MINUTES of the Procouedings of *hie Iourth Legislative
Council of the Colony of British Guiana at ius
Fourth Seszsion, 1951-1952, hh 1d at the Public

Buildings, Georgotown, Demergra, on

THURSDAY, 51ST JULY, 1952,
AT 2 P.IL.
PRESENT:

The Freonident, His Excellency t e Governor Sir Charles
Campbell Woolle , K.C.M.G., O0,B.E., I,
The Ilononrable the Celonial 3e¢ec etary,
NMr. J. Gutch, C.}V.G., O.B.E,
" " the Attorney Geén ral, Mr, F.W., Holdor, Q.C.
" " Dr. J.B. 3 ngh, .B.L.(Demerara=-Zsscquibo)
it " V. heth, 0.,B.2. Nominated)
" " G.4.C. Farnum, 0 B..i. (Nominated)
n i J.P, Coghlan (De erara River)
u " D,P. Debidin (Zastsrn Demerera)
J., FPernandes (Ge rgetown Central)
i " Dr, G.lu. Gonsalves (rastern Berbice)
u u Dr, C. Jagan (Ce¢ tral Demersra)
i " WeOoe 1o Kondall (I ew Amsterdam)
n " G.H., Smellie (llo inated)
" " L.a. Luckhoo (No inated).
A.T. Peters ( es ern Berbice).

cC.

The Clerk read prayers,

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the Mceting hezld on Friday, tho 25th
of July, 19t2, as printed and c'rculated, were taken as
read and confirmed,

GOVERNMENT I'OTTCES

The Attorney General gave otice of hie intenticn
at a letecr stage to move the suspension of the relevant
Standing Rules ancd Orders to ena le him to teke the
Gambling Prevention (Amendment) 3ill, 1982, through
all cteages.

UNOFFICTIaL NOTICaS

Dr, Jagen gave notico of t e following motion:-

WHLRmsS in British Gu'ana there are a multiplicity
of trade unions and in recent years an increase in the

incidence of jurisdictiocna disputes among trade
unions;

v AVD WILERza3 in the U.S.A. to avoid juriedictional
Aisputes and the Erowtl of | comrany unions, the Maticnal

Labour Relations Board (N,L,R.B.) conducts & poll,
and awards the union with ajority membership solc
powers for purposes of col ective bargaining with
the cmployoers;



AND WHEREAS the Gover ments of Canada and
Jamaica have adopted lebou -relations machinery
similar to that of the U.3.4.

BE IT RESOLVED that taiis Council recormends
to Government the enactment of legislation setting
up lebour relations maechinery for the determination
and awerd in caszes of jurisdicticnal disputes to
unions with majority membe -ehip sole jurisddction
for purposes of collective bargaining,

NOTICE OF QUuSTIUNS

Dr, Jagan gave notice of t ¢ following questicns:=-

1, In view of answer 1 tha were the Corentyne Road
widened to 22 ft., "then it would have been
necessary to wait scvergl years until the widened
portion ol the embankme-{ had had sufficient time
to consolidatc™, will Government say how it has
been posaible to congtruct the road over new
deviations within one year? Is it 2 fact that
the Resident fngineer was zent to the U.K, and
the U.S.A, to secure acdequate equipment to. do
such ¢ job, that such equipment have been purchesed,
and that one 3heceps-foot roller &nd a pneumatic
tyre roller arc now lyiic unused at fCanje?

2., In view of Government's »eply in answer 2, that
the original speccifications were not (a) a stone
filled bacge course of 4" thickness (b) a 3" to 4"
wearing carpet, thereby giving an asphalt of
approximately 7" to 8", will Government state
whether this type of co struction was carried out
at parts of tho Sheet 4 chor Road 200~300 ft, to
iilegtone No, 27

3. In view of answer 3 (a) what is responsible for
the cracking of the Corentyne Roud, and how long
does it takc for volutile oils to be digpersed and
for traffic to reduce piroentages of voida? 1Is it
g fact that 2" chips put in as an armour course
are now disappecring in the sand-bitumen, and
cartwheel markings are 5till appearing? Is
Government cware that if the estimate of $1.,93
per =q, yd, as stated i answer 3(B) is correct,
then the estimated cozt for the construction
of the Ca entyne Road w’'ll be exceeded despitc the
wide publicity that sav 'ngs amounting to $100,000
will be effected?

4, In view of Answer 4 and nor thst 30 miles of road
have been constructed w 11 Government state the
following -

(a) The distances whe e the 9" thickness was
not concidered ne essary.

(b) The distancce whe e the 9" thickness was
congicdered necezsary and sufficicnt wo
distribute the loads safelv ovar the
sub-base,

The distanccs where greater than 9" thickness
was found to be nececssary,

~



Se

7.

8.

10.

11.

