MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 96™ SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST
SESSION (2020-2025) OF THE TWELFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD
AT 10:00 A.M.
ON THURSDAY, 30™ JANUARY, 2025
IN THE DOME OF THE ARTHUR CHUNG CONFERENCE CENTRE,
LILIENDAAL, GREATER GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (71)

Speaker (1)
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Hon.

Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly



Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING
The Sitting commenced at 10.11 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

The Speaker made the following announcement:

1. Visitors
The Speaker welcomed teachers and students from Cummings Lodge Secondary

School and Apex Academy to the Assembly.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-
Presentation and First Reading
INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 2025 — Bill No. 2/2025

The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the

Public Service, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read
the first time:
ABILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Income Tax Act.

PUBLIC BUSINESS

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MOTION

BUDGET SPEECH 2025 - MOTION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE ESTIMATES
OF EXPENDITURE FOR 2025

Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of Expenditure

for the financial year 2025.
(Moved by the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibly
for Finance and the Public Service on 2025-01-17)
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The following Members spoke to the motion:
Hon. Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P.,
Hon. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Minister of Parliamentary Affairs & Governance &
Government Chief Whip
Hon. Catherine Hughes, M.P.

Presiding by Hon. Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P.
At 11.50 p.m. while the Hon. Catherine Hughes, M.P., was speaking to the motion the
Speaker withdrew from the Chamber and Hon. Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P., took the Chair.

Hon. Catherine Hughes, M.P., continued and concluded her speech.

Hon. Mohabir Nandlall, S.C., M.P., Attorney General & Minister of Legal Affairs also spoke

to the motion.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING
At 12:32 p.m., the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING
At 1:46 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

The Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of

Expenditure for the financial year 2025.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:
Hon. Volda Lawrence, M.P.
Hon. Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark Phillips, M.S.S., M.P., Prime Minister

Welcome
The Speaker welcomed Mr. Lennox Shuman, Former Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly and Mr. Alfred Mentore, Mayor of Georgetown, to the Assembly.



SUSPENSION OF SITTING
At 3:32 p.m., the Sitting was suspended.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING
At 3:47 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

The Assembly resumed the debate on the motion for the approval of the Estimates of

Expenditure for the financial year 2025.

Hon. Aubrey Norton, M.P., Leader of the Opposition also spoke to the motion.

Thereafter, the Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President

with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service replied.

CONCLUSION OF BUDGET DEBATE

Following the conclusion of the general debate on the motion for the approval of the
Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2025, Assembly resolved itself into
Committee of Supply to consider and approve of the Report of the Business Sub-Committee
of the Committee of Supply.

In Committee of Supply

The Speaker reported that the Business Sub-Committee of the Committee of Supply
met on Wednesday, 29" January, 2025, considered the allocation of time for the consideration
of the 2025 Estimates of Expenditure in the Committee of Supply, and passed a Resolution on

the matter.

Copies of the Sub-Committee’s Minutes, Resolution and Timetable were circulated to
Members at today’s Sitting.

On a motion by the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for
Finance & the Public Service, the Committee of Supply agreed with the Business Sub-

Committee in its Resolution.
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The Speaker stated that in accordance with the Resolution, the Committee of Supply would
commence consideration of the 2025 Estimates of Expenditure at 10.00 a.m. on Friday, 31%
January, 2025.

Assembly resumed

ADJOURNMENT
At 7.56 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00 a.m.,
on Friday, 31% January, 2025.

HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P.,
Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,
Public Buildings,
Brickdam,

Georgetown.

30t January 2025.



