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COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING 

The Sitting commenced at 2.28 p.m. 

 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk led in Prayers. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-  

The Speaker made the following announcements: 

1) LETTER RECEIVED FROM THE HON. JOSEPH HARMON, M.P., LEADER OF 

THE OPPOSITION 

The Honourable Speaker informed Members of the National Assembly that at 11.40 a.m., he 

received a letter from Hon. Joseph Harmon, M.P., Leader of the Opposition informing him 

that he would be resigning as Leader of the Opposition with immediate effect.   

 

2) LATE COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING  

The Speaker apologized to Members of the National Assembly for the late commencement of 

the Sitting.  

 

3) INACCURATE AND DISTORTED COMMENTS MADE BY HONOURABLE 

MEMBERS 

“Hon Members, of late I have been aware of several inaccurate and distorted comments 

inside the House and outside of the Assembly, these being made by Hon Members, many oof 

whom should know better. Many of these inaccurate and distorted comments relate to the 

issue of questions and motion.   

 



I use this opportunity to outline the process of how Questions and Motions qualify for the 

Order Paper. 

 

When questions and motions are received by the Clerk of the National Assembly, they are 

read to ensure that they are in keeping with Standing Order No. 20 and Standing Order No. 

26, respectively.  

 

If in the opinion of the Clerk questions and motions are in, or out of order, he would advise 

the Speaker accordingly. However, under the Standing Orders, the Speaker of the National 

Assembly has the sole authority to determine the admissibility/inadmissibility of questions 

and motions. 

 

Further, if a question or motion is disallowed by the Speaker, his decision is conveyed to the 

member by the Clerk of the National Assembly. The Speaker is not required, under the 

Standing Orders, to give reasons for disallowing questions and motions. 

 

After a question or motion is approved by the Speaker, the member is notified and thereafter 

the question or motion is published on Notice Paper.  

 

A Question is published on Notice Paper 21 clear days before it is placed on the Order Paper.  

A Government Motion is published on Notice Paper 6 clear days before it is placed on the 

Order Paper.  Notwithstanding, Standing Order 28(2) states, “With the consent of the 

Speaker, a Government motion may be placed upon the Order Paper for the Sitting of the day 

following that on which notice was given to the Clerk”. A Private Member’s motion is 

published on Notice Paper 12 clear days before it is placed on the Order Paper”. 

 

 

 

 

 



The following is a Summary of Private Members’ Motions and Questions submitted to the 

Clerk of the National Assembly during the present Twelfth Parliament: 

 

Private Members’ Motions 

Number of 

Motions 

Received by the 

Parliament 

Office 

Number of 

Motions 

approved by the 

Speaker of the 

National 

Assembly 

Number of Motions 

disallowed by the 

Speaker of the 

National Assembly 

Number of 

Motions on 

the Order 

Paper 

Number of 

Motions to be 

published on 

Notice Papers 

12 6 6 3 1 

 

 

Private Members’ Questions on Notice 

 

Number Questions 

Received by the 

Parliament Office 

Number of Questions approved 

with/without amendments by 

the Speaker of the National 

Assembly 

Number of Questions 

disallowed by the Speaker of 

the National Assembly 

469 412 57 

   

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-  

By the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance:  

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures of Guyana for the financial year 2022.  

(Circulated)  



MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   

MOVED BY A MINISTER- 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS NOS. 10(2) AND 38(9)(a)  

The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance moved the following motion:  

  

  BE IT RESOLVED:  

That Standing Orders Nos. 10(2) and 38(9)(a) be suspended to enable the Senior 

Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance to complete 

uninterrupted the reading of the Budget Speech for 2022 at the Sitting of the National 

Assembly on Wednesday, 26th January, 2022.  

(Notice Paper No. 167 (M36  Govt 23) published on 2022-01-24)  

  

 The motion was put and carried. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-  

   

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS 

MOTION 

BUDGET FOR 2022 

In accordance with Article 171(2) of the Constitution, the Senior Minister in the Office of 

the President with Responsibility for Finance signified that Cabinet had recommended that the 

National Assembly should proceed upon the motion for the approval of the Estimates of 

Expenditure for the financial year 2022. 

              

The Minister then moved the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the 

financial year 2022 of the total sum of $277,431,968,000 excluding $23,287,043,000 which is 

chargeable by law (See Appendix). 

 

The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance read the 

Budget Speech. 



 

The motion was then proposed. 

  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 7.50 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00 a.m., on 

Monday, 30th January, 2022. 

 

 

…………………………………………………….. 
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      Speaker of the National Assembly 
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