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MOTION

2017 Georgetown Prison Fire and Jailbreak 


WHEREAS Sunday, July 9, 2017, will go down in the history of our country as the day when the worst Prison fire and jailbreak took place, destroying over 80% of the Georgetown Prison Camp Street, eight (8) prisoners escaped and the death of a prison officer and several others injured;


AND WHEREAS the first official communication on the said matter took place in the evening on the National Communications Network with the Heads of the Disciplined Services, followed by an interview with Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, Minister of Public Security and a pre-recorded interview with the President;


AND WHEREAS the lack of information in the early hours after the jailbreak caused great anxiety and uncertainty to the general public and the families of the prisoners;


AND WHEREAS the Members of this House extend condolences to the family of the deceased prison officer, Odinga Wickham, who was killed during the events at the Georgetown Prison Camp Street on July 9, 2017 and send best wishes for the full recovery of those officers who were injured during the same incident and are currently hospitalised or recuperating at home;
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2.


AND WHEREAS on July 24, 2017, by way of a public announcement the nation became aware that thirteen (13) additional high risk prisoners had escaped from the walled area in the Lusignan Prison Pasture;


AND WHEREAS the public remains in the dark after the July 9 incident as to what led to the jailbreak and fire, and how the Government managed this situation as it unfolded and its aftermath;


AND WHEREAS the public was informed that many of their questions would be answered in the course of a Commission of Inquiry to be appointed by the President;


AND WHEREAS on July 20, 2017, the Minister was reported in the state media as saying there would be no Commission of Inquiry until the escapees were all captured;


AND WHEREAS as a result it appears that the questions of the public will remain unanswered for an indefinite time,



BE IT RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly calls on the Government in accordance with Article 106(2) of the Guyana Constitution to accept collective responsibility to this House for these repeated events at the prisons of Guyana;



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly calls on the Government to make full disclosure of all aspects of the tragedy at the Georgetown Prison on July 9, 2017, and to declare what actions have been and are being taken to reduce the opportunities for such situations from re-occurring;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly calls on the Government to make full disclosure with regard to the circumstances surrounding the most recent escape of prisoners on July 24, 2017; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly lends its support to the Disciplined Services in its efforts to ensure public safety and the protection of our citizens and the recapture of all the escapees.

(Notice Paper No. 114 (M 86   Opp.17) published on 2017-08-04)

Date Received:
2017-08-03
Date for Order Paper:
2017-10-10
