
MillUTES of the Proceedings of the Fourth Legislative 
Council of the Colony of British Guiana at its 
Fourth Session, 1951-1952, he]d at the Public 

Buildings, �orgetdwn, _Demerara, on

FRIDAY, 25TH IULY, 1952, 

AT 2 P.M. 

PRZSENT:I 

The Deputy President, the Honou able c.v. Wight, C.B.E. 
( in the · Cha i r ) 

The Honourable the Colonial Sec etary, 

The Honourable 
Mr. J. Gutch, .I1.!.S., O.B.E. 

the Attorney Gen ral, Mr. F.W� Holder, Q.c. 
the Fi�ancial Seqretary and Treasurer, II 

II 

ti 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

·"

II

II

II

II

II

Mr. 1!i • .t'1
• McDa V jjd, C. r✓i: .G • , C. B. E. 

Dr. J.B. Singh, 9.B.E.(Demerara-Essequibo} 
Dr. J. A. Nichols9n (Georgetown North) 
v. ·Roth, o.B.E. Nominated)
J. Fernandes (Georgetown C�ntral)
Dr. G.M. Gonsalv�s (Eastern Berbice) 
Dr. C. Jagan (Central Demerara) 
w.o.R. Kendall O

�

ew .&lmsterdam) 
A.T. Peters (Vies ,ern Berbice) 
W.A. Phang (Nort Western District} 
G.H. Smellie (No inated) 
J. Carter (Georg�town South)
L.A. Luckhoo (Nominated) 
F.E. Morrish (No 1inated).

The Clerk read prayers. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Friday, the 18th 
of July, 1952, as printed and c rculated, were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

GOVERNMENT NOI' ICES 

The Attorney General gave notice _of the introduction 
and first reading of the follow g Bills:-

( a) A BILL int ituledi\l'T ORD IN -cE 1:i'URTHER TO AMEND THE
GAMBLING PREVEliTI0N 0hlDINANCE, CHAPTlill 95, BY 
EXEMPTING CERTaili LOTTERIES F1ROM THE 0PERA.TION 
OF THE PROVISIONS THEREOF. 

(j1.P• 67 III). 

(b} A BILL \ntituled i\N ORDINJUlCE TO EXEMPT THE BRITISH 
GUIANA FILM SOCIETY FR�M THE P�YMENT, OF ENTERT�IN
MENT DUTY nr RESP:ii;CT Of THE EXHIBITION OF  CINEMl\TO-, 
GRl' FH FILMS 

1 
i\ND TO MAKE SPEC I L PROVISION WITH 

RES�ECT TO SUCH EXHIBITIONS. . (M.P. 166/16). 
I ( c i A B1LL inti tuled AN ORD f;.NCE TO AMEND THE WEIGHTS 

l�D MEASURES 0RDDlANCE.
( Ii. F • 38 9 /2 ) • 
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( d) h. BILL in cituled AN O LDLJ1�HCE FURTIIBR TO AMEND
TI-L::: WIDOWS i1,i1:fD ORPID�NS PilliSION ORDil�MJ"C.J:. 

(11.F. 164/4/II) 

(e) i� BILL intituled A.N O lJINriNC.E FURTillR TO ii.MEND 
'l'M SPIRITS ORDINnN2,t;• 

· (M.F. C.27/22/2).

UNOFFICil�L NOTICU 

/Mr. C&rter gave notice. of the following motion:-

WHER�S Cricket Clubs re finding it increasingly 
difficult to meet.their

I

udget. and provide suitable 
amenities for then• memb rs because of financial 
difficulties; 

BE IT RESOLVED that th· s Council recommends that 
Ordinance No. 26 of 1944 be amended to give the 
District Commissioner po FJr to grant twelve occasional· 
licences in each year to any one Club. 

-r' ..- Dr. Jagan gave notice of the following motion:-

WHEREAS in British Cen ral ii.frica and British 
East h.frica (Northern R 1desia, Uganda, Tanganyika 
and Kenya) non-white persons arc denied e1ual 
economic opportunity, ef· ective political rights 
and proper social stat�s; 

i,.ND WHER&S these disc ir11ina tory practices a re 
contrary to the principl s of the Universal DeclaratiNi 
of Human Rights; 

BE IT RE30LV� that th s Council expresses its 
stronb disapproval of these discriminotory practices; 

l�HD BE IT FURTHER RESO VED fhat a · copy of this
Resolution be forwarded o the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies Rnd the Human Rights Commission 
for any action which may be considered appropriate 
with the view of inducin British Central and East 
African Governments to desist from their present 
discriminatory practices. 

