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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

NOTICE PAPER NO. 412 

 

Member Giving Notice:  Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

 

MOTION 

SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF THE COOPERATIVE 

REPUBLIC OF GUYANA REAFFIRMING THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GUYANA OVER 

ITS INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED TERRITORY 

 

WHEREAS the Co-operative Republic of Guyana is a sovereign State with exclusive rights 

and jurisdiction over its territory, including the region of Essequibo, as recognized under 

international law; 

 

AND WHEREAS the limit of Guyana’s land boundary with Venezuela was determined by 

an Arbitral Award of 1899, which, according to the 1897 Treaty of Washington signed between the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and the United States of Venezuela, constitutes a full and final 

settlement of the land boundary between British Guiana (now Guyana) and Venezuela;    

 

AND WHEREAS the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela arbitrarily and unilaterally sought, 

from 1962, to challenge and impugn the 1899 Arbitral Award, thus, giving rise to a controversy 

over the validity of the Award; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Geneva Agreement of 1966 was concluded among the Parties to seek 

a peaceful and legal solution to Venezuela’s contention, in conformity with which and by the 

powers conferred upon him by Article IV(2) of the said Agreement, the United Nations Secretary-

General chose the International Court of Justice as the means which is now to be used to arrive at 

a complete and binding solution after twenty seven (27) years of a Good Offices Process and one 

(1) year of enhanced mediation; 



     2. 

 

AND WHEREAS for that entire period the Government of Venezuela was never able to 

prove its claim of nullity of the 1899 Arbitral Award, but instead embarked on a pattern of 

intimidation, threat, economic aggression and neo-colonialism against Guyana, using its superior 

military, economic and political power to try to weaken and force Guyana to agree to the 

nullification of the 1899 Arbitral Award and the relinquishing of its land and maritime territory;  

 

AND WHEREAS in accordance with the decision of the United Nations Secretary General, 

the matter is currently before the Court; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela raised two preliminary objections 

to the Court’s adjudication of the matter; first challenging the existence of the Court’s jurisdiction 

then secondly, challenging the exercise of that jurisdiction, both matters of which were dispensed 

with by the Court which in its judgement of December 18, 2020 affirmed its jurisdiction based on 

the provisions of the Geneva Agreement and in its judgement of April 6, 2023 rejected the 

preliminary objection of Venezuela; 

 

AND WHEREAS in defiance of international law and the decisions of the Court the 

Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in December 2023 first sought to hold a 

referendum with the purported intention to oust the jurisdiction of the Court in resolving the matter, 

annex Guyana’s territory in the Essequibo region and grant Venezuelan citizenship and 

identification cards to Guyanese citizens in that region;   

 

AND WHEREAS the Government and people of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana 

deeming this purported referendum to be contemptuous of the legal process prevailing before the 

International Court of Justice and repugnant to the accepted principles, tenets, norms and practices 

of international law, sought and was granted a protective order from the Court, wherein the Court 

by it Order of December 1, 2o23 ordered Venezuela to refrain from any action that would modify 

the status quo in the disputed territory, where Guyana currently administers and exercises control, 

and also ordered both parties to refrain from any action that might aggravate or extend the dispute; 



     3. 

 

AND WHEREAS in further defiance of the Court and the rule of international law, the 

Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela conducted the referendum, subsequently 

enacted domestic legislation purportedly to give effect to the results of the referendum, by 

establishing the state of ‘Guayana Esequiba’ and, in January 2025 announced its intention to hold 

elections for a governor and legislative council for this said state which is Guyana’s Essequibo 

Region; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Government of Guyana on March 6, 2025, made a further request to 

the Court for the indication of provisional measures against Venezuela; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Court in considering that Guyana’s request of 6 March 2025 is a 

request for the modification of the Court’s Order of 1 December 2023, indicated that since the 

delivery of its Order of 1 December 2023, the serious risk of Venezuela acquiring and exercising 

control and administration over the territory in dispute has significantly increased. In particular, 

the adoption by Venezuela of legislative measures and decrees concerning the territory in dispute, 

and the announcement of the preparation for and conduct of elections in that territory, which 

Guyana currently administers and over which it exercises control, “represent grave developments 

which constitute a change in the situation”. On these bases, the Court modified its Order of 1 

December 2023, as Guyana requested, by further specifying its scope; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Court by its binding Order dated May 1, 2025, reaffirmed Guyana’s 

sovereign rights and directed Venezuela not to take any action that would alter the status quo, 

including the holding of electoral or other administrative activities in Guyana’s Essequibo region; 

 

AND WHEREAS the Government of Venezuela has, in flagrant defiance of the Court’s 

Order, announced and undertaken steps toward holding elections and extending state authority 

over parts of Guyana's territory, constituting an act of aggression and a breach of international law; 

 

 



      4. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED:  

That this National Assembly: 

1. Recalling its Motion passed on November 6, 2023, in reaffirming the recognition of the 

1899 Arbitral Award and the 1966 Geneva Agreement; 

 

2. Unequivocally reaffirms the sovereignty, territorial integrity, independence and 

indissolubility of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana; 

 

3. Strongly condemns the actions of the Government of Venezuela in defiance of the May 

1, 2025 Order of the ICJ and views such actions as a violation of international law and 

a threat to regional peace and stability; 

 

4. Expresses its full support for the Government of Guyana in its efforts to protect and 

defend Guyana’s territorial integrity through peaceful and lawful means, including 

continued recourse to the International Court of Justice; 

 

5. Calls upon the international community to support Guyana in upholding the rule of law 

and the binding decisions of the International Court of Justice; and 

 

6. Directs that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the Secretaries-General of the 

United Nations, the Commonwealth, the Organisation of American States, the 

Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the Heads of State and 

Government of the Caribbean Community as well as other relevant international 

bodies. 
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