In view of the co=t at "y .26 per sq,yd, as
against $1,93 at Canje, why has this sytem

of construction not becn Implementced for the
congtruction of the Corentyn. Hoad cspecially
as the 13" ponetration csrpet on the East
Coast Roud has more mech nical strength in
relation to sand bhitumean?

In view ol the fact that a2ll sodern equipment
is et the disposgal of t Resident Engineer, is
Government suatisfleca th: ¢ labour costs are
approximately 20% - 8% of t he total costs of
the road?

In view ol answer 9, can Government tsble a chart
of the water tables in the wet anadry seuasons?

In visw of cnswer 11 will Government say whether
in the past a monthly soil tezt statement was
attached to the progressg reportez? If not, doss
Government consider 1t advisable that in fuiures
monthly soil tect statements should be attachod
to the progress reports, the =soill tests showing
(1) liquid limits, (2) plastic limite (3) bearing
strength, (4) tensile strength (5) sheer strength
(6) equilibriwm moisturs content (7) optimum
moisture content, '

Iz it a fact that the estimate for the construction
of the Lodge Villare Road was exceeded by $13,000,
and this excecs was mct from the Corentyne Road?

In view of answer 12, that the "Corentyne Road
1s not an experiment prior to the construction
of other future roadg" will Government state
reasons why experimental boards have been posted
at portions of the Core tyne Road?

In view of answer 13 th t "the Victor Diesel fingine
wag purchased as a spar unit for the Steam
generator on the bituminous mixing plant" will
Government state whether- it is possible that a
diesel engine can repla e a battery ignition
gasolene sngine when th ignition power 1is used

to ignite sprays of fuel pumped into tlie boiler?
Can a diesel engine sup ly ignition?

In view of answer 16, will Government give the
date when the prices oi drums were increased
from 24¢ to 40¢ per dr 1, and give also the
last receipt for drums purchased by the gateman
at 24¢°?
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Mr. Debidin gave notice of the ollowing questionss=-

l, What is the reason for he existing shortage
(chortage in the months of July and August
1952) in the Colony of (a) rice; (b) flour,
and (c) edible o0il?

2. Who is the person 2nd/or what is the department
responsible for checking and ensuring continuous
digtribution for local consumption of egch of the
aforssaid commodities?

3, Doesg the Oolony produce more than it consumos
in the following commo ities ~ (&) rice, (b)
edible 0il? what is th difference in quantity
between total productio and total local cone
sumption for each of th cormmodities in the

g€
yeare 1950, 19581 ana 19 27

Do e

4, Wwhat ig the totsl amount of rice exported from
the Colony for each of he monhths January,
February, Merch, April, May, June and July,
1952%

5. What coconut products w re exported, giving the
quantity of each produc particularly copra and
edible 5il, in tho year 1951, ard in each of the
monthe of Janusry to July, 1902, and giving the
country of destination n each casc?

6, What quantity of rice h s becn prepared in cartonms
for export, and what qu ntity to each country has
the rice in cartcns heer exported?

7, What quantity of rice h s been exported in 1951,
and during 1952 outside of the contract requirc-
ments of those Colonies to which the Rice Marketing
Board has been under comtract to supply rice in the
abovc period?

8. What is the quﬁntity exported to each of those non=

contract ccuntries (if any), in the aforesaid
period?

ORDER CF THE DAY

BILLS - First Reading

GAMBRLING FR=VIMNTION (AMSNDMENT) BILL, 1952

On a motion by the Attorne General seconded by the
Colonial Secrectary the BTLL intituled AN CRDINANCE FURTHER
TO ANZND THE GAMBLING PRIVENTIOY ORDINANMCE, CHAPTZER 95,

BY EXEMITING CERTAIN LOTTTRIES OM THE OFERATION OF TiE
PHOVISTIONS THELREOI was read the first time.



BRITISH GUIANA FILM SOCIETY (SP..CTAL PROVISIONS) BILL, 1952

On a motion by the Attorne_ General seconded by the
Colonial Secretary the BILL intituled AN ORDINaNCE TO EXEMI'T
THE BRITISH GUIaNA FILM SOCIAGTY FROM THE PLYMENT COF ENTERe
TaINMeNT DUTY IN RESPECT OF THw oXHIBITION OF CINEMATOGRAPH
FILMS, AND TO MnKE SPiACIAL PROVISION wWITH 8SPiCT TO SUCH
LAHIBITIONS was read the first time,

WEIGHTS AND MisSURmS (AMENDMENTY BILL, 1952

On a motion by the Attorney General seconded by the
Colonial Secretary the BILL int’ tuled aN ORDINANCE TO
AKMEND THE WAIGHTS AnD MpdBURAS RUDINANCE was read the
first time,

WIDOWS AND ORIHANS PENSION :MENDMENT BILL, 1952

On a motion by the Attorne General seconded by the
Colonial Secretary the BILL int tuled AN ORDINZNCE TO
AMEND THE WIDOWS X4ND ORPHANS P S3STON ORDINANCE wasg read
the first time.