� Mr. Roth on behalf of Mr. Wight gave notice of the 
'f-._ following motion:-

vVIIERE;'.S the majority o land in the Pomeroon is 
not held or occupied under title by transport; 

AND �n-IER.&�s the lack of such title· creates 
difficulty in the obtain"ng of loans; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Council recommends the 
appointment of a Committee to investigate and report 
on the legislation most appropriate for the acquirLg 
of titles by transport i the cheapest and most 
expeditious manner. 



NOTICE OF ¼UESTIONS
../.._. 
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Dr. Jagan gave notice of he following qnestions:-

1. �hat is the estimated cost of the Office and 
House for the Res i'den t Ehgineer of the i3onasika
Boeras irie Drainage a d Irrigation Schem0? How 
far has the construct·on progressed ond how much
of the original estim te has been cxpende·d? 

2. Is it true that Mr. H tchinson, former Consulting
Engineer, recommended for the Bonasiko-Boerasirie
Drainage and Irrigatio Scheme the construction of 
a concrete VJall-Dam, 8 ft. x 8 ft., and backed by
boulders? If so, wi 1 Government state whether 
this recommended type of construction is to be
fully implemented or altered in any respects? 
If any alteration is to take place, will Govern• 
ment state the type of, and grounds for, the
alteration? 

PERSONAL EXPLi,NATION UlTDER STJ.NIING RULE i'i.ND ORD..:::R NO. 8

Mr. Smellie in referring to the debate on the 18th
of July on the motion concerning Primary EducE:tion when 
the Financial Secretary and TrE-asurer mentioned that there
were only two members of tho Co , cil present at the cele
bration of Empiro Day by school coildren of Georgetown, 
explained thot several members o Council including himself 
were engaged at the same time at a meeting of the Legisl£itive 
Council J:.dvisory Committee for Communications £lnd the Interio1; 
and it was possible that there w�re other members similarly
engaged who might have attended. 

ORDER OF T DAY 

MOTION BY MR. LUCKHOO OH THE SOU H hFRIC�� GOVBRNM.:!.�T 1 S 
tu' (RTHBID POLICY. 

-1-- i Mr. Luckhoo moved and Mr. arter seconded the following
motion:• 

BE IT RESOLVED that thi Council condemns the 
policy of racial segregati n enforced by the South 
African Government and places ori record its abhorrence
of the attitude adopted to the vnrious races in the 
pursuit of this policy whi h is likely to affect 
adversely t he amicable rel tions existing amonsst 
the peo ples of this Colony and of other mixed
communities; 

J.ND BE IT FURTMR RESOL�D that this Council 
respectfully prays His Excellency the Governor to 
transmit a copy of this Reqolution to the Secretary 
of state for the Colonies nd to the United Nations 
urging that steps be taken by the United Nations 
to persuade · the Sou th l.frican Government to desist 
from such a disastrous cou 1se and to adopt a policy 
towards all races in South ii.frica in keeping with 
the Declaration of Human R ghts. 
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Dr. Jagan moved the follov.ing amendment which was
seconded by Mr. Kendall1-. 

HJJD BE IT FURTHER RESO VED that this Council 
recommends to Government the immediate cessation
of all trade with the Unidn of South Africe. 

After discussion, the Dep \ty President put the
.ori�inal motion which was ado-pt d on the following 
div1sio�:-

For 

Mr. Morrish
Mr. Luckhoo
Mr� Carter 
Mr. Smellie
Mr. Phang 
Mr. Peters 
Mr. Kendall 
Ifir. Fernandes
Dr. Singh 

ADJOURNiflENT 

Against 

Dr. Jagan 
The Financial Secretary
The Attorney General 
The Colonial Secretary

The ·hour of adjournment ha ing been reached, the· 
Deputy Fresident 'adjourned Council to 2 p.m. on Thursday,·
the 31st of July, 1952. 

QOUNCIL CHAMBER, 
.. Public Buildings, 

British Guiana. 
31st July, 1952.

Confir ,1ed, 

President. 
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