
 

 

TWELFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA – FIRST SESSION (2020-2024) 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

NOTICE PAPER NO. 328 

 

 

Member Giving Notice:  Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Chairperson of the Public 

Accounts Committee) 

 

 

MOTION 

AUTHORITY OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE TO SUMMON WITNESSES 

 

 WHEREAS Article 2 of the Legislative Bodies (Evidence) Act, Chapter 2 of 2012 provides 

that “Committee” means a Committee referred to in the definition of “legislative body” and a 

“legislative body” means- (a) the Cabinet; or (b) any Special Select Committee of the National 

Assembly; or (c) any Committee of the National Assembly empowered by resolution of the 

Assembly to summon witnesses;  

 

AND WHEREAS Article 223 (8)(a) of the Constitution of Guyana states that “the Public 

Accounts Committee” means the Public Accounts Committee established by Order 70(2) of the 

Standing Orders of the National Assembly; and (b) “the public accounts of Guyana” includes the 

accounts of – (i) all central and local government bodies and entities; (ii) all bodies and entities in 

which the state has a controlling interest; and (iii) all projects funded by way of loans or grants by 

any foreign State or organization;   

 

AND WHEREAS Standing Order 82(1) of the Standing Orders of the National Assembly 

(with amendments to February 2015) states that, “There shall be a Standing Committee to be 

known as the Public Accounts Committee to consist of not less than six (6) or more than ten (10)  

 

          /…2 

 



 

 

     2. 

Members to be nominated by the Committee of Selection as soon as may be after the beginning of 

each National Assembly. It shall be the duty of the Committee to examine the accounts showing 

the appropriation of the sums granted by the Assembly to meet Public Expenditure and such other 

accounts laid before the Assembly as the Assembly may refer to the Committee together with the 

Auditor General’s report thereon”;  

 

AND WHEREAS, the Committee for the purpose of examining the Accounts of entities, 

is required to invite persons to produce books, plans, or documents, to aid in the work of the 

Committee; 

 

AND WHEREAS on occasions, some persons are reluctant to appear before the 

Committee, thus affecting the work of the Committee;  

 

  AND WHEREAS the Public Accounts Committee has observed that it is not deemed a 

legislative body as defined in the Legislative Bodies (Evidence) Act, Chapter 2 of 2012  and is not 

empowered to summon persons to appear before the Committee;  

 

AND WHEREAS the Public Accounts Committee is desirous of summoning persons to 

appear before the Committee to explain the use of Public Funds during their tenure, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

  That the Public Accounts Committee be deemed a legislative body, as defined in 

the Legislative Bodies (Evidence) Act, Chapter 2 of 2012, with the power to summon 

persons to appear before the Committee, to produce books, plans, or documents, to aid in 

the work of the Committee.  

(Notice Paper No. 328 (M77  Committees 21) published on 2024-03-15) 

    

Date Received:  2024-03-15 

 

Date for Order Paper:  2024-03-28 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


