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5. 

 
Officers (2) 
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly 

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly 

                             

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING 

The Sitting commenced at 10.35 a.m. 

 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk led in Prayers. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-  

The Speaker made the following announcements: 

1) LATE START OF THE SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
The Honourable Speaker apologised for the late start of the Sitting of the National Assembly 

and informed Members that it was due to technical difficulties.  

 

2) PETITION RECEIVED FROM HON. LENOX SHUMAN, M.P., DEPUTY SPEAKER 

OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

The Speaker informed Members of the National Assembly that at 9.40 a.m., received a 

Petition from the Clerk of the National Assembly but due to the late receipt he was unable to 

read it, hence it could not have been placed on the Order Paper for that day’s Sitting.  

 

3) CONGRATULATORY GREETINGS 

The Speaker extended congratulations to the new Executive Members of the Peoples 

National Congress. 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-  

By the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance (Chairperson of the Committee on 

Appointments):  

Third Report of the Committee on Appointments in relation to the Appointment of 

Members to the Police Service Commission.  

                   (Circulated)  

 

PUBLIC BUSINESS  

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS  

BILLS – Second Readings  

ITEM 1      -      LOCAL CONTENT BILL 2021 – Bill No. 21/2021 published on 2021-12-15  

The Minister of Natural Resources moved the second reading of the following  

    Bill:       

     

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the implementation of local 

content obligations on persons engaged in petroleum operations or related 

activities in the petroleum sector; to prioritise Guyanese nationals and Guyanese 

companies in the procurement of goods and services for the enhancement of the 

value chain of the petroleum sector; to enable local capacity development; to 

provide for the investigation, supervision, co-ordination, monitoring and 

evaluation of, and participation in, local content in Guyana; to promote 

competitiveness and encourage the creation of related industries that will sustain 

the social and economic development of Guyana; and for other related matters.  

         (Read a first time on 2021-12-16)   

  

 The following Members spoke to the motion: 

  Hon. David Patterson, M.P. 

 Hon. Mohabir Nandlall, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal   

Affairs 
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SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 12.25 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.      

       

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 1.50 p.m., the Sitting was resumed. 

 

Assembly resumed the debate on the Local Content Bill 2021. 

 

The following Members also spoke to the motion: 

  Hon. Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., Minister of Public Works 

  Hon. Deonarine Ramsaroop, M.P. 

  Hon. Oneidge Walrond, M.P., Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce   

Hon. Shurwayne Holder, M.P. 

Hon. Lenox Shuman, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 

Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P. 

Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with 

Responsibility for Finance 

Hon. Mark Phillips, M.P., Prime Minister 

Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan 

 

Presiding by Hon. Dharamkumar Seerai, M.P. 

At 4.15 p.m. while the Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., was speaking to the motion, the Speaker 

withdrew from the Chamber and Hon. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P., took the Chair. 

 

Speaker’s Return to the Chamber 

At 4.21 p.m. the Speaker returned to the Chamber. 

 

Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan continued and concluded his speech. 
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8. 

 

Thereafter, the Minister of Natural Resources replied.  

 

The Bill was then read a second time. 

 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

 

In Committee 

Clause 1 was passed as printed. 

 

Clause 2 

(i) The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendments which were put 

and carried: 

 “(1) By the substitution for the definition of “Guyanese Company”, of the following –  

 

“Guyanese company” means –  

 

Cap 89:01                               (a) any company incorporated under the Companies Act –  

(i) which is beneficially owned by Guyanese nationals who 

ultimately exercise, individually or jointly, voting rights 

representing at least fifty-one per cent of the total issued shares of 

the company; and 

(ii) that has Guyanese nationals holding at least seventy-

five percent of executive and senior management positions and at 

least ninety percent of non-managerial and other positions; or  

 

(b) any partnership between Guyanese nationals and a company 

constituted under subclause  

Cap 89:02  (a) in accordance with the Partnership Act.”   

