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Officers (2) 
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COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING 

The Sitting commenced at 2.23 p.m. 

 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk led in Prayers. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER- 

1. INVITATION TO THE HON. PRIME MINISTER 

The Speaker informed the House that he extended an invitation to the Hon. Prime 

Minister, who was performing the duties of the Office of the President, to join him in the 

gallery to listen to the Budget Speech.  

 

2. BEST WISHES FOR 2023 

The Speaker, on behalf of the Clerk, staff of the Parliament Office, his family and his 

own behalf, as they met for the first time in 2023. He extended best wishes to the 

Members for 2023. 

 

3. WELCOME OF STUDENTS 

The Speaker also extended a warm welcome to the students of Chase Academy and 

President College who were present in the gallery that day.   
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                                                                      6.      

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS- 

By the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance: 

(i)       Government Notice No. 1/2023, regarding Notification Receipts of all petroleum 

revenues paid into the Natural Resource Fund during the period 1st October, 2022 to 

31st December, 2022. 

(Circulated) 

       

(ii)       Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure of Guyana for the financial year 2023. 

(Circulated) 

(iii)       Financial Paper No. 4/2022 – Supplementary Estimates (Capital) – Advances made 

from the Contingency Fund totalling $3,812,999,559 for the period 2022-11-30 to 

2022-12-31. 

                     (Circulated) 

The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance, informed the 

House that the Financial Paper will be considered immediately after the consideration of the 

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for 2023. 

 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE- 

For Oral Replies 

1. *TESTING AT THE LINDEN HOSPITAL 

Hon. Jermaine Figueira, M.P., asked the Minister of Health the following question: 

 

*Can the Minister inform this House whether the Linden Hospital as of June 30, 2022, was 

administering blood gases testing, viral load testing, and cardiac enzyme testing, given the 

size of the population it serves and its proximity to the Georgetown Public Hospital?   

(Notice Paper No. 206 (Q154 Opp.154) published on 2022-11-02) 

 

Thereafter, the Minister of Health replied. 
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2. *DRUGS AT THE LINDEN HOSPITAL 

Hon. Jermaine Figueira, M.P., asked the Minister of Health the following question: 

 

*Can the Minister inform this House whether as of June 30, 2022, the Linden Hospital had 

adequate supplies of the following drugs listed below: 

Captopril, Anti-rhesus D, Hydralazine Injections, Adenosine, and 

Nitroprusside Sodium?  

(Notice Paper No. 207 (Q155 Opp.155) published on 2022-11-02) 

 

Thereafter, the Minister of Health replied. 

 

3. *THE CHARLES ROSA SCHOOL OF NURSING  

Hon. Jermaine Figueira, M.P., asked the Minister of Health the following questions: 

 

1. (a)*Can the Minister inform this House whether Charles Rosa School of Nursing in  

       Linden was in operation as of June 30, 2022? 

(b) *Can the Minister further inform this House if his answer to (1)(a) is yes, how 

many of the students for the year 2022 are from Linden?  

(c) *Can the Minister also inform this House of the number of students at the nursing 

school who are not from Linden? 

(Notice Paper No. 208 (Q156 Opp.156) published on 2022-11-02)  

 

Thereafter, the Minister of Health replied. 

 

Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P., asked the Minister of Health supplementary questions. 

 

Thereafter, the Minister of Health replied. 
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For Written Replies 

4. STATUS OF GUYANA’S HIGH COMMISSIONER TO INDIA 

In accordance with Standing Orders No. 22(9), the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and 

Governance, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, moved 

that the answers to the following questions be deferred: 

 

1. Can the Hon. Minister advise whether Mr. Charrandas Persaud has ceased to 

function as Guyana's High Commissioner to India and if so, as of what date? 

 

2. Can the Hon. Minister advise whether the Government of Guyana has sent a 

Letter of Recall to the Government of India, recalling Mr. Charrandas Persaud as 

High Commissioner of Guyana to India, and, if so, on what date was the letter 

sent? 

(Notice Paper No. 221 (Q166 Opp.166) published on 2022-12-12) 

 

5. OLD AGE PENSION  

Member Asking:   Ms. Volda Lawrence, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Human Services and Social Security  

1. Can the Minister provide the House with the mechanism used by her Ministry 

on the sum of $28,000.00 (Twenty-Eight thousand Guyana Dollars) as a one-

off payment to Pensioners as opposed to an increase on their present Old Age 

Pension? 

 

2. Would the Minister outline her Ministry’s Policy on the payment of Old Age 

Pension to Pensioners who spend time overseas on holidays or to seek 

medical attention? 

(Notice Paper No. 223 (Q167 Opp.167) published on 2022-12-12) 
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ANSWERS 

1. “As the Honourable Member is no doubt aware, there were two one-off cash grants each 

equivalent to one month's old age pension ($28,000). These were in addition to the 

increase given to our elderly above the age of 65. Due to the Covid 19 pandemic and the 

global fuel and food crisis, the government took a decision to bring further relief to our 

pensioners. 

 

It should be noted that the PPPC administration has given an increase of 37% in old age 

pension within the two years that we have been in government as well as two one-off 

cash grants. In contrast, the APNU/AFC government increased old age pension from 

$13,125 to $20,500, an increase of 56% over 5 years, and gave no relief when the Covid  

19 pandemic began in 2020. 

 

The PPPC government remains committed to ensuring that our elderly are afforded a 

better quality of life and we will continue to implement policies and programmes which 

will benefit our pensioners. 

