ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA – FIRST SESSION (2015-2016)

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

NOTICE PAPER NO. 54
Member Asking: 

Mr. Alister Charlie, M.P.
Minister Answering:

The Minister of Social Protection

QUESTIONS
ENCASHING OF OLD AGE PENSION VOUCHERS FOR PENSIONERS RESIDING IN REGION NO. 9 
Pensioners residing in Region No. 9 - North and South Rupununi, have complained that in the past the Toshaos in the Amerindian Villages were given the responsibility to encash their Old Age Pension Vouchers at the Lethem Post Office.  This is not the case at present. The pensioners have to approach certain business persons in the Sub-District who have been identified to encash their vouchers.   This arrangement has not been working well for the senior citizens. When they approach the business persons to encash their vouchers, the persons claim that they do not have money on hand to immediately encash the vouchers.  Residents who travel from the riverain communities are mostly affected by this situation.

Is the Hon. Minister of Social Protection aware of the difficulties being experienced by Pensioners in Region 9 with respect to encashing old age pension vouchers?  If so, can the Hon. Minister inform the National Assembly:-
(i)      Why was the system changed from the Toshaos encashing the vouchers on behalf of the Pensioners at the Lethem Post Office?
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(ii)       Since the current system in place is not working properly, is the Minister prepared to reverse her decision to reinstitute the previous system, which is, having the Toshaos encash the old age pension vouchers for the Pensioners at the Lethem Post Office?
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