NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

| MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS _
OF THE 57TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SECOND
SESSION (1990-1991) OF THE FIFTH PARLTAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.
ON TUESDAY, 24TH SEPTEMBER, 1991
IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, GEURGETOWN
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (73')

Speaker

Cde. Sase Naan, 0U.K., S.C., J.P., M.P.,
Spcaken of the Natwonal Assembiy  (Absent - on Leave)

Members of the Government - People's Natiomat Congressd (60)
Prime Winister

Cde. H. Green, M.P., Prume Minwszen

Attorney General and Minister of Legak Affairs (1)

Cde. K.S. Massiah, v.k., S.C., M.P., Atioaney General and Ministen
o4 Legar Agpacnd

Deputy Prime Minister (2)

Cde. kK.H.u. Corban, M.P., Vepuly Prime Mndsier, rubiic Works,
Commuwwcations and Kegeonai Vevedopment (Absent)

Cde. W.S. Muwvay, C.C.H., M.P., Vepuly Prume Muwsien, Mawsien
of Traae, Towwdm ana 1ndusiry

Senion Ministens (6)

Cde. C.b. Greenidage, M.P., Mnisier of Fanance (Absent - on Leave)
Cde. Vn. P.L. McKenzee, A.A., M.P., Muuister of Agrecuccune (Abseni- on Leave)
Cde. V.M.A. Berand, M.P., Muwsier of Eaucaiion and Culwral Dcvuopmmm‘w&eﬁ)
Cae. J.K. Krnanenbung, M.¥., Muisten in zhe Muu of Public Works,
Communications and Kegionat Vevetopment(Absent
Cde. C.G. Shawma, A.A., J.P., M.P., Sencon Muwster 4in the (Absent)
Ufgice of 1he Presadent
Cde. Kabbaan ALi~Khan, M.P., Mnisien 0? Laboun, Human Services and
Socwal Secuwniy (Absent - on Leave

Ministers (6)

Cde. V. Sawh, M.P., Muuaster in the Muwsiny of Trade, Tounsm and 1ndudiny
Cde. V.V. Panvatan, M.P., Muwstern an ithe Muisiny of Agriculiurne
Cde. J.T. Kissoon, M.P., Mwnisien an che Muusiny of Health
Cde. Vn. Faith A. Harndang, M.P., Ministen in the Ofgice of the Preaident [Absent)
de. Stedda vdie-Adc, M.P., Mnisten of Home Affairns
de, Jean M.G. Perscco, A.A., M.P., Minwszen in the Mvstny of Laboun,

Human Senvices and Spedad Secwuiy

Government Chicf Whip (1)

Cae. Jovuger A. Feuiewu

SNon-clected Memben



Gthex Members (32)

¢de. Vioda V. Bwutham, U.K., M.P.

Cde. W.A.L.H. Parnis, C.C.H., M.P. (Absent)
Cde. R.E. Jackson, U.K., M.V. (Absent)
Cde. J.R. Thomas, M.¥Y. (Absent)

Cde. S. Prashad, M.P.

Cde. Yvonne V. Harewood-Benn, M.P.
Cde. Uumia E.H. Johnson, M.P. (Absent - on Leave)
Cde. K.W.E. Vawy, M.P.

Cde. K.B. Bancrogt, M.P.

Cde. M. Cornrica, M.P.

Cde. Philomena A. Kayman, M.P.

Cdae. E.H.A. Fawlen, M.P.

Cde. Joyce Gud-Mingo, M.P.

Cde. H. Voobay, M.P. (Absent)

Cde. Edwina Melvatie, M.P.

tde. Amna aAlly, M.P.

Cde. N. Calistro, M.P.

Cde. F.M. Cumberbatch, M.P.

Cde. M.1. Veen, M.P. (Absent)

Cde. Cyrnikda A. Vedesus, M.P. (Absent)
Cae. Edach Deygoo, M.P.

Cde. Calnice A. Edwands, M.P.

Cde. C.L. Geddes, M.P.

Cde. G. Maashate, M.P. (Absent)

Cde. B. Pernsaud, J.P., M.P.

Cde. K. Sankan, A.A., M.P. (Absent)
Cde. E.L. Frasen, M.P.

Cde. Mignon V. Grigg<ith, M.P.

Cde. P.E. Kockeligfe, M.P.

