NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 22ND  SITTING  OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015-2016) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 21ST JANUARY, 2016,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (69)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (36)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs  

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State 
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+ Cabinet Member


*Non-Elected Member
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+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P., Minister of Education

+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Public Health

+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance

+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources

+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Social Protection

+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Public Telecommunication 

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business

+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (9)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health
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Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Natural Resources

Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education 

Ms. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Other Members (9)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – BarimaWaini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Hemraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(ii) People’s Progressive Party (32)

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Leader of the Opposition 

Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P., 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 
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Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 

Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P.

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P.

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P.

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. (Absent)

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P.

Mrs. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P. (Absent)

Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P.

Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini), (Absent)

Ms. Gillian R. Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Dr. Bheri S. Ramsarran, M.P.

Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Ms. Africo Selman, M.P.

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Cornetyne)

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P.

Mrs. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks, M.P.

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Mr. Komal Chand, J.P., C.C.H., M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

/…5






5.

Mr. Alister S. Charlie M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo)

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P.

Dr. Clive R. Jagan, M.P. (Absent on Leave)

Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P. 

Mr. Charles S. Ramson, M.P. 

Mr. Harry Gill, M.P.

Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.20 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Minister of Finance:

The Fiscal Management and Accountability (Amendment of Schedule) Order 2016 – No. 2 of 2016.









(Circulated)
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(2) By the Minister of Public Infrastructure:

(i) Audited Financial Statement of the Demerara Harbour Bridge Corporation for the year 2013.

(Circulated)

(ii) Audited Financial Statement of the Cheddi Jagan International Airport Corporation for the year 2013.

(Circulated)

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-
Imminent Closure of Wales Sugar Estate

Mr. Komal Chand, M.P., made a request to move the adjournment of the Assembly on a definite matter of urgent public importance, to wit, the imminent closure of the Wales Sugar Estate. The request was disallowed by the Speaker.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS

ITEM 1- 
FILING OF INCOME TAX RETURNS BY ALL MEMBERS OF   
PARLIAMENT
Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., moved the following motion:

WHEREAS  all Members of Parliament are required to file annual income tax returns to the Guyana Revenue Authority in compliance with the Income Tax Act, Cap 81:01.












/…7






7.

BE IT RESOLVED:
That all Members of this National Assembly, in the interest of transparency and accountability in public office, make available to the public their tax returns to the Guyana Revenue Authority for the last 10 years on or before December 31, 2015; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That this National Assembly urges the government to expeditiously table legislation to give effect to this motion.

Notice Paper No. 21(M16 Opp.2) published on 2015-10-23
The following Members spoke to the motion:

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Ms. Gail Teixeira

Mr. Nigel Dharamlall

The Minister within the Ministry of Communities
Ms. Africo Selman

Dr. Vishwa Mahadeo

Mr. Charles Ramson

 SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 5.15 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 6.27 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
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8.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo

The Minister of Natural Resources

Thereafter, Bishop Juan Edghill replied.

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister, in accordance with Standing Order No. 39(2), concluded the debate on the motion.
At 7.22 p.m., while the First Vice-President and Prime Minister was speaking to the motion, the Members of the Opposition withdrew from the Chamber.

The First Vice-President and Prime Minister continued and concluded his speech.

At 7.29 p.m., the Members of the Opposition returned to the Chamber.

Ms Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip, seconded by Bishop Juan Edghill, M.P., moved the following amendments, which were put and negatived:


“In the BE IT RESOLVED clause, please add and amend the clause as follows:-

After the words “Guyana Revenue Authority” in line 3 insert the words, “and their annual submissions to the Integrity Commission for the last 10 years on or before June 30, 2016.”


In the BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED clause, add and amend the clause as follows:-

Immediately after the word “motion” in the last line insert the words, “and to urgently take legal action for non-submission or other violations of these laws.””
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9.

Thereafter, the Minister of Natural Resources moved the following amendments which were put and carried:



“BE IT RESOLVED:
That this National Assembly supports the enforcement of the legal requirement for all Members of the National Assembly to file Income Tax Returns, and to make annual declarations to the Integrity Commission; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That this National Assembly supports the work of the Government of Guyana in ensuring that the Integrity Commission is independent, efficient, respected and able to ensure the accountability of all public officials including Members of Parliament.”