           /…9 



      9. 

 

(ii) Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendment which was put and negatived: 

   

“Guyanese national” means a citizen of Guyana; by birth” 

  

Clause 2 was then passed as amended. 

 

Clauses 3, 4 and 5 were passed as printed. 

 

Clause 6 

(i) Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendments which were put and negatived: 

“New Clause 6 (2) (a) Any Guyanese national or Guyanese company, whose application  

has been refused has the right to appeal to an independent review 

panel appointed by the Minister, comprising of not less than three 

persons, one of whom must be from civil society”.  

 

“New Clause 6 (9)  The Secretariat shall cause to be published on the website of the  

Ministry responsible for petroleum or any other media in wide 

circulation the Local Content Register, which shall be updated 

quarterly”. 

 

(ii) The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendment which was put and 

carried: 

 By the insertion, immediately after subclause (8), of the following -  

“(9) The Secretariat shall cause the Local Content Registers to be 

published on the website of the Ministry responsible for petroleum or any 

other media of wide circulation.”. 
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Clause 6 was then passed as amended. 

 

Clauses 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 were passed as printed. 

 

Clause 13 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the following 

amendment which was put and negatived: 

“New Clause 13 (7)   A Contractor, sub-Contractor or Licensee without the written permission  

of the Minister acting on the advice of the Secretariat and the Local 

Content Oversight Committee, shall not enter into any contract in excess 

of (3) three years.” 

 

Clause 13 was then passed as printed. 

 

Clauses 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 were passed as printed. 

 

Part V 

(i)       Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendments which were put and negatived: 

“New Heading Part V -    Delete INTER-AGENCY COMMITTEE replace with LOCAL  

CONTENT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE. 

 

New Marginal Note (Part V)   -  Establishment of Local Content Oversight Committee”. 

 

(ii)     The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendment which were put 

and carried: 

“By the substitution for the words “Inter-Agency Committee” and Inter-agency Advisory 

Committee”’ of the words “Local Content Advisory Committee”, wherever it appears.”  
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Part V was then passed as amended. 

 

Clause 20 

(i)      Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendments which were put and negatived: 

 

Clause 20 (1)     –  “There is to be established a committee to be known as the Local Content  

Oversight Committee”. 

 

Clause 20 (2)    -    “The Committee shall consist of not than seven members appointed by  

the President: after nominations from the agencies adumbrated in 20 (3) 

are deliberated on by the Committee of Appointments of the National 

Assembly”. 

 

Clause 20 (3)  -   “The Members appointed to the Committee shall be selected from the  

following agencies: 

    (a) Office of the President  

    (b) Ministry of Labour 

    (c) Private Sector Commission  

    (d) National Toshaos Council 

    (e) Guyana Bar Association  

    (f) Labour Union Representative  

    (g) Parliamentary Opposition 

    (h) Guyana Association of Professional Engineers 

    (i) Transparency International Guyana Inc. 

    (j) Representative from local Petroleum Organisations  
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(ii)     The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendments which were put 

and carried: 

 “In subclause (3), -  

  (a) in paragraph (n), by the deletion of the word “and”; 

  (b) in paragraph (o), by the substitution for the full stop of a semi-colon; 

  (c) By the insertion, immediately after paragraph (o), of the following –  

   “(p) National Toshaos Council; 

     (q) Guyana Bar Association 

     (r) Parliamentary Opposition; and  

     (s) Representative from local Petroleum Organisations.” 

 

 

(iii)      Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendment which was put and negatived: 

 

Clause 20 (4)    -        “The President shall appoint a Chairperson of the Committee from amongst  

              the members of the Committee”. 