(There ane wo vacancied)
embens the National Congress of Local Democratic 2

Cde. Rose I. Sempie, M.P.
Cde. P. Singh, J.P., M.P.

Members from the Regional Vemocratic Councils (10)

Cde. Neléde K. Chawdes, M.P. {kegion HNo. 7 - Cuyurnn/Mazarund) (Absent)

Cde. K. Bashop, M.S., M.P. (kegeon No. 4 - Vemerarna/Mahaica) (Absent)

Cde. C. Vandenburg, M.P. {Kegicn Ho. 10 - Upper vemerarna/Berbace)

Cde. Y. Khan, M.P. (KRegion No. 2 - Pomeroon/supenadm)

Cde. En«d E. Abrahams, M.S., J.P., M.P. (Kegion No. 3 - Esacquibo isiand/West Vemerara)
cde. 1. Ally, M.P. (Region No..6 - Easi Bewdsce/Corentyne)

Cde. S.1. McGaweld, M.P. {ikegion No. & - Polaro/Siparwund)

Cac. M. Sicphens, M.P. (Kegion No. ¥ - Uppen Takutu/Upper Essequibo) (Absent)

Cde. Afoodhua, J.P., M.P. (Kegaon No. 5 - Mahacea/benbice)

Cde. V. Fernandes, M.P. (Kegeon No. 1 - Baruna/Waink)

Members of the Minority (11)
(£) People' & Progressive Party (8)
{Vacant)

(<4) United Force (2)

Cde. M.F. S4ngh, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. (Absent)
(There 48 ome vacancy)
(iid) Working Peopte's Atiiance (1)
.| Vacant)




UFFICEKS
Cde. E.W. Kendact Actung Chenk of the National Assembly
Cde. Monica Jondan Aciing Ueputy Cierk of the National Asscmbly
PRAVEKS
The Aciung CLenk nead Prayens.

ANNUUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

(<) Leave

The Speakern announced ihat Leave hud been gaanted 1o -
Cdes. Bernand, Johnson, idi-Kinan and McKenzie for 1thatl day's s428Lng.

()  THE INTEGRITY CUMMISSION BILL 1991 - BikR No. 19/1991

The Speaker ingonmed Membens ihal on ihe vrder Paper <& was sixated
Zhat the Assembly will nox proceed with The Lnieguiy Commessdion BAL - BAL No.
19/1991. However, she advised Memberns ithat the BLiLL wadd be proceeded with at
That s4ttung.

PRESENTATION UF PAPERS AND REPUKRTS, ETC. -

By zhe Veputy Prime Ministern, Ministern of Trade,
Towwsm and 1ndudiny:

(4) Audcea Fiaouncuaar Statements gon 1976 1o
1983 and Annuak Keport gon 1988 gon the
Guyana Teiephone Corporaiion.
(Cirnculased)
(44) Audddea Founedal Stacemenis gor 1984 to
1987 and Annuak Kepont gorn 1989 fon Lhe
Guyana Teikephone Conporatien.
(Cirncuratea)
(<L) Annual Repont gon 1982, 1983 and 1989
g§on the Guyana Transpori Services
Limiced.
(Cirncutated)

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

The Mnisien an the Mosiy of Aghiculiure maae ihe goddowing statement -

Goverument proposes 1o LmpLement a Proghamme of Aghraran Kegfoun
aemed at diumuiating agricultural produciion with cognisance of the fact that
Aghicuiiune © 4 an dmporlant p«ixan og ihe economy. Included 4n the programme
wale be the provision of <nsiituiional sirengthening Lo support the secton,
Ancentives and assisiance Lo famensd Ln ordern 1o enabfe Lhem 1o maximise production
and beneficiadldy oceupy thei: agriculwnal tand hokdings anda thus imporve their
dtandards of Living Lfhrough increasea faum <ncomes.

1n implemanting this Programme, dpecad atieniion woukd be paid Lo
Zhe ollowing «ssucs -

(4) Zhe sLow race oy developmeni of Leaschota
siale Land;
(<4) Zhe economic vaabiiiiy of dmakl hoxdungsd

paiicuiardy those under mechanized
devecopmend;



4.