A request by Bishop Juan Edghill, M.P., to withdraw the motion in accordance with Standing Order No. 36(1), was disallowed by the Speaker due to a dissentient voice of the Minister of Natural Resources.

Thereafter, the motion, as amended, was put and carried.
ITEM 2-   2015 ELECTION DAY VIOLENCE: COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS



Mr. Joseph Hamilton, M.P., moved the following motion:

WHEREAS Election Day violence occurred on May 11, 2015, and reports of election day violence were made to the Guyana Police Force and to the public; 

AND WHEREAS the victims were, among other things, psychologically abused, physically assaulted, robbed and their properties damaged and destroyed;
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AND WHEREAS Election Day violence took place at a number of polling stations on the East Coast of Demerara and Georgetown; and, in one instance, the victim required expensive emergency surgery and vehicles on the scene were damaged;

AND WHEREAS in another instance, Election Day violence occurred in “C” Field, Sophia where for over 12 hours the Guyana Police Force was unable to control a riotous crowd that encircled two homes, terrorised residents, fire bombed the homes and vehicles and engaged in looting of personal property;

AND WHEREAS the survivors were left traumatised and their properties, including 8 vehicles destroyed by arson, 2 vehicles vandalised and 2 homes looted and damaged;

AND WHEREAS representation was made to the Government by the affected Sophia victims several months ago which ended in failure in obtaining relief for these victims.

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly confirms the principle of the Government’s compensation for victims of specified forms of Election Day violence as occurred on May 11, 2015;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly agrees that the Government compensate all the victims of Election Day violence who suffered psychologically, physical and materially due to the violence that was unleashed on them on May 11, 2015; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the Government agrees to meet and consult the victims of Election Day violence and to have claims for compensation addressed as soon as possible; and;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the Government will submit a Report to the National Assembly within three (3) months with regard to what action has been taken.

Notice Paper No. 24(M19 Opp.3) published on 2015-12-08)
The following Members spoke to the motion:

The Minister of Citizenship
Bishop Juan Edghill
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 9.55 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 10.30 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
The First Vice-President and Prime Minister moved that Standing Order No. 10(1) be suspended to enable the Assembly to continue and conclude the debate on the motion.
The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Mrs.Gillian Persaud

Mr. Odinga Lumumba

The Minister of Public Infrastructure

Mr. Ganga Persaud

Mr. Clement Rohee

The Minister of Natural Resources

Thereafter Mr. Joseph Hamilton replied.
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12.

The motion was put and negatived on the following division:

FOR









    AGAINST 
Mr. Gill
Mr. Rutherford
Mr. Ramson
Mr. Rajkumar
Mr. Anamayah
Mr. C. Persaud
Mr. Dharamlall
Mr. Figueira
Mr. Charlie
Mr. Carrington
Mr. Damon
Mr. Allen
Dr. Mahadeo
Mr. Adams
Mr. Chand
Ms. Bancroft
Mr. Neendkumar
Ms. Wade
Mrs. Pearson-Fredericks
Ms. Patterson
Mr. G. Persaud
Ms. Henry
Mr. Mustapha
Ms. Broomes
Ms. Selman
Dr. Cummings
Dr. Westford
Mr. Sharma
Dr. Ramsarran
Mrs. Garrido-Lowe
Mrs. G. Persaud
Ms. Ferguson
Mr. Hamilton                                                                                          Mrs. Hastings- Williams

Dr. V. Persaud
Mr. Holder


Bishop Edghill







 Mr. Gaskin



Mr. Lumumba
Mrs. Hughes
Mrs. Campbell-Sukhai
Mr. Patterson
Dr. Anthony
Mrs. Lawrence
Ms. Manickchand
Mr. Trotman
Mr. Nandlall
Mr. Jordan
Mr. Ali
Dr. Norton


/…13

                                                              13.

Ms. Teixeira
Mr. Bulkan
Mr. Rohee
Dr. Roopnarine
Mr. Jagdeo                                                                                        Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Harmon

Ms. Ally

Mr. Williams


Mr. Ramjattan

Mr. Greenidge

Mr. Nagamootoo
_______________
                                                                            ______________
                                                                                                 28








    33
_______________






   _______________

ADJOURNMENT

At 12.43 a.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Friday, 29th January, 2016.

……...………………………………………………….

HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, C.C.H., M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

21st January, 2016.

