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GUYANA No. 8 of 2000

REGULATIONS
MADE [ NDER

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1996
(No. 11 of 1996)

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS

REGULATION
PARTI

PRFLIMINARY

. Citation.
2. Interpretation

PART i
POWER TQ ISSUE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION

General requirement to apply for an authorisation.
Permissible noise levels.

Point of emission.

Application for variance,

Making changes that alter decibel levels.

Prohibition against new and altered sources of noise emission.
Requirement and approval of plans.
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PART Il
RESTRICTIONS ON CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES

10. Restriction on construction activities.

11. Power to waive restriction.
PART IV
PARKS

12. Noise control in park.

PARTV
OPERATION OF LOUDSPEAKERS AND SOUND-MAKING DEVICES

13. Offence to cause loud etc notse in building or premises.
14. Restriction on the operation of sound-making device in a public place.






Citation

[nterpretation

222 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE [Leaar Suppiement] - B 13™ DECEMBER, 2000

IN EXFRCISE OF THE POWERS CONFERRED UPON ME BY
SECTION 68 (1) OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1996,
ITHEREBY MAKE THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS : -
PART]
PRELIMINARY

I These Regulations may be cited as the Environmental Protection (Noise Management)
Regulations 2000.
2.{1) Inthese Regulations -
(a) ** commercial activity” mciludes public events, fairs and concents;

{b) “decibel” means a unit, which describes the sound pressure level or intensity of sound,

(c) “tacility” includes -

(1) any office, room or building, and any place, spot or land. whether open or
enclosed;
{ii) any aircraft, hovercraft, ship, boat, pleasure craft or other vessel w hether afloat

or not, and any vehicle;

(111} any electrical installation. subterranean installation or installation on land
including the foreshore and other land intermittently covered by water;

(iv) any offshore nstallation and any other installation. whether floating or resting
on the seabed or the subsoil thereof or resting on other land covered with water
or the subsoil thereof: and

{v) any dam or other installation designed to hold liquid or store it on a long-term
basis;

(d) “industrial” means of, or pertaining to the manufacture, processing, handling, transport,
impontation, storage or disposal of materials (including the extraction and conversion of mineral
resources, raw materials, materials in the process of manufacture, manufactured materials, by-
products and any waste of waste materials whether hazardous or not);

(e) "loudspeaker™ includes a megaphone and any device for amplifying sound;

(f) “noise” means unwanted sound which may cause or tend to cause an adverse psychological
effect on human beings and includes vibration:

(g) "noise disturbance™ means any unwanted sound including vibration that annoys. disturbs, or
perturbs normal persons with reasonable sensitivities; or any unwanted sound which reasonably
may be perceived to injure or endanger the comfon, repose, health, peace or safety of any
humans or animals, or endangers or injures movablc or immovable property;

(h) “perishable commodity” includes fruits, vegetables, meats, fish and chicken;
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(5) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to —
{a) households that do not contain industrial or commerctal facilities:
{b) wrplanes, trains and temporarily-placed building machinery; or
(c)} construction of individual homes.

(6) Any person who contravenes this regulation shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable, on summary conviction to a fine of not less than seventy thousand dollars nor
more than three hundred thousand dollars and imprisonment for three months.

4. (1) The Agency may at any time after the commencement of these Regulations, fix the
permissible nowse levels in decibels with respect to any or all of the categories specified in the
Schedule

(2) No new stationary source or facility shall emit any noise that is greater than those
established as a perrmissible notse level under paragraph (1)

(3) Every existing stationary source or facility shall. within two years of the commencement
of these Regulations comply with the permissible noiset level according to the category
established under paragraph (1).

{(4) The Agency may amend the permissible noise level established under paragraph (1), with
respect to any or all of the categories not listed anywhere in these Regulations.

(5) The Agency may in respect of any stationary source or facility waive the applicability of
any permissible noise level or of any category menttoned in the Schedule.

{6) Any person ar entity who contravenes paragraphs (2) or (3) shall be guilty of an offence
and shall be lhiabie on summary conviction to a fine of not less than seventy-five thousand dollars
nor mare than five hundred thousand dollars and to imprisonment for six months.

5. (1) The point or source for the emission of noise from any facility shall be determined by the
Agency

{2) Wherever the noise emitted or is likely to be emitted is mentioned in these Regulations, the
reference, unless the context otherwise requires, is at the point of emission determined in

paragraph (1).