SPIRITS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1952

On a motion by the Attorne General seconded by the
Colonial Secretary the BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE FURTHCR
TO &NMEND THi SPIRITS ORDIN&NCE “as read the first time,

MOTIGY BY DR, JAGAN RBGARDING & ESTICNS AND MOTICNS TABLLED
i THS LEGISLaT C C

Dr, Jugan moved and Mr., De idin scconded the followi ng
motion:=

BE IT R&a30LVED that t is Honourable Council
recommends that all questions asked in the Legislative
Council be replied to within four wceks and that all-
Members! motions be c¢onsidered within six months of
the time tabled,

After discussion, lesve wa granted Dr, Jagan to
withdraw the motion.

Motion withdrawn,

S DR. JLGAN'S MOTION REGARDING TH'@ INCREASE IN THE FARES AND
FREIGHT RATES OF THE TR-NSP RT AVND HARBOURS DEP#RTMENT

The following motion was m ved by Dr, Jagan:-

BE IT RESOLVED that this Council recommends to
Government that proposed increased fares and freight
charges for railway and st cmer services be none-
effective until such time s the Legislative Council
hes fully discussed the recent "Report of the

Committee appointed to cons’der Ways and Means of
Effecting Economies",



As the motion wes not second d, Dr, Jagan asked
leave to withdraw the motien,

Leave having been grunted, the metion was withdrawn,

GAMBLING PREZVENTION (aAMENDMENT) BILL, 1952

Wwith Council's consent and oo a motion by the attorney
General seconded by the Colonial Secretary the BILL intituled
8N ORDIN4ANCE FURTHZR TO AMEND THi GAMBLING PR&VEN TION
OnDINaNCE, CHsPTsR 95, BY EXEMrTING CeuRTsIN LOTT2RIZS
FROM THE OPERATION OF THE FROVIS (NS THEREGE{was read
the second time,

Council was then resolved into Cormittee to considoer
the Bill clause by clausce.

Clause 1 - was passed as printed

Clause 2 - Dr, Jagan moved the 1 sertion of the worde

Sub-para, "political, 1 bour"

between the words "or anisatiosn of a" and the
word "philanthropic".

After discussion, the amend ent was put and rejected
on the following division:~

Against
Dr, Jagan Mr, Smellie
Mr. Debidin Mr. Peters

Mr. Kendall

Mr. Fernandes

Mr. Farnum

Mr., Koth

Dr. 3ingh

The Attorney General
The Colonial Secrotary

2 9

Title and Enacting Clause - were passed as printoed,

Council recumed and on a mo ion by the Attorney General
seconded by the Colonial Secretary the Bill was read a
third time and passedas printed,

JUVENILE OFFENDERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1952

On motions by the ALttorney General seconded by the
Colonial Secretary the BILL int®tuled AN ORD INANCI FURTHER
TO ~MsND THE JUVENILE OFFzNDERS ORDINANCE waes read the
sccond time and thereafter take through itc remaining
steges and passed with the following amendmento:=

Clause 2 - 15B(2)

The word "of" was substituted for the word "or"
in the fourth linc,




INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL (»MeENDMENT) B LL, 19562

On motions by the Attorney General seconded by the
Colonial Secretary the BILL int_ tuled AN ORDINaNCE
FURTHzR TO aMEND THE GOVERNMZNT| INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL
ORDINANCE WITH ReSP&CT TO TH& PERIOD OF DETENTION OF
BOYS &ENT TO THZ GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL was read
the second time and thereafter taken through its remaine
ing stages and passed as printe .

BROWNE PENSION BILL, 1952

On motions by the Attorney General seconded by
the Colonial Secretary the BILL intituled AN ORDINAWNCE
TO MAKE SPECIAL PROVISION IN RE :ARD TO THE PENSIONABLE
SERVICEZ OF CYRIL RUTHERFORD BROWNE was read the second
time and thereafter taken through its remaining stages
and rasced withrthe fficllowing amendment:~

Clause 2 = The words "the purpose of" were inserted

beatween thce words "for" and "pension" in
the last line,

BLASTING OPERATIONS AMINDMENT BILL 1982

On motions by the Attorney General seconded by the
Colonial Secretary the BILL int tuled AN ORDINaNCEZ TO
ANMEND THE BLaSTING OFCERATIONS ORDINaNCm, 1930, IN RESPECT
OF THEr RuSGULLTION Oif PuRSOKS N aGuy IN BLASTING OPERATIONS
was the second time and thereafter taken through its remain-
ing stages and passed with the ollowing amendmentie

Clause 3 - the word "by" in the first line was deleted,

ADJOURNMEN T

The hour of adjournment having been reached, the
President ad journed Council to 2 p.m. on the following
day,

Conf rmed,

/
T8/l p
(S o ¥

President,

COUNCIL CH.MBER,
Fublic Buildings,
British Guiana,
lst August, 1952,
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