MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 91ST SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2020-2025) OF THE TWELFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD
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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly
Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2:30 p.m.

OATH OF A NEW MEMBER
Mr. Suresh Singh 

The Speaker stated that, following the resignation of Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj on January 16, 2025, and his call upon the Representative of the List from the Peoples Progressive Party Civic (PPP/c) List of Candidates, he was informed that the name of Mr. Suresh Singh was extracted from the List of Candidates and that Mr. Suresh Singh was, on 17th January, 2025, declared by the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) to be an elected Member of the National Assembly. 

He also stated that before Mr. Singh can take part in the proceedings of the National Assembly, he was required to make and subscribe to the Oath of Office before the National Assembly, as required by Article 167 of the Constitution. 
As Mr. Suresh Singh was present, the oath was administered to him by the Clerk.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER
The Speaker made the following announcement:

1. Welcome to the New Member

The Speaker, on behalf of the Assembly and himself, welcomed and congratulated Mr. Suresh Singh on him becoming a Member of the National Assembly.
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2. Recognition and Thanks 

The Speaker, on behalf of the Assembly and himself, thanked Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, a Former Member of Parliament, for his contributions and wished him well on his new appointment as High Commissioner to India.

3. Unparliamentary Expressions
The Speaker of the National Assembly informed Members that he circulated a list of unparliamentary expressions.
4. Request to Attend Sittings of the National Assembly
The Speaker informed Members that since there is limited space in the Dome, Members desirous of bringing persons to the Sitting/s of the National Assembly should contact the Clerk of the National Assembly.

5. Visitors
The Speaker welcomed teachers and students of Camille’s Academy and Members of the Diplomatic Corp. 
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly:

Annual Report of the Ethnic Relations Commission for the year 2023.









(Circulated)
(2) By the Hon. Prime Minister:

(i) Audited Financial Statements of the Department of Public Information for the years ended 31st December, 2014 to 2017.

(Circulated)
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(ii) Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Energy Agency for the years ended 31st December, 2018 to 2022.

(Circulated)

(iii) Audited Financial Statements of the Hinterland Electrification Company Incorporated for the years ended 31st December, 2015 to 2019.

(Circulated)

(iv) Audited Financial Statements of the Kwakwani Utilities Incorporated for the years ended 31st December, 2014 and 2015.

(Circulated)

(v) Audited Financial Statements of the Lethem Power Company Incorporated for the years ended 31st December, 2013 to 2016.

(Circulated)

(vi) Audited Financial Statements of the Linden Electricity Company Incorporated for the years ended 31st December, 2014 to 2020.

(Circulated)

(vii) Audited Financial Statements of the Mahdia Power & Light Company Incorporated for the years ended 31st December, 2013 and 2014.

(Circulated)

(viii) Audited Financial Statements of the Port Kaituma Power & Light Company Incorporated for the years ended 31st December, 2014 and 2015.

(Circulated)
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(3) By the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service:

(i) Budget Speech for 2025.

(Circulated)

(ii) Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure of Guyana for the financial year 2025.
(Circulated)
(iii) Government Notice No. 1/2025, regarding Notification Receipts of all petroleum revenues paid into the Natural Resource Fund during the period 1st October, 2024 to 31st December, 2024.










(Circulated)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-

For Written Replies

1. TEACHERS’ SALARY

Member Asking: 

Mr. Richard Sinclair, M.P.
Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Education

(1) Can the Minister inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is less than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

(2) Can the Minister also inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) but less than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 
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(3) Can the Minister further inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) but less than Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($250,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

  (Notice Paper No. 338 (Q254 Opp.254) published on 2024-06-28) 
The Minister of Education did not submit the answers to the abovementioned questions.

2. COST INCURRED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA TO THE UNIVERSITIES/COLLEGES OFFERING THE GOAL PROGRAMME

Member Asking: 

Mr. Richard Sinclair, M.P.

Minister Answering:     Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service

Can the Honourable Minister inform the House what is the cost per course per student (in GY $) to attend each University/College/School, offering the Goal Programme? Please list these costs for 2023 for Diplomas, Degrees, Masters, and Doctorates for each institution.

                          (Notice Paper No. 359 (Q272 Opp.272) published on 2024-11-27) 
ANSWER
“Please see below the average cost for the 2023 programme per student:

	Programme
	G$

	Diploma
	455,800

	Bachelors
	254,400

	Masters
	428,240

	Doctorate
	479,120
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10.                                                            
MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   

MOVED BY A MINISTER-

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS NOS. 10(2) AND 38(9)(a)

The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance moved the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That Standing Orders Nos. 10(2) and 38(9)(a) be suspended to enable the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service to complete uninterrupted the reading of the Budget Speech for 2025 at the Sitting of the National Assembly on Friday, 17th January, 2025.

(Notice Paper No. 369 (M88 Govt. 48) published on 2025-01-09)

The motion was put and carried.

PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

MOTION
ITEM 1 -    BUDGET FOR 2025
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service moved the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the financial year 2025.
In accordance with Article 171(2) of the Constitution, the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service signified that Cabinet had recommended that the National Assembly should proceed upon the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2025.

/…11



11.
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service then moved the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2025 of the total sum of $1,298,346,980,181 excluding $83,803,515,676 which is chargeable by law, as detailed therein and summarized in Schedule 1;

Further, that the National Assembly approves the recommended lumpsum subvention for each Constitutional Agency for the financial year 2025, as stated in Schedule 2, amounting to a total sum of $18,946,562,173, which is charged upon the Consolidated Fund by the Constitution; and
Further, that the National Assembly approves the sum of $512,436,702,092, equivalent to US$2,463,889,710, to be withdrawn from the Natural Resource Fund for the financial year 2025. (See Appendix)
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service read the Budget Speech.

Presiding by Hon. Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly
At 4.55 p.m., while the Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service was speaking to the motion, the Speaker withdrew from the Chamber and Hon. Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly took the Chair.

Speaker’s Return to the Chamber

At 5.43 p.m. the Speaker returned to the Chamber.

Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service continued and concluded his speech.

The motion was then proposed.
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ADJOURNMENT

At 7.57 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00 a.m., on Friday, 24th January, 2025.
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……………………………………………………..






            HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.
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