
MINU'I'.C:S of the Proceedings of the .ti'ourth Legislative 
Council of the Colony of British Guiana at its 
Fourth Session, 1951-1952, held at the Public 
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THURSDAY., 17TH JULY, 1952, 

AT 2 P.M. 

PRESENT: 

His .d:xcelle ncy the Governor, Sir Charles 
Campbell Woolley, K,C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C. 

the Acting Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. J.L. Fletcher, O.B.E., T.D. 

the Attorney General, Mr. F. w. Holder; �- c.

the Financial Secretary and Treasurer, 
Mr. E.F. "McDavid, C.�.G., C.B.E. 

C.V. �'Ji,..ht, C.B.E (V/estern Essequibo)
Dr. J,B.Singh, O.B.E. (Demerara-Essequibo) 
Dr. J.L. N;cholson (Ge,...-rgetown North) 
T. Lee (Essequibo River)
W.J. RaatgeV'er, C.B.E. (Nominated) 
V. Roth, O.B.E. (Nominated)
T.T. Thompson·(Nominated)
G-.A.C. Farnum, O.B • .c.. (Nominated)
J.P. Coghlan (Demerara River)
J. Fernandes (Georgetown Central)
Dr. C. Jagan (Central Demerara) 
�v,o.R. Kendall (New li.ms-terdam) 
A.T. Peters (Western Berbice) 
W.h... Phang {North Western District)
G.H. &nellie (Nominated) 
J. Carter (Georgetown So��h)
L.1i.. Luckhoo (Norn ina ted)
F.B. Morrish (Nominated).

The Clerk read prayers. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE - Mr. F.E. Morrish

His Excellency administered the Oath of Allegiance 
to Mr. F.E. Morrish and we:l.comed him as a provisional 
Member of Council during the absence from the Colony of 
Mr. W.Il. Macnie, C.M.G., O.B.:S. 

CONFIRMJ. TIOJJ OF MDJUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, the 
3rd of July, 1952, as printed and circulated, were taken 
as read and confirmed. 
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j ANNOUNC.d:M ·,, TS 

IN'l'E:RUh. 1:L1ION1�L B11.HK OF RECON8TRUCTION bND DEVEU)PNiENT -
VISIT OF .::lURV:2:Y MISS.LON 

His Excellency informed Members that he had received 
a letter from the Management of the International Bank of 
Reconstructiona.nd Development stating that they would send 
a full Survey Mia•ion to the Colony towards the end of the 
year on receipt of an invitation from this Government; nnd 
that he had issued such an invitation. The Mission would 
comprise seven or eight experts including two gener.nl 
economists, an ne;ricultural production expert, an agricultural 
economist, a forestry expert, a transportation expert and 
an engineer; but the actual dute of the arrival of the 
Miss ion was still under cons id era tion and Members would be 
informed as soon as the dnte was fi:,i:ed. 

GR11.TUITIES TO TEf_CHERS 

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer communicated 
the following Message:-

MESSAGE No. 7 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 

There is no provision in the Teachers' Pensions 
Ordinance for the pJyment of death gratuities, but by 
Resolution XIII of the 16th December,• 1930, Council approved 
of the payment to tho widow or other dependent of a deceased 
Certificated Teacher who had qualifying service for pension 
under the Teachers' Pensions Ordinance, of such gratuity as 
the Governor-in-Council may co;nsider fit; and in 1942 the, 
Governor-in-Council decided that the death gratuity payable 
under this Resolution should be on the same basis as that 
payable to the widow or dependent of a non-pensionable 
Government employee holding an ilapproved appointment" in 
the Public Servict, i.e., 1/18 of a month's pay for each 
month of service after the age of 20 years, provided that 
the gratuity shall not exceed one year's pay and the 
deceased shall have served for not less than seven continuous 
years. 

2. By Resolution LII of the 6th of July, 1951, Council
approved, in the case of non-pensionable Government employees, 
of tho payment of the death e;rat lity to the dependent or legal 
personal representative of the estate, instead of the widow 
or dependent of the deceased employees. It is therefore new 
proposed that the death �ratuity in the case of a deceased 
Certificnted Teacher should likewise be payable to the 
dependent ·or the legal personal representative of the 
estate. 

