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Officers (2) 
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COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING 

The Sitting commenced at 10.09 a.m. 

 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk led in Prayers. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER- 

The Speaker made the following announcement: 

Welcome 

The Speaker welcomed students and teachers from Queens College to the Sitting and informed 

them that they will be witnessing the consideration of the 2024 Estimates of Revenue and 

Expenditure.  

 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

For Written Replies 

Deferral of Questions 

The Speaker deferred the answers to the following questions until the conclusion of the 

consideration of the 2024 Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure: 

 

1.  NAMES OF NEIGHBOURHOOD DEMOCRATIC COUNCILS THAT DID NOT 

RECEIVE SUBVENTIONS FROM THE GOVERNMENT 

Member Asking:   Mrs. Tabitha Sarabo-Halley, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister within the Ministry of Local Government and 

Regional Development 
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6. 

Can the Hon. Minister inform this House of the names of Neighbourhood Democratic Councils 

that were not given a subvention (in the form of cash transfer) from the Ministry of Local 

Government, for the years 2020, 2021 , 2022, and up to June 2023? 

    (Notice Paper No. 315 (Q240 Opp.240) published on 2023-10-30)  

 

2.  MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION THAT ACCOMPANIED HIS 

EXCELLENCY, DR. MOHAMED IRFAAN ALI ON OVERSEAS TRIPS 

Member Asking:   Ms. Annette Ferguson, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance and 

Government Chief Whip 

Can the Hon. Minister provide a detailed list to the National Assembly, of the persons who 

accompanied the President on overseas trips, from August 2, 2020 to May 17, 2023? 

    (Notice Paper No. 322 (Q247 Opp.247) published on 2023-10-30)  

 

3.  MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION WHICH ACCOMPANIED HON. 

BHARRAT JAGDEO. M.P., VICE-PRESIDENT, ON OVERSEAS TRIPS 

Member Asking:   Ms. Annette Ferguson, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance and 

Government Chief Whip 

Can the Hon. Minister provide a detailed list to the National Assembly, of the persons who 

accompanied Hon. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Vice-President, on overseas trips, from August 2, 2020, 

to May 17, 2023? 

    (Notice Paper No. 323 (Q248 Opp.248) published on 2023-10-30)  
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7. 

For Oral Replies 

4.  *FULL DIMENSION OF THE PLOT OF LAND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

THE OFFICE COMPLEX IN THE HOUSTON AREA FOR THE MANDELA/ECCLES 

INTERLINKED ROAD 

Member Asking:   Ms. Annette Ferguson, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Public Works 

"During the consideration of Budget 2023 under the Ministry of Public Works, program - 

"Policy Development and Administration, Project code 214800 — Government Buildings a  

contract for the sum of $15,874,143,300, was awarded to Caribbean Green Building Incorporated  

for the construction of an office complex in the Houston area on the Mandela/Eccles interlinked 

road." 

 

*Can the Honourable Minister inform the National Assembly the full dimension of the plot  

of land in the Houston area where the complex is to be constructed? 

(Notice Paper No. 298 (Q223 Opp.223) published on 2023-10-30)  

 

5. *PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL ALLOCATED SPENT FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE OFFICE COMPLEX IN THE HOUSTON AREA, 

MANDELA/ECCLES INTERLINKED ROAD 

Member Asking:   Ms. Annette Ferguson, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Public Works 

"During the consideration of Budget 2023 under the Ministry of Public Works, program –  

"Policy Development and Administration, Project code 214800 — Government Buildings a  

contact was awarded the sum of $15,874,143,300, to Caribbean Green Building Incorporated for  

the construction of an office complex in the Houston area on the Mandela/Eccles interlinked  

road." 

       

*Could the Honourable Minister inform the National Assembly what percentage of the total  

sum allocated for the construction of the Office Complex has been spent as of June 16, 2023? 
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8. 

