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MJ}TU'l1ES. of the Procuedings of --ho F'ourth Legislative
Council oi' the Colony of Bri ,ish Guiana at its 
Fourth Session, 1951-1952� h ld at the Public 
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THURSDAY, 31ST JULY, 1952, 

.i\T 2 P.M. 

PRESENT: 

His Excellency t .e Governor· Sir Charles 
Campbell Woolle , K,C;M.G., O.B.E., �.C. 

the Colonial Sec etary, 
Mr. J. Gutch, C.F.G., O.B.E. 

the Attorney Gen ral, Mr. F.W. Holder, Q.G. 
Dr. J.B. S ngh, .B.E. (Demerara-Essequibo) 
V. Heth, o.B.E. Nominat1:1d)
G.A.C. Farnum, 0 B • .:i:. (Nominated) 
J.P. Coghlnn (De erara Riv0r) 
D.P. Debidin (Eaitern Demerara}
J. Fernandes (G� rgetown Central)
Dr. G.r,1. Gonsalves ( •astern Berbice) 
Dr . C. Jagan (Ce tral Demerara) 
W. 0. �. Kendn 11 (l ew Amsterdam)
G.H. Smellie -(No inated) 
L.n.. Luckho0 (No ina ted) • 
A.T. Peters ( es ern Berbice). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Friday, tho 25th 
of July, 1952, as printed nnd c··rculateo., were taken ns 
read and confirmed. 

GOVERNMENT ITOTTCES 

The Attorney General gave otice of hi� intention 
�t n later stage to move th0 suspension of the relevant 
Standing Rules and Orders to ena le him to take the 
Gambling Prevention (Amendment) Bill, 1952, through 
all Dtnges. 

� UNOF1.t1,ICI!-i.L NO'i'IC.C::S 

D r. Jagan eave notice oft e following moti on:-

vVH.i�H�S in British Gu· ana there are a mul t ipl ic i ty 
of trade unions and in recent years an increase in the 
incidence of jurisdictiona disputes among trade 
unions; 

v AYD WI-IERBH,S in the U.S.li... to avoid jurisdictional 
o.isputes and the �rowtl of\ comrany unions, the National
�abour Relations board (N.f.R.B.) conducts a poll, 
and awards the union wit!;l ajority membership sole 
powers for purposes of col ac tive bargaining with 
the employers; 



AND NI-IBRE,�S the Gover monts of C�nada and 
Jamaica have adopted lG�ou -relations machinery 
similar to that of the u.j.A.; 

BE. IT RESOLVED that t 1is Council recommends 
to Government the enactment of legislation setting 
up labour relations .�echin�ry for the determination 
and award in cases of juri8dictinnal disputes to 
un tons with majority rnombe ·ship sole jurisdd.ction 
for purposes of collective bargaining. 

Dr. Jagan gnve notice of t. e foll owing questions:-

1. In view of answer 1 tha were tho Coren tyne Road
widened to 22 ft., 11the:p it would have beon
nece2sary to wait suverfl years until the widened
portion of the embankme t had had sufficient time
to consolid0t0 n , will Government say how it has
been possible to constr�ct the road over new
deviations within ono ye[ir? Is it o fact that
the Resident J:Ungineer w

t
1·s sent to the U.K, and 

the U.S.A. to secure ed quate equipment to.do
such a job, that such e uipment have been purchnsed,
and thot one Sho.eps-f.oo} roller and a p:r10umatic
type roller arc now lyi 1r� unused st Gan j e?

2. In view of Government's �eply in answer 2, that
the original spocificaticns w0re not (a) a stone
filled base couPse of 4 1i thi-ckness (b) a 3 11 to 4 11 

wearing c0rpet, thereby giving an asphalt .of
approximately 7 tt to 8 11

, will Government state
whether this type of co struction was carried out
at parts ·of th0 Sheet A chor Ro1ad 200-300 ft. to
Milestone No. 2?

