NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
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Hon. Beverley Alert, M.P., (Region No. 4 — Demerara/Mahaica)

Hon. Richard E. Sinclair, M.P. (Region No. 8 —Potaro/Siparuni)
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COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 10.20 a.m.

PRAYERS
The Clerk led in Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-
The Speaker made the following announcement:

Visit by the Political and Economic Analyst of the United States Embassy

The Speaker informed Members that Mr. Brian Hall, Political and Economic Analyst of the
United States Embassy was present at that day’s Sitting.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-
For Oral Replies
1. *INDOOR FACILITY FOR LINDEN

Hon. David Patterson, M.P., on behalf of the Hon. Jermaine Figueira, M.P., asked the Minister

of Culture, Youth & Sports the following question:
*Can the Minister inform this House when will the work on the Indoor Facility for
Linden commence and when is it likely to conclude?

(Notice Paper No. 217 (Q163 Opp.163) published on 2022-11-02)

Thereafter, the Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports replied.
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2. *PROCUREMENT AND UTILIZATION OF CANE LOADERS

Hon. Vinceroy Jordan, M.P., on behalf of the Hon. Jermaine Figueira, M.P., asked the Minister

of Culture, Youth & Sports the following questions:

Can the Minister inform this House on following questions regarding the procurement and

utilization of cane loaders purchased by Guysuco after August 2020:

a)

f)

9)

h)

)

*What is the number of cane loaders that were procured by Guysuco between September
2020 and October 31, 20227
*What is the cost of each cane loader procured?
*Please state whether there was a process of public bidding (state date and medium of
advertisement) for the cane loaders and who won the bid?
*|f there was no bidding process, please say who was given the contract and the basis for
doing so, including if the Guysuco Board played a role?
*Please state where each of the cane loaders purchased between September 2020 and
October 31, 2022, are presently located and the date they arrived at that location?
*Please state how many man hours each of the loaders purchased between September
2020 and October 31, 2022, worked at their present location since arriving there?
*Please state how many of the cane loaders purchased between September 2020 and
October 31, 2022, are in a ready to work condition if they were needed by Guysuco at 1st
November 20227
*Please state how many man hours were available at each estate for cane loaders to work
between September 2020 and October 31, 2022?
*Did Guysuco Board recommend the purchase of these specific types of cane loaders?
*What was the country of origin of the cane loaders and is this the same country from
which pre 2020 cane loaders were procured from?

(Notice Paper No. 226 (Q170 Opp.170) published on 2022-12-12)

Thereafter, the Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports replied.



In accordance with Standing Orders No. 22(9), the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Governance, on behalf of the Minister of Home Affairs, moved that the answers to the following

questions be deferred:

3. *PENDING _APPLICATIONS FOR DEATH, MARRIAGE, AND BIRTH
CERTIFICATES
Member Asking: Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Home Affairs

Can the Minister inform this House of the number of pending applications at the General
Register Office for:
a) *Death certificates for the years 2018, 2021 and at 31st October 20227
b) *Marriage certificates for the years 2018, 2021 and at 31st October 2022?
C) *Birth Certificates for the years 2018, 2021 and at 31st October 20227
(Notice Paper No. 227 (Q171 Opp.171) published on 2022-12-12)

PUBLIC BUSINESS
(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS
MOTION
BUDGET SPEECH 2023 - MOTION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE ESTIMATES OF
EXPENDITURE FOR 2023

Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for

the financial year 2023.
(Moved by the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for
Finance on 2023-01-16)

The following Members spoke to the motion:

Hon. Lenox Shuman, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly
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VISIT BY FORMER MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, MAYOR OF GEORGETOWN
AND OTHERS
The Speaker acknowledged the presence of former Members of Parliament, Mr. Ernest Elliot,

Ms. Genevieve Allen, His Worship, the Mayor of Georgetown, Panditji Mr. Ubraj Narine and

Colonel Ronald Hercules.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:
Hon. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Government Chief Whip
Hon. Catherine Hughes, M.P.
Hon. Mohabir Nandlall, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 1.14 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING
At 2.31 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for

the financial year 2023.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:
Hon. Volda Lawrence, M.P.
Hon. Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark Phillips, M.S.S., M.P., Prime Minister
Hon. Aubrey Norton, M.P., Leader of the Opposition
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Presiding by Hon. Lenox Shuman, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly

At 4.41 p.m., while the Hon. Aubrey Norton. M.P., was speaking to the motion, the Speaker
withdrew from the Chamber and Hon. Lenox Shuman, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly took the Chair.

Speaker’s Return to the Chamber

At 4.46 p.m., while the Hon. Aubrey Norton, M.P., was speaking to the motion the Speaker

returned to the Chair.
Hon. Aubrey Norton, M.P., continued and concluded his speech.
WITHDRAWAL OF THE A PARTNERSHIP FOR NATIONAL UNITY & ALLIANCE

FOR CHANGE
At 5.05 p.m., the Members of the A Partnership for National Unity & Alliance for Change

withdrew from the chamber.

Thereafter, the Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with

Responsibility for Finance replied.

Presiding by Hon. Lenox Shuman, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly
At 5.49 p.m., while the Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the

President with Responsibility for Finance was speaking to the motion, the Speaker withdrew
from the Chamber and Hon. Lenox Shuman, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly
took the Chair.

Speaker’s Return to the Chamber
At 6.46 p.m., while the Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the

President with Responsibility for Finance was speaking to the motion, the Speaker returned to
the Chair.
/...10



10.
Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility

for Finance continued and concluded his speech.

CONCLUSION OF BUDGET DEBATE

Following the conclusion of the general debate on the motion for the approval of the

Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2023, Assembly resolved itself into Committee of
Supply to consider and approve of the Report of the Business Sub-Committee of the Committee

of Supply.

In Committee of Supply

The Speaker reported that the Business Sub-Committee of the Committee of Supply met
on, Thursday, 26" January, 2023, considered the allocation of time for the consideration of the
2023 Estimates of Expenditure in the Committee of Supply, and passed a Resolution on the

matter.

Copies of the Sub-Committee’s Minutes, Resolution and Timetable were circulated to Members

at today’s Sitting.

On a motion by the Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President
with Responsibility for Finance, the Committee of Supply agreed with the Business Sub-

Committee in its Resolution.
The Speaker stated that in accordance with the Resolution, the Committee of Supply would
commence consideration of the 2023 Estimates of Expenditure at 10.00 a.m. on Monday, 30™

January, 2023.

Assembly resumed




11.
ADJOURNMENT
At 7.37 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00 a.m. on
Monday, 30" January, 2023.

HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P.,
Hon. Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,
Public Buildings,
Brickdam,

Georgetown.

27" January, 2023.



