NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ORDER PAPER

FOR THE 17TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 

(2015) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA TO BE HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 22ND OCTOBER, 2015,
IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

---------------------------------------- 

BUSINESS FOR SITTING

PRAYERS

OATH OF A NEW MEMBER-

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT-

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS-

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Speaker of the National Assembly (Chairman of the Committee of Selection):

(a) Minutes of Proceedings of the 2nd Meeting of the Committee of Selection held on Friday, 4th September, 2015.
(To be Circulated)
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2.

(b) Minutes of Proceedings of the 3rd Meeting of the Committee of Selection held on Wednesday, 9th September, 2015.
(To be Circulated)

(c) Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of Guyana and on the Accounts of Ministries, Departments and Regions for the fiscal year ended 31st December, 2014. 

(To be Circulated)

(2) By the First Vice-President and Prime Minister: 
(a) The Audited Financial Statements of the National Communications Network for the year ended 31st December, 2012.
 








(To be Circulated)

(b) The Audited Financial Statements of the Government Information Agency for the years ended 31st December, 2001 to 31st December, 2008.

(To be Circulated)

(3) By the Minister of State:

(a) The Audited Financial Statements of the Institute of Applied Science and Technology for the years ended 31st December, 2010 and 2011.










(To be Circulated)

(b) The Audited Financial Statements of the Integrity Commission for the year ended 31st December, 2013.

(To be Circulated)
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3.

(4) By the Minister of Finance:

(a) The Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Order 2015 – No. 15 of 2015.

(To be Circulated)

(b) The Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Order 2015 – No. 16 of 2015.

(To be Circulated)

(c) Annual Reports and Statements of Accounts of the Guyana Revenue Authority for the years ended 31st December, 2007 to 31st December, 2010.

(To be Circulated) 





(d) Loan Contract No.3369/ BL-GY dated February 19, 2015 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$15,000,000.00 for the Citizen Security Strengthening Programme.

(To be Circulated) 

(e) Loan Contract No.3422/ BL-GY dated February 19, 2015 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$17,160,000.00 for the Environment Sector Strengthening - II.

(To be Circulated) 

(f) Sales Contract No. Sa 144592 signed on January 1, 2014 between PDVSA Petr6leo, S.A. (PDVSA) and the Guyana Energy Agency (GEA) to supply the Government of Guyana with crude oil, refined oil products and LPG of up to 5,200 barrels per day on an annual basis.

(To be Circulated) 
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4.

(g) Loan Agreement No. 9/SFR-OR-GUY dated May 26, 2015 between the Caribbean Development Bank and the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and Guyana Sugar Corporation Inc. for US$7,500,000.00 for the Sugar Industry Mechanisation Project.

(To be Circulated) 

(h) The Mid- Year Report for 2015.

(To be Circulated) 

(5) By the Minister of Public Infrastructure:
(a) The Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Energy Agency for the year ended 31st December, 2013. 










(To be Circulated)

(b) The Audited Financial Statements of the Transport and Harbours Department for the years ended 31st December, 2003 to 31st December, 2007.
(To be Circulated)
(c) The Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority for the year ended 31st December, 2009.

(To be Circulated)    
(6) By the Minister of Business:

The Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Office for Investment for the year ended 31st December, 2013.










(To be Circulated)

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-

ORAL QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
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5.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
For Oral Reply
1. ACCOUNTABILITY IN AWARD OF FORENSIC AUDIT CONTRACTS

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister of Finance

1. *Can the Minister provide a detailed list of every entity at which a forensic audit is being conducted, or has been conducted, the identity of the Auditor contracted to conduct each of the said audits, and indicate how much each auditor is being paid for the audits concerned?

2. *Can the Minister say under what legal authority these audits are being performed?

3. *Can the Minister provide the contracts and terms of reference of the said audits?

4. *Can the Minister say who prepared the terms of reference of each audit and when it was prepared?

5. *Can the Minister provide documentary evidence of the procurement procedures followed in awarding the contracts to perform these audits, including the public advertisements placed and full details of all tenders received?

6. *Can the Minister state what steps were taken to ensure that each price paid for each audit is competitive?
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6.

7. *With respect to each Auditor contracted, can the Minister indicate what the academic, professional, and experiential qualifications of the Auditor concerned are, specifying whether the Auditor has a practice certificate issued by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Guyana, and what due diligence steps were taken to establish the capability and suitability of each auditor for each assignment?

8. *Can the Minister provide a list of forensic audit known to have been previously performed by each of the Auditors contracted, including the entity audited and the nature of the assignment, prior to being awarded the current contracts?

9. *Can the Minister say who is supervising and instructing the auditors concerned, including reviewing their work to ascertain that it is satisfactorily completed before any payment is made?