(4L)  Land development expansion beyona ihe
coadiand in orden to create a new
development gront and Lo gackiitaie
elarngemeni of those Lana hotdings,

Zthe sizes of which are notl economically
geasibie;

(4v) Zhe impact of modernizaiion of agiiculuwrak
actviiees upon Land ienure and farum enten-
paLses;

(v) Amprovement in agnicudlurnal creail
faccires;

{v4) 1he provisdion of incentives Lo sLunulate
Lange scake produciion and chop diver-
s4ig4cation;

(vidi)  zhe csiablishment of appropriare Lnsurance
dchemes Lo asd4sL gaumens L0 he-esiablish
Zhein garms where «n some cuicymsiances,
ZThey sufyen Loss of crops;

(viil) Zhe devetopment and management of waien
resouncesd Ln an Linteghaied mannea,

AS A §AN8L d1ep An impiemeniing Ahis programme, Goveaument widd provide
smakl garnmens on Slate Lanas wiih a beiten secwuty of ienws by converiung thew
Lesschold internests into f4um grechold ixakes by a sysxem of engranchisement. To
gacilitate the easy inplemeniatior of Lfhuw engranchisement programme and An order Lo
auable tenents to Govewmeni Lands to benegdt theregrom, the digference in statusd
between State ana Govewunent tands would be abolished and ald Government Lands, woukd
become State Lands. This wift caabte the gaumens Lo use these titles as cou.awat
gorn Loans necessary for deveLopment of Lhein garms.

The tanget group 1¢ receive immeddiate benegit gom this programme arc

zthose garnmens hodding 1ithes to State Land which are gifceen (15) acres and £eds 4n
A‘LZG-'

The eggect of +hs programme woukd be Lo aceelerate the development of
some seventy-give (75) percenc of State Lands which are heldd under Lease or othen
Angerdon fornm off aithe by smakd gaumens.

0§ specwak inteness 48 the gact Lthat the most significant area of
agnicudtwvak produccion o be affected by s programme 8 the Rice lndustrny.

The more complicatea arcas of Agrarian Kegomnm to be addressed at a
Latern stage would nclude the foilowing -

(4) detewmuailion of Economic-d4ized Land hoddings;
(44) consodidarion of gragmentea Land holaings;
(44L)  onganisation of the benegicianies of the regonm;

(4v) avwuing the avakabididy of appropriate agricultural
ceredit gaciiiries;

(v) Adentification of appropriate Angrasiructunc;

fvd) zoning of arcas acconding 2o thein soil iypes and
othen agricukrural charactedszics;

(vid)  ensuning adegquate markets gor the sake of agricudtural
produce; and

(vild) advasding on paicang poddcdes erc.



The above £usied arncas, howeven, requine che codlection and analyscs
0f variousd fomums off ngoumation partairung Lo agnicudiune by a compelent mulici-
duseiplinany commiitee which wild advise Goveuunent on The vaiious 8ieps to be
Zaken in fornmulating ALs agharian poiicaes and implementing Zhe consequential
programmes amanating iheregrom,

Ihis committee wike atso recommend the geedback mechanism Xo be
established anu the gorm of communication Lo be made with zhem n onder %o
gacilitate zhe review of the various programmes grom Iime Lo Xdme Lo ensure
that they achieve the aesirned objectives.

it 48 zhe ihinking of ihe Govenment 1hat a mulil-disciplinany L
goum the Agrarian Kegorm advisorny Commitiee which would be granted the relevant
authority that woukd enabie £t Zo function independently and in the best intenest
0f the Guyanese Nation, 40 that {14 nacommendations would gLow grom a scLentigic
analysdis of the various agrascan problems to be resoived. The pebicies, plans
and programmes recommended by thes Committee wilt be executed by an Agrarian
Regoum Authordity.

Towarnds this end, Goveruwment wilil enact the necesdany Legisdarion Zo
establish the Aguran Kegoam Authoridy 4n onaer to enable AL Lo act accorging Lo
Law. Unc of the prinedpal functions of thae Authoruty would be forn it Zo examine
1he nebevant exasting Legislarions fon dufficiency in {mplementing the variousd
programmes and to make necommendations fon such changes where necesdany, 4in order
to ensune the achievement of the various omjectives of the Programme.