3. In view of answer 3 (a) what is responsible for
the cracking of the Corentyne Roud, and how long
does it take for volatiie oils to be dispersed and
for traffic to reduce pJrcentages of voids? Is it
a fact that ¾" chips pu ! in as an armour course
are now dis appeur ing in the sand-bi turnen, nnd·
car twheel markings are 

1
till appearing? . Is

Government c warE:J thn t . i] the estimate of $1, 93
per sq. yd. as stated i answer 3{B) is correct,
then the estimated cost for the construction
of the Ccr· ontyne Road w· 11 be e.,<:ceeded despite the
wide publicity th8t sav·ngs amounting to $100,000
will be effected?

4. In view of Answer 4 and nON thnt 30 miles of road
have been constructed w 11 Government state the
following -

( 3) 

(b) 

The dlstances ·Nhe e the 9 11 thiclmess was 
not conridered ne essary. 
The distances whe e the 9 11 thickness was 
considered nece2sary and sufficiGnt to 
distribute the loads safely ov3r the 
sub-base. 
The distances where greater than 9 11 thickness 
was found to be necessary. 

r 



5. In view of the cost at··� .26 per sq.yd. as
agoi.nst $1.93 at Canje, �,hy has. this sytem 

· of construction not been implemented for the 
construction of t ho Coroetyn, Road especially 
as the 1¼11 penetration c rpe t on the East 
Coast Road has more mech nical strength in
relation to sand bitumen? 

6. In view of the feet that all r,odern equipment 
1s_ot th0 disposal of t Resident Engineer, is
Government satisfied trot labour costs are 
approximatc1ly 20% - 25% oft he total costs o.f
the rood? 

'7. In yiew oi' answer 9, ca·
of the water tnbles in 

8. In vtew of answer 11 wi
in the past a monthly s
attached to the progrcs
Government consider it 
monthly soil test st3te
to the progress reports
(1) liquid J,imits, (2) 
strone;th, ( 4)- tensile s
(6) equilibr·iurn rnoistur
moisture content. 

Go vernrnen t table a chart
he wet anddry seasons? 

1 Government say whethez•
il test statement was 
reports? If not, does 

dvisable that in futQ�e
ents should be attached

the soil tests showing 
lastic limits (3) bonring
rength (5) sheer strength

content (_7) optimum 

9. Is it a fact thc1t the ec:itimate for the construction
of the Lodge Villa.so HoJd was exceeded by $13,000, 
and this excess was mctlfr

_
om the Corentyne Road? 

10. In view of answer 12, tlhat the "Corentyne Road 
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reasons why experimental boards have been posted
at portions of the Core tyne Road? _ 

11. In vi0w of answer 13 th t 11 the Victor Diesel En3ine
was purchased as a spar wiit for the �team 
generator on the bitumihous mixine plant" will 
Government state whethe,· it is possible that a 
diesel engine can repla e a battery ignition 
gasolene engine when th ignition power is used 
to ignite sprays of fuel pumped into the boiler?
Can a diesel engine sup ly ignition? 

12 •. In view of answer 16, ¥ill Government give the
date when the prices 01 drums were increased 
fro� 24¢ to 40¢ per dr i, and give also the 
last receipt for dru.ms purchased by the gateman
at 24¢'? 



Mr. Debidin gave notice of the ollowing questions:-

1, What is the reason for he ·existing shortage 
(short�ge in the months of July and August, 
1952) in the Colony of (a) rice; (b) fl our, 
and {c) edible oil? 

2, Who is the person anc./o 
responsible for ch0ckin 

-distribution for local
aforesaid commodittes?

what is the departrnen t 
and ensuring· continuous 

onsumption of eqch of the 

3, Does the Oolony produce more than it consumes 
in the following commo ities - (a) rice, (b) 
edible oil? v·,ha t is th difference in quantity 
between totul productio, and total local con­
sumption for each of th se commoditi�s in the 
years 1950, 1951 and 19 2? 

4. What. is the total amoun, of rice exported from
the Colony for each of he ma1ths Jan uary,
February, Manch, April, May, June and July,
1952?