 

2. The statutory conditions are stipulated in the Old Age Pensions Act. 

The policy of the former government, inherited in 2020, was that persons were required 

to be residents in Guyana for two years immediately preceding the claim for pension has 

remained intact. However, if a pensioner is in receipt of a pension book has been out of 

the country on holiday or seeking medical attention and was unable to cash his/her 

coupons, this can be facilitated once the pensioner can show proof of a valid form of 

Guyanese identification”. 
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6. GAS TO SHORE PIPELINE PROJECT 

Member Asking:   Ms. Volda Lawrence, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Prime Minister  

(a) What is the cost of the Gas-to-shore pipeline project? 

 

(b)Where or whom is the Government sourcing the financing from and what are the terms     

     and conditions? 

 

(c)Would this create a contingent liability on the Government of Guyana if Exxon is unable to   

     repay the Loan? 

(Notice Paper No. 224 (Q168 Opp.168) published on 2022-12-12) 

 

ANSWERS 

(a) “(i)The pipeline cost is USSIB which includes the entire pipeline, enabling works.    

contingencies. and supervision by Exxon for infrastructural development. 

 

(ii)The above does not include the (a) EPC costs of the 300 M W CC Power Plant and the 

Natural Gas Liquids (NGL) plant and (b) the supervision of this EPC contract 

• The EPC Contract sum is US$759,882,080. 

• The Supervision Contract is USS23M 

 

(b) (i)EEPGL is funding the above-mentioned USS 1B project cost from Cost Oil. 

 

(ii)The government is sourcing the funding of the EPC costs from the proceeds of the 

National Budget over a multi-year period from 2022-2025. An early estimate was 

included in the 2022 Capital Budget: this figure will be revised in the 2023 budget in line 

with the above sum. The Government expects to fund a portion of the EPC Contract from 

loan financing to be pursued in 2023. 
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(c) No contingency liability is expected. 

When the project is completed, the Government will make an annual payment to EEPGL 

coventurers over a 20-year period to recover the cost of their investment in the pipeline 

used to deliver a minimum of 50 million cubic feet of gas/day (MCFD) to Wales. The 

total cost of electricity exiting the power plant includes (i) the payment to EPPGL Co-

Venturers, (ii) operating costs of the power plant/NGL plant. and (iii) recovery of capital 

costs, shall be less than US 5 cents per kWh”. 

 

 

7. BURIAL ASSISTANCE 

Member Asking:   Ms. Volda Lawrence, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Human Services and Social Security 

Given the steep increase in the cost of burial over the last 2 ½ years, is the Minister 

considering increasing the Burial Assistance of $30,000 (Thirty thousand dollars) to 

our families in need of this type of Assistance? 

(Notice Paper No. 225 (Q169 Opp.169) published on 2022-12-12) 

 

ANSWER 

“Funerals are usually budgeted for through the Difficult Circumstances Unit. Under the previous 

Government, there was no system that was applied to helping with funeral costs; this was done 

in an ad hoc manner and there was no parity. 

 

In 2020, a matrix was developed to assist based on several objective criteria catering for low-

cost funerals. The basic cost of funerals was ascertained from comparing quotations brought in 

from all funeral homes. The criterion is based on age, employment and source of sustenance, 

geographic location, vulnerability, household income, number of dependents etc. 
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Based on the scoring of these categories, a total score is achieved, that score is then used to 

determine the percentage of the low-cost package that would be made payable to the parlor. 

Allocation: 

Above 85 = 50% of Cost  

71-85 = 40% of Cost  

56-70 = 30% of Cost  

41-55 = 20% of Cost 

32-40 = 10% of Cost” 

 

 

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   

MOVED BY A MINISTER- 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS NOS. 10(2) AND 38(9)(a) 

The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance moved the following motion: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That Standing Orders Nos. 10(2) and 38(9)(a) be suspended to enable the Senior 

Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance to complete 

uninterrupted the reading of the Budget Speech for 2023 at the Sitting of the National 

Assembly on Monday, 16th January, 2023. 

(Notice Paper No. 231 (M 54 Govt.28) published on 2023-01-10) 

 

The motion was put and carried. 
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13. 

         

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS 

MOTION 

BUDGET FOR 2023 

In accordance with Article 171(2) of the Constitution, the Senior Minister in the Office of 

the President with Responsibility for Finance signified that Cabinet had recommended that the 

National Assembly should proceed upon the motion for the approval of the Estimates of 

Expenditure for the financial year 2023. 

             

The Minister then moved the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the 

financial year 2023 of the total sum seven hundred and twenty-one billion, five hundred and 

twenty-nine million, seven hundred and thirty-four thousand dollars ($721,529,734,000), 

excluding sixty billion, three hundred and fifty-one million, two hundred and twenty-nine 

thousand dollars ($60,351,229,000), which is chargeable by law, as detailed therein and 

summarized in Schedule 1.  

 

Further, the Minister moved that the recommended lumpsum subvention for each Constitutional 

Agency for the financial year 2023, amounting to a total sum of thirteen billion, eight hundred 

and six million, five hundred and seventy-seven thousand dollars ($13,806,577,000), which is 

charged upon the Consolidated Fund by the Constitution and for the sums voted for the 

Constitutional Agencies to form part of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the 

financial year 2023 in Schedule 2. (See Appendix) 

 

Also, the Minister moved that the sum of $208,944,156,942, equivalent to US$1,002,130,249 to 

be withdrawn from the Natural Resource Fund for the financial year 2023 in accordance with the 

Natural Resource Fund Act 2021.  
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      14. 

The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance read the 

Budget Speech. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 7.49 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance and 

Government Chief Whip, the Assembly was adjourned to 10:00 a.m., on Monday, 23rd January, 

2023. 

 

        

 

         HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P., 

          Speaker of the National Assembly 

 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 

Public Buildings, 

Brickdam, 

Georgetown. 
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