L'ill thurofor of tho following: 

Soctiun 4(3) of tho, rincipol Act is 
horoby omLndod by tho odditi.Jn thoruoftor 
of thu wor�s "provic..!ud that this subsoction 
sholl not apply to tho hood of a deportment 
not unC:o::- tho c.Jntrol of o minister." 

_f_:1.��� wos then p�C'!d os printod. 

CloL•:::c 9 Tho following om1.m,lmonts by tho Doputy r rimo 
Minister to Clouso 9 (d) woro put ond carriod; 

(o) In tho proposod por�groph (2) (o) (i) of
rogulotL;n 7, tho worJs "or tho Director
of ;JulJ).ic rJrcsoc· ·tions" woro insorted
irr.mddic.tely oftor the word "Judicature";

(b) In tho p"':'oposod porcgroph (2) (a) (ii) of,
rogL,J.oU.un 7 � tho words", tho Diroctor of
;ubJ.ir. ,•::-osocutions," wore deleted.

_c) o_use 2 was then possod os nmonded.

On o n8tion by tho Doputy rrimo Minister the Bill was rood 
�i .u ·:, ,:.:r:-d tir::o ond possod os omomlod. 

SUS, ::__i�.2..�DN OF SITTING 

At �,05 p�m o tho sitting was suspondod for refroshments. 

At 4 a JO p�m 0 tho sitting wos resumed. 



MOTIONS 

ITEM 2 CONFIRMATION OF THE CUSTOMS DUTIES (�MENDMENT) �O. 3) 
ORDER 1976 (No. 83) 

The Minister of Finance m�ved tho following motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this Notional Assembly·in accordance 
with section 9 of tho Cus9oms Act, Chapter 82:01, 
confirm tho Customs Duties (Amondmont)(No. 3) 
Ordor 1976 (No. 83) which wos maue on the 20th of 
September, 1976, and published in tho Gazette on 
the 20th of Soptombor, 1976. 

Cdo. N. Porsnud spoke to the motion. 

Tho Minister of Finnnco ropliod. 

The motio� was then put nnd carried. 

ITEM 3 - CONFH!M,,TION OF THE SONSUMPTION T,:\X (EXEMPTION) ORDER 1976 
(N0.84) 

The Minister of Finance moved the following mution which 
wos put and carried: 

BE IT 1<ES'JLVED: 

Thnt this N.:::tL:nol ,\ssembly in occordonce 
with suction 5 of the Consumµtion Tax Act, 
Chapter 80:02, confirm tho Consumption Tax 
(Exomptbf"li Order 1976 (No,. 84-), which wos mode ·· 
on the 20th of Soptombor, 1976, ond published 
in tho Gazotto on tho 20th of Soptomber, 1976. 

BILLS - Second oqd Third Raodings 

ITEM 4 POST AND TELEGR,\, iH (,,'IMENDMENT) BILL 1976 - Bill No, 14/1976 
published 20

1
11

1
76 

Tho Minister of W0rks and Housing moved tho socund roadin� 
of the following Bill: 

n BILL intitulod �N ncT TO AMEND THE roST 
.-,ND TELEGR,wH 11CT IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE 
EST,,GL ISHMENT OF THE POST OFFICE ,,S 11 
; UGLIC COR:JO, .. "\TION UNDEfl THE , UBLIC 
CORIJOR,,TIONS "CT TO Cr1Rf"'IY OUT THE 
FUNCTIONS OF THE POST,,L DE, .. RTMENli 
EST14BLISHED BY THE ,'OST f,ND TELEGR,11JH, 
,'\CT .. ND TO M,\KE CONSEQUENTI,�L ,,MENDMENTS 
TO OTHER \IIH TTEN Li 1WS. 

Mrs. Do Silva spoke. to the motion. 

Tho Minister of Works nnd Housing ropliod. 

Tho mutiun was than put nnd carried. 

The Bill was road a seccnd time. 



Assembly ros�lvod itself into Committee to consider the 
Gill claus8 by clouse. 

In Committeo 

Clousos 1 - 6 wuro pnssJd os printod • 

ClousL 7 - Tho following omc.n,'.mont by the Minister of 
Wurks and Mousing wos put ond carried: 

Thu words "Guyana Tolocommunicotion" waro 
imsortod betwoon tho worJs "tho" ond 
"Ccrporoti....n" in tho sixth line. 

Clouso 7 w�s than possoJ as omundod. 

First Schodulo - Tho following omundm0nts to tho proposod 
now sue tion 91 ( 1 ) 

1 
by tho Minis tor of 

Works ond Housing, wurc put ond carried: 

(i) Doloticn of th.., wurc.Js "contonts uf o
p· stol 0rc.Jur, or tulugrophic mosvogo
ur tJlogram,"

(ii) Substitution thurofor of tho wurds
"cuntonts of o postal pocket, pust office
money or�or, postal ardor, or post offico
tolo�Jr:::phic mussogo or tologram,"

The First Schodu!o was than pOStiOd as amondod. 