 

 

(iv)     The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendment which was put 

and carried: 

“In subclause (4), by deletion of the words “and a Vice Chairperson” 

 

(v)     Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendment which was put and negatived: 

 

“Clause 20 (4) (a)   -    “A Vice Chairperson of the committee shall be elected at the first  

meeting of the Committee”. 
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(vi)    The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendment which was put and 

carried: 

By insertion, immediately after subclause (4), of the following –  

“(5) A Vice Chairperson of the Committee shall be elected at the first meeting of  

       the Committee.”. 

 

(vii)  Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendment which was put and negatived: 

“Clause 20 (5)     -      “The members of the Committee shall be appointed for a term of  

two years, which term may be renewed by the President”. 

 

(viii) The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendments which were put 

and carried: 

“By the renumbering of subclauses (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10) and (11) to subclause (6),  

      (7), (8), (9), (10), (11) and (12)”. 

 

(ix)     Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendments which were put and negatived: 

“Clause 20 (7)    -     “The function of the Committee is to provide oversight of the  

Secretariat in the discharge of its functions and to provide the 

Minister with recommendations”.  

 

Clause 20 (8)  -  “The Committee may determine and document its own procedure  

for discharging its functions”. 

 

(x)   The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendments which were put 

and carried: 

“In the new subclause (8), by the insertion, immediately after the word “capacity”, of  

     the words “and to provide the Minister with recommendations.”. 
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 In the new subclause (9), by the insertion immediately after the word “determine”, of  

      the words “and document”.”  

 

Clause 20 was then passed as amended. 

 

Clauses 21 and 22 were passed as printed. 

 

Clause 23  

The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendment which was put and carried: 

“In subclause (3)(g), by the insertion, immediately after the words “summary conviction 

to a”, of words “fine of”.” 

 

Clause 23 was then passed as amended. 

 

Clauses 24, 25 and 26 were passed as printed. 

 

The First Schedule   

(i)      Mr. David Patterson, M.P., seconded by Mr. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., moved the 

following amendments which were put and negatived: 

Sectors and Sub-Sector for Guyanese Businesses End of 2022 

1. Rental of Office 100% 

2. Accommodation Services (apartments and houses) 100% 

4. Surveying 90% 

7. Construction Work for Building – onshore 100% 

8. Structural Fabrication (cutting, bending, and assembling of steel products) – onshore  75% 

9. Waste Management (disposal, and waste transport services) – Non-hazardous Waste 100% 

10. Waste Management (disposal, and waste transport services) – Hazardous Waste 60% 

11. Storage Services (warehousing) 100% 

12. Janitorial and Laundry Services 100% 

13. Catering Services 100% 

21. Pest Control Extermination Services 100% 



26. Transportation Services  

           a. Trucking 100% 

           b. Ground Transportation – movement of personnel  100% 

29. Industrial Cleaning Services – onshore  100% 

30. Security Services 100% 

34. Local Insurance Services 100% 

35. Accounting Services 90% 

36. Local Legal Services 100% 

39. Engineering and Machining   

      a. Engineering 75% 

      b. Machining  5% 

40. Local Marketing and Advertising Services (public relations) 100% 

 

 

(ii)    The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendments which were put and 

carried: 

(1) “In paragraph 34, by the substitution for the words “90%”, of the words “100%”. 

 

(2) In paragraph 35 – 

(a) by the insertion, immediately before the words “Accounting Services”, of the     

     word “Local”; and  

  (b) by the substitution for the words “20%, of the words “90%”.” 

 

The First Schedule was then passed as amended. 

 

The Second Schedule   

The Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendments which were put and 

carried: 

(1) “By the substitution for the headnote “1. Employment Sub-Plans”, of the headnote  

    “Employment Sub-Plan”. 
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(2) In paragraph (1)(b)(iii) of the Employment Sub-Plan, by the insertion, immediately 

after the words “Guyanese nationals”, of the words, “including equal remuneration”. 

 

(3) In clause (1)(a)(iii) of the Procurement Sub-Plan, by the renumbering of subclauses 

(4), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), and (10), to subclauses (aa), (bb), (cc), (dd), (ee), (ff), and (gg).” 