6. A person granted with an environmental authorisation may make an application to the Agency
to vary any provision thereof in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Protection
(Authorisations) Regulations 2000 on submission of supporting particulars together with the
appropriate fee.

7. A holder of an environmental authorisation shall not make any change to the conduct of any
activity in the manner of running, using, maintaining or operating or in any operation or process
carried on in the facility, which causes change, or is intended or is likely to cause, a material
increase in the decibel level of noise, without first obtaining an approval for a variance from the
Agency.
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(b} betore 6.00 a.m_ and after 600 p.m. on Sundays.
11. Regulation 10 does not apply to the operation of tools and equipment -
(a) in cases of emergency;

{b} for emergency work by a public utihily service agency in the exercise of any of its
functions;

(c) where such operation or use is required to eliminate or reduce any dangerous or
hazardous condition. which endangers life or propertv.

PART iV
PARKS

12. (1) No person shall operate a loudspeaker. sound-making device or equipment in a park, as
defined under the National Parks Commission Act, 1977 without the writlen permission of
the National Parks Commission.

(2) Any person who contravenes paragraph (1) commits an offence and shall be liabie on
summary conviction to a fine of not less than thirty thousand dollars nor more than eighty

thousand doilars
PARTV
OPFRATION OF LOUDSPEAKERS AND SOUND-MAKING DEVICES

13. Any person who is the proprietor, occupier or person having charge of any building, private
premises or any part thereof or any vehicle, at any time causes or suffers or allows any loud,
unnecessary, excessive or unusual noises in the operation of any sound-making device or
equipment so that the noise or music is plainly audible at a distance of {ifty feet from the vehicle
or premises in which or from which it is produced commits an oftence and shall be liable on
sunmimary conviction to a fine of not less than three hundred thousand dollars nor more than
seven hundred and ity thousand dollars and to imprisonment for vne year.

14. (1) Subject to the provisions of these Regulations or any other written law, no person shall
operate or cause the operation of any sound-making device or equipment whilst being the owner
of or, having custody of such sound-making device or equipment or permit the operation of such
device or equipment in a public place -

{a) between the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. on any day;

{b) at any time, except with the prior written permission of the Apency obtained i
accordance with regulation 15, for the purpose of hosting a public event or
advertising any entertainment, trade or business.

(2) Any person who contravenes paragraph (1) commits an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine of not less than seventy-five thousand dollars nor more than five
hundred thousand dollars and to imprisonment for six months.

15. (1) Any person who wishes to operate a sound-making device or cause the operation of a
sound-making device or equipment for the purposes and during the hours mentioned in
regulation 14 (1) shall make a written application to the Agency not later than ten clear days
before the date on which it is proposed to operate or cause the operation of the sound-making

device or equipment.
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comnuts ar offence and shall be liable on summan conviction to a fine of not less than three
hundred thousand dollars nor more than seven hundred and fifts thousand dollars and to
imprisonment for ane vear,

I8 Any persen found guilty of an offence for which a penalty 1s not othensise prescribed under
these Regulations shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of not less than thiry thousand
dollars ner more than eighty thousand dollars.

PART VII
GENERAL PROVISTIONS

19. A person who 15 the proprietor, occupier or having control of a mightclub or similar premises
in which a sound-making device is used beyond midnight. shall ensure that. within one year afier
the commencement of these Regulations, the building or the pant ot the building in which such
device is used is sufficient]y soundproofed to prevent sound or nose, within a distance of fifty
feet. from emanating from the said premises causing a noise disturbance te other persons

200 Any person who is disturhed by naise emitted from sound-making device, equipment. plant
or machinery on or in any propery mas make a written or oral complaint o the Agency

21 (1) In proceedinps [or an wtience in respect of noise caused in the conduct of transportation.
construction or industrial activines, it shall be a defence w prove that the best prachicable means

had been used for preventing or counteracting the effect of the noise.
(2) For the avoidance of doubt “best practicable means™ in paragraph (1) means,

{a) reasonably practicable having rezard. among uther things. to the
conditions and circumstances in Guyana, to the current state of technical

knowledge and to the financial implication: or

(0) having regard to any relevant code of practice governing the trade or
business.

{3 The test of hest practicable means is to apply only in 5o tar as compatible with satety and

safe working conditions and the exigencies of any emergency or unforesceable circumstances

22, (1) The tees to be charged for an application for an authonisation and for the written
permission of the Agency under these Regulations shall he in accordance with the provisions of
regulation 8 of the Environmental Protection (Authorisations) Revulations 2000