3. In the case of the Uncertificatad Teacher, Council
had approved, by Resolution No. VIof 14th December, 1937, 
of the payment of & death gratuity equivalent to one month's 
salary to the legal personal reprtsentative of any 
Uncertificated Teacher who dies whilst in the Service 
after not less than one year's service. It is now 
proposed that the gr�tuity payable in the case of an 
Uncertificated Teucher should like\Jise be computed on 
the same basis as the gratuity payable in the case of a 



Certificated �eacher, and sho ld be payable to the
dependent or the legal personal representative of the
e�tate, thereby placing on a uniform basis the benefit
accruing to the estate of any teachGr who dies in service.

The benefit does not apply to a pupil teacher 
or to a person employed in a f,rimary school to teach one 
or nore specified subjects. · 

. 

4. The Financial Secretary will give notice Of a
mot ion seeking the approval of Honourable Members to the 
adopti.on of the abovementioned proposals for the payment 
of death grc:.ltuities to teachers; and for the proposals 
to tuke effect in the case of Certificated Teachers ns 
from 1st January, 1951. 

GOVER!';I{lillJT HOUSE, 
British Guiana. 
10th July, 1952. 
(hl.F. 35/14/14 IV).

c. c\t. WOOLLEY
.,

Governor.

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS 1 W DO CUUENTS 

The Colonial Secretary laid on the table the following:

✓ (a) The Annual Ro�ort of the Probation Service for the year
1951. 

(M.P. 259/1/2/13/37). 

✓ (b) The Annual Report of the Department of Local Government
for the year 1951. 

0.1 .P. 288/4 III). 

✓ ( c) Schedule of applications for gratuities of deceased
teachers. 

0 . P. 35/14/ 4) • 

✓ (d) The Keport of the Transport antl Harbours Devartment
for 1951

., 
together with the Fir.i:! n c ial Sdi�temen ts. 

(M.P. 122/4 VII). 

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer laid on the table 
the following:-

✓ Minutes of the Meeting of Finance Committee of the
Legislative Council held on the 26th of June, 
1952, 

GOVERNMENT NOTIC:cI:S 

The Attorney General gave nottce of the introduction 
and first reading of the follo1ing Bills:-

(a) A BILL intituled AN ORDINJ.lTC:Z ?1JRTH2R TO A!:1.2;ND
THE JUVENILE O FFill�DE RS ORD nu�H CE • 

(b) A

(M.P. 228/1/5). 

BILL intituled AN ORDIHANCE FURTIER TO AMEND 
THE GOV�RNM.31IT INDml.£1RI11.L SCHOOL ORDINi',NCE 
�HTH RBSPbCT TO TEE IPERIOD OF D£CrENTION OF 
BOYS SBN'r �o 'l'M GOV�RmvutN'l1 INDm:r.rRL�L dCHOOL. 

(M.F. 89). 



(c) A

(d) A
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BILL intituled AN on ·rNMJGE TO MAKE SPECIAL 
PROVISION IN REGARD no THE PE1'1"SION.t'1.BLE· SERVICE 
OF CYRIL RUTHnRF0RD I R0WHE. 

(P.F. 1286/3) • 
. 

BILL in ti tuled .b.N 0 IlfoNCE TO M/IBND '1·HE BLll.S'fIN G 
0PER1-1.TI0NS ORDINANCE, 1930, IN RESPECT 01', THE 
REGUI.Ji.TI0N OF PER;:,0N �Nlh·iGlill IN BLkS11ING 
OF .C::Rii. TIOl{ S. 

(M, P • 58/3/2). 

'l'he Financial Secretary anb. Trea'surer gave notice 
of the following motions-

That, this Council aJproves of t he p�yment of 
gratuities to teachers who/ die whl.lst in the service, 
on the basis and conditions set out in the Governor's 
Message No. 7 of the 10th of July, 1952

1 
and under

takes to provide the necessary funds for this purpose; 
'and further approves thv t this Resolution s ha 11 have 
effect as from 1st Januar , 1951, in the case of the 
Certificated Teacher. 

0 . P. 35/14./14 IV}. 

