NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 6™ SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST
SESSION (2020) OF THE TWELFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD
AT 10.00 A.M.
ON THURSDAY, 17T SEPTEMBER, 2020
IN THE DOME OF THE ARTHUR CHUNG CONFERENCE CENTRE,
LILIENDAAL, GREATER GEORGETOWN
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Hon. Sonia S. Parag, M.P., Minister of the Public Service

Junior Ministers (4)
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COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 10.02 a.m.

PRAYERS
The Clerk led in Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER
The Speaker made the following announcements:

(1) Birthday Greetings
The Speaker extended birthday greetings and best wishes to the Hon. Zulfikar

Mustapha, M.P., Minister of Agriculture.

(2) Rulings of the Speaker

The Speaker stated that criticisms of rulings by the Speaker is not allowed, according
to Standing Order #46. The Speaker made mentioned of a very offensive post on
social media by an Honourable Member and that it was his wish that positive action
be taken to remove the post. The Speaker said that Members should be guided by the
rules of procedure of the National Assembly. He stated that Members should not
display placards in the House. He informed the House that certain language/words
like (lie, shut up, and shut your mouth, and so on). are not permitted.



PUBLIC BUSINESS
(1) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
MOTION
BUDGET SPEECH 2020 - MOTION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE ESTIMATES OF
EXPENDITURE FOR 2020

Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure

for the financial year 2020.
(Moved by the Minister of Finance on 2020-09-09)

The following Members spoke to the motion:
Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P.
Hon. Nigel Dharamlall, M.P., Minister of Local Government and Regional Development
Hon. Ganesh Mahipaul, M.P.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING
At 11.58 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING
At 1.19 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

The Assembly resumed the debate on the motion.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:
Hon. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P.
Hon. Jermaine Figueira, M.P.
Hon. Charles Ramson, M.P., Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport
Hon. Chistopher Jones, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip
Hon. Frank Anthony, M.P., Minister of Health



SUSPENSION OF SITTING
At 4.58 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING
At 5.18 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

COVID-19 Update
Speaker informed Members that he had spoken to Dr. Payne, Deputy Head of the COVID-19
Centre and learnt that the World Health Organisation criteria for the release of COVID-19

patients from isolation was ten days after symptom onset, plus at least three additional days
without symptoms. The Speaker informed Members that if all goes well, he will be physically at
the Sitting on Monday, 21% September, 2020.

The Assembly resumed the debate on the motion.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:
Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.
Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P., Minister of Agriculture
Hon. David Patterson, M.P.
Hon. Brindley Benn, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs

The Hon. Priya Manickchand, M.P., Minister of Education moved that the Sitting continue
beyond 8.00 p.m. to enable the remaining speakers on the schedule to make their presentations.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:
Hon. Geeta Chandan-Edmond, M.P.
Hon. Sarah Browne, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Amerindian
Affairs.



ADJOURNMENT
At 8.48 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of Education, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00
a.m. on Friday, 18" September, 2020.

HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P.,
Hon. Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,
Public Buildings,
Brickdam,

Georgetown.

17t September, 2020.



