
THE O�FICIAL GAZETTE 12TH FEBRUARY, 1994 
LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - B 

WYANA 

REOOLATIONS 

Made Under 
THE MINING ACT 

(No. 20 of 1989) 

IN EXERCISE OF THE PCWERS 

CONFERRED UPON t"E BY 
SECTIONS 67 AND 136 OF 

THE MINING ACT, I HEREBY MAKE 
THE FOL.LOI/ING REGJL.ATIONS: 

No. 2ofl994 

Citation and 1 
.Duration 

These Regulations may be cited as the Mining (Special 

lnterpretat ion 

Mining Permit) Regulations, 1994, and shall cane into effect 

on the 3rd day of February, 1994, and sha 11 cease to have 

effect as of the 3rd day of May, 1994, (inclusive). 

2. In these Regulations:-

(i) "Allotment" shal I mean areas al located for ndmng

operations in the area described in the F1rst Schedule; 

and 

(ii) "Block" shal I mean, when used with reference to

areas described in Part I of the Second Schedule, an 

area of 3,000 feet with 100 feet fran the low water mark 

on each bank of the river; and when used with reference 

to areas as described in· Part I I of the Second Schedule 

an area of 3,000 feet with 300.feet fran the Jow water 

mark on each bank of the river. 

Subsidiary Le91slat1on 
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3. These Regu 1 at ions sha 11 app 1 y on 1 y for the purposes of

and in relation to location of cJa'ims; and applications and 

grants of prospecting and mining J icences; prospecting 

pennits and mining pennits and claim I 'icences over the State 

Mining Reserves and the Araru and Puruni Rivers Closed Areas; 

and to the extent only as set out in these Regulations. 

State M1nin9 4. 
Reserves 

To any extent provided for 'in these Regu tat ions the 

State Mining Reserves as described m Part I of the Second 

Schedule shall be divided ·into Blocks. 

There shal 1 be deemed to be two (2) categories of 

prospecting pennittees and 1 icensees with ·respect to areas in 

the First Schedu Je as fo J Jows: 

(.i) Persons who have agreements with the Cmmission 

pennitt ing them to carry on operations in the A J Jotments 

as described in the First Schedule; and 

(ii) Any holder of a prospecting permit (smaJ J scale).

Other than Puruni (1) (a) Persons withing category (i)

above shall have the exclusive right

to locate their respective A I lotments

with 1n seven (7) days (and no longer)

Qf the carmencement of these

Regulations. After the exp1ry of · 

seven (7) days as aforesaid any

person with in category (ii) above may

Jocate over any A 1 lotment not

located.
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(b) Any person w1thin category (ii) 

may fran the carmencanent of these 

Regulations locate over any area in 

the First Schedule except the 

A 11 otments. 

( 2) There sha ll be deemed to be three ( 3) 

categories of prospecting 1 icencees and 

penmittees with respect to areas in Part 

of the Second.Schedule as follows: 

(i) Persons who have 

agr~anent(s) with the Commission and 

who have paid tribute of no less than 

one hundred tr1ousand dollars 

($100,000.00) during the period -

Januar·y 1st to Dec..;arber 31st, 1993, 

(inclusive); and 

(ii) Registered dredge owners 

who are not qua 1 if i ed under Sect ion 

57 of the Mining Act, 1989, and who 

were 1 icensed for the year . 1993, or 

are licensed for the year 1994. 

(iii) Any holder of a 

prospecting penmit (sma I 1 sea I e)., 
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(a) Persons within category (i) 

above sha II on the 3rd day of 

February, 1994, be allocated on~ (1) 

Block each of their choice. Should 

any of these persons be unab l e (for 

any reason whatsoever) to make a 

choice the Ccmnittee appointed under 

these Regulatwns shai l allocate one 

(1) Block to each of those persons. 

(b) Except for Blocks allocated to 

persons in category ( i), persons 

with in category ( i i) above shall on 

the 3rd day of February, 1994, be 

each a I located one ( 1) Block of their 

choice • Should any of these persons 

be unable (for any reason whatsoever) 

to make a choice the Ccmnittee as 

aforesaid sha II a I locate one ( 1) 

Block to each of those persons. 

1 n the event that there are 

less Blocks available than the annunt 

of registered dn~dge owners, 
' 

a /Jocat ion sha II be on the bas is of a 

lottery conducted by the Connittee . 
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(c) Should any Blocks remain after 

a I location to persons in categor·1es 

( 1 ) and ( i i ) above and shou 1 d those 

remaining Blocks be in excess of the 

number of holders of prospecting 

penmit (small scale) present at the 

Venue for a 11ocat ion, those ho 1ders 

shall each be allocated one ( 1) Block 

of their choice. 