J- UNOFFICIAL NOTICES

Dr, Jagan gave notice of he followinG motion:-

�vHEREl-iS Jamaica-born British subjects Messrs. 
William Strachan and Ferdinand umith were deemed by 
the British Guiana Governcient to be undesirable 
visitors, and as such wer banned entry into British 
Guiana; 

AND WH.c"!R.i:¼.S Governme t has refuGed to state 
reasons for deeming lylessr .. , William Strachan and 
Ferdinand Smith as undesi able; 

AND Wlli!:R31�S this ban is contrary to the prov is ions 
as laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
of the Human Ri6hts Comrni�sion, of which the United 
Kingdom Government is a m  mber; 

BE. IT R:2:S0LVED that ·his Council recommends to 
Government that the ban p aced on the entry of Messrs .• 
William Strachan and Ferd�nand Smith be lifted to· 
permit their fre_e entry i to British Guiana. 

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS 

Mr. Lee gave notice of the followt:ng questions:-

( a) l. Wi 11 Government state whether the Loca 1 Government
Board has its o,m Audi tor to audit the Loca 1 
Authorities' Books? 

2, If the answer is in the affirmative, will Goverru:1ent 
state whether it 1� p s s ib:C to get the accounts of 
the Local Authorities audited by the Audit Depart
ment? 
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3. Will Government state hcpw many Local and Village
Author·ities• accounts have been audited by the
Audit Department, and if any adverse reports
were made to the Local overnment Board?

4. Name the Local and/or Villaee Authonities and layI the reports on the table, if any. 

(b) 1.

I 
---------

Will Government state w�at sum of money is availuble 
from the grant of Her Majesty's Government for the 
Social Welfare Commi tte. fo'r the sugar workers up 
to December, 1951? 

2. •Will Government state separately how much of this
amount has been spent ob -

I 
(a) Housing,
(b) Administration, 'nd
(c) other Welfare woks?

3. Will Government state t e policy of the Committee
with respect to this fur,d? Is the:,e going to be a
Housing Scheme similar 

/
to that of the Essequibo

Scheme? · · . . 
4. If the answer is in the negative, will Gov ernmen t

state what grants will e allocated to each family,
and the time of repayme t?

< Dr.· Jagan gave notice of he following questions r-

1. Will Government state by what authority and under •
what section of the Lodal Government Board Ordinance
(a) books and (b) moni 1s, pro.perty of the Buxton
Village Council, were -eized by the District

'Commissioner of East Cast Demerera? 

2. Is Government aware of the factthat there has been·
for some time a meats ortage in the Colony?

3. If the answer to question (2) is in the affirmative,
•'111 Govcrnmen t state hy lf•, cert� ifi firm at Spring
iands was granted lice ce to export cattle?

4. Will Government state ,ow many heads of cottle and·
sheep were exported by the firm from January, 1951,
to present date?

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS I 
I 

Mr. Kendall tabled a pc;tition on behalf of . the hucksters 
trading in the Municipal Mark

i 
t, Now Amsterdam, praying for 

a revision of tha prices set ut in the Control of Prices 
(Certain local Produce)(No. 2 Order, 1951. 
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Captain Coghlon tabled a p 
Cana ls Farmo rs Association pra 
dredging of Canal No •. l and th 
Road. 

ti tio n on behalf of the 
ing for assistance in the 

repairing of the canal 

IvlARGl�RINE - SUSPclfSION OF THE SSUE OF IMPORT LIC�CES 

In drawing attention to thJ cessation of the issue of 
licences by the Controller of Supplies and Prices for the 
importation of margarine and compound lard from the United 
Kingdom, !vir. Ro.th stated that te s iden ts of the Colony would 
thereby be compelled to use ma�garine made in Barbados which 
was more expensive. 

In reply, the �cting Colon al Secretary said that he 
had been advised by the Controller of Supplies and Frices 
that suspension of the issue of licences was to afford 
Government an opportuni�y of studTing the Report of the
-f�Htent Oils and Fa ts Conferenc held at Borbados. 
1 • 

I -�!THDRA Vif5}?--bfi':
1

K0,'f!oN BY DR• JP .. AN 
>(' 

· Plaisance and Sparendaam hlving been restored to _village
status, leave was granted Dr. vagan to withdraw his ·motion 
on the suoject which was tablea on the 3M of �pril, 1952. 

RICE SHORTAGE 

Dr. Jagan referred to the 
in the Colony and was assured 
Rice Marketing Board was doing 
remedy the situation� 

resent shortage of rice 
y His Excellency that the 
8Verything possible to 

ORDER OF TEE DAY 

"'- REPLI.2;S TO QUESTIONS 

Mr. Roth asked the Colonial Secretary the following 
questions:-

1. What steps, if any, is Government taking to implement
the motion passed by Legislative Council on 14th 
March, 1952, by a 17 - 4 majority, re commending tho 
introduction of legisl tion prohibiting the entry 
of literature subversi e or contrary to public 
interest? 