(Notice Paper No. 299 (Q224 Opp.224) published on 2023-10-30)  

 

6.  *PERCENTAGE OF THE WORK COMPLETED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE OFFICE COMPLEX IN THE HOUSTON AREA, MANDELA/ECCLES 

INTERLINKED ROAD 

Member Asking:   Ms. Annette Ferguson, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Public Works 

"During the consideration of Budget 2023 under the Ministry of Public Works, program –  

"Policy Development and Administration, Project code 214800 — Government Buildings – the   

sum of a contract for $15,874,143,300, was awarded to Caribbean Green Building Incorporated  

for the construction of an office complex in the Houston area on the Mandela/Eccles interlinked  

road." 

 

*Could the Honourable Minister inform the National Assembly what percentage of work has  

been completed as of June 16, 2023?  

(Notice Paper No. 300 (Q225 Opp.225) published on 2023-10-30)  

 

7.  *SKILLS AUDIT OF VENEZUELAN MIGRANTS 

Member Asking:   Mrs. Tabitha Sarabo-Halley, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Labour 

*Can the Hon. Minister indicate whether the Ministry of Labour has conducted a skills audit of 

Venezuelan migrants at any time between 2020 and June 16, 2023? 

    (Notice Paper No. 309 (Q234 Opp.234) published on 2023-10-30)  

            

8.  *CODIFICATION OF THE LABOUR REGULATIONS AND LEGISLATION 

Member Asking:   Mrs. Tabitha Sarabo-Halley, M.P. 

Minister Answering:      The Minister of Labour 

*Can the Hon. Minister inform the House whether the Ministry of Labour has commenced the 

codification of the labour regulations and legislation under one code for reference? 

  (Notice Paper No. 310 (Q235 Opp.235) published on 2023-10-30)         /…9 



    9.       

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS 

MOTION 

1. BUDGET SPEECH 2024 - MOTION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE 

ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2024 

Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to consider the Estimates of 

Expenditure for the financial year 2024. 

(Moved by the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for 

Finance on 2024-01-15) 

 

In Committee of Supply 

The following Agencies and Programmes in the Estimates of Expenditure were considered and 

approved by the Committee as presented with the respective amounts allocated thereto: 

 

07 – PARLIAMENT OFFICE 

Current Expenditure 

071 National Assembly 

Capital Expenditure 

071 National Assembly 

 

08 – AUDIT OFFICE OF GUYANA 

Current Expenditure 

081 Audit Office 

Capital Expenditure 

081 Audit Office 

 

09 – PUBLIC AND POLICE SERVICE COMMISSIONS 

Current Expenditure 

091 Public and Police Service Commissions 
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Capital Expenditure 

091 Public and Police Service Commissions 

 

10 – TEACHING SERVICE COMMISSION 

Current Expenditure 

101 Teaching Service Commission 

Capital Expenditure 

101 Teaching Service Commission 

 

11 – GUYANA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Current Expenditure 

111 Elections Commission 

Capital Expenditure 

111 Elections Commission 

 

55 – SUPREME COURT 

Current Expenditure 

551 Supreme Court of Judicature 

Capital Expenditure 

551 Supreme Court of Judicature 

 

56 – PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS 

Current Expenditure 

561 Public Prosecutions 

Capital Expenditure 

561 Public Prosecutions 
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11. 

57 – OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN  

Current Expenditure 

571 Ombudsman  

 

58 – PUBLIC SERVICE APPELLATE TRIBUNAL   

Current Expenditure 

581 Public Service Appellate Tribunal  

Capital Expenditure 

581 Public Service Appellate Tribunal  

 

59 – ETHNIC RELATIONS COMMISSION  

Current Expenditure 

591 Ethnic Relations Commission 

Capital Expenditure 

591 Ethnic Relations Commission 

 

60 – JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMISSION 

Current Expenditure 

601 Judicial Service Commission 

 

61 – RIGHTS COMMISSIONS OF GUYANA 

Current Expenditure 

611 Rights Commissions of Guyana 

Capital Expenditure 

611 Rights Commissions of Guyana 

 

62 – PUBLIC PROCUREMENT COMMISSION 

Current Expenditure 

621 Public Procurement Commission  
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Capital Expenditure 

621 Public Procurement Commission  

 

Assembly resumed. 

 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 12.01 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments. 