5, What coconut products w re exported, giving the 
quantity of each produc , particularly copra and 
edible oil, in the yearll95l,. arid in each of the 
months of' Janu::,ry to Ju:J.y, 19!32, and giving the 
country of de2tination n E:nch case? 

6, What quantity of rice h s been prepared in cartoms

for export, and what qu ntity to each country has 
the rice in cartons bee, exported? 

7,- What quantity of rice h 
and during 1�52 outside 
ments of those Colonies 
Board has been under 
above period? 

.

8, What is the quantity ex 
contract countries ( if 
period? 

BILLS - First Reading 

GAMBLilJG PR.uVZNTION (J\.MENDrrnNT 

s been exported in 1951, 
of the contract require-
to which the Rice Marketing 
tract to supply rice in the 

to each of those non­
in the afore so id 

1952 

On a motion by the Attorne General seconded by the 
Colon ia 1 Se ere tnry the BILL int ituled AN" ORDINANCE FURTHER 
TO Art.J:.'HD THE G,"..MBLING PREV�Y 1:i.'IOJ OR�INAfT CE, CHAPT.8R 95, 
BY EXEMTTING CERTAIN LOTTERIES OM THE OFERATION OF THE 
PHOVISIOl':S THER:GOii' was read the first time, 
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BRITISH GUIANA FILM SOCIETY j_§P_,CIAL PEOVISIONS) BILL, � 

On a motion by the �ttorne General seconded by the 
Colonial Secretnry the BILL intltuled AN ORDINriNCE TO EXEMFT
TH8 BRITISH GUIANA FIL.� SOCIETY' f:'ROM THB PilYMENT OJ:i' ENTBR­
TAINI{1EHT DUTY Ill RESP.GCT OP THE LXHIBI'rION OF CINEMP,TOGRhPH 
FILMS, AUD TO MAKE SPECIAL PROVISION WPI.1H tBSP.E;CT TO SUCH 
EXHIBITIONS was read the first time. 

On a motion by the A.ttorne:y General seconded by the 
Colonial Secretary the BILL lnt·tuled AN ORDINANCE TO 
il.IvillND THE WBIGHTS .tJ1TD Iri&l.BUR:2:S RDIN1iliCE was read the 
first time. 

/ WIDOWS AND ORPIU�NS PENSION 1 .. MENDMENT BILL, 1952

On a motion by the Attorne 
Colonial Secretary the BILL int 
AMEND THE WIDOWS M.JD ORPHANS P 
the first time. 

J SPIRITS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1952

General seconded by trn 
tuled AN ORDINJUICE TO 
SION ORDINANCE was read 

On a motion by the Attorne General seconded by the 
Colonial Secretary the BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE F'URTHER 
TO i.WEND THE SPIRP.rs ORD lli1i.NCE I as read the first time•

M0�IO{ BY DR. JAGAN RBGARDING Q ESTIONS .llND MOTIONS TABLED 
{ THZ LEGISLil.T C C 

Dr. Jagan moved and Mr. De id 1n seconded the followi. ng 
motion: .. 

BE IT R�30LVED that t is Honourable Council 
recommends th::it all questiams nsked in the Legislative 
Council be replied to within four ·weeks and ,th:! t all·
Member s' motions be consid�red within six months of 
the time tabled. 

�fter discu ssion, leave wa granted Dr. Jagan to 
withdraw the motion. 

Motion withdrawn. 

� DR. JAGAN Is MOTION REGARDING TH I INCREASE nr Tiill FARES AND 
FREIGHT RATES OF' THE TR."NSP RT AND HARBOURS DEPARTMENT 

The following motion was m
l 

ved by Dr, Jagan:-

BE IT RESOLVED that this Council recommends to

Government that proposed i�creosed fares and freight 
charges fo1 railway and s t  amer services be non­
effective until such time s the Legislative Counc,il 
has fully disc ussed the repent "Report of the 

Committee appointed to cons"der Ways and Means of 
Effecting Economies"• 
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As the motion was not s�cond'd, Dr. Jagan asked 
leave to withdraw the motion. 