Supportave of any Agraiuan Kegoam Programme 448 watern resouwree devedop-
ment and managemend, 4$4incl, Land wALhout waiern 48 of LALILE use 1o faumens.
Goverumment will, Zheregorne, contaue with 4ixs programme of cstabdishing vrainage
and Irnigation Schemes n arncas where tandsd are suiitable fox agricultursd develop-
ment and insiiuting suliabie mechancsms gor water ncdource development ana

Implamentaiion of ihe agrarian Kegorm Yroghamme wili sdgnigicantly
inercase proauction and prcductivily Levers in the various agricudiunal bectonsd
and, apant grom providing more subdtantiad garm Lincomes fon gaumens, wilh Lmpaci
ddgnigicantly upon the economic growth of the countny through agrniculiure.”

CINTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Presentation and Finst Keading

1. EVIVENCE (PKUCEEVINGS IN FUKEIGN TKIBUNALS) BILL 1991 -
BAL No. 31/1991

The Attonney Genewk anc Miniszer of Legal Affains, on behaklf of the
, Gouunmcnc, presented the goiiowing BiLLss

A BILL intcauded AN ACT Lo make new
provision Lo enabie the #High Cournt
L0 as8484 4n obtaining envdidence
requested gon ihe purposdes of
proceedangs in goreign Lubunals,

2.  PUBLIC HEALTH (AMENUMENT) BiLL 1991 - b4kt No. 32/1991

A BILL ntaiuced AN ACT 2o amena the
rubkic Heoith undinance,

PUBLIC BUSINESS

BILLS - Sccond Keading

1. NATIUNAL SECUK1TY (MISCELLANEUUS PKuVISIUNS) (KEVEAL) BILL 1991 -
BAL No. 22/1991 pubkeshed 1491-09-16

The Minwsten of Home Aggairs moved the second readang of The
gollowing BLL:



A BILL «ntixuked AN ACT o aepeal the
National Secwuly (Mdscelianeous
VYrovadions) Acl.

{Kead a 4484 tame on 1991-09-15)
The mozion was puil and cavied.

The BLAL was nead a second ixme and Thereagien taken through the
remaining 44ages and passcd as prinied.

2. FIKEAKMS (AMENUMENT) BILL 1991 - is<it MNo. 23/1991
published 1991-09-16

The Minwsien og tiome Agpais moved Lhe secona reading of Lthe
fotlewing BAkLe

A BILL ntiruked AN ACT Lo amend
1he Fineawuns Ack.

(Kead a §4ns4 Lume on 1991-v9-18)
The motion was pui and caviicd.

The BAKL was nead a second Time and was thereagien taken through the
nemaining stages and passed as printed.

3. PARULE BILL 1991 - 1B4kL No. 24/1991 pubiished 1991-G9-16

The Minwsien of Home Agpai/s moved The second acadang of The
gollowing BLLL:

A BILL anviwwded AN #CT Lo make
provasion 404 ieLeasding convieied
prisonens on paroke and §oi maiiensd
conneeried Lheiiewith,

(Kead a faisa iuae on 1991-09-1§)

The moiion was pui and caviied.

The B4LL was neas a second iame and was Lhereagien taken Lhrough the
remaining d1ages and Passce as prinica.

4. THE INTEGKITY CUMMISSIUN GILL 1991 - Bl No. 19/1991
pubtished 1997-09-14

) The Attoaney Genewd and Mdnwsien of Legak aggairns moved the second
reaaang of the foikowing BALL:

A BILL Ouwuked AN ACT To provdide gon the
establishment of an integiuily Commission
40 Lhe punpose of recelving compLasnis
Againsx peisons 1o whom ihe Aci Appiies,
Lo Linvesirigaie breaches of ihe Code of
Conduct ana Lo receive a sworn deckaraition
of aly assers grom any pernson io whom The
Code of Conduct appiies; Lo provice gor a
Commiiice 10 which £he secedpt of ald
gigts shail Le zeporied; and for maiterns
conneciea Lherewiih.,

{kead a g4nsi aume on 1491-09-11)
The moicon was pur and cwvued.

The Blh was read a decond <ume and was, ihereagien taken through
4Zhe nemainang 81ages ana passed as painted.



ADJOURNEMNT

At 3.50 p.m. on a moiion by the Minister in the Mnistry of Helath
Zhe Assembly was adfowrned 1o ihe 261 Sepxembern, al 2.0u p.m.

...‘Ahhﬁgiiii“‘..“""
Presdiding Memben

PARLIAMENT UFFICE,

Public Busddings,
Geongetawn.

1991-09-26.
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