 

The Second Schedule was then passed as amended. 

 

Assembly resumed 

On a motion by the Minister of Natural Resources, the Local Content Bill 2021 was read a 

third time and passed as amended. 

 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 5.49 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.      

       

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 6.59 p.m., the Sitting was resumed. 

 

At 7.00 p.m., the Hon. Christopher Jones, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip asked that the Natural 

Resource Fund Bill 2021 be sent to a Special Select Committee. 

 

ITEM 2      -      NATURAL RESOURCE FUND BILL 2021 – Bill No. 20/2021 published on   

   2021-12-15  

While the Senior Minister in the Office the President with Responsibility for    

Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill, the Members of the A 

Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change, created grave disorder in 

the Assembly:  

  

         /…17 



    17. 

 

A BILL intituled AN ACT to establish the Natural Resource Fund to 

manage the natural resource wealth of Guyana for the present and future benefit 

of the people and for the sustainable development of the country, and for 

connected matters.  

        (Read a first time on 2021-12-16)  

 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 7.05 p.m., the Speaker suspended the Sitting due to gross disorder by Members of the A 

Partnership for National Unity/Alliance for Change.       

      

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 8.05 p.m., the Sitting was resumed. 

 

Assembly resumed the debate on the Natural Resource Fund Bill 2021. 

 

At 8.10 p.m., while the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for 

Finance continued his speech, some Members of the APNU/AFC removed the Mace from the 

Speaker’s table and took it out of the Chamber. 

 

At 8.15 p.m., a replacement Mace was used to continue and conclude the Sitting.  

 

The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance continued and 

concluded his speech. 

 

Thereafter, the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance and Government Chief Whip 

moved that the question by put and that the Bill be read for a second time. 

 

The Bill was then read a second time. 
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Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

 

In Committee 

Clauses 1 to 47 were passed as printed. 

 

The First and Second Schedules were passed as printed. 

 

Assembly resumed 

On a motion by the Senior Minister in the Office the President with Responsibility for 

Finance, the Natural Resource Fund Bill 2021 was read a third time and passed as printed. 

 

WITHDRAWAL OF THE MEMBERS OF THE A PARTNERSHIP FOR NATIONAL 

UNITY AND ALLIANCE FOR CHANGE 

At 8.29 p.m., the Members of the A Partnership for National Unity and Alliance for Change 

withdrew from the Chamber. 

 

 

ITEM 3      -      FISCAL MANAGEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY (AMENDMENT)  

   BILL 2021 – Bill No. 17/2021 published on 2021-12-10     

                           The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for    

                            Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:  

  

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Fiscal Management and  

Accountability Act and the Audit Act.      

(Read a first time on 2021-12-13)  

 

The Hon. Mohabir Nandlall, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs spoke to 

the motion.  
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Thereafter, the Senior Minister in the Office the President with Responsibility for Finance 

replied. 

 

The Bill was then read a second time. 

 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

 

In Committee 

Clauses 1 to 6 were passed as printed. 

 

Assembly resumed 

On a motion by the Senior Minister in the Office the President with Responsibility for 

Finance, the Fiscal Management and Accountability (Amendment) Bill 2021 was read a third 

time and passed as printed. 

     

NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS 

The Prime Minister extended New Year’s Greetings to the Speaker of the National Assembly, 

Members of Parliament, Clerk of the National Assembly, staff of the Parliament Office, the 

media, Members of the Guyana Police Force, and the staff of the Arthur Chung’s Conference 

Centre. The Hon. Lenox Shuman, M.P., Deputy Speaker and the Speaker of the National 

Assembly joined the Prime Minister in extending New Year’s Greetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

/…20  

 

  



20. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 9.57 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to a date to be 

fixed. 

                                                                                                           

 

…………………………………………………….. 

                 HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P.,  

      Speaker of the National Assembly 
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