Leave having been gr1.:nted, the motion was withdrawn. 

( GAMBLING PREVENTION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1952 

With Council's consent and o, a motion by the Attorney 
General seconded by the Colonial Secretary the BILL intit uled 
4N ORDINANCE FURTHER TO AMEND Tff Gh.MBLING PR�VBNTION 
OhDIN�NC�, CliliPT�R 95, BY EXEMFTJ1NG CERT�IN LOTT.ci:RIES 
FROM THE OPERATION OF THE FROVIS ONS THEREO�was re:Jd 
the second time. 

Council was then resolved irto Connnlttee to consider 
the Bill clause by clause. 

Clause 1 - was passed as printed 

Clause 2 - Dr. Jagan moved the i sertion of the words 
Sub-para, "political, 1 bour 11

(a H iil 
between the words 11 or anisation of a 11 and the 
word "philanthropic". 

After discussion, the amend ent was put end rejected 
on the f o 11 owing div is ion : -

Dr. Jagan 
Mr. Debidin 

2 

Against 

Mr. Smellie 
Mr. Peters 
Mr. Kendall 

Mr. Fernandes 
Mr. Farnum 
Mr. Roth 
Dr. Singh 
The Attorney General 
The Colonial Secretary 

9 

Title and Enacting Clause - were passed as printed. 

Council resumed and on a mo ion by the Attorney General

seconded by the Colonial Secreta, y the B•lll was read a 
third time and passedJ;J.s printed. 

JUVENILE OFFENDERS (AMENDMENT) 1952 

On motions by the Attorney General seconded by the 
Colonial Secretary the BILL int·tuled AN ORDlliANCE FURTHER 
TO AMEND THE JUVENILE OFFENDERS ORDINANCE was read the 
second time and thereafter take through its remaining 
stages and passed with the following amendment�:-

Clause 2 - 15Bt_2) 

The word 11of 11 was 
in th0 fourth lino, 

fo;- the word 11 or 11
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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL (.11.MENDMENT) B LL, 1952 

On motions -0y the Attorney General seconded by the 
Colonial Secretary the BILL int tuled AN ORDIN�NGE 
FURTHER TO AMEND THE GOVERNMENTJ INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL 
ORDINAI\f GE WITH RESPECT TO THE PERIOD OF DETENTION OF 
BOYS &ENT TO THE GOVERNMEN"T INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL was read 
the second time and thereafter taken through its remain­
ing stages and passed as printe • 

t- BROWNE PENSIOI� BILL, 1952

On motions by the Attorney General seconded by
the ·colonial Secretary the BILL intituled AN ORDINANCE
TO IvUU<:E SPECIAL PROVISION IN RE ARD TO THE PENSIONABLE
SERVICE OF GYRIL RUTHERFORD BRO�E was read the second
time and thereafter taken throu�h its remaining stages
and passed wlthrtha,.:b"ollowing amendment: ..

I Clause 2 - Tho words II the purwose of" were in�erted
betw een the words 'fbr" and "pens ion II in 
the last line. 

/_ BIJiSTING OPERATIONS AMENDMENT BILL 1962 

On motions by the Attorney General seconded by th0 
Colonial Secretury the BILL int·tuled AN ORDINr1.NCE TO 
AMEND THE BLASTING OPERnTIOl'.-"iS O mINMJC.ti;, 1930, IN RESPECT 
OF 11.'Illi REGUI.li.TION OP Pl!:RSONS .Lili"rtG:&.i Il\T Bl.JiSTING OPERATIONS 
was the second time and thereafter taken through its remain­
ing stages and passed with the ollo wing amendmenti• 

Clause 3 _; 'l'he word 11 by11 in the first 1 ine was deleted. 

Af)JO URNMElf T 

The hou r of adjournment having been reached, the 
President adjourned Council to 2 p.m. on the following 
day. 

COUNCIL CHJ.MBER, 
Pu�lic Building� 
Bl'it ish Guiana. 
1st Ausust, 1952. 

Conf rmed, 

Pres ide.n t • 
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