Secund Schodulo - was 20s00� os printod. 

�ssombly rosumad. 

On a motion by tho Ministor of Works and Huusing, tho Bill

was ruod tho third timo on� poss-d as nmondod. 

!TEM 5 fiEGISHl,.TION OF CI,1THS .. rJD JE .. TH.3 (,,MENDMENT) BILL 1976., -
Bill No, 15/1976 publ�shod 20,11J6 

Tho Minister of HJmo Mff�irs movo� tho s0cond roa'.ing uf 
thu following Bill: 

,, DILL intitul0d .. N :,CT TO ,iMEND THE 
fKEGISrn ,TION OF GIRTHS ,,ND DE.,THS .'\CT• 

The follo�ing spoko to the motion:-

Cua. Collymoro 
Cd8. noo�u Dn�an �ursaud 
Mr. f1.F. Singh 
Cuu. Janot Jognn 

Tho Minister of Home ,; ff,..,irs ropliod 

The motion wos thun put and corriod • 

. Tho Bill w�s r�od n sucond time. 
! ' 

i'\ssombly rusulvod itsolf into Cummitteo to cunsidor the 
Bill cinuso by cl�use. 



s. 

In Committee 

Clausos 1 and 2 woro possod os printed. 

Clouso 3 Tho following omondmdnts tc thu now proposod 
soctiom 65A, by tho Minister of Homo ;,ffoirs, 
wore �ut and corriod: 

(i) Insortiorn of tho words "tho R�gistrar
O0nornl or by' immodiotoly boforo tho
wcrd "Consular" in porogro;:ih (a);

(ii) Insurtion of tho words "by tho llagistrar
Gunor::il or" immociotely ofter tho word
"f:ogistored" in paragraph (b).

Clause· 3 was then passed as amended. 

Assembly rusumod. 

On a motion by tho Minister of Home Affairs, tho Bill was 
roaG tho third time and passed os omondod. 

SUS,,ENSION OF SITTING 

At 6.30 p. n. tho Sitting was Juc- 1 amcou. 

llESUM�TION OF SITTING 

ITEM 6 

�t 8.00 p.m. tho sitting was rosumod. 

Dll,tlN,"1GE ,1ND Illl1IG,HION(;1MENDMENT) GILL 1976 Bill No, 16/1976 
published 24.11.76 

Tho Minister of ,\gricul turo muvocJ tho soconcJ rtc'.Jding uf tho 
following Dill: 

,� DILL inti tuled ,iN ACT TO ,"\MEND THE DR.1 INhGE 
i'.\ND IRfUG .. TIDN 1-1CT. 

Cua. lloopu Daman Porsnud spoke to the motion. 

Tho Minister of Agriculturo rupliod. 

The motion was then put and corriod. 

Thu Bill W'.JS r�2J a s�cund time. 

Assembly rosulved itsolf into Committou to considor tho 
tho Bill clauso byrclouso. 

In Committee 

Clauses 1 to 4 were µassud as printed. 



Assembly rcsumcd e 

On o motion by tho Minister of �griculturo tho Dill was 
rood tho third tim� and £DSsod as �rintod. 

ITEM 7 Ni\TION,.1L S, Iil!TU,'.\L ,;s:;EMGLY or O.iH,'1IS OF GUY,\N,i 
INCOm-ori., TION OF TrW'.::TEE.3 DILL 1976 - Bill 

No 13 1976 oublishoci 16.10.76, 23.10.76 o.nd 
30.10,76 

CC:c. Von Sluytmnn movoc.J tho sJccmJ r'"'- '.inCJ of tho following 
Private Elill: 

,-1 DILL intituJ.oiJ ,,N .,CT TO I�JCOi"l:-Or!.,TE 
THE 'JO, 0 OF T,IUSTEES or THE �J .. TION,"1L 
S. I,'ITU,\L .-.SSEHOLY OF .] .. H,1 1 IS •

C.Jo. Romsun s.JcunC.:o:J tho ffil ti in.

Thur,:nftur thu m�tL .. n was ,,ut om.! corri..Jd. 

Tho Dill wos r�o� '1 s�con� time and wos th0ruoftor tokun 
through its rcmnining s i:. -ig .. s -incl ,ios:=.oc.l os 

1
,r intod. 

,,DJUU,�Ni1ENT 

.. t B.23 r,.m., on o mution by th1J Minister of ,.J-,rlinmc..ntory 
i\ff:,.irs o.nd Loo�er of tho Huus..;, tho .,s:::�mbly wos c-,cJj_urno_ to 2.00 p.m. 
on Munday, 13th Dccombcr, 1976 0 

,.RU .. MENT OFFICE, 
Public DuilJings, 
Gcorgotown, 
13th Ducombur, 1976. 