10. *Provide details of the academic, professional and experiential qualifications of this (these) supervisor(s), including evidence of their demonstrated prior competence in performing, directing, supervising and reviewing forensic audits?

(Notice Paper No. 15 (Q1  Opp. 1) published on 2015-09-16)
For Written Replies

2. FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THE RICE INDUSTRY

Member Asking: 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister of Finance

In his budget speech for 2015, the Minister of Finance stated as follows: 
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7.








"Mr. Speaker, over $23 billion has been allocated in this budget to support 

further 
payments to over 7,000 rice farmers. This is in the context of the 


current inability of the Petro Caribe Fund to meet these payments."

1. In light of the Minister's assertions about the "inability of the Petro Caribe Fund to meet these payments", can the Minister confirm which funding source other than the Petro Caribe Fund will be utilised to finance this amount of over $23 billion?
2. Can the Minister indicate the exact Budget Agency, Programme, and Line Item under which this amount of over $23 billion is allocated in the 2015 budget, consistent with the funding source indicated in the response to (1) above?
3. Can the Minister indicate exactly what additional support is being provided to the rice industry from this amount of $23 billion, other than payment to farmers and millers for the rice and paddy they produce and supply?

(Notice Paper No. 16 (Q2  Opp. 2) published on 2015-09-16)
3. PRE-BUDGET SUPPORT TO THE RICE INDUSTRY
Member Asking: 

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister of Finance

In his budget speech for 2015, the Minister of Finance stated that his Government had already provided (prior to the 10 August submission of the 2015 budget to the National Assembly) support of $5 billion to GRDB for the rice industry. 

1. Can the Minister indicate exactly how much financial support was provided by the Government to GRDB prior to the passage of Budget 2015?

2. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the source of funding for this support?
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3. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the Budget Agency, Programme, and Line Item to which this support was charged when it was provided to GRDB?

4. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the date on which this support was released by the Ministry of Finance to the Budget Agency concerned, and on what date it was paid over by that Budget Agency to GRDB?

5. Can the Minister indicate what additional support was provided to the rice industry from this amount of $5 billion, other than payment to farmers and millers for the rice and paddy they produced and supplied?
(Notice Paper No. 17 (Q3  Opp. 3) published on 2015-09-16)
4. PRE-BUDGET SUPPORT TO THE SUGAR INDUSTRY

Member Asking: 

Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister of Finance

In his budget speech for 2015, the Minister of Finance stated that his Government had already provided (prior to the 10 August submission of the 2015 budget to the National Assembly) support of almost $4 billion to Guysuco. This was consistent with a previous public announcement made on 17 June that the Government had approved support of $3.8 billion to Guysuco to be released immediately, and subsequent public announcements that the said $3.8 billion had actually been provided to Guysuco.

1. Can the Minister indicate exactly how much financial support was provided by the Government to Guysuco prior to the passage of Budget 2015?

2. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the source of funding for this support?
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3. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the Budget Agency, Programme, and Line Item to which this support was charged when it was provided to Guysuco?





4. Can the Minister advise the National Assembly of the date on which this support was released by the Ministry of Finance to the Budget Agency concerned, and on what date it was paid over by that Budget Agency to Guysuco?

(Notice Paper No. 19 (Q5  Opp.5) published on 2015-09-16)
5. EXPENSES INCURRED IN RELATION TO PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION ACTIVITES

Member Asking: 

Dr. Frank Anthony, M.P.
Minister Answering: 
The Minister within the Ministry of Education

1. Can the Minister provide a detailed list of all costs incurred in relation to, and in preparation for, the Presidential inauguration events held at Parliament Buildings, at the Independence Arch at Brickdam, at the National Stadium at Providence, at the Pegasus Hotel, and elsewhere, including the clean-up campaign that preceded those events?

2. In relation to the costs referred to in 1 above, can the Minister indicate the source of funding?

3. Can the Minister provide a detailed list giving the nature and total value of contributions made?

4. Can the Minister indicate when an audited statement of the expenditure incurred will be available and tabled in this National Assembly?

(Notice Paper No. 18 (Q4  Opp. 4) published on 2015-10-01)
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STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS-

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS-








REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-


MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   MOVED BY A MINISTER-
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

Presentation and First Reading

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2015 –Bill No. 10 of 2015

The Minister of Finance, on behalf of the Government, to present the following Bill:



A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Financial Institutions Act.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ARRIVAL OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT, DAVID A. GRANGER, M.S.S.

IN PARLIAMENT CHAMBER

RESUMPTION OF SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ENTRY OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT

REMARKS BY THE SPEAKER

ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT

REMARKS BY THE SPEAKER

SUSPENSION OF SITTING













/…11







11.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

(ii)  PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

(iii) COMMITTEES BUSINESS

…………………………….








S.E. ISAACS








Clerk of the National Assembly
PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

13th October, 2015.