In the event of there being at 

the Venue 1r0re holders of prospecting 

penmit (sma 11 seale) than remaining 

Blocks, allocation sha I I be on the 

bas1s of a lottery conducted by the 

Cam1ittee. 

(d) A I locat-ions to persons within 

categor-y ( 1) sha i I be made before 

allocations to persons in category 

( i i). 

A 11 a 11ocat ions sha 17 be made 

at the time and place ("the Venue") 

notified to the genera 1 pub I ic in the 

newspaper and electronic media. 

33 
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(3) In the event roore than one person in 

any category should choose the same Block 

so that there is a competition for the said 

Block(s), the competitors shall attempt to 

settle such competition at the Venue. 

Should settlement not be reached between or 

among such competitors a lottery shall be 

conducted by the Ccmnil;tee to datenmne the 

successfui competitor for that particuiar 

Slock(s). 

Only app l"icat ions for large and mediun seale mining 

operations will be accepted and processed. 

( 1) Where there is more than one app I icat ion made with 

respect to the same area(s)! a determination of the 

successfu 1 app 1 i cant with respect to such area ( s) sha 11 

be made on the basis of a consideration of inter alia 

the following matters in re !at ion to such app I icants to 

the extent that the same may be applicable viz: 

Evidence of expenditure. 

Progranrne proposed. 

Mining history of applicant. 

Financiai capab1i1ty. 

Technical capability. 
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6. Fair and transparent procedures sha II be used for the 

purposes of any aeterminat ion or dec1s ton under these 

Regulations. 

7. The Ninister shall appoint a ccmnittee (not exceeding 

six (6) persons) with powers tu dec1de any matter arising out 

of or in connection w1th these Regulations. 

PROVIDED THAT no person who is a merrber of the Guyana 

Gold and Diarond Miners Assoc'iation (or who is qualified to be 

such a marber) sha II qua 1 ify for appointment as a marber of 

such carm1ttee. 

Subject to Regulation 6 hereof such Carmittee may decide 

its own procedures. 

8. The provisions of Parts I I I (Chapter l and 2) and I V of 

the Act shall apply with such nodifications, exceptions and 

qualifications etc. as lllay be required cu g1ve effect to these 

Regulations and any licence or pennit granted over the State 

Mining Reserves and the Aran• and Purun i Rn•er::; Closed Area 

sha f 1 be deemed to be Spec 1 a l Min i ng Permits and for so I ong 

only as these Regulations continue to have ettect (and no 

longer) such pennits and 1 icences sha 11 for a II I ega I intents 

and purposes be de a 1 t with and known as Spec i a 1 Mining 

Pennits. 
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9. Notwithstanding that these Regulations would have ceased 

to have effect as of the 3rd day of May, 1994, matters arising 

undor and by virtue of these Regulations and which are still 

pending on that date shall not be affected by such cessation 

but shall be concluded or completed as the case may be. 

10. These Regulations are in addition to regulations in 

force on the 3rd day of February, 1994, to the extent that 

those regu 1 at ions are app I i cab 1 e for the purposes of these 

Regulations. 

Ranta Is payable in respect of Specia 1 Nin"ing Permits 

sha/ 1 be those in force at the coomencanent or these 

Regulations. 

11. Conversion of Blocks to ClamlS by location shal l be made 

on or before the expiry of fourteen ( 14) days after the 

coomencanent of these Regulations (and not after) . Blocks not 

converted by location to Claims within the time provided in 

this Regu 1 at ion sha 11 inmed i ate 1 y upon the exp iry of such time 

be open to location by any holder of a prospecting permi t 

( sma 1 I sea 1 e) . 

• 
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12. Immediately upon the cessation ~f these Regulations the 

pennits and I icences de€1lled for the purposes of these 

Regulations to be Special Mining Penmits shall cease to have 

effect as Spec'ial M'ining Penmits, and thereupon shall be dealt 

with accordingly; as prospecting or mining pennits or claim 

1 icences. 

PROVIDED THAT such prospect 1 ng or mining penni ts or 

claim licences shall not be held to be unlawful or null and 

void because of any inconsistency between such penmits and 

licences and regulations for the time being in force. 

SAI'1JEL A. A, HI NOS, 
Prime Min'ister. 

(Minister Responsible for 
Mines & M'inerals) 
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