 

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 1.12 p.m., the Sitting was resumed. 

 

In Committee of Supply 

The following Agencies and Programmes in the Estimates of Expenditure were considered and 

approved by the Committee as presented with the respective amounts allocated thereto: 

 

01 – OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT  

Current Expenditure 

011 Administration 

Capital Expenditure 

011 Administration 

 

Current Expenditure 

012 National Policy Development and Presidential Advisory Services 

Capital Expenditure 

012 National Policy Development and Presidential Advisory Services 

 

Current Expenditure 

013 Defence and National Security 
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Capital Expenditure 

013 Defence and National Security 

 

Current Expenditure 

014 Public Policy and Planning 

Capital Expenditure 

014 Public Policy and Planning 

 

Current Expenditure 

015 Environmental Management and Compliance 

Capital Expenditure 

015 Environmental Management and Compliance 

 

Current Expenditure 

016 Police Complaints Authority 

Capital Expenditure 

016 Police Complaints Authority 

 

53-Guyana Defence Force 

Current Expenditure 

531 Defence and Security Support 

Capital Expenditure 

531 Defence and Security Support 

 

06 – MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND GOVERNANCE 

Current Expenditure 

061 Policy Development and Administration 

Capital Expenditure 

061 Policy Development and Administration 
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14. 

Current Expenditure 

062 Parliamentary Affairs 

 

Current Expenditure 

063 Governance 

Capital Expenditure 

063 Governance 

 

Assembly resumed. 

 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 3.21 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments. 

 

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 4.29 p.m., the Sitting was resumed. 

 

In Committee of Supply 

The following Agencies and Programmes in the Estimates of Expenditure were considered and 

approved by the Committee as presented with the respective amounts allocated thereto: 

 

02 – OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

Current Expenditure 

021 Prime Minister’s Secretariat 

Capital Expenditure 

021 Prime Minister’s Secretariat 

 

Current Expenditure 

022 Disaster Preparedness, Response and Management 
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Capital Expenditure 

022 Disaster Preparedness, Response and Management 

 

Current Expenditure 

023 Power Generation 

Capital Expenditure 

023 Power Generation 

 

Current Expenditure 

024 Telecommunications and Innovation 

Capital Expenditure 

024 Telecommunications and Innovation 

 

Current Expenditure 

025 Government Information and Communication Services 

Capital Expenditure 

025 Government Information and Communication Services 

 

52 – MINISTRY OF LEGAL AFFAIRS 

Current Expenditure 

521 Policy Development and Administration 

Capital Expenditure 

521 Policy Development and Administration 

 

Current Expenditure 

523 Attorney General’s Chambers 

Capital Expenditure 

523 Attorney General’s Chambers 
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Current Expenditure 

524 State Solicitor 

Capital Expenditure 

523 Attorney General’s Chambers 

 

Assembly resumed. 

 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 7.46 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments. 

 

RESUMPTION OF SITTING 

At 8.25 p.m., the Sitting was resumed. 

 

In Committee of Supply 

The following Agencies and Programmes in the Estimates of Expenditure were considered and 

approved by the Committee as presented with the respective amounts allocated thereto: 

 

12 – MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

Current Expenditure 

121 Development of Foreign Policy 

Capital Expenditure 

121 Development of Foreign Policy 

 

Current Expenditure 

122 Foreign Policy Promotion 

Capital Expenditure 

122 Foreign Policy Promotion  
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17. 

Current Expenditure 

123 Development of Foreign Trade Policy 

Capital Expenditure 

123 Development of Foreign Trade Policy 

 

16 – MINISTRY OF AMERINDIAN AFFAIRS 

Current Expenditure 

161 Policy Development and Administration  

Capital Expenditure 

161 Policy Development and Administration  

 

Current Expenditure 

162 Community Development and Empowerment 

Capital Expenditure 

162 Community Development and Empowerment 

 

Assembly resumed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 9.58 p.m., on a motion by the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance and 

Government Chief Whip, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00 a.m., on Wednesday, 31st 

January, 2024. 

 

 

…………………………………………………….. 

                 HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P.,  

      Speaker of the National Assembly 
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