2. If Government is prepa ing the said legislation
when is it likely to c9me before Council for 
cons id era tion? 

With the consent of Counc 1 the folloNing reply by 
the Colonial Secretary, which wos printed and laid, was 
taken as rcad:-

A Bill has been .drafted with a view to 
introduction in the egislative Council 
at an ��rly date. 

( i.P. u. 208 II)•



� D:ri. Jagan asked the Colonial ,Sc eret'.;ry the following
question:-

What is the tota 1 value oi' · pure ha ses ms.de from
various firms in New Amsterdam for the Corentyne Road 
Pror;ram..111e? 
With the consent of Council, t e follow inc· reply by the 

Colonial Secretary, which waG prinied and laid, was taken 
as read:-

/ 
,, 'l'he total value of purchafes from January, 1950, 

to 28th June, 1952, is i321
1

78 .07. 
( �1.P. 140/232/1/2/3) • 

BILLS 

✓ SUMMARY JURISDIC'.I'ION (Ml\u!STfu1. 1.2b3) (AM ... �NDMBNT} BILL, 1952
On motions by the Attorney Genln•al seconded by the FilHm

cial Secrvtary and TroasurE;r, the BILL in tituled Ai.� ORDnJ.b..FCE
FURTI-nm TO PJ,1.&iD 'I'&!; UM1L1i.RY JURIS IC 1l1IOi� (MAGISTRATES)
ORDIN1'�NCE was road the second time and thereafter was taken
through the remaining stages and paQsesl as printed.

/ OPTICIANS (AMillJDMENT} BILL, 1952 
On motions by the Attorney General seconded by the 

Financial Secretary and Treasur�r,[ the BILL intttuled AN 
ORDINA11JCE 'i'O A 1'1El'TD THE OPTICIAUS RDilJANCS, 1933, was read 
the .second time and thereafter ,,as tnken throut:;h the rerna in
ing stages and passed as printed. 

l110TIOK BY MR. PHANG RECOMl\f!1'1TD I!·JG HE A PPO ::FTi"�!i.'iTT OF A . � CON1MISSION 'i10 ,HfV-£ST:GK'l1E ECONOIY!fd AND HE,�L'l'H cm DITTONS

✓ 
by 

. IN TH_E fD'l':·( ·\;Es1r w�T'i-n CT •. 
Mr. Phang moved the follow inc; mot �.on which �•1as SI=} conded. 

Mr. Roth:-

[ 
· BE IT R£SOLV..i:'iD t:1.a t this Honourable Connell r'ecomner:d

to Government the immediate n pointrr..ent of ll Com�iE!sioH to 
investigate the causes of the depressed conditions in the 
Jorth vfost Di�trict and to ma _e rer,omm8ndations for their 
ameliora tLm. 

·After discussion, on the Pres dent's suegestion the motion
was amended as under an� adopted: 

BB IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Council recommend 
to Government the immediate c nsideration by the Legi.slntive
Council Advisory Commi ttee fo� C:onununicatlon8 and th0 
Interior of the causes of the depressed conditions in the 
North West District and to ma{s recommendations· for their 
amelioration. 

K MOTION BY MR. FERNl ,DES RECOMrEi:JDilJG THtT FRHIARY EDUCATIOHJ\L 
.; FACILI'I'IES BE NOT CURTfULED hYD ?JBS IN'rRODUGTION OF AH

EDUC: �r.IONl\L TA)O 
Mr. Fernandes moved the foll lwing motion:-

BE IT RESOLVED that thi Council recommend to 
Government -
(a) that Primary Educational facil�.ties, at present

existing, be not curtailed;
(b) that a special educational tax be impo�ed to cover

any increase cost in con ection with Primary
�ducat ion.

Mr. Luckhoo seconded the mot·on, reserving his 
to speak later. 

Mr. �arter was speaking to t 1e mot ion when the 
of adjournment was reached. 
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h.DJOURNM�T 

The President adjourned Council to 2 p.m. on the 
following day• 

• 

CO UN CI L CHrtMB.3R, 
Public Buildings, 
British Guiana. 

1

18th July, 19B2. 

Confirmed, 

• 

President • 
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